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CALIFORNIAN GARNERS HONORS FROM 
SYDNEY TAYLOR AWARDS 

\ 

For the third year in a row, a California author garners coveted Sydney Taylor 

recognition from the Association of Jewish Libraries. Malibu resident and ex

AJLSC member Susan Goldman Rubin wins one of two honor books in the older 

readers category. Her inspiring biography, Fireflies in the Dark : The Story of 

Friedl Dicker-Brandeis and the Children of Terezin, follows a Bauhaus-trained 

Jewish artist to the concentration camp where she teaches traumatized children to 

express th~ir fears through art. The illustrations are by Dicker-Brandeis and her 

students. The publisher is Holiday House. 

Linda Silver, chairwoman of AJL's Sydney Taylor Book Awards com

mittee, announced the awards late last month. The winners are the 

intermediate novel The Key Is Lost by Ida Vos and the picture book 

Gershon's Monster by Eric Kimmel. Respectively, a gentle, moving 

historical fiction and a darkly heroic, Hasidic tale, they are the best of 

all the books submitted in 2000 by Jewish and secular publishers for 

judging in AJL's two categories or older and (Continued on Page 5) 
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Guest speaker, Stephen Sass, President of the Jewish Historical Society of Southern California, promises 
an evening of historical vignettes. Long involved in the facts and fictions of LA's Jewish past, Sass will 

share them with us. He will bring to life little known stories about the locales 
which we find in books with neighborhood settings. 

JOIN US on Monday evening, March 5th at 7:30pm in the Sheila 
Sporn Library at Valley Beth Shalom. VBS is at 15739 Ventura 
Blvd. in Encino. The Library is in the main building on the bottom 
floor. You can reach VBS via the 405 or 101 freeways or Ventura 
Blvd. The synagogue is on the corner of Densmore, west of 

Sepulveda and east of Hayvenhurst. Free parking is available in the 
Temple lots off Densmore. If you get lost call 818-788-6000. 



Library Light 
President's Message 

by Judy Katz 

Since my knee replacement surgery on December 4, I have had to live my life differently, since I 
am temporarily disabled. I use all the aids that are provided for the handicapped, such as handi
capped bathrooms. It has made me more sensitive to the problems of those who are physically 
challenged. Therefore, I suggest that librarians look at their libraries with fresh eyes. 

Under the Americans with Disabilities Act, libraries that are renovated are obligated to totally 
adhere to the regulations of the Act. Perhaps, with a minimum of effort and expense, you could 
make some changes that would be helpful to those of your public that do have physical problems. 
Some examples are: 1) Make the public and staffrestrooms more handicapped accessible by 
installing bars next to the toilet. 2) Make display racks no higher than 54" so they are wheel chair 
accessible. 3) Have computer stands for the public no higher than 39" for standing areas and 30" 

· for sittings areas. 

For more information see: 1) Grant, Dorothy L, Thomas M. Grant and DanielS. Grant, ADA Compliance Guidelines : 
California Access Code :Americans With Disabilities Act Title III. California Access Code Title 24. San Diego, ACR 
Group, 1994. See, chapter 5: "Compliance with ADA Accessibility Guidelines. 2) Sannwald, William W, Checklist of 
Library Building Design Considerations. 3rd ed. Chicago, ALA, 1997. 3) Also look on the Internet for U.S . 
Government Documents Website. There is probably an ADA booklet available. 

S. David Freeman: 
The Light of Library Light 

general managerS. David Freeman 
who kept the lights on in LA so that we can 

see to read and catalog the books that authors 
can see to write and our patrons can see to tind 

and enjoy. Freeman is the son of Jewish 
immigrants from Lithuania and a native of 

Tennessee. We are grateful he took the job 
at the DWP in 1997 where he turned the 

municipal utility around and avoided 
deregulation here. While we are 

throwing the book at everyone 
else in the state, we say, 

David, you are a true mensch! 
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SPELLBOUND BY SPELLING BEES 
b~ Ellen G. Cole 

Get ready to fall in love with a character, a writer and a book. Bee Season is 
fresh, smart, charming and idiosyncratic. The novel is author Myla Goldberg's 
publishing debut; her prose is warm and witty, her observations sharp and funny, 
her tongue wicked and true. Fabulous protagonist, fifth grader Eliza Naumann, 
rules an inventive coming-of-age tale. The bittersweet fiction will haunt your 
memory and Eliza your heart long after the final page. 

======dl The plot ignites with unexpected change: unremarkable Eliza suddenly becomes 
a spelling prodigy. Her success upsets honored family relationships, causing group and individual unraveling. Eliza's 
dad, Saul, a Reconstructionist cantor absorbed in mysticism, sees her as destined for greatness and the perfect student for 
letters. He will move her from spelling to his failed goal, mastering Abraham Abulafia's 13th century Kabbalistic sys
tem of using letters to speak to God. Study time with Eliza displaces her older brother, Aaron, long the apple of Saul's 
emotional and intellectual eye. Rejected Aaron finds solace with the Hare Krishna. Always distant, lawyer mom 

Miriam retreats into a secret life which triggers a family explosion. Although the youngest, Eliza grows in self-under
standing and acts to order the chaos. 

Tracing the impact of sudden change on a fragilely balanced family unit is not new, but be assured this fiction is not 
hackneyed. Goldberg's quirky characters are driven by manias where they function better than at mundane daily exis
tence. The novel's sophisticated organization quashes traditional chapters and time lines. An omniscient narrator pro
vides a stream of brisk vignettes. Each vignette comes from only one character's point of view. Adults and children 
appear in the present and in flash backs. The reader immediately grasps what and why once adjusted to the unexpected 
jumbling of when. 

The novel succeeds in the staccato form through its honest childhood vision, sprightly language and well controlled plot
ting. The author perfectly adheres to a child's bright, innocent, searching; her prose reflects youth's mind-set Humorous 

description arouses memories, evokes nostalgia for grammar school days and bites when necessary. Goldberg's amusing 
metaphors guide the reader from delight to pain. Her careful crafting sets each family member simultaneously on a dif
ferent quest seeking God and perfection. Delicate balancing of time and persona lifts the story beyond particular family 

to universal truths about love and living in a world blind to your needs. 

As Eliza progresses from class to school to district to national spelling bee the tension builds. Every reader becomes a 
bee maven, details retained through hilarity. The spelling bee becomes the perfect metaphor for childhood, the desire to 
please parents and the sad realization you can't Spelling competition forces an assessment of personal priorities and 
values. The delicious, buzzy heroine keeps the book light despite its dark underpinnings. Bee Season is a honey of a 

book. 

Bee Season by Myla Goldberg. New York :Doubleday, 2000. 275p. $22.95. ISBN: 0-385-49879-9. 

HELLO, HELLO THERE! 
Welcome to new member Felipe Nissim. Felipe is a cataloguer visiting here from Mexico for two years . 

We have 65 members reports Sue Greening, Membership Vice-President. 
Twenty of these are institutional members. All renewals for 2000-2001 are happily in! 



Library Light 
IN MEMORIAM 

We note and mourn the December deaths of screen writers and publish

ers whose works bring quality to our library shelves. 

Julius Epstein, who with his twin brother, Philip, wrote Casablanca, 

which won an Academy award for screenplay as well as best picture in 

1942. Their 1944 script Mr. Skeffington was one of the first Hollywood 

films to deal with anti-Semitism. Epstein was born on the Lower East 

side to a livery stable owner. During the Depression friends offered the 

twins a ghost-write job in LA which brought them West and eventually 

under contract to Warner Brothers. Active in liberal causes, Epstein 

clashed often with Warner's executives. Though anti-communist, 

Epstein was a strong supporter of the screen writers guild, thus investi

gated: Asked if he had ever been a member of a subversive organiza

tion he replied: "Yes, Warner Bros." Epstein's survivors include two 

nephews whose books grace our shelves, Leslie and Richard Epstein. 

Comic book publisher Jack Liebowitz who first put Superman on 

newsstands, introducing this character to the world. An immigrant 

(Ukraine, 1910) Liebowitz and his partner debuted Action Comics; 

their first issue featured the story about this super guy from Krypton. A 

copy ofthat June 1938 comic currently sells for over $5000. Liebowitz 

and his partner also introduced Batman in 1939. Talk about supermen, 

Liebowitz died at age 1 00! [ ed note: Michael Chabon's new novel, The 

Amazing Adventures of Kavalier & Clay, fictionalizes the story of the 

two Jewish boys who created Superman.] The USA Philatelic Services 

offers a reproduction of the first Superman comic for about $8. Call 

them at 1-800-STAMP-24. 

May their memories be a blessing. 
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Winning authors in both categories win for the second time! Older reader winner The Key Is Lost, matches hope 
with pain. Despite being separated from their parents and always in the gravest of danger, two Dutch-Jewish sis
ters cling to hope as they hide during the Holocaust. They remind us of the resilience of childhood, the courage 
of the children who were robbed of it. Vos won in 1995 for Dancing on the Bridge of Avignon. Key's publish
er is HarperCollins. 

"He leaves tbe ttt-'W Smdal<. /yin!! aroumi, 
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The prolific Kimmel tells a strong tale of teshuvah 

for the High Holidays or any day to capture the pic- . 

ture book prize. Illustrated by Jon Muth and pub

lished by Scholastic, it contains the teachings of the 

Ba'al Shem Tov. In a gripping plot a careless man 

threatens his children with his misdeeds, accumu

lated into a sea monster. Muth's moody watercolors 

and Kimmel's brisk prose personify the abstract 

concepts of sin and repentance in a way children 

will find equally meaningful and scary-delicious. 

Kimmel won in 1990 for The Chanukkah Guest. 

The YA novel, Love You, Soldier by Amy Hest is 

the other older readers honor book. The spare novel 

simply tells the story of a soldier's family who han
dle his absence, then death during World War II. 

Hest is a previous honor winner - in the picture book category - for her romantic immigration tale, When Jessie 

Came Across the Sea. The two picture book honors are swept by Canadian authors . The Market Wedding by 

Cary Fagan and illustrated by Regolo Ricci is published by Tundra Books. Based on an 1898 Abraham Cahan 

story, this joyous book pokes fun at pretension while affirming friendship. The Wisdom Bird: A Tale of Solomon 

and Sheba by Sheldon Oberman, a 1994 Sydney Taylor Winner for The Always Prayer Shawl is illustrated by 

Neil Waldman, also a previous honor illustrator and published by Boyds Mills Press. The elegantly illustrated 

folktale blends Jewish and African traditions as Sheba challenges Solomon to build a palace of bird beaks. The 

humble bird points out this folly. 

AJLSC is proud of our association member on the STA committee: Fred Isaac of Temple Sinai in Oakland, 
California. Chairwoman Silver is from Cleveland, Ohio. The other judges are: Kathleen Clotfelter, Boca Raton, 

Florida; Etta Gold, Miami, Florida; Naomi Morse, Rockville, Maryland; and Libby White, Owings Mills, 

Maryland. The Sydney Taylor Awards will be presented in June at the banquet at Convention in La Jolla. The 
presentation will mark the 31st anniversary of AJL awards for Jewish children's literature. At convention we 

can purchase the compilation book of reviews of all of this year's submittals for the prize. Book marks listing 

the winning books and body of work awards will be available as usual. 



Library Light 
Hit·sch's Mid,lle !~astern Misceltani is a Je,~ish St,ace Odissei 

by Michael Masliah 

We had a good turn out for the January 8th meeting at UCLA. David Hirsch, 
UCLA's Middle East/Judaica Bibliographer, presented slides of various trips he 
took over the last two decades from Egypt ( 1979) to Lebanon ( 1999). We saw 
slides of active and inactive synagogues, Jewish cemeteries and the people still 
active in the dwindling Jewish communities in the Middle East. 

The first slides shown were from David's trip to the Teheran Book Fair in 1996. 
There still are about 30,000 of the once 80,000 Jews left in Iran. They openly 
practice their religion. We saw scenes from synagogues and a day school where 
the Library hangs a picture of Ayatollah Kumenei. Shiraz still has 14 synagogues. 

In 1995, at High Holiday time, David went to Syria to a synagogue which claims 
to house the tomb of Elisha. There are still four functioning synagogues there and 

a day school of 20 students for maybe 200 Jews left, but no rabbis. There are still four or five Jews left in Aleppo, but 
the synagogue is now closed . 

In 1998 David went to Yemen. We saw ~!ides of ruins of a town of Jewish silversmiths and the remains of a mikva. 
David found a Jewish cemetery in Aden, but since there are so few Jews left there, it is under the aegis of the British 
consulate. David lectured in Saudi Arabia and asked to see the Foreigner's Cemetery in Jidda. There he found markers 
for a French and a German Jew from 1912. 

Bahrain has a small, but active, Jewish community. They are trying to raise funds to rebuild their damaged synagogue. 
We saw sl ides of the children's section of the Jewish cemetery with many graves from 194 7 when a cholera epidemic 
killed many children. 

David first visited Cairo in 1979 and later lived there in the early 1980's. Many of the people we saw have since 
moved to Israel or to the United States or passed away. There are less than 100 Jews there now. The president of the 
Jewish Community is a woman and the Cairo Jews have their own web page . 

In I 999 David journeyed to Beirut. There are 50 Jews left. The roof of their synagogue has collapsed, but they hope 
to renovate it someday. 

SCHROEDER FUND OFFERS STlPENDS 
LA LlBRARlANS1 CO SOUTH TO THE BORDER! 

by Adaire Klein 

\II""'~....U.~!"'rs in good standing for the 36th AJL 
employment in Judaica Librarianship 
ion form printed on the last page. 

01. AJLSC members are eligible 

The Schroeder Scho ommittee r, want to encourage conven-
tion attendance by those wh have no een before and those o are not eceiving money elsewhere. The Schroeder 
fund intends to support the pro a! growth of AJLSC libran artially subsidizing attendance at the annual 
national conference. Eligibility includes factors listed above and active membership contribution to the local chapter. 



AJLSC MEMBER SHINES IN LIGHT LP A LIBIJ4PVPROGRAM 
by Leslie Dozono 

Walk into Rosewood Elementary School Library on a Thursday, and you will 

find Heidi Creve, a member of the Association of Jewish Libraries of Southern 

California, busily working with schoolchildren and volunteers. As part of the 

National Council of Jewish Women/Los Angeles' Light Up A Library program, 

Heidi is utilizing her Master of Library Science degree not as a paid librarian, 
but as a volunteer. Volunteers like Heidi, trained as library volunteers, provide 
storytime for each class, actively assist students as they seek books for both 

school projects and personal, and promote the joy and personal growth to be 

discovered through reading. Light Up A Library has expanded to three schools 

and is looking forward to future success, fueled by the energy and enthusiasm 

of its library volunteers. 

NCJW /LA's Women Helping Children Department was fortunate to have Heidi join the project nearly three years ago. 

Heidi grew up in Austin, Texas, where her grandfather, Elconan H. Saulson, was the director of the Hillel Foundation at 
the University of Texas. After traveling and studying in Mexico City, Jerusalem, and Paris, Heidi earned her library sci

ence degree from UCLA in 1990. She once worked at the Carson Regional Library as a bilingual reference librarian, 
where she presented storytime to preschoolers. Now, as a weekly Rosewood Light Up A Library volunteer, she utilizes 

her expertise to encourage children to love books and reading. 

The National Council of Jewish Women/Los Angeles, founded locally in 1909, addresses the critical social, economic 

and political needs of women through advocacy and non-sectarian community-based services. Historically a women's 
' ' , ' ' ' ' empowerment organization, NCJW /LA has developed 

Are the any books that are still being written for gentle 
readers ? 

generations of women leaders serving the nonprofit and 
civic communities. NCJW /LA identifies emerging needs 
of women and children and often initiates pilot programs 

that address those needs, recruiting volunteers from all 
racial , ethnic and religious backgrounds to better serve 

their diverse clientele. 

Light Up A Library, the newest pilot program, is designed 
to reverse statistics ranking California schools at the bot

tom in school library quality. The goal is to develop, 
through the support ofNCJW /LA volunteers, a replicable 
program by working with students, teachers, administra

tors and parents. Light Up A Library provides students 

with access to reading materials and research tools, tutor
ing assistance and academically enriching activities in the 

school's library as well as building the book collection 
through the securing of grants and other contributions. 



Library Light 

JEWISH ARTS WEEK 
Did you know there was a Jewish Arts Week? The AJLSC board was 
taken by delightful surprise when Board Member Michael Masliah pre
sented us with the announcement. Jewish Arts Week is sponsored by the 
American Guild of Judaic Art and runs from March 18th to 24th. It is a 
calendar of events celebrating the rich diversity and quality of Judaic art. 
Under its banner a variety of arts events are scheduled during this week 
including exhibitions and programs in museums, galleries, libraries, syn
agogues, community centers and schools. You can participate by identi
fying your organization's current Jewish art events and submit the list to 
the Guild's on-line calendar for added promotion. You can plan Jewish 
art events to occur during this week. Contact the Guild's Website at 
www.JewishArt.org to locate artists in your area who may be interested 

--- - ---------------------

in working with you to develop a program, exhibit their works or lead a workshop. Free camera ready art with the 
Jewish Art Week's Logo (we saw it: it's stunning) is available to all participants. You can also fax the co-chair, Bonnie 
Srolovitz in New York at . Future programs are March 3-9, 2002; February 23-March 1, 2002; and March 
14-20, 2004 and more. 

LIBRARY STORAGE FLOODS A LA NOAH 
During the heavy rains of mid-January two of our libraries suffered major damage to their books in professional storage. 
The Jewish Community Library and the Simon Wiesenthal Library store thousands of books with the Western Records 
Management company whose building suffered a roof leak at their Pico Rivera facility during the severe downpour. Due 
to lack of space both AJLSC libraries store a major portion of their books. Abigail Yasgur reports the JCL stores 
almost 2/3 of its collection in about 500 boxes; 62 boxes were damaged, meaning about 2000 volumes. Adaire Klein 
reports the SWC stores 3000 boxes and they learned 64 of these were damaged. All the damaged cases were shipped to 
Dallas, TX for freeze drying and restoration. Local newspapers covered the story. 

KOREH LA TRAINING CONTINUES 
November's General Meeting Speaker, Deborah Kattler Kupetz, described the organization's push for reading volunteers 
recruited from synagogues and other Jewish organizations. The January 29th training session at Sinai Temple drew 75 
people, the biggest crowd Koreh ever had. The next training session is Sunday March 18th, 9:30 to 11 :30am in the 
Valley and 2-4pm in the city. The Valley location is the Valley Cities JCC at 13164 Burbank Blvd in Van Nuys. The 
City location is Wilshire Blvd. Temple at 11611 Olympic Blvd in West LA. Interested in attending? FAX Koreh LA at 
323-761-8148 or E-MAIL literacy@jewishla.org. 

MAGNES MUSEUM ACQUISITION FROM INQUISITION 
The Blumenthal Library of Rare Books and Manuscripts of the Judah Magnes Museum in Berkeley announces a major 
acquisition. The Library gained original Spanish Inquisition documents totaling over 1000 pages of archival manuscript 
records called processos dating from 1672-1739. Next time you travel north, stop in to peer into history through a docu
ment asking Inquisition authorities for confiscated belongings! 

SANTA BARBARA JEWISH FESTIVAL NEEDS BOOKS 

The Santa Barbara Jewish Festival invites us to attend on April 20, 2001. The Santa Barbara Jewish Federation needs 
books for sale at the festival's book sale before this date. Please call Itzik at 957-1115 in the Santa Barbara area code to 
find out how to get the books to them. AJLSC President Judy Katz reports she visited this festival last year and that it 
was terrific. This year's theme is Tikkun Olam and the plans include food, entertainment, displays and activities as well 
as the book sale. 



SKIRBALL LIBRARY OPENS 
AJLSC member Sue Greening, Librarian ofthe Skirball Cultural Center's new Resource Center Reference Library 
announces its opening to the public as of February 1, 2001. Researchers, teachers, students and others interested in 
learning more about the exhibitions and programs of the Skirball will find resources on the American Jewish experience, 
the immigrant experience in America, Jewish art and artists, Jewish holiday and lifecycle events, biblical archaeology, 
biographies, synagogue history, and historical fiction. The catalog can be searched on the online public access terminal 
inside the library. Materials may be used within the library; they do not circulate. Staff will be available during regular 
Cultural Center hours. There is no charge for the use of the Reference Library. 

SPERTUS DISTANCE LEARNING OFFERS CONTINUING EDUCATION 
The Avrum and Joyce Gray Distance Learning Continuing Education Program of the Spertus Institute of Chicago offers 
15 adult education courses for havurah meetings or general synagogue study groups. The courses cover a wide array of 
subjects including Kabbalah, Spirituality, Theology, Ethics and Mysticism. The materials are videocassette, audiocas
sette or CD. The teacher on all three mediums is Byron Sherwin, renowned author and scholar who was a protege of 
Rabbi Abraham Joshua Hesche!. The cost of degree courses, non-credit courses and study materials vary according to 
the medium, but all are reasonable thanks to generous subsidies from the Gray family and the late Gene Siskel. The 
Spertus Institute of Jewish Studies was founded in 1924. During the AJL Convention in Chicago the College hosted us 
at an evening session in their fine Jewish museum. For more information call 1-888-322-1769 or E-MAIL ce-dl@sper
tus.edu. 

TUCHMAN REPRESENTS AJLSC AT UCLA 
On Thursday November 30, 2000 Joel Tuchman represented AJLSC at the Cultural Diversity meeting at UCLA's 
Library School. The meeting focused on various issues pertaining to the School and how it can increase enrollment and 
interest in specialized religious libraries. The major topic was ALA in San Francisco. Joel mentioned our AJL conven
tion in La Jolla this June and noted what a wonderful opportunity for UCLA Library School publicity this offers. A 
mixer for perspective students interested in working in specialized religious libraries followed. The Cultural Diversity 
Committee is an ongoing committee of the Library School on campus. For further information about meetings and stu
dents interested in Judaic libraries contact Joel or Adaire Klein, permanent liaison to this UCLA group. 

WEB WATCH WATCHES HOLOCAUST SITES 

The December 2000 issue of Library Journal ran a long article starting on page 32 featuring three Internet sites with 
wide ranging Holocaust information and 14 alternate sites focusing on particular aspects ofthe Shoah. AJLSC board 
member Adaire Klein's Library's the Simon Wiesenthal Center Multimedia Learning Center Online, was one of the 
three featured sites. Yad Vashem, Holocaust Denial, Women and the Holocaust and individual sites of authors Daniel 
Goldhagen and Norman Finkelstein are some of the specialized sites described in the article. 

YA LITERATURE BOUNDS BACK TO LIFE 
Librarian and author Michael Cart proclaims a second golden age for YA lit. This genre began in 1967 with S.E. 
Hinton's The Outsiders and bounded to prominence on the problem novels of Robert Cormier and Judy Blume. But the 
number of American teens fell and so did their books until Cart sounded the death knell for YA's in 1994 in a speech to 
the Young Adult Library Services Association. Cart led a deliberate effort to revive this genre by approaching editors at 
mega publishing houses just at the time when the number of teens began to rise again. Librarians, publishers and book
sellers have resuscitated YA well beyond the Harry Potter craze by appealing to the economic power of teenagers who 
now spend a mere one percent of their money on books. Publishers are producing more books with more varied content 
and hipper, less realistic covers. In 1996 the National Book Foundation re-established a National Book Award Category 
for young people's literature after a hiatus of 12 years. The LA Times Book Prizes and ALA Awards have added YA cat
egories. Publishers are encouraging instant Internet reviews to sell books via peer word of mouth. This year's Sydney 
Taylor Award Committee's Best of the Bunch shows YA overshadows picture book choices. YA, including Jewish YA is 
back. Stock your shelves! For more details about YA's rebirth, consult page 1 of the Southern California Living Section 
of the January 29, 2001 LA Times. 



Library Light 
INTEGRATING YOUR JEWISH LIFE IN YOUR WORK 

by Adaire Klein 

When I was in my early teens (1945) I traveled to Texas by train. Living in Columbus, Ohio, I was ill-pre
pared for my sudden confrontation with racism. My upbringing was in a home free of prejudice, which 
recognized the dignity and value of every human being. 

From my Texas experience developed the realization that my first obligation and commitment was to learn 

all I could about my own cultural and religious heritage. The next step would be the sharing of knowledge 

with others and my learning of the heritage of others. Knowledge and accurate information are the keys to 

perfection of a more tolerant world which recognizes the dignity of the individual. 

Because my Library is predominantly Jewish in sponsorship and observant of Jewish practice and because 

our focus incorporates topics as the Holocaust which are closely identified with Judaism, many people 

think that the integration of one's cultura) background in the Library experience is a non-issue. 

Realistically, however, this is not the case. 

I face several very unique issues in this area. For example, I have to be particularly careful not to equate 
the Holocaust with Judaism, an error frequently made in today's world. Secondly, in my efforts to accu
rately reflect Judaism, I must also be sensitive to all Jews, many of whom do not accept my level of prac
tice. It is also important to strike that precarious balance that allows for my cultural heritage and that of 

other ethnic groups. 

I integrate my cultural identity in my work. Judaism is more than a religion or a culture. It is a complete 

way of life which governs every aspect of the individual's life from rising in the morning to bedtime at 

night, from birth to death. Whatever the topic, Judaism will have an opinion and will take a stand. 

Primary areas in which I have put forth a conscious effort towards integration include collection develop
ment including all types of the Jewish experience, holiday explanations for the staff to understand customs 

and observances, and exhibitions and appropriate resources with bibliographies including materials for 

adults and children. Exhibition topics are not limited to my cultural background. 

In Reference Services, regardless of medium, I am always careful that my Library provide the most accu

rate Jewish information possible. If there is ever a doubt we refer to an authority who is better able to 
answer the question. In our archival collections we are particularly careful to abide by Jewish Law in our 

care and handling of scrolls, texts and human remains as a child's braid of hair. 

In order to integrate one's cultural background one must be sure of one's own knowledge and always con
scious of the patrons, sensitive to their knowledge and backgrounds and experiences. As is true in all 

Library services, we must know what we don't know. Often the best answer is a referral to another 

resource or perhaps even no answer. 



HaTVey Horowitz Retires 
by Yaffa Weisman 

Harvey P. Horowitz, Librarian of the Frances Henry Library of Hebrew Union College, Jewish Institute of 
Religion, Los Angeles, retired on February 1, 2001. Harvey's 38 years at the College Institute were celebrated by 
family, friends, colleagues, faculty, students and alumni during a service and luncheon. Speakers who shared some 
of their long histories with Harvey included: Lewis Barth, Dean of HUC-JIR; William Cutter, Rabbi Lawrence 
Goldmark, and AJL members: Phillip Miller, David Gilner and myself. Five members of ALJSC were invited to 
share this significant event in a colleague's life: Rick Burke, Suzi Dubin, David Hirsch, President Judy Katz and 
myself. 

In his moving and funny response to the accolades, Harvey revealed the Library Management Rules that sustained 
him in his career. Some are: 

- Stay abreast of technology. It just might catch on. 
- Don't get rid of the old catalog. You never know. 
- Never, ever, pass up a free lunch. 
- When humanely possible avoid meetings .... Especially faculty meetings. Unless of course, a free lunch is 
involved. 
-Always be nice to everyone you encounter on the job. Even students. You never know who will come 
back. Or when. Or why. Or how. 

Judy Katz, President of AJLSC brought greetings from the local chapter during the luncheon where David Gilner, 
Director of Libraries at HUC-JIR presented Harvey with a rare Haggadah. Gilner is a past president of AJL. 
Harvey built the Judaica Library at HUC-JIR/LA into a significant collection that is a major contribution to the 
Southern California community. 

[R1 VOIE! VOIE! VOIE! [R1 

The nominating committee announces the slate for AJLSC officers for 2001-2003. We vote at the coming general meet
ing on March 5th at VBS. 

President: 
Vice President- Membership 
Vice President - Program 
Vice President- Publicity 
Vice President- Hospitality 
Recording Secretary 
Corresponding Secretary 
Treasurer 

Ellen Cole 
Sue Greening 
Hannah Kramer and Michael Masliah 
Enid Sperber 
Lisa Handelman 
Leya Booth 
Susan March 
Arna Schwartz 

In case you note missing board positions, worry not. The other offices are presidential appointments. 

The fine slate is the result of perceptive work by the 2001 nominating committee under chairwoman Ronda Rose. 
Members are Susan, Dubin, Susan March, Lois Rose, Gayle Schnaid and Dorothy Steiner. The nominating committee 
met on January 24th. The AJLSC By-laws state that a person has to be a paid up member of AJLSC in order to be nom
inated for a position on the AJLSC board. 



Library Light 
~IE I~EED TO RECOG/~IZE ~fEB'S BLII~D 5,0 0T5 

by Joyce K. Valenza, Librarian at Springfield High School, Erdenheim, PA 
From her weekly column in tech.life for the Philadelphia Inquirer, January 25, 2001. 

... Let's consider what's not on the Web. Let's also consider the valuable resources that are underused because they are 
not accessible through a Yahoo search. I'll use a couple of sad, but true stories to illustrate my point ... 

I sat on a panel as one of our brightest seniors presented an intriguing thesis: "Hitler's personality was primarily respon
sible for his rise to power." Her paper cited several on-line journal articles and higher quality Web references. It was 
well written, but her research had glaring holes. She missed Me in Kampf and William Shirer's The Rise and Fall of the 
Third Reich, all the biographies we had on the shelves and many other thoughtful studies available in bookstores and 
larger libraries. 

She usually consults with me on research, but she did much of this at home. With the new independence offered by the 
Web, students lose a critical element in the research process, human consultation. And they often neglect critical 
resources. 

Another student approached me at the end' of his research rope. He needed information on the history of breakdancing. 
He'd spent a full weekend searching the Internet and found lots of personal pages devoted to "moves." We considered 
the time period when breakdancing was at its peak. We dusted off a few Readers' Guide to Periodic Literature editions 
from the early 80's. We retrieved articles from Time, Newsweek and US. News. "Does anyone know about this?" he 
asked me. 

On our school's online subscription services we found journal articles that linked breakdance historically to hip hop, 
explored breakdancing as a form of self-affirmation for inner-city youth, and related it to the poetry of the streets. None 
of this was available on the free Web. When students are researching the Kent State massacre, the Challenger disaster, 
the Vietnam War, the Middle Ages or the Renaissance, they do themselves a great disservice limiting their exploration to 
the free Web. 

Certainly they will find material on the Web. But for all these topics, they will miss hundreds of comprehensive print 
nonfiction titles, each written by authors who may have spent years developing expertise in a particular area. 

For areas of modem history, much of which occurred B.E.D. (before the era of instant digitalization) or around 1994, 
they miss a wealth of contemporary reporting and analysis. When they're researching the Civil War, they will discover 
that Mathew Brady's extraordinary photographs are on the Web. What they might not discover is that Bruce Catton's 
thoughtful commentary is not. Children need both. We need to let them know it. 

The fact is, while there are many generous people, government organizations, museums and universities sharing their 
knowledge by creating useful sites posted on the free Web, the vast majority of authors and publishers are still in the 
business of making money, and they just aren't giving their work away. Magazines and newspapers draw readers to their 
sites by providing online excerpts from current and past issues, but if you want access to the full content of the archive, 
you will have to buy it. 

BEWARE: If you are doing serious research, you won't find much of the material you'd find in a library's reference, non
fiction or modem fiction collections on the free Web. Here is the general rule of thumb for what you won't find there: 
High quality reference books (other than almanacs, dictionaries and encyclopedias that are not particularly threatened by 
the loss of sales or titles that have found some alternative revenue through their Web presence); full text nonfictions that 



draw young people into new areas of knowledge; biographies; literary criticism; scholarly works and any book still 
under copyright, generally any book written by an author who is alive or who has been dead less than 75 years. 

You'll notice I've been careful to note the limitations of the free Web. On the subscription Web, students can access full 
text journal literature and high quality reference materials. This brings to mind a curious phenomenon I've been observ
ing. Many students who have access to the materials provided by the Web's pay services may not recognize their value. 
They are either unaware or choose not to exploit these rich services. Instead they mechanically travel to the one or two 
Web search tools whose addresses they remember, often bypassing their best sources. 

Help me fight dependency on Yahoo, AOL Search or Excite. Parents and teachers be aware your children have access to 
much more. Such as: EBSCO (a comprehensive periodicals and reference database including Searchasaurus, EBSCO's 
full text reference and journal databases for elementary and middle school students); SIRS Discoverer Deluxe (full text 
newspaper and magazine articles, government documents, graphics, country facts and statistics, carefully selected for 
elementary and middle schoolers; Associated Press Photo Archive (500,000 current and historical photographs); 
Contemporary Authors (biographic details on about 100,000 modem writers; Scribner Writers Series (1600 original bio
graphical and critical essays written and signed by noted scholars); and eLibrary Elementary (a database of magazines 
and newspaper articles, broadcast news transcripts and full text books for younger researchers) ... Your school likely pro
vides remote access to additional subscription databases that support its specific curricula. 

A few tips: Parents: The database password list may never get out of their bookbags unless you know to ask for it. 
Parents and teachers: Check those bibliographies early and often for quality, scope and evidence of scholarship. 

The vast and powerful Web still has its limitations. To quote my Internet education guru Kathy Schrock: "What is not 
often found on the free Web is material that cites its source! The only way to tell if you have found quality information 
on the Web is to first conduct research in the traditional way - in your library, in reference books and print materials- to 
allow yourself to create your knowledge base on your topic. Only then can you decide if what you find on the Web to 
use is worth using and supplements, complements or disputes your research!" 

¢ SCHROEDER FUND DONATIONS RECEIVED WITH THANKS FROM: ¢ 

Anonymous to AJLSC to continue its good work. 

Ellen Cole in memory of Beth Kimmick, sister-in-law of Sue Greening. 

Ellen Cole in memory of our friend and respected colleague, Irene Levin Wixman. 

Ellen Cole in honor of Judy Katz's recovery. 

Suzi Dubin in honor of Judy Katz's recovery. 

Ronda Rose in honor of Judy Katz's recovery. 

Gayle Schnaid in honor of Ellen Cole's expert talk at the JCLLA. 

Arna Schwartz in honor of Judy Katz's recovery. 

Tribute Cards Purchased by: 

Suzi Dubin 
Ronda Rose 
Gayle Schnaid 



Library Light 
CLASS ACTS 

Convention Offers Reference Class 
by Susan Dubin 

The Continuing Education class to be offered this June at AJL's 2001 
Convention in La Jolla will be a course in Reference Sources for Librarians. 
The 0.5 unit course will be taught by Sara Spiegel, chair of the AJL Education 
Committee. Where past courses in Reference have mainly presented information 
on developing a reference collection, this course will suggest ways to answer ref
erence questions and how to use reference sources, including Internet searches, 
to help library patrons. 

The course, which is accredited through the University of Wisconsin-Madison, 
will consist of five hours of coursework: two hours during the National 
Convention, June 24-27, and three hours immediately following the Convention's 
close on Wednesday afternoon, June 27th, The course will make use of the 
beautiful state-of-the-art new library at the San Diego Jewish Center which is 
next door to the Convention facilities at the La Jolla Marriott. The library there 
is headed by Barbara Sutton, Co-chair of the Convention with Nomi Levy. 

The fee for the CEU course has not yet been set, but such courses usually run about $35. Most institutions, including 
our own BJE, accept the units for salary advancement. The course is essential for those wishing to earn a certificate in 
Judaica Librarianship. 

BJE Announces Class About Children in Hebrew Literature 

The Bureau of Jewish Education of LA offers a for-credit continuing professional education seminar series with Dr. 
Baruch Link. The series on Children's Experiences in Hebrew Literature and Hebrew Literature for Children will 
examine how children's experiences are depicted in adult and children's Hebrew books. The course offers 1 unit of BJE 
In-Service Credit. Knowledge of Hebrew is required. 
The series runs for eight sessions on Mondays: February 12 & 26; March 5, 12, 19 & 26; April23 & 30 from 7:00 to 
9:00pm. The location is the Milken Community High School at 15800 Zeldin's Way in West Los Angeles. The fee is 
$50. To Register, contact Dr. Ron Reynolds at Suite 300 in the Federation Building at 6505 Wilshire. s 

WATCH OUT! 

An Internet wag notes that if we could shrink the earth's population to a village of precisely 
100 people with all the existing human ratios remaining the same, 70 would be unable to read! 

******* 
An AJLSC wag ponders the election's loss of a Jewish Vice-President and the gain of a 

Librarian First Lady. Is the next step a Jewish Librarian in high office? Watch out! 



Association of Jewish Libraries of Southern California 
Dorothy Schroeder Fund 

Application for Association of Jewish Libraries Convention 
Scholarship 

Guidelines: 
• Applicant must be a member of AJL-SC 
• Applicant must be currently employed in Judaica Librarianship 
• Recipient of a scholarship must plan to attend entire convention 
• All information will remain confidential 
• Every effort is made to assist as many people as possible, with special emphasis on 

new people 
• Complete this form and mail/fax before March 15, 2001 

Adaire J. Klein 
 

 

Tel:  
310-772-7604 (W) 

Fax: 310-277-6568 (W) 
 

e-mail:   

Date: ________ _ 
Convention City __________ _ Dates: --------
Name ----------------------------------------------------
Address ----------------------------------------------------
Phone: Fax: e-mail ------------------ ------------- ------------Employer __________________________________________________ _ 

Position/Title ------------------------------------------------
How long in present position?:-------------------:-==--=------------
Are you a member of AJL-SC? AJL ? ___________ _ 
What do you hope to gain from this convention? 

If you receive a scholarship, what commitment are you prepared to make to AJL-SC? 

Will you receive fund from any other source? 

If so, from whom? ----------------------------------------------------------
Does your employer subsidize your attendance? ________________________________ _ 
If so, how much is your subsidy? -----------------------------------------------
Do you object if your employer receives a letter notifying them that you have been awarded a 
scholarship for the AJL Convention? 

Signature ______________________________________________________________ ___ 

-. 



Rabbi Abraham W Edelman, first Rabbi in Los Angeles, 
and his family, 1886. 
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YOU ARE INVITED TO 

A N\YS'fERY HtSIORY 

WITH GUEST SPEAKER 
STEPHEN SASS 

MONDAY, MARCH 5TH 

7:30PM 
VBS LIBRARY 




