
JCC's Open Fourth 
People of the Book .., Jewish Book Festival 

by Ellen Cole 

Hold the dates- October 24 and November 12-16- for the fourth JCC-GLA Jewish book festival encom
passing the Westside and the San Fernando Valley. The People of the Book festival offers celebrity authors 
and speakers in a wide variety of exciting programs for all ages, interests and affiliations. The Association 
of Jewish Libraries is a sponsor of this dynamic LA event as well as one ofthe individual programs. Three 
members of AJLSC serve on the Book Festival committee as advisors: Ellen Cole, Fran Shuster and 
Abigail Yasgur. 

You'll find all of the following programs conveniently located in either the Westside JCC or the West Valley 
JCC. This year the festival has been tighten in terms of venues and events to make it less hectic and more 
user friendly to find and to calendar. You and your patrons can choose topics about Jewish finance, law, 
education, spirituality, adventure and roots. Look for your favorite author, new ideas, Hanukkah gift books 
or the latest reading treat for yourself. 

The October 24th pre-festival program at Temple Beth Am stars Ari Goldman 
and Samuel Freedman whose hot new books consider the latest concerns 
among Jews today. Goldman's Being Jewish: The Spiritual and Cultural 
Practice of Judaism Today discusses meanings and ritual origins without affil
iation baggage. In contrast, Freedman's Jew vs. Jew: The Struggle for the Soul 
of American Jewry chronicles denominational clashes. 

The chronological description of events is conveniently separated into geo
graphical areas to help you direct your patrons. Westside 

(Continued on Page 5) 
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KOREH LA HELPS SOLVE THE INJUSTICE Of ILLITERACY 

Deborah Kattler Kupetz, Chair of KOREH LA, knows that illiteracy is an injustice and works with fellow Jews to 
remedy the problem. Motivating speaker Kupetz will give the scoop on the founding and development of the LA 
Jewish Coalition for Literacy called KOREH LA. This new, but increasingly successful outreach program to increase 

literacy across LA in elementary grades would like the support and involvement of AJLSC 
members and their libraries. 

JOIN US Monday evening, November 6th at 7:30 pm at the Blumenthal 
Library of Sinai Temple in West LA. The address is 10400 Wilshire Blvd. 
Sinai is on the southwest corner of Wilshire and Beverly Glen Blvd. 
about five minutes east of the 405 Freeway exit at Wilshire. The Library 
is on the third floor. Parking is available in the lot under the building. 
Enter the lot from Ashton Ave which is one block south of Wilshire. The 

lot driveway is just west of the intersection of Ashton and Beverly Glen. 
Be sure to push the button on the driveway box to open the gate. Lost? 

Call the Blumenthal Library staff at 310-4 74-1518, ext. 3216. 
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S Message 
by Judy Katz 

• 5761 will be an exciting year for us as individuals and for AJLSC as an entity. We will 
participate with the San Diego/Tijuana chapter in planning the 36th AJL convention in La 
Jolla that will take place June 24 to June 27, 2001. 

As we start the New Year, I've been thinking of something written by Rabbi Rachel Cowan. 
"Nowadays when we are so focused on the individual self, individual boundaries, individ-

> ual rights, we don't think much about our responsibility to the collective. But we are more 
··•·· than single Jews. We make up the Jewish people, And the quality of the people, and the 

light it brings into the world depends on us. Our challenge is not so much overcoming 
parochialism or opening our eyes beyond the Jewish world. It is committing ourselves to 

participate in shaping the future of our people here and in Israel.". I recently reread Cowan's Beginning Anew: 
A Woman's Companion to the High Holidays (Touchstone/Simon & Shuster, 1997) and found this moving, 
pertinent quote on p. 280.) 

May you be inscribed in the Book of Life for a healthy, happy year. 

HELLO, HELLO THERE! 

We have 65 members reports Sue 

Greening, Membership Vice-President. 
Seventeen of these are institutional 
including a new institutional member, 

the Skirball Cultural Center Library. 

Renewals for 2000-2001 are lagging; 
only 29 checks have arrived. Librarians 

where are you, your libraries and your 

checks? 

Did you forget to renew? Please fill 
out the membership form on the last 

page of this issue. Mail it to Sue 
Greening at the address on the form or 
bring it with your dues check to the 
November 6th General Meeting. Only cur
rent, paid-up members receive Library Light 
with news of events and professional 
advice. Don't be cut off. Don't miss out. 
Plan to share programs, job opportunities, 
classes, advice and activities. 

RENEW 
YOUR 

MEMBERSHIP 
TODAY! 
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JEWISH HISTORY IN SOUTHERN DRAWL 
By Ellen Cole 

ank you author Stella Suberman for having a "roots emergency" and writ
ing your family memoir, which captures the small town Southern experience 

humor and panache. The Jew Store is a delicious slice of the American 
~=====!!Jewish past. 

Suberman's skill turns her personal story into charming cultural history. Her observant eye, sharp ear and sassy 

mouth recall a by-gone era, its business practices and social mores. Suberman celebrates regionalism as she chroni
cles a 1920's Jewish foray into a place where anti-Semitic neighbors were wary and unwelcoming. Her true story 
changes names for privacy. 

Her immigrant father Aaron Bronson discovered Jewish life in Savannah with co-religionists whose business prac

tices adhered to Southern rules (unlike Russia and the Lower Eastside you worked Saturday, closed Sunday) and 
whose shul was a marriage market. But Bronson met a friend's cousin, also a Russian immigrant in New York; after 
marriage and two children they moved to Nashville. Investors offered him the chance to have his own store in 
Concordia, Tennessee: small (population 5318) but with good prospects (a new shoe factory). The immigrant dream 
came true on Main Street: Bronson's Low-Priced Store. 

The book title- which the publisher fought fearing it would be read as a slur rather than an apt description- pro
scribes exactly a genre of merchandising throughout the South in the 20th century. "Jew Store" said exactly who ran 
it, what it offered and who shopped there. Locals coined the term for a modest establishment selling clothing and 
domestics to the poorer people, the farmers, sharecroppers, blacks and factory workers. Often the owner and his fam
ily were the only Jews in town. Until the Bronsons every Jew in Concordia was a visiting peddler. The Bronsons 
were the first and only Jewish residents, the author the first Jew born there. 

Each of the family members reacted differently to the town's colorful characters, prejudices and reluctant hospitality. 
Suberman recalls with insight and droll wit escapades silly and sad. When Concordia's liberated, liberal spinster 
adopts the Bronsons they give free rein to their social consciousness. The Klu Klux Klan threatened them as Jews and 
Yankees and controlled their commercial success. Details of the retail business and finances are interesting. 
Initiatives, hard work, savvy interpersonal skills and decency turn rural America into home until looming mixed mar

riage and Depression returned the family to the Bronx. 

This book is fun! Southern dialect and accent pepper amusing dialogue. Nostalgia does not downplay the dignity, 

courage and sacrifice of parents ensuring their children's Jewish identity. Decisions for the sake of Jewish continuity 
change family dynamics and relationships. The Jew Store and its author were a hit at Convention in Boca Raton; 
they are a sure fire hit for your libraries. 

The Jew Store by Stella Suberman. Chapel Hill, N.C.: Algonquin Books, 1998. 298p. $19.95. ISBN: 1-56512-198-8 

----···~··-----
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IN MEMORIAM 

We note and mourn the deaths of the authors, editors and philan
thropists whose works bring quality to our library shelves and walls. 

Leonard Baskin, Jewish sculptor whose work we visited at the FDR 
memorial during convention this June, the same month as his death. 
Baskin is also famous for his Holocaust Memorial in Ann Arbor, 
Michigan and his woodcut prints. 

Dorothy Corwin, staunch supporter of two AJLSC institutional mem
bers, who died in July. She was a generous benefactor of The Temple 
Israel of Hollywood Corwin Library named for her father-in-law, 
Joseph and she was a sustainer and board member of the Skirball 
Cultural Center. 

David Guralnik, editor-in-chief of Webster's New World Dictionary 
and a keynote speaker at AJL's Cleveland convention, who died in May. 
Guralnik was a daring lexicographer who included "ain't" in the dictio
nary, thereby deeming it respectable usage and removed the terms 
"kike" and "nigger" which he deemed obscenities. On his retirement, 
Webster reinstated these derogatory terms. 

Abraham Pais, author of one of the most acclaimed biographies of 
Albert Einstein, died in July. His book, Subtle is the Lord: The Science 
and the Life of Albert Einstein won the 1983 American Book Award 
and was the first Einstein biography written in English. Pais spent the 
war years in his native Holland hiding from the Nazis and was briefly 
imprisoned by the Gestapo. 

George Segal, prolific sculptor whose biblical tableaux received a one
man show at the Skirball Museum. Famous for his plaster figures, he 
did a bronze piece for the FDR memorial, which we saw in June, the 
month of his death. Segal is famous for his everyman works and his 
political works, notably the Kent State Memorial and The Holocaust, a 
memorial in San Francisco's Lincoln Park . 

Karl Shapiro, the best American Poet of World War II and the 1945 
Pulitzer Prize Poet, died in May. He was only 32 when he won the 
Pulitzer which was based on his war poetry. Shapiro began his career 
as a Librarian. He became the consultant in poetry to the Library of 
Congress, the post now called poet laureate, at the age of 34! His book, 
Poems of a Jew was reviewed as "an important acknowledgement of a 
poet writing from the margins of society." 

Curt Siodmak, author and creator of the Wolf Man, in September. 
Famous for his sci-fi books as Donovan's Brain and his wild creatures
the Wolf Man was honored by the US Postal Service in its Movie 
Monster commemorative series - Siodmak noted that his experiences as 
a Jew in Nazi Germany influenced his story lines. The moon that trans
formed men to beasts symbolized the swastika and his fear of being 
sent to a concentration camp, a fate he escaped when he fled Germany 
in 1933. 

May their memories be a blessing. 

., 



Continued from page one ... 
events are at the Westside JCC, 5870 West Olympic 
Blvd. in West LA. The Festival's opening Sunday, 
November 12th, offers an afternoon program for children 
and an evening panel for adults. At 2:00pm the We Tell 
Stories troupe presents play-along theater for the young 
at heart, using ordinary objects in extra-ordinary ways to 
tell three charming Jewish tales for children. At 7:30pm 
authors Zsa Zsa Gershick of Gay Old Girls and Sharon 
Siegel of Jewish Mothers Tell Their Stories offer two 
perspectives on the Gay and Lesbian Jewish community. 
This program's moderator is AJLSC member Yaffa 
Weisman. 

Tova Miris, author of the popular The Ladies Auxiliary 
headlines the AJLSC sponsored program - to which all 
AJLSC members and one companion each are invited 
free as guests of the festival on Monday evening 
November 13th program at 7:30pm. This novel, full of 
verve and chutzpah, recalls Jewish life Tennessee. You 
will be an educated audience, because you can compare 
it to The Jew Store reviewed in this issue of Library 
Light. Rabbi Niles Eliot Goldstein promises a combina
tion of exciting travels and spirituality in his Tuesday, 
November 14th program. He will share his difficult sit
uations and personal challenges behind his new book, 
God at the Edge: Searching for the Divine in 
Uncomfortable and Unexpected Places. 

Wednesday, November 15th at 7:30pm is fiction night. 
Myla Goldberg shares her delightful first novel, Bee 
Season, a coming of age story about a Jewish girl pro
pelled to celebrity through spelling bee victories. Nomi 
Eve traces six generations of love affairs and legends in 
The Family Orchard. This fiction reflects facts from the 
author's family secrets and Israeli history. 

The Festival ends with Thursday evening, November 
16th's moving Holocaust program moderated by respect
ed television reviewer Connie Martinson and co-spon
sored by AJLSC institutional member the Simon 
Wiesenthal Center Library and Archives. Daniel Asa 
Rose will share the pilgrimage he recently took with his 
children to trace personal history during the Shoah. His 
powerful memoir Hiding Places: A Father and his Sons 
Retrace their Family's Escape from the Holocaust is much 
in the news. Richard Cohen will share his history The 
A~engers: A Jewish War Story about resistance fighters; 
his grandmother was one of them! 

Valley programs are at the West Valley JCC at 2622 
Vanowen St. in West Hills. The kick-off opening is for 
children. Sunday, November 12th offers a return-by-pop
ular demand of Sammy Spider for tiny tots. Local author 
and teacher Sylvia Rouss enchants and teaches at 2:00pm. 
The ever thrilling mystery night is Wednesday, November 
15th at 7:30pm. David Liss will discuss A Conspiracy of 
Paper about 18th century finance, murder and religion. 
Sharon Kahn will explain why you should Never Nosh a 
Matzah Ball about the death of a fitness trainer with a 
thawed matzah ball in his pocket. Both authors promise 
not to tell who dunn it! This panel is moderated by local 
Westside author Rochelle Krich. The closing Valley pro
gram on Thursday, November 16th at 7:30pm stars 
Richard Kline a solo performance of Boychick, a moving 
father-son-Jewish roots monograph. 

Urge your patrons to celebrate Jewish authors! celebrate 
Jewish books! Show them the festival brochure with the 
details about these rich programs. Although four years 
young, the festival is one of the best known Jewish Book 
Festivals in the country. If you need more brochures or 
more information call the Westside JCC at 323-938-2531 
ext. 2207. 



~~-- --~~~------~~-

"J 11 ., 1 1 I Lrvrary Ltgnr 
ARTISTS AND PLANNERS 

AJLSC member Lois Rose Rose gave an enlightening and unusual talk with slides and jewelry 

pieces at our June 2000 general meeting. The full crowd in the community room of the Hampton 
Court Condos applauded Rose's skill as an artist, her expertise on historical background and her 
warmth as a speaker. Rose, a bead specialist, displayed jewelry using the stones in the priestly 
breastplates. She used her book, Gifted Hands, a discussion guide to ornamental Jewish artisan work 

and its entwined spirituality. Rose noted that many artistic Jewish pieces do not indicate sources 

because the information was destroyed either by enemies in retribution or by Jews themselves for 

protection. She noted the Jewish connection to precious stones goes back to Genesis and the descrip

tion of the Garden of Eden. 

The September general meeting, specially held on a Sunday afternoon, mixed business and plea
sure as 27 of us hosted 8 members of the San Diego/Tijuana chapter to plan the June 2001 AJL 

convention. AJLSC members agreed to share ideas and offered elbow grease over the now too 

few coming mo':ths. The next issue of Library Light will highlight plans and invite help from all 

of our members. Thanks to Board Member Lisa Handelman's parents who opened their lovely 
home for our busy, but festive, opening general meeting of the 2000-20001 year. 

SCHROEDER FUND DONATIONS RECEIVED WITH THANKS FROM: 

Susan Dubin in honor of Judy Cohn's new home. 

Ellen Cole in memory of Sharon Blumenstein, beloved colleague and friend. 

Ellen Cole in honor of Judy Cohn's new home. 

Ellen Cole in memory of David Gertelman, Elliot Gertel's brother. 

Sue Greening in memory of Sharon Blumenstein, beloved colleague and friend. 

Lisa Handelman in honor of David Schnaid's help with taxes. 

Adaire and Manny Klein in memory of Sharon Blumenstein, beloved colleague and friend. 

Ronda and Fred Rose in memory of Sharon Blumenstein, beloved colleague and friend. 

Ronda Rose in memory of David Gertelman, Eliott Gertel's brother. 

Ronda Rose in memory of Rosalie Katchen, dear friend on AJL Council. 

Ronda and Fred Rose to wish a speedy recovery to Susan March's niece, Deena. 

Ronda Rose in memory of Rabbi Baruch Meir Rabinowitz, father of Pearl Berger. 

Ronda Rose in' memo;y of Helen Shapiro, beloved mother of Judy Greenblatt. 

Tribute cards purchased by: 

Judy Cohn 

DON'T FORGET THE SCHROEDER FUND 

Tribute cards support the Dorothy Schroeder Memorial Fund which provides incentive awards to those who make significant contributions to 
Judaic Librarianship, convention travel and education class grants. Donations arc easily made to Arna Schwartz by mail. Note the change : 
Requests for cards go to Arna at E-Mail: arnas@mediaonc.net or by phone call to the Laincr Library. Please make your checks out to the Dorothy 
Schroeder Fund 



IN MEMORY OF SHARON BlUMENSTEIN 
Dear Friends and Colleagues, 

"Hashem natan ve-Hashem lakach."- G-d gave, now G-d took back. In the Southern California chapter of AJL tonight, 
we mourn the passing of our dear friend and colleague, Sharon Blumenstein, Librarian of Emek Hebrew Academy 
(North Hollywood, CA) -- Sarah B'racha bat She'lomo Zalman and Tamara Golda, who passed away Wednesday, August 
29- 29 Av. Sharon fought valiantly from the moment of her diagnosis a year ago --always with hope, with dignity, with 
a smile, always with absolute bitachon -- faith and trust -- in the Kadosh Barukh Hu. Through hundreds of world~ wide 
testing sites and thousands of bone marrow tests, 

Sharon and her family never gave up; they always remained hopeful -- excited and rejoicing when a match was found 
for someone else. Sharon was always ready to try something new, even the most current experimental procedures, 
always praying for another day of life with her family and her community. 

Today was Rosh Chodesh Elul. In keeping with the Halakhah (Jewish Law) that does not permit eulogies on Rosh 
Chodesh, we shall refrain from such at this time. 

We share with you that Sharon was the quintessential school librarian. She loved each child as her own and inspired 
each of them to read and read some more; she even decorated her sweaters with pins and pictures to achieve her goals. 
Her sweaters became her trade mark. 

This morning, well over a thousand people gathered in Sharon's shu!, together with her family, to bid her a fond 
farewell. Her work on this earth is finished. Her soul now returns to G-d, Who gave it, from where she will continue 
her efforts on behalf of her loved ones, her community, and all who knew and loved her. 

On behalf of all of us in AJLSC and in Sharon's memory, we pledge our continued support for Judaic libraries with qual
ified, dedicated leaders, who can make Sharon's dreams a reality. 

To Sharon's husband, Larry/Yisroel; to her children Jenny, Mindy, Avi, and Eliana; to her parents; to her brother; to 
Larry's parents and to all her extended family -- from the bottom of our hearts, thank you for sharing Sharon with us; 
may G-d give you strength and comfort-- Ha-makom ye'nachem etkhem be-tokh she'ar evle Tsiyon vi-rushalayim. 
May Sharon's memory be a blessing for all of us. 

by Adaire Klein for AJLSC 

At the request of the family, contributions in Sharon's memory can be 
made to the Sarah B'racha Library Fund; Emek Hebrew Academy; 15356 
Magnolia Blvd.; Sherman Oaks, CA 91tt03. 1-818-380-9950. 

CONDOLENCES TO AJLSC 

AJL Board Member, Shoshanah Seidman wrote a warm and touching note to our chapter from Chicago. We share it with you. 
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AJLSC ARTIST 
Board Member Amy Goldenberg, noted paper cut artist, will be one of 
the participating artists in the 20th annual Festival of Jewish Artisans at 
Temple Isaiah. In fact, the temple chose one of Amy's lovely art works 
for the cover design of the brochure advertising this well respected and 
well known art show. The Festival runs from November 17 to 19, 2000 
and all AJLSC can see and purchase Amy's art on Sunday the 19th. The 
address of Temple Isaiah is 10345 West Pico Blvd. in West LA. We 
applaud Amy on this singular honor. 

COLE CRITIQUES THE LATEST CHILDREN'S LIT 
Ellen Cole becomes a personal guide to the best in children's Judaic lit
erature at the Wednesday evening, November 29th program of the 
Jewish Community Library Salon Series, the adult lecture series. Ellen 
will discuss the 2000 crop of Jewish children's books, as well as classics from prior years. Barnes and Noble have the 
new titles for sale at the event as a convenience. The program is just in time for Hanukkah shopping or stocking library 
shelves to brighten the winter doldrums. Come to the new JCLLA quarters back at 6505 Wilshire Blvd. The program 
starts at 7:00pm. 

COLLEAGUE IN THE SPOTLIGHT 
AJL Member Marcia Posner is the honoree of The Holocaust Memorial and Educational Center of Nassau County. The 
eighth annual tribute dinner on November 13, 2000 at the Woodbury Jewish Center on Long Island, New York will cele
brate her dedicated work over the past five years with the library and programming of the center which taught over 
30,000 school children this year. Posner is the Vice President of Programming at the Center. 

IMLS COMES WEST TO WIESENTHAL 
The Wiesenthal Library was one ofthe winners of the first ever national award for community service presented by the 
Institute of Museum and Library Services. As reported in our June 2000 issue, Adaire went to Washington, DC to 
receive this prestigious award. Now the IMLS comes West to make a local presentation. The award ceremony is 
October 29th at 3:30pm in the Peltz Theater of the Museum of Tolerance. The presentation will share the program for 
the MOT'S Once Upon A World Children's Book Award (see below!). 

JCLLA RETURNS TO 6505 
Mark your directories and redirect yourselfto the Jewish Community Library's new home, back in the new-old building! 
The Library wins ground floor space in the totally renovated Federation high-rise and will begin with a Children's 
Library. The address is 6505 Wilshire Blvd. LA, CA 90048. 

LIBRARY OF CALIFORNIA CONSORTIUM CONSORTS WITH AJLSC 
Suzi Dubin's retirement from the Library of California governing board does not mean the end of a connection with 
Jewish Librarians. New VBS Librarian Leya Booth will replace Suzi as the School Librarian Representative for Region 
Four of the Library of California. Thanks to Ley a we stay connected and visible! 

MOT LAUNCHES LATEST LEVITIN 

The Museum of Tolerance presents local author Sonia Levitin discussing her hot off the presses new YA novel, Dream 
Freedom. On Wednesday evening, November 29th at 7:30 pm. at the Museum, 9786 W. Pi co, the corner of Pico and 
Roxbury, Levitin will discuss the true events underlying her story of slavery in present day Sudan. The book parallels 
the despair of the slaves with the hope of American students striving to abolish injustice. Please call 310-772-7604 to 
make a reservation. 



ON THE MAP 
so to speak! The April 15, 2000 issue of Library Journal finally printed the announcement of the annual AJL conven
tion. We have been trying for years to make the print in their calendar page and this year we did it- and with a long, 
newsy paragraph at that. 

PRESIDENT ON BOARD 
AJLSC president Judy Katz is a new member of AJL Council. Last June at the Washington, DC Convention Judy was 
one of three chapter presidents honored to serve on national Council. Her term is for two years and we are proud of her 
and our continuing California presence. 

SPERBER AND MAGICAL CHILDREN'S BOOKS 
Enid Sperber represented librarians as part of a panel entitled the Magical World of Children's Books at the Japanese 
American National Museum in downtown Los Angeles on Sunday October 8th. The panel was set to coincide with an 
exhibit of the art of Allen Say, the award winning Japanese-American children's book author and illustrator. 

WIESENTHAL CENTER ANNOUNCES FIFTH TOLERANCE BOOK AWARD 
Ruby Bridges is the winner of the Simon Wiesenthal Center's annual Once Upon A World Children's Book award for her 
moving picture book, Through My Eyes. Bridges will receive the award in person at the ceremony on Sunday, October 
29th at 3:30 pm in the Peltz Theater of the Museum of Tolerance. Her book deals with her experiences as a six year old 
little girl who integrated the New Orleans public school system, escorted by two Federal marshals during the turbulent 
civil rights era of the 1960's. The annual children's book award honors the work which embodies the highest values of 
tolerance, human understanding and diversity. This award is endowed by local author Sonia and Lloyd Levitin. 
Admission to the October 29th event is free, but reservations are necessary. Please call 310-772-2526. 

JEWISH BOOK MONTH IS ON 1HE WAY 

What are your plans for Jewish Book Month? 

Guest Authors? 
Speakers? 
Contests or Read-a-Thons? 
Celebrity Readers? 
Swinging Parties in the Library Halls? 
Staid Dinners with Publishers? 
Other? 

Once again, Library Light will compile a retrospective city-wide Journal on JBM activities. The Due Date is November 
16th. Answer the above questions or write an article and put it on a disk. Dare we suggest you be an early bird and 
bring your program article to the General Meeting at UCLA on November 6th? Can't make the meeting? Mail your 
disk or FAX your article to Ellen Cole and e-mail Enid before November 16th. Thanks! 

This year Jewish Book Month runs from November 21st to December 21st. If you do not already have applications to 
receive supplies from the Jewish Book CounciL call Carolyn Hessel at 212-532-4958, ext. 297. 
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JCLLA -- ITS COMMUNITY ROLE AND POTENTIAL 

By Barbara Leff 

AJLSC Board members scheduled meeting time to explore the role of the Jewish Community Library of Los 
Angeles (JCLLA) in our community. On March 13, 2000, they met with Dr. Gerald Wacker, of Analytic 
Insights, who was the professional strategic planner hired by JCLLA Library Director, Abigail Yasgur, to write 
the JCLLA Strategic Plan -- thanks to a grant from the Maurice Amado Foundation. 

Board members helped to define JCLLA, commented on its current services, and offered suggestions for the 
future, e.g.: 

What is JCLLA? 
• a place for the unaffiliated and affiliated-- a Jewish public library where everyone is always welcome. 

• a place for synagogue libraries and public libraries to refer inquiries. 

• a large collection with diversity of viewpoints, from Orthodox to secular, not limited by an institution's phi

losophy; materials for all ages - children through adults - fiction and non-fiction - as well as archival mate
rials of Southern California history. 

• an online catalog, accessible through its Web site anywhere anytime (www. JCLLA.org) 

• has knowledgeable librarian and reference people who know Judaica well. 
• loans items for free to everyone-- no fees, refundable deposits, or membership required like other Judaica 

libraries. 
+ mails items, including videos, for free; borrowers pay for their return postage only. 

• has several computers for free Internet access (on a DSL line). 

• has a lively Web site for activities, teacher resources and curricula, bibliographies; patrons can reserve 
materials on its online catalog, email reference questions, etc. 

• has some good esoteric materials for research not available elsewhere; has a good selection of Jewish music 

on CD's; and has CD-ROM's to preview. 

• sponsors storytelling for young children, an adult salon series, and other programs. 
• offers consulting services to new or revitalized synagogue libraries. 

How JCLLA differs from public libraries 
• public libraries tend to shy away from heavy religious content 

• because of limited funding, public libraries can purchase only more popular works of any religious commu

nity, and has minimal copies to focus on neighborhood needs. 
[Note: Interestingly, "highest circulating public libraries are correlated with Jewish population." Example: 

Russian community donates $ for books at their local LAPL branch; they read and support the library.] 

Suggestions for JCLLA, all of which require more JCLLA funding and staffing: 
• get JCLLA items out of storage so it can serve the community better. [Note: half of JCLLA collection is in 

storage due to lack of space since move to 6006 Wilshire, LA] 

• needs more staffing- especially on phones. Answering machine not a good, welcoming entry to the 

Library, even though calls are returned. 

• in its online catalog, needs better keyword search and consistent entries, enhancements with annotations, 
user book reviews (a Ia Amazon.com), and less down time (problem of Web host server not JCLLA). 

+ serve as a more active referral service to resources elsewhere-- e.g. art prints with Jewish themes available 



nationally through Jewish Women's Archives in Boston. 
• publicize collection more - especially to the public and to small synagogues. 
• maintain multiple copies of extensive children's book collection for long-term loans to synagogues as needed. 

• publicize the Yiddish collection more; sponsor programs to utilize this collection. 
• provide services to shut-ins. [Similar to Beverly Hills Public Library; Los Angeles Public Library is no longer fund

ed for this.] 
+ sponsor more programming with authors I panels. [Note: JCLLA has scheduled this for Nov. 2000, as part of the 

Jewish Book Festival] 
• sponsor programming for older children and teens, e.g. Jewish sports heroes. 
• maintain a name bank of community experts who provide services on various subjects (not a speaker's bureau -

already done by Community Relations Council of Federation). 

• work with Jewish Genealogical Society in some way. 
• possibly serve as a clearinghouse- people go online to reserve items for pick-up at nearest library location similar to 

public libraries and its branch libraries. JCLLA might search all Judaica library catalogs in L.A., and arrange for 

transportation of item from wherever to closest neighborhood library - to loan item for free. (Inherent problems 

include: lost items, larger libraries imposed upon more often, expensive software and server for shared catalogs and 

inter-library loans, institutions may preserve turf and not cooperate, etc.] 
• create a larger library space for the community -- a destination not just for resources but a place to enjoy and be 

among books and materials -- to offer a warm Jewish community environment. [Note: JCLLA is actively looking 

for funding and adequate space for this purpose. 

EXECUTIVE BOARD STILL ON BOARD 

As we pass the turn on the 1999-2001 AJLSC Executive Board there are changes and additions. 

We reprint them for you: 

Judy Katz 
Lisa Handelman 
Michael Masliah 
Sue Greening 
Grace Friedman 
Judy Cohn 
Amy Goldenberg 
Susan March 
Arna Schwartz 
Ronda Rose 
Ellen Cole 
Enid Sperber 
Leya Booth 
Joel Tuchman 
Gayle Schnaid 
Michael Masliah 
Hannah Kramer 
Abigail Yasgur 
Adaire Klein 
Susan Dubin 
Barbara Leff 

President 
Co-First Vice President- Program 
Co-First Vice President- Program 
Second Vice President - Membership 
Third Vice President- Hospitality 
Fourth Vice President- Publicity 
Recording Secretary 
Corresponding Secretary 
Treasurer 
Past President I Parliamentarian 
Library Light Co-Editor 
Library Light Co-Editor 
Historian 
Member At Large 
Member at Large 
County of L.A. Library Liaison 
L. A. Public Library Liaison 
Jewish Community Library of L. A. Liaison 
Dorothy Schroeder Memorial Scholarship Fund 
Continuing Education 
Hebrew Union College Liaison 
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Library Light 
It was a CAPITAL Idea! 

Twenty four members of AJLSC and two spouses traveled to Washington, DC for a terrific annual confab despite rain, 
humidity, heat and late hours. AJLSC representatives' activities included moderating or presenting on 11 panels, giving 
two banquet speeches and funding one AJL award. Despite a hefty Convention schedule, Californians "did" many 
museums, monuments and taverns. 

The editors wish to thank Helen Rogaway for sending an absolutely fabulous article about the origins and continuing 
influence the Library of Congress. Unfortunately, we skipped the summer issue and ran out of space in this one. But 
this article is too good to be missed. It is called "A Birthday for the Books" by Nicholas von Hoffman. It ran in the 
"Treasures" section of the April/May 2000 issue of Civilization. If you wish a copy to remind you of the packed and 
hectic rainy day we spent in the L of C, contact Ellen Cole. 

Ronda, Ellen, and Enid party. 
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* MAZEL TOV to: * 
AJLSC member Kathy Bloomfield of For Words Books for having the most spectacular book display at the Washington, 

DC Convention. She impressed our colleagues nation-wide with her wide selection and knowledge of children's and 

adult Judaica. Please remember to contact her for your book needs as well as a copy of her fabulous catalog at 800-449-

673 7 and check out forwordsbooks.com on the Internet. 

Past President of AJLSC Rita Frischer on her Life Time Achievement Award from AJL. This coveted honor was pre

sented to Rita in the Library Of Congress during the June 2000 convention in Washington, DC. The laudatory and love

ly presentation speaker was AJLSC member Rachel Glasser. 

Board Member Amy Goldenberg on the August 21, 2000 birth of her nephew, William Lev Farris Goldenberg. William 

is the son of Amy's sister Stacy and her brother-in-law Craig. William has his own website! Visit him at levka.cafepro

gressive.com. 

Board member Lisa Handelman on her September engagement to Steve Silverman. Steve is a 5th grade teacher at 

Burbank Elementary. Lisa and Steve each have two teens. 

Board Member Arna Schwartz and her husband Stephen on the marriage of their son, Robby to Kim Ige on Sunday, 

June 25, 2000. The ceremony and reception were in West LA. Robby is the owner-manager of the Westwood Village 

31 Flavors store on Kinross Ave. that provides the yummy ice cream cakes for Arna's board meetings. 

* CONDOLENCES to: * 
The entire family of Sharon Blumenstein, immediate and extended: husband Larry; children A vi, Elana, Jenny and 

Mindy; and all of us, her dear friends and colleagues on the death of Sharon on August 29, 2000. Sarah Bracha Bat 

Tamara Golda we will continue to honor you in our prayers. / 

To AJLSC member Rick Burke and Adele Lander Burke on the loss of her father, Isidore Lander Burke in July 2000. 

Ex-AJLSC member, Elliot Gertel on the sudden and unexpected loss of his brother, David Gertelman in September 

2000. Elliot is now in Michigan. 



Library Light 
Joe OPPORTUNITIES TO CHECK OUT: FOUR HOURS A WEEK IN GLENDALE 

Temple Sinai of Glendale at 1212 Pacific Avenue, Glendale needs a part-time Librarian, four hours a week. The work 
hours can be divided into 3 hours on Sunday mornings when there is Religious School and 1 hour on all Friday evenings 
- Or- all 4 hours on Sunday morning. The Temple prefers the first time arrangement. The salary is $15 an hour. 

The main duties are the supervision and upkeep of the Library and cataloging new books. Other duties depend on appli
cant's interest and ability. They include library instruction in grades K-7, writing articles about books in the Library for 
the Temple Newsletter, promoting of the Library and collection development. 

The chair of the Library Committee supervises the Librarian. The other Library volunteer is a programmer at JPL and 
she has been doing all the upkeep of the online catalog and other computer maintenance. Temple Sinai has 300 families. 
The library has about 1500 monograph titles. Periodicals come in as they are donated. Videos are soon to be included. 
The OPAC is from CASPR. 

TO APPLY or for further information contact Emily Bergman, AJLSC member and Chair of the Library Committee at 
 

THE LJEBE.RMAN L1L T 

Election 2000 could be one for the books! In honor of the first Jewish Vice Presidential nominee, we offer this salute in 
song. The source? Unatiributed, Internet. 

In case you wish to sing out loud the tune is: "If You're Happy and You Know it, Clap Your Hands." 

If you're Hebrew and you know it, clap your hands. 
If you're Hebrew and you know it, clap your hands. 
'Cus the man from Tennessee 
Picked a Jew to be VP 
If you're Hebrew and you know it, clap your hands. 

If you're Hebrew and you know it, stomp your feet. 
If you're Hebrew and you know it, stomp your feet. 
Cus we're getting four more years 
Plus a bagel and a schmeer 
If you're Hebrew and you know it, stomp your feet. 

If you're Hebrew and you know it, raise your fists. 
If you're Hebrew and you know it, raise your fists. 
'Cus Hillary really made us pissed. 
But we're not angry any more. 
Thanks to Lieberman and Gore. 
If you're Hebrew and you know it, raise your fists. 

Now if Bush and Cheney make you say, "Oy, vey." 
Then just remember on Election Day 
To get out the vote for Al 
And his little Jewish pal 
And then maybe we'll finally have a say. 



ASSOCIATION OF JEWISH LIBRARIES OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 

MEMBERSHIP FORM 

DATE --------

NAME --------------------------------------------------------

HOME ADDRESS 
---~sTtr~ee~t------c~ITty----~sTta7te ___ z~Ip ___ ___ 

HOMEPHONE HOMEFAX HOME E-MAIL__________________ ----------------------

INSTITUTION NAME 

LIBRARY NAME TITLE 
--------------~--------- ---------------------

ADDRESS __________________________________________________ __ 

street city state Zip 

WORK PHONE _________________ WORK FAX ____________________ _ 

WORK E-MAIL ----------------------------------------

TO BE INCLUDED IN THE DIRECTORY, ALL MEMBERSHIP FORMS 
AND CHECKS MUST BE RECEIVED BY NOVEMBER 15, 2000 

__ Enclosed is $20.00 for a personal membership (July 1, 2000- June 30, 2001). 
Enclosed is $36.00 for institutional membership including one designated person 

(outside US please add $5. 00) 

Please check: Personal Membership ------ ______ Institution/Library 
______ Renewing Member NewMember ------

Please make checks payable to: 
and mail this form to: 

Association of Jewish Libraries of Southern California 
Sue Greening 

 
 

*All mailings will be sent to the home address of those holding Personal Memberships. 

REMINDER: Our status as a chapter of the national Association of Jewish Libraries requires that all 
local members hold national membership as well. 
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