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Why the Internet for Judaica Libraries? 
by Barbara Leff, retired Library Director, 
Stephen S. Wise T~mple, Los Angeles 

In light of declining library budgets, 
why should small Judaica libraries 
lobby for money to buy a computer, 
software, and modem, to gain 
access to the Internet? 

The simplest answer is that, like a 
book, the Internet will provide 
access to Jewish information--but 
unlike a book, which is limited to 
whatever is within the physical 
bonds of the cover -- the Internet is 
boundless, it crosses time and 
space, information can be literally at 
your fingertips almost mstantly, ana 
the future of this information source 
is beyond imagination! 

Is the Internet the panacea? 
... No absolutely not. 
Will it replace books? 
... I don't think so -- at least not in 

my lifetime. 
Will it replace some book contents? 
.. .Yes, along with CD-ROMS --

indexes, other lists. 
Can I always depend upon it when I 
need it? 
... Regretfully no-- not yet-- but that 

doesn't diminish its usefulness. 

I've been asked to write a column 
about the Internet. I can only scratch 
the surface here. To really learn about 
the Internet, you must take a class or 
do extensive reading and experimen
tation on your own. To World Wide 
Web (WWW) is the place to start 
because it is an easy-to-use graphical 
interiace tu many internet resources. 
You can learn to use WWW (those 
"http://Www" addresses you've been 
hearing about) in a few minutes -- but 
it takes time to learn to search terms 
to use a card catalog. (For example, 
my quick and unplanned search of 
WWW for "Jerusalem" found 
11,000.000+ hits!) 

Simply stated, the Internet is a 

network of networks. Textual data 
(information) travels through these 
networks just as your voice travels 
through a telephone network. WWW 
allows data in the form of text, 
pictures, sound and moving images to 
travel through Internet networks and 
be linked to other WWW sites with the 

click of a 'mouse'. Many indexes and 
search tools have been developed in 
order to find all of this data. Because 
the Internet grew exponentially without 
an advance plan, indexes are being 
created after the fact and vary in their 
ability to find things. This is where a 
librarian's knowledge and skills will 
excel and be essential for the future 
use of the Internet. 

... see INTERNET pg. 3 

l1DD1SH REV1VRt SWEEPS ~JL.SC 
AJLSC keeps up with the latest craze as it investigates publishing in the hottest language revival around the globe: 
Yiddish. Paul Malevitz, Instructor at LA Community College and a Yiddish interpreter for AT&T will speak at the next 
general meeting, Tuesday (yes, Tuesday NOT Monday), November 12, 1996. 

Malevitz picked Yiddish as his passion long before its current flourishing. His father, born in Belarus, spoke it as his 
first language and his Chicago-born mother learned YK!dish from her parents. A trip to 

Israel as a teenager led to paternal cousins who knew no English. Forced to communi
cate in Yiddish, Malevitz realized he was better than he thought and hooked. On his 
return to the US, our headliner joined a Yiddish speaking youth group and published 
short stories in their journal. While there he met his wife, also a Yiddish enthusiast. 

Educated in LA (Fairfax High, Cal State LA and the U.J.) as well as Jerusalem and 
New York, Malevitz promises current and background information on Yiddish publish
ing. AJLSC promises colleagues and nibbles. Circle the date and join fellow members 
and friends at Temple Emanuel, 8844 Burton Way, Beverly Hills. The largest cross 
streets are Robertson or Doheny. 
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
by Ronda Rose 

Jewish Book Month is beginning and we are fortunate to have many new books to introduce to our clien
tele. I have just finished Harriet Rochlin's The Refonner's Apprentice, a novel set in 19th century San 
Francisco. We are lucky to have Harriet as a local writer. Another local, Jewish writer, Sonia Levitin, plans 
appearances in bookstores during November; still another Jewish writer, Jane Breskin Zalben, will once 
again be in Southern California during Jewish Book Month. 

I realize many of our member libraries are planning special events to celebrate Jewish Book Month. 
Please plan ahead. Take pictures and submit your library's activities so that all our members can glean 
new ideas for next year. I feel that one of the most important jobs we can have is networking. We gain so 
much from each other. 

I am asking you to help spread our organization's name and good works to other communities. We need 
to publicize our events. We need to inform others in both the educational and religious fields of our activi
ties so that they can understand the benefits of AJLSC. With this effort, we will increase the membership 
of AJLSC and AJL and create a stronger group to support all our libraries. 

W!ESENTHAL CENTER ANNOUNCES 
TOLERANCE BOOK AWARD WINNER 

A School for Pompey Walker wins the first annual Once Upon A 
World Book Award for outstanding children's literature with the 
themes of tolerance and diversity. Written by Michael Rosen and 
illustrated by Aminah Brenda Lynn Robinson, the story recounts a 
slave's successful struggle for freedom and his actions, once 
free, to aerail slavery. The author and illustrator are familiar for 
Elijah's Angel, winner of the National Jewish Book Award; 
Pompey Walker topped competition from close to 40 entries, 
judged oy Michael Cart, a children's book writer and reviewer and 
a forme·· director of the Beverly Hills Library; Peninnah Schram, 
author and storyteller; and Shirlee Taylor Haizlip, author of the 
adult book, The Sweeter the Juice, which won the Tolerance 
Book Award in the Wiesenthal New York division. 

Like Thomas Hardy's Mayor of Casterbridge and Gay Courter's 
Flowers in the Blood, this fiction germinated from a newspaper 
accoun:. in this case, of an Ohio man's experience. Wiesenthal 
Center Librarian and AJLSC member Adaire Klein shared a 
secret when she announced the winners. A rough map in the 
book de:1otes the hardly-if-ever-mapped hamlet of Chillichothe, 
Ohio wnere Adaire lived as a child. The award and its $1000 
cash pnze was presented Sunday afternoon, October 27th in the 
Peltz Tneater of the Museum of Tolerance. 
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WORDS ARE POWERFUL 
PEOPLE ARE VULNERABLE 

Life is on the Wire is a collection of sermons by Temple 
Isaiah's guest Rabbi, Norman B. Mirsky. This slim pa
perback offers the pleasure of privately reading rather 
than publicly hearing liberal Jewish ethics. It is a one on 
one intimate experience that turns speech to articulate 
essay with focused, personal touch. You can choose 
when to read; what topic to consider; how long to stick 
with it. Here is delight rather than dutiful need to listen 
when Rabbi stands up on cue during services. 

The writing is clear, reflecting the verbal origin of the 
collection. Direct language delivers intellectual rumina
tions with warmth and humor. You can trace the clever 
development of an idea through unusual channels. You 
can wonder at the deduction of relevant meanings from 
esoteric biblical rules. Surprises blossom from passages 
in the Tanach we drone through, then forget. What a 
treat to be emotionally moved as you learn. 

The content is strong. Short essays induce thought, 
arouse feelings. Rabbi Mirsky demands we risk rela
tionships, dare loving, stop withholding, start connect
ing, insist our children learn God loves them. He warns 
about confusing tradition with truth and trading faith for 
scientific reliance. He challenges us to use religion as a 

INTERNET con't from pg.1 

by Ellen G. Cole 

crutch. He insists waiting for guarantees results in miss
ing out on life, with other people and especially with 
God. 

The book is poignant because the author is always 
aware, never aloof. He proves homiletics are effective 
when skillful, and success requires neither pedantry nor 
bombast. Mirsky's talent in finding themes where oth
ers fear to tread. As his insight draws the individual to 
the universal, he supports us despite our failings and 
encourages our potential. 

Rabbi Mirsky is the rare combination of brilliant thinker 
and humane observer. His exhortations well from deep 
thinking and loving consideration. He nudges us to self
examination by openness about himself. Moral les
sons are framed in anecdotes or pivotal personal expe
riences. His sensitive perceptions incorporate new goals. 
His amusing, accurate descriptions produce palatable 
truths. He is a genius and a mench. His writing is thought 
provoking, moving and good! 

Life is on the Wire by Rabbi Norman B. Mirsky. West Hills, 
CA : Pastoral Services. 1996. 127 p. pb. $15. 
ISBN: 09-14615-22-X 

There is much Jewish information on the Internet-- about holidays, Torah portions, Holocaust, Israel, museums, Ask the 
Rabbi, etc. etc. The Internet excels for current information. (I learned about Yrtzhak Rabin's assassination before it was 
announced on the radio, TV, or in newspapers.) 

We'll continue this discussion next time. For now, know that the Internet and WWW are serendipitous --you never know 
what to expect. Here are just a few reliable WWW addresses that were accurate at the time of this writing, and might be 
fun for you to "surf". The 'address' is called URL --Uniform Resource Locator. Be sure to copy the URL accurately. 

Association of Jewish Libraries -- http://aleph.lib.ohio-state.edulwww/ajl.html 
Dead Sea Scrolls (Hebrew Univ. of Jerusalem)·· http://unixware.mscc.huji.acil/-orion/rion.html 
Israeli Government·· http://www.israel.org 
Jerusalem One·· http://jer1co.il 
Jerusalem Post Internet Edition·· http://www.jpost.co.il 
Judaism and Jewish Resources-· http://shamash.nysernet.org/trb/judaism.html 
Shamash Project- http://shamash.nysernet.prg 
Simon Weisenthal Center •• http:www.weisenthal.com 
Yahoo (Jewish links)·· http://www.yahoo.com/Society and Culture/Religion/Judaism 
And·· to search keyword, topic, etc., try·· http://www.search.com 
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Schroeder Fund Grows 

Tribute cards support the Dorothy Schroeder Memorial Fund which provides 
incentive awards to those who make significant contributions to Judaic 
Librananship, convention travel and education class grants. Donations are 
easily made to Adaire by mail to the Wiesenthal Center or E-Mail to: 
aklein@w1esenthal.com. Please make your checks out to the Dorothy 
Schroeoer Memorial Fund, not AJLSC; the bank accounts are different. 

DONATIONS RECEIVED WITH THANKS FROM: 
Adaire Klein 
Rita Frischer 

Rachel Glasser 
Susan Dubin 

TRIBUTE CARD PURCHASES BY: 
Barbara Left Enid Sperber 

* MAZEL TOV TO: 
Fran Shuster on the exhibition of her needlework in the "Jerusalem 
3000" exhibit of the Pomegranate Guild of Judaic Needlework. This 
unique collection of 63 works of fiber art is on display at the Milken 
Jewish Community Center, 22622 Vanowen St, West Hills until Nov. 
25. Fran·s work was included in this exhibit when it opened in Wash
ington CC. This Southern California show is part of a national tour. 
Each faoric artist interprets an aspect of Jerusalem in an evocative 
way. Don't miss it. 

Abby Yasgur in her new position of Information Technology Specialist 
at the Jewish Community Library. As part of her new assignment, Abby 
will teac~ teachers how to use new technology. 

Joan Buchbinder in her new position as a librarian in the Day School 
Prograr. of VBS, Sheila Sporn Library. Joan will work with Susan 
Dubin. 

Rhonda and Fred Rose on becoming grandparents on October 4. Thai• ''ffit g*a"gh;;;;n;;~-;~·~~:;i•d g•andchild 
The Jewish Community Library will remain a lending library open 
to the puolic as well as an educational resource center. Our letters 
and calls to the Board and AJLSC members on the Library Review 
.Commmee proved worth the time and effort. * SPEEDY RECOVERY TO: 

Alma Pop, mother of our president, Ronda Rose. Ronda is in all our 
thoughts as she helps her mom recover from a long hospitalization and 
surgery. 

* BON VOYAGE TO: 
And saie journey to Gayle Schnaid on her trip to South Africa 



ROCHLIN APPEARANCE 
A HUGE HIT 

by Martha Globerman 
"Knowing about our past enables us to embrace our 
future." With that phrase in mind, the AJLSC program on 
September 9th at Sinai Temple Blumenthal Library featur
ing Harriet Rochlin proved to be an outstanding success. 
We were taken on a journey into the past via slides and 
commentary provided by Rochlin, learning the role that 
Jewish women played in the Gold Rush era and the years 
following. 

Rochlin is an author and historian whose book Pioneer 
Jews: A New Life in the Far West is in its seventh 
printing. Her newest work, The Reformer's Apprentice, is 
historical fiction, the first in a trilogy. Her slide presentation 
In a Rush: Jewish Women in the Early West is polished, 
sophisticated and brimming with historical, social, cultural 
and religious facts. The rare photos alternate between 
nostalgic and surprising. 

There were many members and guests in attendance at 
the delightiul evening. Congratuiat:.:ms to David Hirsch for 
putting the program together; and thanks to Rita Frischer 
for hosting the program at Sinai. 

ing meeting. 
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*Enid Sperber discov
ered the true end of the 
book in an August New 
York Times article. After 
a hot book store debut, a 
demotion to discount, 
further fall to remainder 
bins and finally a return 
to the publisher, comes 
the band-saw, literally. 
Discarded hardback 
books go to warehouses 
where a band-saw 
separates covers from 
paper. The paper is 

bundled into bails and sold to recycling mills. Some 
publishers ship the discards to mills; others destroy in 
house because they are leery of contractors who resell 
books they were hired to slip under the saw. 

******* 
*The hot movie, hot video PARTY GIRL is now a TV 
series. The show about a swinger by night who is a 
branch library clerk by day garnered good reviews 
because of its "good cast and good material". Will it help 
to see eacn work day as sitcom gold? 

******* 
*Should we rush to retrospective conversion? If yes, 
beware writer Nicholson Baker. He just sued the San 
Francisco Library (which opened a new, state of the art 
building six months ago in April) for recklessly discarding 
150,000 books based on condition rather than content 
and for rushing to trash its card catalog before the 
electronic/computer catalog is complete. At one public 
meeting, reported the LA Times, Baker called the city 
librarian a bloodless bean counter whose policies 
amounted to "a hate crime directed at the past." Baker is 
infamous in library circles for his 1994 New Yorker article 
attacking the pell-mell switch to online catalogs and the 
resulting loss of personality laced into cards librarians 
cared for over the ages. 

JEWISH COMMUNITY LIBRARY OFFERS LITERARY OUTREACH 
Friends of the Peter M. Kahn Library invite us to share in their wonderful new program. Kahn Librarian and AJLSC 
member Hava Ben-Zvi underlines this invitation and reminds us we need· reservations. Mark the dates below and call 
Hava at 213-852-3272. The programs cost $3 each. They begin at 1:30pm in the Board Room of the Jewish 
Community Building at 6505 Wilshire Boulevard. 

Sunday, November 24 
Sunday, January 12 
Sunday, March 9 
Sunday, April 6 
Sunday, June 22 

Rabbi Ed Feinstein 
Jonathan Kirsch 
Goldie Kahn 
Sabell Bender 
Mildred Simon 

A History of Hutzpah 
Forbidden Bible Texts 
The Lite of Emma Lazarus 
Highlights of Yiddish Theater/Pt II 
Israeli Women's Fiction 

PAGES 
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WELCOME NEW MEMBER 

Joel A. Tuchman, the new Cataloger and Judaic Reference Librarian at Sinai Temple's Blumenthal Library, is 
our new member. Joel crossed the country from Newton, Massachusetts. His fine credentials include a BA in 
psychology from Roger Williams College and an MAin industrial psychology from Fairleigh Dickinson Univer
sity. He received his MLS from the University of Rhode Island in 1995. Joel is a very special new member: 
he is second generation AJL, the son of Helene and Maurice Tuchman, who are respectively Librarian at the 
Lifson Library of Temple Emanuel in Newton Centre and Director of the Hebrew College Grossman Library in 
Brookline. Joel's parents belong to the Boston, MA chapter of AJL. Joel, as second generation you are our 
first! Welcome! 

II CLASS ACTS 
Continuing Education Chair, Susan Dubin, requests 
feed back on one day workshops. Her proposed 
first class would be on book repair. Other thoughts 
on topic, day, dates? call her at VBS to finalize 
scheduling. 

Cal State Fullerton's Extension continues to offer a 
full array of Library Computer courses. These 
focused courses help librarians automate; they are 
technological rather than Judaic. Classes vary from 
a single day session through sessions that require 
nine or ten meetings, all on the Fullerton campus. 
Students gain CEU credits for all classes, the 
number depending on the length of the class ses
sions. 

If you are interested in Fullerton classes on Local 
Area Networks for Libraries, Software Selection for 
the Library or Telecommunications Fundamentals tor 
Libraries, or a one day session (Tuesday, November 
26, 6 to 9pm} Creating Your Home Page for the 
World Wide Web, call714-773-3080 or FAX 714-
773-2088 to receive a bulletin and to register. Many 
of the classes will start in the spring semester . 

•••••••••••••••••••••• 
Thanks to Susan Dubin for hosting a session run 
by Scribe Software on retrospective conversion. 
Ellen Cole, Sue Greening and Ellen Mark joined 
three reprsentatives from Scribe in the VBS Sheila 
Sporn Library. 

PAGES 

Jewish Big Brothers offer grief support groups for 
children age 6 through 12. They provide a Jewish 
setting where youngsters can talk about and cope 
with their feelings of grief and loss. For more 
information call their Children's Bereavement 
program Coordinaior, Diane Gray at 213-852-1173, 
Ext. 20. 

Does anyone wish a copy of three classic student 
reference works: The New Jewish Encyclopedia, 
Ausubel's Book of Jewish Knowledge or the Junior 
Jewish Encyclopedia? If so, call Ellen Ruskin at 

. 
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ASSOCIATION OF JEWISH LIBRARIES OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 

Membership Form 

DATE ____________ __ 

NAME ___________________________________________ __ 

*HOME ADDRESS------------:----------~ 
city state zip street 

HOME PHONE ______________ __ HOME FAX ------------

INSTITUTION NAME----------------------

LIBRARY NAME-------------- YOUR TITLE-------

ADDRESS _______ ~-------------~-----------------~ city state zip street 

WORK PHONE---------- FAX NUMBER _______ _ 

E-MAIL ----------------

__ Enclosed is $20.00 for a personal membership (July 1, 1996 - June 30, 1997). 
_ Enclosed is $36.00 for institutional membership including one designated person 

(outside US please add $5.00) 

Please check: __ _.Personal Membership 
___ New Member 

__ _~.Institution/Library 
___ Renewing Member 

Please make checks payable to: Association of Jewish Libraries 
of Southern California 

and mail this form to: Sue Greening 

 

*All mailings will be sent to the home address of those holding Personal Memberships. 

REMINDER: Our status as a chapter of the national Association of Jewish 
Libraries requires that all local members hold national membership as well. 
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