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ASSOCIATION OF JEWISH LmRARIES OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 

GENERAL MEETING 

NOVEMBER 8, 1993 AT 7:30 
Valley Beth Shalom New Library 

PROGRAMS AND RESOURCES 
IN JUDAIC LIBRARIES 

Susan Dubin 
Martha Globerman 

Sue Greening 

NOV./DEC 1993 

will discuss successful library programs. 

Please bring your own prograttls to share 
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
Once again Jewish Book Month is here. This is the time of year when we all 

work so hard to 
highlight Jewish books, libraries, and resources through special programs, 
contests, and speakers. It is a time of excitement along with frustration, 
optimism along with skepticism, and pride along with a tinge of fear. 

The members of our association work hard to promote the use of Jewish 
books in all facets of life. We encourage our students, parents, teachers, and 
patrons to turn to books for knowledge, comfort, pleasure, and enrichment while 
stressing that it is the Jewish component which is the vital factor in our lives. 
This is our annual opportunity to raise the Jewish literary consciousness of 
southern California. AJLSC is proud of the many events which have been 
planned for this year, many in conjunction with the re-opening of the Los 
Angeles Central Library. 

Perhaps we can follow the example of Rabbi Avraham Yitzchak Kook, who 
wrote a large number of works and said, "It is not that I have the strength to 
write, but I don't have the strength not to write." We, as Judaic librarians, must 
never lose our strength to encourage the use and reading of Jewish books. The 
entire world is open to all of us -- through books -- and it is up to each individual 
to choose what is most important and make it his/her own. 

-- Rachel Glasser 
President, AJLSC 

********************************************* 
Upcoming Meeting Dates for Your Calendar: 

November 8, 1993 
December 6, 1993 
January 3, 1994 
February 7, 1994 
March 7, 1994 
April 5, 1994 
May 2, 1994 
June 12, 1994 

General Meeting, Valley Beth Shalom 
Board Meeting 
General Meeting 
Board Meeting 
General Meeting 
Board Meeting 
General Meeting 
Picnic and Final Meeting 

AJLSC Library Light is distributed free to AJLSC members. 
EDITOR: Cheryl Miller 

Simon Wiesenthal Center Library 
9760 W. Pica Blvd., Los Angeles, 90035 
(213) 553-9036 Fax: (213) 553-8007 

WORD PROCESSING/LAYOUT: Matt Doran 
Typed copy should be submitted to Cheryl Miller. DEADLINE for the next issue is Monday, 
December 6, 1993. 
Permission to reprint is granted when credit is given to "AJLSC Library Light". 
Library Light is printed on recycled paper. 
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AJLSC Program: 
"Programs & Resources for Judaic Libraries" 

Monday, Nov. 8 - 7:30 p.m. 
Valley Beth Shalom new library 

Susan Dubin (Valley Beth Shalom) -Integrating Judaic and secular studies 
through library programming. 
Martha Globerman (Temple Ramat Zion)- Reading Program & Fundraising. 
Sue Greening (West Valley Jewish Community Center) - Volunteers in the 
library. 

All AJLSC members are invited to bring along their successful library 
program (with handouts for 20) to share! 

*************************************** 
AJLSC GENERAL MEETING 

MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 20, 1993 

Rachel Glasser called the meeting to order at 7:45p.m. and welcomed members to Levy 
Sephardic Library. Rachel wished participants a year of health and happiness. 

Minutes of August 2, 1993 were approved as presented. 
A guest, Leah Rubin, a founder of AJLSC, was introduced. 

TREASURER'S REPORT: A detailed report is on file. 
MEMBERSHIP: 68 current members. Ronda passed out copies of the roster of current 
members. Ronda also circulated a sheet, so that participants could add names of librarians who 
may wish to be members of AJLSC. 
BUREAU OF JEWISH EDUCATION: Hava informed the group that Friday, February 18, a Day 
School Educators Conference will take place. AJLSC is invited to plan a workshop. Hava 
requested that members be in touch with their school principals. 

Rachel did not yet receive a response to the letter she was authorized to send to the 
Bureau, related to AJLSC's participation in future programs. 
REDEDICATION OF CENTRAL LIBRARY: Judy Katz distributed LAPL posters and brochures. 
The AJLSC program with Connie Martinson was not correctly presented in the LAPL brochure. 
Faye Kellerman was featured, "joined by" Connie Martinson. The entry also dropped the AJLSC 
name. LAPL apologized. 

The program will promote four good authors. The library tour begins at 6:30 p.m. Authors 
will sign their books at 7:30 p.m. Rita asked that members make reservations and carpool. 

Rachel noted that Rita is to be commended for her hard work on this project. Rita will work 
with Susan March, to publicize AJLSC's participation. 

Rita requested that members gather duplicates of new Judaica books at their libraries. 
Inscriptions in the books will indicate that AJLSC is presenting them as gifts for the library's 
reopening. AJLSC plans to give this gift to LAPL. Judy Katz will call the department head 
regarding the acceptance of the books. 

Judy Katz noted that LAPL aims to put its branches on-line beginning October 3. Saturday, 
October 2, is the date of a $500 per person gala. 
PUBLICITY: Susan March sent a press release to all Jewish newspapers, regarding AJLSC' 
presence at National. Susan requested that members watch for articles, to be photocopied for a 
scrapbook. Susan has not seen the press release in the papers. 
OLD BUSINESS: Adaire noted that the attendance at the Simon Wiesenthal Center course was 
excellent. She has received several homework assignments. The names on the assignments 
and information will be sent to Ron Reynolds at the BJE. 
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"Hebrew for Librarians," given under the auspices of Hebrew Union College, is scheduled to 
begin the week of October 18, with a review class the previous week. Reading knowledge of 
Hebrew is a prerequisite. Adaire requested commitments, to ascertain that there are enough 
students for a class. The course will last 15 weeks, not including December holiday time, until 
mid-February. The hours are 7:30-9:30 p.m., with a break in between. Adaire hopes that 
participants will commit to the review session the previous week. 

Gayle distributed GSLIS-UCLA Task Force letters. 
Ronda investigated possibilities for AJLSC stationery. Paul moved that the letterhead name 

all elected board members, along with institution affiliations, on the side bar of the stationery. 
Each board member would have his/her address at the bottom. Susan March seconded the 
motion. The motion passed. Ronda will prepare the stationery for the coming board meeting. 

The next board meeting will take place on Monday, October 11. 
NEW BUSINESS: Rita received a mailing from the Jewish Federation Council requesting a 
quote from AJLSC, related to Tikun Olam. Rita wishes to work with Susan March in submitting 
the quote. Paul moved that it be accepted. The motion passed unanimously. 

Paui announced that the subject of the next program, occurring on Monday, November 1, 
will be sharing programming ideas. AJLSC will be invited to a screening of "Schindler's List" at 
Universal Studios. Adaire moved that the president be authorized to approve a set of mailing 
labels to give to Amblin Productions, in order to invite AJLSC membership to the screening of 
"Schindler's List". The motion passed. 

Judy Katz has information on the hours that the county library is open. 
GOOD AND WELFARE: Rachel welcomed Adaire back from Alaska and expressed hope for a 
future report related to the state of libraries in Alaska. 

PROGRAM: Paul introduced the speakers: Professor Marcia Bates, Acting Chair, Department 
of Library and Information Science, Graduate School of Library and Information Science, UCLA; 
Maureen Russell, Librarian, Ethnomusicology Archive, UCLA; and Ed Szynaka, Director of the 
Pasadena Public Library. 
With no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Heidi Creve, Recording Secretary 

MEMBERSHIP ANNOUNCEMENT: 

If you are not receiving your mail at the correct address, please contact Ronda Rose, 
membership vice-president, as to where you want to have your mailing addressed. 

Five Ways to Make Your Work Space Uvable 
by Kelly Good McGee 

How your office or work space looks each day has an impact on how well you work in it. 
What are some ways that you can add your personal stamp, create more comfort, and come up 
with a tasteful look? Martha Stewart, the doyenne of decorating and editor-in-chief of Martha 
Stewart Living magazine, offers these suggestions. 

-"Experiment with miniature plants in unusual pots," says Stewart. 
- "If you're allowed, put in a personal reading lamp with a good shade -- it will give you 

beautiful light to read or work by." 
-"Change a typical office chair by adding pillow pads or pillows." 
-"Instead of using plain manila folders, choose a color that's yours," Stewart advises. "I use 

recycled brown paper folders and turquoise blue ones." 
-Finally, she says, "Find wonderful old In and Out boxes-- the antique ones are much nicer 

than cold plastic. I have old wooden ones that are lovely, and I've also found great boxes that 
are made out of old wire." 

--courtesy Working Woman 
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1994 ALA Midwinter Meeting 
Los Angeles, CA - February 4-10, 1994 

Meeting Site: Los Angeles, California will host the 1994 Midwinter Meeting. The Westin 
Bonaventure Hotel will be the headquarters. The Los Angeles Convention Center will house the 
Exhibits, ALA Offices, Council and Conference Registration. All meetings and other Midwinter 
Meeting events will be located in the properties listed within this form. 
Exhibits: The Exhibits (booth and table) will be located in the Los Angeles Convention Center. 
During June, the Conference Services Office mailed information and application forms to 
vendors currently on the mailing list. 

Vendors who have not received the prospectus may write to Midwinter Exhibits, ALA 
Conference Services, 50 E. Huron St., Chicago, IL 60611. 

The exhibits opening ceremony will be held at 11 a.m. Saturday, February 5. Daily hours 
are 11 a.m.-5 p.m., Saturday, February 5 through Monday, February 7; and 10 a.m.-2 p.m., 
Tuesday, February 8. 
Write for Free Exhibit Passes: Librarians from the area, whether attending the Midwinter 
Meeting or not, are invited to visit the exhibits. Free badges are available by writing: Visit the 
Exhibits, ALA Conference Services, 50 E. Huron St., Chicago, IL 60611. 
Register in Advance and Save: Deadline for advance registration is January 4, 1994. On-site 
registration begins Friday, February 4, at 10 a.m. 
Weekly fees: Advance 

ALA personal members 55 
Full-time library school students 18 
(ALA member or non-member) 
Nonmembers 

Daily fees (paid on-site only): 
115 

ALA personal members n/a 
Full-time library school students n/a 

On-site 
60 
20 

125 

34 
7 

Note: To qualify for the member's registration fees, conferees must have a current, valid 
personal membership card at the time of registration. 
Join ALA and Save Up to $321: First time members can join ALA at the special rate of $38. 
Combine this with the member registration fee and save up to $32. For more information 
contact ALA Membership Services, 800-545-2433 and press 9. 

A Day of Community and Shared Pride 
by Huell Howser 

The Central Library reopening: The lively crowd from all areas of Los Angeles showed that 
people do care about the city and its future. Sunday, Oct. 3, 1993, should be recorded in the 
history books as a defining moment for Los Angeles. 

Few, if any, people had any idea ahead of time that the event taking place on that day 
would end up being so special. But now it's being called "magical" by those who were there. 

I'm talking about the rededication and the reopening of our downtown Central Library. 
The rededication ceremony and accompanying festivities had been planned for months. 

Everyone knew that the political figures would be there for speechmaking, along with the families 
and friends of library staff members and people from around the city who have traditionally 
supported libraries. Estimates were that between 20,000 and 25,000 citizens would be in 
attendance during the day. 

No one was prepared for what actually happened. The lines started forming two hours 
before the doors opened. And by the time Mayor Riordan cut the ribbon, the blocked-off streets 
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surrounding the building were packed with people. Estimates now are that more than 50,000 
men, women and children traveled downtown to visit their Central Library on its opening day. 

However, the attendance figures themselves, impressive as they are, aren't the real story. 
You almost had to be there to fully understand it. But I can tell you there was a feeling in the 

air on Sunday that hasn't been noticeable in out city for some time. It felt like it did back in '84 
during the Olympics: a feeling of excitement, of shared optimism, of community. 

People of all races and ages and cultures coming together to celebrate something quite 
wonderful that belongs to us all. People were smiling and talking with others they happened to 
be next to; perfect strangers were comparing notes about which parts of the library they thought 
were most special. Native Angelenos were telling anyone within earshot colorful stories about 
their past association with the library, while it was obvious that newcomers were already 
beginning to feel at home. 

Everyone stood in awe beneath the beautifully restored rotunda, with its historic murals and 
original world-globe chandelier, and the magnificent new eight-story atrium, with sunlight 
streaming through its clear glass. The children's library was packed with parents reading to their 
kids; the history and genealogy room was filled with people already doing research, and the 
international languages department was standing-room only, with people looking at books, audio 
and videotapes in more that 50 languages. Most exciting were the long lines of adults and 
children waiting patiently to get their brand-new, brightly colored library cards. 

It was a truly wonderful day - one in which the people of Los Angeles, by their mere 
presence and by their numbers, said they do indeed care about their city and its future. They do 
care about making things better through learning and knowledge and education. 

There is a sense of community and shared pride that is very much alive and well in Los 
Angeles. All it needs to blossom is a little bit of nourishment- like the reopening of a grand old 
library. 

--Hue// Howser is a reporter/producer whose 
programs appear on KCET-TV, Los Angeles. 

TO ALL LIBRARIANS 

The services of the Jewish Community Library are available to all librarians in all settings. 
If you need assistance and/or advice (including a visit to your library) in the area of library 

organization or utilization, please let us know. 
You may wish to learn more about or obtain any of the following: 

1) Collection of short playlets to use with students or with puppets; 
2) Ideas for Library or classroom dramatics to stimulate the use of library resources; 
3) Stories suitable for storytelling or for dramatizations; 
4) information on stor11eHing, including story1eHing fest:vals; 
5) Developing a school library; 
6) Library organization in all its aspects; 
7) Bulletin boards; 
8) Ideas for research projects; 
9) Special programs and projects, such as debates, mock-trials of fictional or historical character, 
and more; 
1 0) Book talks to stimulate reading; 
11) Reading programs to be supervised by librarians and/or parents; 
12) "The Reading Connection"-- home and school cooperation and programming of events; 
13) Activities to expand children's responses to literature; 
14) Utilizing special materials in the classroom (Pirke Abboth, pictures, documents, etc.); 
15) Other needs. 

Please call Hava Ben-Zvi at the Jewish Community Library, . 
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BOOK REVIEWS 

Dignity and Defiance by the Simon Wiesenthal Center. Los Angeles: Simon Wiesenthal Center, 1993. 
119 p.: b&w photos, glossary, bibliography, pb. $10. ISBN: 0-943058-15-5. 

Reviewed by Ellen Cole, Temple Isaiah, Levine Library. 

Gripping. Moving. Indelible. describe the Wiesenthal Center's third Fiftieth Anniversary study. 
Dignity and Defiance commemorates and recreates the Warsaw Ghetto uprising of April-May 1943. This 
is no long ago and far away scary tale. This is our past brilliantly remembered so that we may never 
forget. Thanks to AJLSC's Adaire Klein, one of the editors, for such excellence. 

Passionate primary source materials mixed with analyses, maps and photographs turn a definitively 
researched history into an emotional-intellectual resource. Facts are set in historical context in Poland and 
Warsaw. The drama of setting the scene where Jews managed in a nightmare world at once unforeseen 
and unforeseeable is as chilling as the climax of armed rebellion. Unbelievable first hand records have 
been discovered, translated and reprinted. Diaries and biographies personalize desperate acts. 

Moving chronologically from start to - literal - finish, this res<:arch puts a whole new light on the 
attitude of trapped Jews. Jews were led to slaughter, but not as sheep. Their struggle for human dignity 
and spiritual survival is documented day by day. Reaction, evasion and resistance preceded the resort to 
arms. Honor is brought to helpless Jews: shame to capable, but idle bystanders across Europe and the 
U.S. 

This publication is an intense tool for Holocaust instruction, telling in graphic detail what happens 
when a nation twists in 3 1/2 centuries from "a heaven for the Jews" to their hell. There are two great 
symbols of the Holocaust: Auschwitz, the end of European Jews, and the Warsaw Ghetto, the end of 
European Jewish life. We Americans are twice blessed. Once not to have lived it. Now to relive it as 
ordinary Jews become heroes in this outstanding educational remembrance. 

The Seventh Million: the Israelis and the Holocaust, by Tom Segev; translated by Haim Watzman. 
N.Y.: Hill & Wang, 1993. 593 p. $27.50. ISBN: 0-8090-8593-1. 

Reviewed by Paul H. Hamburg, Reference Librarian, Simon Wiesenthal Center Library/Archives. 

Tom Segev is a noted Israeli journalist for the prominent newspaper Ha-arets. In 1991, the Hebrew 
edition of his comprehensive work was published to great acclaim and this year a superb English 
translation has appeared. For anyone concerned with the complex character of Israeli society this 
perceptive and emotional work should be at the top of their reading list. 

Segev traces the relationship of the events of 1933-1945, the years that we have come to know as 
the Holocaust (Hebrew: Sho'ah), to the politics and psyche of the Israeli culture and society from pre
independence Palestine to the present day. The story he has to tell is a difficult one which will disturb and 
trouble many readers. It raises many questions as to the role the Holocaust has played and continues to 
play in contemporary Israeli society. The implications of these questions is relevant to issues faced here in 
the United States as well. 

The Holocaust has informed the course of Israeli political history. From the time of the British 
Mandate, with the influx of refugees from Hitler's Germany, the Holocaust was a source of conflict. The 
political leadership was caught between rebelling against the Mandate and cooperating with the Allies in 
order to save the Jews of Europe. Many have accused Ben-Gurion of ignoring the plight of European 
Jewry. No doubt his priorities centered on securing the emerging state. But Segev shows that for the 
most part the Yishuv (the Jewish settlement in Palestine) was virtually powerless to come to the aid of 
European Jewry lacking the resources for concrete action. When action was taken, it often met with 
failure. 

Segev shows that following independence the Holocaust has played a critical, albeit ambivalent, role 
in the formation of Israeli political culture. From the debates over German reparations, the trauma of the 
Kastner trial, through the capture, trial and execution of Eichmann, to the recently concluded Demjanjuk 
trial, the Holocaust has influenced how Israelis remember the past, how they see themselves and how they 
relate to others. Segev presents the complex fabric of this compelling and emotional history in a fluid and 
masterful style. It is a book that is difficult to put down. 
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Notes from Ha-Safran 

Library of Congress Subject Headings in Jewish Studies 
by Esther Nussbaum 

November/December 1993j 

I would like to inform all the Safranim, that the 4th edition of Library of Congress Subject 
Headings in Jewish Studies, compiled by me, was published by AJL and is available. The 4th 
edition (2 vols., 553 p.) includes a new supplement: Free-Floating Subdivisions. 

To order, write to: Esther Nussbaum, Vice President for Publications, Ramaz Upper School 
Library, 60 East 78th Street, New York, NY 10021, (212) 517-5955. Price: $25.00 (for AJL 
members). $30.00 (for non-members). 

Porat Yosef 
Rabbi Eliyahu Safran has co-edited Porat Yosef: Studies Presented to Rabbi Dr. 

Joseph Safran, published by Ktav. The volume is in honor of his father. The volume contains 
many unique and scholarly pieces, written by a wide range of scholars and thinkers. 

The Committee that published the volume, would like to make it widely available to 
libraries, scholars and other students of Judaica. They would be pleased to send the volume at 
the nominal cost of $10.00 to help cover the expenses involved. Anyone interested may contact 
the Rabbi and order the book from: Rabbi E. Safran, Bezalel Hebrew Day School, 419 5th 
Street, Lakewood, NJ 08701, (908) 363-1748. Checks for the book are to made out to: Eliyahu 
Safran. 

ANTIQUARIA 
by Joshua Capy 

ANTIQUARIA is a subscription mail list that is expressly for rare book dealers to exchange 
information and books amongst each other and to meet with individuals and institutions looking 
for specific books. 

The list is open to anyone that has e-mail access to the internet. The nature of this list is 
somewhat unique in two ways. First, its purpose is to partially fill the gap left by the demise of 
Bookquest, and second, it is an experiment in running a listserv that is not affiliated with a public 
institution and is not on the internet. The first three months of operation will be a period of 
assessment of both the concept and the software. The number of subscribers, its rate of growth, 
and the amount of maintenance will be weighed to determine how much it will cost to keep the 
list operating. At the end of this period, if it appears that this list will be successfully an annual 
subscription fee in the range of a typical magazine will be asked of the dealers and institutions 
that are members of the list. 

No subscription fee will be asked of the general public. It is my hope that this 
dealer/institution sponsored iist wiii provide a jorum that wiii bring together those that have and 
those that are looking for rare and out of print material. I realize that this type of venture could 
be considered by some to be treading on internet rules and by others a welcome service. I have 
deliberated for some time over how to run this list without any public funding and still stay within 
the boundaries of internet etiquette. This is the best format that I have been able to come up 
with. I hope that this announcement will be met with good will and constructive suggestions. 

To subscribe to ANTIQUARIA, send email to listserv@aol.com with the following message: 
SUBSCRIBE ANTIQUARIA first name last name, substituting your own first and last names. 

Example: SUBSCRIBE ANTIQUARIA Alice Adams 
If you have problems subscribing or want to send suggestions, contact the list's owner: 

Owner: Joshua Capy JoshuaC2@aol.com 

SAVE THE DATE: BUREAU OF JEWISH EDUCATION OF GREATER LOS ANGELES 
DAY SCHOOL EDUCATORS CONFERENCE: FEBRUARY 18, 1994 

For full information, please see September/October Library Light. 




