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AJlSC TERRITORY DOMINATES SYDNEY TAYlOR AWARDS 

AJLSC member, Ellen Cole, chairwoman of AJL's Sydney Taylor Books Awards com
mittee, proudly announces 1998's most distinguished contributions to Jewish children's 
literature. The judges chose two heroic, historical fictions as the best of the 85 books 
submitted by Jewish and secular publishers for judging in AJL's two categories of 
younger and older readers. Winners are picture book Nine Spoons and intermediate 
novel Stones in Water. There are seven honor books, a direct result of the record 
breaking number of entries and the superior quality of submissions. 

AJLSC territory stands out in the national awards. The picture book winner is written by LA resident Marci 
Stillerman. One of the honor books is authored by LA resident and popular AJLSC speaker, Sonia Levitin, 
who partially set her fiction in the Valley and peopled it with LA charac
ters. The chair is AJLSC's Ellen, Librarian at Temple Isaiah. Illustrators, 
winner Pesach Gerber and honored Mark Podwal, are artists whose works 
hang in local museums including the Wiesenthal and the Skirball. 

Winning plots reflect real experiences and exhibit self-sacrifices in the 
performance of a mitzvah. Picture book winner Nine Spoons by 
Stillerman, illustrated by Gerber, published by HaChai, is a tight, tense, 
emotional flash back combining Hanukkah and Holocaust. Grandmother 
recalls the war's last winter when women in her concentration camp 
(continued on page 5) 
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BOOKS AND BALLOTS SPICE COMBO MEETING 

At the May General Meeting we vote on the new board for AJLSC and we share new books. Bring your
self to vote and bring two new books to describe and to quote. Program chair Lisa 

NEXT 
GENERAL 
MEETING 

MONDAY 
MAY3, 

1999 

Handelman will do an on-the-spot bibliography of everyone's book sharing. 
Copies will be available at the June installation. 

The meeting is in the Weber Library of Adat Ari El, 12020 Burbank 
Boulevard in North Hollywood. Take the 101 freeway to the Laurel 
Canyon Blvd. Offramp and go north on Laurel for about three miles to 
Burbank Blvd. Tum right onto small pre-school play yard with a large 

orange play structure. The library is located at the top of the stairs. Lost? 
Call818-766-4992, ext. 296 



Library Light 
AJLSC Presidents Message 

by Ronda Rose 

Our May meeting will be held at Adat Ari El where we will confirm our new officers for the com
ing two years. The nominating committee under the leadership of Susan March has met and has 
come up with an outstanding new board for AJLSC. This board will take our chapter forward in 
the next millennium. With Judy Katz as President our chapter will continue to grow. 

It is very important that you come and vote for our new board. This is the time of year when we 
all are very busy, but please take the time! Come to the General Meeting and approve of your new 
officers for the 1999-2001 term. 

The AJL National Convention is just around the corner I hope everyone will join me in Boca 
Raton in June. Please feel free to call if you have any questions about AJLSC or the convention. I 
am looking forward to hearing from you and seeing you there. 

AJLSC Library Light is distributed free 

to AJLSC members. 

NEVER MIND THE MESSAGE IN 

THE BOTTLE 

WRITE FOR US NOW AT FULL 

THROTTLE 

Deadline for the May 1999 issue is 

TUESDAY, APRIL 27, 1999. 

We need all submissions by this date to 

publish timely. 

Submit articles on IBM compatible 

disks with print outs. 

Mail to: 

Ellen Cole, co-editor 

 

 

E-Mail to: 

Enid Sperber, co-editor 

 

Computer Consultant: Philip R. Gordon 

Permission to reprint is granted when 

credit is given to: 

"AJLSC Library Light". 

HELLO, HELLO THERE[ 

Welcome to our new member, 

artist Lois Rose Rose. We have 

58 members reports Sue 

Greening, Membership Vice

President. Fourteen of these 

are institutional members. 

SIGN UP 
For 

YOUR SHIFT 
For 

THE VALLEY JEWISH 
BOOK FESTIVAL 

At 
THE GENERAL 

MEETING 

MAY 3, 1999 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

AJLSC: 

Mon. May 3, 1999 

General Meeting at the 

Weber Library of Adat Ari El 

Sun. June 6, 1999 

AJLSC Booth 

Valley Jewish Festival 

at CSUN 

Mon. June 7, 1999 

Installation and Awards Gala 

at 7:30 PM Location: TBA 

Enid Sperber performs Lost Love: 

The Untold Story of Henrietta Szold 

AJL: 

National Convention: 

Sunday June 20 through 

Wednesday June 23, 1999 

Boca Raton Resort & Club 

Boca Raton, FL 

Future Convention: 

Washington, DC : June 2000 



ART AND MADNESS IN THE EYE OF THE BEHOLDER 
By Ellen G. Cole 

Many are mad for art. Madness in art packs LACMA's Van Gogh 
exhibit. What of madness from art? The Museum Guard, an off
beat novella by author Howard Norman, explores this powerful pos-
sibility and ties it to the maelstrom of the Holocaust. Through the 

calm galleries of a provincial Canadian museum bursts the reality of genocide, the price of involvement and 
the cost of bystanding. Wacky characters, antic action and humorous setting juggle a black topic in a haunt
ing parable. 

The novella spins a tale of transformation. Life in art becomes art in life. The main characters, two museum 
guards and the half-Jewish caretaker of the Jewish cemetery, support and compete with each other in Halifax, 
Nova Scotia in the late, ominous 1930's. The museum mounts a special exhibit, its centerpiece a modern 
Dutch painting called "Jewess on a Street in Amsterdam." Caretaker Imogen Linny becomes obsessed with 
this oil, convinces herself she is the woman, and sails to Holland just as Hitler's advancing armies make this 
the last place a Jew of any nationality should go. 

The guards, older uncle/de facto father to younger, orphaned nephew are competing lovers of Imogen. 
Nephew DeFoe, the eponymous guard of the fiction, narrates and explains. The two men are opposites. Their 
interaction in tight spaces (a three room museum, hotel room homes) sets up a tragicomedy of proximity. 
Uncle Edward bursts with joie de vivre; he is womanizer, philosopher, teacher. Embracing life's messy 
involvement, he is the logical but ironic figure of alarm. DeFoe faces life through removal from it. He relies 
on tidy order, hilariously irons through chaos, learns from Edward, but disapproves of the lesson. 

The arguments ofthese two men parallel debating political voices of isolation vs. action. Edward understands 
the warning of the gathering European storm delivered to Canada by a famous radio commentator. No one 
else wants to hear the urgent message. Edward tries to prevent Imogen's voyage. De~oe encourages it to 
save her soul and their relationship. In desperation he acts out of character adding a subplot to Imogen's 
European mission. Passionate convictions prove fatal: Imogen's through art and Edward's thorough life. 

In honor of Yom Hashoah, in memory of the six million, I offer this smart fable of fate. Art insists you can
not live in isolation at the same time the guard warns you not to get too close. Paintings are past portraits and 
harbingers, guards are bystanders and heralds. Museum patrons and readers are touched by madness in a zany 
fiction that remembers as it entertains, enlightens, saddens and startles. 

The Museum Guard by Howard Norman. New York : Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 1998. 31 Op. $24. 
ISBN: 0-374-21649-5. 

-------··~··-------



Library Light 
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CONGREGATION 'NERTAMID OF· SO UTI-I 
BAY 

SEPHARDICJEMPlE TIFERETH ISRAEL 
levy St?phardic ·library 

SIMON WlESENTHAlCENTER UQMRY. 

. SINALTEMPlE 
Blu~Tienthal Libr~iy 

TEMPLE BAT YAM 

tEMPLE EMANuEL·· . 
Temple Emanuelllbrary. 

TEMPlEJSAlAH . 
levine libra')' 

TEMPLE ISRAELOF •HOlLYWOOD•.•·· 
Corwin library 

TEMPLE JUDEA 
Paul Rubenstein Librpry 

TEMPlE SINAl OF GLENDAlE 
·.Freedman library. 

UNIVERSITY SYNAGOGUE 
Kleiner library 

VALlEY BETH SHAlOM DAY SCHOOl 
Sheila Sporn library· · · ·· · 

SCHROEDER FUND DONATIONS RECEIVED WITH
THANKS FROM: 

Grace Friedman in memory of Yetta Spivak. 

Ronda Rose in honor of Phil Gordon's speedy recovery 

Ronda Rose in honor of Michael Masliah and the Culver 

Library hosting the February AJLSC meeting. 

VO'fE! VO'fE! VO'fE! 

The nominating committee announces the slate for AJLSC officers 

for 1999-2001. We vote at the coming general meeting on May 

3rd at Adat AriEl. 

President: Judy Katz 
Program VP Yaffa Weisman and Lisa Handelman 
Membership VP Sue Greening 
Hospitality VP Grace Friedman 

. Publicity VP Judy Cohn 
Recording Secretary: Amy Goldenberg 
Corresponding Secretary: Susan March 
Treasurer: Arna Schwartz 

In case you note missing board positions, worry not, Members at 
Large and Library Light editors are presidential appointments. 

The fine slate is the result of perceptive work by the 1999 nomi

nating committee under. chairwoman Susan March, Members are 
Susan Dubin, Gayle Schnaid, David Hirsch and Dorothy Steiner. 

Chairperson March reports the nominating committee met on 

DON'T FORGET THE SCHROEDER FUND February 3rd. The AJLSC By-laws state that a person has to be a 
Tribute cards support the Dorothy Schroeder Memorial paid up member of AJLSC in order to be nominated for a position 
Fund ~hi~h provides .inc~ntive awar~s to. tho~e w?o on the AJLSC board. It is a shame that so many wonderful and 
make s1gmficant contnbutwns to JudaiC L!branansh1p, 
convention travel and education class grants. Donations gifted individuals took themselves "out of the running" because 
are easily made to Adaire by mail to the Wiesenthal their dues were not paid. These are dues that were payable during 
Center or E-Mail to: aklein@wiesenthal.com. Please 
make your checks out to the Dorothy Schroeder the summer of 1998. 
Memorial Fund, not AJLSC; the bank accounts are dif-
ferent. 



(continued from page one) 
dared to fashion a menorah for the youngsters impris
oned there. Illustrations capture the tragic setting and 
salute women nurturing children and transmitting tra
dition. 

The older children's literature division winner is a 
survival adventure, a riveting page turner. Stones in 
Water by Donna Jo Napoli, publisher Dutton's 
Children's Books, covers a rare aspect of World War 
II. Nazis kidnap youngsters from their Axis allies for 
forced labor. An Italian boy unwittingly involves his 
Jewish friend whose quiet dignity steals the show 
despite his position as "supporting actor". Wits, war 
and weather propel powerful action. 

The honor books - listed alphabetically - reflect the 
diversity in Jewish children's literature. The four in 
the picture book category contain sophisticated illus
trations. The Magic of Kol Nidre is a gentle, lovely 
story which ponders why we thrice repeat Yom 
Kippur's signature prayer. The fiction by Bruce 
Siegel, illustrated by Shelly 0. Haas is published by 
Kar-Ben. On the Wings of Pagles by author/illustra
tor Jeffrey Schrier, Millbr Jk Press, recounts 
Operation Solomon's dramatic airlift to Israel. The 
surreal, dramatic art showcases Beta Yisrael culture. 
Queen Esther Saves Her People by Rita Gelman, 
illustrated by Frane Lessac, published by Scholastic, 
is classy, playful, freshly considered Purim history. 
You Never Know by Francine Prose, paintings by 
Podwal, Greenwillow publisher, explains the legend 
of the Lamed Vavniks with humor, wit and color. 

Honor books in the older reader category reach out 
to high school and middle school readers. No Pretty 
Pictures is strong YA literature. Famous illustrator 
Anita Lobel recalls her Holocaust and post-war expe
riences in a personality driven, magnificently man
aged child's point-of-view memoir. The publisher is 
Greenwillow. The Singing Mountain, a YA novel by 
1987 Sydney Taylor Book winner Levitin, publisher, 
Simon & Schuster, is an engrossing family drama 
boldly confronting the desire for spirituality in 
today's youth and the shock waves of change. The 
Treasure in the Tiny Blue Tin by Dede Fox 

Ducharme, published by Texas Christian University, 
is a charming adventure through Texas floods. It 
introduces intermediate readers to regional, tum of 
the 20th century, immigrant Jewish history. This 
book won AJL's 1993 Sydney Taylor Manuscript 
Award. 

Winners' awards include a cash prize from the estate 
of popular author Sydney Taylor of All-of-a-Kind
Family series whose success virtually created the 
genre of American Jewish children's literature. 
Publishers add AJL's gold foil winner's seal to book 
jackets. Winning authors and illustrators will 
receive their awards on June 22nd at convention in 
Boca Raton, Florida. Ellen will speak as awards' 
chair and AJLSC member. Convention attendees 
can purchase winning and honor books, meet win
ning authors and illustrators, and gamer autographs. 
The Sydney Taylor Book committee gives everyone 
The Best of the Bunch, an annotated bibliography 
of the top 35 books. 

The Sydney Taylor judges read and write incisive 
reviews of each book. Ellen's five fellow judges 
are: Etta Gold, Miami; Sandy Gottesman, Lake 
Worth; Naomi Morse, Silver Spring; Linda Silver, 
Cleveland; and Libby White, Owings Mills. The 
Sydney Taylor Book Awards salute and promote 
quality literature for children from kindergarten 
through high school. Ellen highly recommends 
these special books for their talented writing, unusu
al art, solid research and deep caring about young 
Jewish readers. 
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Library Light 
SPIRITUALITY MA SSPI ITEDP EL 

by lisa Handelman 

On a pleasant Tu b'Shevat evening, February 1st, the beautiful Culver City 
Library hosted our General Meeting, in a panel starring Sonia Levitin and Larry 
Blumenstein. First popular children's and YA author Levitin discussed the per
sonal journey that she herself undertook in order to be able to write a book about 
the spiritual journeys of others. 

Although Levitan has authored over 30 books for young people, The Singing 
Mountain is the first one dealing with the subject of Ba'alei Teshuva. (At the 
meeting, Susan March and Sharon Blumenstein both prepared useful bibliogra
phies on the subject which are still available.) Levitan says "Every character in 
this book is me at some stage of my life as I was searching for answers." When 

she first went to Israel she felt something very deep-as if she had "finally come home". She began to learn 
and change and was looked at quizzically by her friends and especially her family. She noticed how spiritual 
changes in one's life made other's around them feel uneasy, so she put all those experiences into her book. She 
says that her character, Mitch, the American teen who goes off to Israel in a search for his soul, was inspired 
by listening to that voice in her head that always wants to learn more. 
After Levitan spoke about her book, Larry Blumenstein, husband of librarian Sharon Blumenstein of Emek 

Academy, intrigued us with a few stories of his own. He had been asked to speak about his reaction to the 
book due to the similar journey that he himself had taken as a younger man. He, like Mitch from the novel, 
was also brought up in a more liberal religious tradition, and began his own spiritual reawakening at around 
the age of 18. "Each of us has our own right path" he says. "When you start to change, you challenge all the 
values of others around you. If you go two levels more traditional, you are seen as a fanatic. Two levels less 
and you are an apikoros." Blumenstein eventually found his place and now works as a mortgage broker by 
trade, and does much community work as the President of the Valley Eruv Society, and Chairman of the 
Jewish Federation Police Education Project. He enjoyed Levitan's book immensely. 

Many of Sonia Levitan's books were offered for sale after the meeting and she enjoyed meeting our members 
and signing copies of her books for library and personal use. 

SAVE THE DATE 

OUR JUNE INSTALLATION MEETING WILL BE HELD 
ON MONDAY, JUNE 6TH AT 7:30 

Plan to attend as we honor our outgoing President RONDA ROSE with the prestigious 
DOROTHY SCHROEDER AWARD 

The program, at a location to be announced, will also include a theatrical presentation of excerpts from Baila 
Round Shargel 's book Lost Love: The Untold Story of Henrietta Szold. Our member and co-editor of Library 
Light, professional actress Enid Kent (Sperber) will read from the intimate diaries and correspondance of one 
the great Jewish heroines of the twentieth century. 



SOMETHING NEW FOR THE HIP go•s CROWD 

MAJOR TECHNOLOGICAL BREAKTHROUGH!!! 

Announcing the new Built-in Orderly Knowledge device called 
BOOK. 
The BOOK is a revolutionary breakthrough in technology: No 
wires, no electric circuits, no batteries, nothing to be connected 
or switched on. It's so easy to use even a child can operate it. 
Just lift its cover! Compact and portable, it can be used any
where-even sitting in an armchair by the fire-yet it is powerful 
enough to hold as much information as a CD-ROM disc. 

Here's how it works ... 

Each BOOK is constructed of sequentially numbered sheets of 
paper (recyclable), each capable of holding thousands of bits of 
information. These pages are locked together with a custom-fit 
device called a binder which keeps the sheets in their correct sequence. Opaque Paper Technology (OPT) 
allows manufacturers to use both sides of the sheet, doubling the information density and cutting costs in half. 

Experts are divided on the prospects for further increases in information density; for now BOOKs with more 
information simply use more pages. This makes them thicker and harder to carry, and has drawn some criti
cism from the mobile computing crowd. Each sheet is scanned optically, registering information directly into 
your brain. A flick of the finger takes you to the next sheet. The BOOK may be taken up at any time and 
used by merely opening it. The BOOK never crashes and never needs rebooting, though like other display 
devices it can become unusable if dropped overboard. The "browse" feature allows you to move instantly to 
any sheet, and move forwards or backward as you wish. Many come with an "index" feature, which pinpoints 
the exact location of any selected information for instant retrieval. 

An optional "BOOKmark" accessory allows you to open the BOOK to the exact place you left it in a previous 
session-even if the BOOK has been closed. BOOKmarks fit universal design standards; thus, a single 
BOOKmark can be used in BOOKs by various manufacturers. Conversely, numerous BOOKmarkers can be 
used in a single BOOK if the user wants to store numerous views at once. The number is limited only by the 
number of pages in the BOOK. 

The media is ideal for long term archive use, several field trials have proven the media will still be readable in 
several centuries and because of its simple user interface it will be compatible with future reading devices. 

You can also make personal notes next to BOOK task entries with an optional programming tool, the Portable 
Erasable Nib Cryptic Intercommunication Language Stylus (Pencils). Portable, durable, and affordable, the 
BOOK is being hailed as the entertainment wave of the future. The BOOK's appeal seems so certain that 
thousands of content creators have committed to the platform. Look for a flood of new titles soon. 



Library Light 
AJLSC EDUCATES .... 

Adaire Klein, Director of the Simon Wiesenthal Center Library 
and member of AJLSC will become the new national chair of 
AJL's Continuing Education program. Adaire succeeds fellow 
AJLSC member Barbara Leff who did wonderful work in this 
program for ten years. Congratulations, Adaire and Thank You, 
Barbara. 

BAT-AMI REVEALS OSWEGO HISTORY ... 

Author and actress Miriam Bat-Ami will appear at Sinai Temple in 
a program jointly sponsored by the Jewish Community Library 
and Sinai Temple, report respective librarians, AJLSC members 
Abigail Yasgur and Rita Frischer. On Sunday, May 2nd from 1:30 to 3:30 PM, Bat-Ami will speak about 
her experiences researching and writing an unknown aspect of World War II, the Emergency Refugee Shelter 
at Fort Ontario, Oswego, New York. This was the only US camp established to take in illegal Jewish refugees 
during the war. Bat-Ami's new YA novel Two Suns in the Sky brings the days of the now deserted camp to 
life. The program cost of $2 includes pizza. AJLSC members are invited to attend and, if they wish, to 
donate a pint of blood to Sinai's drive; if you plan to donate blood, arrive early at 1 PM. RSVP to Sinai 
Library, 310-274-1518, ext. 3217 by April 28th. 

BOOK EXPOS GALORE .... 

April 24th and 25th are the dates for the major LA Times sponsored Festival of Books on the campus of 
UCLA. It's a treasure trove of books, authors, panels and readings in a carnival setting. April 30 to May 2nd 
is the Book Expo of America. Plan to attend this massive, informative exhibit at the LA Convention Center. 

DUBIN STAYS IN THE NEWS ... 

Milken award winner, Suzi Dubin, Librarian at Valley Beth Shalom Day School's Sheila Sporn Libirary and 
AJLSC member, continues to grace the pages of national publications. School Library Journal wrote about 
her winning this coveted national award in December 1998. 

GHOST WRITERS IN DEMAND ... 

AJLSC member Muriel Moster of Sinai Temple posts a request for a capable writer willing to undertake 
ghost writing a memoir of the Holocaust. If interested, call her at  

GOLDHAGEN KEYNOTER ON YOM HASHOAH ... 

Best selling author Daniel Goldhagen whose Hitler's Willing Executioners continues to spark debate, is the 
keynote speaker at the community wide Holocaust Remembrance Day program sponsored by many local 
groups including the Jewish Federation and the Los Angeles Museum of the Holocaust. The program is 



Sunday, April 18 at 1 :45 PM at the Los Angeles Holocaust Monument at the north end of Pan Pacific Park, 
between Beverly Boulevard and Third Street. Free transportation is available from the Federal Building in 
West LA and the Milken Community Campus in the Valley. Call323-761-8170 or 310-821-9919. 

JEWISH COMMUNITY LIBRARY RE OPENS WITH GALA ... 

On Sunday May 16 from 11 AM to 4 PM celebrate the opening of the Jewish Heritage Center which embraces 
the re-opened LA Museum of the Holocaust-Martyrs Memorial, the Jewish Community Library of LA and the 
Jewish Historical Society of Southern California. Meet the Center's Museum Row neighbors and other Jewish 
organizations. Participate in family and children's programs. Tour the new Center. Enjoy Jewish soul food. 
Congratulate AJLSC Board Member, Abigail Yasgur for her fine work in reopening the Jewish Community 
Library! The address is 6006 Wilshire Boulevard, corner of Wilshire and Ogden, across from LACMA. 

MARTINSON INTERVIEWS LEVITIN ... 

The Simon Wiesenthal Center hosts a dynamic program on Wednesday evening April 28th. Local author 
Sonia Levitin will introduce her thrilling new book, The Cure. Connie Martinson will interview Levitin about 
this fiction which combines time travel and historical research into the plague-ridden days of the Middle Ages 
for which Jews were so often held accountable. AJLSC members know from past programs starring each of 
these women how terrific they are. 

MORE SYDNEY, SHOFAR, ELLEN AND ... 

Ellen Cole judged the 1999 Shofar Magazine Jewish book essay contest with AJLSC member Rachel Glasser 
now day school librarian at Yavneh Academy in Paramus, New Jersey, but still one of our loyal members. 
Awards for winners and honorable mention included fifth grade day school students from Adat Ari El where 
Lisa Handelman heads the library. 

AJL Executive Board member Toby Rossner of Providence, Rhode Island called Ellen, pleased about the fine 
AJL coverage in the November 1998 Shofar article on Sydney Taylor, her All-of-a-Kind Family series and 
AJL's Book awards. Ellen was so excited Toby found it in Shofar. "Found it in Shofar?" Toby exclaimed, "I 
didn't need to find it- I read about it in Library Light and knew it was there!" Now we know our January 
issue was read from coast to coast. 

SINAl INVITES YOU ..... 

Take a visual and verbal journey from crisis to survival with Rose Farkas and Hallie Lerman on Sunday, April 
18th at 7:30PM urges Sinai Library Director, AJLSC member Rita Frischer. The two authors will speak and 
dialog with Rabbi David Wolpe. Lerman will show slides and discuss her book, Crying for Imma: Battling for 
the Soul on the Golan Heights, a book which reveals the human face of war. Farkas will consider the power of 
a defiant attitude and discuss her book, Ruchele : Sixty Years from Szabmer to Los Angeles. Admission is free. 
Call Sinai Temple Library at 310-474-1518, ext. 217. 

WEB WATCH ... 

The Sydney Taylor Book Award results continue to draw response from all across the US. AJLSC member 
Ellen Cole reports on phone calls and FAXes from wired people delighted with the HaSafran posting, but dis
appointed she had no e-mail. Sound familiar? 



Library Light 
LIBRARY MAGIC 

By Enid Sperber 

Did you ever wonder how we do what we do? Sometimes finding what someone is looking for seems to pop 

out of nowhere. One day recently our Judaica coordinator, Tamara Lawson Schuster came into the library with 

a question. Where could she find the midrash about how the Torah letters got their crowns? The fourth grade 

teacher wanted it. 

I know that story I said to myself. I had read it somewhere within the last month. But what was it and where 

was it? I had spent the last month helping adults locate Torah commentary for a festschrift in honor of our 

Rabbi John Rosove's tenth year at Temple Israel of Hollywood. I knew it was not in anything connected to 

those commentaries. 

We began our search very haphazardly looking in children's books of midrash. It was the "needle-in-a

haystack" method (always the worst kind) but neither of us had the time for a serious search. Tamara was 

ready to give up. I was not. I told her to give me a few more minutes because I had forgotten to go the one 

resource I always tell my patrons to check first: The Encyclopedia Judaica. I slipped out the "C" volume and 

looked up Crown. Of course, being the EJ there were two pages on subject! I skimmed the article and it was

n't enlightening me. I always tell the kids to read to the end because the information you need might be on the 

last line. And of course there was my clue in the very last paragraph. The article ended by discussing Rabbi 

Akiba's opinion of "crowns" made using garlands of the seven species for the sacrificial ox at the procession 

of the first fruits. 

RABBI AKIBA ... that sounded familiar. .. My son goes to Milkin Community Middle School. He takes a 

class in Mishnah taught by Rabbi Leah Kroll. This semester he had to prepare a paper on Rabbi Akiba ben 

Joseph. I helped him work on his research. One of the teacher's handouts was from the wonderful 

Encyclopedia a/Talmudic Sages. I ran to the shelf, grabbed the book, quickly flipped through the pages to 

Rabbi Akiba's entry and there it was: "When Moses ascended heaven to receive the Torah he saw God attach

ing little crowns to the letters of the Torah. Moses said to God: 'Lord ofthe world! What prevents you from 

giving the Torah without theses crowns?' and God answered: Someday after many generations there will arise 

a man Akiba ben Joseph who will derive many laws from every little dash and it is for his sake that I prepare 

these little crowns." 

Success! Tamara thought I was a genius. I think I'm weird but I know I owe a debt of gratitude to Rabbi Kroll 

for being my "long distance teacher". Studying her materials with my son helped me find the answer so I 

could perform a little library magic! 
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MARRANO, CONVERSO, ANUSIM, OR CRYPTO-JEW 
- - WHICH TERM TO USE? 

By Ellen Mark 

By the end of the 14th century in Spain the political and religious tide was turning, and the Golden Age for 
Spanish Jews was coming to an end. As a result of the riots and massacres of 1391, nearly 100,000 Jews 
were forcibly baptized. Those fortunate enough to be accepted in society because of wealth or status became 
known as "conversos," the converted ones. 

Since ancient times those who are forced to convert from Judaism to another faith are known as "anusim." 
The implication is that, given the opportunity, they would revert back as Jews. Although some of the 
Spanish "cristianos nuevas," (or "cristaos novas" as they later were called in Portugal) were sincere, many 
held on to their Jewish customs and beliefs. The degrading label of "marrano" ("swine" or "pig") developed 
as a result of distrust in the sincerity of the converts. Ultimately, this suspicion resulted in the Inquisition, 
expulsion of the unconverted Jews, and the horrific auto-da-fe, the burning at the stake of those marranos 
who continued to practice their religion in secret. 

The Inquisition documents refer to "judaizers," or in modern parlance, crypto-Jews. Both the term marrano 
and crypto-Jew describe one who is suspected of retaining parts of their Judaism. Religious groups practic
ing forms of Jewish rites have been discovered in the Pacific Southwest, Mexico, Portugal, Israel, and South 
and Central America. On the island of Majorca today there exists a group of Catholics called "chuetas" ("lit
tle Jews"?) known to be of Jewish origin. 

Bibliography: 

"Marranos." The Encyclopedia of Judaism. Wigoder, Geoffrey, ed. NY: Macmillan, 1981. p. 460-61. 

"Marranos." The Encyclopedia of Religion, val. 9. Eliade, Mircea, ed. NY: Macmillan, 1987. p. 210-218. 

Please do not forget to bring 
the books you wish to donate 
to the Los Angeles City and 

County Libraries to the June 
7th meeting. Support our 

annual project! 

Association of Jewish Libraries 
of 

Southern California 

This book was donated 
to the 

Los Angeles Public Library 
June 7,1999 
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