
The Association of Jewish Libraries of Southern California 

AJLSC Hosts jerusalem3000 
AJL's First Western Regional Conference 

The Association of Jewish Libraries will hold a regional 
conference for the first time on the west coast on february 
18-19. 1996. In keeping with the current celebration of 
Jerusalem's 3000th birthday. the topics of the sessions 
scheduled during the day and a haH conference will all concern 
various aspects of Jerusalem 

Sessions will vary from 60 to 90 minutes and will include 
Storytelling. Jerusalem in .Midrashic Sources. Internet Sites for 
Jerusalem Lesson Plans and Teaching Materials. New 
Materials on Jerusalem Jerusalem in Stamps. Bulletin Boards 
and Displays for Jerusalem Rare Books and Manuscripts 
About Jet·usaiPm, Pl.rhli"'hi~ b.. ,.Te!'"'.!~=.!em. plus scree 

surprises. 

Speakers are well known librarians. teachers. authors. rabbis. 
and storytellers from Southern California The conference fee 
of $36.00 will include continental breakfast both mornings and 
lunch on Sunday. The Bureau of Jewish Education will grant 
in-service credit units for attendance. The conference will take 
place in Santa Monica at Kehilat Ma'arav. 1715 21st Street 
just south of Olympic Boulevard. 

AJLSC hopes to attract librarians from all of the western 
United States. Information will be mailed to AJL chapters in 
San francisco and San Diego and to individual members in 

Colorado, Arizona Washington. and Oregon Local members 
of AJLC::,C are offering home hospitality for out of town 
attendees. Public librarians and school librarians are invited to 
attend as well 

In keeping with AJLSC's promise to donate Judaic books to 
the Los Angeles Public Library ,system a representative of 
IAPL will be invited to attend and accept a donation of books 
on Jerusalem 

The conference will feature not only exciting workshops. but 
will also have a display of Jerusalem materials and on- going 

exhibits of current media The Israeli Consulate will provide 
materials that can be used by librarians and teachers. 

Detailed information about the conference will be mailed 
separately. so check your mailboxes. for more information. 
call Susan Dubin. Convention Chair. at  

Library Under Fire: Decision Up In The Air 
by Susan Dubin 

for the past year. the Jewish federation Council and its Bureau of Jewish Education have been 
studying the Jewish Community's Peter M Kahn Memorial Library through a committee 
specifically organized to make recommendations about this Library's future. Six librarians from 
AJLSC served on the committee which met regularly to discuss findings and suggestions. 

Rachel Glasser. Barbara Leff. Adaire f\lein. Rita frischer. Susan Dubin and Hava Ben Zvi 
were the local librarians who. along with members from the BJE and the federation Council. 

see fED ERA 110N. pg 3 



President's Message 
by Rachel K Glasser 

Jerusalem. the city of gold. is always in our hearts and minds. Three times a day in 
the Amidah we pray for the rebuilding of Jerusalem: under the marriage canopy we 
remember the destruction of the Temple in Jerusalem: when we thank God for our food. 
we pray for Jerusalem: most synagogues are built facing Jerusalem and we pray in that 
direction: and at the end of the Passover Seder. we say "Next Year in Jerusalem" 

Jerusalem is such an important part of our Jewish lives. both personally and 
professionally that it is most appropriate for AJLSC to devote this first regional 
conference to the theme of Jerusalem 3000. The effort and devotion which our 
members. led by conference chairperson Susan Dubin. have given to this important 
educational event can be compared to the intensity and care with which one prepares to 
make aliyah to Israel Both require much research and time. but most of all great love 
commitment 

As one who makes aliyah "up" to Jerusalem and Israel. may this special conference 
allow all of us reach greater heights of knowledge and understanding of Jerusalem! 

Jerusalem which is built as a city that 
fosters togetherness ... 

Inquire after the peace of Jerusalem: May 
those who love you enjoy serenity. 

-Psalm 122 

Instant Obsolescence 

The new Pentium Pro chip is reported to 
be almost three times faster than the Pentium. but requires a 32 bit operating syst~m like 
Windows 95. They're predicting it will replace the Pentium by 1988. Cmon guys. how 
are we going to buy books if we need to buy new computers every year! Slow it down. 
can't you? (SJL. 12/95) 

AJLSC's Yasgur Set To Speak 
"rmding God in the Stacks" will be an easy task if you attend the Ubra.rians' Session 

headlined by AJLSC board member Abigail Y asgur at the 17th annual Day School 
Educators Conference. Abigail. a librarian at the StephenS. Wise Temple Ubra.ry. will 
suggesl dissect and compare books that deal with children's relationship to God. Her 
session is one of 70 workshops offered at the February 16. 1996 conference at Valley 
Beth Shalom BJE which sponsors this day of learning and sharing for educators 
expects 550 participants. 
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Librar 
Remembering 
Evelyn Zusman 
by Rita Berman Frischer 

A few weeks ago. the Los Angeles 
Tunes ran an obituary for Evelyn 
Zusman. Jewish author and educator. who 
died in Brooklyn. her home before she 
moved to Los Angeles and became a 
teacher at Sinai Temple. 

The obituary set forth the facts - that 
Evelyn was a widow. mother. 
grandmother and great-grandmother: that 
she had been for 25 years a Hebrew 
School teacher in Brooklyn and then for 
many more years. here at Sinai Temple. 

But it couldn't describe how enthusiasm 
lit up her face whenever she spoke of 
Judaism how when she told a story every 
image came aiive. how chiiciren crowded 
around her wherever she went how hard 
she worked on and how much pride she 
took in the impressive Alef consecration 
cantatas her classes presented annually 
under her direction. 

Evelyn Zusman also authored several 
books. A Book ofPrayer for junior 

G:mgregations. which she wrote 
with Hyman Chanover. was in two 

volumes . published by United 
Synagogue. That she loved 
transmitting Jewish prayers to 
little children show clearly in 
her gentle and comprehensible 
translations and comments. 

That she prayed each day 
through her work in the 
classroom was obvious to 
those of us who knew her 
at Sinai. And that she 
found lively enjoyment 
in Judaism infuses her 
popular holiday book 
The Passover Parrot, 
with humor and a 

ht 
classically appealing rhythm. 

Written and published during her Sinai 
years. Evelyn's tale of Hametz. the 
squeaky parrot was based on a story she 
had been telling in her classroom each 
Pesah to the children's delight. After years 
of futile urging on my part. she fmally 
wrote it down during one of the sleepless 
nights of her early \Vidowhood. \:vhen it 
was taken to an AJL convention and 
shown to the Kar-Ben publishers for their 
opinion. they snatched it up in five minutes 
and it has been a timeless seller ever 

since. 

Evelyn Zusman gave of herself to her 

FEDERATION continued from pg I 
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colleagues. Ask about Evelyn and you 
hear the best kind of praise from peers 
who not only admired but learned from 
Evelyn. 

At Sinai Temple. Frida Eytan. SAA and 
Religious School teacher. says her career 
was deeply influenced by Evelyn. 

"I can never forget coming from the U.J. 
to observe Evelyn's classes." says Frida 
today. "The classroom was filled with 
magic. every student having fun while 
learning Hebrew and prayers. After that 
day. I came back every chance I could and 
today I am a teacher only because of her." 

see ZUSMAN. pg 6 

helped design studies. polled other communities about their Jewish libraries, urged 
a needs assessment. gave input on the needs and functioning of a Judaic library. and 
helped evaluate possible other locations. They then worked with Anita Wenner. a 
consultant from Denver and a member of AJL. who drafted the final 
recommendations to the Library Cc.nunittee. This committee then reported positive 
recommendations to the Federation Planning and Allocations Conunittee. 

Most of the Bureau's Library Conunittee had a very foggy notion about what 
constituted a good Jewish Community Library at the beginning of the year. After its 
fact finding and the librarians' input. the original conunittee expressed strong support 
for a community library while suggesting modifications and clarification of the library's 
future mission and goals. 

However. Planning and Allocations modified the Conunittee's recommendations. 
This conunittee. by a vote of 8 to 5. suggested an Educational Resource 

Center be established to replace the lending library which would 

be closed as of January I. Such recommended action 
eliminates the Jewish community library for the second 

largest Jewish community in the U.S. 

Strong disapproval from the Los Angeles Jewish 
community at large followed. President Rachel Glasser 

sent a strong letter on behalf of AJLSC. Other individual 
members sent personal letters or made phone calls to 

Federation President Irwin Field The Jewish Journal 
reported in its December 30. 1995 issue that the library is not 

slated to close. 

Clearly. community sentiment is very influential in helping to 
shape the future of the library. Our letters to the Bureau Board 

and the Jewish Federation Council may influence their decision and 
help them shape the Library's missjon based on community needs 

rather than financial considerations. 

. l 



ht 
Dorothy Schroeder Fund 
Offers Convention Aid 

Dorothy Schroeder .\t\emorial Fund 
again offers stipends to AJLSC members 
in good standing for the AJL International 
Conference. June 16-19 1996 in Toronto. 
The basic prerequisites are outlined on the 
application printed on page 7. 

Complete form. and send it to Adaire 
Klein no later than March 15. 1996. 
AJLSC members are eligible for both the 
Schroeder and national grants. 

New Year, New 
Calendar, New 
Activities For 
Jerusalem 3000 

NOV - ~EP. ! 996 

CONTINUING EXHIBIT: My Jewish 
Discovery Place Children's Museum. Jewish 
Community Centers of Greater Los Angeles 
exhibit "Happy Birthday Dear Jerusalem: 
Celebrating 3000 Years." Interactive 
museum exhibits for children ages 3-11 and 
their families. Components can travel to 
synagogues. Jewish and public schools. 
shopping malls. public libraries. Contact: 
Sherri Kadovitz at 213--857-0036. ext 2257 

APRIL 21- MAY 31. 1996 

EXHIBIT '&? ACTIVITIES: "Jerusalem. 
City of Peace" art exhibit. drama and crafts 
activities at the Los Angeles Children's 
Museum. ConCllrrent exhibition of 
children's art in Los Angeles shopping malls 
and Jewish community centers. Contact: 
Frank Pittaresse. lb.e Los Angeles 
Children's Museum at 213-687-8800. 

APRIL 24. 1996 

CELEBRA.~nON: Yom Ha.Atzmaut and 
Jerusalem 3000 celebration at 11 :OOam at 

in 
Orthodox elementary and high schools. 
Contact: Yehuda. Goldstein at the B'nai 
.Akiva office at 310-8594931. 

APRIL 29. 1996 

OfR.fOQ~-~1\TCE: !s:-ae!3 f>h!!I?'"'~~r-Jc 
Orchestra conducted by Zubin Mehta with 
the LA Philharmonic. Contact: The Music 
Center at 213--468-2322. 

APRIL 30, 1996 
CONCERT: "All Roads of Peace Lead 

to Jerusalem" at Adat Ari El in North 
Hollywood. Program includes guest 
children's choir from Kiev. Ukraine. the 
congregation and a local performing arts 
high school. Contact: Cantor Ira 
Begeleisen at 818-766-9426. 

MAY 12. 1996 

ACTIVITIES: Community wide 
Jerusalem 3000 festival of art and activities 
at T emp1e Beth Am. Noon-5:00pm. At 
7:30pm a concert features popular Israeli 
singer, David Broza Contact: Sheryl 
Eisenberg, 310-652-7353. ext 20 I. 

MAY 19. 1996 

PERFORMANCE: Annual city-wide 
zimria choir festival for non- Orthodox 
days schools at the Dorothy Chandler 

Pan Pacific Park sponsored by B'nai .Akiva Pavilion_ Contact: the Pavilion at 
213--972-7200. 



Librar 
The Knife Behind 
The Smile 
by Ellen Cole 

Jews are no strangers to 
violence in political causes. 

Jonathan Wtlson faces this 
painful reality in his riveting 

fiction. Tht Hidng Room. Love. betrayal and redemption 
underpin passionate romance and equally passionate history in 
his political thriller. Violence. dressed in velvet gloves or 
obvious. is practiced by civilized people. 

A story within a story solves a mystery. delivers a doomed 
affair. and examines British anti-Semitism The time frame 
seesaws in fifty year bumps between 1941 and 1991. The 
setting swings as well. back and forth between Israel and Egypt 
Wartime Cairo deserves the frisson at its mention. The 
occupying British scurry to keep Rommel from reaching the 
Suez and Jews from entering Palestine. Intelligence is crucial: 
spies reign; refugees report 

Three appealing fictional characters act on this historical stage 
impelled by conflicting visions: Jewish British. and 
British-Jewish. Esta Weiss is the Jewish European refugee 
whose experien\.£ demands a Jewish state as a haven. Her 

TRAVELING TO TORONTO? 
TRY FOR A CONVENTION SUBSIDY 

february 

Nazi persecution validates her goals and garners sympathy for 
her actions. She escapes to Cairo to tell the English the truth; 

they don't want to hear it: they don't want anyone else to hear 
it either. 

Archie Rawlins. cool English army intelligence officer. perfect 
product of his native culture. is anti-Semitic as part of devotion 
to country. He is overwhelmed by passion for the Jewish waif 
he meets in the line of duty. Running after Esta. he runs head 
first into the Zionist ingratitude to the British war effort against 
Hitler. 

The star-crossed duo needs an ally. One arrives. British 
army chaplain. Rabbi Gerald Mendoza. an indelible character. 
A patriotic Englishman. he fights the British blackmail of 
divided loyalty levied against all their Jews. In a wrenching 
moment he decides for the lovers over his career and sets 
British army agents chasing all three characters to a stunning 

end. 

Once you pick this book up. you won't put it down. Political 
issues. histories and moral lessons rarely come in such sexy. 
exciting packaging. English anti-Semitism that '.knife behind the 

Wilson. Jonathon. THE HIDING ROOM. New York 
Viking. 1995. 262p. $23.95. ISBN: 0-670-85603-7. 

AJL officers announce travel subsidies up to $200 for the annual national convention in Toronto. CanadaJune 16-19. 1996. They 
encourage applications for these grants from active. long-standing members and from newer members hoping to become active. 

Application requirements are simple: 

Be a paid-up member in national AJL Send a letter by March I. 1996 stating: your name. address. phone. fax your library name. 
address. length of AJL membership. number of previously attended conventions. amount and source of other support (your Temple 
or local chapter). current committee work for AJL. current office in national or local chapters. your work and its benefits to AJL, 
your ideas for future work if not currently involved: be specific. 

Send this letter to: 

Shoshanah Seidman   Any questions? Call Shoshanah at  

PLEASE NOTE: 

f'rrst year members and Toronto area residents are not eligible. Prrst year members and first time conventioneers file differently. 
Apply to Doris Orenstein Fund. contact on the Orenstein Grant is: 

Miriam Miller Temple Beth Israel Library 567 Bay Isles Road Longboat Key, FL 34228 



Lib Feb 

Storyteller Spilman Enchants Audience At 
November General Meeting 

ZUSA1AN. continued from pg 3 

Evelyn Zusman left Sinai because of 
failing health but her influence and her 
passion live on in others. Such 
people should be acknowledged. Ths 
is what our institutions truly are and 
should be - not just rooms and halls. 
but its teachers. It is they who are 
responsible for transmitting the ideal 
of holiness which is the true aim of 
education in a Jewish setting. 

by Martha Globerman 

And the story begins. "In a small Jewish village. many years ago. lived the first Candle 
Maker of Ught" The voice of storyteller. Devorah Spilman. permeated the library of 
Valley Beth Shalom for those of us who came to listen and learn. on Monday evening 
November 6. 1995. The charming story comes from a ne\v anthology. Chosen Tales: Stories 
by jt:Wish Storytellers edited by Peninnah Schram and published by Jason Aronson. 1995. 
Ms. Spilman encored with two more stories. The Chicken's Tale by Daniel T. Grossman and 
Pennies from Heaven by Annette Harrison. 

Spilman has worked as a storyteller with pre-school children through Jr. High students 
in the California school system. She taught weekly creative drama and storytelling classes 
at the Julia Morgan Theatre. She worked with the Judah Magnes Jewish Museum to 
create several storytelling services designed to enhance their exhibits. including a series of 
Holocaust stories for young children. Spilman has a unique gift for creating and telling 
original stories about any subject! Her stories are designed to educate and entertain 
through wonder and delight 

Yasher Koach from AJLSCs 
Ubrarians to all our fellow educators 
whom we join in this task And for 
those. like Evelyn. who have left their 
influence behind. let their memories be 
truly for a blessing. 

As librarians we know storytelling is one of our most ancient art-forms. Stories have 
been used throughout Jewish history as a means of communication and education. It was 
a delight to have Devorah Spilman share with us her most unusual gift. 

Teach, Study or both at Cal State 
Fullerton 

Cal State fullerton's Extended Education is seeking 
qualified instructors to teach computer and internet courses as 
they affect libraries. These courses are part of Fullerton's 
training programs for librarians in the field of information 
resources and technologies. Some of these are mini courses 
lasting one or two sessions. If you are interested in studying 
or teaching. contact Karen Leamen at (phone) 714- 773-2611 
or (fax) 714-449-7055. 

fullerton offers courses with credits for continuing educ.ation 
this winter. next spring. and next fall A current booklet 
describing the various offerings (many of which are short and 
to the point in terms of class hours) is available. Call 

714-773-2611. AJLSC member Barbara Leff is on the 
advisory board of this Cal State fullerton program and can 

Playing on the Information Highway 
by Susan Dubin 

Everywhere we tum nowadays we hear about the internet 
Although not many local libraries are connected yet. many access for 
their libraries. All it takes is a computer. modem. a connections 
service or a direct connection. and 24 hours a day to find good 
information and useful ideas. Of course. none of this is free or even 
relatively inexpensive. 

In these times of diminishing library funds and tight budgets, what 
is a librarian to do? Most of us invest our own time (and money!) to 

figure it out There are courses. books. workshops. and 
consultants available to advise us. But these. too. cost money. 

One of the best courses around. The Jewish Internet. was one 
taught online by Andy Tannenbaum. Andy Tannenbaum is the 

resident genius who oversees SHA.MASH. a <Jewish site on the 
internet through New York University. Barbara Leff and Susan 
Dubin both took the class and found it extremely helpful. The 

clas.<> was offered through Hebrew University in Boston and was 
very inexpensive. 

A listing of the classes offered over the net was on Hasafran. the 

AJL listserv which is available to anyone with a computer. a modem. 
a connection service ..... A.nyway. life on the superhighway should get 
easier eventually. at least if you have a computer. a modem. .. 
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Association of Jewish Libraries of Southern California 
Dorothy Schroeder Fund 

Application for Association of Jewish Libraries 
Convention Scholarship 

Guidelines: 
• Applicant must be member of AJLSC 
• Applicant must be curently employed in Judaica Librarianship 
• Recipient of a scholarship must plan to attend entire convention 
* All information will remain confidential 
• Complete this applicaton and mail/fax before march 15. 1996 

Adaire Klein 
 

 
 

Date:------------------
Convention City_· ----------------- Dates . .._· ------------

Name:------------------------------------------------------Address: ___________________________________________ __ 

Phone:-------- f~: -------- e-mail:---------------
Employer: ------------'~ . .._ _________________________ _ 

Position/Title: --------~---------------------------
How long in present position? __________________________ _ 

Are you a member of AJLSC? ----------- AJL? ------------------
Office/s held: AJLSC AJL? -----------------
What do you hope to gain from this Convention? -------------------:-------

If you receive a scholarship. what commitment are you prepared to make to AJLSC? ---------

Will you receive funding from any other source? ---------------------:--
ffso.fronlwhom? __________________________________ __ 

Does your employer subsidize your attendance? ---------------------------
If so. how much is the subsidy?----------------------------

Signature -----------------------------------
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WESTERN REGIONAL 
CONFERENCE CELEBRATES 

JERUSALEM3000 
SUNDAY AND MONDAY , 

-, 

FEBRUARY 18-19, 1996 
TEMPLE KEHILAT MA'ARAV 

SANTA MONICA, CA 

Plan to attend AJL 1s first western regional. Mark 
your calendars. Save the dates and $36 

registration/ meals fee. Speakers, workshops, 
exhibits and food await you. Watch your mail for 

the application form. 
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