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ADAIRE KLEIN 

TO RECEIVE 

DOROTHY SCHROEDER AWARD 

as her role models in those early days 
of her library career and credits 
AJLSC with giving her the support 
and knowledge to become a successful 
librarian of Judaica. After several 
years at Sinai, Adaire worked briefly 
at Valley Beth Shalom Sheila Sporn 
Library before she accepted the 
challenge of starting the library and 
archives at the Wiesenthal Center. She 
pays tribute to the Wiesenthal Center 
for recognizing the need for a strong 
library and giving her the opportunity 
to build a collection which is truly 
world renowned. 

by Suzi Dubin 

Services for the Simon Wiesenthal 
Center and the Museum of Tolerance 
in West Los Angeles. The library at 
the Center was started by Adaire in 
November 1978, with only 50 books 
and is now a major center for Holo
caust literature and archives with 
researchers contacting Adaire from 
all over the world. As Library 
Director, Adaire has represented the 
Wiesenthal Center by lecturing in 
places as far flung as Alaska and 
Tennessee. 

(Continued on Page Ten) 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE! 

*INSTALLATION RSVP FORM* 
BOOK REVIEW 
HA VA RETIRES 

Adaire Klein will receive the Dorothy 
Schroeder A ward this year for her 
outstanding contributions to the field 
of Judaic Librarianship. Adaire is the 
Director of Library and Archival 

Adaire started her library career in 
1973 when she and husband Manny 
moved to Los Angeles. At the time 
she was looking for a part time job 
and found a position as a long term 
substitute teacher at Sinai Temple. 
There she met Cecilia Lapidus, of 
blessed memory, who interested 
Adaire in library work. Adaire cites 
Dorothy Schroeder and Barbara Leff 

SCHROEDER SCHOLARSHIPS 
SYDNEY TAYLORWINNERS 
VALLEY JEWISH FESTIVALS 

INSTALLATION! COMMENDATION! CELEBRATION! 

At the special June meeting we install our officers for the next two years and present the Dorothy Schroeder Award 
for service to Adaire Klein. In honor of Adaire, Rabbi Abraham Cooper, Wiesenthal' s Associate Dean, will speak. 

JUNE 9, 
1997 

The warm Cooper-Klein ties predate working together. Rabbi Cooper's father 
taught Adaire's children in second grade in New York. 

In the spirit of a new board we meet at the brand new branch ofLAPL: the Mid 
Valley Regional in North Hills. This gala evening of celebration is open to family 
and friends. 

To join us for food and festivities an RSVP IS A MUST. Tum to PAGE 7 for 
details and the convenient RSVP Tear-Off form. PAGE 7 includes direc
tions, cost, and information contacts. 



Library Light 
PRESIDENTS MESSAGE 
by Ronda Rose 

The June meeting of the Association of Jewish Libraries of Southern California will be held at the new 
Mid-Valley Regional Branch Library of the Los Angeles Public Library. At this time we will present books 
from our libraries to LAPL and the LA County Public Library System. Please plan on bringing your books 
to the June meeting or arrange with me to deliver them before then. This tradition was started after the 
fire at the downtown library. It was rebuilt, but the sparse Judaic collection remained just that. By our 
continuing to contribute duplicates we enhance the libraries collection of Judaica. This is one means by 
which we spread the word about the functions ofAJLSC. 

At this meeting we will honor Adaire Klein for her years of wonderful work for AJLSC. As president and 
friend, I salute her. Please plan on being part of this special evening. 

Convention in Cleveland is just around the corner. It would be great if, once again, we have the largest 
chapter representation at national convention. The dates for the 32ndAnnualAJL Convention, are June 
22-25, 1997. You can find all the information for the convention on the Internet. http://aleph.lib.ohio
state.edu/www/cleveland.html#l. If you are planning 'to be a part of our group please call me at  

 or fax me at . I look forward to hearing from you. See you at Installation 
June 9th! 

AJLSC Library Light is distributed free to AJLSC 

members. 

OVER THE SUMMER WE HOPE YOU CHOOSE 

TO DISCOVER AND NOTE SOME NEWS 

MOST IMPORANT, PLEASE DO RECALL 

TO SEND IT TO US BEFORE THE FALL 

Deadline for the September issue is MONDAY, JULY 28, 

1997. 

We need all submissions by this date to publish timely. 

Submit articles on IBM compatible disks with print outs. 

Mail or E mail to: 

Ellen Cole, co-editor 

 

 

Layout: Enid Sperber co-editor 

Computer Consultant: Philip R. Gordon 

Permission to reprint is granted when credit is given to: 

AJLSC Library Light 

FIRST VALLEY-WIDE JEWISH BOOK FESTIVAL 

by Sue Greening 

AJLSC is a partner in a milestone first for LA's Five Valley region: 
the People of the Book, the first all Valley Jewish Book Festival. During 
the period ofDecember 4-14, 1997 many exciting events related to 
Jewish books will be held. There will be storytellers, author talks and 
signings, a teenage drama festival, a cyber festival with demonstra
tions of the Internet and software, Jewish movies, and a traveling 
exhibit from My Jewish Discovery Place. There will also be an art 
exhibit related to books in the Finegold Art Gallery at the Milken 
Campus. 

AJLSC joins the West Valley, North Valley, Valley Cities, Conejo, 
and Simi Valley JCCs, the Pacific Region ofB'nai Brith, B.B.Y.O.'s 
Pacific Region, the Valley Alliance, the Arts Council of the Valley 
Alliance, the Woman's Division of the Valley Alliance, Jewish Family 
Services and the Bureau of Jewish Education in sponsoring this fabu
lous first for the San Fernando, Conejo, Simi, Santa Clarita, and An
telope Valleys. 

Many cities in other states have successfully been doing such 
wide-ranging festivals for years. Many people are needed to make 
this a success. If you have ideas to share or would like to help, please 
call Sue Greening at the West Valley JCC at 818-587-3281. 



AND THE WINNERS ARE! 
By Ellen G. Cole 

The votes are in and the word is out on the winners of the Sydney Taylor Award. As one of five national judges, I happily 
announce the finest of80 books submitted by Jewish and secular publishers in the '96 publishing season. The annual AJL 
competition for best Jewish children's literature includes a cash prize from the estate of popular children's author Sydney 
Taylor of All-of-a-Kind-Family fame. Winning authors and illustrators receive their awards later this month in Cleve
land, Ohio at the formal banquet highlighting our annual convention. 

The best picture book of 1996 is Kar-Ben's moving photo essay Shalom, Haver: Goodbye, Friend by Barbara Sofer. 
Concise, insightful questions and answers recall the life and assassination ofYitzhak Rabin. The eloquent commemora
tive album confronts death, mourning and remembering at a child's emotional level. It suggests how to bid goodby to any 
loved one. Photographs are superb, many from the private albums of Rabin's sister. Poignant text is bilingual, English and 
Hebrew. Here is an honest book for the whole family, a treasure that will not leave a dry eye in the house. 

The picture book runner-up, is a delicious romantic comedy. Dybbuk: A Story Made In Heaven, written by Francine 
Prose, illustrated by Mark Podwal, published by Green willow, combines two traditional legends. Weaving angelic prenatal 
matchmaking and the dybbuk into a fresh story, Prose inspires spirits who stop meddling parents from thwarting true love. 
The fanciful art is full ofJewish symbols and reflects the qualities ofPodwal's museum works. 

When I Left My Village by Maxine Schur is the best book for older children. The novella, published by Dial, describes 
a F alasha family's daring escape from Ethiopia to Israel. Language rich in metaphor details the hardships spurring flight 
across harsh terrain and hostile borders to reach the secret airlift. A twelve year old boy personalizes recent, dramatic 
history from his point of view for his peers. Brian Pinkney's stunning black and white scratchboard illustrations depict 
courageous individuals and an exotic culture. They tie this to its prequel, Day of Delight, a picture book also by Schur and 
Pinkney. 

The older reader's runner-up is Esther's Story written by Diane Wolkstein, illustrated by Juan Wijngaard and published 
by Morrow. Diary format adds intimacy to Purim lore brimming with anti-Semitism and palace intrigue. Words and 
pictures mix original elements to create a coming of age layer to a familiar holiday tale, attracting older readers who have 
outgrown traditional picture books. The art is oriental and opulent. 

Convention attendees will be able to purchase winning books in Cleveland; meet authors, illustrators and publishers; and 
gamer autographs. In addition, the STA committee gives everyone The Best of the Bunch, an annotated (by me) bibliog
raphy of the top 39 books. 
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INSTITUTIONAL MEMBERSHIPS. 

OF AJLSC for 1996-97 

. ~NNE FRANK MEMORIAL LffiRARY 

BRANDEIS - BARDIN INSTITUTE 
House of the Book~ Molle Library 

BUREAU OF JEWISH EDUCATION
THE JEWISH FEDERATION COUNCIL 
Jewish Community Library 

CONGREGATION NER TAMID OF 
soumBAY 

HEBREW UNION COLLEGE 
Frances Henry Library 

KADIMA HEBREW ACADEMY 

KEHILLAT MA' ARA V 

SEPHARDIC TEMPLE TIFERETH ISRAEL 
Levy 5ephardic Library 

SIMON WIESENTHAL CENTER LIBRARY 

SINAI TEMPLE 
Blumenthal Library 

.STEPHEN S.WISE. TEMPLE 
Jack and Mildred Diener Memorial Library 

TEMPLE ALIYAH 

TEMPLE BAT YAHM 

TEMPLE EMANUEL 
.•. 1)mple Emanuel Library 

TEMPLE ISRAEL OF HOLLYWOOD 
Corwin Library 

TEMPLE JUDEA 
Paul Rubenstein Library 

TEMPLE MENORAH 
Temple Menorah Library 

UNIVERSITY SYNAGOGUE 
Kleiner Library 

VALLEY BETH SHOLOM DAY SCHOOL 
Sheila Sporn Library 

DOROTHY SCHROEDER FUND 
AWARDS MERIT SCHOLARSHIPS 

Chairperson of the Dorothy Schroeder Memorial Fund, Adaire Klein, 
announces the granting of eight scholarships in recognition of service to 
our chapter. The Schroeder Fund awarded $1450 to help the eight recipi
ents attend the AJL convention in Cleveland this month. 

One of the Schroeder eight, Joel Tuchman, wrote a beautiful thank you 
which he graciously agreed to share with Library Light readers: 

Dear Adaire, 

I wish to thank you and everyone responsible for awarding 
me money from the Dorothy Schroeder Memorial Fund. After ar· 
riving here several months ago I quickly realized how special all of 
the members of AJLSC truly are. Everything this chapter does is 
done with the utmost grace and class. I look forward to attending 
the convention in Cleveland this summer, thanks to your generosity, 
and anxiously await attending future conventions as a proud mem· 
ber of AJLSC. Again, thank you and see you in Cleveland. 

Sincerely, 
Joel A. Tuchman 

SCHROEDER FUND DONATIONS RECEIVED WITH 
THANKS FROM: 

+ Ellen Cole in honor of Adaire Klein receiving the Dorothy Schroeder 
Award. 

+ Gayle and David Schnaid in honor of Adaire Klein receiving the 
Dorothy Schroeder Award. 

+ Gayle and David Schnaid in honor Ronda Rose's first term as our 
president. 

Schroeder Fund Tribute Cards Purchased by: 
Ellen Cole 
Susan Dubin 
Ellen Mark 

Tribute cards support the Dorothy Schroeder Memorial Fund which provides 
incentive awards to those who make significant contributions to Judaic 
Librarianship, convention travel and education class grants. Donations are 
easily made to Adaire by mail to the Wiesenthal Center or E-Mail to: 
AKLEIN@WIESENTHAL.COM. Please make your checks out to the 
Dorothy Schroeder Memorial Fund, not AJLSC; the bank accounts are 
different. 



FREE PLAY ON TZEDAKAH 
Hava Ben-Zvi, retiring Head Librarian of the Jewish Community 
Library announces a free playlet on tzedakah called "The Judge
ment Between the Widow and the Wind". Hava adapted this play 
from Jewish sources; it offers dramatics in the classroom for ages 
9 to 12. The play has eight characters, but teachers can easily 
expand the cast where necessary. The story about a poor widow 
who baked three loaves of bread, gave two to the needy and lost 
the third to the wind, emphasizes charity and good deeds and 
combines emotional power, ethical truth and contemporary rel
evance. An up to date mini-bibliography on tzedakah accompa
nies the free play. Call the Library at 213-852-3272. 

SPERBERATTHESKYUGHT 
Did you miss the large photograph of Enid in the Los Angeles 
Times April4, 1997 Metro section? She read to 50 students from 
the Los Feliz Elementary School at the Skylight Bookstore, hold
ing all the children in rapt attention. Her community exposure and 
success reflects magnificently on AJLSC. 

MEMBERS ABOUT TOWN 
Five members of AJLSC attended a recent workshop at the Glen
dale Public Library given by The Southern California Council on 
Literature for Children & Young People. Elizabeth Abarbanel, Tali 
Balas, Ellen Cole, Susie Dubin and Enid Sperber were treated to a 
morning of booktalk entitled: Bibliorarna-The Best 75 Y A books 
So Far! It was noted that seven of the 75 books were Jewish. 

RABBIBECOMESADON-.UNMAFIA! 

An article in The New York Times noted a first for a rabbi last 
December 4. That was the date Rabbi Mitchell Serels became an 
honorific Don (or Sir, no, do not hum the theme from the Godfa
ther). Serels, a direct descendant ofSephardirn who fled in 1492, is 
the first rabbi to receive Spain's equivalent of a knighthood. The 
Spanish Consul General in New York bestowed the Order of Civil 
Merit for King Juan Carlos of Spain. Serels is a professor at Y e
shiva University; he represented the North American Sephardirn 
when the king made his historic 1992 visit to the Madrid syna
gogue as a healing gesture for the expulsion. 

DUBIN IN THE SPOTLIGHT 

AJLSC past president, Susan Dubin, made the spotlight page of the 
VBS Day School Parent Bulletin on February 21, 1997. The article, 
"Focus on Faculty" covered Susan's wonderful career. We reprint it 
here with her kind permission. 

Both VBS Day School and books come naturally to Susan 
Dubin. Susan's parents were members when she was grow
ing up and Susan had her bat mitzvah here. As far as books 
are concerned, Susan recalled loving to read since she was 
3 years old. 

Susan earned her undergraduate degree in English from 
UCLA and a Master's Degree in Education from Trenton 
State College, in New Jersey. She also did graduate work 
in Library Science through Hebrew Union College and the 
Association of Jewish Libraries. 

Although she has taught classes from preschool through 
college, Susan's favorite work is being the librarian at VBS 
Day School. She explains .. . "Being in the library com
bines my two favorite things: teaching and reading!" 

Susan is proud that the VBS Day School's Library Pro
gram was cited as a "Center for Excellence in Education" 
by the National Council of Teachers of English in 1989-91. 
Susan also received the Dorothy Schroeder Award in 1994 
for "Outstanding Contribution to the Field of Judaic 
Librarianship." 

It is no surprise that when she is not at VBS Day School, 
Susan loves reading and collecting books. Her favorite book 
from childhood is The Hobbit by J.R. Tolkien. She also 
collects King Arthur books. Susan loves spending time 
with her husband, Marc and their two grown children, Vic
tor (24) and his wife Jocelyn, who teaches in Santa Cruz 
and Roseanne (21 ), a student at USC. Both of her children 
are VBS Day School graduates. 

Susan hopes to have the opportunity, in the future, to 
spend six months in England, researching King Arthur. She 
also hopes to be able to publish her own books for children. 

Susan receives special pleasure from watching VBS Day 
School children learn to enjoy reading. Her strongest wish 
is that every VBS Day School graduate will have a love of 
books and feel the excitement of learning new information. 
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'HASAFRAN' VACATION STOP 

by Barbara left 

This information is not among the instructions 
issued by Hasafran, the AJL electronic newsletter, 
available online via computer. Be sure to SAVE 
for future use. 

To temporarily stop Hasafran while you are on 
vacation: 

Send a message to: 
listproc@lists.acs.ohio-state.edu 

Leave subject line blank or type in a period (.) 
In the message space, write: 

SET HASAFRAN MAIL POSTPONE 

You will receive back an automatic response that 
will say: 

MAIL set to POSTPONE for user (followed 
by your user name) 

To reactivate, when you return home: 

Send a message to: 
listproc@lists.acs.ohio-state.edu 

Leave subject line blank or type in a period(.) 
In the message space, write: 

SET HASAFRAN MAIL ACK 

--------------

You will receive back an automatic response that will say: MAIL set to ACK for user (followed by your user name) 

To read messages you missed while on vacation, See the Hasafran archives, on the AJL Home Page: 
http://aleph.lib.ohio-state.edu/www/ajl.html 

WE NEED YOUR HELP! 
We'd like some assistance in setting up on June 9. 
We need help starting at 5 P.M. 
Please call ASAP if we can count on you. THANK YOU. 

Sharon Blumenstein, Hospitality Chair  
Barbara Leff, Installation Meeting Chair  



Date: 

Program: 

Place: 

Directions: 

Donation: 

RSVP: 

YOU AND YOUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS ARE INVITED TO 
OUR NEXT AJLSC MEETING .•• 

Monday evening, June 9, 1997-7:00 PM 

Speaker- Rabbi Abraham Cooper, Associate Dean, 
Simon Wiesenthal Center and Museum ofTolerance 
Presentation- Dorothy Schroeder Award to Adaire Klein, 

Director of Library & Archival Services, Simon Wiesenthal Center 
Ceremony- Installation of new AJLSC Officers for 1997-1999 
Refreshments- To savor and enjoy! 

MidValley Regional Branch of the Los Angeles Public Library 
16244 Nordhoff Street, North Hills, CA 91343 - (818) 895-3650 
Host: Daniel Dupill, Director, MidValley Regional Branch, LAPL 

North on the San Diego Fwy #405, exit at Nordhoff, tum left (west). 
Library isjustwestofWoodley, on south side of street. 

$?minimum-
Net proceeds will help support Dorothy Schroeder Scholarship Fund 

By May 30. Mail reservation with $7 check payable to AJLSC to: 
Sharon Blumenstein,  
Phone reservations after May 30, or questions: 
Dorothy Steiner  Barbara Leff  

Bring: Extra Judaica books (fresh and uncataloged) to enhance the collections of both the city and county Los 
Angeles public libraries. Call Ronda Rose  in advance to advise number of books you are donating and 
book plate data. 

Bring: Names and addresses of people you would like to honor. We will be happy to send tribute letters for your 
donations to the Dorothy Schroeder Fund. Dorothy Schroeder Tribute Cards ($18 per packet of 4) will be available. 

Jr (TEAR OFF) Jr 

AJLSC June 9 meeting: Please reserve seats; I enclose $ ($7 each) to AJLSC). I also include an 
additional donation of$ ___ to the Dorothy Schroeder Scholarship Fund. TOTAL ENCLOSED $ __ _ 

Name Eve. Phone ----------------- -------

Address _____________ City, Zip ___________ _ 



--~~----------
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

The new institutional member is the Anne Frank Memorial Library in Hollywoood. Paul J. Nussbaum is the Administrator. 

New member Lisa Gittleman Udi is the new librarian at the Kleiner Library of Institutional member University Synagogue. She 
writes: "Although born in Los Angeles, I was raised in Moorestown, New Jersey, a suburb of Philadelphia. I returned to Los 
Angeles in 1981 to study drama at the University of Southern California. While at USC I traveled and studied in Israel and in 
what was formerly known as the U.S.S.R. I received my B.A. in Drama in 1983. After working briefly with a repertory theater 
company in Edinburg, Scotland, I became Program Director at the USC Hillel Center. In 1985 I returned to school at UCLA to 
study Folklore and Mythology. I received my M.A. in 1987. In addition to my study, travel, and work in Israel, Russian and 
Scotland, I have traveled throughout Europe, to China, Japan, both coasts of the U.S., and a fair amount of Canada. I speak 
fairly fluent Hebrew, some French and some Russian. 

Before becoming the Librarian at University Synagogue, I have been Conference and Events Director and Facilities Coordi
nator at Mount St. Mary's College, a real estate salesperson, Assistant to the Director of the Israel Cancer Research Fund, an 
Israeli Dance Instructor, a caterer, and a Havurat Noar Instructor. In addition to my position as Librarian, I am also the Family 
Education Director, the cooking teacher and the journalism instructor at University Synagogue. In previous years, I have taught 
pre-school, fourth and fifth grade Judaica, Mythology, Puzzles and Games, and Debate at the synagogue. 

I have been married nearly 7 years to a Yemenite Jew and had a traditional Yemenite wedding in Israel. It lasted five days 
and I got to wear that wonderful Yemenite bride's costume you've probably seen in photos or on the cover of one ofOfra Haza's 
CDs. I have two boys, Adam, age 5 \t2 and Jordan, 14 months." 

* MAZ£lTOV * to: 

Hava Ben-Zvi and Jack Roth whose efforts created the successful book sale for the Jewish Commu
nity Library: a whooping $13,000 sale! 
Helene and Jack Gersuk on the arrival of grandchild #4. Michelle Gersuk is the first child of son, 
Jeffrey. 
Sue and Paul Greening on the engagement of son Jeremy to Heidi McNeal. 
Eric Kline for his winning grant from the Righteous Persons Foundation. 
Ellen Mark on her new (additional to Sephardic) position as Library Assistant at the Santa Monica 
High School Library. 

* DID YOU FORGET TO RSVP? * 
TURN THIS PAGE OVER FOR THE 

CONVENIENT TEAR OFF FORM 

_J 



HAVA BEN-Z\71 
RETIRES 

Cherished mentor, loyal AJLSC member and meritorious librarian, Hava Ben-Z vi retired last month from her position as 
head of the Jewish Community's Peter M. Kahn Library. Her warm, helpful ways brought us up to snuff when we first 
faced the real world of daily library work. Her resources filled our gaps, her inventive ideas supported our library lessons, 
her passion for books inspired us. Hava was always there when you didn't have or you didn't know how. 

Hava served on AJLSC's board of directors as the Community Library liaison. Her position in the Kahn Library began 27 
years ago when she was an LA County Librarian at the regional branch in Rosemead and the Bureau was looking for "a 
librarian;" they did not get a, they got, the librarian. For her work in nurturing the community library to 30,000 volumes, 
Hava received the coveted Ezra Award granted by the Jewish Federation Council for significant contribution to Jewish 
education. 

Hava's vivacious spirit belies her Holocaust experience. Unable to escape to Palestine with her mother and brother, alone 
after her father was killed, she outwitted the Nazis, surviving in a Polish state orphanage by posing as a gentile, trading on 
her wit, charm and blond hair. Reunion with her mother in Israel, marriage to Ephrain and emigration in 1957 to the US 
followed. Here, Hava earned a master's degree in library science. The vision, dedication and enthusiasm that sustained the 
Kahn Library, enriched all of us. Hava, although it is farewell to work, we hope we will still enjoy your company. Good 
luck, good wishes, but not, good-bye. 

VALLEY JEWISH FESTIVAL CELEBRATES TRADITIONS 

Lisa Handelman and Stacy Rubin will co-ordinate AJLSC's booth at the Valley Jewish Festival. Calendar Sunday June 1, 
1997 and come to L.A. Pierce College in Woodland Hills from 1 OAM to 6PM. 

Once again the Valley Jewish Festival is expected to draw a crowd of over 40,0000 people, over 200 organizational display 
booths and 40 commercial and craft vendors sharing information, food and entertainment. It is a joyous celebration of our 
Jewish community. 

This year's theme, Traditions, has five program areas: Holidays, Life Cycle Events, Home, Shut & School, Eretz Yisrael 
and Heroes in History. Contact Lisa at Adat AriEl's Library (818-766-4992) or Stacy Rubin at Kadima Hebrew Acad
emy (818-346-0372) with any questions or offers of assistance. If you have not yet delivered your posters, covers or book 
marks, please do. 

Interest in the article, The OP Book Trade, by Stanley and Laurel Schwartz, prompts us to 
list their business information which they omitted from their March '97 first page news story 
about their interesting career. 

SCHWARTZ JUDAIC A 
1934 Pentuckett Ave., San Diego, CA 92104-5732. 

Phone: 619-232-5888 FAX 619-233-5833 E-mail Schwartz@cts.com 



Library Light 
ADAIRE KLEIN RECEIVES AWARD 
(Continued from Page 1) 

Long over due to receive the Dorothy Schroeder Award, Adaire has been an outstanding leader. She is a past president of 
AJLSC, National Convention Co-Chair for the Association of Jewish Libraries both times the Convention was held in Los 
Angeles, and presenter at conferences all over the country. She taught several courses presented by AJLSC in conjunction with 
Hebrew Union College and the Bureau of Jewish Education for continuing education of Los Angeles area librarians. She is 
particularly proud of working with Dorothy Schroeder to develop the courses recommended for certification as a Judaic Librarian 
by the Bureau of Jewish Education. In her position as liaison to the BJE, she was instrumental in having librarians included in the 
Code of Personnel Practices. She was recognized for her service by the National Association of Jewish Libraries when she was 
awarded the Fanny Goldstein Award. Currently, she is the chair of the Dorothy Schroeder Scholarship Committee which offers 
grants and interest-free loans to AJLSC librarians seeking to further their knowledge of Judaic Librarianship by attending National 
Convention or taking courses. 

Adaire is also a respected member of the Jewish community. Although raised in a traditional home and married to a Conservative 
Jew, Adaire and Manny became truly observant only after they enrolled their children in an Orthodox Day School. Adaire and 
Manny Klein now have eleven grandchildren- four in Jerusalem with their parents Robin and Simon Kahn, two in San Diego with 
parents Dov and Sandy Klein, and five in Milwaukee with parents Gilah and Joel Saltzman. The whole family is planning to come 
to California this August to help Adaire and Manny celebrate their fortieth wedding anniversary. 

Adaire was born in Leavenworth, Kansas, while her father was associate warden of the penitentiary. Adaire moved to Columbus, 
Ohio where she spent most of her youth. She attended Brandeis University from which she received a Bachelor's degree in Hebrew 
literature and a Master's in Jewish Studies. Her Brandeis experience had a profound Jewish influence on her life. She has taken 
many courses in education, library science, and miscellaneous subjects from many institutions since then. 

The Dorothy Schroeder Award is given to someone who has made outstanding contributions to the field of Judaic Librarianship. It 
is named for Dorothy Schroeder, of blessed memory, the librarian at Wilshire Boulevard Temple who helped found the Association 
of Jewish Libraries of Southern California and defined the field of Judaic Librarianship for many generations of California librar
ians. The award was first presented in 1989 to Rabbi Zeldin, William Cutter, and Sidney Greenberg who helped sponsor the first 
courses offered by AJLSC. Other recipients have been Barbara Leff, Rita Frischer, Susan Dubin, and Rachel Glasser. The award is 
usually given at the installation of new AJLSC officers which occurs every two years. Adaire said, "This award is especially 
meaningful to me because it is presented in the name of Dorothy Schroeder who was one of my role models, and because it is given 
by the members of AJLSC who are my colleagues and my friends." 

* THANKS 
to: * 

Eric Kline for presenting a beautiful speech and generating stimulating discussion when he hosted the 
March '97 general meeting of AJLSC. Eric's moving talk considered what ritual objects reflected 
about the user, objects' connection to time and place, the power of an object as a talisman, and its sense 
of holiness. 
Fred Rose for his heroic and immediate response to the note book emergency at the April board 
meeting. He sets an example for all spouses! 
Gayle Schnaid for her service on our board. We treasured her four years as treasurer and will miss 
her professional reports. 
Joel Tuchman for teaching the oft desired cataloging course, Tuesday evenings at Sinai Temple 
Blumenthal Library. 



FROM FLIGHT TO ROOTS 
By Ellen Cole 

Written oral history is not an oxymoron, but a personal way to connect 
to a relevant past. Ruth Wolman uses this method brilliantly in Cross
ing Over, her examination of the lives of Hitler refugees in our town. 
Interview format introduces gutsy Jews who survived by escaping Aus
tria and Germany just ahead of the Final Solution. 

Emigres have been a focus here this winter and spring. LACMA 
mounted a major exhibit of the artists, and, plus UCLA and USC, 
offered concerts of musicians who made Los Angeles their refuge. 
Crossing Over is a look at minor players, at people like us, who made 
LA more than a haven. They made it home. 

What sets her subjects apart are the factors that tie them together: they 
settle in Los Angeles, meet through various coincidences and estab
lish the Gruppe, a social community to provide moral and mental 
support. Wounded strangers in a strange land, these cosmopolitan 
exiles confront the pain of Holocaust decimated families and seek in
tellectual stimulation missing in their menial jobs in an uncultured, 
provincial city. (Sorry LA, that was 1941-5.) 

The unusual focus of this book is life in transition. Riveting stories 
paint the domestic side of emigre life in America. Readers absorb the 
emotional reactions to traumatic pasts and to their present recollec
tion. Interviewees confront the experience of remembering, feelings 
about Germany and Austria. 

First person answers to in person questions flow with 
immediacy and individuality. Gruppe members reveal 
personality traits and honed verbal skills as they mingle 
political and economic facts about the 1930's with per
sonal sagas. Unimaginable conditions instigated in
conceivably courageous actions by young, normal, 
middle class, well educated, patriotic citizens who never 
believed their homelands would tum on them. 

From flight to roots, resiliency and perseverance recre
ate 18 lives. Wolman is the daughter of two Gruppe 
members; her affection for these people pours into per
fection in her work. Maps, escape routes, chronologies 
and social matrix support well edited interviews. Us
ing autobiographical material to focus a dramatic past 
is a natural for oral history. This fme volume belongs 
in our libraries for its interesting format, moving les
son and indelible subject. 

Crossing Over : An Oral History of Refugees from 
Hitler's Reich by Ruth Wolman. New York: Twayne, 
1996. 283p. $28.95. ISBN: 0-8057-4584-X. 

IN MEMORIAM : A TRIO OF JEWISH WRITERS AND A READER 

LEO ROSTEN whose Joys of Yiddish and other works put joy in our lives as it explained Yiddish to 
the American mainstream, in February. 

ALLEN GINSBERG whose Howl, Kaddish and other ground breaking poetic works defined the 
beats as it identified his ethnic roots, in April. 

HELENE HANFF whose 84, Charin¥_ Cross Road moved us in print and on the screen, then in
spired us to try her other books, in Apnl. 

NEHAMA LEIBOWITZ an inspiring professor and great Torah scholar whose readings made us 
proud to be female and Jewish, in April. 

May their memories be a blessing. 
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