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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE ....... . 

Jewish Book Month is here again. Although we don't need an excuse to be 
Jewish book advocates, this time of year gives us all a perfect reason to promote our 
libraries. The collections most of us oversee are jewels hidden from the general 
public. At our last AJLSC meeting our speaker acquainted us with the treasures 
available through our public libraries, but he admitted that he had never before 
visited a Jewish library. How sad that the wonderful storehouses of knowledge 
available in our Judaic libraries are not familiar to the secular world around us-
even to other library professionals. Although we may not have the facilities or staff 
to serve a large general population, we must at least let other libraries know about 
the important resources we have available. The most beautiful library is not one 
with thousands of books on its shelves gathering dust, but rather an active 
repository of knowledge whose volumes are used to pass on that knowledge to as 
many people as possible. Sharing our love of Jewish books is an obligation for all of 
us. 

Upcoming Meeting Dates for Your Calendar: 
Dec. 3 -- General meeting 
Jan. 7 -- Board meeting (at Rachel Glasser's) 
Feb. 4 -- General meeting 
Mar. 4 -- Board meeting (at Martha Globerman's) 
Apr. 5 -- General meeting 
May 6 -- Board meeting (venue to be announced) 
June 3 -- Last general meeting 

.AJLSC LIBRARY LIGHT is distributed free to .AJLSC members. 
EDITOR:  

 
WORD PROCESSING I LAYOUT: Matt Doran 

Typed copy should be submitted to Gayle Schnaid. D E AD L IN E for the next issue is Friday, 
Jan. 4, 1991. 
Permission to reprint granted when credit is given to "Association of Jewish Libraries of Southern 
California Library Light.• 
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Carolyn See, author and noted book reviewer, will be the featured speaker at 
the December General Meeting of AJLSC. Here's an opportunity to learn how to 
write and talk about books from an expert whose cogent and often witty book 
reviews appear regularly in the L.A. Times. The meeting is scheduled for Monday 
night, December 3 at 7:30 p.m. at Eric Chaim Kline Bookseller (formerly Morrison 
& Kline. See page 6 for more details!), now located at 1349 3rd Street Promenade in 
Santa Monica. Parking is available in the Municipal parking structures on 2nd 
street and 4th street. 

********* 
HIGHLIGHTS OF OCTOBER 15 GENERAL MEETING: 

EMEK HEBREW ACADEMY LIBRARY 

Robert Karatsu, MCLS Reference Coordinator/Assistant Director, gave an in
depth explanation of MCLS, as well as the Metronet system. (See "Metropolitan 
Cooperative Library System" article, page 7). 

The group very much enjoyed learning all that the Public Library, and other 
library systems, have to offer. The motto, "If we don't have it, we can get it," is 
every librarian's dream. Between the two systems, especially in times of budget 
cut-backs, MCLS and Metronet seem like answers to networking prayers. 

For any questions about the Metronet system, please call Donna Harris, at 
. 

Hillary Zana suggested that we use the 1/2 hour "social" time before each 
meeting to share and discuss new and interesting books. Her suggestion was 
accepted. Please bring publications of general interest to the next meeting. 

Central Cataloging Service has been getting positive feedback. 
Arrangements for National AJL Convention, to held in Los Angeles in June, 

1992, are getting under way. Adaire Klein welcomes all ideas and suggestions to 
make this a spectacular event. 

Minutes will be sent to board members not able to attend meetings. 
Susan Dubin received a card from Jane Breskin Zalbein. Ms. Zalbein's new 

book, Goldie's Purim, will be out in January, 1991. She has also written a secular 
book, Fqrtune Teller iD. .5h,. Ms. Zalbein would be interested in addressing the 
group in Fall 1991. 

GOOD AND WELFARE: Mazeltov to Fran Shuster on the birth of her new 
granddaughter! 

POSITION AVAILABLE 

Reference and Serials Librarian. Full-time. MLS Degree 
and experience preferred. Excellent Fringe Package. Call 
Adaire Klein, Simon Wiesen thai Center Library/ Archives. 
213-553-9036, ext. 255. 
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--~~-----------IIIIIA IIIII ASSOCIATION OF JEWISH LIBRARIES 

AJL~ The Association of Jewish Libraries has qOO members. 

Won't you make it901? 

The Association of Jewish Libraries was formed in 1965, by the merger of two Judaica library organizations - one com
posed of research and academic libraries, the other of smaller school, center, and synagogue libraries. They merged in the 
spirit of cooperation, guidance and sharing that still characterizes our organization. 

Why should you join AJL? You should join to: 

End your professional isolation. 
We have a quarterly newsletter filled with current book reviews, information about new publications, exhibil<;, 

catalogs, media, and library-related projects; a bi-annual journal that brings you the latest developments in library and 
information science, library news from Israel, cataloging decisions, techniques for better library organization and 
administration, visits to fascinating Judaica libraries, articles about rare manuscripts, literature, speeches and articles by 
prize-winning authors, and complete projects and programs for you to replicate in your own libraries. The AJL is also 
currently working to revise existing standards for Judaica libraries and for educating Judaica librarians anc para
professionals. 

Share knowledge. 
In addition to the AJL NEWSLETTER and the joumai1UDAICA LIBRARIANSHIP, we have publications which 

teach you how to organize a Jewish library-; how to select the right stories for specific holidays, events in Jewish life, and 
Jewish values and concepts. We are working on providing continuing education courses in Judaica librarianship ... AND 
we have a dynamic convention each year, ·filled with excitement and learning. 

Exert influence. 
The AJL has successfully exerted influence upon the Library of Congress to redo incorrect, biased, and Christologi

cal subject headings and to revise LC classification and subject headings based on members· expertise; upo~ publishers to 
publish more Jewish content materials (we give three Sydney Taylor awards in children's literature and one reference book 
award annually), to re-issue important out-of-print titles, to order larger printing runs, and to not publish revisionist or 
antisemitic materials. The AJL pressures bookstores to not display or sell books which are distorted and biased against 
Jews. Ry administering the annual Sydney Taylor Manuscript Award for first-time authors of Jewish children's stories. we 
encourage the writing of more Jewish children's books. 

The ASsociation of Jewish Libraries is the professional organization representing your interests. Won't you join and help 
to make it an even better organization? 

Sincerely, 

Li.n.da Lvzman 
rp /J eA.i..den.:t 

(There are still some local members who have not renewed their membership in AJLSC for 1990-91. 
If you have not sent in your $20 dues, please do so immediately to Rachel Glasser,  

) 
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LIBRARY SHOWCASE 

JOSEPH HARARY LffiRARY 
by Jane Howard Blitz 

NOV./DEC. 1990 

"Welcome to our library" is on the door of the 
library at Sephardic Hebrew Academy and our students 
are making the most of their brand new library. The new 
library is in its third year, and each year has grown . . . 
both in the size of the collection and the actual size of the 
facility! Three years ago, Debra Chaney started the 
library. I walked into the library in July, 1989, and found 
that despite Debra's hard work, about one half of the 

books hadn't been processed, catalogued, or touched! Our director of general studies 
had heard that Egremont was closing one of its campuses and bought out a large 
percentage of their books for our library! Thanks to the generosity of several 
members of A.J.L., I found out how to get started and what to do so that by 
September, we felt like we had a real library! Last year the library was located in a 
small classroom (about 12 x 14). We couldn't fit more than twelve students into the 
library at one time! The students used the library so much, that it was decided to 
move the library into one of the largest rooms in the school. We are literally three 
times the size of last year! We have a carpeted reading comer for story time, as well 
as free reading, tables for students to work at, a small work area for me and room to 
add more book shelves! Students and teachers returned to school this year and 
were amazed by our library. 

Sephardic Hebrew Academy (SHA) is an orthodox day school. We have 213 
students from nursery school to 8th grade. Our library is open to the students 
during their recesses and lunch time. All of our classes, from pre-1 to 8th grade, 
visit the library weekly for a lesson. Lessons range from library skills, to different 
authors, to Judaic literature. Everyone's favorite time seems to be story time. 
Many parents from the nursery school bring their children to the library to check 
out books, so I really get to know everyone at the school. 

This year we are encouraging the parents to make.a donation to the library in 
honor of their children's birthdays. The P.T.A. is working with me on this project. 
Our wonderful P.T.A. has also helped find parents to help in the library and jumped 
to our aid when we were short of money for a set of World Book Encyclopedia. 

Last year I participated in SHA's Project Success by speaking to the parents 
about reading to their children. I have been asked to participate again this year. 

Last year the library sponsored a readathon. It was a great success for the 
number of books read by our students. We also had two book fairs, one in 
December, before Chanukah, and the other in June. We plan to continue having 
two book fairs per year. 

The most exciting change in our library this year is that the teachers are 
actually using it! The faculty at SHA has discovered that we have a real library and 
resource center for their use. I really feel like we've moved up in the world! 

(Jane Blitz is a credentialed English, Hebrew and Spanish teacher. Her experience has been 
teaching secondary and adult education for Los Angeles Unified School District. She was the reading 
specialist and title I reading coordinator at Nightingale Jr. High School. Jane combines her job at 
SHA with her other important job ... being a wife and mother! KOL HA KA VOD JANE!) 
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S!NAI TEMPLE WILLIAM R. BLUMENTHAL LlliRARY W!NS AWARD 

Sinai Temple in West Los Angeles won a Regional Programming Award in 
the area of Congregational Library Service from United Synagogue of America's 
Pacific Southwest Region during their recent Torah Institute and Biennial 
Weekend. The judges commended William R. Blumenthal Library and its Director 
of Library Services, Rita C. Frischer, for the multiplicity of activities ranging from 
the many programs provided children and adults within the congregation to the 
Central Cataloging Service shared with other libraries nationwide. The judges 
commented about the many services provided that "while not fully emulatable by 
many congregations, anyone could obtain some useful ideas for their own library 
and learn of the resources available to them by this one." 

JEWISH LIGHTS Publishing is a new press 
dedicated to books that speak to Jewish unity and 
community and the relevance of Judaism to everyday life. 
In addition to publishing new and original works, 
JEWISH LIGHTS will bring back important titles that 
are out of print. In this effort, JEWISH LIGHTS seeks 
the input of librarians of Jewish books. Contact JEWISH 
LIGHTS to receive more information about this effort and 
to get onto the JEWISH LIGHTS mailing list. 

JEWISH LIGHTS is currently offering a 15th 
Anniversary 2nd Edition of 1:h.e. Book 2f Letters: A 
Mystical Alef·Bait and "Enhanced Reprints" of 
Lawrence Kushner's Honey from .t!J& Rock and~ 
Riyer 2f Light. 

JEWISH LIGHTS can be reached at P.O. Box 276, 
South Woodstock, VT 05071. TEL: (802) 457-4000, FAX: 
(802) 457-4004. 

ERIC KLINE BOOKS 
OLD AND NEWISH. RARE AND JEWISH 

by Ellen Cole, Levine Library, Temple Isaiah 

What you see is not all you can get. Browsing the books at Eric Kline, 
Bookseller, is like strolling an iceberg. In addition to his overflowing shelves, Eric 
has warehouse stock and international contacts for locating rare, out-of-print, and 
old books, but especially Judaica. 

Eric arrived at his Santa Monica Third Street Promenade location after the 
proverbial wandering that started, ironically, in Los Angeles. A native and a 
graduate of Warner Elementary, Emerson Junior and University Senior High 
schools, Eric went East to Ohio for his B.A. from Wilmington College. While 
studying there, Eric also attended Hebrew Union College. He completed his 
education at Brandeis University, M.A. in Jewish history and philosophy. 
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The transition from Ohio to Massachusetts schools went via a two year stint 
in Jerusalem where still wandering Eric entertained troops and soldiers mobilized 
for the '73 War and studied. Back in the states he became a "book scout" to support 
his Brandeis education. Eric maintained his lifelong interest in books, but did not 
consider it as a career. Starring as a storyteller on National Public Radio in Boston, 
finding his interest waning in a doctorate or a future with the rabbinate or a Hillel 
directorship, he turned back to his love of books, the joy of serendipity and the 
satisfaction of success with other dealers. When cataloging Judaica was not 
sufficiently supporting, Eric launched his first store. 

Eric met David Morrison through friends and the two men created a business 
that specialized in all types of out-of-print, used, and rare books. Eric contributed 
both as a generalist and as a specialist in antiquarian and illustrated Jewish books. 
When the two men dissolved the business after five years, Eric moved to his current 
location on the booming Third Street Promenade, a perfect location for browsers on 
topics from Americana to Zionism. 

Increasing gentrification of the Santa Monica area has Eric considering 
alternatives for the future. With contacts coast to coast and in Europe and with 
80% of his Judaica sales going outside Los Angeles he may create a new business in 
special Jewish books. He deals in many languages of Judaica, although retail space 
and local demand do not allow him to display all his stock. He may keep his retail 
business or he may switch to sale by appointment only. We can rely on him not just 
as Eric Kline Books, but as our bespoke bookseller. 

METROPOLITAN COOPERATIVE LIBRARY SYSTEM 
by Rita Berman Frischer 

Two heads, it is said, are better than one. By the same token, two libraries 
are also often better. No one library can answer all questions or supply everything 
a patron might need or want and that's when the Metropolitan Cooperative Library 
System (MCLS) takes over. By cooperating with other libraries, a primary level 
reference source -- otherwise known as your friendly neighborhood library -- can 
provide more materials and better service through sharing resources. 

MCLS was organized in 1965 in the San Gabriel Valley with five member 
libraries. By 1985, the System included 30 public libraries serving 5.4 million 
people. It is one of the largest cooperative library systems in the U.S. 

Here are the specifics about the three basic programs MCLS member 
libraries offer: 

Egual access-- If you live in any MCLS community, you are entitled to use or 
borrow materials of all member libraries after showing proof of residence. More 
than one library card may be issued. Most items borrowed from any MCLS library 
can be returned to any other MCLS library. 
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Interlibrary l2im -- If the material you need is not at your primary source, 
you can ask your library to get it on interlibrary loan (ILL). Other member libraries 
will be searched; if the material is located, it will be sent to your local library for 
pickup. Photocopies of articles, documents, etc., are also available through n..L. 

Interlibrary reference-- Every MCLS library has reference librarians to help 
you find answers but if your question cannot be answered at the local level, it can be 
referred to the Systems for second level reference action at the metropolitan level 
or, if that fails, to the third level, the State of California Answer Network (SCAN) 
for further research. 

There is no cost for reference referral. Whether ILL requests and photocopies 
involve a fee depends on local policies. MCLS is supported by funds from the 
California Library Service Act, Library Services and Construction Act, and member 
library contributions. 

*** 
METRONET --REFERENCE COOPERATION COMES TO AREA LffiRARIES 

by Rita Berman Frischer 

If the Metropolitan Cooperative Library System (MCLS) represents the best 
effort of public service libraries to share resources and provide maximum service at 
minimum cost, the next logical step is the inclusion of multi type libraries in the 
equation. That step's name is METRO NET, a new project of MCLS designed to 
encourage guided reference cooperation, provide efficient access to information and 
ensure a more equitable distribution of library service load among the over 1,000 
libraries in Los Angeles County. 

METRONET was conceived to remedy reference referral problems that were 
especially severe in their effect on two major academic libraries: UCLA and 
California State University at Northridge (CSUN). Despite shrinking budgets and 
personnel restrictions, these institutions found themselves constantly bombarded by 
community users. Sent by well-meaning referring librarians in city, county or 
school libraries, patrons traveled long distances, paid parking fees and waited until 
harried reference librarians, beset with undergrads, graduate students and faculty 
members, could spare time, only to find that their quests were frequently 
inappropriate, futile, or could have been satisfied much closer to home. 

Such blind referrals occur when referring librarians send a patron to 
another library without knowing if the receiving library has the resources needed or 
if the patron will be welcomed and helped. The effect of such referrals is serious, 
frustrating the patron, causing a loss of trust and/or encouraging blind walk-ins in 
future with more frustration in store. The effect on receiving librarians is also 
unfortunate, causing some libraries to restrict access to outsiders, others to consider 
establishing fees. The misunderstandings caused by blind referrals are especially 
relevant in Los Angeles because among the over 1,000 libraries in the county are 
public libraries of all sizes, private colleges, state colleges, state universities, 
governmental agencies, industries, high schools, religious institutions and other 
non-profit organizations, all with their own libraries, most unknown outside of their 
own spheres, misunderstood by others as to the extent of their resources, or of 
limited access due to restrictions such as security clearances. 
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METRONET is an attempt to remedy referral problems through what is 
called the "mediated client referral process." After an interview determines the 
patron's needs, use of the METRONET Director of Information Resources 
determines the nearest location where the desired resource can be found. Through 
the Directory and through the development of working relationships, tours and 
personal contact, the referring librarians can be aware of the nature and 
accessibility of the target location, the rules, the hours, and any other information 
needed to save the patron and the receiving librarian time and aggravation. 

When the METRONET concept was proposed, the State Library Directories 
would be prepared by geographic areas and the San Fernando Valley Directory has 
been completed and is in use. Below are examples of information included: 

Library Type 
Description 
Collection Strengths 
Government Documents 
Classification System 
Holdings 
Open Hours 
Closed 
Access Conditions: 

Borrowing Privileges 
Interlibrary Loan 
Reference Services 

Foreign Languages: 
Materials 
Translation Services 

Parking 
Access For Disabled 
Cooperative Affiliations 

Services: 
Audiovisual Equipment 
Audiovisual Stations 
Computer Dial-Up 
Database Searching 
Document Delivery 
Fax Machine 
Meeting Rooms 
Microcomputers 
Microform Machines 
Orientation Service 
Photocopy Services 
Photographic Services 
Typewriters 

Staff Contacts 
Transportation 
Publications 

The second Directory is now in process and will cover West Los Angeles. I 
and several other AJLSC members attended an orientation meeting on the 
METRONET Westside Cluster at the end of August and have since completed forms 
that will include our special collections in the Directory. Among other plans for the 
successful implementation of the METRO NET concept are the use of forms which 
will permit information gained on the initial interview to be passed along to the 
receiving librarian, the creation of databases, the use of pilot groups to test avenues 
of communication, and the implementation of training workshops, tours, and 
newsletters to lend a sense of cohesion to each referral cluster. 

AJLSC members have been sharing information informally for years but 
inclusion in the METRONET Project provides a wonderful way to make ourselves 
known in the larger library community while learning techniques and policies 
helpful to our own operations. However, we must also be realistic about the service 
we can provide the community without affecting primary users in our congregations 
or schools. 

For further information, contact Donna Harris, METRONET Project 
Manager, 2235 N. Lake Avenue, Suite 106, Altadena, CA 91001, telephone 818-794-
6967. 
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Je,.l'ish Boolr. counel.l • Sponsored by The JCC AuoelaUoo/NA J~£ 

!5 East 26th Street. :\rw\'ork \1' 10010 {2121532·4949 
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Jewish book month is always a 
stimulating time in our libraries. 
The Library Light editors are 
excited to share some novel ideas 
contributed by local and national 
librarians. 

STORYTELLING FESTIVAL 
by Susan Dubin, Day School 

Librarian, Valley Beth Shalom, 
Harold M. Schulwas Day School 

October is the time of year for 
crisp apples, fall leaves, and 
storytelling. The National 
Storytelling Festival takes place in 
Jonesboro, Tennessee every year 
during the first week in October. 
There storytellers from around the 
world converge to brush up on 
technique, learn new stories and 
ways to tell them, or just swap 
tales ... 

Because story helps to define who we are, storytelling is an important 
component in the library program at Valley Beth Shalom Day School. Since 
storytelling is a favorite activity, the children and staff of the school join with the 
National celebration of storytelling by having their own annual Storytelling Festival 
each October. For one week the library is closed during recess and lunch, and 
children are invited to find a seat on the storytelling blanket spread out on the 
playground by the lunch benches for a story break. Guest storytellers schedule 
appearances and share their stories. Teachers, principals, rabbis, custodians, 
cantors, parents, and grandparents are asked to volunteer as storytellers. A 
representative from City Council even stopped by to tell Miss Nelson Is Missin~! 
The highlight of the event every year, though, is when children get up to tell their 
own stories. With children from many different cultures represented, the stories 
are always interesting. 

Storytelling is a way to keep alive our traditions and heritage and pass them 
on to new generations. The children at Valley Beth Shalom will have quite a bit to 
pass on. 
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RECEPTION: 
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"In new ways to us, Jewish-American women writers are 
creating a literature out of their own experience as women, 
as Americans, as Jews ... • 

Sunday, December 9, 1990 

1:30 P.M. 

2:00P.M. 

Board Room 

Jewish Community Building 
6505 Wilshire Blvd. 
Los Angeles, CA 90048 

$1.00 

The Ubrary 
Tel: (213) 852-1234, Ext. 3202 

Dr. Ludwig Strauss, Chair 
Friends of the Peter M. Kahn Jewish Community Ubrary 

HAVA BEN-ZVI, Head Ubrarlan 

BUREAU OF JEWISH EDUCATION OF GREATER LOS ANGELES 
M agency of the Jewish Federation Coun~ll. 
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PETER M. KAHN 

6505 WILSHIRE BLVD., LOS ANGELES, CA 90048 I 852-1234, Ext. 3202-3-4 

Sandra R. Bernstein 
Chair, Library Committee 
Hava Ben-Zvi 
Head Librarian 

CONTEMPORARY JEWISH-AMERICAN WQMEN WRITERS 

The fascinating subject of Jewish-American Women Writers will be 
discussed by Miriyam. Glazer, Professor of Literature at the University of Judaism, 
on Sunday, December 9th, 1990, 1:30 p.m., in the Board Room of the Jewish 
Community Building, 6505 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles, thus celebrating Jewish 
Book Month. 

In ways new to us, Jewish-American women writers are creating a literature 
out of their own experience as women, as Americans, as Jews ~- critiquing our 
culture, reconceiving the past, and groping toward authentic spiritual expression. 
We need to hear these new voices as we ourselves seek to grasp the phenomenon 
known as Jewish-American literature. 

Professor Miriyam Glazer taught for many years at the Ben-Gurion 
University in Beersheba, Israel, where she was head of the Department of Foreign 
Languages and Literature, before joining the faculty of University of Judaism. 

Her book, Burnin~ AU: awl Clear Mind: Contemporary Israeli Women 
Poets (1981), introduced the intriguing poetry of Israeli women to English-speaking 
audiences for the first time. Her own poetry and translations from the Hebrew have 
been included in Voices Within tht A1:ki Dw Modern Jewish Poets. She has 
also published numerous scholarly essays on major Romantic and modem writers, 
and has written on mothers and daughters in literature. 

She is currently at work on studies in contemporary Jewish-American 
literature, with special emphasis on literature by women on spiritual issues. 

The event is sponsored by the Friends of the Peter M. Kahn Jewish 
Community Library. The Library is part of the Bureau of Jewish Education of 
Greater Los Angeles, which is an agency of the Jewish Federation Council and a 
beneficiary of United Jewish Fund. 

Reservations· are necessary. Call (213) 852-1234, Ext. 3202. 
Refreshments. Donation $1.00. 
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BRINGING JEWISH BOOK MONTH INTO THE PUBLIC LIBRARY 

The Long Island Chapter proposed the following idea to its members. Some members acted 
on it. Others did not. It would work best on a chapter-wide basis. 

Step 1. -- Call the Coordinator of Children's Services and/or the Coordinator of Adult 
Services of your local library system and explain that your chapter, the Chapter of the AJL, 
would be happy to cooperate with the public libraries in observing Jewish Book Month, which is a 
cultural, not religious event. Then offer all or some of the following services: 

a) Expertise in preparing an exhibit 
b) Helping to select appropriate books in the collections of the public libraries 
c) Providing bibliographies, a story hour, or booktalk 
d) Having a packet of Jewish Book Month flyers sent to the coordinator for distribution to the 

libraries or, offering to send flyers to each library by the chapter. 

Step 2. -- Obtain the flyers by calling the Jewish Book Council at 212-532-4949. Ask 
Kathryn Pisano to send (?quantity) to either the public library coordinator, or to the chapter. 

Step 3. -- Write or call each public library, repeating your offer and saying that you have 
already spoken to their system coordinator. 

Step 4. -- Form a committee for this project or let the closest chapter members help their 
local public library. 

Step 5. --The chapter might present a beautiful art or reference book of Jewish interest to 
the public library or libraries. 

Step 6. -- The Cleveland Chapter hosts the librarians from the public libraries and public 
school libraries to a tea, with a speaker. 

A copy of our model letter is shown below: 

Dear (Use personal name of the children's services librarian), 

Your Name 
Name of Your Library 
Address 
Date 

At our recent national convention, we learned that in many cities the public libraries join in observing 
Jewish Book Month, which is a cultural, not religious, event. We checked with the Jewish Book Council in New 
York and they confirmed that public libraries are generously represented among those libraries ordering their 
Jewish Book Month Kit. 

We, the Chapter of the Association of Jewish Libraries, wish to rectify the oversight and 
invite you to join the celebration. As most books of Jewish content are published by trade publishers, very likely 
you have many appropriate titles in your collection; however, other than books located in the DDC 296s, 956s, 
and 945s, you may not be able to locate additional suitable books-- such as fiction with Jewish characters. We 
therefore offer you our expertise by: 

1. providing you with a list of current books of Jewish and general interest. 
2. helping you to select the books and to display them. 
3. providing you. with the order form for Jewish Book Month materials 

or 
providing you with one 1990 Children's Jewish Book Month poster and 100 bookmarks. 

4. providing a story hour of Jewish folktales for ages 6-10. 
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This project was proposed by Dr. Marcia W. Posner, formerly children's services librarian at the 
William R. Bowie Library, to Caroline Ward, Coordinator of Children's Services of the Nassau Library System, 
both of whom had recently returned from the IDBY (International Board on Books for Youth) conference in 
Williamsberg, Virginia, where the national children's literature of forty-nine countries was on display. In 
Kenya, for example, picture books have been printed on native kangas Oarge square cloths used for clothing and 
other purposes), each using one of the many different languages spoken in the country. No doubt this 
interesting celebration of national differences inspired Dr. Posner to want to mark our own unity and 
differences as Americans of various extractions and nationalities. 

Ms. Ward agreed that each library should decide if it would like to participate, and that the exhibit be 
kept at a cultural level. · 

or 
This project was similarly proposed by Sandy Burch of the SAJS (Suffolk Association of Jewish Schools) 

Library to Marie Orlando, Coordinator of Children's Services in the Suffolk Library System. 

Please write to me at:----------

*************************** 
SEFER SAfARI 

by Helen Kruger, Temple Beth El, 
Cedarhurst, L.I.-AJL 

"Helen, what do you think of the idea 
of a book club with the title 'Sefer Safari'? 
We could get an artist to do an interesting 
rendering for the hall bulletin board." Thus 
our new adventure was created. A reading list 
was developed for each grade with some 
overlapping titles to allow for different levels 
of reading. A top sheet was prepared and sent 
to the parents introducing our new reading 
program. Each student has a special Sefer 
Safari camel with their name and grade on it 
that advances to five different oases on the 
hallway bulletin board as they fmish reading 
each book. Students that read at least 5 books 
from the reading list receive a special 
certificate at our closing assembly. 

We meet several times a year with the entire grade so that students have an opportunity to 
"sell their books," which adds a healthy competition to see who can tell their story so well that many 
will sign up on a reserve list. Sometimes a particular topic will be touched on that becomes the focus 
of diseussion -- for example, grandparents and grandchildren; how we feel about them, how open we 
are with them, how we feel about the death of a grandparent, what can we do if we have no living 
grandparent; this was a very touching session that brought each of the students closer in sharing 
their feelings and personal experiences. 

NOTE: Sefer Safari is highlighted as the Idea of the Month for November 1990 in the BJE 
Teacher's Center Calendar. Yasher Koach, Helen! 
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BOOK REVIEWS 

by Hillary Zana, Librarian; Emek Hebrew Academy, 
Jacob Pressman Academy, and Bais Yaakov 

The past several years have seen great increase in the publication of English 
language fiction geared for the Orthodox public. Both the quantity and quality of 
this specialized genre have grown. Picture books with attractive illustrations and 
good production values are numerous. Elementary age children's books include 
historical fiction, stories of school life and friendships, mysteries, and adventure 
stories. Recently books geared to high school age girls have also appeared. 

Orthodox parents seek wholesome literature with positive moral values for 
their children. While these are certainly worthy criteria, often they lead to overly 
didactic literature; saccharine-sweet characters behaving in an unrealistic fashion. 
One expects to read of incredible strength of character in the biography of a rabbi 
renowned for his piety and learning. In the tale of an Orthodox schoolchild, more 
down-to-earth behavior is welcome. For how can the average young reader 
empathize with a fictional perfect child? 

Rifki Nesher, the heroine in Working il.o.u.t (Ruthie Pearlman; Bristol 
Rhein & Englander, 1990) seems to agree with the above sentiments, as she 
complains of her mother's expectations that, "Rifki Nesher should be reading cute 
story books about cute girls doing mitzvos and getting pats on their backs from their 
daddies and mommies." Rifki, an Orthodox English high school student, wants to 
"have it all." She wants a career in medicine, a husband and children. While she 
never strays from her rock-solid belief system, Rifki questions and challenges just 
about anything not directly related to her orthodoxy. 

The plot twists and turns, sometimes in a rather unbelievable manner, as the 
Nesher family moves to Israel and Rifki grows up. The characters are multi
dimensional and the writing style enjoyable. The book's message is an important 
one, not only for orthodox women -- maybe you can't have it all. Perhaps 
compromises will have to be made between career and family. Priorities must be 
set straight . 

.T.h.e. L..2.s1 Children nf Tarshish (Ehud Tokatly; CIS, 1989) is geared 
towards mid-elementary through junior high students, particularly boys. You'll 
have to temporarily suspend disbelief to enjoy this one. Five Orthodox Israeli boys 
are shipwrecked on a desert island located somewhere between Israel and the U.S. 
Guided by Torah values, they set up a community. While the boys are deeply 
religious, they are also human. There is friction, misunderstandings, and conflict 
between them. Through adherence to Judaism's values, the boys are able to grow 
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personally and survive as a group. The boys come from different backgrounds -
Ashkenazic, Sephardic and Y emenite. This adds another nice dimension to the 
book, as the contributions of each child's culture are appreciated. All the details of 
wilderness survival should fascinate readers. The cliflhanging ending at the end of 
Book I will have them clambering to read the second volume. 

Sharing a. Sunshine Umbrella is a new picture book by Y affa Ganz, this 
year's winner of the AJL's Sidney Taylor award for an author's body of work. 
Subtitled a Milll1PY .and Simmy Wr.,y, this is the sequel to the popular I.lw Story m 
Mimmy .and Simmy. Hopefully, the subtitle indicates that this is but the second 
book in a long series! Mimmy and Simmy are two best friends who get in a fight. 
They stubbornly continue the fight, even to the point where neither remembers just 
why she is angry. Naturally, things are resolved in the end. Happily, the girls 
decide to settle their fight without an adult having to preach the book's "message" to 
those that missed it. 

The book is not overtly Orthodox in content. Mimmy's mother asks about 
Simmy one Shabbos and the final page has a quote from Tehillim about peace. The 
illustrations show girls dressed modestly and little brothers in kippot. These 
modem appealing drawings and the well-written text make this a book that should 
attract readers from all branches of Judaism. 

Solomon Gursky IDls }km 
by Mordecai Richler 

RAVEN ABOUT SOLOMON 

Reviewed by Ellen Cole, Temple Isaiah, Levine Library 

*** 

"It's a bird; it's a plane; it's superman." It's all three spun into Mordecai 
Richler's riotous new novel: Solomon Gursky lf.u Here. If you are ready for a 
wild ride, wacky fun, wicked satire and accurate, but affectionate skewering, you 
are ready for this inventive, exceptional book. 

The bird is a raven, the plane a Gypsy Moth, and the Superman, Solomon. 
These combine with a cast of outlandish characters to produce an original Jewish 
family saga, biblical in scope and manic in pace. No straightforward biography 
despite the family tree spelled out in begats, Richler presents a devilish puzzle to 
solve along with his chronicle of Jews in the New World and his critique of its 
impact on our morals and values. 

The biography springs from the obsession of brilliant, but failed author, 
Moses Berger, an appealing-repelling Arthurian (Liza Minelli, not Guenivere) 
figure. An ever-reforming alcoholic, Berger determines to unravel the background 
of the Gurskys, Montreal millionaire liquor magnates. He begins this search to hurt 
his own father, a promising poet supporting the family by writing as a Gursky 
flunky. Bewitched by the mystery of the missing Gursky brother, Berger focuses on 
Solomon; thereon hangs the ribald tale. 

Grocking Solomon requires knowledge of grandfather Ephraim. A scion with 
roots in Russia, childhood in Victorian England's slums, time in British penal 
colonies and finally, the sole survivor of a doomed English arctic expedition, life in 
polar Canada, Ephraim is an unparalleled patriarch. Solomon is his chosen one, 
our protagonist. A genius at sibling rivalry, he is a catalyst of joy and a destroyer of 
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hope. A character of amoral charm, unabashed daring, and cool brilliance, he uses 
his charisma abroad as a moral Jew while at home he finds revenge for betrayal 
unto the next generations. 

Richler mixes a powerful enigma crying for solution with pure hilarity. His 
Eskimos in tallit, schmaltz of walrus fat, London lord's outrageous twist of the blood 
libel, and Solomon's testimony at the bootlegging trial are sensational. Richler 
induces laughter to highlight, not eclipse, the pain of the rich Jew seeking social 
acceptance, weak or crazy children developing so naturally from successful fathers, 
the disintegration of our culture transplanted to a land of plenty. 

This book is fun! In addition, if you pay attention to the complex unfolding of 
the Gursky generations, you may unravel the mystery of the adventuring Solomon 
before Berger does. Along the way you will gain insight into the Canadian 
community, its British antecedents and its current denizens Jewish, French and 
Wasp. Richler is a witty comic, a keen observer and a vivid recorder. He combines 
humor, history and myth into a..11 unmatched portrait of immigrant rags to riches. 
When it comes to the money and the malt, you're bound to think Bronfman. When 
it comes to God and country, far North is not so farfetched. Pounce upon this 
Yiddishk.eit, deary. Quoth the raven, never bore! 

Rafi Aaron is planning a series of poetry readings in North 
America. He will be publicizing his newly published book of poetry, 
The ~ smd Found, with a reading tour December 1- December 21, 
1990. Mr. Aaron's readings abroad are being organized in conjunction 
with P.E.N. Israel (P.E.N. is a national union of writers and poets that 
exists in almost every country in the world), the Union of Local 
Authorities in Israel, and the Israeli Foreign Ministry. 

Many of the poems in this book will be of great interest, as they deal with life 
in Israel or take place against one of this country's many beautiful backgrounds. In 
addition, Mr. Aaron's writing, which represents a North American Israeli I Israeli 
North American perspective, should prove to be a very rewarding experience for 
both the audience and poet. 

Rafi Aaron is a recipient of the Tel Aviv Foundation's writers grant for 1990. 
His poems have appeared in Anglo-Israeli literary journals, the Jerusalem Post and, 
most recently, in Hebrew translation. His poem, "In This Amphitheatre," was 
selected for publication by the Canadian League of Poets, in Canada's largest poetry 
competition. 

Rafi Aaron was born in Ottawa, Canada, in 1959 and received a B.A. in 
Judaic Studies from York University, Toronto, in 1982. The same year he made 
ali yah to Israel and served a year and a half in the Israeli Defence Forces. During 
this period he represented the Israeli army abroad on a speaking tour that dealt 
with the political situation of the P.L.O. after the war in Lebanon. For the last 
number of years he has worked in the field or international public relations and 
advertising. Among his many projects has been the closing cultural event of Israel's 
40th anniversary celebrations, the first-ever symphony at Masada. 

Mr. Aaron will be in the Los Angeles area on December 5th through the 7th. 
If you are interested in a poetry reading, please call Ronit Naim (Cultural Affairs) 
at the Israeli Consulate Monday through Thursday 10:00 a.m.-3:00p.m. at (213) 
651-5700. 
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BEITHATIKVA* 

white stone walls 

tables clothed in shade 

island each couple 

here we are tourists 

in our own country 

float in the Dead Sea 

without weight in our bodies 

meaning in our lives 

leaving we reclaim 

coats and identities 

everything that has been said 

remains on the trees 

tropical fruit 

that doesn't grow here 

*House of Hope 

-- Rafi Aaron 

NQV./DEC. 1990 
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AJL 25TH ANNIVERSARY CONEERENCE 

JERUSALEM. 1990 

NQV.IDEC. 1990 

(The .AJL International Conference in Israel was incredibly stimulating to those who were lucky enough 
to attend. 

Library Light will feature as many articles as possible from anyone wishing to share their experiences 
with us. The following was contributed by Grace Friedman -- Adat Ari El Religious School Librarian.) 

The 1990 Convention of the Association of Jewish Libraries was held in Jerusalem, differing 
from previous conventions in that it was an international conference of Judaica and Israeli 
librarians. This meant that as an American member I was privileged to meet Judaica librarians 
from all over the world, in itself a memorable experience. 

The reception at the Jewish National Library of the Hebrew University was a profoundly 
moving occasion that for me set the tone of the subsequent meetings, as we were able to view the 
literary treasures of the Jewish people. 

To me the most worthwhile presentation was the day-long International Symposium on 
Jewish Children's Literature as librarians from France, Holland, Czechoslovakia and the United 
States spoke about the amount of Jewish children's books available and published in their countries 
and what was available in translations. In contrast I realized how fortunate we were in America as 
to what was obtainable here. 

Equally valuable to me were the storytelling sessions, to hear Leo Pavlet, Penina Schram, 
Shai Schwartz in person, and to meet famous authors such as Yaffa Ganz, Sonia Levitin, and Philip 
Goodman. And most of all to hear the address of Rabbi Adin Steinsaltz as he received the Reference 
Book award for the Reference Guide to his English edition of the Talmud. 

All in all, an experience that has enriched me as a Judaica Librarian and that will stay with 
me for the rest of my life. 

Location 

Main Soeaker 

Re2'istration 

SAVE THIS DATE; 

January 27. 1991 

Conservative Educators Conference 

University of Judaism 
15600 Mulholland Drive 
Los Angeles, CA 90077 

8:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. 

Adon Olam -- Approaches to Understanding and Teaching G-d. 

Rabbi David Wolpe 

$5.00 

Intended primarily for educators in supplementary schools. All are invited. No individual invitations 
-- please contact your principals (individuals may attend). 

For additional information contact Bella Bergman, (213) 852-1234, Ext. 2240. 
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PEOPLE'S CORNER 

Sue Greening is the new librarian at the West Valley Jewish Community 
Center. A former special education teacher, Sue was the volunteer librarian at 
Canterbury Avenue School for four years. She was in charge of all day-to-day 
operations including supervising classes, coordinating volunteer workers, processing 
books, ordering books and supplies, and repairing books. Last year, she worked in 
the Database Maintenance section of the Library Cataloging Department at 
California State University, Northridge. Sue is very excited over her new position 
at the WV JCC. The library has a wide-ranging book collection that Sue looks 
forward to expanding further. Services to children, weekly storytimes for eight 
classes of pre-school and kindergarten children is being emphasized. As this is 
Sue's first experience in a Jewish library, she welcomes any help and suggestions 
from other Jewish librarians. 

(Please send notices pertaining to any publicity, acknowledgements, achievements: yours, as well as 
any you would like to share.) 




