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The Consulting Life 
by Fred Isaac 
Judaic Library Consultant 

In its simplest form, consultancy There are several stages in a 
does what the client wants done. complete consultancy: 
But that is not what ought to occur. 1. Review the current state of the 
The best consultant takes the client Library -This includes a quick re
on three journeys: one travels where view of the collection, evaluation of 
the organization believes it wants to the space, and discussion with the 
go; the second takes it where the library staff member(s) and others 
professional thinks it ought to go; (Rabbi, Cantor, educator). 
third, ideally, is where the institution 2. Evaluate the collection- This 
ought to be. involves seeing where the library is 

Through my career I have had nu- currently. To this point no changes 
merous discussions with library us- are made, but I analyze the situa
ers regarding their desires and the tion and its strengths and weak
needs of the library~ lf"l-onesetttng t - nesses. 
eliminated unnecessary multiple 3. Weed the Collection- This in
volumes; in another I set a cut-off eludes the removal of books that are 
date for circulation in order to ere- completely outdated, and also of 
ate a more viable collection. Since non-essential material that does not 
leaving the San Francisco Bureau reflect the current position of the 
of Jewish Education in 1995 I have synagogue or its vision. I have ere
had assisted several synagogues ated my own lists of adult and 
with problems, backlogs, and plan- children's books to guide me 
ning. I have also re-created my own through this stage, and also use AJL 
synagogue library at Temple Sinai lists. The results will vary, of course, 
in Oakland. but there should be a ition on 

January 

all sides that the frame is malleable 
and that the value of the library is 
at stake. 

4. Re-organize the library to suit 
the present status and foreseeable 
needs - This can go as deep as 
the synagogue and consultant can 
agree. Some synagogues may 
want to retain the status quo, while 
others may want a complete over
haul. This stage may involve ne
gotiation, as well as evaluation of 
certain areas of the collection and 
recommendations to fill gaps. 

5. Plan for the next stages in the 
process- In many cases this will 
mean moving into an automated 

. .. see CONSULTING pg. 11 

COME SURF THE JEWISH INTERNET 
AJLSC computer wizards Rick Burke and David Hirsch surf the Jewish Internet on Monday evening, January 13 at 7:30 in 
the University of Judaism Library. Rick, the University Librarian at the UJ, received his BA at UC Santa Cruz and his MLS 
at UCLA. He started the library at Temple Tifereth Israel, ran the HUC Tartak Learning Center and served part-time as 
cataloger of Hebrew at UCLA. Rick loves gadgets, segued naturally into computing. With his self-taught skills he devised 
and computerized the national CAGE Curriculum bank. A pioneer, he brought computers to the UJ and now he brings 
them to us! 

David is the Jewish, Middle Eastern, Central Asian and Armenian Studies Bibliographer at 
UCLA. He gained his BA at the University of Pennsylvania and his MA and MLS at the 
University of Chicago. David's career experiences include stints at Princeton University, 
the University of Chicago, Spertus College of Judaica and the Jewish Community of Cairo, 
Egypt. While an ALA/USIA book fellow at the United Arab Emirates University he devel
oped the skills of Arabic catalogers. He speaks eight languages in addition to under
standing computereeze. 

The UJ is just east of the Mulholland exit of the 405 freeway. The address is 15600 
Mulholland Drive, Los Angeles. If you need further directions, call the UJ at 476-9777. 
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
by Ronda Rose 

January 1997: This is the first time that I have written "1997". I look forward to an educating and interesting 
year for AJLSC. Since it is the new year our attention has to be given to the nomination of new officers. I will 
soon appoint a nominating committee. If you would like to serve on the committee or be an officer in our 
association please let me know. As everyone realizes we are able to be so successful because we have had 
so many dedicated librarians doing all the functions necessary for running our organization. 

By the time you read this, I will have returned from the midwinter meeting of The National Association of 
Jewish Libraries in Boston. I hope to report on that meeting at our January 13th meeting. Please note the 
change of the our regular meeting. The University of Judaism will be our host. I wish everyone a very happy 
and healthy new year. 

~LSC Library light is distributed free to 

I :LSC members. 

PLAN TO CONTRIBUTE AS SOON AS 
YOU PLANT YOUR TREE. 

Deadline for the MARCH 1997 issue is 
THURSDAY, JANUARY 23, 1997. 
We need all submissions by this date to 
publish timely. 
Submit articles on IBM compatible or Mac 
disks with print outs or typewritten copy. 
Mail or E mail to: 

Ellen Cole, editor 
 

 
or 

Enid Sperber, editor 
 

 

layout/Word Processing by Enid Sperber 

Permission to reprint is granted when credit 
is given to: 
"AJLSC Library light" 

MYRA COHN LIVINGSTON 
by Rita Berman Frischer 

The libraries and children of the world recently lost an outstand
ing children's poet and anthologist when Myra Cohn Livingston 
died. She published her first book of poetry in 1958 while a fresh
man at Sarah Lawrence College and since then has been respon
sible for producing an outstanding assortment of work universally 
praised. Her Poems for Jewish Holidays won the 1987 National 
Jewish Book Award for the best Illustrated Children's Book. 

Perhaps of most import to us as librarians serving children was 
her influence as a teacher of poetry in the UCLA Extension Writers 
Program from 1973 until her death. Her classes, known as difficult 
but tremendously rewarding, helped refine the skills of many of 
our best picture book writers. Those who studied with her credit 
her for teaching them elements as crucial to effective language 
use in picture books as in poetry. 

An accomplished musician (French horn) before her marriage, 
Mrs. Livingston also served as poet in residence in the Beverly 
Hills Unified School District for many years, wrote book reviews, 
conducted workshops and won numerous awards for making po
etry part of children's education and literature. 

"Surfin' The Net" graphic by Larry Garf, art teacher at Temple 
Israel of Hollywood, Kadima Hebrew Academy and Yavneh. 
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Association of Jewish Libraries of Southern California 
Dorothy Schroeder Fund 

Application for Association of Jewish Libraries Convention 
Scholarship 

Guidelines: 
* Applicant must be member of AJL-SC 
* Applicant must be currently employed in Judaica Librarianship 
* Recipient of a scholarship must plan to attend entire convention 
* All information will remain confidential 
* Complete this application and mail/fax before March 15, 1997 to: 

Adaire Klein 
 

 
  

Date: -------------------------
Convention City: _________ _ Dates:. __________ _ 

Name: ---------------------------------------------------------
Address: ---------------------------------------------------

Phone: Fax: e-mail ------------- ----------------- ------------
Employer: ____________________________________________ __ 
Position/Title: _________________________________________ _ 
How long in present position? _________________________________ _ 
Are you a member of AJL-SC? _________ AJL ? _________________ _ 
Office/s held: AJL-SC? AIL? _____________ _ 
What do you hope to gain from this Convention? 

Ifyou receive a scholarship, what commitment are you prepared to make to AJL-SC'7 

Will you receive funding from any other source? ____________________ _ 
If so, from whom? _____________________________________ ___ 
Does your employer subsidize your attendance? ______ _ 
If so, how much is the subsidy? __________________________ _ 

Signature -------------------
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JEWISH WESTERN WOMAN 
by Ellen Cole 

After Harriet Rochlin's dynamo appearance at our 
opening general meeting I couldn't wait to read her 
new novel. It proves a fast read that satisfies and 
specifies, specifically us. Her easy historical fiction, 
The Reformer's Apprentice, zips through a romance 
of Jewish identity in California. It's light, charming 
fiction about triple identity and Jewish pioneer life 
when the old West was new. 

Tension springs from historical era, plot and charac
ter. Anticipation never flags; this is the first in a tril
ogy. Accurate background doesn't sink delight; the 
author is an expert from love of subject spawned by 
her roots. A native of, still resident in Los Angeles, 
Rochlin grew up in a family that eschewed its East
ern European roots for its American experience. 
Searching for personal identity Rochlin found Jew and 
Westerner inseparable. Her social history, Pioneer 
Jews: A New Life in the Far West is a consistent fa
vorite. First hand resources, women's diaries, letters 
and photographs, fuel her new fiction, an uncompro
mising empathetic declaration of Jewish, Western, 
Woman. 

Idealistic Frieda Levie's immigrant family reaches San 
Francisco through the vicissitudes of gold and silver 
mining. The story opens in the 1870's when her am
bitions clash with her family's Orthodoxy, reversal of 
fortune and banishment to a kosher boarding house 
in the Jewish ghetto. Frieda degenerates from ad
venturous plans of high school and a teaching career 
under a liberated, feminist, American mentor to self
sacrifice and scullery under an uneducated, Yiddish 
aunt. Opportunities for free choice are few. A des
perate gamble with American Valentine's Day cus
toms shocks Frieda to sexual awareness and the 
senior Levies into actualizing pious marriage customs. 
Just when we think she will never cease to be victim 
and martyr, Frieda lands her man, a new opportunity 
in Arizona and the next volume in the series. 

Frieda's coming of age parallels that of San Francisco. 
Jewish identity complicates the usual search for self 
definition and independence. Her father decrees or
thodoxy is the only genuine form of Judaism. To mod
ernize denies her heritage and her family. The clash of 
values sets up humorous and poignant scenarios. 

The Reformer's Apprentice surpasses fact as local 
color. The city becomes an intimate character. Ad
dresses matter. Market Street divides the gentrifying 
Westerners from Jewish, Asian and Irish immigrants. 
German Jews snob Polish ones until money counts as 
class. The multi-ethnic mix inhibits parental control. 
Alternative life styles coexist with the means to achieve 
them. San Francisco may be urban, but it's dazzling 
frontier. Time, place, characters mold a roots and ro
mance read that is a pleasure that belongs in all our 
libraries. 

*************** 

The Reformer's Apprentice :A Novel of old San Fran
cisco by Harriet Rochlin. Santa Barbara: Fithian Press, 
1996. 222p. $19.95. ISBN: 1-56474-167-2. 

AUTHOR HARRY KEMELMAN DIES 

As we went to press the death of Harry 
Kemelman was announced. He was beloved 
of our readership for his series of mystery nov
els featuring the heroic Rabbi Small. Built 
around the days of the week, he wrote a dozen 
books, beginning in 1964 with Friday the Rabbi 
Slept Late, followed by Saturday the Rabbi Went 
Hungry, and Sunday the Rabbi Stayed Home. 
Rabbi Small lived in a fictional town called 
Barnard's Crossing, modeled loosely on 
Marblehead, Massachusetts, where the author 
lived for 45 years. His mysteries were trans
lated into 17 languages and formed the basis 
for a 1977 television series titled "Lanigan's 
Rabbi." He was 88 years old. 
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INSTITUTIONAL MEMBERSHIPS 
OF AJLSC for 1996-97 

BRANDEIS - BARDIN INSTITUTE 
• House of the Book - Molle Library 

BUREAU OF JEWISH EDUCATION -THE 
JEWISH FEDERATION COUNCIL 
• Jewish Community Library 

CONGREGATION NER TAMID OF SOUTH 
BAY 

HEBREW UNION COLLEGE 
• Frances Henry Library 

KEHILLAT MA ARAV 

SEPHARDIC TEMPLE TIFERETH ISRAEL 
• Levy Sephardic Library 

SIMON WIESENTHAL CENTER LIBRARY 

SINAl TEMPLE 
• Blumenthal Library 

STEPHEN S . WISE TEMPLE 
• Jack and Mildred Diener Memorial Library 

TEMPLE AUYAH 

TEMPLE BAT YAHM 

TEMPLE EMANUEL 
• Temple Emanuel Library 

TEMPLE ISRAEL OF HOLLYWOOD 
• Corwin Library 

TEMPLE JUDEA 
• Paul Rubenstein Library 

TEMPLE MENORAH 
• Temple Menorah Library 

TEMPLE SINAl OF GLENDALE 
• Freedman Library 

VALLEY BETH SHALOM DAY SCHOOL 
• Sheila Sporn Library 
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CONVENTION STIPENDS OFFERED 
BY DOROTHY SCHROEDER FUND 

The Dorothy Schroeder Memorial Fund again offers stipends to 
AJLSC members in good standing for the AJL international confer
ence, June 22-25 in Cleveland, Ohio. The basic pre-requisites are 
outlined on the application form printed on the insert. Complete 
the form and send it to Adaire Klein no later than March 15, 1997. 
AJLSC members are eligible to apply for both our Schoeder grant 
and the national AJL convention grant. 

Tribute cards support the Dorothy Schroeder Memorial Fund which provides 
incentive awards to those who make significant contributions to Judaic 
Librarianship, convention travel and education class grants. Donations are 
easily made to Adaire by mail to the Wiesenthal Center or E-Mail to: 
aklein@wiesenthal.com. Please make your checks out to the Dorothy 
Schroeder Memorial Fund, not AJLSC; the bank accounts are different. 

DONATIONS RECEIVED WITH THANKS FROM: 
-Ronda Rose and AJLSC in memory of Lillian Hurewitz, mother of 
Chuck Hurewitz, President, Bureau of Jewish Education. 
-Enid Sperber in honor of her chance meeting of author, Nancy 
Smiler Levinson in the Beverly Hills Public Library. 

* m~ZEL rev rc: 
Joan Buchbinder our new Corresponding Secretary. 

Martha Globerman the new Storytime Lady at Ramat Zion. 

Amy Goldenberg in her new position of Day School Librarian at 
Stephen S. Wise Temple. 

Lisa Handelman who ran a workshop on Jewish literature for 
children called Beyond Hanukkah at the California Library Asso
ciation meeting in November. 

Susan March on the publication of two annotated bibliographies: 
"Holiday Books for Children and Resources for Adults" and "Jew
ish History Through Historical Fiction" for children and young 
adults. Both are available from the Jewish Book Council in New 

York. * iH~NHS rc: 
Each of the 80 new and renewing members of AJLSC for 1996-

97' * so NU rc: 
Rachel Glasser at her new job in New Jersey where all the Judaica 
is cataloged in Weine. 
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WHY THE INTERNET FOR JUDAICA LIBRARIES? PART 2 
by Barbara Leff 

The quickest, non-intrusive way to communicate with 
colleagues today is electronic mail, or e-mail (no more 
telephone tag!). 

One of the many uses of e-mail is to communicate 
with a listserv. From a user's viewpoint, a 'listserv' is 
a mailing list that serves those interested in a topic, 
e.g., Jewish libraries -with access to information via 
questions or discussions. To know what's happening 
on a listserv, you 'subscribe' for FREE -a simple pro
cedure described below, similar to signing up for a free 
newsletter. Then you automatically receive all mes
sages sent to that listserv - from all over the world. 
You may read all messages, respond to one message, 
or participate in discussion- as you wish. There are 
thousands of listservs -and hundreds or thousands 
of subscribers to each. Look in any general Internet 
book for the plethora of interests and focus areas of 
listservs. 

One listserv for Judaica librarians is HA-SAFRAN -
the electronic discussion forum of the Association of 
Jewish Libraries. Hasafran is Hebrew for "The Librar
ian." Hasafran began as a means for AJL members to 
communicate and share globally and has grown into a 
source for information about Jewish libraries. Recently 
discussed on Hasafran were: Recommended young 
adult Judaica fiction books, finding certain Hebrew 
titles, new books, cataloging data, AJL convention info, 
etc. Some topics are of general interest to all; others 
are geared to synagogue, school and center librar
ians or to research and special librarians. Before ask
ing a question on Hasafran, you are expected to have 
done some research, just as you would before refer
ring a patron to another library. When participating, 
sign your library name too. 

Here's an example: Last year, I posted a problem on 
Hasafran - Can anyone suggest sources for a 6th 
grade student's report on how Hanukkah is celebrated 
in China today? Within two days, I received responses 
from New York, Cincinnati, Jerusalem, Vancouver, 

Singapore -from academic and synagogue librarians 
as well as a Canadian Jew who lived in Hong Kong! 
Interestingly, a London researcher liked the topic so 
well he decided to do a bibliographic paper on it and 
sent me his first draft, to which I added a couple of 
titles and annotations from my library. Global collabo
ration is so easy and enjoyable on the Internet--some
times it's mind-boggling! In case you're wondering, my 
Internet colleagues indicated that Hanukkah is cel
ebrated in China the same as elsewhere and that there 
are probably no longer Chinese Jews in China (defined 
as descendants of the 16th century Kaifeng Fu com
munity). Regretfully, the student asking the question 
changed his research topic because teacher required 
book sources. 

If you already have an online service, do subscribe to 
Hasafran. If not, consider going online -following the 
procedure found in many Internet books -then sub
scribe to Hasafran. 

••••••••••••••• 
TO SUBSCRIBE TO HASAFRAN: 

(1) Open an email screen. 
(a) In the TO field, write: Listserver@ lists.acs.ohio

state.edu [be sure to copy exactly]. 
(b) Leave the SUBJECT field blank, or just type a 

period"." in it. 
(c) In the MESSAGE space, write: Subscribe 

Hasafran YourFirstName YourLastName, e.g., Sub
scribe Hasafran Barbara Left [Remember - mes
sage is read automatically by a computer.] 
(2) Send the message. [Your email address is auto
matically part of the message you send.] 
(3) Hasafran will send you an automated message 
within a day or two, confirming your subscription and 
giving you additional information. Save this data be
cause you will need it. 
(4) Now you will begin to find daily messages in your 
email mail box from Hasafran. Read, respond, discuss, 
discard, but especially enjoy your connection with the 
world (literally) of Judaica librarianship .... 

PAGES 
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WHAT DID YOU DO FOR 

EREV JBM 
Six members of AJLSC dined with author Jane Breskin Zalben at Golan restaurant in North Hollywood on 
Wednesday evening, November 6. Sharon Blumenstein, Susan Dubin, Martha Globerman, Barbara Left, Stacy 
Rubin and Dorothy Steiner shared the lovely evening of food and conversation and returned home with many 
autographed copies of Zalben books, old and new. 

TEMPLE ISAIAH 
In the Levine Library Ellen Cole launched a reading contest called the Colonial Roots Read. The contest starts 
in Jewish Book month and continues until Purim. Students in grades two through six compete in two divisions 
by reading Jewish Books at their grade level and reporting to Ellen. 

Five books capture a yogurt certificate and ten or more qualify for prizes at the big Purim Assembly. Prizes are 
Jewish books and theme toys from the National Park SeNice and Colonial Williamsburg. They do not include 
the famous tri-cornered Revolutionary hat which too closely resembles that of Haman. 

In keeping with the theme, Ellen lectures to all religious school classes about Jews in the United States and 
Canada during the Colonial era. She displays pictures of colonial synagogues and heroes. She writes articles 
in her Temple Bulletin including a picture spread of the winners, and nags the staff through the Faculty News
letter using signature graphics to outline her articles and attaching flyers for teachers' bulletin boards. Contest 
posters are in offices and entry hall. 

While the contest is in progress Ellen hears oral book reports daily. The Library is decorated with the wall 
posters for each contestant on which stickers mark readers' progress. This year posters are referred to as 
"broadsides" and announce Books Are Revolutionary! 

WEST VALLEY JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTER 
Sue Greening did stunning publicity for a super program that included an adult book talk by Israeli author 
Barbara Soter who discussed her new thriller, The Thirteenth Hour, and a children's session where author 
Sylvia Rouss read her popular, Sammy Spider's First Chanukah. The Center had a video showing of The 
Disputation, a hit play in LA last season that recreated a medieval public theological debate pitting a Jew 
against a Christian, as well as an opening reception for Celebration, a multimedia exhibit of the history of the 
San Fernando Valley Jews, the second stage of a project on the Valley's history. 

VALLEY BETH SHALOM 
Suzi Dubin k'vels that Jewish Book Month at the Sheila Sporn Library was a month of author visits and celebra
tion of books. On November 4, erev JBM, the library hosted Jane Breskin Zalben, author of Beni's Family 
Cookbook and Unfinished Dreams. She met with the sixth grade Day School students to discuss Unfinished 
Dreams, a book about a sixth grade boy who feels different from his peers since he plays the violin. The boy's 
interest in music is encouraged by a sympathetic principal who is diagnosed with AIDS. The discussion be
tween the sixth graders and Ms. Zalben helped them understand the mitzvah they are studying this month: 
Respecting Differences. 

A visit by author Reudor who wrote The Doodle Family Hanukkah, allowed students in Day School and Hebrew 
School to hear what life is like for an author in Israel. Reudor shared his method of cartooning in illustrating his 
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JEWISH BOOK MONTH? 
books on Jewish holidays. His visit highlighted the mitzvah of Learning about Jewish Holidays. Later this month 
Shari Cohen will visit to share her books of poetry. She will give a workshop on writing poetry. 

In addition to enjoying author visits, children will be participating for the fifteenth year in the Jewish Braille Read
in, an annual Tzedakah project for the library. Another Tzedakah program was the donation of books from the 
Fall Chanukah Book Fair to Children's Hospital. New books were sent to children who must spend the holidays 
at the hospital. 

The overall theme for the library this year is Mitzvah, a focus on those mitzvot which deal with relations between 
people. Children who read a book about each of the mitzvot being discussed had an opportunity to earn a badge 
and a certificate for being a "Mitzvah Maven." Mitzvah Mavens along with members of the Sydney Taylor Award 
Book Club will be eligible for special celebrations at the end of Jewish Book Month on Chanukah in the library. 
The goal of all these projects is to encourage reading and enjoyment of Jewish books and authors. Judging by 
the happy chatter in the Sheila Sporn Library, it's working! 

TEMPLE EMANUEL 
Ronda Rose reported the fifth grade went to the Children's Book World to meet author Sonia Levitin. Ms. Levitin 
gave a wonderful session on writing and being an author in addition to sharing her family history as the basis for 
her book, Journey to America. 

TIFERETH ISRAEL 
Ellen Mark writes: The Levy Sephardic Library is celebrating Jewish Book Month with two contests. In the first 
children from the Talmud Torah are participating in the Jewish Braille Institute "Read-a-Thon". (Coincidentally, 
one of the local public schools is studying braille.) The contest ends in mid-December. 

The second contest, "Library Tic-Tac-Toe", features the Sydney Taylor Book Awards all of which are currently 
displayed and identified by their year. Every reader must choose at least three Sydney Taylor books to compete 
the game that continues until Purim. Small prizes plus lots of encouragement, praise and recognition are awarded 
along the way, but the two grand prize winners receive free passes to Universal Studios! 

JEWISH COMMUNITY LIBRARY 
Abby Yasgur notes the Jewish Community Library welcomed Jewish Book Month by inviting the entire 6505 
Wilshire Blvd. community to visit us on the second floor of the building, Invitations were went to every person in 
the building encouraging all to: 

-take a Library tour 
-view displays of staff favorites 
-check out our rotating display of Chanukah books and videos 
-take a brief training session to use the computer catalog 

During Jewish Book Month, the Library was also privileged to have Rabbi Ed Feinstein speak on the topic of 
Chutzpah. 

TEMPLE ISRAEL OF HOLLYWOOD 
The following article was written for Temple Israel's monthly newsletter by the Religious School Director, Laura 
Weiss. "The Religious School and The Corwin Library of Temple Israel of Hollywood are pleased to announce 
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the celebration of Jewish Book Month. This is the first organized celebration of Jewish Book Month in recent 
memory. Our library has grown considerably due to the generous donations of the members of our synagogue. 
We are thrilled to share this good fortune with your children. 

The concept behind Jewish Book Month is to encourage reading and to encourage Jewish reading. Last year, 
the students participated in a read-a-thon to raise money for the Jewish Braille Institute of America. This year, 
they will read to broaden their knowledge of Jewish authors and Jewish literature. Reading has been a rich part 
of our religious tradition such that, with time, we have come to be known as 'The People of the Book." 

The Corwin Library, staffed by our wonderful librarian, Enid Kent Sperber, is a great asset to the enrichment of 
our Religious School program. Each week, Enid plans a program for the students of a particular grade that is 
specifically designed to supplement their Judaic curriculum. Her wit and enthusiasm come alive in animated 
presentations that have engrossed our children and made them increasingly interested in Jewish reading. 

By opening the library to Religious School students, they learn to love Jewish literature as an enhanced part of 
their educational experience. Jewish Book Month, in conjunction with the Religious School Library Program, is 
a kickoff event that we hope will turn kids on to Jewish reading all year long. The works of famous authors such 
as Rabbi Nachman of Breslov, Amos Oz and Sandi Eisenberg Sasso are all available and waiting to be checked 
out. 

On December 6th, directly following the Temple's Family Chanukah Service, the Corwin Library will be open for 
parents and children to check out Chanukah books. We have quite a selection. So please stop by, meet Enid, 
and find yourself immersed in holiday reading for the entire family." 

KANSAS CITY 
Susan March summarizes an unsigned article from the 9/27/96 Kansas City Jewish Chronicle about Jewish 
Book Month. Though the Kansas City program is for the entire community, it can be adapted to the synagogue 
or school library. "Have you ever finished a book and said to yourself, 'I'll never be the same!' Or do you find 
yourself coming to the end of a book and think-
ing, 'I wish this book would never end?' Was it a 
Jewish book? 

As part of the Jewish Book Fair the planning com
mittee is sponsoring an exhibit called 'Jewish 
Books that Change Lives.' They would like tore
ceive suggestions from the entire community from 
children to senior citizens. Each comment should 
contain the respondent's impression of the book 
and why it had such an effect on his or her life. In 
addition respondents are asked to include a sen
tence about themselves and, if possible, a photo
graph of themselves and information on how to 
obtain the book. To be sure that as many entries 
as possible are included, the committee requests 
that everyone limit their observations to 250 words 
or less." 
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NOVEMBER MEETING SPOTLIGHTS YIDDISH PUBLISHING 
by Ellen Mark 

Current Yiddish Publishing was the topic of the November 12, 1996 General Meeting of AJLSC, held at the 
Temple Emanuel Library. Speaker Paul Malevitz is an instructor of ESL at Long Beach City College and a 
Yiddish and Hebrew interpreter for AT&T. David Hirsch, who organized the evening, introduced Mr. Malevitz. 

The American Yiddish press was founded at the turn of the century by socialists and leftist immigrants. Newspa
pers and journalists that once flourished in the first half of this century have dwindled considerably with no dailies 
remaining. The Forward published in New York, is now a weekly with a circulation of about 20,000. Founded in 
1897, it maintains a consistently high standard of Yiddish. 

Today the largest Yiddish papers are from the world of the Hassidim who still study and learn in Yiddish. The 
weekly Der Yid is published by Satmar Jews in Williamsburg, NY. It averages 108 pages, costs 50 cents and has 
a circulation of about 25,000. To quote Mr. Malevitz, "If you're a Satmar Jew, you read nothing else." Other 
Hasidic papers include News Report from Burrough Park, NY and General Journal (Lubavitcher) from the Lower 
East Side. 

Yiddishe Vort is an Orthodox pro-Zionist monthly publication from Agudas Yisroel sent to about 1 0% of the 
American Jewish population. Di Zukunst (The Future) from the Central Committee of Yiddish in New York City is 
105 years old and the longest running Yiddish journal. Other monthlies such as Yiddish Culture are not as 
predictable, sometimes appearing every three or four months. 

The only journal west of the Mississippi, Kheshbn (Account), is published in L.A. by the Yiddish Culture Club and 

Paul Malevitz, his wife Zelde Myram and David Hirsch in the 
Temple Emmanuel Library. 

edited by poet Moshe Sklar. A bi-annual, it is cel
ebrating its 50th year. Outside of the US two no
table journals are: Yiddish Gas (Jewish Street) 
from Moscow and The Pen published by the Ox
ford Center for Yiddish Studies and edited by 
American born David Katz. Israel supports three 
Yiddish weeklies: Latest News (very Left), Erev 
Shabbos (religious) and a non-partisan publica
tion. Poland has one bi-weekly. 

Mr. Malevitz displayed several samples of the Yid
dish press, but had much less to say about re
cent Yiddish books. The primary source is Peretz 
Publishing House in Israel. Two examples cited 
were a children's board book and a novel from a 
kibbutznik, Zvi Eisenman. Many thanks to Paul 
Malevitz for an informative presentation and to 
David Hirsch for making it happen. 
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BEYOND THE GIVING TREE: 

~~~~~f . ~~~ A LIBRARY LESSON FOR TU B•SHEVAT 
~~~til' ' 1B ~ ~ ~~~~ y 'f ~ .wiiJwd~:.-~: ~. b El" b th nAb b I 

~~~~\\ ..... ~::"'fl?~~=~ """<? y 1za e r-. ar ane 

A wonderful Tu B'Shevat library lesson for kindergarten through third grade usually consists of read
ing one or two of the many beautiful tree-related stories. This is entertaining for the children, and it promotes 
the literature while relating your lesson to the curriculum. But the older students are ready for more. 

Here's an activity for fifth and sixth grade that will not only reinforce library skills and teach about the 
holiday, but it will also help you decorate your library's bulletin boards or display cases. Trust me -you do not 
need to be a good artist to help the children make this display. You just need a little creativity and some 
enthusiastic students. The lesson is a review of the many different reference sources, both Judaic and gen
eral, and it should be done in two thirty minute sessions. The following instructions are broad and should be 
adapted to suit your library and the abilities of your students. 
Session #1: 
Materials Needed: Paper or forms (see explanation below), pencils for each student, reference sources such 
as encyclopedias (print and CD-ROM), Junior Judaica, Bat11ett's Familiar Quotations, A Treasury of Jewish 
Quotations and/or other books of quotations, some Hebrew/English dictionaries, and any other reference 
sources you think might be helpful. 

Put an assortment of the reference sources on the tables. Divide the group into pairs. Assign to each 
pair a symbol of Tu B'Shevat. Topics should include trees, nuts, and particular fruits such as figs, pomegran
ates, and dates. If more than one class is participating in this activity, you might want to assign different fruits 
in each class. Since trees are a big part of the holiday more than one group may focus on them. 

Spend this session gathering information about the symbols. I recommend making a form for stu
dents to fill out for each topic in order to make sure the teams use particular reference materials. On the form 
students would fill in symbol, Hebrew word for the symbol, description, fact of interest, quotation, sketch of 
symbol. 
Session #2: 
Materials: Colored butcher paper to fit your display or bulletin board, construction paper of many colors, 
scissors, glue, markers. 

Draw a very simple large leafless tree on the left side of the butcher paper. Instruct the students in the 
trees groups to make large leaves for your tree out of construction paper. Students should put a different fact 
or quotation about trees on each leaf and paste them onto the tree. Then they may fill the tree trunk with more 
quotations or information, and write the Hebrew word for tree next to it. 

Instruct the other groups to draw or trace an outline of their fruit or nut on construction paper and write 
the word for it in Hebrew in the middle. World Book Encyclopedia and Lois Ehrlet's book Eating the Alphabet 
are two good sources for illustrations. After cutting out and pasting the highlighted fruit on the background, the 
students can write the previously gathered facts, quotations, and descriptions of the fruit next to and around 
the picture. 

You will now be ready to give your display a title and put it up on the wall. Invite the parents, teachers, 
and administrators to see the students' artwork. Enjoy! 

New member, Elisabeth Palmer Abarbanel, is the Day School Librarian at Sinai Temple's Blumenthal Library. Elisabeth 
grew up in West Los Angeles and received her BA in Modem Society and Social Thought from U. C. Santa Cruz. She spent 
one year of her studies at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem on Mount Scopus. After receiving her MLS from UCLA, 
Elisabeth worked as a School Librarian at The John Thomas Dye School and later was a Children's Librarian for L.A.P.L. 
She joined Sinai Temple in May 1996. 
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V'MAGAZINE HIGHLIGHTS JEWISH AMERICAN WRITERS 
A Ha-Safran scoop: In it's Spring 1997 issue, Prairie Schooner, one of our 
country's oldest and most respected literary magazines will publish a spe
cial issue devoted entirely to Jewish American writing. This special issue of 
312 pages will feature works by the very best contemporary Jewish Ameri
can writers including fiction, poetry, essays and criticism. To reserve a copy, 
contact the Prairie Schooner at 201 Andrews Hall, UNL, Lincoln, NE 68588-
0334 before January 15, 1997. The cost per copy is $7 .25. Bulk issues of 
ten or more are discounted to $5.50 each. Bulk orders are due earlier, on 
January 5, 1997. 

V' JEWISH COMMUNITY LIBRARY BOOK SALE 
On Friday, January 31st the Peter Kahn Library will begin its colossal used 

book sale with a special day for libraries and institutions only. On this Friday from 1 Oam to 2pm representa
tives of libraries get first chance to choose from an incredible array, culled from weeding the Community 
Library to make space for the new technology center. The 4000 books for sale are treasured duplicates and 
include rare volumes. The selection covers the entire spectrum of Jewish life and thought. To confirm the 
special hours for library purchasing, call Hava Ben-Zvi at 213-852-3272. 

The general public and individuals are welcome to purchase volumes on Sunday, February 2nd from 11 am to 
4pm and Monday, February 3rd from 11 am to 7pm. The three day sale takes place in the ground floor Board 
Room of the Federation Building at 6505 Wilshire Blvd. 

V'WELCOME NEW MEMBER 
Amy Goldenberg is the new librarian for fourth through twelfth grades at Stephen S. Wise Temple Elementary 
and Community High School. Amy worked in the library of Hebrew Union College for thirteen and a half years 
before beginning graduate school. She received her MLS at UCLA in June 1996. While in graduate school 
Amy worked in the Children's Department of Beverly Hills Public Library, where she still occasionally fills in, 
and interned at the Venice Branch of the Los Angeles Public Library and the Culver City Public Library. Her BA 
is from CSUN in Art. Amy is also an accomplished papercut/folk artist. Currently she has a papercut Mizrah 
hanging in the Jerusalem 3000 show at the Plotkin Museum of Judaica in Phoenix, Arizona. She is the author 
of Papercutting: Reviving a Jewish Folk Art (J. Aronson, 1994),the lovely how-to paperback which many of us 
have in our libraries . 

... CONSULTING from pg. 1 

environment. However, it may include recommenda
tions for site alteration (re-shelving, new furniture) dif
ferentiating between "current" and "storage" areas, and 
other changes. 

A couple of final notes: first, be sure various people 
and groups are involved. This includes especially the 
Rabbi and educator, though the Cantor and others 
may be invited. Their commitment to the library and 
acceptance of the consultant, both personal and pro
fessional, are critical to the success of any consultancy. 
For instance, I suggest that weeding should be re-

viewed by the Professional staff. If there are questions, 
I defend my choices but defer to their decisions. In ad
dition to forcing them to participate, I also learn how 
they see the library and push them to a greater appre
ciation of its role. Finally, their involvement protects the 
consultant from making unilateral (and potentially dam
aging) decisions. 

Second, do not be afraid of mistakes. I have often 
found that the resulting discussion brings up an angle 
that the client had not considered. The result benefits 
all sides. 
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