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PRESIDENT'S :MESSAGE ....... . 

L'SHANAH TOV AH! May this be a good year for all of us. As we begin a new year 
we can look forward to a busy time for AJLSC. With Convention less than a year away, 
we have much to prepare. Luckily our Convention chairpersons seem to have made a 
good start in working in their committees with the enthusiastic membership and plans 
are under way. We are fortunate in L.A. to have an abundance of resources which we 
are looking forward to sharing with the international membership of AJL next June. 

This year we have an exceptional series of programs planned for our general 
meetings. More details will be forthcoming in future editions of Library Light. In 
addition, a portion of each business meeting will be set aside for Convention committee 
meetings. Hopefully we will all be able to share some interesting and productive times 
together. 

With so much planned, this will be a good year to call attention to our Judaic 
libraries and collections. The ultimate goal of every librarian is, of course, to serve the 
needs of the library patrons. We have a perfect opportunity to let our community know 
in what ways we can serve them. 

So, we have our work cut out for us. May we all be inscribed in the book of long life, 
good health, happiness and peace. 

President, AJLSC 

***** ***** ***** ***** ***** ***** ***** ***** 
***** ***** ***** ***** ***** ***** ***** ***** 

Upcorojne Meetine Dates for Your Calendar: 
Oct. 7 - General Meeting: Every Picture Tells A Story 
Nov. 4 -- Board Meeting: Judy Cohn's house 

 
Dec. 9 -- General Meeting 
Jan. 6 - Board Meeting 
Feb. 3 -- General Meeting 
Mar. 2 -- Board Meeting 
Apr. 6 -- General Meeting 
May 4 -- Board Meeting 
June 1 -- General Meeting 

AJLSC LIBRARY LIGHT is distributed free to .AJLSC members. 
EDITOR: Cheryl Miller, Simon Wiesenthal Center Library 

9760 W. Pico Blvd., Los Angeles, 90035 
(213) 553-9036 Fax: (213) 553-8007 

WORD PROCESSING I LAYOUT: Matt Doran 

Typed copy should he submitted to Cheryl Miller. DE A D L I N E for the next issue is Friday, Nov. 11991. 
Permission to reprint is granted when credit is given to "AJLSC Library Light." 
Library Light is printed on recycled paper. Cover art from All-of-A-Kind-Family, the first book in the aeries of five: 

All-Of-A-Kind-Family Downtown 
More All·Of·A-Kind•Family 
All-Of-A-Kind-Family Uptown 
Ella of All-Of-A-Kind-Family 

Available from: Madison Publishing Associates Suite 3501 20 Exchange Ave. NY NY 10005 
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OCTOBER MEETING: 
EXCITING COLLECTION OF CHILDREN'S BOOKS 

AND ORIGINAL ART WORK 

Our Fall Meeting will be on Monday night, October 7, 1991, at 7:30 p.m. at Every 
Picture Tells A Story, a Gallery of original art from Children's books. Co-owner Abbie 
Phillips will speak to us about how the gallery was started, story art in Jewish books and 
pictorial censorship. It will be an exciting event and a rare opportunity for a behind the 
scenes look at the gallery. The gallery, usually closed on Monday nights, will be opened 
for us to enjoy. After the program, you can peruse the original art and the extensive 
collection of children's books, including some Judaica. 

The Gallery is located at 838 North La Brea A venue, one and a half blocks North of 
Melrose, between Waring and Willoughby. You can park on La Brea and in the parking 
lot (entrance is a halfblock North of the Gallery on La Brea). 

HIGHLIGHTS OF JUNE 3~ 1991 GENERAL MEETING: 
AWARDS AND INSTALLATIONS 

HELD AT BUREAU OF JEWISH EDUCATION LIBRARY 

Hava Ben Zvi, BJE librarian, hosted the meeting. 
Convention 1992 chairpersons were announced. 
Rachel Glasser asked members to send in chapter membership dues as soon as 

possible. She reminded everyone the National membership was due in June, and to 
send dues directly to National. 

Judy Cohn has accepted the position as archivist. 
Fran Shuster, Librarian at Calabasas High School, presided over the Installation 

ceremony. Fran presented all outgoing officers, as well as incoming officers and vice
presidents, with flowers as tokens of appreciation for their hard work and involvement. 
She installed each person with a short speech as to their duties. 

Fran re-installed Susan Dubin as president, and complimented her on her hard 
work and outstanding personality. 

Susan thanked Fran, and all the members of her Board. She then introduced Judy· 
Katz, programming vice president, who called on Adaire Klein to speak on Dorothy 
Schroeder, and to give the history and significance of the Dorothy Schroeder Fund and 
Award. 

Adaire then introduced Rita Frischer to present the award to Barbara Leff. Rita 
gave a humorous and moving speech to Barbara, and presented her with the award. 

Barbara thanked Adaire, Rita and Susan, as well as the full membership for the 
award, and spoke about her involvement in Judaica Librarianship. She likened a 
librarian to a "futurist;" that is, someone who has to know what people want, and have it 
out on the shelves, before they realize that they need the information. 

The magnificent and delicious dessert at the meeting was provided by the 
Convention 1992 caters. 

Judy Katz invited everyone to attend the next board meeting, to be held at Susan 
Dubin's home, July 22. 

After coffee and pastries, the meeting was adjourned. 
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Association of Jewish Libraries of Southern California 

PRESENTATION OF DOROTHY SCHROEDER AWARD: 
June 3,1991 

by Adaire Klein 

My task this evening is to say a few words about the AJLSC Scholarship Fund and about Dorothy 
Schroeder whose name it bears. 

Recognizing the significance of professional education, our local AJL chapter early on established 
an interest-free loan fund from which one could borrow to cover fees and tuition for classes and 
continuing education. Historically, this decision was in keeping with the highest levels of Tzedakah 
in Jewish tradition -- that is, a program which helped one to achieve a goal with confidentiality and 
without embarrassment; with a loan and without interest; with independence and without charity. 

Following the death of Dorothy Schroeder, the Association, by unanimous vote, decided to dedicate 
this fund to her perpetual memory. In addition, it was decided that AJLSC would also recognize major 
contributions to Judaica Librarianship with the presentation of the Dorothy Schroeder Award. There 
are no projects more appropriate to the memory of Dorothy Schroeder than the AJLSC Scholarship Fund 
and the Dorothy Schroeder Award. 

Briefly, these are the facts which summarize the history and intent of the Dorothy Schroeder Fund 
and Award. However, I would be remiss in my responsibilities this evening, if I did not take a few 
minutes to recall with you who Dorothy Schroeder was, her values, and what her memory represents to 
our Association and Judaica Librarianship. 

To my mind, the most fitting description of Dorothy Schroeder is to be found in the traditional 
tribute to the Jewish woman, Eshet Hayil (A woman of valor), taken from the book of Proverbs, chapter 
31. "Eshet hayil, mi yimtsa, ve-rahok mi-pe'ninim mikhra ... " 

"A woman of valor ... Her value is far greater than pearls; the heart of her 
husband trusts in her . . . " 

As her husband trusted her, so we trusted Dorothy and her advice. 

"She repays him good and not evil all the days of her life." 

Dorothy did only good for us, as we worked together for our common goals. 

"She seeks wool and linen and works them willingly with her hands." 

Dorothy was industrious, anxiously seeking out projects to work with the willingness of her own hands 
-- classes, certification, reference; she dared to dream of central cataloging-- a 1991 reality. 

"She rises while it is still night and gives food to her household." 

Dorothy never ceased to be involved -- day and night concerning herself with the professionalism of 
Judaica librarians. 

"She considers a field ... from the fruit of her hand, she plants a vineyard." 

Wilshire Boulevard Temple gave a room and Dorothy Schroeder planted a vineyard, which provided 
sustenance for children, adults, teachers, and all of us. 

"She girds herself with might and strengthens her arms." 

Not robust or strong by nature, she made herself strong; her zeal and sense of duty gave her strength. 

"She senses that her business is good, so her lamp is not extinguished at night .. . 
Her palm she spreads out to the poor and her hands she extends to the needy ... " 

Dorothy wanted to help others -- colleagues, patrons, children, rabbis, teachers -- with her own strength, 
knowledge and the fruit of her own labors. 

"Garments she makes and sells them; and belts, she provides for the merchants." 
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Dorothy did not give answers in a raw state but fashioned them into the finished product -- her classes 
and this association which are her legacy to us. 

"Strength and splendor are her clothing, and smilingly she awaits her last day." 

Dorothy's conscientiousness and kindness were the strength and beauty which constituted her 
character. 

"She opens her mouth with wisdom; and the teaching of kindness is on her tongue 
... and of the bread of idleness, she does not eat." 

Constant activity and doing good were Dorothy's delight; her words and actions were lessons in 
selfless devotion as she was the quiet wise counselor of our library community -- our model for sharing 
and cooperation. 

"Many daughters have attained valor, but you have surpassed them all ... Give 
Her the fruit of her hand, and let her deeds praise her in the gates." 

Dorothy Schroeder's memory will live on in the Dorothy Schroeder Scholarship Fund, in the Dorothy 
Schroeder Award in Judaica Librarianship, in every Judaica Library and in every workshop, class, 
and conference attended by a Judaica Librarian. She remains a valiant example to be followed by us 
and future generations. 

At this time I would like to ask you to rise for a moment of silent tribute to Dorothy Schroeder. 

Ye'hi zikhronah barukh! May her memory be a blessing to all of us. 

Presentation of Dorothy Schroeder Memorial Award to Barbara Leff 
by Rita Berman Frischer 

Twenty years ago, a Sisterhood Bus Tour of Jewish Los Angeles changed my life. During a stop at 
Wilshire Blvd. Temple, I wandered into the Library and found a group of women sitting around a 
table while another, beautifully dressed, articulate and passionate, taught them the practical aspects of 
Judaica Librarianship. It became obvious to me as I shamelessly eavesdropped, that the passion and 
devotion being imparted far outweighed details about cataloging and overdue notices. I was hooked. 
As the tour leader dragged me away, I determined to join my lot with theirs. 

The woman teaching was Dorothy Schroeder of blessed memory and many of those around the 
table are here this evening. I don't doubt they too feel Dorothy's presence as we join in presenting our 
love and respect to Barbara Leff, Dorothy's prize protegee, this year's recipient of the Dorothy Schroeder 
Memorial Award for Outstanding Contributions to the field of Judaica Librarianship, and, 
incidentally, my own personal mentor and inspiration. 

Honored to be asked to present this award, I never dreamed it would be so difficult. Trying to find ~ 
words to define Barbara's position in our chosen field, I was paralyzed by the realization that her 
influence has far exceeded any catalog of her practical accomplishments, impressive though they may 
be. Her devotion to her own Library at StephenS. Wise is matched by her devotion to our growth and 
well-being and we, in viewing this woman of valor, cannot help being inspired to reach higher, try 
harder, care more. 

Let me not ignore entirely the practical accomplishments, however. You may not know that chief 
among Barbara's talents is juggling. She got her Masters in Library Science while juggling her 
program at USC with running a home and building a library destined to become one of the finest in the 
country. She continued to practice keeping all the balls in the air by plunging into her role as the 
inheritor of Dorothy's mantle with her usual selflessness and passion. Here in Southern California, 
she served as president of AJLSC from 1973-1975, filling that role during the first California National 
AJL Convention. Simultaneously she painstakingly edited our Library Light newsletter from 1972-
1980, setting a standard of excellence that has inspired (and somewhat intimidated) most successive 
editors. It was Barbara who spearheaded the move to include librarians in the BJE Code of Personnel 
Practices and it is Barbara who took over coordinating, and frequently teaching, ongoing classes in 
Judaica Librarianship sponsored by Hebrew Union College and formerly taught by Dorothy. 
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Barbara is a supersaleswoman besides being a juggler. She reached out to educators by becoming 

active in the Coalition for the Advancement of Jewish Education while it was still providing 
"alternatives" and, as Resource Center Chair for three West Coast conferences, sold educators on the 
idea that supporting Jewish libraries would provide educators with "alternatives" leading, inevitably, 
to advancements. 

On the national level, Barbara served as Vice-President/President Elect of AJL from 1978-80 and 
as national president from 1980-82. During her term of office, she produced so many dynamic ideas 
and promoted them so vigorously that some of the more stodgy, less innovative, East Coast contingent 
got dizzy trying to keep up. Don't quote me, but it was rumored that our West Coast Group was known 
in some circles as the West Coast Mafia and Barbara, I guess, was the Patrone. By now some may 
have forgotten it was Barbara's noodging that started the ball rolling, but most of the ideas she 
presented are now a reality. Let this letter from Linda Lerman, national AJL president, tell you. 

Barbara Left, our dear friend and colleague 
On behalf of the Association of Jewish Libraries, I would like to congratulate you 

on being selected the 1991 recipient of the Dorothy Schroeder Award. 
This award is widely recognized and held in high esteem by those familiar with 

Judaica librarianship. That you have been selected is an honor representing a career 
of professionalism and dedication to the highest ideals of education and development 
of all librarians. 

The Association of Jewish Libraries has benefitted from your continuous 
involvement and boundless enthusiasm. You dedicated six years of your life from 
1978-1984 as Vice-President/President Elect, as President, and as Past President of 
AJL. You have maintained a prominent leadership role as Chair of the Education 
Committee, a Council position you continue to hold. 

Continuing Education for Judaica librarians is one of your creations. A 
Correspondence Course for Judaica librarians is another of your creations. Library 
Certification and librarian's certification were first discussed under your 
administration. The list goes on and on. 

Your leadership role within AJL has made a lasting impression on all who have 
served with you and for those for whom you serve as a role model as librarian and 
teacher. 

Mazel tov on receiving the Dorothy Schroeder Award. 
With warmest wishes, 
Linda P. Lerman 

Certification, continuing education, networking and sharing, national Jewish databases; all these are 
either facts or in the works because of Barbara. 

She took time also to write numerous professional articles published in Library and Educational 
periodicals and books. Her own library grew and prospered and set a standard for outstanding service 
until Stephen S. Wise, fully aware that her worth was above the price of rubies, presented her a 
"Woman of the Year Award" in 1984. 

So, what else can I tell you? If she has, as Cantor Lam says in his congratulatory note, ''built an 
empire in the southern hemisphere of Stephen S. Wise Temple overlooking Lake Stephen Wise" 
(otherwise known as the camp's Olympic-sized swimming pool), it is an empire where "her works. 
praise her in the gates;" where she opens her mouth with wisdom and is clothed, in all our eyes, with 
strength and dignity. 

Librarians at a loss for words tend to look up books of quotations. This librarian, at a loss for 
words (an unusual condition), turned to Barbara herself for a quote, which I have updated. Barbara, 
quick to praise, slow to tolerate praise for her own accomplishments, will have to bear with me for this. 
She set the precedent. 

In 1973, during the first national AJL convention held in Los Angeles, Barbara wrote a beautiful 
piece paying tribute to her mentor, Dorothy Schroeder. It acknowledged the central role Dorothy played 
in nurturing a generation of Judaica librarians and raising the standards of Judaica librarianship 
nationwide. I heard that tribute while attending my first AJL conference ever. I did not know the 
woman speaking would be my Dorothy Schroeder; I did know she possessed some indefinable quality 
infinitely worthy of the respect and affection we offer her tonight along with this award. And so 
Barbara, with love, an update to your beautiful words about Dorothy: 



AJL8C LffiBARY LIGHT 7 

Tolf(f~t we ar-e J"lt~ed t~t~ tir tJ,,;s. t.Tu.lo.tea [;J~ar-? 
8uaas-e otf Fa 

()a/" cfoatwl( tatf()~l(ia lfs-s-oeiatitJI( ks-yowl( al(l lf(atfH"el 
Juaa&-e of Fa/" efftJr-t.r 

tla.r.re&' ftJ~ tl f;l(/t'.ri t'J~ar-tal(.f etJI(ttirae to Je tJtftferel Olf a 
eo!!~ feu.e( btJti. k.ere t1!fd e/.rf;l(/kr-e 

Juo.a.fe tJ/ Fa/" deu-ot/ol( Md ;er.rt'.rtel(ee 
tertlf!eat/ol( fo~ tle-1(/t'.r~ t'J~ar-tal(t kt Jec.glf(e a !fatifl!fal 

/1(/)Q-e/l(el(t 

Juaa.re of j'f'fH" leterlf(tirat/ol( 
o~ tirt'ere&'t tir tl f;l(/t'.ri t'J~ar-tal(ofi{b eOI(ttirae&' Qlfd t~ltre$' 

Juo.a.re of jOfH" urtk..riaof/1( 
V/e e/Jifttirae ttJ ~at'.re Oa/" ;er.rol(al' .ftMiar-l.r 

Juaa.re otf F~ tirf/v.el(ee 
o~ t'J~tJ.J<-? ;~oJ!e/l(,f ar-e .rol'u.el 
wklf we ea!f tfH"If to F f/)~ arfu.tee 

Vie ku-e letJ.J<-!feddet'erlf(tiratitJif, eo~o.;-e, ;at/el(ee 11/fd 
f()~tltale 

Juaa.re of Fa/" e~t11K11'e 
lfle Mlftiirae to fO-tir ~e&';ut f~olf( ;~otfe&'.ri/Jifal' tJ.Ifd !Of lealer.r 

Jeeaate Fa ku-e tafl./it a.r tlt'.r o~ riA.e 
o~ 01(/1( e~eatin tirl(er ~e&'O~C.e$' i.atre bUI( ta,o;el 

Juaa..re ofF~ tiraJilt'tj t/) t,()l(.ftfler t11fjt~t1f tlf(!IJ.ftt'il'e 
VIe ID.j ~e&';ut t/) O()~oti-1 cfeJ,.,..oeler·.r /l(e/1(0~? tJ,.,../)fl./i /)~ 

ae ti/)lf.f tJ.Ifd a..r;ti--a tio!f 

Jua.a.re ofF~ leJ!ea.ttol( 
T,..a.{, ()~ ftu.e.r IJ.I(d ()liJI- eOif(lf(a.J(t'ti~ eMtiirae to be el(~/ekl 

beeiJ.II.,fe tJ/ pte 
Oar Teo.ew ... Oar /Jrt;tit-o.tiol( ... o~ h-t'edrl 

11 ~Oil( tio.re wk l'otre Fa tJ.!fd 
wio rv-e to y-o.te/ul (oti- tu-el'jtill(j jfl&c ian IPI(e," 



AJL8C LffiBARY LIGHT 8 
July 15, 1991 

To the members of AJL-SC --
Thank you for honoring me with the Dorothy Schroeder Award on 

June 3. Those who witnessed that evening know that it was one of the most 
memorable events of my life. 

AJL-SC and Dorothy Schroeder changed my life by giving me the 
knowledge, skills, support and self-confidence to move forward into a 
wonderful career in Judaica librarianship. It has been exciting and 
satisfying. Now -- to receive the Award named after my mentor, and 
presented so magnificently by Adaire and Rita -- well, I become emotional 
just thinking about it! 

I have enjoyed working with each of you -- both professionally and 
personally -- I don't think there is a finer group of dedicated or caring 
people than you-- Thank you for everything! 

The following made donations to the Dorothy Schroeder Scholarship Fund 
in honor of Barbara Leff: 

Rachel Glasser 

Ellice Leff Laub 

The Friedmans, George & Ruthanne 

Clare Bronsen 

Edwin & Ruth Young 

Martha Globerman 

Rita C. Frischer 

Morris Young (father of Barbara Lefl) 

Donation made in honor of the departing board: 

Susan H. Dubin 

Donation made in memory of Don Leff: 

Association of Jewish Libraries of Sou them California 
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CONVENTION REPORT 
by Susan Dubin 

June in Miami is hot-- very hot, and humid --very, very humid. But in the Fontainebleau Hotel 
the air conditioning works very well and the decor is elegant. However, those of us attending AJL 
Convention had very little time to be concerned with the weather outside. The international gathering 
of more than 130 people interested in Judaica Librarianship provided more than enough informative 
seminars and comraderie to keep us very busy. 

California had the third largest delegation with twelve AJLSC members and a number of people 
from Northern California attending as well. Our group had members representing both SSC 
(Synagogue, School, and Center) and R&S (Research and Special Libraries) divisions of AJL. AJLSC 
members in attendance were Susan Dubin, Rachel Glasser, Adaire Klein, Rita Frischer, Ronda Rose, 
Caroline Ribakoff, Rick Burke, Helene Gersuk, Martha Globerman, David Hirsch, Grace Friedman, 
and Eric Chaim Kline. 

Sessions were presented on cataloging, genealogy, electronic databases, preservation, publicizing 
your library, Latin America Jewry, storytelling, Sephardim, library lessons through games, Jewish 
Book Month projects, the state of Jewish libraries in Eastern Europe, abstracting and indexing, Jewish 
life in Florida, library automation, and oral histories of the Holocaust. Among the presenters were 
Arthur Kurzweil (genealogy), Judith Elkin (Latin American Jewry), Zachary Baker (genealogy), and 
John Eilts (Research Libraries Group). Tuesday evening awards were presented at a formal banquet to 
Eric Kimmel and Giora Carmi for ~ Chanukkah Guest (Children's Picture Book Award), Israel 
Gutman for Encyclopedia 1lf ~Holocaust (Reference Book Award), Robert Singerman for ,Judajca 
Americana (Judaica Bibliography Award), and Aviva Cantor for Tamar's !&1, Hanna Bandes for 
Rabbi Aaron's Treasure, and Kirby Rogers for Operation Dewey (Manuscript Awards). 

What Convention would be complete without formal business meetings? This year in Miami was 
no different, with AJL reporting that international membership is now close to 1000, 926 paid members 
with 44 Canadian members. This year 25 Travel Grants were awarded to members wishing to attend 
the Convention. There is a possibility of installing a National AJL phone this year. There will be a 
duplicate book exchange, details to be announced. Since this is The Year of the Lifetime Reader we are 
encouraged to join with Congress in promoting books. All chapters are urged to have 100% National 
membership within the next 5 years although special membership categories will be allowed. 

Even though we had a full schedule, we managed to really enjoy meeting and talking with AJL 
members from all over the U.S. and even Israel and Australia. Sharing ideas and friendships are two 
of the best things about Convention. Next year Los Angeles will have a chance to welcome everyone to 
our city. Come and make AJL Convention '92 a time to remember! 
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My First AJL Convention -- Miami 1991 
by Caroline Ribakoff, Associate Librarian, University of Judaism 

I had high expectations for this convention. You see, this was my first convention EVER, not only 
my first AJL convention. At first, due to budgetary constraints, I was told that I wouldn't be able to 
attend. Then, luckily, I received both the Doris Orenstein award and a travel grant. There were no 
more excuses -- I was on my way to Miami! 

I work for an R&S oriented library and most of our sessions were on Monday. I was kept very 
busy from the moment I arrived Sunday until I left on Wednesday. All of us "first-timers" had little 
green stars on our badges to let everyone else know to be especially nice to us. The truth is, in general, 
I never met a nicer group of people. The Los Angeles group really took me under their protective wing 
and made sure I met as many people as I could. 

I found the lecture given by Bella Hass Weinberg on the indexing of Judaica reference books to be 
enlightening. I, as a librarian, have always been concerned with access to information. On occasion 
when I find myself staffing the reference desk (my regular job is cataloging), I have found it to be 
quite frustrating and irritating when there is no index in a reference work. Mrs. Weinberg 
eloquently described the types of indexes there are and which Judaica reference works use each type of 
index. Now I will know which books to use first, as I will always go to the one with the index. I wish 
the R&S cataloging workshop could have been as helpful. 

There were many other fascinating sessions to attend, especially the joint sessions. The sessions 
on Latin American Jewry were quite interesting. Judith Elkin, who gave these sessions, was a 
captivating speaker. Also, believe it or not, the AJL general meetings (I attended the R&S general 
meeting as well as the organizational general meeting) were surprisingly stimulating. In the R&S 
meeting, we discussed possible programming for Convention '92. In the general meeting, someone 
brought up changing the name of the organization to the "Association of Judaica Librarianship," which 
of course led to a heated debate. The motion was tabled for now. 

On Tuesday, we were all taken to the Miami Cultural Center, where there was a public library and 
a historical museum. At the hotel where the convention was held we were in the same group of rooms 
on Sunday and Monday, so this little tiyul was a nice change of venue. The R&S group only offered 
two classes that were of interest to my library that day (one on automation and the other on preserving 
library materials) so I had the rest of the day to myself. The Miami "Metrorail" transported me to a 
nice little outdoor mall which was adjacent to the harbor. I looked at the colorful stalls and ate a 
refreshing ice cream cone (it was quite hot and humid). 

This was truly an international conference. There were people there from Israel, Canada, and 
even Australia. The young woman from Australia and I had a lovely conversation about the state of 
Judaica librarianship in her country. She described all the different groups that comprise the Jewish 
community there and their library needs. I had no idea there was such a large and diverse Jewish 
population "down under." 

. The best part of the trip was having the opportunity to meet all of the people who I've had 
correspondence with, and whose articles I've read in Judaica Librarianship. I also was introduced to 
people from the AJLSC chapter for the first time. 

I'm so grateful to AJL for allowing me to have this wonderful experience. Miami '91 was great, 
but L.A '92 will be even better! 

NEWS ABOUT MEMBERS 

Mter twelve years of service, Fran Morris Rosman has left the Kleiner Library of University 
Synagogue. 

Convention Notes: AJLSC has had three winners of the Dorothy Orenstein Scholarship for first-time 
convention attendance. In 1989 Cheryl Miller went to Washington, D.C., and in 1991 Carolyn Ribakoff 
and Susan March went to Miami. 

Position Available: Librarian at Pressman Academy, Small Library. Please call Aviva at 213-652-
7353. 

Position Wanted: Michael Gomelsky is an experienced librarian from Russia. He holds an M.A 
degree in Library Science and bibliography and has extensive work experience in cataloging, 
bibliographic work, reference and educational programs. He speaks, reads and writes in several 
languages: English, French, Polish, and has reading skills in several other Slavic languages 
(Ukrainian, Bulgarian, Serbo-Croatian). Call  



11 
Summertime's Special World 

by Ellen Cole, Temple Isaiah, Levine Library 

Summer vacation. Here again. What to do? Where to go? Once-upon-a
time the answer was ready made for Jews: The Borscht Belt. A great 
location, comfortable accommodations, food, schmooze, stars and 
romance -- enjoyed and shared as a family. Sounds too good to be true 
when our current lifestyles splinter the family and the school district 
calendars assault summer vacation. It was 

true! Author Stefan Kanfer gives us a chance to savour it all in his funny-sad history, A Summer 
.l£w:ld : .tlu:. attempt m hWld. a Jewish E!kn in ~ Catskms frmn .tlu:. ~ m 1lu! ghetto .12 ~ ~ W1d 
decline m .the Borscbt lklla 

A Summer World makes you laugh and cry, and, smart. The research is sound; the style clear 
and readable. The feeling is delightful nostalgia despite the ponderous sub-title. History is time. 
Time is memory. Kanfer captures this part of our memory with photos and punchlines, anecdotes and 
facts. Paralleling Jewish immigration we watch farms develop into hotels, then a glorious system 
glorified in book and movie and in actual reservations year in and year out, depression or no. Kanfer 
recreates a world that started as a Jewish socio-cultural oddity, impacted the comic style and shaped 
entertainment tastes of the American mainstream before it ended in condos, suffocated by technology 
and successful, assimilated Jews. 

The Borscht Belt -- so dubbed by newspaper columnists because of the Jewish clientele -- signified a 
loose confederation of a thousand Catskill Mountain resorts. Ninety miles north of Manhattan, the 
Belt connected to the city by an affordable, uncomfortable train. Cold Catskill winters provided ice for 
hot summers. Ghetto dwellers anxious to escape oppressive city heat lodged at first in the homes of 
failed Jewish farmers (registered in these mountains as long ago as 1773). The presence of Jews 
triggered open anti-Semitism engendering identifiably Jewish establishments by the 1880's. Boarding 
houses led to kuchaleyn, hotels, and world famous grandiose resorts as Grossinger's and the Concord 
where lavish food and entertainment backed romances made and stars born. Marriage hopefuls 
arrived knowing waiters were college men, but comics, not couplings, made the reputation. Kanfer 
recounts careers launched here. Herman Wouk was a children's waiter, Moss Hart an overworked 
social director. Woody Allen, Milton Berle, Mel Brooks, Sid Caesar, Danny Kaye, Alan King, Jerry 
Lewis and Renny Youngman worked as tummlers. Eddie Fisher remains the most famous discovery, 
but Robert Merrill and Jan Pierce sang too. Jackie Mason and Joan Rivers had a hard time gaining 
popularity. 

Secrets of the Borscht Belt share this history. Crime, from fear that ghetto dwellers brought it with 
them to actual bodies floating in lakes, worried Jew and Gentile. Basketball, a favored sport of the by
and-large unathletic Jews, thrived as a source of betting based on point shaving. This summer "fun" 
caused a major scandal when transported to the city during the winter. The KKK came up. The 
Communists flirted with the area. Paul Robeson was harbored here. A Jewish farmer gave his fields 
to the Woodstock hippies. 

The history of the Borscht Belt denies and confirms the thesis of American society as a "melting 
pot." A Jewish haven in mountains named by the English using the Dutch language does not signal 
integration. During its heyday the Borscht Belt was Eden: an uninterrupted retreat of leisure, sun and 
laughter thanks to the security of separatism. A place of unparalleled ethnic vigor and humor where 
comics, more openly Jewish than their fellows writing books and movies, richly endowed the pot. 
Denizens of grinding ghetto poverty with no tradition of nature appreciation, with no word for vacation 
in their language, created a system that impacted the mainstream. The stand-up comic's style of 
manic, improvisational humor is an American standard. If you can't get away this summer, or even 
if you can, give this book a try. Enter a place never equaled in America's winter or Summer World. 

Thinking~ Unthinkable; Meanings Qf ~Holocaust. edited by Roger S. Gottlieb. New York: 
Paulist Press, 1990. Notes. Bibliography. 446 pp. PB $14.95. (Reviewed by Muriel Moster, Volunteer, 
Sinai Temple Library) 

The vast literature on the Holocaust is valuable as humanity attempts, and truly should until the 
end of time, to comprehend that bestial period. 

This book surely must be counted as among the most informative and insightful in studying the 
enormity of 20th century barbarity. Twenty-six essays, divided into five parts, discuss "Why Did It 
Happen?," "The Agents: Reflections on Victims and Murderers," "The Holocaust and Spiritual Life," 
"Two Central Moral Questions: Nazi Guilt and Jewish Resistance," and "Present and Future 
Questions: Hope, Survivors, and Memory." 



AJLSC LWBARY LIGHT 12 
Some of the master thinkers of our age contributing to this study and reflecting on this ponderous 

subject are Richard Rubenstein, Alice Miller, Terence Des Pres, Jean-Paul Sartre, Robert Lifton, Elie 
Wiesel, Eliezer Berkovits, Emil Fackenheim, Abraham Joshua Heschel, Hannah Arendt, Gershom 
Scholem, and Primo Levi. 

There is, however, a serious caveat for librarians. Despite Editor Gottlieb's own deep feeling for 
the Catastrophe and his success with this text, in his "Introduction" he presents a seriously misleading 
conception. He states that in forming the State of Israel a great wrong was done to another minority 
group, creating a stateless mass of Palestinian Arabs. "The satisfaction of the claims of justice of the 
Jews resulted in a great injustice to Palestinians .... How can Palestinian Arabs be made to pay a 
moral debt which Europeans owe to Jews?" He recognizes "another sobering meaning of the Holocaust 
... that a post-Holocaust age moral theory must consiaer that at times we can meet the needs of one 
group only at the cost of hurting another." These reflections raise questions about the legitimacy of 
Israel, and are antagonistic and unworthy in a book searching for meaning and comprehension of the 
Jewish tragedy in this century. 

Los Angeles Jewish Festival 
by Susan Dubin 

The AJLSC booth at the Los Angeles Jewish Festival was an outstanding success. We had people 
from all walks of life, age and degree of religious observance stopping by to take a bookmark, tie a 
balloon on their wrists, and find out what "JUST READ" meant. 

Our booth at this festival, as well as the one at Exodus '91 in April, is meant to encourage people to 
find out that Jewish libraries ~exist, and are there to be used. Judging from the interest expressed 
and the three hundred lists of member libraries that were handed out, people are definitely getting to 
know about our Association! 

Many thanks to Eric Kline of Eric Chaim Kline bookstore in Santa Monica for his original 
donations, which allowed us to take the first steps into participating in these festivals. Now that Eric 
has put us on the right track, AJLSC has voted to fund future attendances ourselves. 

Martha Globerman and Gayle Schnaid set up an eye-catching and colorful booth, ably and 
willingly assisted by husbands, Sol Globerman and David Schnaid. Thanks also to Rachel Glasser, 
Rita Frischer, and Susan Dubin for stopping by to help, and to Rick Burke for coming to say ''hi." 

Participating in these booths is a lot of fun, and it's the one time we get to actually interact with .all 
members of the public, and discuss our objectives. Not to mention the overwhelmingly emotional 
experience of being together with Jews of all colors and nationalities. 

PACIFIC~:~ BELLe 
Soon, PACIFIC BELL will introduce two new Area Codes 

A Pacific Telesis Company 

September 2, 1991 - 415151 CJ Area Code Split 

How are the 415 and 510 Area Code boundaries 
defined? 
The San Francisco Bay is a natural boundary. San Francisco, 
San Mateo. Marin and parts of Santa Clara counties will retain 
the 4 15 Area Code. Angel Island. Verba Buena Island, 
Treasure Island and Alcatraz--will also keep the 415 Area Code. 
Alameda and Contra Costa counties, including Alameda and 
Government Islands, will have the new 510 Area Code. 

[] ~:::~~:::=~;~~"l,~o;:: 
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November£, 1991- 213;310 Area Code Split 

How are the 213 and 310 Area Code boundaries 
defined? 
The general boundaries for the new 310 Area Code are 
La Cienega Boulevard to the west. El Segundo Boulevard to 
the south. the Montebello city line to the east and the 818 
Area Gode boundary to the north. Downtown Los Angeles, 
Hollywood. Huntington Park, Vernon and Montebello will retain 
the 213 Area Code. The new boundaries were selected to 
minimize the number of customers affected. the splitting of 
cities and the impact on the large number of callers into 
downtown Los Angeles 
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ASSOCIATION 

OF 
JIWISH LIBRARIES 
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Los Angeles 

CONVENTION 1992: LOS ANGELES 

ASSOCIATION 
OF 

JIWISH LIBRARIES 

june 21 - 24 1992 
Los Angeles 

The following brave and foolhardy people have volunteered to chair committees. They will accept 
any and all help. Chair: Adaire Klein  

a. R & S Programming: 

b. SSC Programming: 
c. Exhibits: 

d. Kits: 
e. Registration: 
f. Treasurer: 
g. General Programming: 
h. Catering: 
1. Continuing Education: 
j. Publicity: 
k. Banquet: 
I. Hospitality: 

David Hirsch  
Rick Burke  
Rita Frischer  
Fran Schuster  
Nancy Varat  
Cheryl Miller  
Ronda Rose  
Dorothy Steiner  
Judy Katz  
Rachel Glasser  
Barbara Leff  
Gayle Schnaid  
Helene Gersuk  
Ronda Rose  

LIDRARIANS INVITED TO CITY OF ANGELS 

A four day dynamite session awaits AJL members at the June 21-24, 1992 international convention 
in Los Angeles, California. Round table discussions, jump-in-with-your-own-ideas workshops, 
continuing education credit classes, media savvy speakers and popular authors offer meetings with 
wide ranging fields of interest. Off-site tours of L.A.'s rich Jewish past and present will supplement 
hotel work sessions. From kick-off dinner Sunday to awards banquet Tuesday to final author's lunch 
Wednesday, AJLSC extends its sun-drenched and palm tree shaded welcome to all members! 

Although we could brag about the weather and the glamour of L.A., we have such great topics to 
offer, we entice you with these. Whatever your secret or open interest we have something for all 
members. Genealogy, Western Jews, new immigrants, Judaic needlework, wine tasting, music, non
print material cataloging, extremist literature, and a bang-up group of exhibitors await you. 

The Ramada Inn of Beverly Hills provides swimming pool, workout facility, room service and 
cable TV in addition to comfortable meeting rooms which AJLSC will stock with noshes to stir the · 
brain. We promise Kosher catering (provided by Beverly Hills Caterers, Glatt Kosher and Cholov 
Yisroel, under the supervision of Igud Hakashrus of Los Angeles, Rabbi Avrohom Teichman, 213-935-
8383) for all meals at the hotel, which is located close to a wide variety of restaurants, including fully 
kosher. 

More than food will pull you off-site. Field trips to Jewish libraries, film libraries, museums and 
Rodeo Drive shopping are offered via air-conditioned buses. Go to your Temple Boards and School 
Administrators now!! ASK for the wherewithal to come do it all in L.A. with AJL. 

The next newsletter will carry complete program forms for Convention registration and hotel 
reservations. 

Any comments or questions??? 
Contact: 
Adaire Klein (Convention 1992 Chair) Coordinator of Library Services, Simon Wiesenthal 

Center; Yeshiva University of Los Angeles, 9760 W. Pico Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90035 (213-553-9036). 
Susan Dubin (President, AJL So. California) Day School Librarian, Valley Beth Shalom, Sheila 

Sporn Library, 15739 Ventura Blvd., Encino, CA 91436 ). 



RAMAD~ HOIEL 
ASSOCIATION 

Of 
JEWISH LIBRARIE.5 

WELCOME ASSOCIATION OF JEWISH 
LIBRARIES CONVENTION ATTENDEES! 

June 21-24 1992 
Los Angeles 

Welcome to the Ramada Hotel Beverly Hills. We are delighted to be 
the official hotel for your 1992 Convention. Our hotel is located 
in the heart of the Jewish Community which will allow easy access 
to many points of interest, i.e. synagogues, libraries, museums, 
Kosher restaurants, etc ... Many within walking distance! 

Kosher catering for the convention package wi 11 be provided by 
Beverly Hills Caterers, Glatt Kosher and Cholov Yisroel. This will 
be under the supervision of Igud Hakashrus of Los Angeles (Kehila 
Kosher), Rabbi Avrohom Teichman (213-935-8383). 

The staff at the Ramada Hotel and your host chapter are dedicated 
to making your stay a very productive and enjoyable one. If any 
of us can be of assistance, please feel free to ask. 

For your added convenience, the hotel offers the following: 

*20 minutes to Los Angeles International Airport 
*Special Convention rates 
*Comfortable on-site meeting rooms 
*Complimentary coffee each morning 
*Room service - 6:00 AM to 10:00 PM 
*Summerfield's - 6:00 AM to 2:00 AM 
*Complimentary cable television 
*Family Fitness Center nearby - complimentary to 
registered guests 

*Free parking for registered guests 
*Outdoor heated pool - 9:00 AM to 10:00 PM 
*"World Famous" Rodeo Drive within walking distance 
*Tour assistance available at bell desk 
*Car rental available at bell desk 
*Same day valet cleaning 

Once again, our goal is to make your convention and your stay one 
to remember. 

Sincerely, 

McCarthy 
Director of Sales 
Ramada Hotel Beverly Hills 

Susan Dubin, President 
Association of Jewish Libraries 
of Southern California 

RAJ,1AOA HOTEL BEVERLY HILLS • 1150 S Beverly Drive. Los Angeles CA 90035 • (213) 553-6561 • FAX (213) 277-4469 




