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MARCIA BATES, MAUREEN RUSSELL 
AND ED SZYNAKA TO SPEAK. 



PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

Once again we have come the full cycle, and we stand on the threshold of a new and 
exciting year filled with plans and promise. 

As we prepare ourselves for the special time of year which includes Rosh Hashanah, 
Yom Kippur, and the Ten Days of Repentance, we stop to reflect on our past thoughts and 
deeds as well as to project on the future. As members of national AJL, we can proudly recall 
our strong collective voice protesting a biased anti-Israel ALA resolution which caused many 
of us to reconsider our goals as librarians. We can also think about the past year filled with 
educational programs, networking sessions, and growing professional and personal 
friendships among committed Jewish librarians. 

Rosh Hashanah, according to the scholar Rabbi Arey Kaplan, of blessed memory, 
recalls the sixth day of creation on which G-d formed man, an event which constitutes the true 
foundation of the world. It was following this day that G-d said it was "very good," and it is, 
therefore, appropriats that we too spiritually start off our activities with the recognition of the 
inherent potential of "very good" that also lies before us. With this in mind, we, the members 
of AJLSC, look forward to a terrific year-- one in which we will promote the Jewish library 
presence in Los Angeles with our participation in the re-opening of the Central Library, work 
to raise the professional level of our libraries and librarians through CEU classes and 
networking, and provide the highest level of Judaic and general resources that are available 
to our schools and communities. 

It is my hope that all of us, as individuals and as an organization, will succeed in this 
coming year of 5754 in all of our endeavors. On behalf of the executive board of AJLSC, I'd 
like to wish all of you a happy, healthy, and productive year! L'SHANAH TOVAH TIKATEVU!!! 

Upcoming Meeting Dates for Your Calendar: 

--Rachel Glasser 
President, AJLSC 

September 20, 1993 General Meeting: Sephardic Temple Library 
October 11 , 1993 Board Meeting 
November 8, 1993 General Meeting 
December 6, 1993 Board Meeting 
January 3, 1994 General Meeting 
February 7, 1994 Board Meeting 
March 7, 1994 General Meeting 
AprilS, 1994 Board Meeting 
May 2, 1994 General Meeting 
June 12, 199 Picnic and Final Meeting 

AJLSC Library Light is distributed free to AJLSC members. 
EDITOR: Cheryl Miller 

Simon Wiesenthal Center Library 9760 W. Pico Blvd., Los Angeles, 90035 
(213) 553-9036 Fax: (213) 553-8007 

WORD PROCESSING/LAYOUT: Matt Doran 
Typed copy should be submitted to Cheryl Miller. 
DEADLINE for the next issue is Friday, October 8, 1993. 

Permission to reprint is granted when credit is given to "AJLSC Library Light". 
Library Light is printed on recycled paper. 
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General Meeting: 

September 20, 1993 7:30p.m. Levy Sephardic Library 

"The Crisis in Libraries and Library Education in California Today. 
No Librarians? --Find it Yourself' 

(Levy Sephardic Library, 10500 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles; corner (Warner) -- 2 
blocks west of Beverly Glen. Limited parking available in lot under building -- enter on 
Warner -- come early for space -- other events in the building that night. If you are late, 
parking is available on the street.) 

Library schools around the state are facing new challenges. What does this mean for 
the future of librarianship as a profession? Come to the September meeting to discuss new 
answers and alternative solutions. Professor Marcia Bates,· Acting Chair, Department of 
Library and Information Science, Graduate School of Library and Information Science, UCLA, 
and Maureen Russell, Librarian, Ethnomusicology Archive, UCLA, Co-Chairperson of the 
Task Force to Preserve Our Programs and Save Our Schools, will speak. Ed Szynaka, 
Director of the Pasadena Public Library will discuss the changing role of Public Libraries in 
Southern California. 

******************************* 
******************************* 

F.Y.I. 

The Simon Wiesenthal Center's Library/Archive is presenting an exhibition of children's 
literature and illustrations demonstrating the importance of teaching tolerance to children. If 
you would like to participate in this exhibition we are currently accepting books and 
illustrations to display. 

The dates of the exhibition are as follows: Monday, October 4 through Sunday, October 
31' 1993. 

Please contact: Nancy Acord  or leave materials with the Simon 
Wiesenthal Center librarian. 

Coming Soon!! The AJL 28th Convention's abstracts will be on 
Ha-Safran. Thanks to Edith Lubetski and Steven Siegel. 

Portions will be available in upcoming issues of Ubrary Ught. 

Congratulations to Susan March on the Publication of "Israel Philately: 
An Annotated Bibliography" in The Israel Philatelist vol. XLIV No. 5/6 June 1993. 

Mazel Tov to Hillary Zana on the birth of a son. 
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POSTSCRIPT : FOLLOW-UP ON THE ALA RESOLUTION ON ISRAELI CENSORSHIP 
The Results of the ALA New Orleans Conference, June 1993 

By Susan Frieband. 

Events proceeded very quickly at the ALA Conference in New Orleans regarding the 
Resolution on Israeli Censorship. ALA Council's agenda was revised, so that at the very first 
Council meeting on Sunday, June 27, the resolution was considered, discussed and finally 
rescinded by Council. This occurred during the same time as the meeting of the Jewish 
Librarians Task Force, so that we were not present to observe the events or hear the 
discussion at this Council meeting. 

Later, at the first membership meeting, a new resolution was introduced (by David 
Williams and his group) calling for membership to reaffirm and resupport the original 1992 
resolution on Israeli censorship (in the light of the Council's action). This resolution was 
discussed, and then was overwhelmingly voted down by the membership. At the second 
membership meeting, the issue was again raised with a resolution on Egyptian censorship. 
This resolution, after some discussion, was again voted down by membership. 

The sense at this membership meeting was that many members do not believe that 
ALA should be involved in complex, international political issues; rather, it should focus its 
efforts and attention to clearly library or librarianship issues. However, this broader concern 
(lying behind the Israeli and Egyptian censorship issues)-- that is, the role or responsibility of 
the Association vis-a-vis social and political issues (national or international) was not 
resolved. There is no clear policy on this issue, and many differences of opinion and differing 
points of view about whether and in what way, the Association should be involved in social 
and political issues. 

It appears clear, however, from the membership meeting that David Williams and his 
supporters are still very much concerned about the issue of Israeli censorship, and will 
continue to work on it within the American Library Association. Therefore, it is possible that 
the issue may be raised again, in the form of other resolutions, at future ALA conferences. It 
is important that the Jewish Librarians Task Force, the AJL, and other groups concerned 
about Israel and about this issue be aware of this possibility, keep informed about ALA 
meetings and activities, participate in them, and remain committed to making their voices 
heard. 

*********************************************-
AJLSC Presents Program at Los Angeles Central Libr~/6~ .. 3 0 

On Tuesday, October 19, AJLSC will present a special pro~m. " annie Martinson 
Looks at Jewish Books," at the newly reopened Los Angeles Central Lib ry, 530 Sixth Street 
as part of its month-long celebration honoring books and librari,es. he program will take 
place in LAPL's auditorium at 8 p.m. and will be preceded at · . by a guided tour of the 
new facility conducted by an LAPL representative. Any AJLSC member who went on the 
hard-hat tour some months ago can vouch for the excitement of the building's concept and 
execution, so you'll want to make a special effort to see it for yourself. 

The program itself will feature Ms. Martinson, whose syndicated television 
interview/review program reaches over 40,000,000 households, as she speaks with authors 
whose recent books are of particular Jewish interest. At this time, we are expecting them to 
include Trudi Alexy, author of The Mezuzah in the Madonna's Foot, Faye Kellerman, author 
of the Rina Lazarus mysteries (the latest of which is Grievous Sin) and other works, Ehud 
Yonay, author of No Margin For Error, and Dr. Doris B. Whitman, author of The Uprooted. 

Plan to attend this very special AJLSC program. Parking will be available in a secured 
lot. We may need to reserve spaces, so you should RSVP to Rita Frischer or Rachel Perse at 
Sinai Temple, 310-470-4165 or474-1518, Ext. 248. 
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Teaching Tolerance 
An education project dedicated to helping teachers promote 
interracial and intercultural understanding in the classroom 

CURRICULUM TOOLS 
Teaching Tolerance offers free curriculum packages designed to promote interracial 

and intercultural understanding. 
The first of these packages is America's Civil Rights Movement, a multimedia kit for 

secondary classrooms. The kit includes: A Time for Justice, a 38-minute film by Academy 
Award-winning documentary filmmaker Charles Guggenheim, the 1 04-page text Free at Last: 
A History of the Civil Rights Movement and Those Who Died in the Struggle, and a 
detailed teacher's guide. 

Curriculum materials for elementary classrooms will be available in the future. 
To Order Free Kit: Have your principal send a request to the address below. Limit one 

copy per school. The kit will be mailed at no charge. This free offer applies while supplies 
last. 
A FREE MAGAZINE FOR EDUCATORS 

Teaching Tolerance publishes a semi-annual magazine offering teachers ready-to-use 
ideas and strategies based on a few simple premises: 

Tolerance is at the core of good citizenship. Neither neighborhoods nor nations can 
survive without it. 

Tolerance can be taught, not just talked about. Teachers have developed an 
astounding variety of techniques that work. 

Teaching tolerance goes far beyond the scope of human relations sessions and 
prejudice-reduction seminars. It is a lesson that belongs everywhere in the curriculum. 

Teaching Tolerance is not meant to be a forum for ideological debate, but a practical 
collection of tools and ideas, and a source of inspiration for the thousands of teachers who 
are helping our children learn to live together. 

In the premiere issue of Teaching Tolerance: 
New York City high school students talked frankly about racial stereotyping. 
A fourth-grade teacher in Oklahoma City helped his students deal with the white 

supremacist killing of their hero. 
Psychiatrist Robert Coles affirmed the importance of values in education. 
And teachers from Oregon, Arizona, North Carolina, Illinois and Missouri shared 

strategies that they have used to teach tolerance. 

To Order Magazine: Teaching Tolerance is mailed twice a year at no charge to teachers and 
librarians. To receive your copy, please conttact Gayle Hill at . 

L.A. SPEAK 
What they're whispering - a sample of library lingo: 

8 o'clock : a person who comes in five minutes before closing with a difficult request. "I had 
an 8 o'clok last night who wanted to know how much the fingers on the Statue of Liberty 
weighed." 
elephants: oversized volumes that don't fit on the regular shelves. 
full moon day: when an inordinate number of disturbed patrons visit. 
n.o.s.: not on shelf. "Last week's People magazine is n.o.s." 
p.p.: problem patron. "I had a p.p. yesterday who wanted to call the mayor's office because 
there weren't any paper towels in the restrooms." 

--Los Angeles Times Magazine, August 29, 1993 
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Since When Are Libraries Expendable? 
by Huell Howser 

When it happens, the TV news cameras won't be there. It's not sexy enough. 
When it happens, the politicians certainly won't be there or available for comment -

unless it's to point the finger of blame at someone else. 
But when it happens, it will indeed be a historic day for Los Angeles County and its 

citizens, a day that will forever be recorded as a turning point in our society, an example of a 
value system gone completely berserk and out of control. A day of embarrassment for all of 
US. 

The day we close our libraries. 
Most people don't even realize that it's about to happen. If reported at all, as part of the 

county's severe budget crunch, it definitely has been overshadowed by the bigger and more 
sensational news that the county might have to lay off law enforcement personnel and actually 
close jails. These days it's politically correct to play to our legitimate fears of crime and 
criminals. The sheriff has requested a budget of almost a billion dollars, and he's going to get 
it. We'll be able to keep people in jail and out of our faces for at least one more fiscal year. 

Meanwhile, we will ever so quietly go about the dirty business of closing exactly half of 
our county libraries. Forty-three libraries, to be exact, will be shut down, boarded up, put out 
of business. All of the remaining branches will have their hours cut in half, no new books will 
be bought, all periodicals will be canceled and 800 individuals, including countless 
professional librarians, whose lives have been devoted to the betterment of us all, will 
unceremoniously fired. 

All of this because we and our elected officials can't find $30 million to keep the library 
system intact. 

Of course, it's easy to blame the politicians-- they have a way of making themselves 
easy targets. But a lot of the blame rests squarely on our shoulders. 

In our country, ever since Ben Franklin's day, public libraries have always just been 
there, free and available to everyone. The local library was part of growing up, part of the 
Norman Rockwell image we all carry around of what America is all about. And because 
they've been there in the past, we've all grown complacent and assumed they'd always be 
there in the future. 

The last time libraries were closed and "books were burned" was way back in Hitler's 
Germany. I mean, nobody closes libraries these days. 

Except, of course, in paradise, where obviously we've all been out in the sun so long 
that we actually have come to believe that our tax monies are better spent arresting and 
locking people up after they've gone bad than spending a pitiful few cents on our kids to help 
them stay good. We lock criminals inside our jails and lock kids outside our libraries. Perfect 
logic. 

So, it appears the criminals have won. Our time and money and resources are spent 
on them while the good law-abiding citizens of our communities are penalized. The word is 
out around town: the way to get attention (and money) from the system is to break the law. 
And the quiet librarians along with the decent people who use the libraries to read and study 
and learn and try to better themselves have found out the hard way that they're not very 
important in the scheme of things. . 

And soon our so-called civilized society here in Southern California will be able to chalk 
up yet another first: we'll be able to hold the distinction of closing more libraries than any other 
place in America. 

Shame on us all. 
-- Reprinted from Los Angeles Times, July 19, 1993 

Hue// Howser is a reporter/producer whose programs appear on KCET-TV, Los 
Angeles. 
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Book Review 

Judaism's Once and Forever King 

Certain Women by Madeleine L'Engle. New York : Farrar Straus Giroux, 1992. 352 p. $21. 
ISBN 0-374-12025-0. Review by Ellen Cole, Temple Isaiah, Levine Library. 

Stone whirled from his sling shot. Music soared from his harp. Original song poured from his 
lips. Terror stalked his heels. Confrontation proved victorious. Victory cemented power. 
Power brought romance and rebellion. Behind this leader came wives, concubines, countless 
children. And beside him, always, his God, our God. No wonder David, second King of Israel 
is such a dynamo protagonist be it bible or modern book. The latest contemporary author to 
marvel at this phenomenal Jewish man is a non-Jewish woman, familiar to us through the 
knockout literature she writes for our children: Madeleine L'Engle. in her new novei,Certain 
Women, L'Engle creates an allegory set in double track flashbacks to meditate on David as 
religious, poiiticai and moral model. 

King David has a modern parallel. David Wheaton is a man of equal passion, action 
and stature in his world of the theater, Wheaton has nine wives (one more than King David) 
r, ,d eleven children (way behind his biblical hero). Now 87 and ill, Wheaton sails the calming 
\'Jaters of the Pacific Northwest accompanied by his current wife and favorite daughter, Emma. 

• reminisces about his colorful career and wallows in his one disappointment, his inability to 
actualize his life-long obsession to play King David on the stage. This failure need not have 
been and therein lies the major plot tension and structure of the modern flashbacks. In 
tandem with the modern story line is the ancient tale and its biblical flashbacks. Recounted 
simultaneously with mounting revelations they challenge the reader to recall King David's 
h;istory before it is repeated, tweak curiosity about duplications with the modern Wheaton 
ramily and raise concern about Emma's heartache 

Surprisingly, despite dominant male energy, violence and passion, this is a quiet, 
cerebral, sometimes sad fiction. Calculated or not by the author, this effect results from the 
tone of voice. Both Davids are filtered through their women. Dialogue imparts the story. The 
women succeed in breathing reality into act and emotion. Ironically, writer's block and failure 
result when a male story teller attempts the biblical saga through the vehicle of a modern play. 
By narrative quirk, two larger than life men vie with their women and children for center stage. 

'1U need family trees to keep the Wheatons straight and second-guess the biblical portents . 
. _.;eath stalks modern thespians as well as ancient prophets. 

This novel succeeds because it is more than clever intellect at work. L'Engle gives us 
a moral tale that grapples with secular contradictions and religious values, especially man's 
relationship to God. Within a world of small, constantly warring tribes, David envisions a more 
complex vision of his patriarchal deity than Samuel, Nathan or Saul. His God is less 
masculine, more nurturing, understanding and forgiving. The Old Testament did not shy from 
opining on love and hate, peace and war, marriage and divorce, loyalty and tyranny. Should 
we shy from its lessons? 

Certain Women agrees King David's magnetism lies in his flawed humanity. He 
stumbled as husband, parent, statesman. Only after he failed was he truly kin, truly great. 
Religious and immoral, defiant and despairing, faithless lover, loving father, famous ruler, 
David made "being human a rich and splendid endeavor". He more than endures as vivid 
hero; he fascinates and thereby remains eminently readable for all men and women. 
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SAVE THE DATE 

BUREAU OF JEWISH EDUCATION OF GREATER LOS ANGELES 
DAY SCHOOL EDUCATORS CONFERENCE FEBRUARY 18, 1994 

Time: 

Location: 

Grade Level: 

Tentative cost: 

Participants: 

8:30 a.m. - 1 :30 p.m. 

StephenS. Wise Temple 
15500 Stephen S. Wise Drive 
Los Angeles, CA 90077 

K-12 

$15.00 

Day School teachers, principals, librarians, and other personnel. 
All librarians are invited. 

There will be a workshop planned by Association of Jewish Libraries of Southern 
California, a workshop planned by the Jewish Community Library, and other workshops of 
much interest to librarians. 

Contact your principal to be included in the group attending the conference. 
For further information contact Hava Ben-Zvi,  

The Video Dilemma 

Librarians building their video collections try to make the most cost-effective purchases 
they can for their budget dollars. The purchase of 16mm films and videos from traditional 
school and library market distributors has always been a relatively straightforward matter. 
The desired title or titles are usually available only from a single distributor, who owns the sole 
rights to that title; one only has contact that distributor or work with the designated sales 
representative to obtain the material. 

The arrival of special interest home video titles in the marketplace and the appeal of 
this alternate format in libraries, however, have added another wrinkle. These less-expensive 
videos, originally intended for the commercial home video market, are available from a 
number of sources, often including the original producer of the tape, a retailer, multiple 
jobbers and subdistributors, and such library distributors as Baker and Taylor, Brodart, and 
Ingram. 

There are other difficulties here: terminology, rights, and price. In the home video 
business, the term distributor is used to designate just one of the sources for purchase of a 
tape. These distributors often offer their video titles at a discount from the suggested retail 
price. Another aspect is the great and ever-discussed copyright topic of public performance-
the permission to show a video in a group setting. These rights are usually included with the 
videos from the traditional school and library distributors, but may or may not be included in, 
or available with, the purchase price of the less-expensive home video titles that librarians 
seek out. Some videos are distributed with public performance rights to the school and library 
market but are also available through another distributor and often can be found in a well
stocked video store. Thus, there can be price differentials for the same video title as 
determined by public performance rights, availability to the school and library market, 
purchase for home use only, or acquisition from a library jobber. 

8 



..--------------------------------------------

AJLSC Library Light September/October 1993 

AJL DOROTHY SCHROEDER MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

Thank you to the following, who recently made generous donations: 

Susan Dubin -- in honor of the outgoing AJLSC Board 
-- in honor of Rita Frischer receiving the Dorothy 

Schroeder Award 
--in memory of Marci Posner's son-in-law 

Ronda Rose -- in honor of AJLSC Past President, Susan Dubin 
- in memory of Joan Buchbinder's husband, Mandel 
--in memory of Judy Katz's husband, Bernie 
-- in memory of Adaire's mother-in-law, Flora Klein 

Barbara Leff-- in honor of Rita Frischer receiving the Dorothy Schroeder Award 

Roz and Abner Goldstein -- in honor of Rita Frischer receiving the Dorothy Schroeder Award 

Adaire and Manny Klein -- in appreciation to all of those AJLSC members who extended such 
kindness during a very difficult period of our lives 

MEMBERSHIP ANNOUNCEMENT 

Please note new membership date!! The roster will be printed immediately after the 
September 15th deadline. NO EXCEPTIONS!!! If you are not sure that you renewed, please 

call Ronda Rose. 

WE NEED YOUR NEW BOOKS!! 

In support of the re-opening of the Los Angeles Central Library, AJLSC is planning an 
ongoing project to supplement LAPL'S Judaic holdings. 

~, We will be presenting a collection of new Judaica to a representative of LAPL at our 
October 19th program. Additional gifts will be given each year. 

We are now collecting from our members brand new Judaic books for this putpose. 
PLEASE BRING any suitable (unprocessed) contributions to the September 20th meeting. 

Any questions, call Ronda Rose  or Ellen 
Cole  

LIBRARIAN NEEDED 

Maimonides Academy 
310 N. Huntley (near Beverly Center) 
call Evelyn Sass at 310-659-2456 
1 0-month job: 18 hours/week --flexible 
Library experience required - emphasis on geroral studies materials 
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AJLSC announces: 

HEBREW FOR LIBRARIANS 

givl;.n by 

HEBREW UNION COLLEGE 

September/October 1993 

Terms for Rituals & Holidays - Tools (concordances, dictionarie~ Rabbinic 
resources) -The Hebrew Calendar & Dates- Gematria- HistorY and \:>tructure of 
the Hebrew Language- Abbreviations- Numbers- Transliteration - Hebrew Title 
Pages 

Begins: Week of Oct. 18, 1993 
Heorew Review Class: Week of Oct. 1 o 1993 
Prerequisite: Reading Knowledge of Hebrew 
Credits: 2 
Tuition: $180 (includes HMC subsidy) 
Registration: $5 
Instructor: Adaire Klein, 
Director of Library & Archival Services, 
Simon Wiesenthal Center 

·, /' 

~ r 
I :I 
' ' 

Location: StephenS. Wise Temple Library, West L.A. 
Information: call Adaire: 310-553-9036 (day), 310-557-0629 (eve) 

Send to: 
Adaire Klein 
Simon Wiesenthal Center 
9760 West Pico Blvd. 
Los Angeles, CA 90035 

Name ________________________________________________ __ 

Address. ______________________________________________ __ 

Home Phone ________ Work Phone ___________________ _ 

State Preference: Wednesday __ Thursday __ 
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