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ALLEGRA GOODMAN : THE SIDDUR 
A IEWISH BOOK MONTH GIFT 

Allegra Goodman, author of the popular The Family Markowitz, wrote a moving 
piece for the National Yiddish Book Center's Pakn-Ttegor magazine, the Summer 
1997 issue devoted to defining Jewish Books. Ms. Goodman graciously agreed to 
waive her fees and to permit us to reprint this article as a gift to AJI.SC members 
for Jewish Book Month. Prior to her well received Family Markowitz, Goodman's 
work appeared in The New Yorker and Commentary; she is honored by inclusion 
in Prize Stories for 1995 and The 0. Henry Awards. In September 1998 Dial Press 
will publish Goodman's new novel, Kaaterskill FaUs. 

Jewish books filled my childhood. Over and over again, my par
ents read me Lillian S. Freehofs Stories of King David and 
Stories of King Solomon, and Sadie Rose Weilerstein's The 
Adventures of K'tonton, stories of a Jewish Tom Thumb who rides 
to sy11agogue in his father's pocket and survives such close calls 
as a fallinto his mother's mixing bowl while she is chopping fish. 
Once I could read, I would pour over the Jewish Publication 
Society's children's biographies of great Jewish men and women, 
Albert Einstein, Rebecca Graetz, Henrietta Szold. And I imag
ined myself one of the five girls in Sydney Taylor's All of a Kind 
Family books, the tales of a young family celebrating the holi
days and becoming American in the Lower East Side. I remem
ber listening to Sholem Aleichem's Kasrilivke Tales. My father 
read them aloud in English to the whole family. I rolled on the 
floor laughing as Sholem Aleichem's hapless narrator arrives in 
ridiculous Kasrilivke and is besieged with entrepreneurs trying to 
sell him socks. The sock story and Eudora Welty's "Why I Live 
at the P.O. " were then, and now, my twin ideals of comic writing. 
Continued on pg. 9 
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FROM BOARD BOOKS TO SOFTWARE, YOUR HOME JEWISH LIBRARY! 

NEXT 
GENERAL 
MEETING: 

DECEMBER! 

Learn how to select interesting, well rounded titles at our round table on creating a per
sonal Jewish library at home. A panel of AJLSC members will share their expertise 

on books and software programs. Join Kathy Bloomfield of forWORDS, Ellen 
Cole, Librarian of Temple Isaiah's Levine Library and Chair ofthe Sydney Taylor 
Book Awards, and Abigail Yasgur, Director of the Jewish Community Library. 

JOIN US at 7:30 p.m. in the Sheila Sporn Library at Valley Beth Shalom, 15739 
Ventura Blvd. in Encino. The Library is in the main building, on the bottom floor. 

You can reach VBS via the 405 and 101 freeways or Ventura Boulevard; the syna-
gogue is on the comer of Densmore, west of Sepulveda and east of Hayvenhurst. If 

you get lost, call818-788-6000. The Temple offers parking in their lots. 



Library Light 
President's Message 

by Ronda Rose 

Last year at this time I wrote in this column asking you to help spread the word about our Los 
Angeles chapter of AIL to the community. I must thank each and everyone of you for helping 
make my wish a reality. Sue Greening, our membership vice-president, is the coordinator for the 
Five Valley Book Festival which will run for ten days in December (4th-14th) during Jewish 
Book Month. Michael Masliah is promoting our organization in the County library system as 
Judy Katz is doing for the City library system. 

In the beginning of October I met with Susan Kent Goldman, head of the Los Angeles Public 
Library, people from the Federation's Community Relations Committee and a delegation from 

Tel Aviv. The visitors from Tel Aviv were in Los Angeles to promote a networking project with libraries and schools 
in the Los Angeles area. I was very proud to represent all of you at this meeting. 

I would enjoy meeting our new members as soon as possible. Please feel free to contact me if I can be of any help to 
you. You can contact me through E-mail at frose@worldnet.att.net or at Temple Emanuel in Beverly Hills. The tele
phone is (310) 288-3737 extension 19. 

AJLSC Library Light is distributed free 
to AJLSC members. 

WRITE BEFORE YOU LIGHT THE 
HANUKKAH CANDLES! 

Deadline for the January issue is 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 15, 1997. 

We need all submissions by this date to 
publish timely. Submit articles on IBM 
compatible disks with print outs. 

Mail to: 
Ellen Cole, co-editor 

  
  

or 
E-mail to Enid Sperber 

 

Layout: Enid Sperber, co-editor 
Computer Consultant: Philip R. Gordon 

Permission to reprint is granted when 
credit is given to: 
"AAJLSC Library Light" with the 
exception of the Goodman 
article which needs express permission 
from the author. 

~ liBRARIANS : LAST CALL ~ 

Did you forget to renew? Please 
fill out the membership form on 
page 7. Mail it to Sue Greening at 
the address on the form or bring it 
with your dues check to the 
December 1st general meeting. 
Only current, paid-up members 
receive Library Light. Don't be 
cut off. Don't miss out. Plan to 
share programs, classes, advice 
and activities. RENEW YOUR 
MEMBERSIDP TODAY! 
~ . ~ 

We have one new institutional 
member. Welcome to the Weber 
Library of Adat Ari El. AJLSC 

Board member Lisa Handelman is 
the Day School Librarian 

there. 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

AJLSC: 
Mon. December 1, 1997 
Generr.l Meeting at VBS 
A Jewish Home Library 

SPECIAL EVENT 
December 4-14, 1998 
Five Valley Book Festival 

Mon. January 12, 1998 
Board Meeting at Sue Greening's 

Mon. February 2, 1998 
General Meeting at the UJ 
Web Sites 

Mon. March 9, 1998 
Board Meeting at University Synagogue 

Mon. March 30, 1998 
General Meeting for April 
at the Jewish Community Library 
Rare Books 

AJL: 
Future Conventions in 
Philadelphia: June 1998 
Florida: June 1999 
Washington, DC : June 2000 



BOOKS PROMOTE DREAMS 
by Ellen Cole 

Celebrate Zionism's lOOth anniversary by reading about it. No, I'm not trying to 
discourage your patrons with (yawn) history, biography, anti-Semitic politics and 
old bores from Basle in August 1897. Au contraire! I'm offering enlightenment 
through delicious fiction. I hold out The Beggars Cup by Eric Blau and solicit your 
gift for your readers: a superb introduction to Theodor Herzl, his dream and its ram
ifications. 

Foibles and fun fill this novel set in the 1970's. The structure makes cold facts warm, and offers Herzl as the twice-buried protagonist, 
but not the main character. Herzl enters through a screwball Hollywood movie deal. Morris Cohen (Moe to his friends) decides to 
assuage his survivor guilt with an art film about Herzl (Dori to his friends) because, feverish in the forests of Holocaust Poland, Moe 
was saved by a vision of the natty Herzl. Who does Moe pick to write this Jewish magnum opus? Natch, a Gentile. Screenwriter 
Zachary Barthelmes accepts for the money. Sent by Moe to retrace Herzl's steps, Zachary is captivated, then obsessed with Herzl's 
transformation from boulevard dandy to fanatic nationalist on a wild mission. 

As Zachary discovers Herzl he uncovers his own complicated past. The ultimate goy fmds he is part Jewish. Zachary's Baptist girl 
friend encourages his Judaism and makes her own dramatic discoveries. Their love story twines with Herzl's life in a moving sec
ondary theme of Jewish identity, doubt and faith. Researching Herzl in Israel exposes them to the tough issues splitting the country 
after the Yom Kippur war, issues which resonate still. Shopping the script provides shocking assessments of Herzl and visceral 
Christian attitudes about Jews. 

Zachary's drive to make the movie about Herzl becomes as impassioned as Herzl's to make a Jewish homeland, and a lot more hilar
ious. The dual plots advance through movie scenarios and conversations. The superb lines come smoothly from author Blau, a play
wright famous for Jacques Brei is Alive and Well and Living in Paris. This novel began as a screenplay following the suggestion of 
an Israeli general that Blau write about Zionism. The movie deal floundered; Blau rewrote Dori as a play, then a musical, then a con
certo in a cathedral. When all the above bombed he rewrote as a novel, and what a successful, charming, fresh, funny work it is. 

The historical Herzl is a fabulous character. A spoiled fop who doted on his mother, abhorred his wife and sired three children who 
all met tragic ends, he is more fm de (19th) siecle than 20th century victim of dysfunctional family. An idle Viennese journalist, gal
vanized by the Dreyfus affair, he startled the world with his vision of a homeland for the Jews and convinced others through his writ
ings. He pulled PR stunts with kings, sultans and millenarian fundamentalists. He considered Uganda as a locale. He made only one 
visit to Palestine. An assimilated Jew he pushed his co-religionists throughout the Diaspora to face nationality. 

Combining two determined quests, Herzl's Zion and Zachary's script for Moe's movie, gives Blau the opportunity to create pointed 
satire about politics, art, identity and love. The Beggars Cup offers rich rewards in reading : what better way to mark a hundred year 
dream-come-true. 

The Beggars Cup by Eric Blau. New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1993. 326 p. $23. ISBN: 0-679-42557-8. 

Dearest Friends and Colleagues, 

In humility and with my most heartfelt gratitude, I take this opportunity to express my appreciation to each and every
one of you for the magnificent tribute extended to me by your presenting me with the Dorothy Schroeder Award. The 
program, the honor, and your personal good wishes and contributions to the Dorothy Schroeder Memorial Fund are 
memories that are eternally etched on my heart and soul. I hope and pray that I shall always prove worthy of your trib
ute and honor and that, together with my esteemed colleagues, shall merit the privilege and responsibility that go with 
being a Dorothy Schroeder Award recipient. May we all be inscribed in the Book of Life for a meaningful and pro
ductive year, filled with good health, joy and peace for Israel and all mankind. 

Shalom u-ve'racha, 

Adaire Klein 



Library Light 
INSTITUTIONAL MEMBERSHIPS OF AJLSC 

1997-98 

ADAT ARIEL 
Weber Library 

ANNE FRANK MEMORIAL LIBRARY 

BRANDEIS - BARDIN INSTITUTE 
House of the Book- Molle Library 

BRENTWOOD SCHOOL -WEST CAMPUS 

JEWISH COMMUNITY liBRARY 

CONGREGATION NER TAMID OF SOUTH BAY 

HEBREW UNION COLLEGE 
Frances Henry Library 

KADIMA HEBREW ACADEMY 

KEHILLAT MA'ARAV 

SEPHARDIC TEMPLE TIFERETH ISRAEL 
Levy Sephardic Library 

SIMON WIESENTHAL CENTER LIBRARY 
AND ARCHIVES 

SINAI TEMPLE 
Blumenthal Library 

STEPHEN S. WISE TEMPLE 
Jack and Mildred Diener Memorial Library 

TEMPLE ALIYAH 

TEMPLE BAT YAHM 

TEMPLE EMANUEL 
Temple Emanuel Library 

TEMPLE ISAIAH 
Levine Library 

TEMPLE ISRAEL OF HOLLYWOOD 
Corwin Library 

TEMPLE JUDEA 
Paul Rubenstein Library 

TEMPLE MENORAH 
Temple Menorah Library 

UNIVERSITY SYNAGOGUE 
Kleiner Library 

VALLEY BETH SHOLOM DAY SCHOOL 
Sheila Sporn Library 

IN MEMORIAM 

Two famous authors died in the same week. Their prolific and suc
cessful bodies of work included best selling Jewish novels. AJLSC 
mourns the passing of Harold Robbins, A Stone for Danny fisher, 
on October 14, 1997 and James Michener, The Source and Poland, 
on October 16, 1997. May their memories be a blessing. 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

SCHROEDER FUND DONATIONS RECEIVED 
WITH THANKS FROM: 

Ellen Cole in memory of Joseph Gottesman, husband 
of Sidney Taylor colleague and friend, Sandy 
Gottesman. 

Ellen Cole in honor of Judy Cohn-Stickgold's gracious 
help early Saturday morning on STA. 

Ellen and Marshall Cole in honor of Adaire Klein's 
speedy recovery. 

Ellen and Marshall Cole in honor of Susan Rosner's 
speedy recovery. 

Ellen Mark in honor of Ellen Cole's appointment as 
chair of the Sydney Taylor Book Awards. 

Gayle and David Schnaid in honor of the marriage of 
Ellen and Marshall Cole's son/stepson Ken. 

Gayle and David Schnaid in honor of Rachel and Paul 
Glasser's son's engagement. 

Gayle and David Schnaid in honor of Adaire Klein's 
speedy recovery. 

Enid Sperber in honor of Rae Finegood's sage advice 
on library fundraising 

DON'T FORGET THE SCHROEDER FUND 
Tribute cards support the Dorothy Schroeder Memorial Fund which provides incentive 
awards to those who make significant contributions to Judaic Librarianship, convention trav
el and education class grants. Donations are easily made to Adaire by mail to the Wiesenthal 
Center or E-Mail to: aklein@wiesenthal.com. Please make your checks out to the Dorothy 
Schroeder Memorial Fund, not AJLSC; the bank accounts are different. 



WHY THE INTERNET FOR JUDAICA LIBRARIES? Part 4 
by Barbara leff 

Continuing the series, this article focuses on how to find resources on the World Wide Web. 
There are many ways to search the Web ... 

1. Search by the actual address, known as the URL (Uniform Resource Locator) which is the standard format to address 
information. Searching by URL is easy-- just key in "http:// ... " address in the appropriate field-- named URL, Locator, 
Location, Address, or another similar term (in one of the menus). If the Web address doesn't work, try adding the prefix 
"http://" or "http://www." Also, before relying on a Web site, check when last updated-- a current site will usually include 
a date. Please refer to my first and third articles in this series, esp. the useful URL's on the AJL Home Page: 

http://aleph.lib.ohio-state.edu/www/ajl.html 

Another good source for Jewish information is the Maven: 

http:/ /www.maven.co.il 

If you have Diane Romm's The Jewish Guide to the Internet. then be sure to check 
her updates at: 

http:/ /www.uscj .org/metny/bellmobj/jnet.htm 

Try Jewish Education Online -- San Francisco Bureau of Jewish Education -- for anno
tated video lists and curricular materials, among other things-- (some of their pages are 
still in development) http://www.slip.net/~bjesf 

2. Search by keywords or phrases. This is complicated, usually takes more time than you expect, and often may not 
retrieve what you want. There are more than 100 search tools. Most have created their own internal databases by using 
robots and/or humans. Expect to use several search engines when you do a search. Search tools are usually divided into 
three groups: Search directories, search engines, and meta search engines. To access, place the name in the search field 
or refer to lists of search engines. 

a. Search directories: Directories are organized by categories, in a hierarchical model. For example, when you 
go to the directory known as Yahoo and explore its categories, you'll eventually fmd the Judaica component with 
this URL: http://www.yahoo.com/Society _and_ Culture/Religion/Judaism/ 

Yahoo has many humans working on it, so it may be more selective. Many librarians start with Yahoo when doing 
a search-- perhaps less 'hits' but often more relevant. Other directories are: Infomine, WWW Virtual Library. 

b. Search engines: Search engines each have their own search criteria and retrieval methods, among other things. 
The best way to get to know each search engine is to read its sections on 'advance searching.' Be aware that they 
are updated constantly -- so that a search this week may yield different results next week -- not only because of 
additions or deletions of data but also because their search methodology may have been changed. Some give sum
maries, rate the results, and give access to similar articles. Many librarians favor Alta Vista, Infoseek. Others: 
Excite, Lycos, Magellan, HotBot 

c. Meta search engines: These do not maintain their own databases, but rather search the databases of other search 
engines and directories. The results are collated and duplicates are eliminated. This is not a panacea because, with 
no search engine format standards, these searches are better for some but worse for others, so the results are 
uneven. You can do the same search twice and get different results. An example of a meta search engine is Meta 
Crawler. 

The best way to learn about search tools is to use them, do comparative studies, and keep current with the evaluations by 
library schools and others. Here are some very helpful evaluative pages: 

http:/ /www.curtin.edu.au/curtin/library/staffpages/gwpersonaVsenginestudy/ 
http://issfw.palomar.edu/Library/TGSEARCH.HTM 

[Note: If you're online via AOL, know that AOL maintains its own database of what you can access.] 
[Special thanks to Internet workshops at USC Leavey Library and UCLA Library School.] 



Library Light 
INDULGE IN PEOPLE OF THE BOOK 

by Ellen Cole 

Enter the world of books through people who create them. Grab the chance to get "up close and personal" with 
authors from December 4 to 14 at the exciting Five Valley Jewish Book Festival called the People OJ The Book. This 
LA first marks Jewish Book Month with 25 spectacular programs starring 40 speakers at 13 locations and a 10 day book 
sale of thousands of new Jewish titles. 
The Jewish Community Centers of Greater LA devel
oped the festival led by the West Valley JCC and 
sponsored by supporting organizations in the San 
Fernando, Conejo, Simi, Santa Clarita and Antelope 
Valleys. Co-sponsors include AJLSC. Our board 
member, Sue Greening, Librarian of the Rosenkrantz 
Library of the WVJCC, is the co-ordinator ofthe 
entire festival. She worked endless hours, directed 
meetings, printed the brochure, organized programs, 
details, volunteers and book sales. Involved AJLSC 
members included Fran Shuster on the Steering 
Committee; Ellen Cole, Gayle Schnaid and Fran Shuster on the Book Selection Committee; Susan 
Dubin and Martha Globerman, chairs of Children Are Authors; and Abigail Yasgur on the Cyberfest 
committee. 

This festival has something bookish, something Jewish for everyone. Writers who are rabbis, 
scholars, comedians, lawyers, historians, culinary wizards, journalists, artists, computer junkies 
and children combine for a rich plunge into Jewish letters. AJLSC hosts the preview round table 
on building a home Jewish library, December 1st at Valley Beth Shalom. Michael Bar-Zohar, 
author of the powerful L'Oreal expose, Bitter Scent, opens the festival December 4th at the 
WVJCC. 

Mystery reigns at the Skirball Museum with the best selling Kellermans (Dec. 7). Cook 
books sizzle there (Dec.ll) and at the WVJCC (Dec. 7). Adults and children can indulge in 
the cyberfest, meet 10 children's authors at a book signing and hear about Jewish athletes (all 
Dec.l4). Children' events include Sammy Spider author Sylvia Rouss (Dec 5.), character 
breakfast (Dec.7), reading pajama party (Dec.ll) and a Children Are Authors pro
gram. By writing their own books, as individual or religious or day school pro
jects, youngsters gain a hands-on appreciation for authorship. Children write fic
tion or non-fiction on the topic "People of the Book" and illustrate their work. 
Books go on display at the WVJCC! 

Comedian Rabbi Bob Alper tickles funny bones (Dec.6). Authors of the popular 
movement/meditation program offer two sessions, (Dec.8am and Dec. lOpm). Ed 
Zerin tells how you explain Judaism to your non-Jewish neighbor (Dec.7). Writing
rabbis Gordis, Schulweis, Wolpe and Zeldin project your Jewish identity into the 21st 
century (Dec. 8). Caty Konigsberg protects your Jewish life in college (DeclO). Hear 
famous author Lawrence Kushner, nine times published Festival Scholar-in-Residence 

(Dec.l2-14), 
Further programs spotlight Jewish books on poetry, kabbalah, spirituality, sex, 

memory, Holocaust legacies, feminism, Sephardic and Western history. West side and 
valley synagogues host programs. Look for brochures at your synagogues. Check 
places, dates, times, on-site baby sitting openings and reservations by calling 818-587-
3619. 



Library Light 
What are your plans for Jewish Book Month? 

Guest Authors? Speakers? Contests or Read-a-Thons? Celebrity Readers? 
Swinging Parties in the Library Halls? Staid Dinners with Publishers? Other? 

Write to Library Light. We'll compile a city-wide Journal on activities. Due Date is December 1st. (Yes, we know this 
is in the middle of JBM, but we are sure you will know what you are doing by then!) Fill in this questionnaire or (our 
mouths to God's ears) bring your article on a disk to the General Meeting at VBS. Can't make the meeting? Mail it to 
Ellen Cole or E-mail it to Enid Sperber (Revital@AOL.com) Thanks! 

WHAT'S UP 
AJLSC HOSTS FETE AT CSLA 
Masterminded by Board Member Sharon Blumenstein, AJLSC will host a bring-your-own
brown-bag lunch for librarians at the California School Library Association Conference in 
Pasadena on Thursday, November 20. The fete invites those interested in working in 
Judaic librarianship to learn about our dyriamo chapter with our listserv, conferences, con
tinuing education classes, publications and programs. Sharon's LM_NET invitation 
requested guests meet in front of the message board near the registration counter and RSVP 
on her email (shablu@AOL.com.). She hopes all AJLSC members at CSLA will attend, 
wearing our sunny chapter badges created by President Ronda Rose for national conventions. 

AMY GOLDENBERG EXHIBITS AT LOCAL ART SHOW 
Board Member Amy Goldenberg is one of the contemporary artists chosen to display their works at the Brandeis-Bardin 
Institute show, "Shelter- Artists create for the Sukkah." Hannah Kuhn, Librarian of the Institute's Molle Library is the 
exhibition assistant. Amy's art is on display in the Brandeis-Bardin Gallery in Simi Valley until December 7, 
Wednesday to Friday by appointment and Saturday and Sunday, noon to 5pm. 

OFFICIAL US REPORT ON SWISS GOLD AVAILABLE 
Board Member Michael Masliah announces that the Culver City Library, an official depository of Government 
Documents, has the newly released government report on the Swiss Gold investigation. The two volume paperback set 
called "US and Allied Efforts to Recover and Restore Gold and Other Assets Stolen or Hidden by Germany During 
World War II"was published in May 1997. The document, co-ordinated by Stuart E. Eizenstat, was prepared by William 
Z. Slainy, the Historian of the State Department. Librarians can order this hot publication from the Government Printing 
Office. The main volume costs $21 and the appendix, $24. There is a GPO Bookstore at Arco Plaza, 505 Flower Street; 
phone 213-239-9844. You can order from the GPO in Washington, DC via phone: 202-512-1800 or fax: 202-512-2250. 
You can visit Michael at his county library branch and borrow the report. 

WIESENTHAL CENTER ANNOUNCES SECOND TOLERANCE BOOK AWARD 
AJLSC Member Adaire Klein, the Director of Library and Archival Services for the Wiesenthal Center proudly 
announces the winners of the Museum of Tolerance Book Award. The second annual "Once Upon A Book Award" for 
outstanding children's tolerance literature is a tie between a Southern Californian and a South African. Tony Johnston's 
The Wagon (Tambourine Books) and Eleinor Batezat Sisulu's The Day GoGo Went to Vote (Little, Brown) share the cash 
prize graciously endowed by author Sonia and Lloyd Levitin and their family. Judges for this years competition were 
Michael Cart, children's book writer/reviewer and former director of the Beverly Hills Library; Virginia Walter of the 
UCLA School of Library Science and Luiz Herrera, Director of the Pasadena Public Library. The awards were present
ed Sunday afternoon, November 2 in the Peltz Theater of the Museum of Tolerance. 



Continued from Page I As I grew older, my favorite Jewish fiction included Chaim Grade's tale of communal and family 
politics, Rabbis and Wives; George Eliot's brilliant and earnest Daniel Deronda, which is, of course, 
Jewish in its themes and characters, although not in its author; Tillie Olsen's "I Stand Here 
Ironing," with its rhythmic, agonized memories of a mother's struggles to raise her daughter; 
Cynthia Ozick's nuanced and heartbreaking stories, "The Laughter of Akiva" and "Rosa." But 
when I think of my favorite Jewish book, I realize that one text has remained with me through all the stages 
of my life--from earliest days before I could read until now. That book is the siddur-- the classic' edition enti
tled The Prayer Book for Sabbaths and Festivals, compiled and translated by Philip Birnbaum with simplic
ity and elegance (in contrast to the cluttered, pietistic Artscroll edition, which I detest). Through years of 
Shabbes services I have sat reading, davening, and daydreaming with the siddur open before me. I have sung 
along in Hebrew, and also spenthours reading silently in English, contemplating the Psalms, so full of ener
gy and grace: "Praise the Lord! ... He heals the brokenhearted, and binds up their wounds, He counts the num
ber of stars, and gives a name to each ... he gives snow like wool; he scatters hoar-frost like ashes. He casts 
forth his ice like crumbs; who can stand before his cold? He sends forth his word and melts them .... " These 
are ideas delicious to the imagination. On every page of the siddur are songs to sing and images on which to 
meditate. It is a book of windows, each offering a view of heaven and earth. 

My Hebrew is good enough for me to understand prayers I know well through repetition, but I must 
read much of the siddur in English in order to understand the language fully. During services I sit 
with Hebrew and English on facing pages, and I enjoy moving between two languages, hearing Hebrew 
aloud and following in English silently. My ears are filled with Hebrew words and my eyes follow the 
English text. No other book offers this rich reading experience, this in-betweenness, half-listening, half
dreaming, half-Hebrew, half-English. I have spent a thousand dreamy Shabbes mornings sitting with the sid
dur. It is a table spread before me, and a cup overflowing. It refreshes my soul. 

No further reprints without the express pemrission of the author. 

CSLA CONFERENCE HAS AJlSC PRESENTERS 
by Susan Dubin 

The California Library Association, formerly called CMLEA, will hold its annual convention in Pasadena on November 

19-22. There are many work shops of interest to school librarians. On Thursday, November 20, one will be given by 

two of our members: Susan Dubin and Stacy Rubin. The title of their presentation is "I Am Woman; Hear Me Roar" 

and it will highlight children's literature with strong female protagonists. 

Susan and Stacy will booktalk several picture books and middle grade novels including Judaic titles, Lydia Queen of 

Palestine and Letters from Rivka. In addition to the book talks, Susan and Stacy will give suggestions for integrating 
these books into the curriculum using reading, writing, art and multimedia resources. Internet sites which relate to 
female gender roles will be noted and ideas for library projects revolving around female roles in society will be present

ed. 

The workshop by Susan and Stacy will provide the tools to create a literature curriculum emphasizing multicultural, 
multi-ethnic examples of females portrayed as self-sufficient, resourceful characters in picture books, easy readers and 
novels. For information on the conference call Catherine Skapura at . 



Library Lig_ht 
Hirsch Captivates October Meeting 

With Judaica Ibero-Americana 

The darkened room - the better to see the slides my dear - could not hide the speaker's 
delight in his subject as he discussed his latest trip to South America. David Hirsch's 
report of his spring search for Jewish bibliographic material for UCLA proved that even 
journeys of 80,000 leagues result in six degrees of separation (he met Egyptians settled in 
Columbia who knew his friends in Egypt). David's patience (lots of rain, weekly plane 
service), wit (if it's not Einstein, it's Herzl, for names of Jewish parochial schools attended 
by many non-Jews) and lively curiosity (why does the synagogue have a sand floor?) 
introduced him to fascinating Jews in seven countries who showered him with periodicals 
rich in local Jewish lore, some of it administered by non-Jewish librarians. 

David's interesting, humane and wide ranging talk introduced many facts from the oldest 
South American Jewish community in Cura9ao where Jewish history is written in Dutch, 
English, Spanish and Papiamento, the native language, to the World War II Jewish farming 
communities established by the Dominican Republic dictator Trujillo who successfully 
worked with the Joint Distribution Committee to pay for land and visas to save Jews from 
concentration camps in 1940. The dairy farms and sausage factories are still there. In Suriname David macheted his 
way through the jungle to find a 16th century synagogue and tombstones. Less than 100 Jews are left in this center orig
inated by Dutch immigrants who constructed synagogues with sand floors to remind them of wandering in the desert. 

In Bogota David met Jews thrilled to find someone who could speak Yiddish and introduced him to their fledgling 
Yiddish Theater group. Most communities are so small they have spiritual leaders rather than rabbis, but larger cities 
have rabbis. David attended a Bar Mitzvah followed by a lavish party with three feet high ice sculptures and Purim ser
vices where well behaved children made noise and became quiet on rabbinical cue. Many immigrant Jews married 
native partners and raised their children as Jews, leading to tolerant but not uniform conversion/inclusion policies, decid
ed rabbi by rabbi. 

Sephardic and Askenazic are not the only divisions. In Suriname the president of the Jewish Community has the Coca 
Cola concession; in El Salvador his counterpart has Pepsi. Listeners learned much about the rich blend of Dutch, 
Spanish, German, Polish, Syrian and Moroccan immigrants to Ecuador, Colombia, Suriname, Cura9ao, the Dominican 
Republic, El Salvador and Honduras. For information on various countries and news of the Caribbean Jewish Congress, 
see Hirsch's web site: www.Lib.UCLA.EDU/libraries/URL/Colls/judaica/index.htm. The information includes a bibliog
raphy of Latin American Jewish Sources. 

* MAZEl TOV to: * 
* Jennifer Handy on her new position as part-time Librarian at Kadima Hebrew Academy in Woodland Hills. 

* Adaire and Manny Klein on their 40th wedding anniversary on August 25, 1997! 

* Barbara Leff on her appointment as chair of the Library Committee of the Jewish Community Library. Her 
committee includes Suzi Dubin, Rita Frischer, Adaire Klein and Ronda Rose from AJLSC. 



WANDERING JEWS, WANDERING BOOKS 
by Abigail Yasgur 

Director Jewish Community, Peter M. Kahn Memorial Library 

CHECK US OUT AROUND TOWN! 

Even though the Jewish Community Library has temporarily closed its doors at 6505 to pack and relocate, our presence 
will still be felt throughout the community! Look for our kick off of Jewish Book Month with an author reception and 
booksigning, co-sponsored with the Martyr's Memorial. Stay with us throughout Jewish Book Month (November 24 -
December 24) for storytimes, a day at the West Valley Jewish Book Festival and as proud co-sponsors of Simon 
Wiesenthal's "Once Upon A World Storytelling" Series. The Kahn Library looks forward to reopening (site unknown as 
we go to press) in the near future to serve your pedagogic and literary needs. For information about the following, con
tact Abigail Yasgur at  

CHECK OUT OUR EVENTS! 

11-20-97 
Thursday 
6:30p.m. 

11-23-97 
Sunday 
2:00p.m. 

12-7-97 
Sunday 
4:00p.m. 

12-14-97 
Sunday 
2:00p.m. 

12-14-97 
Sunday 
All day 

12-21-97 
Sunday 
2:00p.m. 

1-11-98 
Sunday 
2:00p.m. 

Jewish Community Library & Martyr's Memorial 
Jewish Book Month, Author reception, booksigning 
Beverly Hills Public Library 

Jewish Community Library, co-sponsor 
"Once Upon A \Vorld" 
Simon Wiesenthal Center- Storytelling Program 

Jewish Community Library 
Jewish Book Month Storytime Series with David Ackerman 
Library - Pressman Academy 

Jewish Community Library 
Jewish Book Month Storytime Series with Ellen Cole 
Beverly Hills Public Library 

Jewish Community Library 
WV People of the Book Festival 
West Valley Jewish Community Center 

Jewish Community Library 
Jewish Book Month Storytime Series with Devorah Spilman 
Beverly Hills Public Library 

Jewish Community Library 
"Literary Salon" - Jonathan Kirsch 
Beverly Hills Public Library 

Job Offered: 

Part time librarian 
needed to set up small 
Talmud Torah library. 
Fluent Hebrew not nec
essary as most of the 
books are in English. 
Call Ephraim Niehaus 
in the evening at  
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