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LIBRARIAN IICOGNIIID IY MILliN FAMILY EDUCATOR AWARDS 

At a school wide assembly on Tuesday, October 27, Lowell Milken, president of 
the Milken Family Foundations, announced that Susan Dubin, Valley Beth Shalom 
Day School Library Administrator /Instructor, is the recipient of one of the coveted 
Milken Awards for Jewish Educators for 1998. Susan is the first librarian to receive 
the award in the Los Angeles area. 

Susan was completely surprised by the announcement which was made in front 
of all the students and faculty of the school. Her husband, Marc, and daughter, 
Roseanne, who is an alumna of Valley Beth Shalom, and her father-in-law, William 
Dubin, were there to watch her receive the award. They knew about the award and 
kept it a secret until after the official announcement was made. Students and faculty 
reacted to the announcement by giving their librarian a standing ovation. A formal 
prcscntaticn of the award as well as the 
$10,000.00 cash prize will be made at a lun-
cheon on December 17, at the Loew's Hotel INSIDE THIS ISSUE! 
in Santa Monica. 

When asked about her philosophy of educa
tion, Susan replied that she believes it is the duty of every educator to help chil
dren grow to reach their full potential. She does this in her library program by 
showing her students the excitement of research and the joy of reading. The 
biggest challenge educators face today is in helping students access and evaluate 
information. A librarian is the ideal person to accomplish this goal. (cont. on 8) 

BEHIND THE MIKE A HIT 
BOOK REVIEWS 

CLASS ACTS 
JEWISH BOOK MONTH JOURNAL 

WHAT'S UP? 

WHERE TRADITION AND TECHNOLOGY MEET: 
.. 
IS just the place to find award winning educator, storyteller, writer, editor, publisher, cartoonist and itin-
erant preacher Joel Lurie Grishaver. This maverick author of 60 books does not venerate libraries. 
Prepare for a dynamic why?/why not? meeting. Grishaver's degrees from Boston University and the 

University of Chicago led to further study at HUC-JIR and USC. Experience as a 
counselor, camp director, youth advisor and designer of children's museums led 

NEXT 
GENERAL 
MEETING 

MONDAY 
DECEMBER7 

1998 

to writing, founding two publishing houses and initiating four weekly elec
tronic publications. Grishaver is famous for innovative teaching materials, 

an underground textbook and work as an original board member of CAJE. 
Don't miss this wild Jewish man of letters and maggid. 

JOIN US at 7:30pm in the Sheila Sporn Library at Valley Beth Shalom. 
15739 Ventura Blvd. in Encino. The Library is in the main building on 

the bottom floor. You can reach VBS via the 405 and 1 01 freeways or 
Ventura Boulevard. The synagogue is on the corner of Densmore, west of 

Sepulveda and east of Hayvenhurst. If you get lost, call & 18-788-6000. 



Library Light 
AJLSC Presidents Message 

by Ronda Rose 

~Today I received word that our past President, Susan Dubin, has been chosen the first 
Librarian-Teacher to win the prestigious Milken Award. This award will be given at 
the annual luncheon on December 17th. It would be a wonderful tribute to Susan as 
well as all the other librarian-teachers if you could plan to attend. 

Since 1999 is around the comer, please think about our upcoming elections. A nomi
nating committee will be formed. We would like everyone to be involved in the com
ing years. If you would like to be on the nominating committee or if you wish to sub
mit your name for an office in the coming new term, please contact me either by phone 
(310-288-3737 ext. 19) or by email ( ). 

AJLSC Library Light is distributed free 

to AJLSC members. 

WRITE BEFORE YOU LIGHT THE 

HANUKKAH CANDLES! 

Deadline for the January 1999 issue is 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 1, 1998. 

We need all submissions by this date to 

publish timely. 

Submit articles on IBM compatible 

disks with print outs. 

Mail to: 

Ellen Cole, co-editor 

 

 

E-Mail to: 

Enid Sperber, co-editor 

 

Computer Consultant: Philip R. Gordon 

Permission to reprint is granted when 

credit is given to: 

"AJLSC Library Light". 

Corrections 

At national AJL convention, 
Barbara LetT gave her own presenta
tion at the CEU class; it was Rosalie 
Katchen who filled in for Charles 
Cutter. 

Barbara Letrs "Books vs. 
Electronic Media" on page 10 of 
September's Library Light, was writ
ten as an appendix to a "Library 
Media Center" chapter in Jewish 

Educational Leaders Handbook for 
A.R.E., but not used because of lim
ited space. 

We also regret that gremlins 
got into the computer and ate the A 
of AJL in Rita Frischer's article and 
added a Z to Susie's name in one of 
her two articles. 

HELLO, HELLO THERE! 

We open the 1998-99 year with 42 
members renewing, reports Sue 
Greening, Membership Vice-

President. Eight of these 
institutional members. 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

Please Note : Due to Holidays, meetings 
this year will not occur on a regularly 
scheduled first Monday of the month. 

AJLSC: 

Mon. September 14, 1998 
Board Meeting at Arna Schwartz's 

Mon. October 19, 1998 
General Meeting at Sinai Temple 
Jewish Stories on the Radio 

Mon. November 2, 1998 
Board Meeting at Joan Buchbinder's 

SPECIAL EVENT 
November 14-22, 1998 
People of the Book Festival 

Monday, December 7, 1998 
General Meeting at VBS 
Joel Grishaver 

AJL: 

National Convention: 
Sunday June 20 through 
Wednesday June 23, 1999 
Boca Raton Resort & Club 
Boca Raton, FL 

Future Convention: 
Washington, DC : June 2000 



GOLEM OF MUD IN SNOW 
by Ellen G. Cole 

"Once upon a cold and luminous Saturday morning, in an urban hamlet often
ements ... a boy named Michael Devlin woke in the dark" to brave a blizzard 
and fulfill his responsibility as altar boy. The wild winter storm blows him 
into the path of Rabbi Judah Hirsch desperate for a Shabbos goy. This chance 
encounter opens a delicious, off-beat Jewish fiction with a Catholic protago
nist: Snow in August by sportswriter Pete Hamill. 

The endearing friendship of the Irish-American child and the refugee rabbi from Prague warms the details of this expert
ly crafted coming of age tale whose historical accuracies alternate violence and nostalgia. Told in captivating voice by a 
narrator who loves his language (I couldn't resist quoting his opening sentence), his setting- post- war Brooklyn- and his 
players, the novel moves from realistic fiction to magical realism to heart breaking fantasy. The Golem and Jackie 
Robinson are heroes and role models for the unexpectedly heroic central characters of the novel. 

How much feeling and action are packed into the few months from December 1946 to August 194 7! Wartime death is 
painfully fresh: battlefield casualty for Michael's father; Holocaust decimation for the Rabbi's family. Anti-Semitic atti
tudes go with the borough turf and ignite the plot. Local toughs determine to rid the neighborhood of Jews and steal their 
hidden wealth. Prejudice instigates friends to push Michael to discover the synagogue's treasure, fuels vandalism by Polish 
and Irish hoodlums, and culminates in an attack on the Rabbi. 

All characters are outsiders; their entry into American culture is baseball which, at the time of the story, the Dodgers dare 
to integrate by fielding Robinson. Michael, sensitive, caring and curious, sees baseball as healing balm for a man tortured 
by Holocaust loss. As the Rabbi learns English and the rules of the game, Michael learns Yiddish, the secrets of Prague, 
and the ancient magic of Kabbalah and Golem. A game at Ebbets field is the glorious goal, achieved, but rendered anti
climactic by the chain of events set in motion by ten minutes in a candy store, events that require a miracle no less than a 
Golem. 

Michael and Rabbi Hirsh are sympathetic characters with intense tribal identities and rules. Michael's refusal to rat is hal
lowed Hibernian custom, recast as bystanding by his rabbinical mentor. In a moral adventure of faith and hope, these unex
pected allies find redemption in each other. From snow in December to Snow in August this novel of love and loyalty, 
Brooklyn and baseball is a treat, available in the library as a moveable feast. 

Snow in August by Pete Hamill. Boston: Little Brown and Company, 1997. 327p. $23.95. ISBN: 0-316-34094-4. 
Paperback Edition: Warner Books, 1998. 

For another Jewish book by a sportswriter try the moving best seller biographical-autobiographical Tuesdays with Morrie 
by Mitch Alborn. 

'NAJCH OUT! 
NOTICE THE COVER BACKGROUND IN THE NEWEST BOOK IN SCHOLASTIC

1
S DEAR AMERICA SERIES, DREAMS IN THE GOLDEN 



Library Light 
INSTITUTIONAl MEMBERSHIPS OF 
AJLSC 

1998-99 

ADAT ARIEl 
Weber library 

CONGREGATION NER TAMID OF SOUTH 
BAY 

SEPHARDIC TEMPLE TIFERETH ISRAEL 
levy Sephardic library 

SIMON WIESENTHAl CENTER LIBRARY 

TEMPLE BAT YAM 

TEMPLE ISAIAH 
levine library 

TEMPLE ISRAEL OF HOllYWOOD 
Corwin library 

UNIVERSITY SYNAGOGUE 
Kleiner library 

IN MEMORIAM 
Hanan Rivkin, founding president of 
Jerusalem BooRs died in October. Rabbi 
RivRin and his wife Helen were long 
time members of AJL who traveled from 
Israel to exhibit at conventions. Rabbi 
RivRin is famous for his decision 20 
years ago when CARLJS were grapplinq 
with booR price fixin!J in Israel by a car
tel of exporters. At the 1979 CARLJS 
meetinq in Cincinnati members were 
discussin!J cancellinq ail orders and boy
cottinq when RivRin decided to become 
a booR exporter. Through his honest 
dealinq his name and reputation spread; 
he became the "dealer of choice" for 
many Judaica coiiections. Within a 
short time the cartel in Israel was bro
Ren and the boycott never materialized. 
We will miss this American business 
head and Jewish soul. 

May his memory be a blessing 

DON'T FORGET THE SCHROEDER FUND 

Tribute cards support the Dorothy Schroeder Memorial Fund 
which provides incentive awards to those who make significant 
contributions to Judaic Librarianship, convention travel and edu
cation class grants. Donations are easily made to Adaire by mail 
to the Wiesenthal Center or E-Mail to: aklein@wiesenthal.com. 
Please make your checks out to the Dorothy Schroeder 
Memorial Fund, not AJLSC; the bank accounts are different. 

SCHROEDER FUND DONATIONS 
RECEIVED WITH THANKS FROM: 

AJLSC In memory of Sara Lainer, beloved mother of Mark 
Lalner. 

AJLSC in memory of Rose Pittell Levine, beloved mother of 
Beverly Newman past AJL Executive Board Member. 

AJLSC In honor of Abby Yasgur's new baby, Rose Yasgur 
Llpner. 

AJLSC in hopes of get well wishes for Phil Miller, past AJL 
President. 

AJLSC in memory of Janet Shultz. 

Ellen and Marshall Cole in honor of Suzi Dubin's winning 
the prestigious Milken Distinguished Educator 
Award. 

Ellen and Marshall Cole in honor of Jacob Sperber's Bar 
Mitzvah on October 31, 1998. 

Ellen Cole in memory of Janet Shultz. 

Ellen Cole in memory of Sidney Berman, beloved brother 
of Dorothy Steiner. 

Ellen Cole in memory of Rose Pittell Levine, beloved moth
er of Bev Newman, past AJL Executive Board 
Member, co-judge on Shofar contests and friend. 

Marja Reynolds in honor of Abby Yasgur's new baby, Rose 
Yasgur Lipner. 

Helen Rogaway in honor of Abby Yasgur's new baby, Rose 
Yasgur Llpner. 

Tribute Cards purchased by Ellen Cole and Ronda Rose. 



~-------------------- -----

BOOK RESEARCH LEADS TO "VW DAY" 
By Gerald Posner 

[While researching two books about the Third Reich and War criminals, author Gerald Posner's anger toward Nazis and Germans 
festered He found peace in the most unexpected way. The following essay appeared in the NEw YoRK TiMES M.JGAZINE section, 

"Lives" on October 4, 1998, Erev Sukkot.] 

Why would any Jew buy a BMW, 
Mercedes or Volkswagon? It 

was my mantra, repeated fre
quently to friends, especially 
those with Jewish surnames 
and a German car. Before 

anybody could answer, I'd cite 
the wartime slave labor used by all three firms and the fact that 
their factories fueled the Nazi effort. My worst vitriol was 
reserved for lowly Volkswagen. The "people's car" was conceived 
by Hitler, who reportedly helped with the original design. 

Even after the war, there were links with unsavory characters. 
Adolph Eichmann was a foreman at an Argentine Mercedes facto
ry until the Israelis tracked him down in 1960. Franz Stangel, the 
Treblinka death-camp commandant, worked for Volkswagen in 
Brazil before he was found in 1967. 

I am 44 years-old only half-Jewish. No family members died in 
the Holocaust. My heartfelt objections are purely emotional-not 
necessarily reasonable - and grew from my research for two books 
about the Third Reich and war criminals. My anger was deep-set, 
and while l realized the new generation bore no guilt for its par
ent's crimes, I did not want my hard-earned money going to com
panies that were even tangentially connected to the Nazi war 
effort. 

My wife Trisha, an English Jew, encouraged my sentiments. Yet 
most disagreed. My Jewish father thought my position too 
extreme. Friends pointed out that the Israelis used Mercedes army 
trucks. I was not impressed. An English Jew who was a ranking 
officer of BMW asked, "Would you buy an Italian car?" Yes. 
"What about clothes from Spain?" Yes. "Well, then your objection 
to buying German cars is strictly based on time. A succession of 
Roman emperors tried to wipe out every Jew in the empire, and the 
Spanish had the Inquisition. Your objection to Germany is because 
it is so recent." he was right, but if I were to boycott all countries 
that had at some point institutionalized anti-Semitism and sanc
tioned killing Jews, there would be few things to buy. Reason be 
damned, it was Germany that had earned my wrath. 

Then a strange thing happened. Last spring, while strolling in 
Washington, I passed a car with which I was immediately enam
ored - Volkswagen's New Beetle. Trisha was with me and shared 
my enthusiasm for the startling design. We actually began debat
ing whether we might one day want one. It was the first crack in 
the "boycott German cars" veneer. I started visiting dozens of new 

Beetle Web sites and read magazines that gave it kudos. But 
buying one was no easy step. We were proud not to have 
owned a car during 20 years in New York. And we asked all 
the practical questions: Do we need the extra responsibility for 
only a few trips out of the city? What about upkeep? A fortune 
for insurance? And of course, the fundamental obstacle - it was 
German. 

In July, while in Florida, we passed a VW dealership and 
stopped to examine some new Beetles. The salesman showed 
us a black one. "Too Nazi-like," remarked Trisha. I agreed, 
mentioning that a couple of Gestapo agents would fit in per
fectly. The salesman left us alone. 

Trisha and I flip-flopped frequently. Yes, it was a great car, 
and it was time to bury the past. No, we didn't need it, and 
would probably be happier in 20 years if we put $20,000 into a 
mutual fund. Maybe the long waiting lists were a sign the car 
was not for us. The desire for one might just be a midlife cri
sis, and if we were patient, it would pass. 

I told some friends of my unexpected Beetle obsession. "Didn't 
you feel like scratching a Mercedes after you saw "Schindler's 
List?" one asked. "What about VW's failure to pay war repara
tions?" asked another. The reparations obstacle seemed 
resolved when Volkswagen abruptly reversed itself in early 
July and announced it would finally establish a fund to com
pensate wartime slave laborers. The angst returned when 
Holocaust survivors filed two class-action lawsuits contending 
VW's offer was inadequate. 

In late summer, a dealer in upstate New York called. The car I 
wanted - in silver - would soon arrive. The next day we saw 
"Saving Private Ryan" and watched uncomfortably as German 
troops mowed down hundreds of G.I.'s on the beaches of 
Normandy. We almost canceled the order. 

The car arrived just before Labor Day. It is thoroughly capti
vating. And whenever I have second thoughts about driving a 
German car, I calm myself with the reminder that Mexican 
workers south of the border manufacture the New Beetle. 

When Trisha telephoned her 85-year-old mother in London, a 
conservative Jew, and told her we had bought the Beetle, the 
answer was quick. "Congratulations, darling. Maybe the war 
is finally over." 



Library Light 
LIBRARIANS BOOK CITYWIDE EVENTS FOR JEWISH BOOK MONTH 
1998 ends with another grand celebration of Jewish Book Month. From the bloc buster JCC/GLA citywide 
book festival to individual synagogue and school libraries in the valley and the city, JBM was a riotous calen
dar of events joining Jewish books and readers. From November 14th to December 14th here's what we 
Librarians did! 

ADAT ARI EL TEMPLE 
Weber Librarian Lisa Handelman announced a family picnic read-a-thon, a book fair and a chance to enter an essay con
test. Picnickers read for 20 minutes on family blankets before dining on pizza and donating to a used book community 
book drive. The book fair sold Jewish and secular books. Lisa combined a Day School requirement (all students must 
read a book with Jewish content for book reports for their general studies teachers) with fifth and sixth graders' partici
pation in Shofar Magazine's annual Readers Are Leaders essay contest. Students read a book on a Jewish theme by a 
Jewish author and wrote an essay about the secret message on a Jewish teaching in their book. Students who wished 
could enter this assignment to the magazine contest, offered across the country until February 1st, then judged by AJL 
librarians. 

CULVER CITY LIBRARY 
Michael Masliah, Judaica Resource Librarian at the Culver City Library honored JBM with a lovely presentation called 
"Through the Eyes of a Friend: Anne Frank." This touching performance provided audiences with a poignant portrayal 
of a young girl's experiences during the Holocaust. Living Voices performed the piece on December 2nd. This was a 
special evening held to honor Jewish librarians and JBM by the County of Los Angeles Public Library system. 

JEWISH COMMUNITY LIBRARY 
Undaunted by lack of space, the JCL still awaits a permanent new home, Library Director Abigail Yasgur devised three 
wonderful programs. The family program - 2nd Sundays are for Stories - kicked off JBM early on November 8 with 
renowned Jewish children's librarian, AJLSC member Helen Rogaway reading stories at the Westside JCC with Pearl B 
and her music. Professional Jewish storytellers joined AJLSC librarians, Rogaway and Enid Sperber on December 13th 
for a JBM climax bash of Chanukah tales and concert at the Beverly Hills Public Library. The for-teens-only Graffiti 
program on November 15 spotlighted performance artist Andrea Hodos who taught participants how to express their per
sonal stories through writing and movement. This JBM Sunday was also at the Westside JCC. The adult program took 
last year's AJLSC entry for the People of the Book Festival, the SRO panel- From Board Books to Software- on the 
road to LAPL's Robertson branch on November 19th. AJLSC members, Kathy Bloomfield of For Words and Ellen 
Cole, Librarian at Temple Isaiah's Levine Library and Chairperson of the Sydney Taylor Book Awards, joined computer 
expert Steve Puzarne in a lively discussion of Home Library development so that JBM can last all year long. 

STEPHEN S. WISE 
Roberta Lloyd reported that elementary students read as many Jewish books as they could while Hebrew teachers spon

sored a Hebrew Read-a-thon with students reading books in Hebrew. The Library book talks featured only Jewish, 
rather than Jewish and Secular books. Sarah Knetzer, one of the librarians at the new Milken Community High School 
Library described a variety of programs including student writing presented in the newly opened Esther and Sol Smith 
Library and a Synagogue wide Library Shabbat on December 4. A four day Book Fair benefited the elementary library. 
The Libraries sponsored new monthly groups in book discussion and writing which were initiated in JBM. 

TEMPLE EMANUEL 
Librarian Ronda Rose offered four programs to rev everyone up to Jewish books. A Temple wide Book Fair ran for a 
week to kick off JBM. On November 19th, the Day School children heard author/illustrator Jane Breskin Zalben, popu
lar nation wide for her delicate, channing art in her innocent Jewish picture books. All Day School grades required stu
dents to read Jewish Books and those children who finished their projects received prizes. In conjunction with AJLSC, 
Emanuel sponsored a major program for the citywide People of the Book festival spearheaded by the JCC/GLA. 
"Mystery Night" on November 17th revealed the how-they-done-it secrets of popular Jewish mystery authors Rochelle 
Krich and Janice Steinberg. 



TEMPLE ISAIAH 
In the Levine Library Ellen Cole launched her annual bribe-to-read reading contest called the Noah's Ark Read, encour
aging students to read "From Rain to Rainbows." The contest runs from JBM until Purim. Religious and Day school 
students in grades two through six competed in three divisions by reading Jewish books at their grade level and reporting 
to Ellen. Five books captured a yogurt certificate and ten or more qualified for theme related prizes at the gala Purim 
Assembly. While the contest is in progress Ellen hears book reports daily. The Library is decorated with Noah's ark 
graphics, radiant rainbows, poems about colors and the wall posters for each contestant on which stickers mark readers' 
progress. This year posters proclaimed Rise Above the Flood, Read! In keeping with the theme, Ellen lectured to all 
religious school classes about the biblical story of Noah, its meaning, gaps, details and recognition as a literary jewel. 
She encouraged students to distinguish the theme of good and evil; delineate major and minor characters; see the rain
bow, an object only visible through water, as a dramatic climax to a tale drenched in rain; and to understand the rainbow 
as a symbol. She challenged students to build an ark and asked how they would know what to do. She baited them for 
the name of Mrs. Noah. Discussions were lively; eager students gained biblical insight, suggestions on picture books 
and Noah based science fiction, and a hook into library usage extending JBM into the year. 

TEMPLE ISRAEL OF HOLLYWOOD 
Enid Sperber celebrated in a low key fashion this year. No contests, no prizes just library cards for all students who 
came to check out a Jewish book. Emphasis was placed on educating all library patrons about the Sidney Taylor 
Award. A large sign was placed in the library window describing the award with a list of winners The library's collec
tion of Sidney Taylor winners was prominently displayed all over the library A week long book sale held by the volun
teer Friends of the Library was a tremendous success with all the proceeds earmarked for new books. 

VALLEY BETH SHALOM 
Susan Dubin and Helene Gersuk actually gave swinging parties in the Library Halls! They hosted a Sydney Taylor 
Award Books parade and docent tours of their hall wall mounted People of the Book Exhibit garnered from Cleveland 
following the national tour of the Library of Congress Jewish collection exhibit. Two celebrity readers entertained and 
shared the secrets of writing Jewish books with students : authors Jane Zalben and Amy Voss. Classrooms hosted spe
cial community readers in a story telling festival starring school leaders, policeman, firemen and service professionals. 
Students participated in a contest called Read for Peace in which the goal was to read 376 books (the numerical equiva
lent of Shalom). Those who read seven books on the topic of peace in their grand total received a special golden book
mark. All students were encouraged to use the books in their Peace contest reading in the Jewish Braille Read-In. 

WEST VALLEY JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTER 
Sue Greening did superhuman work as co-ordinator of the second annual People of the Book festival. In eight days she 
promoted 30 book programs starring over 40 speakers at city and valley locations with book sales in two places. The 
festival had something bookish, something Jewish for everyone from tots to seniors. Lectures, pajama parties, character 
breakfasts, philosophy, meditation, cooking, computer and mystery were festival highlights. Only two years old, this 
festival has a major reputation with East coast publishers who sponsored authors of bloc buster best sellers to grace 
stages nightly during this spectacular JBM festival. 

SIMON WIESENTHAL CENTER LIBRARY AND ARCHIVES 
Adaire Klein announced the Museum of Tolerance hosted Janice Cohn who discussed her children's book, The 
Christmas Menorahs, How a Town Fought Hate, the runner-up for the 1995 Sydney Taylor Award. In the Peltz Theater 
on December 14th, Cohn, an author and a psychotherapist, talked about the real anti-Semitic events in Billings, Montana 
and how the community stood together against bigotry. On December 28th the MOT celebrated Hanukkah with latkes 
and a story teller. 



------···~·· ----··--"·-----~ --· ------~--------------------------

Library Light 
LIBRARY LIGHT KNOWS A GOOD THING WHEN .... 

Do you recall the front page story of the December 1997 Library Light? 
Just a year ago we received permission from author Allegra Goodman to 
republish, free of charge, her wonderful essay about her favorite Jewish 
Book which your editors discovered in the National Yiddish Center's 
Pakn-Tregor magazine. The American Jewish Press association, at its 
annual conference, awarded Goodman a Simon Rockower Memorial 
Award in Jewish Journalism for this piece. "The Siddur," won honorable 
mention for "excellence in arts and criticism." First place went to 
Aharon Appelfeld, no mean company. Awards in Jewish journalism are 
presented annually in eleven categories ranging from editorial writing to 
graphic design. Congratulations to Goodman and our thanks again for 
her gracious Hanukkah gift of the right to reprint. 

THANKS WHERE THANKS ARE DUE 

In the frontpiece of her new YA novel, The Singing Mountain, author 
Sonia Levitin thanks AJLSC Board member Adaire Klein "for her gen
erous help in reading and correcting the manuscript". Those of us who take classes from Adaire know how valuable are 
her lessons and corrections; when you read the book, think of her. 

LIBRARIAN LOST AND FOUND 

Congratulations to Helen Rogaway in her new position as librarian at the Beverly Vista School in Beverly Hills. We 
regret to loose Helen to the secular side, but know our loss is their gain. Helen remains a loyal member and staunch 
supporter of AJLSC. You can take Jewish out of the library, but not out of the librarian! 

LIBRARIAN PUBLISHED 

The Jewish Book Council will publish an annotated bibliography by AJLSC Board member Susan March. Susan's 
"Guide to Jewish Living 1998-99" covers books for adults. Topics include holidays, prayer, spirituality and life cycles. 
Copies of this new bibliography are available from the JBC in New York city. 

TRICK OR TREAT 

AJLSC member Ilene Abramson, Senior Librarian in the Children's Literature Department of the LAPL Central Library 
reviewed "Spooky Books for Kids" in the October 25th issue of the Los Angeles Times. In addition to the article byline, 
her name appeared in big letters on the front cover of this issue. · 

WEB WATCH 

The next BJE Day School Conference will be devoted to the use of educational technology in schools. Save February 
12, 1999 as the day to "Plug into the Power" and learn about integrating technology in the classroom and library. Abigail 
Yasgur, Director of the Jewish Community Library has full details on location and times: E-mail her, or since this is 
before the class, be old-fashioned and call. 

WHOLESALE MOVES 

Librarians and Wall Street pundits did a double take on November 6th when Barnes and Noble made the stunning 
announcement it would buy Ingram for $600 million. This puts Amazon. com and Borders in the wild position of pur
chasing from their competition. They cried foul: restraint of trade. B&N responded their purchase increases trade 
because it widens distribution (B&N has one distribution facility Ingram has II.) Money, time and courts will tell. 
Despite the change in ownership, Ingram will continue to supply customers including librarians (that's us). Ingram is the 
country's largest book wholesaler; Baker and Taylor is second. 



MINDY MAKES KIMMEL A HERO FOR HANUKKAH AND LIBRARIANS 
by Ellen G. Cole 

Eric Kimmel's latest is a delicious Hanukkah gift to young and old. He presents a humorous holiday adventure where a 
family of tiny (as in size-challenged) people, akin to the popular Borrowers, must battle the terrifying synagogue cat to 
reach a forgotten candle in the ark so they will have menorah lights. The old-fashioned story is 
amusing and clever. The plot depends on smart young readers who know and recall the details 
of Hanukkah. The well written text is supported by a fine glossary from which I learned two 
new facts. Artfully, the different names of all the tiny families in the tale mean 'little' in var
ious languages. The quality is outstanding: thick paper and lush art replicate a Victorian 
picture book. 

The story moves at a brisk pace, nattily wielding the setting in the landmark Eldridge 
Street Synagogue, fast becoming a well worn locale in children's picture books. 
Religious symbols deliver the adventure, Yiddish superstitions warn the female hero, and 
grandpa and his cultural habits save the day. The small family and their scaled home 
behind the synagogue wall burst with charm. The conversations are humorous; the situa
tion is tense; the ending justly celebrates victory over the cat, aptly named Antioch us. 

Carefully colored pen and ink drawings support the plot and deliver distinct personalities. 
Jewish symbols abound at home and in the sanctuary. The furnishings are adorable. I loved 
the paper clip climbing hook and the mezzQzah on the crack that served as the front door. This 
is an elegant picture book that sweetly portrays the triumph of wits over force (Maccabee history, 
n'est-ce pas?) Dig into your holiday gelt and put this one on your shelves. 

When Mindy Saved Hanukkah by Eric A. Kimmel. Illustrated by Barbara McClintock. New York: Scholastic Press, 
1998. (32)p. $15.95. ISBN: 0-590-37136-3. 

(continued from page one) In addition to teaching library 
and information skills to twenty three classes per week, 
Susan is actively involved in giving workshops at local 
and national conferences and in networking with other 
librarians in private, public, Judaic and secular schools. 
She is fortunate to work with Joan Buchbinder, who was 
librarian of Hesche! Day School for many years, as her 
Day School Library Assistant as well as Helene Gersuk, 
Valley Beth Shalom Synagogue and Hebrew School 
librarian and Susan Rosner, technical librarian for Valley 
Beth Shalom Synagogue and Simon Wiesenthal Center 
Library. Her library team also includes Robyn Lyon, the 
VBS Day School computer teacher. "My library program 
is successful," Susan says, "because I have the support of 
wonderful co-workers, an active Parent Organization 
group of volunteers, and a school administration that rec-

ognizes the importance of libraries in the educational 
process." 

Susan Dubin is a past president of AJLSC. She is cur
rently Continuing Education Chair and the Association of 
Jewish Libraries of Southern California representative on 
the Personnel Practices Committee of the Bureau of 
Jewish Education. Susan also serves as National 
Convention Co-chair and Parliamentarian for the National 
Association of Jewish Libraries. Her library was recog
nized as a Center for Excellence in Education by the 
National Council Teachers of English in 1989, and she 
was nominated for Teacher of the Year in 1995. Her most 
outstanding achievement was receiving the Dorothy 
Schroeder Award for contr·ibutions to the field of Judaica 
librarianship in 1995 from the Association of Jewish 
Libraries of Southern California. 
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BEHIND THE MIKE DELIGHTS THE CROWD IN FRONT 
by Lisa Handelman 

Our first meeting of the year was held at Sinai Blumenthal Library on October 
19th. We had the pleasure of hearing a talk by Johanna Cooper, producer of the 
wonderful Jewish Short Stories from Eastern Europe and Beyond, a series of hour 
long presentations of short stories that was broadcast two years ago on public radio 
stations around the US. Johanna next organized a diverse group of directors, actors 
and story sources to produce a new radio collection called Jewish Stories from the 
Old World to the New which debuted on KCRW (89.9 FM) on November 1st and 
continues on their Sunday Playhouse 6pm to 8pm through December. This 18 part 
series about Jewish life and culture reflects the Jewish experience of the last 150 
years from the Eastern European shtetls to the diverse American landscape. 
Cooper formed a committee to choose the literary pieces for recording; directors 
decided on the actor/readers, a process which had some surprising pitfalls including 
an actor's feeling that reading Yiddish was like reading iambic pentameter. 

' 

Johanna gave us the insider scoop on what it is I ike to hire mega-talent such as 
Leonard Nimoy, Charlton Heston or Mandy Patinkin while negotiating copyright 

!!~~~~- from such luminary families as the Singers and then put together a hugely success
ful series on a shoestring budget. The stories she chose are diverse and unusual, all 
written with very different literary styles. But they were all written by Jewish 

authors and reflect the sense of ,,,hat life was !ike for the Jews in central and Eastern Europe. They were either written 
in English or translated from Yiddish, Hebrew or Russian and dramatically read by the leading actors of stage and 
screen. 

Some of the stories in the original series include "On Account of a Hat" by Sholom Aleichem, "Gimpel the Fool" by I. 
B. Singer, "If Not Higher" by I.L. Peretz and "Conversion of the Jews" by Philip Roth. There are 31 stories in this first 
set of audio tapes. 

The new series includes more contemporary authors and writing; the works are geared to adults. The boxed set of nine 
tapes can be purchased from the National Yiddish Book Center in Amherst, MA by calling 800-973-7437, which has 
both the old and the new series. We enjoyed hearing snippets of a couple of the stories on the tapes and we are eagerly 
anticipating all the new shows to come. 

WE GET LETTERS: 
Past AJL President Philip Miller, delighted with our chapter's good wishes and donation to honor his speedy recovery, wrote the fol
lowing email-note to all of us care of AJLSC President, Ronda Rose: 

Vect¥" 'R.ondcv, 

I CW1I ~ bac1v CLt- worlv fulL-t-'1/WLe/ ~I ~ $freGtt-! fhe, {)-y\£/ ''p~weJ' ~ cWout: t:het pvo-
tvaaed-~ w that- I d.t-opped-thi,rty p~-~ w-{o.¥ I Mve- beet-v ~ L¥v keep~ U: 
off 
lvfy v~ for WV~vt'lfY w I wetttt' t'o-~ t:het -A,JLSC cv Lettu of~ fov their d.onct..t'LOYV t'o- t;het 
Voroth-v Schroeder lvfemor{a.{; f~ L¥v honor of 111)1 vecovuy, but: I CW1I haN~ tv~ v~ 
t:het cuia.,v~ L¥v Studio- C uy! IS' U: Ve-t'\.al L~ V v? 

ft_p~e--~cv~~Lt11the-r:nt'ev(,m;, p~co-rwe:; my ~~~ro-the-~-

A "l1t f:he, ~ 

P'hih 



HELP! 

CLASS ACTS 

Book Repair Workshop Works 
By Susan Dubin 

AJLSC sponsored a Book Repair Workshop on Sunday, 
November 22nd from 1:30 to 4:00PM at Valley Beth Shalom 
Sheila Sporn Library. Demeo representative John Ison taught 
how to repair books and protect them from wear and tear. He has 
presented over two hundred book repair workshops in addition to 
writing and directing the videotapes Easy Techniques for Lasting 
Book Repair and Protecting Library Materials from Wear and 
Tear. 

Participants brought two books that had been discarded to use for 
practice in this hands-on class. As part of the $7.00 cost ofthe 
workshop, attendees were given a book repair kit containing sup
plies needed to keep library books in good repair. The videos on 
book repair, a booklet entitled Book Protection and Repair Guide 
and additional kits can be purchased from Demeo. 

Does anyone have a spare copy of an old (1987) book, The Secret of Sambatyon by Gershon 
Winkler? If you do not have a copy I can purchase, can you please xerox from page 126 to the 
end. This is a paperback mystery and the last few pages were liberated from my library copy. 
Alas, my last reader was left in unfair suspense. Please call (31 0-277 -2772-ext.20) if you can 
help. From my library to yours, with appreciation, Ellen Cole, Levine Library, Temple Isaiah. 

HERE! 

Dorothy Steiner has six prime condition copies of The Story of the Synagogue by Meyer Levin and Toby K. 
Kurzbond. Published in 1957, these volumes are part ofthe Jewish Heritage Series. If you would like a free 
copy, call Dorothy at . 

LIBRARIANS: lAST CAll 
Did you forget to renew? Please fill out the membership form that was tucked inside your September issue of 
Library light. If you do not have this form, call the membership chairperson, Sue Greening or president, Ronda 
Rose. Mail the form and your check to Sue at the address on the form or bring them to the December 7th 
general meeting. Only current, paid-up members receive library Light. Don't be cut off. Don't miss out. Plan 
to share programs, classes. advice and activities. RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP TODAY! 

.• 
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