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PRESIDENT'S :MESSAGE ....... . 

Tu B'shevat is just around the comer, and with it come thoughts of how we as 
Jewish librarians can help to fulfill the very Jewish concept that we are only guardians 
of the Earth. We are to preserve the Earth for our children and their future generations; 
hence the commandment to plant trees. As librarians we can encourage ecologically 
sound practices in our own libraries by conserving paper, using recycled products and 
providing for recycling of products within our libraries, planting trees, plants and 
greenery around our environment, and featuring books on conservation, planting of 
trees, and ecology in displays and library presentations. Moreover, libraries help save 
trees by making our books available to so many readers. In our throw-away society, it 
has become common practice for people to buy paperback (or even hardcover) books, read 
them once and throw them away. By encouraging use of our libraries, we are providing 
people with an alternative to that throw-away mentality. Libraries not only recycle books 
by encouraging people to share their reading material, thus necessitating less trees cut 
down to make less books; but, more importantly, we recycle knowledge! Libraries make 
the accumulated knowledge of mankind available to everyone, and allow each idea 
presented in a book to be read by countless future readers. As librarians, authors, and 
booksellers, we not only are guardians of the Earth for future generations, but also the 
custodians of the books which contain the accumulated wisdom of mankind. 

Upcomin~ Meetin~ Dates for Your Calendar: 
Feb. 4 - General meeting 
Mar. 4 -- Board meeting (at Martha Globerman's) 
Apr. 15 - General meeting 
May 6 -- Board meeting (venue to be announced) 
June 3 - Last general meeting 

.AJLSC LffiRARY LIGHT is distributed free to .AJLSC members. 
EDITOR: Gayle Schnaid,  

(  
WORD PROCESSING I LAYOUT: Matt Doran 

Typed copy should be submitted to Gayle Schnaid. D E A D L I N E for the next issue is Friday, March 1, 
1991. 
Permission to reprint granted when credit is given to "Association of Jewish Libraries of Southern California Library 
Light." 
Libral'f: Light is printed 'Qil recycled .paper. 
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FEBRUARY 4TH GENERAL MEETING: 

VISIT TO UCLA LIBRARY 

Join us on Monday night, February 4, 1991 for a rare treat ... a visit to the UCLA Library. 
We will tour the Jewish studies collection, with David Hirsch as our guide. 
David Hirsch, the Jewish studies bibliographer, will also demonstrate the use of the UCLA 

Library computer system, ORION, showing how to access the Judaica collection at UCLA. 
The meeting will be at 7:30 p.m. in the Administration conference room on the 1st floor of the 

University Research Library at UCLA 
Parking will be available in Lot #5; enter from Sunset Boulevard (the cost is $4.00 per car -

good idea to carpool!). 
Anyone planning to attend, nlease R.S.V.P. to David Hirsch, , before February 1, 

1991. 

-----------

HIGHLIGHTS OF DECEMBER 3. 1990 GENERAL MEETING: 
ERIC CHAIM KLINE'S BOOKSTORE. SANTA MONICA 

Judy Katz introduced Caroline See, noted author and critic. Ms. See discussed types of 
literature: 1) "Highbrow literary fiction" (for example, her book Ih.e. &,at is. D.ww.lYilh Mirrors): 
fiction written by women, for women, as well as the larger world. Her personal opinion is that 
"books written by men and those written by women are different -- both are equal -- but those 
written by women are better!" 

2) "Airplane fiction": light fiction, written to entertain, with no "highbrow" literary 
aspirations; for example, the book ~Lotus Eaters, written by Monica Highland (the nom de 
plume for Ms. See, her daughter Lisa See, and John Espey). 

Caroline See's highly entertaining and humorous talk encompassed her rules for book 
reviewers, namely: 

i) Look at the book in the context of its genre. Need to compare like to like. 
ii) One should try not to review friends' or enemies' work. If it becomes absolutely 

necessary, then make your bias public. 
iii) Something needs to be said about the plot, without giving away too much. 
iv) Once the first three rules have been incorporated into the review, a personal opinion or 

judgment must be offered. Try to stay consistent with standards. 
Ms. See concluded her stimulating talk by offering to sign any copies of her books bought. 

Her magnanimous gesture of donating the profits of the sales back to the Association is greatly 
appreciated. 

Convention 1992, Los Angeles: Adaire Klein reported that the graphic artist at the Simon 
Wiesenthal Center will help design a logo. 

AJLSC has 57 paid up members to date. New members present at the meeting introduced 
themselves, and were welcomed by Rachel Glasser (Membership V.P.). 

Grant monies received for attendees to the National Conference in Israel, 1990, will be 
distributed to those submitting their one page report to Susan Dubin. The report will be publicized 
in Library Light. (See AJL 25th Anniversary Conference article, pg. 11.) 

Fran Shuster invited all to attend and participate in storytelling at the Exodus '91 festival. 
(See Exodus article, pg. 11.) 

Susan Dubin reminded the membership that this is an election year; therefore, a 
nominating committee is being formed. General members are urged to participate. 

National mid-winter presidential report is available from Susan Dubin, for those 
interested. 

Susan thanked Eric Kline for his hospitality, and the meeting was adjourned. 
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¢¢¢¢¢ CONVENTION 1991 ¢¢¢¢¢ 

26th Annual AJL Conference 

Miami Beach, Florida 

June 23-26, 1991 

************************* 
On November 27, 1990, the Wagner Program from the University of Judaism held a luncheon 

honoring Jack Roth. Jack was also honored by the city of Los Angeles and the state legislature for his 
contribution to Jewish learning through his bookstore located in the West Los Angeles area. The 
luncheon was very well attended with many AJLSC members in attendance. Susan Dubin, AJLSC 
president, spoke, citing Jack's help to the librarians of this area, many of whom learned about the 
basics of starting a collection of worthwhile Jewish books from Jack Roth. The principle speaker was 
Sharleen Cooper Cohen, who told about her various books and how she has evolved as a Jewish author. 
Jack thanked everyone in attendance, but especially acknowledged the Judaic librarians and AJLSC. 
He followed the luncheon with a lovely letter to the Association which appears below. Once again, 
y'asher ko'ach, Jack! 
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-5:<> J. ROTH 40 
~ BOOKSELLER -~ 
f: OF FINE & SCHOLARLY JUDAICA ~ • . , 

9020 West Olympic Boulevard, Beverly Hills, California 90211 
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fO,..tr, ;!a.r llfa.ei IKPI"e-, tpa. o.ll kv-e- 1Kf yatt't~le., ,..e.r;ee~ ~UtV-If(ti Ml o.ffoettol(, 
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Attendees at Jack Roth luncheon Oeft to right): Susan Dubin (AJLSC President), Judy Katz, Rita Frischer, Rick Burke, 
Jack Roth, Helene Gersuk, Dorothy Steiner, Martha Globerman, Barbara Leff, Ronda Rose, Arna Schwartz. 

LIBRARY SHOW CASE 

LEVY SEPHARDIC LIBRARY 
by Rachel Glasser, Librarian 

The Levy Sephardic Library of Temple Tifereth Israel is located on the 
second and third floors of the synagogue at 10500 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles. 
Our library consists of a children's Talmud Torah collection with a teacher's 
center, media center, and parenting collection and the adult library which 
includes books, periodicals, and an extensive Sephardic music collection. 

The library materials, in English, Hebrew, Spanish, and Ladino, focus on Sephardic and 
Oriental Jewry from historical, social, and religious viewpoints with emphasis on liturgy and 
customs. Sephardic materials are difficult to obtain, and we maintain contacts with centers of 
Sephardic Jewry in places such as New York, Turkey, Spain, Salonica, and Israel. 

The pride of our collection is the music center, which boasts audio cassettes, video cassettes, 
sheet music, songbooks, and liturgical studies. The audio cassettes include liturgy, folk songs and 
romanceros, popular music, holiday music, and lectures on Sephardic topics of interest. 

Some of our newer acquisitions include Sephardi ~in.~ Ottoman Empire; Aspects 2f 
Material Culture from the Israel Museum in Jerusalem; Jewish Communities in Spanish Morocco;~ 
Spanish .and Portugese ~in~ Caribbean; studies and translations of Selihot in Ladino; and a 
Ladino dictionary. The library seeks out material on the Sephardic communities in Salonica, Turkey, 
and Iran, since these areas reflect the origin of many of our synagogue members. We also acquire all 
new Sephardic studies, whether they be in books, theses, periodicals, or anthologies. 
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Children's materials present definite limitations in that there simply isn't much to buy. Over 
the past few years, there have been several collections of Sephardic folktales, some novels, and 
numerous lessons and curriculums published. Historically, there are individual chapters in books 
which refer to Sephardim, but not any definitive studies. Our Talmud Torah creates its own lessons by 
combining what is available with scaling down the level of the adult material. 

It is our hope that with the coming events in 1992 marking the expulsion of the Jews from Spain 
in 1492, Jewish publishers will recognize the need that exists for Sephardic materials and actively 
work to fill the present gap. Sephardic children need to be able to relate to the characters in a story in 
the same way as Ashkenazic children, and it is certainly time to provide them with quality books and 
media. 

Please visit our library during the following hours: Sun: 9:30-12:00; Tues: 10:00-2:00, 5:30-8:00; 
Thurs: 5:30-8:00 or call at 213-475-7530. 

----
1991: The Year of the Lifetime Reader 

Help celebrate lifetime reading 

The Library of Congress has 
designated 1991 the Year of the Lifetime 
Reader, a nationwide celebration to 
support literacy projects that benefit all 
age groups. Administrators and 
supervisors can participate in the 
campaign by initiating a number of 
schoolwide projects. Recommended 
activities include the following: 

* Designate a special time in the day to 
"Drop Everything and Read." 

* Encourage students to trade book 
recommendations. 

* Distribute your own lists of 
recommended books for each age 
group. 

* Initiate awards programs for reading 
achievement. 

* Sponsor a "Come As Your Favorite 
Character" event 

* Hold a Read-a-thon or Read-in. 
* Sponsor writing contests -- for poems, 

stories, or descriptions of favorite 
books. 

* Compile and distribute a calendar of 
community book and reading events. 

* Invite local authors to speak about 
their books. 

* Sponsor a book fair. 
* Use television and radio to encourage 

reading. 

Reading resolutions 

Each year, millions of people make 
resolutions for the New Year. The Center for 
the Book in the Library of Congress has 
designated 1991 as the Year of the Lifetime 
Reader. Why not celebrate by resolving to 
make reading a priority activity in your home 
in 1991. Here are some ideas for resolutions: 

1. I will set aside regular times when 
the family reads together. (You can read 
to younger children and with youngsters 
who can read on their own.) 

2. I will organize regular family trips 
to the library and make sure my children 
have library cards. 

3. I will limit my children's television 
viewing and encourage reading as an 
alternative activity. 

4. I will let my children see me 
reading so that they will know I think 
reading is important. 

5. I will visit bookstores with my 
family. 

6. I will read some of the books my 
children are reading so that I will know 
what they enjoy. 

7. I will give books or magazine 
subscriptions to my children as birthday 
or holiday gifts. 

8. I will make sure that my children 
have access to many different types of 
reading materials in the home -- books, 
magazines, and newspapers. 

9. I will help my children create a 
special place for their favorite books. 

10. I will talk with my children about 
the books they read. 

Reprinted from Reading Today: a bimonthly newspaper of the International Reading Association, 
December 1990 I January 1991. 
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NOTES from Merrily F. Hart 

The mid-winter Council Meeting was in New York and several new and exciting programs are 
underway in AJL. 

National can now provide consultation, advice, and answers to specific questions on 
automation and computerization. A computer column will appear in the Newsletter soon. Chapter 
members can send their questions to Naomi Steinberger, Jewish Theological Seminary Library, 3080 
Broadway, N.Y. 10027. 

National is also offering additional assistance with cataloging. The Cataloging Committee, 
working on updating the Weine system, will be glad to answer questions or provide advice. They will 
also have a Newsletter column. Contact Judy Greenblatt, 193 Brown St., Providence, RI 02906 with 
queries. Most libraries in southern California use Elazar, and have very good cataloging support via 
Rita Frischer's program (Central Cataloging Service, Sinai Temple Blumenthal Library, 10400 
Wilshire Blvd., L.A, 90024). 

The next round of the duplicate book exchange will take place in the spring. The February 
Newsletter will contain information on this program. 

Conyentjon ~ Fountainbleu Hotel in Miami Beach, June 23-26, 1991. The 1992 convention 
will be in Los Angeles, June 21-24, 1992. Chicago will host the 1993 convention June 20-23, 1993. 

Scholarship support from the Doris Ornstein Fund is available for new members to attend 
convention. For information on this program contact Miriam Miller, 5649 Avista Dr., Sarasota FL 
34243. 

LIBRARY TECHNICIAN CERTIFICATE PROGRAM 
Objectives: 
The Library Technician Certificate program is a non-degree credit program designed to provide entry-level 
competencies for library clerks, library assistants, and library technicians, as well as additional training and certification 
for para-professionals who are already employed in the field. This certificate program is sponsored by Continuing 
Education and the School of Education, California State University, Los Angeles. 

Employment Opportunities; 
Entry level employment is school library media centers, public libraries, academic libraries and/or special libraries. 

Admissions Reauirements; 
A secondary education diploma or its equivalent and typing skills of thirty words per minute are required for admission 
to the Library Technician Certificate Program. Formal admission to the University is not required for enrollment in the 
certificate program classes. 

Certificate Requirements: 
Each course will consist of thirty hours of instruction (three non-degree quarter units). Courses will be graded on a 
credit/no credit basis. To earn the certificate students must complete twenty-four quar'"o-er units. For more details, 
please call Dr. Marilyn W. Greenberg, Educational Foundations and Interdivisional Studies, at (213) 343-4361. 

Orientation Date: Thursday, March 7, 1991, 7:30p.m., Cal State L.A, King Hall C2059 

BasicLibrary Operations I 
LTP 702/ Sec. 50 & 51 3 Units 

Prerequisite: LTP 701 
Introduction to record keeping, filing 

rules and practices, methods of 
scheduling and distribution of media 
equipment and materials, circulation 

systems and interlibrary loan 
processes, inventory and related 

practices. 

Communication Skills for 
Library Technicians 
LTP 706/ Sec. 50 3 Units 

Prerequisite: LTP 701 
Audiovisual equipment, simple 
media production, office machines 
(typewriters, adding machines, 
copiers, duplicating machines, 
calculators), communications skills 
(memos, letters, bibliographies, 
phone skills), relations with 
patrons, facilities, room 
environment, displays, handling 
emergencies. 

Library Internship 
L TP 720 I Sec. 50 3 Units 

Students will be placed in a public, 
academic, school or special library 
for a total of 40 hours for a guided, 
individualized experience. Students 
will also be expected to spend a total 
of 10 hours in class meetings related 
to the internship. 

Application for internship may be 
obtained from Continuing Education, 
Library North (213) 343-4918 or Dr. 
Marilyn W. Greenberg, School of 
Education, (213) 343-4361. 
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MULTIMEDIA REVIEWS 

JAN./FEB. 1991 

Ganenu: A Child's Garden .Qf Judaism, 1990, by Chaim Clorfene, An Educational Video 
Systems, Inc. Production. (Reviewed by Susan F. March) 

Each Ganenu video is a 20 minute presentation about a letter of the Alef-Bet. The same pattern 
of presentation is followed for each letter of the Alef-Bet. Muppet-like characters appear throughout the 
video. 

The format begins with an introduction of the letter and its vocalization with vowels. The 
second segment introduces words that begin with the letter under consideration. Each Hebrew word is 
shown on the screen. If the producers are introducing the letters of the Alef Bet, how is it that they 
expect viewers to already know how to read? With the letter Alef, the following words were introduced: 
Adon Olam (Master of the Universe), Or (light), .Ahavah (love). The concept of Alef being equivalent 
to "one" was introduced; next carne the Shema and the concept of one G-d. The narrator informs the 
viewer that the aleph is formed with a yud above and below and a vay in the middle. The patriarch 
Abraham was introduced wearing a talit and kepah. The Midrash about Abraham and Nimrod 
followed. Rabbi Akibah was thrown in for good measure. There are two problems with all the concepts. 
One is that there are so many of them, and two is that they have little to do with each other. 

The third segment shows men and boys collectively and individually saying a word that 
begins with Alef. It was quite noticeable that women and girls were not included. 

The producers of Ganenu state on the video cover that a guide is available for teachers and 
parents. 

A Gift to Return, Exchange or Credit! 
BookHeyiew 

~ilif:tmAsher~ by Chairn Potok, Alfred A Knopf, New York, 1990,$19.95. (Reviewed by 
Ellen Cole, Temple Isaiah, Levine Library) 

Sequelitis was never meant to be a terminal disease. At the least, it's a safe shot, at the best a 
blessing. Chairn Potok's latest novel is neither. :Ih.e. Gift .Qf Asher l&l!. proves all wrapping and tie to 
past renown. This is one gift bound for exchange. 

Asher Lev as sequel is a good idea. The passions, the drama, the peek into an extraordinary 
world in Potok's fu Name a Asher l&Y, moved us in 1972. The conflicts between father and son, 
individual and community, Orthodox Jew and aspiring artist burned off the pages and seared our 
memories. To discover Asher Lev's fate seemed worth an 18 year wait. ]:M .Gif1 mAsher~ fills in 
the years for Lev in France, his parents, the Uebbe and Ladover Hasids. 

The matured Lev is an established artist married to an author and Holocaust survivor, father of 
a girl and a boy. Still a devoted orthodox Jew, Lev made peace between his career and the biblical 
pronouncements of his faith. Such pleasant success is the stuff of high school reunions, not stunning 
novels; into our golden picture Potok drops "anguished choice." 

In the beginning Potok chooses death to bring Lev back to Hasidic Brooklyn. The promise of 
returning artist-hero is not kept; he is a demon presence to the Ladovers and unfair inheritor to his 
jealous cousins. Is he the wandering son returned, temporarily providing joyous reunion for 
grandparents, parents and children? No. He is the manipulated key to the future of his son. 

Lev faces an implausible choice, the father's future captive to his grandson's. No book of lights, 
the rebbe obscures this choice in a riddle obvious to the reader on page 22, but unfathomable to the Levs 
until the end. Neither the choice nor the obtuseness befit Lev's father, a man of great piety, loyalty, 
intelligence and diligence to his cause. The reader must ponder if a man of Asher Lev's qualities, a 
man tormented by his talent and need to push against boundaries, would so easily ordain the fate of his 
only son. 

The Ladover community fails us as much as the Levs. Lost is the admiration for a special 
insularity allowing devout religion in the modern world. The wonder rebbe is not too old and frail to 
call in old favors or sanction threats; he exerts control close to blackmail. The decay of Brooklyn 
contrasts with the Ladover neighborhood, their country camps and the cadre of drivers who serve the 
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rebbe in ever more luxurious cars. Religious work includes political meddling. This Hasidic world 
skirts closer to that of a sect than the beauty and grace of a special piety. 

Lev exploded upon the art scene, leaving us full of his fire. The '90 sequel never matches that 
emotional impact despite family separation and community ostracism. You may bridge two worlds if 
you live in the wider one; you may not be able to paint in either. Asher Lev was a compelling artist. 
This sequel stretched the canvas too far; the frame cracked; the story fell between. 

Audiotape Reyiew 
Climbing Higher: A Moral Development Program Em:~ .a:.8, (Reviewed by Hava Ben-Zvi) 

Evaluating children's literature and educational materials is part of my duties as the Head 
Librarian of the Jewish Community Library in Los Angeles. And, occasionally, a project comes along 
to engage my attention and admiration. Climbing Hjgber is such a project. 

Since ancient times, our ancestors knew about the importance of teaching moral values to 
children. We remember one of the basic tenets of Judaism: "If I am not for myself, who will be for 
me? If I am (only) for myself, what am I?" (Hillel, Mishna: Avot, 2:4.) 

In every generation, there is a renewed interest in teaching moral vaiues. Research tells us 
that the most powerful influence in raising a caring child is a loving and caring parent, providing a 
concrete role model for the young child. By watching, listening and experiencing the behavior of their 
elders, children learn about society, social relationships and moral behavior. 

We must give our children many opportunities to see, hear, experience, and act in a moral and 
honorable way. Climbing Higher helps the parent and the teacher in their quest of ways and means to 
teach moral values to our children. Since in Judaism there is a tradition of presenting moral laws 
and moral behavior through realistic and believable stories, this is exactly the pattern followed by 
Climbing Higher. 

Each story (on an audiotape) presents a moral dilemma, which even very young children will 
comprehend and enjoy. Each story ends with a satisfying and enlightening conclusion. 

But Climbing Higher does more than present stories with a moral thought and value to think 
about and grow on. It includes, in addition to the taped story, which children and parents may listen 
to, a fully developed curriculum for the teacher and parent. 

The stories are: "The Quarrel" (over delicious challah), "The Royal Lesson" (the value of 
sharing), "The Double Blessing" (brotherly love and loyalty) ·and "The Perfect Quest" (what is the 
perfect gift?) 

Climbing Higher; A Mora} Deyelqpment Project Em: Yqung Children was developed through 
the advisory, administrative and financial support of the Bureau of Jewish Education of Greater Los 
Angeles. 

Early Childhood Consultant Esther Elfenbaum collaborated with Barbara Rottman and Ruth 
Sternfeld Kapp to create the project. 

The 4-part unit is available for purchase from: 
Alternatives in Religious Education 
3945 S. Oneida Street 
Denver, Colorado 80237 
Telephone: (800) 346-7779 

The cost of each of the four units is $15.00. Each unit includes a tape and a curriculum guide. 
For information call Esther Elfenbaum, . 

(Hava Ben-Zvi is the Head Librarian, Jewish Community Library, Bureau of Jewish Education of 
Greater Los Angeles, a beneficiary of the United Jewish Fund.) 

~~ HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO US 
~ by Rita Berman Frischer ~ 

During February, we observe the birthdays of two famous Americans, George Washington and 
Abraham Lincoln, whose names are known by every American Jewish child. But do these children 
also know about some of the famous and not-so-famous American Jews of the past? Unfortunately, 
most of the children's books written on the Jews of Washington and Lincoln's eras are old. However, 
some of those published by Messner or Jewish Publication Society's Covenant Series co-published with 
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Farrar, Straus (and long departed Cudahy), were written by such fine authors as Lloyd Alexander and 
Yuri Suhl at the beginning of their careers and are well worth resurrecting from your shelves or back 
rooms. 

Here's a quick list of some of the books, oldies and newer works, that may prove timely: 
Abrahams, Robert D. Ih.e. Uncommon Soldier; Major Alfred Mordecai (JPS/Farrar), 1959. A 

brilliant officer in the U.S. Army during the Civil War is torn between his loyalty to the South and his 
commitment to the preservation of the Union. 

Adler, David. A Picture B!:wk of Abraham Lincoln and A Picture B!:wk m C-reorge Washington. 
Both are Holiday House, 1989. 

Alexander, Lloyd. Border Hawk; August Bondi, JPS/Farrar, 1958. At fifteen, Bondi fought on 
the barricades of Vienna. Later, in America, shocked by the slave markets of New Orleans, he became 
an active fighter against slavery. 

Alexander, Lloyd. The Flagship Hope; Aaron Lopez, JPS/Farrar, 1960. A Sephardic Jew 
becomes a tireless worker for the Revolution after escaping from Lisbon and sailing to Rhode Island 
in 1752. 

Costabel, Eva Deutsch. Ih.e. shm:s, of~ Amsterdam, Atheneum, 1988. To set up a sense of how 
the Jews of the Revolutionary and Civil War days got here, use this illustrated book about the first Jews 
to land in North America after fleeing persecution; for ages 7 to 11. 

Eisenberg, Azriel. Eyewitnesses 12 American Jewish History, UAHC, 1976, 1977, 1979, 1982. 
This four volume work provides an overview of Jewish life told through primary sources such as letters 
and diaries. 

Knight, Vick, Jr. SJmd E.2!: Haym Salomon, Borden, 1976. The story of the man who raised 
money to provide food and supplies for George Washington's troops and was known as the financial 
genius of the Revolutionary War. 

Kubie, Nora Benjamin. r!wili A Noyel Slf Young America, JPS, 1952. This is an exciting story 
for readers 11-up about a young man who fights both for the Revolution and to preserve his own Jewish 
identity. 

Litvin, Martin. ~Journey, Galesburg, IL Historical Society, 1981. Another biography of 
August M. Bondi who rode with John Brown in Kansas; for older readers. 

Marcus, Jacob Rader. llti.s.l Belieye; Documents 2! American Jewish Li&,, Jason Aronson, 
Inc., 1990. A welcome new source book which presents a portrait of the ethical concerns of American 
Jewry through letters, ethical wills, bar mitzvah speeches, and other personal records. 

Meltzer, Milton. Ih.e. Jewish American; A History iD. Thcil: ~Words. 1650-1950, Crowell, 
1982. A fine book for young adult readers which also uses diaries, letters, interviews, memoirs, 
speeches, testimonies and journals to describe what the American experience has meant to Jews from 
every walk of life. 

CATE '91 

23rdAnnua1 Convention of the California Teachers ofEnglish 
WHERE: Los Angeles Airport Marriott 
WHEN: February 15-17, 1991 
WHAT: Three full days of panels, symposia and workshops 
MAJOR SPEAKERS: Orlando Taylor Barbara Kingsolver 
Rudolfo Anaya Louis Fantasia Judith Viorst Robert Crow 

Miles Myers Jim Davis James Moffett 
For more information, contact Joyce Bennett,  

 

SPECIAL OFFERINGS include: 
California Young Reader Medal Symposium 
California Writing Project Presentations 
California Literature Project Presentations 
Ken Lane and the Sacramento Scene 
NCTE Speaks Out On Censorship 
Lesson Plans for Elementary, Intermediate and Middle School Grades 
Junior High, Secondary, and Community College Sessions 
National, State, County, and District Consultants on Panels 



~AJL8~~C--L~IB~BAR~~Y~-L=IG_HT~---------------~11L-------------~JAN~~~~~·ul~OO~l 

AJL 25TH ANNIVERSARY CONfEBENCE 

rJERUSAJ.EM.1990 

(The A.JL International Conference in Israel was incredibly stimulating to those who were lucky enough to 
attend. 

Library Light will feature as many articles as possible from anyone wishing to share their experiences with 
us. The following was contributed by Rachel Glasser, Librarian, Sephardic Temple Levy Library.) 

I attended the First International Conference of Judaica and Israeli Librarians in Jerusalem, 
Israel on July 3-5, 1990. Overall, it was an exciting and enlightening experience, though there were 
certain frustrations and disappointments. 

I attended the following basic sessions during the course of the conference: 

Eretz Yisraei in Chiidren's Literature 
Reading Motivation Materials 
First International Symposium on World-wide Jewish Children's Literature in the 

Diaspora (all day; four sessions) 
Story-telling Marathon (all day; three sessions) 

In addition, there were many informal meetings, discussions, and presentations. I was 
involved in extensive discussions with Daniel Elazar and other SSC librarians in connection with 
changes and updates in the Elazar Classification Scheme and the Central Cataloging Service project. 

The major problem of the conference was that numerous sessions were not translated into 
English, and therefore, many of us were excluded from these workshops. We were not informed in 
advance as to which would be available in English. It appears that this difficulty was due to a limited 
role and lack of communication by SSC leaders in the programming plans. The Israelis greatly 
outnumbered all other groups of delegates, and the conference was clearly geared to their needs rather 
than as an international gathering. 

The interaction and exchange of ideas between the professionals was both invaluable and 
exciting. I returned with a renewed sense of excitement and optimism about the field of Judaic 
librarianship, but also with a realistic view of the obstacles which must be yet overcome. I still feel that 
there is a lot of unnecessary duplication of work being done in our field. We need to keep each other 
(internationally) informed as to current projects and innovations in order that we may share the 
information both in process and as results. This conference was certainly a wonderful beginning for 
us. 

~""' . 
EXODIDS~ 
FESTIVAL ¥-'91 k 

EXODUS '91 
APRIL 14, 1991 

~ ...... 
EXODIDS~ 
FESTIVAL ¥-'91_ k 

San Fernando Valley Exodus Festival '91, one of the largest showcases of Jewish life, will be 
held on Sunday, April14, 1991, from 11:00 a.m. to 5:00p.m. at Pierce College in Woodland Hills. 

Exodus '89 surpassed all expectations when over 40,000 people, members of the Jewish 
Community, gathered at Pierce College on a Sunday in Spring to celebrate our cultural heritage, our 
common interests and our concerns. 

To participate in Exodus Festival '91 is an outstanding opportunity for us to "show and tell" 
what we do. As librarians we make a major contribution to our communities. Our constituents should 
be made aware of the myriad of materials we have to offer and the numerous services we perform. 
From storytelling to searching, from microforms to moderns, the list is endless. 

Join the Jewish Librarians at our booth, and/or tell stories to the children and adults that visit 
the Children's Park. This is our opportunity to "blow our own horns," so let's do it in high style. 

See you there. -- Fran Shuster 
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The Good Librarian 

[With all due respect to the Jewish sage 
of the third or fourth century B.C. who assembled 

the book of Proverbs, including The Good Wife, Proverbs 31] 

Who can find a virtuous librarian? for 
her price is far above the Career Ladder. 

Her principal doth safely rely upon 
her, so that she eagerly participates in 
curriculum committees. 

She will do good and not evil all the 
days of the school year and apply creative 
thinking skills to every situation. 

She seeketh literary re\ri.e\vs and 
library literature and readeth well with 
her eyes. 

She is like merchants' ships; she 
bringeth her media from afar. 

She riseth also while it is yet night to 
open the library before school and giveth 
professional materials to the staff, and a 
portion of her time also to the volunteers. 

She considereth each field of the 
curricul urn and maketh a budget 
according to the goals and objectives; and 
as a reading advisor, she planteth a 
vineyard of learning in the minds of her 
students. 

She girdeth her loins with strength by 
writing proposals and strengtheneth her 
arms with research. 

She perceiveth that her collection is 
good, her reading candle goeth not out by 
night. 

She layeth her hands to the 
application of technology and in her five
year plan is a timeline for 
implementation. 

She stretcheth out her hand to the 
poor in knowledge, yea, she reacheth 
forth her hands to the needy of 
information, regardless of race or creed. 

She is not afraid of the blizzard of 
term papers for she is networking with 
the public library: all her faculty 
members are supplied with 
bibliographies. 

She maketh herself coverings of 
tapestry and speaks to the PTA and the 
Lions' Club; her clothing is professional. 

Her principal is known in the district 
and the state as one striving for an 
effective schools list when she sitteth at 
library conferences. 

She maketh fine book talks and 
shareth them; and delivereth puppet 
shows unto the little ones. 

Strength and honor are her clothing; 
and she shall rejoice in time to come 
when her students receive scholarships 
to college. 

She openeth her mouth with wisdom 
at in-service meetings; and in her smile 
is the law of kindness. 

She looketh well to the appearance of 
her library, that it is well-organized and 
aesthetically pleasing, and keepeth the 
custodians encouraged to maintain it 
well. 

Her students rise up and call her 
blessed; her faculty also; and they 
praised her. 

Many daughters have done virtuously 
in choosing a profession, but thou 
excellest them all. 

Favor is deceitful and beauty is vain, 
but a librarian that feareth the Lord, she 
shall be praised. 

Give her the fruit of her hands, and let 
her own Service and Performance report 
praise her in the board meeting. 

Judy DriskeU 

(Article reprinted with permission from School Library Journal I September 1990) 
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