
Association Of Jewish Libraries Of Southern California 

AJLSC SHINES IN SUNNY BOCA RATON 

. . 

Magnificently sited, energetically organized and brimming with eclectic information, 
,~ i . AJL's 1999 convention in Boca Raton proved a successful and delightful foray for the 21 

· t ft . representatives of AJLSC and three spouses who attended. For three and a half 
' ,/2 days more than 220 National members and guests worked, learned, mingled and ate 

. . like kings (the best food of any convention). We take pride in the attendance statis-
~ tic: 10% was our AJLSC membership. The Boca Raton Resort, with its grand 

?-' . ·. ··.. accommodations, magnificent views and fabulous leisure facilities sparkling under . . ......... 
. >...411 . ~· ··· sunny skies - for which we thank the South Florida Chapter - did not deter the hard 

-!:::;~)-, work of our members who took active roles in many programs. 

"TJVv:,_.~Sunday's National Board meetings included Rick Burke, President ofR&S; Ellen Cole, 
Chair of the Sydney Taylor Book Awards; Susan Dubin, · 

Parliamentarian; David Hirsh, Vice-President of R&S; and Ronda Rose, 
Chapters Co-Chair. Adaire Klein, head ofNational Education, orches
trated a rich course on Yiddish, Israel and American Short Stories for : ·BOOK REVIEW 

CONTRIBUTIONS HONOR 
RONDA ROSE 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL FORM 
PEOPLE OF THE BOOK FESTIVAL 

CEU credit. 

Many of us moderated panels or graced them as speakers. Session chairs 
included Rick, Suzi, Fred Isaac and Barbara Leff. Ellen spoke about 
Sydney Taylor and the awards, then participated in the sprightly dialogue 
arguing the merits and pitfalls of the year's children's literature. Suzi pre

TURK!SH TAtES · 
"WHAT'S UP? 

sented Using Jewish Topics to Teach Reference Skills and Ronda set (Continued on Page 5) 

EXPERT PANEL PROMOTES PROGQAMMING fOR THE NEW MILLENNIUM 
Join the opening general meeting with a friend! We have prizes for visitors and their host members! 
Ask friends to explore AJLSC. Three programming experts will brainstorm ideas for school, synagogue 
and community libraries. 

Walk in for a lively evening. Walk out with ideas for great new programs for Jewish Book Month, holidays 
and other events. The panel includes Susan Dubin, Library Instructor at VBS Day 

School; Rita Frischer, Director of Library Services at Sinai Temple 

OUT~ REACH 
GENERAL MEETING 

MONDAY 
OCTOBER 11, 1999 

Blumenthal Library; and Abigail Yasgur, Director of the Jewish 
Community Library. Take on Y2K with a full calendar bursting 

with clever library programs. 

JOIN US Monday evening, October 11th at 7:30pm at the 
Weber Library of Adat Ari El, 12020 Burbank Boulevard in 
North Hollywood. Take the 101 freeway to the Laurel 

Canyon Blvd. offramp. Take Laurel Canyon north about three 
miles to Burbank Blvd. Tum right on Burbank and then another 

right into parking lot. Follow signs to library. Lost? Call Lisa at 
818-766-4992. ext. 296. Library in back of building 



Library Light 
President's Message 

by Judy Katz 

L'Shana Tovah Tikateyvu. Have a sweet and healthy New Year, 5760. Each of us has 
started fresh with the new year, as has AJLSC. The program chairs and the board have been busy 
planning a full calendar of activities for our October to June "year". I invite all of you to play an 
active part. Do come to our meetings and activities. 

On behalf of AJLSC I welcome our new members. I ask everyone's help in bringing in additional 
new members. My goal is to disseminate news of our organization to the wider community and 
give all Jewish librarians the opportunity to join AJLSC. 

Soon we will start to work on plans for Convention 2001 scheduled for Southern California. 
Everyone's participation will be needed to pull off a national convention and uphold the reputation 
for the smashing job we did in 1992. Please come to the October 11th general meeting. I look 
forward to seeing you there. 

AJLSC Library Light is distributed free 

to AJLSC members. 

END THE MILLENNIUM 
WITH A TIMELY ARTICLE 

JUST FOR LIBRARY LIGHT 

Deadline for the December 1999 issue 
is MONDAY, NOVEMBER 1, 1999. 
Bring your articles to the Board meeting 
or send them earlier. 
We need all submissions by this date to 

publish timely around the Thanksgiving 

and Hanukkah holidays. 

Submit articles on IBM compatible 
disks with print outs. 

Mail to: 
Ellen Cole, co-editor 

 
 

E-Mail to: 
Enid Sperber, co-editor 

 

Computer Consultant: Philip R. Gordon 

Permission to reprint is granted when 
credit is given to: 
"AJLSC Library Light". 

HELLO, HELLO THERE! 
Welcome to our five new members, 
four individuals and one institutional. 
We look forward to meeting Sybil 
Finemel; Hannah Kramer, Senior 
Librarian at LAPL's Will & Ariel 
Durant Branch; Teresa Lakier, 
Assistant in the Wiesenthal Library; 
Marja Reynolds, Office Manager 
and Head of Acquisitions at Sinai's 
Blumenthal Library and Emily 
Bergman, Library Committee chair 
of our newest institutional member, 
Temple Sinai of Glendale. 
Welcome back to long lost institu
tional members Adat Ariel Weber 
Library and Hebrew Union College 
Frances Henry Library. 

We have 45 new and renewing mem
bers reports Sue Greening, 
M em b ersh ip, Vice- President. 
Seventeen of these are institutional 
members. 

GRAB BAG 
u_,v.ta._utlc<> of Granada Hills 

He needs 
of the 

American Jewish Year Book 
between 1960 and 1998 for 

research purposes. If you can 
any of1 · for these 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
AJLSC: 

Mon. October 11, 1999 
Opening General Meeting 
in the Board Room of the UJ 
Panel of Program Experts 
Bring a Friend! 

Mon. November 1, 1999 
Board Meeting at Hannah Kramer's 

Mon. December I3, 1999 
General Meeting at Emanuel 
Enid Sperber performs the Intimate 
Diaries of Henrietta Szold 

Mon. January I 0, 2000 
Board Meeting at Gayle Schnaid's 

Mon. February 7, 2000 
General Meeting at VBS 
Technology & Data Base Evaluation 

AIL: 

National Convention: 
Sunday June IS through 
Wednesday June 2I, 2000 
Loew's L'Enfant Plaza Hotel 
Washington, DC 
It's A Capital Idea! 

Future Convention: 
San Diego or LA : June 200 I 



WHICH TYPE IS YOUR BLOOD MONEY? 
by Ellen G. Cole 

Headline news, Jewish history and Halacha underpin the latest mys
tery set in our back yard. The body discovered in Rancho Park rais
es immediate questions about identity and cause of death. Local 
author Rochelle Krich brings local color and personal passion to the 
sleuth's trail in Blood Money where she combines her father's 

Holocaust experiences and the ongoing drama of withheld Swiss bank accounts. AJLSC member Adaire 
Klein is noted in the acknowledgements. 

The dead man, Nathan Pomerantz, is a survivor with a secret. The savvy detective from LAPD'S West LA 
Division is Jessie Drake, returning heroine, who discovered in Angel of Death that she is the child of a sur
vivor. Sleuth and subject mesh in a sympathetic search. Clues to Pomerantz's death recreate his life and his 
charming personality. When these clues indicate foul play Krich answers why? and who done it? to solve the 
mystery and to soothe the agony that a Hitler survivor becomes another's murder victim. 

The well researched novel interlaces plots and subplots about survivors, Swiss vaults, stolen art and old age 
homes. The first motive is a red herring involving senior facilities; the real one, the quest for denied Swiss 
assets. Evidence includes Internet lists and familiar survivor testimonies on video. Unraveling false and fruit
ful leads, Detective Drake leads us through the Skirball, Beverly Hills offices and homes, Pico Boulevard 
storefront shuls and neighboring nursing homes and Cedars Sinai. Drake uncovers a nasty scam to swindle 
survivors. 

Drake's deductions incorporate Biblical law and customs. Author Krich, an Orthodox Jew, naturally intro
duces these unexpected elements to the chase. To resolve her own roots, Drake is studying Judaism. The 
rabbi instructs character and reader about heifer sacrifice for murdered travelers, autopsies and Torah profiles 
of killer psychology. 

Blood Money is an apt title. Blood spills across plots, characters, Halacha and moral reckoning. Claiming 
denied accounts is a wrenching decision; we share one when Drake's mother argues the emotional cost of fil
ing. We judge Swiss actions, beyond the absolving power of the heifer. 

Krich is a masterful Jewish mystery writer. This novel asks you to stick with a slow start and pay attention 
to details, valuable pieces in the emerging and soon gripping search for a killer. As the pace picks up, emo
tional involvement heats up. The Jewish drive for justice defeats greed and treachery and brings peace to an 
old man's lonely death. Promise your patrons if they sign out Blood Money there will be no blood on their 
hands; just a sharp puzzle in your mind and a warm Jewish feeling in their heart. 

Blood Money by Rochelle Krich. New York: Avon Books, 1999. 34lp. $23. ISBN: 0-380-97379-0. 

-------··~··--------



Library Light 
.INSTiiUTlONAl MEMBERS:· 

OFAJlSC 
1999-2000. 

ADATARI EL DAY SCHOOL 
Weber Lib~ary 

CONGREGATION NER TAMID.OF 
SOUTH BAY 

HEBREW UNION COLLEGE 
Frances Henry Library 

. JEW~S:£1 C01\11\1UNITY LIB'RiiY.hF 
LOS ANGELES 

.· SEPHARJl1c··T~MPLE TIF~~iTH: 
ISRAEL . . . 

Levy Sephardic Library 

SINAI TEMPLE 
Blumenthal Libralj · ... 

.• < .• · :··" 

IN MEMORIAM 

Evelyn Shrifte, President of Vanguard Press, first publisher of Saul Bellow 
and Dr. Seuss, died on August 8, 1999 at age 98. Vanguard was founded in 
1926 on a $10,000 grant from the American Fund for Public Service which 
provided the working class with inexpensive books. Vanguard, purchased by 
Random House in 1988, originally printed titles considered too radical for 
other publishers. Shrifte was one of the first women to head a publishing 
company. 

Shel Silverstein, author, poet, artist, composer and humorist died on May 
10, 1999. Our libraries hold his well loved children's poetry and the book 
that brought him to fame in 1964, The Giving Tree. We mourn and regret the 
loss of more delicious volumes. 

May their memories be a blessing . 

SCHROEDER FUND DONATIONS RECEIVED 

WITH THANKS FROM: 

AJLSC in memory of Frank Hirsh, David's beloved father. 

. Ellen Cole in memory of Frank Hirsh, David's beloved father. 

· Susan and Marc Dubin in memory of Frank Hirsh, David's 

beloved father 

Sue and Paul Greening in memory of Frank Hirsh, David's 

beloved father 

STEPHENS .. WJSETEMPL~, · .. ·. c>> ·Judy Katz in memory of Frank Hirsh, David's beloved father. 
Jack and Mi~<ifed Diener Memorial Libraf:y 

TEMPLEBATXAM 

TEMPLE EMANUEL ·r 
Tempi~ Emanuel Libracy · 

·TEMPLE ISAIAH. 
Levine Library 

4EMP~EISRAELOFHOtLYWOOD 
Corwin Lib.ntry •• · ···. . · . · · · 

TEMPLE J1JDEA :· 
.Paul RlJ.bensteiq.•Library 

TEMPLE SINAI OF GLENDALE. 
F'ieednian Library ·• 

• 0. •• ~ •':.: '. ". 

U:NlVERSITY sYNAGOGUE 
Klein~r Library 

VALLEY BETHSHALOMDAY 
SCHOOL. . .. 

Sheila Sporn Library. · 

Barbara Leff in memory of Frank Hirsh, David's beloved father 

Ronda and Fred Rose in memory of Frank Hirsh, David's 

beloved father 

Rachel Glasser in honor of Susan Dubin's Milkin Distinguished 

Educator Award. 

Ronda and Fred Rose in honor of all Ronda's friends and col

leagues in AJLSC made a special donation to the General 

Fund in addition to the Schroeder Fund. 

Gayle and David Schnaid in honor of the outgoing and incoming 

AJLSC Presidents and the Board Members. 

LIBRARIANS : DON'T BE OVERDUE 

Please take the time to fill out the enclosed membership form if you 
have not already done so. Mail it to Sue Greening at the address on the 
form. Only current, paid-up members receive Library Light. Don't 
forego programs, classes, networking ideas, advice or great camaraderie. 
Don't be late and don't be left out because you are overdue with dues. 
Renew your membership today! Due date is OCTOBER 15, 1999. 



Continued from page one ... up Chapter Kits at the Shuk 
of Ideas, a new session appearing for the first time at 
National Convention. Rita Frischer discussed Jewish 
Values as Reflected in the Literature. David enter
tained with his exotic information .about Jews in 
Latin America while his UCLA colleague, Caroline 
Holt, assessed the Hebrew NACO Funnel Project. 
New member Lois Rose Rose, headlined a novel ses
sion, Using Gifted Hands as a Discussion Guide, 
explaining how artifacts can jump start philosophical 
conversation and religious dialogue. 

While cruising the halls and shopping exhibits we 
met Sharon Blumenstein, Grace Friedman, Harvey 
Horowitz, Judy Katz, Arna Schwartz, Dorothy 
Steiner, Joel Tuchman and Abigail Yasgur. We 
enjoyed warm reunions with far away member and 
past AJLSC President, Rachel Glassser; and ex
AJLSC members, Elliot Oertel, now in Ann Arbor, 
Michigan and Paul Hamburg, now in Coral Gables, 
Florida. 

At the awards lunch Rachel displayed Sydney Taylor 
Manuscript winners. At the Tuesday evening recep
tion Ellen introduced Sydney Taylor's daughter, Jo 
Marshall, a friendly and delightful personality; the 
warm way she shared funny letters to her mother 
captivated the STA session and brought throngs to 
meet her. At the gala banquet Ellen introduced the 
Sydney Taylor Book Award winners, and Rita pre
sented certificates of accreditation. Eric Chaim Kline 
funded the AJL Bibliography Award, receiving grate
ful recognition from the banquet crowd. 

Off site programs took us to Judaica libraries and 
museums, university campuses and private collec
tions. Ensuring that is was never "aU-work-and-no
play", we sunned and swam in gorgeous pools, fer
ried to the Atlantic beach, shopped the stunning Boca 
Promenade, toured the international Museum of 
Cartoon Art and sampled a myriad of fabulous local 
restaurants. Farther afield in Miami were the new 
Jewish Museum, the Art Deco district in the old 
Jewish quarter and the Everglades. Practiced in heat 
and humidity, we are ready for the next AJL National 
Convention in Washington, DC in June. 

OUR FRIEND SHARON 

Our dear friend and colleague Sharon Blumenstein 
has leukemia. Sharon is in Kaiser Hospital in 
Panorama City receiving chemotherapy while she 
awaits a bone marrow transplant, her best remedy for 
a cure. She has a laptop with her and would love to 
hear from us, though she may not be able to respond. 
Her e-mail is . Cards and letters may 
be sent to Sharon's home. 

Adaire Klein is our conta<:;tperson for information 
about Sharpn's progress. CalLAdaire.at 

 

Please postthe enclosed flyer to help with Sharon:;, 
bone ma.rrow.,search. Testingj,s not necessary for 
those already in .. the national bone marrow registry. 
The blood drive:_on September 27 and bone marrow 
testing onQctobyr 10 will help defray costs. Your 
donations wiii help her a lot. 

Sharon is in our prc;tyers and thoughts. Her Hebrew 
name for formal prayers is Sarah Bat Tamara Golda. 
Our heartfelt wishes for recovery go to her family, 
Larry and their children Jenny, Mindy, Avi and Elana. 

What are your plans for 
Jewish Book Month 1 

Quest Authors! Speakers! Contests or Read-a
thons! Celebrity Readers! Swinging Parties in the 
Library Halls! Staid Dinners with Publishers! 
Other! 

Once again, Library Light will compile a city-wide Journal 
on JBM activities. Yes, we know it will be a retrospective 
rather than a preview, but JBM is very early this year. The 
Due Date is November 1st. Fill in this questionnaire or 
write an article and put it on a disk. Dare we suggest you 
be an early bird and bring your program article to the 
General Meeting at the UJ on October 11th? Can't make 
the meeting? Mail your disk or FAX your article to Ellen 
Cole and e-mail Enid before November 1st. Thanks! 



Library Light 
Ronda's Thanks and Response 

At our gala June 1999 meeting we honored outgoing President Ronda Rose with the Dorothy Schroeder Award for out
standing contributions in the field of Judaic Librarianship. After saluting and gifting the outgoing board, and installing 
the new board of AJLSC, Ronda spoke with heartfelt emotion to all of us. We quote her warm conclusion: 

Obviously we have been enticed into this profession by a common love: BOOKS. This love, as well as my experience 
with the AJLSC can be best summed up by a simple, yet eloquent, poem by Lee Bennett Hopkins. 

Good books. 
Good times. 
Good stories. 
Good Rhymes. 

Good beginnings. 
Good ends. 
Good people. 
Good friends. 

Good fiction. 
Good facts. 
Good adventures. 
Good acts. 

Good stories. 
Good rhymes. 
Good books. 
Good times. 

Thank you uery much. 

YOU NEVER KNOW 
by Arna Schwartz 

I took over as AJLSC Treasurer in June 1998. Last March, I was searching through a large box of papers I had inherit
ed. Several members had requested information. I was looking for it when I came across a check dated March 1993! 
The $50 was contributed to our organization during the rededication of the Los Angles Public Library's main branch. 
The check had never been deposited and was, by this time, no longer acceptable to a bank. 

I did not know Professor Marvin Lieberman, the person who sent the donation. I was not sure what to do. I decided to 
return the check to him with a letter describing its fate and how appreciative we would be if he would reissue it. Along 
with the letter and the check, I enclosed a self-addressed, stamped envelope, figuring this would be the end of it. 
To my surprise, I received a response to my letter along with a check made out to our organization. Professor 

. Lieberman's note read: 'The check is reissued with pleasure. I wondered what had happened to it." 

You never know what will happen! Our thanks to our gracious donor, Marvin Lieberman. 



RITA FRISCHER HONORED 
by Barbara Leff and Joel Tuchman 

Speech by Rita Frischer 

Rita Berman Frischer received the Jewish Education Award presented by the Sinai Temple Men's Club at their 
Awards banquet on August 1st. AJLSC member Rita, had just completed her chai year as Director of Library 
Services at Sinai's Blumenthal Library. 

Rabbi David Wolpe presented the award. He spoke of Rita's love ofbooks, her dedication, knowledge, experi
ence and leadership. Rita was one of four honorees at a black tie affair. Her eloquent acceptance speech 
included a story, some quotes borrowed from Suzi Dubin's Milkin Award speech, and these words about 
Judaica Librarianship: 

It is sometimes dijjicult recognizing beginnings. Surely, the child I was, isolated by my Jewishness in a small 
Southern town, never realized that in finding satisfaction and sanctuary in the town's white frame, one-room 
library, I was starting to choose a place and a pattern for my life's work. ... Nothing gives greater joy to me 
and my colleagues than to have our contribution to Jewish education acknowledged No longer can we be 
stereotyped as shhh-ers or book straighteners or date stampers. Our roles are many and challenging, requir
ing us to be by turns inspirational, evaluative, judgmental, entertaining and visionary. 

It has been said that while mediocre or good teachers tell and explain, great teachers inspire. In a Jewish 
library, great minds and thought are captured in the pages surrounding us daily. We see on every shelf the 
wisdom ofthe past augmented by today's steady flow of important new insights and understanding (to which 
our own Rabbi Wolpe is an important contributor). Surrounded by such wealih, we are inspired to a hopeful 
vision of a future in which learning becomes increasingly a lifetime commitment. It is this that motivates us 
and it is the support of others that sustains us. 

No educator works alone and this is doubly true of librarians whose work involves much technical preparatiOn 
and whose services reach out to all teachers, classes, departments, administrators and laypeople. Many 
thanks to my wonderful library staff, past and present, to my Library Committee and to my much respected 
colleagues on Sinai's senior staff Thanks are due to my family and friends who have tolerated and, indeed, 
supported my sometimes obsessive involvement with my work. My thanks, too, to the Association of Jewish 
Libraries of Southern California, a vibrant network of committed librarians among whom I have found many 
mentors and friends. And a very special and loving thank you to my husband, Jerry, whose unfailing good 
humor, common sense , generosity of spirit and great computer savvy have made him Man of Every Year for 
me, the Library Staff and Committee . ... To be commended for the role Sinai's Library plays in enriching edu
cational opportunities for all ages honors not just me, but all of my colleagues. It is on their behalf as well as 
my own, I say Todah Rabbah. 

JOBS: OFFERED AND SOUGHT 

The West Valley Jewish Community Center has an opening for a half-time Librarian. The position includes adminis
trative duties, cataloging and supervision of volunteers. Library experience and Judaic knowledge are necessary. To 
apply, call Seville Porush at . 

Sanaz Meshkinfam is seeking a paying job in a library near Woodland Hills. She has experience working in several 
libraries and volunteering in the Museum of Tolerance. Sanaz is 16 years old. If you are looking for help, call her at 

. 



Library Light 
BEST OF THE BUNCH IS BACK 
The Sydney Taylor Book Award committee presented its annual publica

tions at convention. Past chair Ellen Cole has the annotated bibliogra

phy pamphlet, Best of the Bunch, and the new book marks listing win

ners through 1998 available on request. The 135 page Book of Reviews 

of 1998's children's literature can be purchased from AJL's Vice 

President for Publications, Laurel Wolfson in Cincinnati. See the AJL 

directory for her e-mail and phone. 

FCC, USF, ATT, ETC. 
The Federal Communications Commission began assessing a Universal 

Service Fund fee from telephone companies in July to give more schools 

and libraries access to the Internet. The FCC authorized $2.3 billion to 

wire these institutions. Phone companies will pass on some, if not all, of 

their billions of dollars assessment. Federal charges in our monthly bills should increase by 30¢, but we may get finan

cial help getting our libs on line! 

INTO THE ASHES 
AJLSC Board members, Adaire Klein and Abigail Yasgur, traveled to Sacramento in early July to console and aid Poshi 

Mikalson, Librarian of the vandalized and burned Sosnick Library of Congregation Bnai Israel in Sacramento. Adaire 

noted it was similar to sitting shiva; Poshi had no local Jewish Librarians to console her or to advise as she faced a situa

tion as threatening as that of Nazi book burnings half a century ago. Poshi is new to the field of Judaica Librarianship 

and was grateful for the support and useful ideas. Abigail and Adaire outlined a plan of action and established a liaison 

with the Sacramento public library staff for Bnai Israel. Poshi tearfully noted a special replacement donation arrived 

from a child who hated to part with his favorite book, but knew she needed it more: Tikvah Means Hope. For informa

tion about how to send donations to Bnai Israel, e-mail Poshi at Bnaibooks@aol.com. The target date for opening a 

temporary library is October 24th. 

JEWISH COMMUNITY LIBRARY ON THE AIR 
The JCLILA is delighted to announce it has received a grant from the Jewish Community Foundation to develop radio 

specials to be aired from a local public radio station. The programs of Jewish folk tales and stories will be geared to 

young families with children. The first special is due about Passover 2000. Johanna Cooper, producer of two radio 

series of Jewish stories, will work on the project. Cooper addressed AJLSC's General Meeting in October 1998. 

LIBRARIANS AS CELEBRITIES 
The Jewish Journal featured two AJLSC librarians, David Hirsch of UCLA and Abigail Yasgur of the JCLILA in sepa

rate articles this summer. The full page June story about David spotlighted his travels and pictured him at work. Ronda 

presented David with a laminated copy of this story at convention. The August article about Abigail and her vision for 

the JCL's future included a photo at work and many quotes about her goals, hindered by Federation priorities. We note 

the Jewish Journal promotes Librarians, but not our books; they refused to cover the Sydney Taylor Book Awards in a 

year when a winning author, an honor book author and the committee chair are LA residents and the art of two honor 

book illustrators hang in local LA museums. 



-PORTABLE IS PERMANENT 
The Yiddish Book Center just opened its permanent exhibition called "A Portable Homeland" in Amherst, MA. Two 
years in the making, the exhibit tells the lively story of Yiddish literature through books, images, artifacts and sound. 
Aaron Lansky, Center Creator and President spoke at Convention in Boca Raton. 

PUBLISHERS, READERS: BEWARE MAYHEM 
The settlement of a precedent-setting suit on May 21, 1999 marked the first time in American history a book publisher 
was held financially liable for a crime committed by a reader. Paladin Press of Boulder, CO, a mail-order publishing 
house of military style manuals, must pay millions to the family of triple murder victims. The case in Silver Spring, MD 
produced criminal conviction and the unusual civil suit. The US Supreme Court rejected the publisher's claim he was 
shielded by the First Amendment. The court found that if you disseminate information with the intent to assist criminals 
you can be legally accountable. 

SHOFAR MAGAZINE CLOSES 
Sadly we report that Dr. Gerald Grayson, publisher of Shofar Magazine, has decided to end his publication for financial 
reasons. Our children will miss reading the pleasant, colorful issues and competing in the annual "Readers are Leaders" 
book essay contest judged by AJLSC members Ellen Cole and Rachel Glasser. 

SINAl INVITES YOU 
to its Jewish Book Month Breakfast honoring Rita and Jerry Frischer on Sunday, November 7, 1999 at 9:15am in Zeigler 
Hall. This program includes the only LA appearance of noted photographer and biblical historian John Wagner, visiting 
from Great Britain. He will show slides and speak about his photographic art book, Testaments of Israel: Words of 
Yesterday, Images of Today which features pictures of modem Israel paired with apt biblical text. In collaboration with 
his colleague, Markam Geller, Wagner produced "Bible News," a series of widely acclaimed audio cassettes and CDs. 
Wagner will autograph and sell his book. The program costs $18. A check to Blumenthal Library by October 31st holds 
your reservation. 

WIESENTHAL CENTER ANNOUNCES THIRD TOLERANCE BOOK AWARD 
by Adaire Klein 

The Library and Archives of the Simon Wiesenthal Center proudly announce the 1999 recipient of the Museum of 
Tolerance Book Award. The third annual "Once Upon A World Children's Book Award" goes to So Far From the Sea 
by Eve Bunting, illustrated by Chris Soentpiet. This award honors books which embody the highest values of tolerance, 
human understanding and social justice. AJL member, author Sonia and Lloyd Levitin and their family endow the cash 
prize. 

So Far From the Sea concerns Japanese internees ofManzanar, located in California, one often US relocation camps for 
Japanese-Americans. This is historical fiction, a tender story recognizing a dark moment in US history and reminding us 
of the resonating impact of war. The vivid illustrations are moving. 

Eve Bunting is one oftoday's most popular and versatile children's writers. Her works speak to the mandate of the 
MOT. They also speak to the patrons of AJLSC libraries who praise Bunting's uncanny ability to explain the cuases of 
prejudfice and decry its effects to children in a language they understand. 

Judges for this year's competition of over I 00 submissions were Chairs Virginia Walter (author and professor of 
Children's Literature at the UCLA School of Library Science), Janet Chenery (retired editor of children's books), and 
Luiz Herrer(Director of the Pasadena Public Library.) Eve Bunting will accept the award in person and speak. State 
Librarian of California, Dr. Kevin Starr, will keynote the "Write for Tolerance" ali-day session. This year, the program 
is geared to librarians. Entrance is by invitation and AJLSC members who would like to come should contact me. The 
"Write to Tolerance" program is Sunday October 17th at 9 am. The book award ceremony, free of charge to all, starts at 
3:30pm in the Peltz Theater of the Museum of Tolerance. 



Library Light 
A LIBRARIAN WANDERS INTO JEWISH HISTORY IN TURKEY 

by Ellen G. Cole 

From eclipse to earthquake, my August visit to Turkey was fantastic. My first total eclipse of the sun - under 
cloudless skies where we clearly witnessed every second - included surprises. I went to see a phenomenon and 
discovered that I was one: our group viewed in Harput, a town that had never seen tourists. As we stared at the 
sky, they stared at us, talked to us, interviewed us on radio and TV. Children pursued us for autographs. 
Everyone had learned two English sentences; after six greeters we realized further conversation was impossible. 
We were amused by this welcoming gesture, warmed by the flowers and native dancers. 

The best surprise of the eclipse was its location in the Fertile Crescent. The bus stopped at a cross road from 
which - if there were no Kurdish terrorists - you drive to Ur or to Mt. Ararat. Our road passed the lake source 
of the Euphrates River, which we paralled. It is gorgeous, wide and meandering through palpably lush hills; I 
understood the designation, Garden of Eden. 

In Istanbul, elegant mosques and rich palaces introduced me to the culture of Harem life. All women were fair 
game for the Sultans except Jewish women. The Ottomans respected the Jews. They acknowledged that any 
child born of a Jewish mother was Jewish which barred them as heirs to a Moslem throne. Thus, Jewish 
women were exempt, not necessarily an advantage considering the cushy living conditions and pension-for-life 
benefits of Harem denizens. 

Topkapi houses the world's largest collection of Chinese porcelains; one especially caught my eye. It was a 
seven piece cluster of dishes from 18th century Kaifeng, the center a perfect Star of David, six other dishes nes
tled between the points. I decided it was a Seder plate! Leaving the Suleymaniye mosque I spied an alley with 
an arched entrance emblazoned in large letters: Kiitilphanesi. Discovering this was Turkish for Library I was 
off and knocking on the front door. Originally the Sultan's mosque library, this is now a secular research insti
tution bursting with antiquities. The card catalogs (I could not find anyone with enough English to discuss 
computerization) lined the court yard; some of the dates were in three figures, even allowing for the addition of 
632 to adjust the Muslim calendar. 

Sadly, the synagogues in Istanbul are heavily guarded following the 1986 bombing of Neve Shalom. Entry 
resembled boarding an El AI flight; body searched, passport and camera sequestered. Neve Shalom is restored 
to its original loveliness and is the scene of upscale simchas and high holy days. This Sephardic, Orthodox 
synagogue, in a very old neighborhood with narrow cobble streets, recalled American Askenazi synagogues of 
the 1950's. 

The Ahrida was my favorite shu!. It was the first Turkish synagogue. Immigrant Yugoslav Jews built it in 
1450. The congregation boasted of uninterrupted daily minyans since then. The Sephardic architecture includ
ed a lovely central bema shaped like Noah's ark. Temple signs were in Ladino. The lady shamas lived in a 
house built into the 4th century Roman wall. The modern Jewish cemetery held a memorial to the 1986 mar
tyrs. I discovered Istanbul currently has 19 synagogues and 15 Rabbis serving 40,000 Jews in a city of7 mil
lion. The head Rabbi is influential with city officials. Jews are the second largest minority after Armenians. 

My sister and I went South to four destinations determined by our love of history and literature. Ephesus is an 
incredible Roman city from the second century BCE. Cleopatra met Anthony here and his welcome led to the 
phrase : rolling out the red carpet. The Library is two stories high, imposing and elegant even in its ruined 
state. Troy's lovely stones speak the poetry of Homer and Virgil, the rape by Henry Schliemann and myth. The 
Turks claim there was no horse, that they were not tricked after years of combat, but an earthquake leveled the 
walls and the Greeks walked in. After their 7.3, I believe them. I ferried the Dardanelles, Hellespont of myth 
and Byron, to Gallipoli's battlefields where monuments honor the dead of both sides as they mutely describe the 
fierce World War I battle between British and Turks. I tramped every grave to find one Jewish stone among the 
Australian fuseliers. The forest in this national park was recently burned by PKK 
Kurdish terrorists; endless fields of sunflowers remain. (continued on page 11) 



DO~IJ.\'fiO~IS HO~IORI~IG RO~IDJ.\ ROSE 
The June meeting honoring Ronda Rose garnered an impressive number of donations for the Dorothy 
Schroeder Scholarship Fund . AJLSC recognizes and thanks members and Ronda's family and friends for 
their generosity. The following people contributed in honor of Ronda receiving the Dorothy Schroeder Award. 

Sherri Altura 
Vicki Bassman 
Sheila Bressler 
Ronda and Stanely Breitbard 
Irman and Ben Breslauer 
Clare Bronsen 
Deborah and Abe Carnow 
Marshall and Ellen Cole 
Rhea Cosky 
Mitzi and Gene Costin 
Iris and Gordon Cutler 
Susie Dubin . 
Irit Elyahu 
Nancy Cooper Federman 
Doris Finestone 
Marilyn Fiscsher 
Harold Friedman 
Elyse Fuhrman 
Rachel Glasser 
Amy, Leslie and Paul Levitt 
Susan Lewis 
Edi Greenbaum 
Sus an Greening 
Lisa Handelman 

(continued from page 10) 

Rabbi Meyer Heller 
Danelle and Don Hirsh 
Aviva and Gor Kadosh 
Gloria Kagasoff 
Joyce and Harvey Kates 
Judy Katz 
Adaire and Manny Klein 
Cecelia Klein 
Eric Chaim Kline 
Roberta Knaster 
Jaqueline Fondanaux Kosofsky 
Ellen Gersh Lerner 
Susan Levine 
Cantor Edward and Joyce Krawil 
Barbara Leff 
Sonia Liberman 
Ester Livingston 
Ingred and Don Mellman 
Pamela and Joe Mora and Family 
Stanley M. Muskat 
Parent-Teacher Havarah of Temple 
Emanuel 
Dori and Stu Phillips 
Belinda and Jeffrey Pop and Family 

Abe and Ruth Portugal 
Colleen and Sol Rabin 
Sharon and Willard Reisz 
Louise Robbins 
Helen Rogoway 
Fred Rose and Family 
Gayle and David Schnaid 
Sherie and Alan Schneider 
Arna and Steve Schwartz 
Evelyn Shultz 
Enid Sperber 
Melinda and Lou Spitz 
Dorothy Steiner 
Gloria Stone 
Dora Tosk 
Joel Tuchman 
Diane and Joe Tuchmayer 
Marion Verdun 
Gail Seeskin and Sandy Weiner 
Shirley and Burt Wigdor 
Rivka Yarri 
Leah Bishop and Gary Yale 
Anne and Irving Yudovin 
Diane and George Zander 

The earthquake struck our last night in Istanbul, a touch of home I'd willingly forgo. It was awful to face such a terrible 
event far from home and strange to cluster with people ignorant of earthquakes. I reacted as a trained Californian thanks 
to my Northridge paranoia. I had a flashlight and sneakers by my bed to the astonishment of all the jittery souls on our 
floor. This tiny beam was welcome security until hotel generators provided light. I advised others to don shoes and pre
pare for aftershocks. By 3:30am every road was clogged; I was sure the natives were abandoning the city and all the 
petrified tourists, sure every building and bridge would fall. I thought we would be trapped by uncontrollable traffic 
(normal rush hour defies imagination; Sunday seaside traffic requires 19 toll gates on the highway). 

We could only pray the hotel would weather aftershocks as well as the initial shaking. Luckily for us it did. The ferries 
began running on the Bosphorous, a falsely comforting sight. After a scary ride past destruction we reached the airport 
where planes took off on time despite aftershocks knocking out airfield generators and plunging rooms into darkness. 
Calling home was impossible. I was more than lucky, to have survived, to have had tickets to get out the first day and to 
be able to contact my family after only a few hours of worry. My wonderful trip had such a sad ending for the Turks 
with whom I empathize and for whom I mourn. 



. fi'#· 

1lflSSI 

170006 V:J 's;Jy;J1!uy so1 
·pA[8: l{liiOUIAJd q:).ION 16~ 

lq1ln A.nuqn :JS1fV 

BRING A FRIEND 

TO 

PROGRAMMING 

FOR THE NEW 

MILLENNIUM 

OUT-REACH 

GENERAL MEETING 

MONDA YJ' OCTOBER 1 1 TH 

7:30PM AT ADAT ARI £L 




