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AJLSC MEMBERS MAKE IT POSSIBLE TO SAY: 
AND THE WINNERS ARE! 

Two of the seven judges on the Sydney Taylor Award Committee are from AJLSC. Elizabeth 
Abarbanel and Ellen Cole, who is chair, read 70 entries, rated each one, then wrote an in-depth 

,_.....__........,'-----&..."""""'review supporting the book's score. AJL's SSC division sponsors this annual competition for the 
best new contributions to Jewish literature for children. The committee members, spread across 

t--r--:-:-:-::--:-::"-:::-""t"""-1 the country, weigh each other's opinions which are sound, diverse and passionate. 

The Sydney Taylor Award is named for popular children's author Sydney Taylor of All-of-a
kind-Family fame. Jewish and secular publishers submit their books for the honor and the cash 

prize from the Taylor estate. The best books of 1997 are a delightful holiday story and a mesmerizing collection of leg
ends. Author Barbara Diamond Goldin wins the Body of Work Award. The March issue of Library Light announced 
the 1997 winners in a last minute scoop and we, the editors, apologize for spelling errors. 

Picture book winner, When Zaydeh Danced On Eldridge Street, by Elsa Rael, illustrated by Marjorie Priceman and pub
lished by Simon & Schuster, is a delicious Simchat Torah story based on the ten
sion between a bright little girl and her fearsomely stem Yiddish grandfather. 
Zessie of last year's What Zessie Saw on Delancy Street returns as an appealing 
hero and role model of a curious female. She provokes and deserves the joyous 
outcome of a warm tale of generational love, religious observance, ethnic roots 
and holiday joy. Stylized paintings capture New York's Lower East Side in the 
1930's. We have prayed to fill the Simchat Torah void; now we have not just a 
story, but a great one with a lump-in-your-throat definition of Torah, interesting 
characters and colorful illustrations. 

Continued on Page Five 
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Note that this year's last general meeting, our annual Gala event, is on a Sunday in the afternoon. Mark this differ
ent day and time and join fellow AJLSC members in the diner of the new display at the Simon Wiesenthal Center's 
Museum of Tolerance. The stimulating discussion on Hate Speech, Is It Free Speech? led by Rabbi Yitzchak 

Adlerstein, Director of the Yeshiva Studies Program at the Yeshiva of Los Angeles will stir our 
thoughts and whet our appetites. A light buffet reception follows the exhibit and dialog. 

The Museum of Tolerance is on the SouthEast comer ofPico and Roxbury at 9786 West 
Pica Blvd. in West LA. If you are traveling south on the 405 freeway there is an exit 

at Pico; note there is NO exit onto Pica traveling north. Free parking is available in 
the MOT's underground lot, entered from Pico just east of the building. Lost? Call 
310-553-8403.Members and guests must make reservations for this special after
noon. 
The cost of the program is $15 per person for AJLSC members and the first guest, 
$18 per person for non-members and additional member's guests. A convenient 

tear-off reservation form is on page 7. CHECKS AND RESERVATIONS are 
due by June 2nd. Don't delay. Fill out the form and your checks today. Join 

us for food and festivities, Sunday, June 7th at 4:00. 



Library Light 
President' Message 

by Ronda Rose 
Philadelphia Here We Come .... .l know that many of us will be attending the national convention of AJL in 
1-'hllaclelllihla this month. Please notify me as soon as possible if you are going to be at convention. Our 
,,.h ... , ... ~ .. has a reputation to live up to. We have several special events in the works but I must know who is 
coming so you are not left out. 
Once again in June I would like to collect duplicate and or extra books you might have at home or in your 

library for the Los Angeles Public and County Libraries. As you might recall we have supported the public libraries since the 
rededication of the main library downtown after it was destroyed by fire. I feel that it is really important that we continue to 
show our support by donating books with Jewish content so that every branch will have a Judaic section. Please plan on bring
ing your donation to the June Meeting. We will collect them and present them to the public library systems. 
If you are interested in hosting a meeting in the coming year or have an idea for a program please contact Lisa Handelman or 
me. To reach me at Temple Emanuel please call (31 0) 2 88-3 7 3 7 extension 19. You may e-mail at home at 
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Pe&rission .to· reprinfis ~anted when 
credit is given to: 
"AJLSC Library tight''. 

HELLO, HELLO THERE! 

Welcome to our new individual 
member, Dawn Nates from South 
Africa. Kudos to long time member 
Gayle Schnaid for spreading the 
word about AJLSC on the interna
tional scene. 

We have two renewing institutional 
members. Welcome back to the 
Simon Wiesenthal Center Library . 
and to Sinai Temple's Blumenthal 
library. 

We close the 1997-98 year with 
70 members reports Sue Greening, 
Membership Vice-President; I 8 of 
these are institutional members. 

AJLSC MEMBERS: 

If you would like to serve an 
interim one year term on the 

Board of Directors, please contact 
President Ronda Rose at Temple 
Emanuel in Beverly Hills or at 

home. We need to fill some 
slots and hope you can help. 

MARKYOUR CALENDAR 

Future Conventions :in• 

Boca~qtr :_,June)Q~9 ..... · . 
• Washirii:tf<tfi; oc :JuneZOQ(} · 

Librarian Wanted: 
University Synagogue 

12-15 hours per week/10 months a year 
Employment to begin in September 

Contact: Jane Tytell 
 



WHITE PAPER PANTHER 
by Ellen Cole 

Short and sweet is the new novel by Amos Oz, a captivating bit of nostalgic 
charm that amuses and moves· while reviewing 1947 Israel's imminent state
hood. Panther in the Basement is pleasurable fiction which skillfully dis
tills the essence of watershed history in warm humanity. It is the perfect 
read for Israel's 50th Anniversary. 

This autobiographical novella sees Jerusalem in the last year of the British mandate from a child's point of view, remem
bers the way it was and underlines changing attitudes. Setting and date replay the political issues. The plot reveals why 
protagonist, Proffy, is branded a traitor by his pre-teen pals. Historical realities from boring to daring to ugly become 
delightful when recalled through the lens of childhood play as three naive boys imagine themselves a den of underground 
heroes. Oz succeeds through the device of a narrator who is both participant and observer and with his vocabulary which 
memorably paints memory. 

Proffy repeats adult epithets which capture 'actions, atmosphere and emotional baggage. When did you last think in terms 
of "Perfidious Albion" or "Clandestine Immigrants". Proffy's Israel has definite social strata moving downward from 
Pioneers through the Organized Community to the Refugees. Time and space are dictated by curfews. A child's fertile 
mind registers events - parents secretly nursing wounded underground, hiding secret packages, sweating out British mili
tary searches - and imagines what happens outside after dark in a world unknown because of the curfew. Media is the 
radio. Bulletins on the progress of independence follow survivor searches for missing relatives. 

The nostalgia incorporates philosophy and the burgeoning attitude never to be victimized again; sheep are now panthers. 
Proffy's crime is to love the enemy. This universal curse/plea softens, but does not weaken, recast in childhood intrigue. 
Who is this enemy? A marvelously described lost soul, a soft, asthmatic, Hebrew language-Biblical history loving, coun
try English sergeant, Stephen Dunlop. Through the Dunlop vignette we share the shaping ofProffy's mature sensibilities. 
Intimate fiction tracks parental attitudes of justice, group identity and patriotism, and their absorption by the child. 

The sentimental escapade ends with Israel's statehood, announced on the radio at dawn. The would-be spies see action. 
The narrator asks: What is the opposite of what really happened? His choice of answers are what has not happened, what 
will happen and what might have happened except for lies and fear. The choice, dear reader, is yours. Welcome, literal
ly, to the land of Oz. Happy Golden Anniversary, Israel. 

Oz, Amos. Panther in the Basement. New York: Harcourt Brace, 1997. 147p. $21. 
ISBN: 0-15-100287-8. 

Philip Roth's American Pastoral is the Pulitzer 
Prize winning novel of the year. The review of this won

derful Jewish-American fiction appeared in the March issue 
of Library Light. 

DUES NOW DUE 

As you look ahead to a relaxing summer, please do 
not forget one last piece of paper work. It is time 

to renew your AJLSC membership for 1998-1999. 
Don't forego programs, classes, networking ideas and 
advice, Library Light or great camaraderie. Use the 
handy form tucked inside this issue before you travel 

to convention and vacations. 



Library Light 
INSTITUTIONAL MEMBERSHIPS OF AJLSC 

1997-98 

ADAT ARIEL 
Weber Library 

ANNE FRANK MEMORIAL LIBRARY 

BRENTWOOD SCHOOL- WEST CAM
PUS 

CONGREGATION NER TAMID OF 
SOUTH BAY 

EMEK HEBREW ACADEMY 

JEWISH COMMUNITY LIBRARY 
of the Bureau of Jewish Education 

KADIMA HEBREW ACADEMY 

SEPHARDIC TEMPLE TIFERETH 
ISRAEL 
Levy Sephardic Library 

SIMON WIESENTHAL CENTER 
LIBRARY 

SINAI TEMPLE 
Blumenthal Library 

STEPHEN S. WISE TEMPLE 
Jack and Mildred Diener Memorial Library 

TEMPLE BAT YAM 

TEMPLE EMANUEL 
Temple Emanuel Library 

TEMPLE ISAIAH 
Levine Library 

TEMPLE ISRAEL OF HOLLYWOOD 
Corwin Library 

TEMPLE JUDEA 
Paul Rubenstein Library 

UNIVERSITY SYNAGOGUE 
Kleiner Library 

VALLEY BETH SHALOM 
Sheil~ Sporn Library 

DON'T FORGET THE SCHROEDER FUND 
Tribute cards support the Dorothy Schroeder Memorial Fund 

which provides incentive awards to those who make signifi

cant contributions to Judaic Librarianship, convention travel 
and education class grants. Donations are easily made to 

Adaire by mail to the Wiesenthal Center or E-Mail to: 
aklein@wiesenthal.com. Please make your checks out to the 
Dorothy Schroeder Memorial Fund, not AJLSC; the bank 
accounts are different. 

DOROTHY SCHROEDER FUND AWARDS 
MERIT SCHOLARSHIPS 

by Adaire Klein 
Chair, Dorothy Schroeder Memorial Fund 

Every year AJLSC honors members of the Association with hono
raria/stipends to attend the national AJL convention. This is an oppor
tunity each year _tq recognize the efforts of our members on behalf of 
AJLSC and Judaica Librarianship. In addition, we enrich national 
AJL and its conference by providing speakers, facilitators and atten
dees to the conference who bring with them their expertise and their 
knowledge, their smiles and our Southern California sunshine. 

Thank you to all the contributors to our Dorothy Schroeder fund who, 
every year, make it possible for our Southern California chapter to 
have what is usually the largest single chapter at convention, regard
less of location. Once again, the Dorothy Schroeder Fund will distrib
ute over $1000 in stipends to national convention. 

This year's honorees include, amongst others, the following 
Librarians: 
Sue Greening, West Valley JCC 
Lisa Handelman, Adat Ari El Day School Library 
David Hirsch, UCLA 
Enid Sperber, Temple Israel of Hollywood 
Joel Tuchman, Sinal Temple Library 
Abigail Yasgur, Jewish Community Library 
Congratulations! May you go me-hayil el hayil- from strength to 

l._ 
SCHROEDER FUND DONATIONS RECEIVED WITH THANKS 

FROM: 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• • • 

AJLSC in memory of John Greening, father of Sue and Paul 
Greening. 

Ellen Cole in memory of John Greening, father of Sue and Paul 
Greening. -

Rachel and Paul Glasser in honor of AJLSC "for their good 
wishes on the recent marriage of our son and for the ongoing 
friendship of a terrific group of professionals." 

Adaire and Manny Klein in memory of Gayle Schnaid's moth
er, Queenie Behr. 

Ronda and Fred Rose in memory of John Greening, father of 
Sue and Paul Greening. 

Ronda and Fred Rose to honor AJLSC. 

Gayle Schnaid to honor AJLSC. 

Susan Dubin, Ellen Cole, Gayle Schnaid and Ronda Rose 
purchased Tribute Cards 



Continued from Page One 

The older reader's winner, The Mysterious Visitor, by Nina Jaffe, illustrated by Elivia Savadier, published by Scholastic, 
is an entertaining anthology of stories about the prophet Elijah. Eight folktales, originating all around the world, brim 
with adventure, romance and humor. Morals arrive through dry wit or dreams come true. The text has a captivating oral 
lilt. Each tale is equally interesting, not an easy feat when a solo character controls inclusion in the collection. Lovely 
full page paintings enrich each story and capture the spirit of this universally appealing volume. 

The two honor books reflect the diversity in children's Jewish literature. When Jessie Came Across the Sea is a strik
ingly handsome picture book. In this immigration romance, dramatic illustrations set off sentimental text. The author is 
Amy Hest; illustrator, P.J. Lynch; publisher Candlewick. History is personalized as a fairy tale. Orphan maid, epony
mous Jessie adventures from shtetl to America and works hard until prince charming comes along. Readers absorb the 
strength derived from hopes, dreams and goals. The art is arresting. Realistic drawings focus on faces. Light builds its 
own emotion whether fire light, sun light or storm obliterated light. Sad, narrow past blossoms into boundless future in 
this three-hanky happy ending. 

The older reader's honor book is I Have Lived A Thousand Years by Livid Bitten Jackson, is also published by Simon & 
Schuster. Vivid language recalls a searing personal experience during the gory final year of the Holocaust. Hope, so 
crucial to literature for children, offsets brutality and graphic scenes to challenge the faint hearted. An intimate diary 
delivers a gripping, honest drama about a teenager for her peers. The writing is outstanding; our children need to read 
English of this caliber. This is more than genre Holocaust memoir; it is literature. 

Barbara Diamond Golden wins the Body of Work award for significant contribution to Jewish juvenile literature. Her 
primary picture books include original, humorously bittersweet holiday tales and her older children's books encourage 
understanding of observance and ethics. A 1991 Sydney Taylor winner for her Purim story, Cakes and Miracles, 
Golden's writing is consistently commendable and recommendable. 

Winning authors and illustrators receive their prizes June 23rd in Philadelphia, Pennsylva11ia at AIL's annual conven
tion. Ellen will speak as awards'chair and AJLSC member. Convention attendees can purchase winning books, meet 
these authors and illustrators, and gamer autographs. The STA committee gives everyone The Best of the Bunch, an 
annotated bibliography of the top 35 books. 

WARM WEATHER. COLD COHENS 
WE HOPE THIS INTERNET CHUCKLE PUTS YOU IN A SUMMER FRAME OF MIND AND MAKES IT A COOL ONE. 

BEN AND JEWRY'S ICE CREAM FLAVORS 
Lehitra Oats 

Rashi Road 
Olive Hashalom 

Oy Ge-Malt 
Wailing Walnut 

Cherry Bim 
Cherry Born 

Bubble Gum-ora 
MiKa-mocha 
Lemontations 

Soda and Gomorra 
Weizman Institutti- Fruitti 

Manishta Nut 
Af AI Pecan 

RabaNut 
Moishmallow 

Maimonidip (Rumbomb) 
Rhubarbanel 

Chazalnut 

Mazel Toffee 
Balak Berry 

Lubavicher Rasberry 
Almond Schacter 

Abba Ebanana 
Bernard Malamint 
Cashew Le'Pesach 

Kol HaVodka 
Tor Sheba'al Pear 

Chuppapaya 
Butter Shkotz 
0-lime Habah 

Berry Pri Hagafen 
Carmel Shake 

Choc-Eilat Chip 
Cin'm'n Toff 

*All flavors available in Cohen, Yiddishe-Cup or 
Barmid-Bar 

Try our new dietary line: Yassir Ara-lowfat 



Library Light 
CLASS ACTS 

By Suzie Dubin 

VIRTUAL DEVELOPMENT COURSE OFFERED 
Virtual collection development is a distance education course offered May 4- June 12, 1998 via the Internet from 
University of Wisconsin-Madison/Extension School of Library and Information Studies: 

Virtual Collection Development 

Dates: May 4 - June 12, 1998 via the Internet· 

Time: Participate when it fits your schedule, from your home or library 

Fee:$ 285 

CEUs: 3.0 Continuing Education Units 

Every day, new resources become available in electronic formats and on the Internet. How 

does this impact traditional library collections? In this on-line course, you'll learn how to 

select and evaluate these resources, what policies should be in place, and how to use the 

Internet as a collection development tool. The course will run for six weeks. Each week will 

feature a new topic, readings and discussion. You can participate at any time of day using 

the World Wide Web. We provide a password to access powerful Lotus Learning Space soft

ware - no software for you to buy! With a focus on collecting electronic resources and using 

the Internet as a collection development tool, the class will examine the following subjects: 

+ The evolving responsibilities of a collection development librarian 
+ Writing new collection development policies 
+Budgeting and reallocating from print to electronic resources 
+ Selection and acquisition tools on the Internet 
+ Supplementing a collection with electronic resources 

+ Evaluating Internet resources 
+ Licensing agreements 
+ Public access to the Internet - does this make it part of your collection? 
+ The filtering debate 
+ Copyright and resource sharing 

Readings will be included in the course web site or provided as links to other sites. Our Learning Space software pro

vides the means to post assignments, do readings, discuss the topics with other students, and contact the instructor. 

The course instructor is Jane Pearlmutter, outreach program manager for UW-Madison's School of Library and 

Information Studies, who conducts frequent workshops on issues and applications of new information technology. 

Interested in taking our World Wide web-based course? Use the checklist below to find out if you have the 

necessary computer components: 
OPlatform: PC, Macintosh, or PowerMac with keyboard and mouse (hard drive space is not an issue; storage of all 
homework assignments for the course can fit on a floppy disk or two) 

DRAM (random access memory): 16MB recommended; with less than 16MB of RAM the software will work but 
some course graphics may be slow to load 



DMonitor: suggested minimum 15" VGA monitor (640x480 resolution 256 colors displayed) 

Dconnection to the Internet: Direct connection or dial-in with a modem (recommended minimum: 28,800 baud); local 

Internet Service Provider (ISP) providing World Wide Web access. 

DBrowsers: Our courses have been optimized to be viewed in browsers that will handle a frames format and.javascript. 

For this reason, we require you use Netscape Navigator 3.02 and Internet Explorer 3.02 or better. 

You can use the addresses below to download free versions of either of these recommended browsers in order to partici-

pate in the courses. 

Internet Explorer: http://www.microsojt.com/ie/ 

Nets cape Navigator: http://home. netscape. com/comprodlmirror/client _download. html 

Questions? Interested in registering for the course? Please contact Jane Pearlmutter, Outreach Program Manager, UW-

Madison School of Library & Information Studies, 600 N. Park Street, Madison, WI 53706 (608) 262-6398 (email: 

JPEARL@macc.wisc.edu). 

~ ------------------~--------------------------~--------------------------~-------------------~----
RSVP TEAR OFF FOR AJLSC JUNE 7TH MEETING 

RESERVATIONS AND CHECKS DUE BY JUNE 2nd 

We need this reservation to put your name on the parking list. The museum can only include 70 people in this 
special program. Don't miss out; meet the deadline. 

Please reserve seats. I enclose$ ___ ($15@ member, one guest) $18@ non-members, additional member's guests). 

NAME ________________ ___ 

PHONE ________________ _ 

E-MAIL ________________ _ 

Send this form and your check to: 

Lisa Handelman 
 

 



Library Light 
JEWISH LIBRARIANS ARE UBIQUITOUS 
Veronica Belling, Jewish Studies librarian of the University of Cape 
town was so pleased with Enid Sperber's quick response to their 
request on Hasafran she posted Enid's work on the Cape Town 
library's internal newsletter. She wrote: I belong to Hasafran, the 
listserv of Judaica Librarians world wide. On the I Oth of March I 
posted a notice that one of our books ... had gone missing ... As the 
book is out of print, I asked if anybody had one for us to buy or 
could donate a spare copy. I got two offers of donations. And in 16 
days received a copy from Enid Sperber in Hollywood. How is that · 
for connectivity? 

LIBRARIAN ON THE LOOSE 
Judy Katz will retire from the Stephen S. Wise library. She served 
there for 2 I years as a religious school librarian and adult education 
librarian. She will stay in town and stay part of AJLSC. Congratulations, Judy! 

SCCLCYP WORKSHOP ATTRACTS AJLSC 
Early Saturday morning on the 2 3rd of March, 6 AJLSC members swelled the audience of the spring conference of the Southern 
California Council on Literature for Children and Young People. Elizabeth Abarbanel, Tali Balas, Judy Cohn, Ellen Cole, Suzi 
Dubin and Helen Rogaway shared the spirited talks about "Looking at Children's Books Through the Lens of Gender" by guest 
authors Kathleen Odean, Theodore Taylor and Theresa Nelson. 

AJLSC SLEUTHS SPOT BOOK ERRORS 
Board Members Lisa Handelman and Ronda Rose found numerous mistakes in the text and captions of an elementary school 
text, the Israel volume in the festiual of the World series. Ronda contacted publisher Garth Stevens. They were open to 
AJLSC corrections, but the new, second edition still has too many flaws. Ronda doubts they will edit again; use this book with 

DIIDYOU ORG TTO RSVP? 

TURNT 1\SPAG ov R ORT 

CONV NII~NT Tt;AR 0 ~ORM1 ' .. # ' 



SUMMER TIME IS ROOTS TIME 
In July, the Jewish Genealogical Society will hold its international seminar in los Angeles. Any one interested in attending should 
call Ted Gosten at 818-577-1795. 

TRUMAN LIBRARY WEB SITE DETAILS BIRTH OF ISRAEL 
Board member Susan March shares news from an article in the Kansas City Jewish Chronicle. To celebrate Israel's 50th 
anniversary, the Harry S Truman library in Independence, MO created a special commemorative Web site. Here people can 
learn about the important role the US played in the world recognition of Israel as an independent nation. The site contains offi
cial White House memos and letters regarding creation of a Jewish state from Truman while in office and after his term as presi
dent. There is an additional page of artifacts relating to Israel and Truman. The site has much information and reference mate
rials in a clear manner and it is easy to navigate. Call up http: www.lbjlib.utexas.edu/truman/israel/index.htm. 

OSCARS AND RABBIS 
The 1998 Academy Award for the long documentary was awarded to Rabbi Marvin Hier of the Museum of Tolerance for The 

Long Way Home, about the release from concentration camps. Both the Wiesenthal library and the Jewish Community library 
have the video to borrow. The Oscar for short documentary saluted Chiune Sugihara and his rescue work accomplished by dis
obeying his Japanese government orders and providing exit visas in lithuania for threatened Jews. 

Valley Beth Shalom Acquires W)a~fr®rt/P ®~ frl])~ fffi®®lli PANELS 
BY SUZIE DUBIN 

The Sheila Sporn Library has purchased the teaching panels which were on display at the Cleveland College of Jewish 
Studies to enhance and expand the Precious Legacy exhibit from the Library of Congress. Although the materials 

from the Library of CotJ.gress originally included manuscripts and archival materials, these original documents are not 

part of the current exhibition. The panels themselves, however, provide a good overview of the history of books and 

bookmaking, specifically as this history relates to American Jews. These panels are handpainted and lettered and give 

the viewer historical information about the development of written documents in a humorous and engaging way. 

The exhibition consists of nine panels which trace the early history of printing, six panels reviewing freedom of the 
press as it relates to Jewish American history, two library panels, a life size Thomas Jefferson, two panels showing 
Jewish heroes, and a series of half panels exploring the art of bookmaking. The exhibit opens with a greeting from 

Jacob Schiffwhose collection along with works that belonged to Thomas Jefferson made up the seed collection of the 

Library of Congress. 

A teaching packet and docent materials came with the panels. The panels have been mounted in the hallway leading 

to the Valley Beth Shalom Library and can be viewed there or on the VBS Library's website, vbs.org/library, after 

April 25th. Plans to offer tours and lessons connected to the history of books are now being developed. 

U/e are inviieJ lo tfw fwme o/ Bell'! anJ Ben..J(,.u6e lo ;ee tfw arl wort o/ Ben; /atfwr,A£xanJ.,r..J(ruJe. Beu'J..J(rude wrile.< tl.aJ we are welcome lo 6ee tfw 30 

painliruj• anJ 18 prinl; on Ji,.pfay allkir Pa4wkrm fwrrw. ..9/ 'JO" widk lo 'I"• conlacl fx,arJ mem/,r J!;.a.J.JanJ.,In.a,. al AJ.ai _A,.; [:£; U/e{,r J!ibrar'l /or tfw 

m:ldre ••. 



Library Light 
SO RARE WAS SO WONDERFUL 

By Lisa Handelman 

Member Joel Tuchman and guests Alice and Marty Massoglia revealed secrets of the 
rare book world from the hard cover and paperback points of view. Tuchman, 
Cataloger and Judaic Reference Librarian at Sinai Temple Library is an appraiser spe
cializing in Judaica and Hebraica. Tuchman showed slides of the title pages of the 
books he discussed. He stressed that books are not rare or special just because they 
are old, although this can be a factor. To indicate that recent books are treasures he 
noted a child's text book from a post war Internment camp in Germany, date of publi
cation, 194 7. 

Two lists are made when appraising a collection. One notes what the book is worth and the other ~hat it might sell 
for based on what similar books sold for previously. Some factors to determine if books are rare are: publisher, place 
and/or date of publication, fraud and distinguishing marks as the print, condition of the books, marginal notes, gilded 
edges, marbled pages or the edition number. 

To emphasize these factors Tuchman showed an 1846 Jerusalem book, interesting because it was difficult to have 
Hebrew books printed during Ottoman rule and a 1505 volume whose title includes the word Rokeach, which means 
druggist in English. This word was only included because the root of the Hebrew word was the numerical equivalent 
of the author's name. Tuchman revealed a fraudulent Talmud from 1907; the author wrote and gave commentary on 
a nonexistent seder. He concluded on a personal note: the $30 Polychrome Haggadah he received for his Bar 
Mitzvah is now out of print and goes at auction for $150. Of special interest to AJLSC members is the fact this 
Haggadah's author, Jacob Freedman, introduced Adaire Klein's parents to each other. 

Marty and Alice Massoglia from A & M Book Cellars in Canoga Park gave an informative talk about the field of col
lecting, selling and purchasing paperback books. My first contact with the Massoglias was over four years ago when 
I organized a paperback book exchange for Sinai Akiba Academy. Each child was requested to bring in a few paper
backs in order to exchange them the following week and the students amassed a large pile. To my dismay, I discov
ered the children bring in "baby" books they don't want and assume they will be able to exchange them for chapter 
books and novels at their own reading level. 

Realizing a had a mountain of books I could not use, I high-tailed it over to A & M Book Cellars with my huge load 
of used children's books. They showed me a room where they keep children's chapter books and told me I could use 
all my trade credit toward any of these items. I had a wonderful time choosing books I know our students would like 
and our book trade day became the first of many successes throughout the years. 

Marty Massoglia is noted for his expertise in the field of paperback mysteries and science fiction. His store is repre
sented at book and collectible shows yearly and he has recently made many of his holdings available on a store web 
site. It was enjoyable to hear him discuss the interesting way books are graded as coll~ctibles: very fine, fine, very 
good B.nd good. He brought examples for us to see and hold and note the differences in condition of spine and paper. 
Paperbacks are valuable because of age, condition, scarcity and demand. 

Alice warned the librarians present about books marked "withdrawn." Bookstores no longer purchase volumes so 
marked because too many times sellers have liberated these books from library shelves and stamped them with their 
own stamp. Alice gave tips for adding to our collections by sifting carefully through the bags of donated materials 
and then figuring out what is worthwhile to bring to a used book store for cash or credit. Those of use who have 
done this have been pleasantly surprised at what we can get for our libraries this way. The Massoglias have proven 
that the relationships between libraries and bookstores should be a close one that can be beneficial to both parties. 



---- --------------------

Q FAREWELL to: Q 

Lisa Udi, our board member and treasurer who will move to New York in June. Lisa will be the new Director of 
Education for Temple Israel of Jamaica in Queens. We will miss her and wish her much good luck in her new position 
and a happy relocation for her family. 

Q GET WELL WISHES to: Q 

Ben Kruse our delightful and informative February speaker. Ben is undergoing chemotherapy for lymphoma. 

Q MAZEL TOV to: Q 

Ellen and Marshall Cole on the graduation of Ellen's son, Matthew, on May 18th. Matthew received his Law Degree 
from Columbia University in New York where he was an editor of the Law Review. 

Susan and Marc Dubin on the graduation of their daughter, Roseanne, on May 8th. Roseanne received her BA from 
the Annen berg School of Communications at USC. 

Helene and Jack Gersuk on the marriage of their son, Matthew to Wendy Sherman in Maui. The couple lives in Davis. 

Librarian Certification Available from BJE 

The Bureau of Jewish Education will offer certification to librarians in the Southern California area who 
meet the criteria set forth in the Personnel Practices Policy. These qualifications for full certification are: 
A Bachelor's Degree from a recognized college or university 
42 units of Judaica-* 
12 units of Education courses 
16 units of Library coursework. 
There is also an option for partial certification. If you think you may qualify for certification, contact Susan 
Dubin at 818-788-6000, ext. 620 for help in filing the necessary paperwork. Although a Librarian Credentiai at 
this time will not guarantee better pay, it is a first necessary step to gain the recognition of our institutions that 
Judaica Librarian is indeed a professional position which deserves respect and appropriate salary, benefits, 
and working conditions. 

Please do not forget to bring 
the books you wish to donate 
to the Los Angeles City and 

County Libraries to the June 
7th meeting. Support our 

annual project! 

Association of Jewish Libraries 
of 

Southern California 

This book was donated 
to the 

Los Angeles Public Library 
June 7, 1998 
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AJLSC Library Light 
591 North Plymouth Blvd. 
Los Angeles, CA 90004 
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