
The Association of Jewish Libraries of Southern California 

DUBIN ACCEPTS MILKIN AWARD WITH ACCOLADES 
[Susan Dub ins s moving acceptance speech at the December 17th presentation of the Mil ken 
Distinguished Educators Award produced a standing ovation. We share it with you, glowing 
with pride in her accomplishments and well deserved honor. ed~.] 

"A book is the most pleasant of friends. Its proverbs will amuse you; its advice 
gladden you. It contains words of the old and the new, the past and the present. It 
speaks of the dead and tells much of life. It is a friend that enhances your talent. It 
will profit you, yet seek no pay. It gives and does not take." These words by 
Avraham Ben Ezra could easily apply to the keepers of the book, librarians. 
Although many think of librarians, when they think ofthem at all, as those people 
from their childhood who merely stamped their books and urged them to be quiet, in 
reality ,librarians are key players in the field of education in the information age. 
Julius Lester, Newbery award-winning 
author, said "As our society more and more 
confuses information with knowledge, we are 
scarcely able to distinguish tdvia from infor
mation, information from knowledge, and 
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knowledge from wisdom." By teaching how to access, evaluate, and assimilate 
information, librarians help students find the relevant pieces of information that 
will lead to knowledge and, hopefully, wisdom. To do this, librarians play many 
parts: the first part we play is that of cheerleader: "Read, Read, R-E-A-0, Read. 
BOOKS, BOOKS, Yeah!" We must get people to visit the library and get excit
ed about reading and research. (continued on page 5) 
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Award winning author Sonia Levitin will discuss her newest YA novel, The Singing Mountain, (reviewed on p. 9) and 
its genesis, her spiritual return to observant Judaism. Larry Blumenstein will dialog the reality of Levitin's story as an 

observant Jew whose life parallels the events in her fiction. 

NEXT 
GENERAL 
MEETING 

MONDAY 
FEBRUARY 1, 

1999 

Levitin, noted author of thirty books for young readers, has garnered many awards includ, 
ing the National Jewish Book Award for her biographical fiction. Journey to America 

and The Return which also won the 1987 Sydney Taylor Book Award; an ALA Best 
Book for YA's and a Booklist Editor's Choice for Escape from Egyp.. Blumenstein, 
husband of board member Sharon Blumenstein, works in community liaison. He 
feels he is a character in her books. Don't miss this moving look into the process of 
ba'al t'shuvah. 

JOIN US at 7:30pm at the Culver City Library at 4975 Overland Ave in Culver 
City. This County Library is on the west side of Overland, south of Culver Blvd 
and north of Jefferson. You can reach the Library via the 405 freeway. Culver City 

Library offers parking in their lot behind the building or next door in the lot of the 
Assessor's Office. If you get lost, call 310,559,1676. 



Library Light 
AJlSC Presidents Message 

by Ronda Rose 

We are looking ahead to an exciting meeting this month with Sonia Levitin at the Culver 
City Library. In November I sent out over thirty-five letters asking rabbi's and administra
tors to have their librarians join our group and avail themselves to our network. 

; I really would like to have people make follow up calls to these schools and invite them 
to attend our meeting this month. If you can help make these phone calls please contact 
me as soon as possible. My e-mail is frose@worldnet.att.net, my work telephone is (310) 
288-3737 extension 19. 
Rick Burke is currently working on our web page and hopefully we will be up and run
ning very soon. If you have any materials you would like to have posted to the web page 
please speak to me or Rick and we will try to have them incorporated on our site. 

AJLSC Library Light is distributed free 

to AJLSC members. 

PURIM HAS MORE THAN ONE 

SPIEL, 

PLAY FOR US: WRITE! 

Deadline for the April 1999 issue is 

TUESDAY, MARCH I, 1999. 

We need all submissions by this date to 

publish timely. 

Submit articles on IBM compatible 

disks with print outs. 

Mail to: 

Ellen Cole, co-editor 

 

 

E-Mail to: 

Enid Sperber, co-editor 

 

Computer Consultant: Philip R. Gordon 

Permission to reprint is granted when 

credit is given to: 

"AJLSC Library Light". 

HELLO, HELLO THERE! 

There are no new members! 
Where are you and where 
are your institutions? To 
date we have 4 3 members 
renewing, reports Sue 
Greening, Membership Vice
President. Nine of these are 
institutional members. 

/ i' 

' ' 

Happy Tu B'Shevat! 
February I , 1999 

See you at the 
Meeting 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

Please Note : Due to Holidays, meetings 
this year will not occur on a regularly 
scheduled first Monday of the month. 

AJLSC: 

Mon. January II, 1999 
Board Meeting at Amy Goldenberg's 

Mon. February I, 1999 
General Meeting at Culver City Library 
Spiritual Journeys with 
Author Sonia Levitin and 
Panelist Larry Blumenstein 

Mon. March 8, 1999 
Board Meeting at ~haron Blumenstein's 

I 

Mo'\_Aprill2A99 
General Me)}{fng at the 
Jewish CQfllmunity Center of West Hills 
Enid erBEl( Performs Lost Love : 
Th ntimate ~aries of Henrietta Szold 

Mon. May 3, 1999 Ad~~" If 
Board Meeting at A5Igm1 rasgur's 

AJ.b.:-- o/6@ ~ 
National Convention: ~ 
Sunday June 20 through 
Wednesday June 23, 1999 
Boca Raton Resort & Club 
Boca Raton, FL 

Future Convention: 
Washington, DC: June 2000 



OBSERVING THE OBSERVANT 

Allegra Goodman's bestseller Kaaterskill Falls is a classic novel 
with an non-classic subject : Orthodox New York Jews. 
Characters and observations make the plot matter. Subtle humor 
weaves through serious prose. The style is as pleasurable as the 
story : this is reading recommended for the writing! The recent 
Sunday Los Angeles Times special book review section on the 
best fiction of 1998 included Goodman's novel. 

Goodman's brilliant language and sensitive perception catapult 
her to the top of the heap of authors mining the exotic ultra-ortho

dox, (sorry Abraham, Potok, Ragen). Her amazing talent in this her first novel, though third book, blends 
memory (vivid, she is 30); experience (brief, she grew up in Hawaii; only visited the Catskills), imagination 
(a Conservative Jew, she researched this topic), and belief (Judaism is the comfortable insider). 

Falls' female protagonist (an Orthodox oxymoron?) instigates its mild plot. Elizabeth Shulman wants to 
adventure outside her observant home and set up her own store. This idea requires permission from her reli
gious leader, Rav Kirshner, who dictates which kosher foods pass muster, when she can operate independently 
of her husband and which boundaries ~he may cross into the secular world. Three subplots introduce a 
quandary about who will succeed the dying Rav, a mystery surrounding an old car crash affecting contempo
rary land planning and a saga of adolescent rebellion threatening a Holocaust survivor's household. 

Characters and setting dominate and dazzle. The novel would be Victorian if it weren't so Jewish. Dickens 
size throngs populate, each person insightfully drawn, distinctiy individuaL Femaie sensibilities and pastoral 
setting echo Jane Austen. The stunning countryside is expertly observed, physically beautiful, symbolically 
strong and painted by a Cole. It contrasts the Kirshners' long winter isolation in grimy Washington Heights 
with their brief summer idyll in a Catskill mountain village exposing them to Yankees and sunshine. Several 
pages describe the town Library and the Librarian. Time organizes the plot chronologically from June 1976 
to June 1978. Time past adds a romantic patina. 

An omniscient narrator reveals souls and secrets endowing action with a magnificent inner life. Quiet details 
of daily existence introduce sophisticated dilemmas of obedience to power grown rigid, of rote tradition gut
ting spirituality, of associating without assimilating, of piety vs. brilliance, of generational conflict and conti
nuity. Family, community and faith permeate romance, real estate and nature. Characters interject world 
events which time the play, dreams or fears which drive the plot, passions which explain motives and create 
surprises. No person acts out of character producing warm honesty. 

Most Kirshners genuinely find personal freedom in restrictions, peace in Rav-made decisions. Exceptions 
seed drama. The survivor doubts; protagonist Elizabeth pushes boundaries; her daughter questions the 
group's anti-Zionism. But, religious identity never flags or fails characters in a novel which never flags or 
fails the reader. It's a summer's tale, perfect for a winter's read. 

Kaaterskill Falls by Allegra Goodman. New York : The Dial Press, 1998. 324p. $23.95. ISBN: 0-385-
32389-1. 



Library Light 
INSTITUTIONAL MEMBERS OF AJLSC 

1998-99 

ADATARI El 
Weber library 

CONGREGATION NER TAMID OF SOUTH 
BAY 

SEPHARDIC TEMPLE TIFERETH ISRAEL 
leV)' Sephardic library 

SIMON WIESENTHAL CENTER LIBRARY 

TEMPLE BAT YAM 

TEMPLE EMANUEL 
Temple Emanuel library 

TEMPLE ISAIAH 
levine library 

TEMPLE ISRAEL OF HOLLYWOOD 
Corwin library 

UNIVERSITY SYNAGOGUE 
Kleiner library 

DON'T FORGET THE SCHROEDER FUND 

Tribute cards support the Dorothy 
Schroeder Memorial Fund which pro
vides incentive awards to those who 
make significant contributions to Judaic 
Librarianship, convention travel and 
education class grants. Donations are 
easily made to Adaire by mail to the 
Wiesenthal Center or E-Mail to: 
aklein@wiesenthal.com. Please make 
your checks out to the Dorothy 
Schroeder Memorial Fund, not 
AJLSC; the bank accounts are differ
ent. 

SCHROEDER FUND DONATIONS 
AJLSC in honor of Fran Shuster's speedy recovery. 

AJLSC in honor of Jacob Sperber's Bar Mitzvah. 

AJLSC in memory of Harold S. Gilbert beloved father of Ellen 
Cole. 

Anonymous a generous donation, in honor of our work as a 
chapter 

Clare Bronsen in honor of Suzi Dubin's winning the prestigious 
Milken Distinguished Educator Award. 

Suzi Dubin shared a generous portion of her Milkin 
Distinguished Educator Grant with all of us in AJLSC 

Suzi Dubin in honor of Jacob Sperber's Bar Mitzvah 

Sue and Paul Greening in memory of Harold S. Gilbert 
beloved father of Ellen Cole 

Adaire and Manny Klein in honor of Suzi Dubin's winning the 
prestigious Milken Distinguished Educator Award. 

Barbara Leff in honor of Suzi Dubin's winning the prestigious 
Milkin Distinguished Educator Award 

Barbara Leff in honor of Fran Shuster's 65th Birthday 

Henri Lenterman of lntromarketlng in forfeit for not gening 
accounting work to David Schnaid on time. 

Ellen Mark in memory of Harold S. Gilbert beloved father of 
Ellen Cole 

Ronda and Fred Rose in memory of Harold S. Gilbert beloved 
father of Ellen Cole. 

Gayle and David Schnaid in memory of Harold S. Gilbert 
beloved father of Ellen Cole. 

Enid Sperber in memory of Harold S. Gilbert beloved father of 
Ellen Cole 

Enid Sperber in honor of Suzi Dubin winning the prestigious 
Milkin Distinguished Educator award 

Tribute Cards purchased by Rick Burke, Ellen Cole, Suzi Dubin, 
Sue Greening, Ellen Mark, Ronda Rose, Arna Schwartz. 



MAZEL TOV to: 
Suzi Dubin who received her Milken Distinguished Educators Award at the Loew's Hotel Winners Luncheon 
on December 17th. At the December 7th General Meeting of AJLSC Suzi received a picture frame as a gift 
from fellow members. She will use it to proudly display the moment when she became the first Librarian to 
win this award in the Los Angeles area. 

Rita and Jerry Frischer who became grandparents for the second and third time on November 27th when 
their daughter Lauren gave birth to twin girls, Annie and Sophie. Maze! Tov as well to the twin's dad, Glenn 
and brother, Nathan. 

THANKS to: 
Rachel Glasser, past AJLSC president, for her lovely Happy Hanukkah wishes to all. Rachel's move to New 
Jersey has not removed us out from her thoughts, nor she out from ours! 

Sue Greening for co-ordinating another wildly successful People of the Book Festival. This eight day book 
bash gives LA's Jewish community a great reputation with the New York publishing world. 

REGARDS FROM: 
Author Shirley Milgrim who remembers members of AJLSC from national convention in Philadelphia last 
year. Shirley sent regards via Ellen when she went to funeral services for Ellen's dad, Harold Gilbert. Many 
of us met Harold at the lovely reception Ellens' parents hosted for the Jewish Librarians at their home last 
June. Milgim and Gilbert met when she wrote the history of Mikveh Israel Cemetery whose restoration Mr. 
Gilbert spearheaded. 

(continued from page 1) 

Our second role is safari guide: There is a jungle of infor
mation available. How can we best lead our students to 
formulate the questions that will allow them to discover 
the facts that will help them find answers? 

Next we become Judges: We teach students to evaluate the 
information they have found and decide if it is accurate 
and valuable. 

Ringmaster is one of our important parts: We help coordi
nate library and classroom curriculum so that library skills 
become part of the multi-ringed circus of learning. 

We act as bridges between Judaic and Secular studies. We 
provide the perfect place to integrate subjects through 
joint research projects or reading programs. Just as teach
ers touch the future by teaching, librarians provide the 
bridge that allows future to connect with the past by 
teaching how to access the sources that collected and pre
served ancient wisdom. 

Of course, we also play Book Fairies, helping each person 
find just the right book that will "amuse, gladden the heart, 
speak of the dead or tell much of I if e." 

No teacher works alone, and librarians especially depend 

upon others. If it were not tor the wonderful support of 
my administrators and faculty at Valley Beth Shalom, 
my library program would not be possible. Thank you to 
the best students, parents, teachers, administrators, and 
staff with whom anyone could hope to be associated. 

Special thanks to my family and friends. You laugh at 
my jokes, listen to my stories, and share my precious 
books. I love you. 

I truly would not be here today if not for the network of 
librarians who support, encourage, teach, and share 
ideas, lessons, and friendship. The Association of Jewish 
Libraries of Southern California has provided me and 
countless other librarians with the training and support 
to enable us to be effective. You are not only my men
tors, my role models, and my support group, you are 
dear friends. 

I am honored to receive the Milken Family Foundation 
Jewish Educator Award. Many thanks for recognizing 
librarians as part of the team that is charged with shaping 
the world we will become by educating our children. 
Your support of Jewish educators h~:lps us continue to 
strive for excellence. "You profit us yet you seek no pay. 
You give and do not take. You arc the friend that 
enhances our talent." Todah Rabah. 



Library Light 
GRISHAVER'S GREAT NIGHT 

by Lisa Handelman 

On December 7th, our second general meeting of our "year", those of us who attended the meeting at Valley Beth 
Shalom enjoyed the words and musings of Jewish educator and lecturer extraordinaire, Joel Grishaver. Joel gave us 
food for thought as we listened to his ideas on how to help our library programs transition to the 21st century. Some 
memorable quotes: 

"As long as the Temple library is not seen as essential and it is only given the surplus money, it becomes just something 
extra that you have, like a swimming pool. It is not valued in itself." 

"The mistake is to give up on adults or see your primary service as light Jewish fiction. Libraries have people who help 
you to find anything you want! They can show you how to research any question. They are: LIBRARIANS. We need 
to reach out to adults through creative programming. Books on shelves are nice, and fancy machines are good for a 
while until they become obsolete. But what makes the library different is that you can have people there. The more 
people you can get there doings things, programs, etc., formally and informally; your library will be successful. 

"Ask adults what they want and need. Start adult reading groups. Post reviews on Jewish books on a web page, There 
are book people out there seeking others like themselves and they need a place to go. Interview authors. Reach out to 
new Jews. (Jews by Choice need basic Jewish information. This is what makes a library work.) Build an audience of the 
faithful." 

"Day Schools are the best thing that has happened to small Temple libraries." 

"Libraries biggest competitors are the mega books stores- NOT computers." 

"Keep believing in bibliotherapy." 

"How do you reach teens? Find ten kids who read like crazy and like the library. Offer them a chance to be buyers of 
books, to create programs for younger kids, to run reading groups, to help create a web page, or to design library dis
plays. It will be an excuse for them to spend time in the library and to be socially productive. These kids will attract 
others like themselves, and even younger versions ofthemselves. Give kids ownership of a portion ofthe library and 
you've got them for life. People get people. Maintain a background relationship with kids or else they will play at it for 
a few weeks and leave. It is the web of human connection that assures usage more than anything else. People make the 
difference." 



Association of .Jewish Libraries of Southern California 
Dorothy Schroeder Fund 

Application for Association of Jewish Libraries Convention 
Scholarship 

Guidelines: 
* Applicant must be a member of AJL-SC. 
* Applicant must be currently employed in Judaica Librarianship. 
* Recipient of a scholarship must plan to attend entire convention. 
* All information will remain confidential. 
* Every effort is made to assist as many people as possible, with special emphasis on 

new people. 
*Complete this form and mail/fax before March 15, 1999 to: 

Adaire J. Klein 
 

 
 
 

  
 

  

Date: -----------------------------

Convention City ___________ _ Dates: ______ _ 

Name: ____________ ~------------

Address: ______________________________ _ 
Phonc: _________ Fax: ___________ c-mail ______ _ 
Employer ______________________ _ 
Position/Title: -----------------------------How long in present position?__________________ _ _____ _ 
Arc you a member of AJL-SC?___ AlL?,---_______ _ 
Officc/s held: AJL_SC?-,---,------,-,-------,---------::------·AJL? ________________ _ 
What do you hope to gain from this convention? 

If you receive a scholarship, what commitment are you prepared to make to AJL-SC? 

Will you receive funding from any other source? _____________ _ 
If so. from whom?_---:---:--::-:-------::--:::------
Does your employer subsidize your attendance? ________________ _ 
If so. how much is your subsidy? ____________________ _ 
Do you object if your employer receives a letter notifying iliem that you have been awarded a scholarship 
for the AJL Convention? ---------------

Signature _____________ _ 



Library Light 
MURDER. MAYHEM PAY OR AT lEAST COllECT .... 

The AJLSC sponsored Mystery Night program of the People of the Book 
Festival was very successful. The speakers, Rochelle Krich and Janice 
Steinberg, were so dynamic and interesting, the small crowd in attendance 
purchased a whopping $327 worth of books by these two authors. 

SYDNEY, SHOFAR, EllEN ... 

The November 1998 issue of the children's magazine Shofar, ran a four page 
spread about the author, her All-of-a-Kind Family series and the award pre
sented in her name and funded by her family. In this article, AJL received 
notice as the sponsor of the Book and Manuscript Awards and AJLSC Board 
Member and Sydney Taylor Award Chair, Ellen Cole, was quoted twice. 

SCORE A HAPPY BIRTHDAY ... 

The Simon Wiesenthal Center library marked its 20th anniversary on 
November I, 1998 with a party honoring Adaire Klein and her staff. Adaire, 
AJLSC member and Chair of the Dorothy Schroeder Memorial Fund, remembers her first day of work as the first Librarian hired 
by the new Library which opened its doors on November I, 1978. 

WIESENTHAl'S NEW liBRARY DEDICATION HONORS BUNTING ... 

February 28, 1999 is the official opening date of the Simon Wiesenthal Center's new Library quarters, just completed across 
the street from the Center's Museum of Tolerance. Author Eve Bunting will receive a Body of Work award to honor the fact her 
books cover every aspect of the Wiesentha~ Center mandate: tolerance, multi-culturalism, diversity. social justice and the 
Holocaust. Bunting, a native of Ireland before she emigrated to the United States, is well known to Jewish Librarians for her 
classic Holocaust fable, Terrible Things. 

UClA FEATURES AUTHOR AT lECTURE ... 

The annual Frances Clarke Sayer Lecture is February 28, 1999. This year the featured speaker is author Virginia Hamilton. The 
lecture is at UCLA in the business school auditorium. 

WOMEN'S HISTORY MONTH IS AlMOST HERE ... 

January is the month the 1999 Women of Valor posters arrive for display and use during Jewish Women's History Month in 
March. This is the third year of the program sponsored by the Jewish Women's Archive and Ma'yan : The Jewish Women's 
Project in New York. Posters and materials are free of charge and go to all Librarians who requested them last November. The 
three featured women this year are Emma lazarus, famous poet and essayist; Hannah Solomon, founder and first president of 
the National Council of Jewish Women; and Justine Wise Polier, a New York judge who promoted the rights of underprivileged 
children. 

FRISCHER FACES FRONT ... 

The smiling face in the sea of smiling children that graced the December 16, 1998 Los Angeles Times section E "Southern 
California Living" front page was AJLSC member Rita Frischer, Director of library Services for Sinai Temple. Rita's "shayne 
punam" was the photo for an article about the books of Rabbi Sandy Eisenberg Sasso. The LAT article quoted Rita on page 
three. Her sound analysis of Sasso's work proves what we all know : this is more than just a pretty face! 

WEB WATCH ... 

The Wiesenthal Center ran an all day session, Internet 2000 : Promise and Peril, on December I st. The program included a 
keynote address on "Civility without Censorship;" a round table on "Hate on the Internet:" and a cyberclass introducing a pilot 
project with innovative on-line strategies for teachers. librarians and students seeking to confront this menace. 



LEVITIN WRITES OF BA'AL T'SHUVAH FROM A TEEN POINT OF VIEW 
by Ellen G. Cole 

Who kidnapped Mitch? Orthodox fanatics or his own religious black hole? From its attention grabbing opening to its 
satisfYing end, this new novel about a California college freshman who opts to study in a poor Jerusalem yeshiva is an 
engrossing read that boldly confronts the need for spirituality in today's Jewish youth. Author Levitin presents a thorny 
issue for modem teens through peer protagonists in a plausible plot. Parental opposition to the lure of proselytizing 
Orthodox maintains constant tension without crowding questions of family responsibility, love and commitment. The 
subplot's romantic triangle considers a relationship between cousins. 

Levitin loves her religion and her audience. This love glows on every page, creating warmth and sensitive understand
ing. Characters are realistic and sympathetic ranging from near-saint to cad. Chapters alternate locale (LA sections note 
lots of familiar Valley references) and points of view between the two main characters, Mitch and his cousin Carlie. 
Necessary background is not delivered all at once, but subtly released throughout the story. Flashbacks, phone calls, 
journals and dialog skillfully advance conflicting positions. A surprise discovery ties the protagonist to Israel via a 
Holocaust tragedy. 

This is a superb Jewish-American coming of age story solved by two people, each in their own way, and each happily. 
Happy is not pablum mush, but the result of serious thinking about self and group identity. Levitin writes well. The text 
flows smoothly. Adolescent angst proves fertile ground for considering belief, practice, the lure of the ba'al te'shuvah, 
and free will in an interesting novel positive about teenagers and United States Jews. 

The Singing Mountain by Sonia Levitin. New York: Simon & Schuster Books for Young Readers, 1998. 261p. $17. 
ISBN: 0-689-80809-7. 

CATALOGING SPIRITUALITY 
by Joel Tuchman 

As we all know, right now, spirituality is an extremely hot topic. What is the best thing to do when cataloging books that 
in some way relate to this topic? 

When studying a book, either new or old, that focuses spirituality we need to determine if that is actually the main sub
ject. It is possible that even though the word spirituality is in the title it is not a book that actually focuses on the topic. 
If it isn't than it needs to be classified based on what the subject matter is. If however, the main focus of the book is on 
spirituality then the decision must be made on where it will be best suited for a specific collection., the subjects that 
generally makes the most sense would either be in Kabbalah, Mysticism or Modern Jewish Thought. 

With spirituality being such a popular topic and with it being written about from so many different angles, right now 
Modern Jewish Thought is a natural fit. However, since spirituality has grown out of Mysticism and the Kabbalah the 
way the book has been composed should be a factor in determining where the book should be classified. At the present 
time with spirituality being so popular and explored in so many different ways-how it should be cataloged will be altered 
based on what classification system each specific library is using. 



Library Light 
LIBRARIANS: ABIGAIL YASGUR EXTENDS 

A PERSONAL INVITATION TO AITEND A LITERARY EVENT 

THE JEWISH COMMUNITY LIBRARY and the SKIRBALL CULTURAL CENTER present 
Gloria Miklowitz, author 

speaking about her latest book for young adults: 

MASADA: THE LAST FORTRESS 

This is a work of historical fiction that blends "the everyday and the dramatic, show how people can find hope, beauty, and even 
love in the midst of the most dire of circumstances ... seen through the eyes of a young Jewish man helping to hold the fort ... pow
erful." (BOOKLIST, 1998) 

At the Skirball Cultural Center 
Sunday, January 24, 1999 

2P.M. 
in the Haas Conference Center 

2701 N. Sepulveda Drive 
(Skirball Center Drive off the 405 Freeway) 

Ms. Miklowitz will speak and sign copies of her book. 

Bring a friend, bring a teen! 

MIKLOWITZ OFFERS MASADA FOR THE STRONG OF HEART 
by Ellen G. Cole 

Readers are vaguely aware of Masada where friends go for Bar/Bat Mitzvah. But what happened there? why? and who 
cares? This YA historical novel tells all in a well crafted drama that considers teen sensibilities by an author who knows 
her audience: this is Miklowitz's 48th book.. Facts drive the plot through a thrilling slant: each side thinks it has out 
guessed the other only to be outguessed again. From its rapid opening setting scene, establishing characters, painting 
mood and weighing advantages, the novel establishes an exciting pace that never flags, roaring through violent history, 
educating with reason about passion. 

The novel is cast as two private journals, one by a fictional Zealot teenager, the other by an historical Roman Legion 
commander. The journals alternate, revealing the position of each of the competing sides, allowing motive and emotion 
to color actions. Each protagonist has a distinctive vocabulary and tone; transition is easily grasped. Both are sympa
thetic. Details are accurate according to Josephus. The volume includes a map and end-page pen and ink sketches of 
the fortress, useful tools for following the siege. 

The Roman time schedule fuels tension. The plot hews to traditional reasons for Jewish martyrdom :freedom rather 
than slavery to tyranny. Characters' fear of death is second to fear of bad reputation. Romance surfaces in an unrequited 
love story with a strong moral about friendship and loyalty. Horror is parents sacrificing children to a cause. Teen read
ers grapple with a nasty dilemma: the moral difference between rational war and fanatical response. Hope balances 
despair as the plot proceeds to an unhappy ending, rare in children's literature, but valid and realistic here. Woe unto 
fanatics arrives in a sharp yarn. 

Masada: The Last Fortress by Gloria Miklowitz. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1998. 188p. $16. ISBN: 0-8028-5165-7. 



MANAGEMENT OF LIBRARY RESOURCES 
by Barbara LetT 

AJLSC offers a two credit course sponsored by Hebrew Union College on the Management of Library 
Resources . The course starts in February, runs for 30 hours of class time, and costs $190 tuition. AJLSC 
member Barbara Leff MLS., will instruct the class. 

(Sponsor: Hebrew Union College-- 2 units credit-- 30 hours-- $190 tuition.) 

This course is geared to many needs: those who are relatively new at running a library, OR who are some
what experienced but would like more guidance in its operations and services, OR who want to incorporate 
the school and/or Judaic component into the totality of library functions. 

We'll cover the basics, explore how to streamline procedures, and discuss the present and future of library 
technology (with some hands-on Internet work), within the following areas: 

• For all synagogue/school libraries: needs and resources assessment; missions, goals, and objectives; collec
tion development and management; personnel (including volunteers); facilities use; services, programs, and 
activities; budget and fund raising; and evaluation. 

• For school libraries (religious and/or day school): efTective ways of worl.ing with teachers and administra
tors, enhancing school library curricula, and understanding the virtual school library. 

Starts in February 1999 --specific dates and location to be determined. 
To sign up, or for information, call Barbara at  

L.A. LIBRARIANS, GO SOUTH! 
SCHROEDER FUND OFFERS S S 

AJL convention, June 20-23rd i 
Librarianship and plans to attend t 
printed on page 9. Complete this form a 
members are eligible to apply for both our Sc 

The Schroeder Scholarship Committee 
convention attendance by th e 
The Schroeder fund intends to 

by Adaire Klein 

Leff, and Dorothy Steiner, want to encourage 

attendance at the annual conference. listed above and active membership contribu-

tion to the local chapter. 
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YOU ARE INVITED 

TO SHARE 

SPIRITUAL JOURNEYS 

A SPECIAL PANEL 

AT THE 

GENERAL MEETING 

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 1ST 

at 7:30PM 

CULVER CITY LIBRARY 




