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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

Flannery O'Connor said, "In the long run, a people is known, not by its statements or 
statistics, but by the stories it tells." As we end another year in the history of AJLSC, I hope that 
the stories we can tell about our experiences together are meaningful and full of joy. 

Although we have started some outreach programs, and we are working towards an 
acceptance of our coursework towards a certification as a Judaica Librarian, there is still a lot to 
be done. With library schools closing all over the country and jobs becoming increasingly scarce, 
librarians are an endangered species. We need to let the public know that we fill an important 
need of society. We organize and preserve the accumulated knowledge of our cultures. If people 
are known by the stories they tell, surely the keepers of the stories should be valued. Our task as 
librarians is to share our jobs with the public so they understand what we do. 

Our new board led by Rachel Glasser has the knowledge and enthusiasm to keep our 
group moving toward worthwhile goals. Their leadership will encourage us all and give us new 
stories to tell as we move into the future. 

-Susan Dubin 
President, AJLSC 

********************************************** 
********************************************** 

Upcoming Meeting Dates for Your Calendar 

May 24, 1993 -- Board and General Meeting and Installation of New Officers: Stephen S. Wise Library 

AJLSC Library Light is distributed free to AJLSC members. 
EDITOR Cheryl Miller 

Simon Wiesenthal Center Library 
9760 W. Pico Blvd. Los Angeles, CA 90035 
(310) 553-9036 Fax : (310) 277-5558 

WORD PROCESSING I LAYOUT: Matt Doran 
Typed copy should be submitted to Cheryl Miller 
Permission to reprint is granted when credit is given to "AJLSC Library Light." 
Library Light is printed on recycled paper. 
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General Meeting: May 24, 1993 7:30p.m. 
StephenS. Wise Temple Library 

Installation of New Officers 

May/June 1993 

The new board, elected at the April meeting, will be installed at the May meeting. Come and join 
us in welcoming the your new AJLSC Board. StephenS. Wise Temple Library 15500 StephenS. 
Wise Drive. (310) 476-8561. 

************************************* 
************************************* 

AJLSC Executive Committee Meeting Minutes of March 1, 1993 

The meeting was hosed by Judy Cohn. 
Susan Dubin called the meeting to order. 
Minutes of February 1, 1993 were corrected: Institution programs for the LAPL opening must be in place by May 
1. Minutes were accepted as corrected. 
TREASURER'S REPORT: Full Report on file. 
LffiRARY LIGHT: Deadline 3/5/1993. 
MEMBERSHIP: 1 new member, Kathy Bloomfield of "For Words." 
ARCHIVES: No report. 
PROGRAMMING: Next General meeting will be at UCLA. Lisa \Vill write an article for Library Light. 
BUREAU OF JEWISH EDUCATION: No report. 
CENTRAL CATALOGING SERVICE: No report. 
NATIONAL AJL LIAISON: AJL is sponsoring a tour of Eastern Europe, looks very interesting. 
Convention 1993 pre-information looks interesting. 
PUBLICITY: No report. 
OLD BUSINESS: 
Exodus '93: Martha will put a flyer in Library Light. She needs posters and bookmarks. Rita will organize a 
LAPLI AJLSC flyer. Rachel will organize a list of member institutions. 
Re-Dedication of Public Library: Rita has received very few sheets back. Rita spoke to the head of Jewish Book 
Council, who will be sending old Jewish Book month posters for no charge. 
Hava suggested a Jewish story hour for children. 
Susan Dubin complimented the committee (Rita Frischer, Rachel Glasser, Heidi Creve) for the forms. They are 
very clear and easy to read. 
Constitution Changes: New changes needed to be made to Article 5 section 4. Changed the wording to take out the 
specific "April." Rachel moved to accept the changes, unanimously accepted. Changes will be in Library Light. 
Convention 1993 : New York: Pre-information looks very exciting. 
NEW BUSINESS: 
Susan Dubin would like one or two standing committees to be added to the Board. one of which would be an 

"Outreach" committee to recruit new members and speak to groups. Rita Frischer moved that we add to the Board 
of AJLSC a membership outreach person, whose function is to actively recruit new members. 2nded by Martha 
Globerman. Passed. New Outreach committee will start in July. 
Adaire Klein asked if AJLSC is interested in holding a three session workshop in the summer at the Museum of 
Tolerance. Would be focused on the whole topic of Tolerance and Human Rights. Open to a limited portion of the 
public, e.g. teachers. Would be 3 x 5hr sessions. There was strong interest. Perhaps it can be a program for the 
1993/4 year. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
AISL (Association oflndependent School Libraries) Rita passed around the program of their upcoming conference. 
Librarians' Yellow Pages: good to advertise the Association. If we take out advertising now for an institution, will 
be in print as well as Internet. For more information call 1-800-235-9723. Information will be sent to Library 
Light. 
Rachel Glasser attended the dedication of the Miriam Katz room of the Turner Library at Yeshiva Rav Isaacson, 
Miriam's daughter has taken over the running of the library. 
Cal State, LA. has a program for library technicians. A notice will be in Library Light. 
Judy Cohn will put a notice in Library Light about the CSUN credentials program, if there is enough interest. 
GOOD AND WELFARE: 
Judy Katz sent her thanks for all the support she has received. 
Condolences to Manny Klein for the passing away of his mother. 
Wishing Adaire Klein well after her operation. 
Aprilll, 11-1 p.m., the Bureau will be having a lecture on Jewish humor. Will be held in the boardroom, a light 
brunch will be served. 
With no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 

*************************************** 
AJLSC General Meeting Minutes of May 3, 1993 

The meeting was hosted by David Hirsch. 
Susan Dubin called the meeting to order. 
Minutes of the March 1, 1993 meeting were corrected: Rachel Glasser attended the dedication of the Miriam Katz 
room of the Turner Library at Yeshiva Rav Isaacson. 
TREASURER'S REPORT: Full report on file. 
LIBRARY LIGHT: Deadline is May 6, 1993. This is the last issue of the year. 
MEMBERSHIP: A new membership form will be sent with the next Library Light. 
ARCHIVES: No report.: 
PROGRAMMING: No report. 
BUREAU OF JEWISH EDUCATION No report. 
CENTRAL CATALOGING SERVICE: No report. 
NATIONAL AJL LIAISON: No report. 
PUBLICITY: No report. 
OLD BUSINESS: 
Re-dedication of Public Library: Rita thanked everyone who submitted their materials. She passed them on the 
liaison. LAPL wili print only ihose activities designated "Open to the Public" because they have so much material 
coming through. Rita's committee hopes to do an AJLSC brochure in the fall, also to get some events published in 
the Jewish press. Judy Brightman called Rita about Connie Martinson's program. It had been scheduled for a 
Monday night. but the library will be closed on Mondays, so AJLSC can reschedule Wednesday October 20 or 
Tuesday October 19. Since an event is already scheduled for Monday, the Tuesday night date was chosen. 
Exodus '93: May 23, at Pierce College. Martha can use help to staff the booth. This year they are expecting a 
large crowd. There is an admission charge of$3.00 per adult, $1.00 per child and $1.00 per senior. Martha can 
buy tickets in advance for $2.50, give her the money by May 12. Our booth will be located closer to the Winetka 
Ave. entrance. 
NEW BUSINESS: 
Elections: As chair of the nominating committee, Rita read the slate. Susie thanked Rita and the nominating 
committee. Dorothy Steiner moved proposed slate be elected unanimously. Caroline Holt seconded the motion. 
Motion carried. Installation of the new Board will be at the May 24 meeting. 
ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
National AJL Convention '93 program looks very good. 
Next convention will be Atlanta '94. Rita said Hazel Karp could use any suggestions we might have. 
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Rita Frischer and Rick Burke are National Convention CoChairs, involved in future direction of conventions. 
Gayle Schnaid will be leaving Stephen S. Wise as of July 1. 
Barbara Leff is looking for a people person with an :MLS to work two days a week. Should be familiar with a Mac 
and able to catalog. Call Gayle or Barbara. 
May 16 the Jewish Education Committee Student Award Recognition Ceremony will be held, honoring students 
from various schools around the city 
Summer Institute will be held August 25, 1993. It is a one day event, a kick off for other sessions to be held 
throughout the year. AJLSC is not yet invited. Hava will let us know. 
GOOD AND WELFARE: 
Ronda thanked Heidi for the job she did to get information to Rita for LAPL re-dedication. 
Condolences to Adaire Klein for the passing away of her father. 
With no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 

Pre-vacation chaos : How to cope 

Surviving the torments of pre-vacation hell really is possible - with a little planning and forethought. Muriel 
Siebert, owner of the eponymous brokerage firm in New York, starts clearing her desk about two weeks before 
taking off. "I separate everything on my desk into piles of things to take care ofbefore leaving, things that can 
wait until I get back and things I can give to someone else," she says. "The process actually forces me to prioritize 
and delegate." 
One Chicago advertising executive cancels all lunch dates for the pre-vacation week and sets her deadlines two 
days before her actual departure date, building in extra time for the inevitable last-minute emergencies. Dorothy 
Leeds of New York -based Organizational Technologies is another great believer in contingency plans. She also 
advises getting a TO DO list from staffers of what they'll be working on while you're gone. You'll know what's 
going on in your absence, and you won't have as much trouble catching up when you return. 

Cataloginr., News 

--Kirsten Schabacker 
Courtesy Working Woman July 1991 

The Library of Congress subject heading "Falashas" is now being replaced 
by the heading "Jews, Ethiopian" 

News and Announcements 

Adaire Klein and Paul Hamburg contributed to the publication Dignity and Defiance : The Confrontation of Life 
and Death in the Warsaw Ghetto. An Educational Remembrance by 
the Simon Wiesenthal Center. 

Exodus '93. May 23, 1993 10:00 a.m. to 5:00p.m. AJLSC will have a booth and you are encouraged to lend 
your support. Please call Martha Globerman at  to volunteer. 

LAPL RE-DEDICATION: Many AJLSC libraries are planning special programming to help celebrate the 
October 1993 re-opening of the central library. Check future issues of Librmy Light for a full schedule of events. 

NOW AVAILABLE -LIMITED NUMBER OF COPIES 
JACOB'S RESCUE By Maika Drucker. Discounted 15% for AJLSC Members only. Autographed label with each 
book. Call Sinai Temple Library (310) 470-4165 to order your copy. 
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SAVE THE DATE 
BUREAU OF JEWISH EDUCATION 

SUMMER INSTITUTE 
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 25,1993 

LOCATION: Milken Center (San Fernando Valley) 
TIME: 9:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

Two sessions focused on instruction in various topics and an informal 
noon session. 

BJE SERVICE CREDITS: 2 112 units. 

May/June 1993 

This Summer Institute will serve as an opening session for a Fall "menu" of in-service courses to be offered by 
BJE. 
There may not be individual invitations. Therefore, please put the date on your calendar and keep in touch with 
your principals regarding your attendance. 

For further information, please call : Hava Ben-Zvi  

A Test for the Desk-Stressed 

Whatever happened to that project file? Lost your stapler or scissors? Where's that memo? 
If these questions sound familiar, pay attention: Messy desks can cause stress and lower 

productivity. That's the message Priority Management, a Bellevue Washington-based consulting firm, is 
sending with its "desk stress" test. Though some argue that an empty desk reflects an empty mind, Tee 
Houston-Aldridge, the firms' VP of marketing, says taking desktop control is paramount to productivity 
and affects how co-workers view your perfonnance. 

To take the test, give yourself one point for a "yes" answer and zero for a "no." 
1. Are there more than 10 items (Rolodex, stapler, etc.) on your desk right now? 
2. Are there more than three file projects on your desk? 
3. Is your in-basket on your desk instead of out of sight? 
4. Do you leave for the evening with paper piles on your desk? 
5. Have you been unable to find something on your desk in the past week? 
6. Do co-workers hesitate to put important documents on your desk, fearing you'll lose them? 
7. Do you have a pile of unfinishe.d reading within eyesight? 
8. Are you known for having a messy desk? 
9. Is it difficult for people to find things on your desk if you aren't there? 
10. Have you ever missed an appointment or event due to a buried message slip? 
Scoring: 7 to 10 points: your desk is hampering your productivity and could affect how you are regarded 
by others in your workplace. Change your habits before you get left behind. 
4 to 6 points: You're not the messiest, but you're a desk stress candidate. Keep you desk clear of 
unfinished work. 
0 to 3 points: You have conquered desk stress. Treat yourselfto flowers- you have plenty of room next 
to your phone. 

Houston-Aldridge suggests sticking with the four D's :Do it, Date it, Delegate it, Discard it. Store 
pens, staplers and tape in a drawer; use To Do lists; and work on one project at a time. 
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BOOK REVIEW 

MYSTERY, HISTORY AND THE HOLOCAUST 
by Ellen Cole, Temple Isaiah, Levine Library 

Robert Harris. Fatherland New York: Random House, 1992. 338 p. $21. ISBN 0-679-41273-5. 

May/June 1993 

Fatherland by Robert Harris deserved its short, smashing run as a best seller last summer. Combining a 
whodunit with a plausible might-have-been the author produces a suspenseful action tale in a chilling setting, 
especially unnerving to Jews. A direct plot in a tight time frame creates a page turner. Fear and romance grab you 
as you sort history from fantasy. 

The plot stays within the confines of the crime genre. Police detective Xavier March is roused from sleep 
to investigate the suspicious death of a once important person. Mystery surrounds victim and perpetrator; March 
must solve this in a week. A good person, we hope he succeeds in his assignment, grown more harrowing as he 
uncovers an old conspiracy and a new inside job. He finds more bodies than his superiors expect, evades all orders 
to stop investigating and solves the crime. 

This well crafted plot is upstaged by its jolting setting in Berlin in 1964, 20 years after the Nazis have won 
the war. March is a Nazi policeman. The city, glory of Europe, described in the novel and depicted on the end 
pieces, accurately matches the plans of Albert Speer recently referenced in the Los Angeles Times. Berlin is 
preparing to go wild in the annual frenzy of the Fuehrer's birthday. Hitler and his government and army officials 
are factual figures in fictional time. Harris' imagination takes off after 1943. Dust off your history! Who among 
these real people really could be around in 1964? The book opens one week before Hitler's 75th birthday and 
unfolds one unnerving day at a time. 

To add to the tease Harris sets up a well grounded, but wholly invented international scene that adds 
motive to the plot and moral to the story. The President of the United States is Joseph P Kennedy, described in the 
novel as appeaser and anti-Semite. These epithets reflect the position of the actual Kennedy, US. ambassador to 
London while German fascism was picking up steam. Fictional President Kennedy is coming to Germany to 
reestablish ties between the two countries and let bygones be, well you know. The issue is how to do this in the 
face of the Holocaust. The kicker is that no one knows about it. Sure, the Jews are gone, some even know gone 
East. BUT on one cares. No one asks. Then how can this be the political bomb that can destroy Germany's 
government, undermine Kennedy's visit and explode detente? Back we go to the murder! 

What a week! It spans years. As you race the clock to discover who killed whom and why and if the visit 
of the American president will succeed in laundering the Third Reich, you are pulled down the frightening paths of 
war, the Wannsee Conference and the subterfuge of German officials interested only in self-preservation through 
blackmail abetted by Swiss banks. March, a goodie despite his Nazi uniform, attracts a hard drinking , brave 
American female journalist. Their romance heats up with the clues along the trail. You will stay awake to finish. 
You can bet on whose existence is possible. The threat of the worst permeates, but never prevails. Love and 
morality persevere. The fatherland is a strange place to find a hero. 

NEW PUBLICATION IN PRESERVATION ON PEST MANAGEMENT 

Jim Harmon of Harmon Presen·ation Pest Management announces the publication of a new manual for the 
preservation librarian, archivist and museum conservator. "Integrated Pest Management in Museums, Libraries 
and Archival Facilities," is a step by step guide for the layman as well as the professional for the design, 
development, implementation and maintenance of an Integrated Pest Management program. This is the first 
detailed, comprehensive guide to pest control without the use of pesticides as the only means of control. Included 
are color plate and detailed descriptions of pests and their damage, directions for control methods without the use 
of pesticides, instructions on facility surveys and sample forms, and listings of where to get assistance and 
materials for these programs. As part of a disaster preparedness plan, the material is indispensable to anyone 
concerned with the protection of their collections. Prepublication orders are now being taken. Price per copy is 
$34.00 each plus $5.50 shipping and handling. Information and order forms may be obtained by writing Harmon 
Preservation Pest Management, PO. Box 40262, Indianapolis, IN 46240. Orders may be sent directly to this 
address. 
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DOWNTOWN, THE ONCE AND FUTURE LA. 

A year ago, Los Angeles erupted in flames that none of us who saw them will ever forget; the riots 
fundamentally and forever changed the city. But April 29 also marks the anniversary of an earlier conflagration: 
In 1986, an arsonist set fire to the LA. Central Library. 

I was there that morning, going over plans for the addition. The alarm went off shortly before 11 a.m. By 
the time the blaze was contained seven hours later, almost 400,000 books had been destroyed and another 600,00 
were seriously damaged by water. I remember looking up at the ceiling of the rotunda at 5 that afternoon. The 
stencils and murals were hidden behind a cloud of steam. Other murals throughout the building were covered with 
soot which, it turned out, protected them from the water almost the way varnish would have. 

Over the next few days, more than 1,400 volunteers worked around the clock to save the water-soaked 
books Conservators from the Getty Museum arrived to consult on the stencils, murals and other art works. For 
weeks, there was a low-key panic of activity. 

On Oct. 3 - seven years, a second library fire and several earthquakes after that April morning, and 12 
years after planning for expansion and renovation began - the Central Library will again open its doors to all the 
people of Los Angeles, more than doubled in size, dramatically restored, with a new public park outside its door. 

Los Angeles Central Library is the third-largest public library in the United States, after New York and 
Chicago city libraries. Designed by Bertram Goodhue, it was built in 1926 at 630 W. Fifth St. on the site of the 
old Normal School, which moved to Vermont Avenue and then to the Westside to become what is now UCLA. 

At the time, there were those who thought the library ought to be on the Westside as well; this was the era 
when even downtown churches were being torn down to be rebuilt on Westside locations. But those who wanted a 
downtown civic center - with the library its linchpin - prevailed. 

During the 1970s, when it was clear that the Central Library needed enlarging and modernizing, some 
argued that the city ought to tear down the old building, build a 70-story office tower in its place and use the 
revenue to rebuild - again, on the Westside. And again, the longer-term vision for a downtown library won out. 

For nearly 70 years, the Central Library has been the city's most emphatically democratic institution. 
Anyone who wants to may walk through its doors. The Central Library houses one of the nations finest collection 
of rare books - including William Shakespeare's 1684 "Fourth Folio" and Francisco Palou's 1787 book about Father 
Juniper Serra's voyage from Mexico -fortunately, spared from the flames. It has reading collections in 28 
languages and language-learning resources in nearly 500. 

But the library is more than a warehouse for books; it is a place where anyone with a question can look for 
an answer. People come to use its out-of-town phone books, its car-repair manuals, its resume-writing guides. The 
library is the place many children and adults first touch a computer keyboard. The new building will have room 
for activities such as child's puppet shows, music and lectures. 

As an architect, I am perhaps more aware than many people that cities are built one difficult step at a 
time. I remember wondering that day in 1986 why, if somebody were just going to burn it down, we were 
bothering to renovate the library at all. I wondered the same thing last year, when, only blocks away, people were 
setting fires of another kind. 

But the truth is, cities have been burning for thousands of years. And when they have, the people who 
cared about them have usually rebuilt them. 

Great public libraries demonstrate that the people who built them care about their city. To them, the 
Central Library is physical proof that the people of Los Angeles believe in its future. As we continue to rebuild, it 
seems appropriate that this vibrant institution - one that brings us together, ties us to our past and opens doors to 
our future - will soon reopen. 

As its architect, I am proud of the new library building. As a citizen of Los Angeles, I am even prouder of 
the hope it represents. 

-by Norman Pfeiffer, a principal of Hardy Holzman Pfeiffer Associates, architects of the LA Central Library 
Courtesy of the LA Times April29, 1993 
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