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GENERAL MEETING 
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University of Judaism 

Jack Shechter 
Dean of Continuing Education, 
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will discuss 

"Lifelong Learning: A Requisite for Jewish 
Existence" 
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
by Rachel Glasser 

SEPTEMBER 1995 

The wonder and fun of the summer has passed, and the arrival of the month of Elul brings 
us to the serious recognition that Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur will soon be here. This 
intensive month of self-introspection offers us an opportunity to reflect on our deeds, evaluate our 
goals, examine our priorities, and focus on the process of teshuvah, repentance. It is said that 
"even the fish in the sea" shudder at this awesome responsibility. 

This is truly a wonderful blessing and gift which God has given to us each year - an 
opportunity to reflect, repent, and start fresh. So powerful is the act of repentance that we are told 
in Midrash Rabbah that when one does teshuvah, it is considered as if he went to Jerusalem and 
rebuilt the Temple with the altar and all of its sacrifices. 

Let us a)l us~ fu!s spt(~ialliii1e !9 its gn~atest potential -both personally and professionally. 
As we combine the seriousness of the time with the joyous festivity , the haunting call of the shofar 
with the hours of prayer and soul-searching, and the celebration of a new year with the awe of our 
responsibility, each one of us can write a new chapter in his or her own Book of Life. May God 
grant us the wisdom, courage, and strength to carry out this responsibility on its highest level. 

On behalf of the Association of Jewish Libraries of Southern California as well as myself 
and my family, I would like to wish all of us a L'Shanah Tovah and look forward to continuing to 
work together, laugh together, ,and share together throughout the coming year. 

May you be inscribed and sealed for a good year! 

Upcoming Meeting Dates for Your Calendar: 

September 11 
October23 
November6 
December4 

General Meeting, University of Judaism 
Board Meeting, Gail Schnaid 
General Meeting, "Meet the Author", VBS 
Board Meeting, Rachel Glasser 

AJLSC Library Light is distributed free to AJLSC members. 
Editors: Enid Sperber/Ellen Cole 

Temple Israel of Hollywood 
7300 Hollywood Blvd 
Los Angeles, CA 90046 

Layout/Word Processing: Tali Balas 
Typed copy should be submitted to Enid Sperber. 
Please contact the editor with any questions. 
Permission to reprint is granted when credit is given to "AJLSC Library Light". 
Library Light is printed on recycled paper. 
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ELECTED AJLSC BOARD OFFICERS 1995-1997 

President 
VP-Programrning 

VP-Membership 
VP-Hospitality 
VP-Publicity 
Recording Sec. 
Corresponding Sec. 
Treasurer 
Members-at-Large 

Library Light 

Parliamentarian 

To all the members of AJLSC 
From your Membership vice-president 

Rachel Glasser 
Martha Globerman 
Paul Hamburg 
Ronda Rose 
Sue Greening 
Susan March 
Ellen Mark 
Elliot Gertel 
Gayle Schnaid 
Michael Masliah 
Abby Yasgur 
Ellen Cole 
Enid Sperber 
Susan Dubin 

I want to thank everyone who has already sent in their dues for this year. It has been 
such a help to me that you remember. Our organization has gained new members 
this year. A Very special welcome to: Sharon Bluemenstein, Irv Golper, Michelle 
Kaufman, Rita Lipkis, Larry Neuton, Michelle Sandler and Leah Suffin. Please if 
you know of someone who would be interested in membership let me know and I'll 
send out the necessary information to them. 

Thank you in advance for all your help and support. Everyone has been Great! 

Ronda Rose 
 

INSTITUTIONAL MEMBERSHIPS OF AJLSC FOR 1995-1196 

Brandeis-Bardin Institute 
Hebrew Union College 
Sinai Temple 
Temple Bat Y ahm 
Temple Emanuel 
Temple Israel of Hollywood 
Temple Judea 
Temple Sinai of Glendale 
Valley Beth Shalom Day School 
Bureau of Jewish Education-

The Jewish Federation 

House of the Book - Molle Library 
Frances Henry Library 
Blumenthal Library 

Temple Emanuel Library 
Corwin Library 
Paul Rubenstein Library 
Freedman Library 
Sheila Sporn Library 

Jewish Community Library 
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TRIBUTE TO CECELIA LAPIDUS 
by Rita Berman Frischer 

SEPTEMBER 1995 

This column is dedicated to the memory of Cecelia Lapidus, who served as teacher and Librarian at 
Sinai Temple for 32 years, retiring in 1980 to continue her service to the Jewish community in 
many other spheres. 

When I first saw Cecelia, she was in the midst of a group of women taking a class in 
Judaica Librarianship at Wilshire Blvd. Temple, a class that motivated me to enter the field and 
start a small library at our synagogue in Northridge. Sinai Temple's Library, under Cecelia's 
guidance, inspired me as I went through the growing pains involved with all synagogue libraries, 
pains caused by not enough money and not enough time. 

I was not the only one so encouraged by Cecelia's efforts here at Sinai. According to 
Barbara Leff, Library Director at StephenS. Wise Temple, "Cecelia's library was a model for 
other libraries in the community when I entered the field. She was very gracious and generous to 
new librarians and was unstinting in her work for the Association of Jewish Libraries of Southern 
California( AJLSC)." 

This same accolade could be echoed by many of AJLSC's members today. Cecelia knew 
well what we were experiencing as we built our libraries and expanded our services for she had 
begun the same way. "We didn't have much of library," said Hannah Lippert, a longtime Sinai 
member and former Sinai educator. "As head of the Primary Department of the Religious School, 
I had just one small room in the motel set aside for books, but once the school building was built, 
Cecelia took over the Library and it began to grow." 

Cecelia had a rich Jewish background. a product of the Talmud Torah of Minneapolis, she 
never stopped learning. When the Library expanded from a School Library into a collection for all 
ages, featuring the personal library of William R. Blumenthal, Cecelia faced new challenges, 
broadening the scope of her work. A viva Ellis-Namir, former Chairperson of the Library 
committee, has commented on her dedication, on her passion for organizing the collection and on 
her love of their profession. This love was passed on as a heritage, for Cecelia's daughter Ama, 
who is now Librarian at Temple Beth Am's Day School. 

Whether in the Library, in her family devotion, in her love of music, or in her work for the 
many organizations she participated in, Cecelia was certainly a woman of valor. She rose above 
her personal losses with unfailing courage and showed her worth truly above rubies. May her 
memory be for a blessing and the Sinai Temple Library forever serve as a living memorial to the 
hard work and love she expended here. 

NOTA BENE: 

The first ever Western Regional AJL Convention is being planned 
to celebrate Jerusalem 3000. Tentative dates- President's Weekend 1996 

Chair - Susan Dubin 

WATCH FOR UPCOMING DETAILS 
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MAZELTOV 
Barbara Leff on receiving her certificate in Operations and Microcomputers in Libraries 
from Cal State Fullerton. 

Ronda and Fred Rose on the marriage of their daughter. 

THANK YOU 
Barbara Leff for hosting AJLSC Installation 

CONDOLENCES 
Heide Creve on the death of her beloved father, Alexander Duken. 

SPEEDY RECOVERY 
Roseanne Dubin, daughter of Suzie and Mark Dubin. 

YASHER KOACH 
David Hirsch whose profile was included in the February 1995 American Library article 
entitled:"The 1993-94 Library Fellows: International Ambassadors". David trained staff 
at the United Arab Emirates University in the use of AACR2 cataloging, Library of 
Congress classification systems and MARC Format. 

DOROTHY SCHROEDER ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 

In honor of Susan Dubin's receiving the Dorothy Schroeder Award 
from: Clare Bronser 

Ellen Cole 
Judy Katz 
Fran Shuster 
Ronda Rose 

In honor of Barbara Leff for use of her Library and her hospitality to AJLSC 
from: Ellen Cole 

************************ 

POST CONVENTION NEWS 

YASHER KOACH to AJLSC members who were presenters at National Convention in Chicago: 
Ellen Cole 
Susan Dubin 
Rita Frischer 
Elliot Gertel 
Adaire Klein 
Barbara Leff 
Helen Rogaway 
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A press release about AJL convention is available to members for synagogue/ institution publicity. 
Contact Susan March, VP for Publicity at  

All sessions and workshops at convention were taped and AJLSC has purchased a set of these 
tapes for our archives. Tapes are checked out to members upon request. The archives contain 
tapes from Convention 1992 in Los Angeles, Convention 1993 in New York and Convention 1994 
in Atlanta. A list of the cassettes available for Convention 1995 follows. A list from the other 
years can be obtained by calling Rachel Glasser. 

Sessions - - AJL Convention Chicago 1995 

TAPE# SESSIONS 
A ••• Dinner Speaker: Dr. Sander Gilman, Professor 
1 ••• 1-1 Jewish Chicago--David Gleicher 
2 .•• 1-2 Harvard Poster Imaging Project 
3 ••• 1-3 Building a Reference Collection For Synagogue Libraries: Titles- C. Cutter 
4 ••• 1-4 Images of Jewish Women- Panel 
5 •• ·• 2-1 People of the Book - Panel 
6 ••• 2-2 Holocaust Memories: How Will People Learn About the Holocaust in 50 Years 
7 ••• 2-3 Introduction To Cataloging- Alan Leopold 
8 ... 2-4 Documenting Jewish Music : Studios, Publishers & Libraries- Panel 
9 ••• Luncheon Speaker: Jeanne Simon 

10 ••• 3-1 Chagall and the Bible- Josef Glimer 
11 ••• 3-2 Cataloging for Catalogers- Panel 
12 ••• 3-3 Cooperative Collection Development: Models for Research Libraries- Panel 
13 ••• 3-4 The 100 Best Videos For Your Library and School- Panel 
14 ••• 4-1 Recording the Extraordinary Lives of Ordinary People- Panel 
15 ••• 4-2 The Internet in the Judaica Library- Panel 
16 •.• 4-3 Roll Aside the Card Catalog- The Computer is Here! -Ralph Simon 
17 ••• 4-4 Bibliography of the Hebrew Book- Rogers. Kahn 
18 ••• 5-1 Helping Them Find Their Roots: Jewish Genealogy for the Librarian- J. Frazin 
19 ••• 5-2 The Unicode Standard and Multi-Script Library System- Panel 
20 ••• 5-3 A Demonstration of Selected Judaica CD-ROMs- Rabbi Matanky, Ph.D. 
21 ..• 5-4 Rabbinic Literature- Rabbi Yehiel Poupko 
22 ••• 6-1 Collection Management & Preservation in the Judaica Library- Panel 
23 ••• 6-2 &~Introduction to the Internet: h~at is it and How Do I Use It?- A. Bullen 
24 .•• 6-3 Automad on Lab ( 2 'T'~pes) 7- i 
25 ••• 6-4 Jewish Communities in Egypt and Morocco- Rabbi Harold Stern 
26 ••• 7-1 Closing the Circle: The Evolution of Yiddish & Hebrew Lit. in the 20th Century 
27 ••• 7-2 PC- Based Program for Catalog Management Activities- Gary Strawn 
28 •.• 8-1 Picket Fences: Boundaries and Pathways to Young Adult Literature- Marcia Posner 
29 ••• 8-2 Electronic Text Encoding- David Seaman 
30 ••• Lunch Speaker: Dr. Ellen cannon 

AJLSC will sponsor two 1 unit mini courses this fall: 

Holocaust Denial and Other Sensitive Issues - Paul Hamburg 
Computer-related Issues and Information Technology - Rick Burke 

Classes will begin in mid-October 
W A 'li'ClBI JFOI. UJPCOMJING DIB'li' Alill..S 
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JUDAICA RESOURCES ON THE WEB 
by Paul Hamburg 

SEPTEMBER 1995 

The hottest development in the past year on the Internet has been the rapid expansion of the World 
Wide Web (WWW). The Web is a universal network of access to information on virtually every 
subject imaginable. Nearly everyday new sites are added. The Jews in Cyberspace are quickly 
finding their place and the following resources are some of the most important ones. If you have 
access to the Web on your computer, all you need is the site's URL (internet address) and you can 
surf the net! 

Los Angeles Jewish Community Online Resources Guide and Directory 
URL: http://www.fishnet/-becnlev!lajol.htm 

The Association of Jewish Libraries (AJL) 
URL: http://aleph.lib.ohio-state.edu/www/ajl.html 

Shamash: Serving the Jewish Internet (Gateway to Jewish Organizations) 
URL: http://shamash.nysernet.org 

Judaica Resources on the Internet (prepared for AJL Convention) 
URL: http://www .library .nwu.edu:80/resources/Judaica 

Yahoo - One of the best search engines for the Web 
URL: http://www.yahoo.com 
The 76 Judaica listings are a subheading of Society & Culture: Religion 

****************************************************************** 

Teacher's guide to the Holocaust available for free on the Internet 
from the Kansas City Jewish Chronicle plOA Friday September 30, 1994 

Teachers and other interested parties across the country can now log on to the Internet 
computer network and access a teachers guide on the Holocaust free of charge. 

The curriculum guide, "The Holocaust - A Guide for Pennsylvania Teachers," was 
produced under the auspices of the Pennsylvania Department of Education. 

The creators of the guide decided to use the latest means of communication technology to 
make Holocaust education possible for a greater number of people. 

Few commercial books are available on the Internet because their authors cannot register sales 
or profits via the online computer network. But for the author of the Holocaust teacher's guide, 
educational possiblities took precedence. 

It is so important for people to have access to this that I want everyone to have a chance to get 
it for free," said Gary Grohman, executive director of the Pennsylvania Jewish Coalition and author 
of the guide. 

"The guide employs the lessons of the Holocaust to instill awareness of the pathology of 
hatred and bigotry and to encourage understanding and tolerance. These skills should not have a 
price tag, and the Internet has provided a means to remove that restriction," he said. 

The 150-page guide- which includes chapters on bigotry, anti-Semitism and Holocaust 
history - provides teaching objectives, vocabulary sections, discussion questions and activities. 

Grohman believes that in addition to serving teachers, the guide is "wonderful for students 
doing research" on the Holocaust. 

The Holocatust guide can be located through the Internet gopher server at 
jerusaleml.datasrv.co.il under the Electronic Jewish 'Library of the "Jerusalem One Network." 
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REVIEWS 

PARTY GIRL OR ELLEN GOES TO THE MOVIES 
by Ellen Cole 

SEPTEMBER 1995 

Did you miss the summer movie Party Girl? Its billing as a swinging teen flick starring Parker 
Posey whom you never heard of is no excuse! Buried in this amateurish, lightweight film is a 
heavyweight message: the value of the library and the worth of the Librarian, especially the female 
variety. Impassioned speeches interrupt the silly plot (can a party girl redeem herself if she 
becomes a Librarian?) and support the education and career of Library Science. Gags rise from 
the mysteries of cataloging. Look for it on video. You'll find a few good laughs and at least one 
tear. 

BOOK REVIEW 
by Ellen Cole 

************************** 

And They Shall Be My People, by Paul Wilkes. New York: The Atlantic Monthly 
Press, 1994. 348 p. $23. ISBN: 0-87113-561-2. 

During High Holy Days Rabbi works so hard! What happens the rest of the year? Paul 
Wilkes answers in And They Shall Be My People. These answers, which ruffled rabbis, may 
startle you. 

Wilkes successfully weaves personal biography and institutional tensions in American 
Judaism. His book reflects his first-hand research: the author shadowed, everywhere, his chosen 
Rabbi for a full year. A respected religion writer and practicing Catholic, Wilkes comes to this 
project intrigued, with no ax to grind. He finds a conventional religious career is a precarious 
vocation. 

The author chose Conservative Rabbi Jay Rosenbaum from a 500 family temple in 
Worcester, Massachusetts. Rosenbaum loves his faith and his work. Learned, wooden, strong, 
Rosenbaum is aching to renew congregational commitment. His closed personality works better 
on the pulpit than one-on-one. He is married with two young children. The rebbetzin' s portrayal 
distressed the Rosenbaums; it will be revised in the paperback. 

The Rabbi does not sleep late on Friday. He works hard, day and night; he runs the gamut 
from spirituality to administrative detail; he cuts comers with his family; he garners scant 
appreciation. Synagogues are consumer oriented. The Rabbi provides services. His efforts are 
met by more demands, less pay and an attitude of dispense and replace. 

The Rabbi wants more Jewish Jews. His obstacle and ours; the difficulty of an observant 
life while surrounded by a seductive secular one. Wilkes is surprised by Jews lack of reference to 
God. In a year of close observation he cannot recall hearing God's name outside of formal prayer. 
He concludes Christians talk about God outside of church, Jews assume God by assuming the 
rituals He dictated. 

Assumption varies. Jews pick and choose life-cycle ceremonies and religious rituals 
according to their individual comfort level. If the Rabbi works hard on outreach to the unaffiliated, 
he works harder on inreach, cajoling and nagging, battling indifference and assimilation. 

Rosenbaum's story opens in the Temple library, the setting for a meeting; the Rabbi never 
returns for a book. Familiar? He grapples with the board, school director and day school parents 
stonewalling synagogue activities. As Rosenbaum comes kicking to the realization he cannot beat 
the American- Jews are Jews on their own terms- syndrome, we realize the author has turned the 
mirror. Protagonist expose is a catalyst to reader soul-searching. 




