
Association Of Jewish Libraries Of Southern California 

AJL MIDWINTER VOTES 'CAPITOL' IDEAS 
By Susan Dubin 

The Executive Board and Council of AIL met in Washington, D.C. in December. AJLSC, as 

usual, was well represented with Rick Burke, David Hirsch, Ronda Rose, and Suzi Dubin 

attending. Items discussed were how to attract new members to Board and Council positions, 

the organizational structure of the organization and the upcoming National Convention. 

After discussion, the President, David Gilner, ruled that the Sydney Taylor Committee could 

change their award schedule to announce Sydney Taylor awards in January to coincide with 

the Caldecott and Newbery Awards if that was the decision of the Committee. Presentation of 

the Sydney Taylor and Manuscript Awards as well as the Reference Book Awards will be made at the Tuesday night 

Banquet at National Convention. Last year the awards were not highlighted at 

the banquet, and many missed hearing the acceptance speeches. The Council 

emphasized, however, that acceptance speeches must be kept short. 

A new position of Webmistress was announced. Council decided that 

this position should report to the Corresponding Secretary rather than the 

President. Our AJL web page should be updated on a more regular basis now. 

Members wishing to suggest any ideas for design should check the web page 

located at http://www.ajl.org for how to submit ideas and information. 

A strong recommendation of Council was to require old and new 
Council members to attend a meeting for two hours following the close of 
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TECHNOLOGY UPDATE FOR JUDAICA LIBI1\Rlt\NS IS HANDS ON! 

i Join Rick Burke, Librarian at the UJ, Susan Dubin, VBS Day School Librarian and Lisa Handelman, Adat 
AriEl Day School Librarian as they lead us on a virtual tour of the Jewish Internet, the new UJ cataloging 

system and Judaica CD ROMs. Technophobes beware! This is a hands-on 
workshop at your own computer in the UJ Computer Lab. Come in, sit 

NEXT 
GENERAL 
MEETING 

down, hands-on for a stand out evening of technology how to. 

MONDAY 
FEBRUARY7, 

2000 

JOIN US Monday evening, February 7th at 7:30pm in the 
Computer Lab of the University of Judaism. The UJ is just 
east of the Mulholland exit of the 405 freeway. The address is 

15600 Mulholland Drive, Los Angeles. If you need further direc
tions, call Librarian Rick Burke at 310-476-9777 ext. 3188. Judy 
will have a table in the cafeteria at UJ for dinner at 6:15 pm. // 

Please join her. II 
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Library Light 

IT'S A LEAP YEAR: 

President1
S Message 

by Judy Katz 

Since this is the first issue of Library Light for 2000, I have been thinking about what our 
libraries used to be like and what they will be like in the future. In 1964 I was selected by 
the American Library Association as one of several librarians to represent California at 
ALA's Library of the Future exhibit in the U.S. pavilion at the World's Fair in New York. 

We had some interesting training sessions at IBM on the possible future of libraries utiliz
ing technology. Some of us chose a favorite children's story and Kodak made slides of the 
illustrations m the book so we could then read the story while projecting each image on a 
screen to a large audience. Visitors seemed to enjoy this rudimentary multimedia 
approach to literature. I participated by introducin~ a favorite children's story to many 
visitors including Mrs. Robert Kennedy and her children. IBM, Kodak and many other 
companies built upon these beginnings and over the intervening years created the coml?ut
erized libraries of today.It is truly amazing how libraries have changed since my expen
ence at the World's Fair. When you enviswn your library in the future, how will it change 
with technology in the 21st century? 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
LET YOUR THOUGHTS 

LEAP TO AN ARTICLE 

FOR LIBRARY LIGHT 

HELLO, HELLO THERE! 

We have 66 new and renewing members 

reports Sue Greening, Membership 

Vice-President. Seventeen of these are 

institutional members. Renewals for 

1999-2000 are almost 100% - a record! 

AJLSC: 

Mon. February 7, 2000 

Deadline for the March 2000 issue is 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 29TH, 2000. 

Mark it! Meet it! PLEASE! 

General Meeting at the UJ 
Technology & Data Base Evaluation 

Monday : March 6, 2000 
Board Meeting at Ama Schwartz's 

We need all submissions by this date to ~ ~ 

publish timely. ~~;:;:;:;:;:;:;:;:;:;:;:;::;::;::;::;:;:;:~C Monday : April 3, 2000 

Submit articles on IBM compatible 

disks with print outs. 

Mail to: 

Ellen Cole, co-editor 

 

 

E-Mail to: 

Enid Sperber, co-editor 

 

Computer Consultant: Philip R. Gordon 

Permission to reprint is granted when 

credit is given to: 

"AJLSC Library Light". 

/ ~ General Meeting at the JCL 
WATCH OUT! Biblio-Therapy 

The Los Angeles Times counted down the 
last hundred days of the last century with 
a series of 20th century front pages, 
essays and letters from readers. The fol
lowing paragraph from Esther Jaffe 
Kaplinsky's letter caught my eye. 

Kaplinsky's grandson wanted to know 
how senior citizens without computers 
send mail or look up information. She 
explained: every morning they brush their 
teeth and eat their breakfasts. They shop, 
visit friends, play cards, eat meals, attend 
movies and concerts. If they wish to 
research a subject they consult an ency
clopedia or visit a library. They dial the 
telephone to speak to someone. They 
glue stamps on envelopes that contain 
handwritten letters. 

Monday : May 8, 2000 
Board Meeting at Judy Cohn's 

Mon. June 5, 2000 
SPECIAL YEAR END GALA 
Featuring Artist Lois Rose Rose 
Save the Date! 

AJL: 

National Convention: 
Sunday June 18 through 
Wednesday June 21, 2000 
Loew's L'Enfant Plaza Hotel 
Washington, DC 
It's A Capital Idea! 

Sounds long ago and far away rather than Future Convention: 
'\,_ here and now! E.C. San Diego :June 2001 

LA : This is us, Again! 
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FATE, MAGIC AND MOONLIGHT ON THE 
AVENUE OF FAITH 

by Ellen G. Cole 

Enchanting, gossamer and solid! Gina B. Nahai's best seller sprinkles 
fairy dust over history and fate. Moonlight on the Avenue of Faith is 
a riveting novel of brilliant prose, fabulous characters, sensual 
scenes, sparkling satire, truth and magic. Magical realism packages 
the mean Iranian-Jewish experience in forbidden passion and family 
saga. The book is a pleasure. 

This entrancing romance springs from the disappearance of narrator Lili's mother called Roxanna the Angel, 
who sprouted wings one midnight and flew away. We fly with her through space and time from the Persian 
ghetto in 1938, through Turkey in the 1970's to Los Angeles in the 1990's. We discover why she left, whom 
she left and how she left. The mystery of a forbidden love affair divulges family secrets, Khomeini 
Revolution, the fate of the Jews after the fall of the Shah and Iranian-Jewish culture with its medieval super
stitions and belief in destiny. Lili's Aunt Miriam never gives up Roxanna as forever lost; she finds her because 
she understands her beautiful sister, branded a bad-luck child. The search contrasts Iranian secretiveness with 
American openness to choice, chance and confession. 

Narration and plot are well crafted. Narration is second hand: the daughter shares her mother's life as told to 
her by her aunt. Mother never explains to them, only to us, the readers, her dream of raising a daughter free 
from sorrow. All three storytellers are major characters in their multi-generational drama. A handy family 
tree keeps relationships clear. Readers familiar with Nahai's first novel, Cry of the Peacock (reviewed in the 
March 1992 Isaian) will find Moonlight's 20th century existence in Tehran's squalid ghetto still hard, but not 
as cruel as Peacock's earlier centuries, and the Jews move up and out with middle class wealth, epitomized by 
the home on The Avenue of Faith. Moonlight examines women oppressed by their own culture as well as the 
larger community. The women symbolize exile as destiny, existence, emotion and personality forming force. 

Nahai's lyrical language and whimsy convert forbidding events into a charming tale with a moral riff on 
Jewish identity, exile, family and forgiveness. Nahai's imagery is terrific. Colorful, meandering scenes cul
minate in dramatic acts that advance the plot. Details capture the rich tapestry of an exotic culture and amus
ing or warped personalities. You will revel in the picaresque adventure and wild characters like Alexandra 
the Cat and Mercedes the Movie Star. 

Under the humor of family tiffs and dialogue are tears for the chronic Jewish condition of persecution and 
exile. Mysteries of character, motive and destiny are excellent; the magic of language and vision, even bet
ter. Moonlight on the Avenue of Faith was my favorite novel of 1999; don't start the millennium without it. 

Moonlight on the Avenue Of Faith by Gina B. Nahai. New York: Harcourt Brace & Company, 1999. 
376p. $24.00. ISBN: 0-15-100388-2. 

-------··~··-------



Library Light 
INSTITUTIONAl MEMBERSHIPS OF AJlSC 

1999- 2000 

ADAT ARIEL DAY SCHOOL 
Weber Library 

ALPERT JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTER 
Stanley S. Zack Library 

CONGREGATION NER TAMID OF SOUTH 
BAY 

EMEKHEBREW ACADEMY 

HEBREW UNION COLLEGE 
Frances Henry Library 

JEWISH COMMUNITY LIBRARY OF LOS 
ANGELES 

SEPHARDIC TEMPLE TIFERETH ISRAEL 
Levy Sepbardic Library 

SIMON WIESENTHAL CENTER LIBRARY 

SINAI TEMPLE 
Blumenthal Library 

TEMPLE BAT YAM 

TEMPLE EMANUEL 
Temple Emanuel Library 

TEMPLE ISAIAH 
Levine Library 

TEMPLE ISRAEL OF HOLLYWOOD 
Corwin Library 

TEMPLE JDDEA 
Paul Rubenstein Library 

TEMPLE SINAI OF GLENDALE 
Freedm'an Library 

UNIVERSITY SYNAGOGUE 
Kleiner Library 

VALLEY BETH SHALOM DAY SCHOOL 
Sheila Sporn Library 

IN MEMORIAM 

Daniel Judah Elazar, respected political scientist, author, scholar, 
professor, and co-inventor of a Jewish cataloging system, died on 
December 22, 1999 in Israel. Daniel and his brother David created the 
Elazar Classification System, which they also maintained. Its uniquely 
Jewish design, similar to Dewey, has been enjoyed for its sequential 
logic by many of our patrons for years. Daniel overcame childhood 
polio to become the preeminent scholar in his two areas of interest: 
Jewish comunnal life and western-style goverment. In addition to his 
brother, he is survived by his wife Harriet, his children Naomi, 
Yonatan, and Gideon, and 3 grandchildren 

David Goldin, former owner of the House of David Judaic bookstore 
died in the last week of December 1999. He was the mentor and 
teacher of many of the librarians in the San Fernando Valley as he 
advised and suggested books to fill our shelves and enrich our under
standing. His son Philip still helps AJLSC members and the general 
public to find good Jewish books at the North Hollywood store. Philip 
asked that donations in his father's memory be made to the libraries of 
our members. 

May their memories be a blessing. 

Association of Jewish Libraries of Southern California 
Executive Board for 1999-2001 

Judy Katz 

Lisa Handelman 

Sue Greening 

Grace Friedman 

Judy Cohn 

Amy Goldenberg 

Susan March 

Ama Schwartz 

Ronda Rose 

Ellen Cole 

Enid Sperber 

Sharon Blumenstein 

Joel Tuchman 

Gayle Schnaid 

Michael Masliah 

Hannah Kramer 

Abigail Yasgur 

Adaire Klein 

Susan Dubin 

Barbara Leff 

President 

First Vice President--Program 

Second Vice President--Membership 

Third Vice President--Hospitality 

Fourth Vice President--Publicity 

Recording Secretary 

Corresponding Secretary 

Treasurer 

Past President/Parliamentarian 

Library Light Co-Editor 

Library Light Co-Editor 

Historian 

Member at Large 

Member at Large 

County of L.A. Library Liaison 

LA. Public Library Liaison 

Jewish Community Library of L.A. Liaison 

Dorothy Schroeder Memorial Scholarship Fund 

Continuing Education 

Hebrew Union College Liaison 



Continued from page one ... Convention on Wednesday for 

the purpose of training and orientation of officers and 
chairpeople. National elections will be held this year and a 
new Board and Council will be installed. The slate of offi
cers will be published in the March newsletter. A nomi
nating committee chaired by Esther Nussbaum, immediate 
past president, and including our own Barbara Leff, also a 

past National AJL president, is preparing the slate. Once 
the slate is published, additions to the ballot can be made 
by any member who obtains five signatures favoring a 
certain candidate and a written consent of the candidate 
agreeing to be nominated. The ballot will be mailed to all 
AJL members in good standing about the first of May. 

Results of the election will be announced at Convention 
and published in the summer newsletter. 

Convention 2000 will be in our beautiful capitol 

city, Washington, D.C. The Convention hotel is the Loews 
L'Enfant Plaza, a luxury hotel with views of the Potomac 
located just two blocks from the Smithsonian. The metro 
has a stop located directly underneath the hotel which 
makes it very convenient to get to anywhere in 
Washington. Convention will feature the usual abundance 
of excellent programs with special features this year being 
a Sunday night reception at the Holocaust Museum and a 
full day of programming and a reception on Monday at 
the Library of Congress. Sessions on cataloging, archives, 
school programming, a local authors' lunch, and tours of 
the digital library are some of the features to be offered 
this year. In addition, the annual meetings of the 

Association and its Research and Special Libraries (R&S) 
and School, Synagogue and Centers (SSC) Divisions will 
be held on Wednesday morning. The Washington 
Convention Committee headed by Peggy Pearlstein, 
Michelean Amir, Harriet Reiter and Barbara Panitz have 

planned a spectacular experience for everyone. With travel 
subsidies available from National, and Dorothy Schroeder 
funds available locally, everyone should plan to attend. 

A concern ofthe Council and Board is that mem
bers who wish to participate actively in the Association 
are given the opportunity. Everyone interested in serving 
in a Board or Council position should let our local leader
ship know so that their names can be submitted for con
sideration. Serving on a National level is an enriching and 

rewarding experience. 

OUR FRIEND SHARON 

This is a further update on the condition of our dear 
friend and colleague Sharon Blumenstein who was 
diagnosed with leukemia in August. Recently, she 
had further treatment in the hospital. She still awaits 
a bone marrow transplant, her best remedy for a cure. 
Her family continues to conduct an international bone 
marrow match search. 

Sharon is not feeling too poorly, all things considered. 
She is grateful for our continuing support and con
stant caring and loves hearing from us. For more 
information on needed contributions and on the 
progress of her condition and her marrow search, 
please see the following two websites: http://home
town.aol.com/shablu/myhomepagelindex.html. Or 
http://www.dynamicws.com/hladrives. Her husband 
Larry's website is lblumenstein@aol.com. 

Sharon continues to be in our prayers and thoughts. 
Her Hebrew name for formal prayers is Sarah Bat 
Tamara Golda. Our heartfelt wishes for full recovery 
go to Sharon, Larry and their children Jenny, Mindy, 
Avi and Elana. 
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Library Light 
MATRON NO MORE! IS A SOLID HIT 

by Michael L. Masliah 

We were privileged to see a special performance at our last general meeting, 
December 13, 1999. Our own Enid Sperber presented her dramatic reading, 
Matron No More! based on the book Lost Love : The Untold Story of Henrietta 
Szold (JPS:1997). The book was edited by Baila Round Shargel and was based on 
Ms. Szold's private diaries and letters. 

Enid's performance covered the years 1903 - when the 42 year old Henrietta met 
and fell in love with the 29 year old scholar Louis Ginzberg - to 1908 -when he 
announced his engagement to a younger woman. Henrietta, who had put aside her 

own work to collaborate with him, was crushed. 

Enid, dressed from neck to toe in a blouse and long skirt, expressed the passion and later anguish that 
Henrietta put in her diaries. Enid has performed for 35 years on stage and TV, from Shakespeare to a recur
ring role on M* A *S*H. She is now the Librarian at Temple Israel in Hollywood. 

After the show Enid held a question and answer session where she brought everything together by discussing 
what happened to Henrietta in her later life. Henrietta became a staunch Zionist and founded Hadassah, now 
the world's largest Jewish organization. Louis, in contrast, is rarely read anymore. 

JOB OPPORTUNITIES TO CHECK OUT 

BEVERLY HILLS UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT LIBRARIAN 

The Hawthorne Elementary School seeks a full-time Library Media Teacher. AJLSC member Helen Rogaway describes 
this position as a teaching librarianship that is hard work, but an excellent job with outstanding pay and nice people. 
Applicants need a valid California Teaching Credential and will receive credit for up to three years past teaching or 
library experience. The salary range is $34,967 to $60,586. Send a letter of interest and a resume to the Personnel 
Office at 255 South Lasky Drive, Beverly Hills, 90212 or FAX 310-277-6137 or call310-277-5900 ext. 2252. 

SEPHARDI( TEMPLE TJFERETH ISRAEL LIBRARIAN 

Sephardic Temple Tifereth Israel has an opening for a part-time Librarian for the Religious School. The position 
includes administrative duties, cataloging, and sharing books with Religious School students. Library experience and 
Judaic knowledge are necessary. To apply, please call Liat Funk at 310-4 75-8493. 

SINAI TEMPLE LIBRARY DIRECTOR 

AJLSC member Rita Frischer retires and places the following position opening: Vibrant 1400 member Conservative 
congregation seeks a dynamic Director of Library Services for a national award-winning synagogue library. Duties 
include supervising operation of 30,000 volume Judaica and secular collection and media center, and providing ser
vices for day school, pre-school, religious school, adult education and fam.ily programming. Requirements are an 
MLS or equivalent; minimum of 4 years of high level library experience, 2 in a supervisory capacity; strong Judaica 
background. Sinai is seeking a professional who can relate well to all age groups and has the vision to chart our 
library future. Competitive salary and benefit package. Interested candidates should fax resumes including salary his
tory to 31 0-2 78-724 7, attention Anna Teneblatt, Chair of the Search Committee. Her e-mail is atenenblat@aol.com. 



Association of Jewish Libraries of Southern California 
Dorothy Schroeder Fund 

Application for Association of Jewish Libraries Convention 
Scholarship 

Guidelines: 
•Applicant must be a member of AJL-SC 
•Applicant must be currently employed in Judaica Librarianship 
•Recipient of a scholarship must plan to attend entire convention 
• All information will remain confidential 
•Every effort is made to assist as many people as possible, with special emphasis on new people 
•Complete this form and mail/fax before March 15, 2000 

Adaire J. Klein 
 

Tel:  
310-772-7604 (W) 

Fax: 310-277-6568 (W)  

e-mail:   

Date: ------------------
Convention City ______________________ _ Dates: --------------------

Name -------------------------------------------------------------------------
Address 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------
Phone: Fax: e-mail --------------------- -------------- -----------------------------
Employer ____________________________________________________________________ __ 
Position/Title -------------------------------------------------------------------
How long in present position? ------------------------------------------------------
Are you a member of AJL-SC? AJL? ____________________________ __ 
What do you hope to gain from this convention? ______________________________________ ___ 

If you receive a scholarship, what commitment are you prepared to make to AJJLSC? __________ _ 

Will you receive fund from any other source? __________________________________________ _ 

Ifso,fromwhom? --------------------------------------------------------------
Does your employer subsidize your attendance?-----------------------------------------
Ifso,howmuchisyoursubsidy? __________________________________________________ __ 
Do you object if your employer receives a letter notifying them that you have been awarded a scholarship for 
the AJL Convention? -------------------------------------------------------------

Signature ____________________________________________________________________ __ 



Library Light 
WHArS UP? 

HADASSAH HELPS 

During the entire month ofNovember I999 the Hadassah chapters 
in Southern California celebrated Jewish Book Month by collect
ing books to replace those lost in the sad vandal attack and fire at 
Temple B'nai Israel of Sacramento last June. Deborah Deming 
and Kim Pomerantz of Hadassah's METRO and NARC chapters 
spearheaded the drive for hardcovers only, especially children's 
volumes, to send north to Librarian Poshi Mikalson. 

HANDELMAN AND SPERBER GRACE REDLANDS 
CONFERENCE 

On March I Oth Lisa Handelman, Adat Ari El Day School 
Librarian and Enid Sperber, Library Director of Temple Israel will 
speak at the University of Redlands Children's Literature Conference. This well respected annual conference 
serves teachers and librarians. Lisa and Enid's talk is "Using Jewish Children's Literature in the Multicultural 
Classroom." Lois Lowry will headline the two-day symposium which ends March II th. 

LIBRARIAN IDEAS ON THE AIR 

Ellen Cole of Temple Isaiah and Suzi Dubin of Valley Beth Shalom Day School are two of the four members 
on the KCSN advisory committee for the latest project of Jewish stories on the air. Johanna Cooper will pro
duce a new special for families and children called One People, Many Stories for the Northridge radio station. 
Abigail Yasgur of the Jewish Community Library of LA coordinates committee members who suggest the 
content for this new professional series of readings by famous stars. The other two members are Karen 
Golden, story teller and Abigail Phillips of Storyopolis. 

NINE SPOONS A TOP PICK 

The 1998 Sydney Taylor Children's Picture Book Winner, Nine Spoons, by Rancho Mirage resident Marci 
Stillerman is a "Top Pick" of Books by US News & World Report. In their December 6, 1999 issue the maga
zine noted "the poignant picture book is almost unbelievable and absolutely true." The book headed their list. 
Stillerman accepted the S. T. Award at the Boca Raton Convention in June 1999. Since then the volume has 
been published in braille and the Washington DC Holocaust Museum acquired it for its permanent collection 
of books. 

WOMEN OF VALOR 2000 

Make sure your March calendar includes Women's History Month programming. This year the Jewish 
Women's Archive in partnership with Ma'yan: The Jewish Women's Project features three outstanding 20th 
century women: Bobbie Rosenfeld (sports), Bella Abzug (politics) and Barbara Myerhoff 
(anthropologist/author). Inaugurated in 1997, the Women of Valor project, supports classroom activities with 
posters and resource guides and an informative and interactive web site: www.jwa.org. If you do not already 
have your supplies contact Leslie Mirchin or Susan Shapiro 

 



ClASS ACTS 

Spring for the Spring Class 
by Susan Dubin 

Save your spring Thursday evenings for AJLSC's new HUC for
credit- two units! -course on Jewish Children's Literature. Classes 
will start in late February or early March. Watch your mail box for 
details or call Suzi Dubin at 818-788-6000, ext. 620 

SCHROEDER FUND DONATIONS RECEJVED WITH THANKS FROM: 

Sue and Paul Greening with wishes for a speedy recovery to Ellen Cole. 

LA liBRARIANS, GO TO DC! 
SCHROEDER FUND OFFERS STIPEN 

by Adaire Klein 

The Dorothy Schroeder Memorial Fund again offers stipends t embers in good standing for the 35th 
AJL convention, June 18-21 st in s · n , DC. The pre isites - urrent employment in Judaica 
Librarianship and plans to atten e entire con tion ceedin - are outlined on the application form 
(printed on page 7). Complete this fo and send it to Adaire lein no later than Wednesday, March 15, 
2000. AJLSC members are eligible to app or both our S oeder grants and the national AJL convention 
grant. 

The Schroeder Scholarship Committee embers Klei Barbar Leff and Dorothy Steiner, want to encourage 
convention attendance by th e w ave een befor and th se who are not receiving money elsewhere. 
The Schroeder fund intends to s ort t e professional gro o AJLSC librarians by partially subsidizing 
attendance at the annual national co fer nee. Eligibility incl s factors listed above and active membership 
contribution to the local chapter. 
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CINDERELLL\: 1\ UNIT OF STUD~ \\1ITHIN THE LIBR1\R~ 

B~ 1\n1a Sch'\varlz 

This project has been done with the fifth grade classes, at the Pressman Academy Lainer Library. It 
is one that combines creativity,cooperation, and student preparation. Most students seem to really 
enjoyit. For those few students who find they have trouble working in the group to which they are 
assigned, it is a life lesson in getting along with people one must work with in this world. 

Students are assigned to their groups randomly by picking 
numbers. Each book is given a number prior to choosing 
groups and the only changes allowed are when there is truly 
a conflict in personalities and both the classroom teacher 
and librarian feel placing a student in a different group is the 
only way to solve a conflict. Otherwise, students are shown 
that there are many ways to work with people that one 
would rather not have todeal with. 

The project is presented first by reading the students a ver
sion of the Cinderella story. I like to use Dinorella by 
Pamela Duncan because it is funny and the students really 
enjoy this version. We then discuss how it is the same and 
how it is different from the original version. I then show 
one or two of the presentations on videotape from previous 
years so that students can see a good example of a creative 
presentation. At this time I stress that the presentations are 
not to be mere presentationsof the story itself, but that each 
group is to select and present only the best part of their ver
sion, or the part that makes it different from the original. 
Everyone is to have a special task in the presentation and 
that they are to be well rehearsed. 

Students are then given several library sessions to read, discuss, create and practice their presenta
tions. The only part of the assignment that is to be done outside of weekly library visits is making 
props and costumes. I also encourage students to leave their group notes in the 
library because, inevitably at least one student always loses the group notes or is absent and the 
group has a problem proceeding during the planning stage. 

Each presentation is then videotaped and at the end of all the presentations, the videotape is shown 
to all the groups and a "secret ballot" vote is taken as to which version is the best. I try to stress that 
voting should not be based on friendship, but which group actually gave the most convincing presen
tation that their version was the best, as if they were an advertising agency, trying to convince the 
public that their product is the one to buy. The winners are then announced - third, second, and first 
place. The books receive ribbons and the first place wi1ming group receive certificates for presenta
tion of the best version. 

Each group receives the following assignment sheet: 

Assignment: Read and discuss your Cinderella version with your group. Present your version to 



the rest of the class, with the object in mind of trying to convince them that yours is the best version. The pre
sentations will take place in a few weeks, when all groups are ready. After all books are presented, the entire 
class will vote on which one is the best version. 

You will be given several library sessions to read your version of the Cinderella story and work out how you 
will do your presentation with your group, and rehearse your presentation. Only one or two people should do 
the talking during the presentation part ofthis assignment, the rest of the group can help with showing pictures 
(preselected during your preparation period) to the rest of the class or displaying any other visual aids you 
wish to use (costumes, your own drawings, diagrams, signs, puppets, etc.). 

Your presentation (no longer than five minutes) should include: 
1. a short summary of how your story is the same or different from the original version 
2. what are the outstanding features of your book 
3. show several of the best pictures in your version (when showing the pictures hold the book so 

that everyone can see the pictures) 
4. talk slowly and clearly enough so that you can be understood by everyone 
5. when it is not your turn to present, remember you need to be courteous to your classmates 
6. your group presenter may have notes (on 3 x 5 cards) for the presentation, but don't just read them, 

know what you want to say before you begin. 

Remember: Your job is to convince the rest of the class that your version is the best! 

BIBLIOGl~i\PH)? FOR THE CINDERELl..i\ Pl~OJECI 

Bigfoot Cinderrrrrella Tony Johnson 
Cinder Edna Ellen Jackson 
Cinderella's Rat Susan Meddauch 
Cinderelly Frances Minter 
Dinorella: a prehistoric fairy tale Pamela Duncan Edwards 
Egyptian Cinderella Shirley Climo 
Cendrillion Robert D. San Souci 
Irish Cinderlad (male lead character) Shirley Climo 
Korean Cinderella Shirley Climo 
Raisel's Riddle (Judaic theme) Maida Silverman 
Rough Faced Girl (Algonquin Legend) Rafe Martin 
The Frog Princess Laura Cecil 
The Turkey Girl (Zuni Legend) Penny Pollock 

$MAZELTOV$ 
to: 

Michael Masliah on his new position as AJLSC's Co-Vice President for Programming. Michael is ready 
with new ideas and welcomes any and all of ours. 

Enid Sperber on her stunning performance as Henrietta Szold in Matron No More! Enid's solo performance 
held us spell bound. She certainly deserved the standing ovation and thunderous applause. 

Dorothy Steiner on the birth of her first grandchild, Steven Isaac Steiner on December 9, 1999. We extend 
our congratulations to proud parents Nancy and Neal Steiner. 

CONDOLENCES to: 

Harvey Horowitz, Library Director at HUC, on the death of his mother, Shoshana Horowitz, in December 
1999. Our thoughts are with him at this sad time. 
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GENERAL MEETING 
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7:30PM 

at the U. J. 
Dinner at 6:15 




