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AJLSC GENERAL MEETING: 

MONDAY, APRIL 3,1995,7:30 p.m. 
SIMON WIESENTHAL CENTER, LOS ANGELES 

9760 W. PICO BLVD. 
(31 0) 553-9036, ext. 247 

"Children Coping With the Holocaust: An Interdisciplinary Approach 
Historical, Socio-political and Psychological Aspects" 

with Dr. George Eisen 
Professor at Cal Poly Pomona and 

author, Children and Play in the Holocaust: Games Among the Shadows 

AJLSC GENERAL MEETING 
MINUTES OF FEBRUARY 7,1995 

PRE-MEETING PROGRAM: At 7:00 p.m., Cheryl Miller 
presented a short session on .Emergency Preparedness 
in Libraries. She emphasized the importance of having 
an Emergency Response plan and conducting regular 
drills with all staff and volunteers. 
BUSINESS MEETING: Rachel Glasser called the 
meeting to order at 7:45 p.m. at Temple Valley Beth 
Shalom. The members introduced themselves, and 
Rachel extended a welcome to new members and 
visitors. Rachel thanked Susan Dubin and Helen 
Gersuk for their hospitality. 
TREASURER'S REPORT: Gayle Schnaid presented a 
report. A detailed report is on file. 
MEMBERSHIP: Ronda Rose announced she had 
received seven requests for membership information in 
the last month. No new members have yet joined in 
response to these mailouts. An updated roster is now 
available. 
OLD BUSINESS: Thanks to Adaire Klein for the 
successful co-sponsored event at Simon Wiesenthal 
Center Museum lecture. Adaire said she was asked 
how soon AJLSC would like to co-sponsor another 
event. 
Rachel announced Los Angeles Public Library Project is 
stili in operation. It is an annual project to collect new 
Judaica books and give them to the Central Library. 
Inside each book will be a sticker, identifying it as a gift 
from AJLSC. Rachel hopes these books will be sent to 
LAPL branches which do not have any Judaica books. 
Rita Frischer suggested AJLSC send a welcome to the 
new Central Library Director. 
ANNOUNCEMENTS: At the Robertson Blvd. branch of 
the public library, construction has begun. 
Rachel was sent brochures from Cal State Fullerton 
Computer Courses. Barbara Leff said they are very 
good courses, with excellent project assignments and 
great teachers. 

Rachel announced a reading series at the Central 
Library; first session featuring Gregory Peck. 
NEW BUSINESS: Gayle Schnaid announced that 
AJLSC will have a booth at the Valley Jewish Festival at 
LA Pierce College. AJLSC takes a booth every year 
and Gayle is asking people to sign up to work in the 
booth for an hour or two, May 21, 1995. Gayle passed 
around a sign-up sheet. She also asked for donations of 
Judaic bookmarks and balloons as giveaways at the 
booth. 
Rachel announced the Thursday Night Class had begun, 
and was getting a great response. 
On February 17, the Day School Conference will be 
(was) held at Adat Ariel. Ronda Rose will lead a session 
on libraries, and Hava Ben-Zvi will also be presenting a 
session. 
Barbara Leff announced National AJL is conducting a 
survey, seeking suggestions on how they could improve 
the organization. AJLSC board sent in some 
suggestions, including a mention of HaSafran, the 
Internet mailing list. 
Susan Dubin was appointed to the Constitutional 
Committee to revise the AJL Constitution. 
AJL Chicago 1995: June 18 through 22. AJLSC will 
once again be providing grants and loans to help local 
members attend. Interested members should submit a 
letter to Adaire Klein stating who you are, why you want 
to attend, what you hope to get out of the convention, 
and what your involvement with AJLSC has been. Also 
include information about your institution's monetary 
contributions (if any). 
If this is going to be the first convention you will attend, 
please be sure to contact Adaire Klein or Barbara Leff. 
AJLSC Board authorized the President (Rachel Glasser) 
attending the convention. 
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Minutes (continued) 

Susan Dubin announced AJL is being held just before 
ALA national convention. There will be a joint session 
on Thursday, June 23, should be very exciting. Elliot 
Hersh Gertel is planning the session. Also, anyone can 
attend just the exhibits at ALA for free. 
Midwinter AJL National Convention December 1944. 
A few major votes were held. They granted seed money 
to establish a bibliography bank for Synagogue, Schools 
and Centers, based on the CAJE bank. You can send in 
a bibliography and get a certain number of credits. 
AJLSC: The Nominating Committee will meet very 
soon. Susan Dubin, Adaire Klein, Dorothy Steiner, Ellen 
Cole and one other member will get together to present 
a slate of nominees to the general membership. 
Jewish Federation Council is evaluating many 
programs, including Library Resources in the Los 
Angeles Community. Hava Ben Zvi announced the 
Council will be evaluating the Jewish Community Library 
and how it interacts with the rest of the library 
community. Hava made a short speech about the 
library resources available at the library. 
Helen Rogaway is attending the Convention of the 
Association of Independent School Libraries in 
Colorado. 
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Bart>ara Leff announced there is a full time data entry 
position available at StephenS. Wise library. 
At 8:25 p.m., Martha Globerman introduced the 
program, ending the business part of the meeting. 

PROGRAM: Or. Shoshanna Gershenzon, Assistant 
Professor of Religious Studies and History at Cal. State 
University at Northridge, spoke on "Jewish Women's 
History Comes of Age." She discussed the background 
of Jewish women's history, citing some early published 
works from the beginning of the twentieth century. She 
specifically referenced a few titles. 
Papers of the Jewish Women's Congress. Held at 
Chicago, September 4. 5, 6, and 7, 1893. Philadelphia: 
JPS, 1894. 
Baum, Charlotte, Paula Hyman and Sonya Michel. The 
Jewish Woman in America. N.Y.: New American 
Library, c1975. 
Koltun, Elizabeth, ed. The Jewish Woman : New 
Perspectives. New York : Schocken Books, c1976. 
Meyers, Carol. Discovering Eve : Ancient Israelite 
Women in Context. N.Y.: Oxford Univ. Press, c"1988. 
Baskin, Judith R., ed. Jewish Women in Historical 
Perspective. Detroit : Wayne State Univ. Press, c1991. 
Rittner, Carol and John K. Roth, eds. Different Voices : 
Women and the Holocaust. New York: Paragon, c1993. 

*************************************************** 
INSTITUTION MEMBERSHIPS IN AJLSC AS OF JANUARY 1995 

The following institutions are members. We wish to thank them for their continued support of AJLSC. 

Brandeis-Bardin Institute House of the Book Molle Library 
Congregation Ner Tamid of South Bay Ner Tamid Library 
Hebrew Union College Francis Henry Library 
Temple Judea Paul Rubenstein Library 
Sephardic Temple Tifereth Israel Levy Sephardic Library 
Simon Wiesenthal Center library 
Sinai Temple Blumenthal Library 
Stephen S. Wise Temple Jack and Mildred Diener Memorial Library 
Temple Bay Yahm 
Temple Emanuel library 
Temple Israel of Hollywood CorNin Library 
Valley Beth Shalom Day School Sheila Sporn Library 

*************************************************** 
NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

AJLSC wishes a speedy recovery to Jack Rosner, husband of Susan Rosner. 

Save the Date: Tuesday June 13, 1995 
Bureau of Jewish Education invites you to honor Sara and Simha Lainer. A gala celebration at the Beverly Hilton Hotel. 
For more information, please contact BJE, (213) 852-7702. 
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VALLEY JEWISH FESTIVAL 
MAY 21, 1995 

Volunteers are needed to help prepare and staff the AJLSC booth 
at the Valley Jewish Festival on May 21, 1995, at Pierce College. 

More information available on the last page. 

LAPL ACTIVITIES 
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Los Angeles Public Library and The Museum of Contemporary Art present a new literary series 
"Racing Toward the Millennium: Voices from the American West" 

Ranging widely across the cultures and regions of the American West, the writers in "Racing Toward the Millennium" 
reflect the diversity of urban and rural life from Canada to the Mexican border. In their essays, fiction and poetry, they 
explore issues of family and community, race and gender, commitment and displacement, grief and despair, spirituality 
and connection to the earth - issues that are especially relevant and timely as we approach the new millennium. 
Scheduled to speak: Barry Lopez, author of Field Notes, Arctic Dreams, Crossing Open Ground, and Of Wolves and 
Men. William T. Vollmann, author of Seven Dreams. Ana Castillo, author of So Far From God and Massacres of the 
Dreamers: Essays on Xicanisma. Gretel Ehrlich, author of The Solace of Open Spaces. A Match to the Heart. 
Lars Eighner, author of Travels with Lizbeth: Three Years on the Road and on the Street. Lawrence Ferlinghettei, author 
of Pictures From a Gone World. Susan Griffin, author of Women and Nature. A Chorus of Stone. the Private Life of War. 
Richard Rodriguez, author of Days of Obligation: An Argument with My Mexican Father. 
For more information, please contact the Central Library Cultural Programs Office, or the Museum of Contemporary Art. 

Notes From the Internet 

Ha-Safran: AJL Midwinter Membership Report and Statistics, July-December 1994 
At the Midwinter AJL meeting, Phyllis Robarts attended and presented the following report to the members of the 
Executive Board and Council. She posted it to Ha-Safran for the benefit of members. 

MIDWINTER MEMBERSHIP REPORT AND STATISTICS, JULY-DECEMBER 1994 
1. As of November 28, 1994, the current membership is 1097, exactly two more than at this time last year. I am happy 
to report that the drop in membership reported by the last Vice President for Membership has bounced back to normal.. I 
feel certain that the membership never decreased, but rather was due to the transition of officers at that time. Checks 
were coming in to my Miami office but could not be processed because I was not yet set up to do so. Therefore they did 
not get entered into the database in time for the report. 
2. There are 64 new members. 16 of these are international; 10 are from South Africa; 4 are from Israel; 1 is from 
England and 1 is from Canada. 
3. We have 135 international members, as follows: Argentina, 1; Australia, 12; Canada, 53; Denmark, 1; France, 1; 
Germany, 4; Israel, 31; Italy, 1; Mexico, 2; Netherlands. 5; Netherlands Antilles, 1; Poland, 1; South Africa, 12; Spain, 1; 
Switzerland, 2; and UK., 7. The biggest increase occurred in South Africa, which jumped from 2 to 10. 
4. Status: 346 members are personal; 675 are institutional; 12 are life members; 39 are retired; and 19 are students. 
5. There are 708 sse members and 369 R&S members. 
6. To date, 870 members have paid their dues for 1994/95, as compared to 829 paid-up members one year ago. This is 
in spite of the fact that the renewal reminders did not get sent out as planned earlier this year. Once they do go out, in 
the next few weeks, I expect to see this number increase considerably. 
Postscript: Since this report was written, we have at least 15 additional new members. Renewal reminders for 1995/95 
will be mailed out very shortly. If you receive one, please respond promptly. We are already looking ahead to the 
upcoming 1995/96 membership renewals, which go out this spring, so we are anxious to complete the current year's 
renewals as quickly as possible. Thank you. Phyllis Robarts. 

HaSafran: AJL Convention 1995 
Jean Lettofsky posts the note: 
The program for Chicago AJL will inclue an orthodox and traditional egalitarian minyan. Volunteers to daven are invited 
to contact Judy Greenblatt at  or Jean Lettofsky  
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HaSafran: 'Lectronic learning: The Jewish Week Index 
Compiled by Jay Bailey, Research by Randy Herschaft 
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Thanks to the Internet, information is whizzing around the globe at a rate that would leave even Moses mystified. "Mail 
lists" are similar to magazine subscriptions, but arrive via phone lines in your computer's "mailbox," not your home's. 
And they're free. Some lists are simply electronic versions of existing publications; the Internet provides instant 
transmittal without involving a sheet of paper. Other lists take advantage of the Internet's global capacity and act as 
study groups and forums for the sharing of ideas. Some of the more popular mail lists: CHABAD-LUBAVITCH; L'Chaim 
Weekly Newspaper; Garden of Torah (The Rebbe's Talks); SHAMASH/NYSERNet; JewsStudies: Academic Judaic 
Studies; Mail Jewish: Halachic Issues; IRIS: Info Regarding Israel's Security; JERUSALEM1; CJI: Computer Jobs in 
Israel; Jews News; TEL AVIV UNIV./ISRAELI CONSULATE; lsraeline: Clips from Israeli Press. 

HaSafran: Jerusalem Judaica Research Service 
The service provides photocopies (and microforms) of journal articles, rare books, dissertations, periodicals, newspapers, 
collections, jubilee volumes, (really almost anything), in all areas of Jewish studies. There are no handling fees; charges 
are based on the total number of photocopies, no matter how many different items are requested. Responses are usually 
sent within a week and airmail delivery is included in the price. (This usually comes to a significant savings of time and 
money over inter-library loan.) Delivery by fax and expedited service are available for an additional fee. JJRS also 
provides research assistance. For more information, contact: 
Jerusalem Judaica Research Service FAX: 972-2-612101 Tel: 972-2-665626 Internet: nrs@attmail.com 
54/1 Har!ap Street Jerusalem Israel 

HaSafran: AJL Archives 
by Shulamith Berger, AJL Archivist 
Attention AJL Council Members and Officers! 
The American Jewish Archives is the repository for AJL archival material. If you have correspondence, minutes of 
meetings, convention material, reports, photographs, etc. which you are no longer using, please send them to Kevin 
Proffitt, Archivist, American Jewish Archives, 3101 Clifton Ave. Cincinnati, OH 45220-2488. 

***************************************************** 

Book Reviews 

RECALL, REMEMBER AND RETELL 
Reviews by Ellen Cole, Temple Isaiah, Levine Library 

The Fiftieth anniversary of Liberation and V-E Day in May call a new generation to remember. This special 
anniversary year, one fourth of the entries for the Sydney Taylor Award concern the Holocaust. Historical novels and 
picture books, engrossing and education, reveal the past and move readers to vow, never again! For Yom Ha-Shoah, 
here are my thumbnail reviews. 

PICTURE BOOKS 

Ackerman: The Night Crossing. Knopf I early chapter book, small size, illustrated. 
This is a typical "flee the Nazis" fiction that brings Holocaust terror to primary readers in terms they can imagine: dolls, 
candlesticks and a family dashing to safety together (Austria to Switzerland in 1938). Hitler's persecution is viewed as 
another wave of anti-Semitism; the Jewish family repeats each generation's escape. 

Adler: Hilde and Eli. Holiday I color drawings, photographs. 
Adler captures the coldest cruelty of the Holocaust: Jewish children were marked for destruction regardless of age, 
gender, address, economic level or education. Two carefully chosen victims depict all circumstances. The composite 
picture seems so surreal it can't be true, until the dramatic touch of ending photographs. Biographies encapsulate a 
surprising amount of information in a thin volume. It's a pretty book, but not a pretty story. 
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Jules: The Grey Striped Shirt Alef Design I early chapter book, illustrated. 
This small volume bulges with sound content smartly presented. Discovery of grandma's camp shirt instigates a careful, 
age-appropriate, Holocaust Q & A. The ugliness is bearable because of the optimistic personalities of the survivors. 
This fiction in a shell for chronological non-fiction. Strong drawings capture two time frames in each picture. The 
grandparents are the ultimate heroes and victors; they stayed alive and they stayed Jews. 

Lakin: Don't Forget Tambourine I color drawings. 
If a spoonful of sugar helps the medicine go down, this is a good does for primary readers uninitiated in Holocaust 
history. Gentle art supports a gentle tale set immediately post war when survivors were part of children's daily lives. 
A little girl's first independent shopping trip introduces the need to remember bad things to prevent their reoccurrence! 

YA NOVELS 

Boraks-Nemetz: The Old Brown Suitcase. Ben-Simon 
Here is a sleeper, complete with a teacher's guide (Nowak : Ben-Simon). This paperback only autobiographical novel 
combines wartime reminiscences and postwar confessions in alternating chapters. Readers will immediately relate to the 
perfectly captured adolescent sensibilities and angst. Once hooked they will absorb the hidden - in Poland - child memoir 
and immigrant- to Canada -experience. Vivid and personal, this captivating teen saga explores lying, secrecy, anti
Semitism, rejection and success. 

Nolan: If I Should Die Before I Wake. Harcourt Brace. 
Looking for weird story frames? The protagonist is a contemporary, American, teenaged, neo-Nazi who relives the 
Holocaust as a Jewish victim while in a coma resulting from a car crash after celebrating the kidnapping of an Orthodox 
boy. (Really!) The novel hops between time frames and plots as it turns hate to love and adds mystical powers to 
remembrance. 

Schleimer: Far From the Place We Called Home. Feldheim. 
The plot of this engrossing book rests on the Kindertransport. Four boys face persecution in Austria and Germany, the, 
once arrived in England, the dilemmas of strangers in a strange land. Pitied victims in 1938, they become enemy aliens 
in 1939. The many protagonists allow many host reactions to be explored. Hebrew is frequently used as a device for 
local color and requires trips to the glossary. This is sound historical fiction covering civilian life in wartime. 

Schnur: The Shadow Children. Morrow I illustrated. 
What a fierce, eerie story, a tale haunted and haunting. A child bumps into French Holocaust history and - like bumps in 
the night - hairs prickle on the back of your neck. The point of view is stunning: the enduring guilt of gentile adults who 
turned Jewish refugee children over to the Nazis to survive themselves. The narrator recalls his supernatural childhood 
encounter as an adult; his grownup asides foreshadow and increase suspense. Remove evidence. Repress thoughts. 
Invite the ghosts. You should never forget. 

NON-FICTION 

Bachrach: Tell Them We Remember. Little, Brown I photographs. 
Two page-per-topic spreads provide manageable explanations of the Holocaust in a chronological step-by-step. The 
pictures are worth the proverbial1000 words. The sole source of material is the Holocaust Memorial Museum. The slant 
provides history as the experiences of ordinary people. For children, about children, it is a solid reference about a sad 
past. 

Drucker: The Family Treasury of Jewish Holidays. Little, Brown I illustrated. 
This pleasant anthology includes an excellent chapter on Yom Ha-Shoah. It dares to discuss the presence or absence of 
God during the Holocaust in addition to historical facts, excerpts from Anne Frank's diary and a Dutch tradition of six 
yellow tulips to mark. remembrance day. 

Rosenberg: Hiding to Survive. Clarion I photographs. 
Fourteen adults recall childhood hiding in Belgium, France, Holland, Hungary and Poland in a well written, emotionally 
satisfying collection. They share their fear, loneliness, anger and ambivalence about remaining Jewish. Each tale is a 
coherent, anxious hide and seek. Every story has a post-script, fifty years later. 
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The Pope and the Holocaust. by Father John S. Rader and Kateryna Fedoryja. Alexandrai, S. Dakota: 
Family Apostolate, 1994. 125 p. $7.50 pb. 
Reviewed by Muriel Moster, Sinai Temply Blumenthal Library Volunteer. 

The wortd recognizes the moral power, the awesome role, and the responsibility of the Pope, as well as the 
potential for influence the Vatican has in affecting world affairs. 

Eugenio Pacelli is the Pope referred to in the title. As Pius XII he was elected to the papacy six months before 
Wortd War II began. The historical period in which he lived and his spiritual responses to the hostile climate created by 
Hitler's and Mussolini's reign of terror is of great interest. As Pacelli advanced in church hierarchy, he was assigned 
important responsibilities and diplomatic duties which prepared him for the role he would assume in the critical war years. 
As papal nuncio in Bertin and Bavaria, Pacelli spoke German, felt very close to the German milieu, and, of course, to the 
30,000,000 Catholics living in Germany. 

About the last fifth of this slim volume treats the matter of the Dope and European Jewry's annihilation by the 
Nazis. How many times have we heard "Why didn't the Pope speak , .. Jt and condemn Hitler and his atrocities?" Surely, 
it was felt, his voice was powerful enough to put a halt to the murderous madness. According to the book, which is 
written with a definite Catholic bias, the Pope walked a sensitive line between openly condemning Hitler, thereby giving 
succor to the helpless victims, and endangering the existence and rights of German Catholics. 

We read, furthermore, that the Nazi made threats on his life, especially after his wartime Christmas messages 
which were heard by more people wortd-wide than any other talk by a leader. The authors make the case that the Pope 
would allude to minority suffering and crueii:y by national leaders without actually mentioning Jews or Nazis. The book 
offers the fact that Pius XII did intervene, donating chalices to Rome's Jewish community so satisfy Hitler's demand for 
gold, managing to save 90% of Rome's Jews from arrest, helping 5000 Italian Jews find sanctuary in Vatican cloisters 
and convents, and assisting through relief efforts, new identifications, and immigration visas for 860,000 Jews despite the 
mandate imposed on him by the Nazis to remain "neutral." 

The authors note that the Pope faced overwhelming challenges in his need to reconcile duty and loyalty to 
Catholics while pursuing justice, brotherhood, and human rights for all peoples. Despite being stymied on all sides by 
Mussolini, by Hitler, by the Communists, a portrait emerges of feartessness and activism in times that tried men's faith 
and energies. 

One would again question the veracity of this material were it not documented that after the war ended survivors 
and representatives of Jewish organizations, such as the Emergency committee to Save the Jewish People of Europe, 
the Wortd Jewish Congress, the American Jewish congress, and the Agudas Israel Wortd Organization all came with 
messages of thanks to the Vatican to show their gratitude to the man to whom they felt they owed so much. No less a 
leader than Golda Meir stated on hearing of Pope Pius' death, "When fearful martyrdom came to our people during the 
Nazi terror, the voice of the Pope was raised for the victims, speaking out..." 

To round out the questions inherent in how much or how little the Pope did to save Jewish lives, one must not 
overtook the opinions held forth in Alan Levy's outstanding book, The Wiesenthal File. He speaks of the "Vatican's 
institutional step-by-step acquiescence to increasingly terrible acts (by Nazis) before and during Wortd War II." He states 
that the Vatican was the largest single organization involved in the illegal movement of Nazis out of Europe, at war's end, 
aiding them with new passports, visas, money, etc. 

In the interviews with Simon Wiesenthal, Levy records his comments about the "strangely silent," passive Pope, 
who issued timid proclamations and whose statements were weakened by being disseminated at times in Latin only and, 
therefore, not heard in German. 

The Fiftieth anniversary of the ending of Wortd War II makes it necessary that both these most informative books 
be read for they impact on ali mankind's past, present, and future. 

PICTURES OF SUCCESS 
from LA Times by Brian Alcorn 

Looters ransacking a dry-cleaning store. Racial 
tensions. An apartment building on fire. Not the kind of 
things you'd expect to find in a children's book. But 
"Smoky Night" (Harcourt Brace , 1994) is no ordinary 
children's book. 

Last week, "Smoky Night," which tells the story 
of an urban riot from a child's perspective, won the 
prestigious Randolph Caldecott Medal, awarded 
annually by the American Library Association to the best 
illustrated children's book. For the book's illustrator, 

David Diaz, the award is a sweet vindication for a 
controversial project that began almost immediately 
after the LA. riots. 

"I was stunned," Diaz said in an interview from 
his home in Rancho La Costa. His voice reduced to a 
hoarse rasp by a week of fielding interviews and job 
offers, Diaz nonetheless couldn't contain his elation. "I 
can't imagine a cooler award to get. It's like wining the 
Pulitzer Prize," he said. 
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"Smoky Night" was the idea of Pasadena author 
Eve Bunting, who said she started writing the story while 
the National Guard was still on the streets of Los 
Angeles after three nights of deadly rioting from April 29 
to May 1, 1992. "I immediately thought of the children 
who were watching it on TV," Bunting said. "What did 
they think about what they were seeing?" So she wrote 
the story of a boy named Daniel, who loses his cat, 
Jasmine, during a night of rioting that sweeps through 
his neighborhood. Daniel, his mother and their 
neighbors take refuge in a shelter after a fire drives 
them from their apartment building. So does Mrs. Kim, 
the neighborhood grocer from whom Daniel's mother 
has always kept her distance, telling her son, "It's better 
if we buy from our own people." Mrs. Kim's grocery 
store has been looted and her cat is missing too. 
Everyone knows the two cats don't get along. Where 
could they be? 

Diaz's stunning page design sets 14 vibrant 
acrylic tableaux against backgrounds of photographed 
collages. The classically composed tableaux, with their 
bright colors and thick lines, have the quality of stained 
glass. Even the smoke seems solid. But it's the 
collages that are most compelling. Made of bits of 
everything from cardboard and cloth to shoe leather and 
cereal, they create a sense of chaos and, in the end, 
reconciliation. 

The book hasn't been universally praised. USA 
Today called the work morose and said the harrowing 
tale ought to come with a parental guidance label. . 
But Candace Lynch, a San Gabriel children's book critic 
and former librarian, said she recommends the book to 
teachers and parents. "It's a perfect book," she said. 
"Children learn that even in the worst situations, some 
good can come. When you read it to children, you see 
their eyes getting wider. The little ones put their thumbs 
in their mouths. Then, when the cats are found 
together, everyone lets out a sigh of relief." "I was 
stunned by the artwork," Lynch added. "There is one 
page where Mrs. Kim is standing outside her grocery 
store after it has been looted, and you realize that the 
collage in the background [mostly multicolored breakfast 
cereal] must have been what the floor of her store 
looked like. Even adults should be moved by images 
like this." 

Diaz, a graduate of the Ft. Lauderdale Art 
Institute, spent the earty years of his career as a graphic 
designer before gradually moving into illustrating full
time. "Smoky Night" is the first picture book he has 
illustrated, although his artwork has appeared in many 
major magazines and newspapers, including the LA 
Times. Diaz, who has three children, said his 5-year-old 
son, Ariel, took the book to kindergarten, where his 
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teacher read it to the class. "He loved it," said Diaz with 
the double pride of a father and artist. "He's only 5 and 
he understood what it was saying about tolerance and 
people needing to get along." 

Even though race and prejudice make up the 
subtext of the book, the characters themselves are not 
representatives of any particular ethnic groups. "That 
was absolutely intentional," said Diaz. "There's a 
sameness to the characters. Even though they are all 
identifiable, the palette is the same for everyone." 
Bunting, who has written more than 150 books in her 25-
year career, said she couldn't have been more pleased 
with Diaz's approach. "I had an uncertain feeling on 
how an illustrator was going to handle it," she said. "I 
didn't want to have an specifically black people or brown 
people. I thought it was brilliant. There is a dignity to all 
of them." She laughed. "I never thought I'd like people 
with blue faces, but there it is." 

Amazing as it may seem, Bunting and Diaz 
have never met. The had never even spoken to each 
other until Bunting called Diaz last week to congratulate 
him on winning the Caidecott medal. Their coliaboraiion 
came about when Diaz sent a booklet of illustrations to 
Harcourt Brace Editor Diane D'Andrade as a present. 
The loose sketches depicted faces Diaz saw while 
vacationing in Brazil. D'Andrade thought so much of 
the illustrations, and the collages they were set against, 
that she immediately commissioned Diaz to do "Smoky 
Night." "I had worked with David on another project [a 
book of poetry called 'Neighborhood Odes'], and I didn't 
even consider him for 'Smoky Night.," D'Andrade said. 
"His style just didn't seem suited for it. But when I saw 
that book [of sketches], I knew I had my illustrator." 
"I had never done anything quite like it before," Diaz 
said of the project. "There was an element of fear." 

The Caldecott medal, awarded annually since 
1938, is considered the most prestigious award a 
children's illustrator can win. The American Library 
Association also awarded the 1995 John Newberry 
Medal to author Sharon Creech, an American citizen 
who lives in Surrey, England, for her book "Walk With 
Two Moons," published by Harper-Collins. It tells the 
story of a 13-year-old Native American girt who sets out 
to visit her mother who has not returned from a trip to 
Idaho. Winners were chosen by a committee of 
librarians, teachers and critics. The medals will be 
presented in June. 

In the meantime, Diaz has begun working on his 
second picture book. "I didn't know it could be this 
good," he said. "I know some people think I'm a 
newcomer, but believe me, I've paid my dues." "I hope 
he doesn't think this is easy," Bunting said, laughing. 
"It's going to be hard to top his debut.' 
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