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President•s Message 

A time of new beginnings ••• 

As we start a new year, the excitement and anticipation 

can't help but get our hearts beating faster and our eyes 

looking forward to all the challenges that lie ahead. 

Working together we can provide a wonderful resource and 

and support system for the librarians and book lovers in our 

community. We can attract new active members of our association 

and provide them with the wonderful flense of community that 

belonging to AJLSC can give. Through programs that relate to 

research institutions as well as school and synagogue libraries~ 

we can present a balanced slate of activities that will have 

something of interest for everyone in our diverse group. 

In the competent hands of our new Board, our association 

can only continue to grow and develop along the path so 

clearly and competently set out for us by all those who have 

lead us so well in the past. 

At our first Board meeting of this year, Grace Friedman 

shared THE LETTER that started AJLSC (printed elsewhere in 

this edition of Library Light). In it, Dorothy Schroeder 

said, "This organization will serve as a center for the 

dissemination of Judaica library information and guidance in 

the establishment of .J'e'!"ish libraries." We have lived up to 

that ideal. For this new year let's make a new commitment to 

work towards Dorothy's goal of establishing a group which 

will "share experiences and work cooperatively in solving 

problems of individual libraries." 

Wishing you all a healthy, happy, and prosperous New Year, 

Susan Dubin 
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BLUMENTHAL BOOK TALK 
by Rita Berman Friscber 

SEP /OCT 1989 

Jane Breskio Zalben writes end illustrates children's 

books. On Monday evening, October 16th, during our scheduled 

geoere.l meeting ia the sukksh at Rita Friscber' s home in 

Sepulveda, she will talk to the members of AJLSC about being 

a writer, and especially about bow being Jewish has 

increasingly influenced the books she chooses to write. 

The author is scheduled to speak to numerous groups in 

this area during her visit to California, which is being 

spon~or~.!d. by Farrar·~ Straus. Gir.:Jux ,:;?Ubli,-her of !:ier l<'l.'t.est i.1ovel, 

a humorous work for 8-12 year olds called EARTH TO ANDREW 0. 

BLECHMAN. She will also be talking about her Jewish holiday 

picture book series which Holt is publishing. Both the novel 

and the first in the picture book series will be available to 

be bought and autographed for library or personal use. 

Zalben spent the years in which her sons were infants 

and toddlers writing novels for young adults. In each was a 

Jewish family; although their Je.,.ishcess was not usually 

essential to the story. Only recently did she realize that 

she vanted. to give her children and other little Jewi.,s•h-rll'll:.v-.. 

children a cuddly and warnr holiday story. •• 

~eni.'~ First Chawk~. a picture book featurine- e. little-

bear, was the end result. But it was first influenced by 

many discussions with e'ditors, r%bbis and others about the 

suitability of using animals fo~ such a story. 

This book, according to aut.hor Sue Alexander, represents 

a major breakthrough for Je.,.ish picture books, placing the 

execution of Jewish themes into the mainstream of picture 

book design. 

Zalben's ''middle age·· novel, for readers 8 to 12. ~~Lth 

~g An9J'.£~ Q ... ll~.hm!!.I.1. is about a boy smitten with old time 

Borscht Circuit type humor. Henny Youngman is his hero. 
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Snappy patter is his style. Add a feisty Grandma, a retired 

comic who lives upstairs and knew all the Circuit greats, a 

dinosaur egg(!) and the usual problems with the kids at 

school, and you have a very funny and warm book that would 

make a great Chanukah present for the right age reader. 

In addition to AJLSC, Zalben will be featured during the 

open house given by Beyda, Icc., jobbers of children's books 

located in Van Nuys. She will visit Pages' Bookstore on 

Ventura Blvd. in Encino. Children in grades 3 to 6 at Kedima 

Hebrew Academy, Valley Beth Shalom, Sinai Akiba Academy, 

Sinai Religious School, and Sephardic Temple Teferith Israel 

will have a chance to meet with her and she will end her 

visit here at a meeting of the Los Angeles Public Library 

children's librarians group. 

October Meeting 

The October meeting, our first of the New Year, will 

take place on Hol Hameed Sukkot, Monday, October 16, 1989 

at 7:30 P.M. Rita Frischer has graciously offered to host 

this special meeting in her sukkah at her home Please call 

Rita at (818)894- 4165 for directions. Our very special 

guest that evening will be the author of Beni's First 

Chanukah and Earth Calling Andrew o. BlecfuMn~ 

Jane Breiskin Zalben. Copies of her books will be available 

at the meeting for sale and autographing. Cost .of each book 

is $12.95. If you are planning to attend, please contact 

Rita so we can plan refreshments and seating accordingly. 
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L.A. in '92 ! 

Convention Report 
by Susan Dubin 

Yes, the National Convention of AJL is scheduled for 

Los Anqeles in June of 1992. Ad~ire Klein has aqreed to chair 

the Convention committee and would love to have your help. 

Call Adaire for more information. 

Back to 1989. The AJL convention was held in Washinqton, 

D.c. AJLSC had 16 members attending, one of the larqest 

deleqations. We all were kept very busy attendinq seminars, 

meetinqs, dinners, receptions, and Convention sessions. 

In four days of special moments: sotUe hi~hliqhts ~~ere t.he 

openinq session and reception at the Israeli embassy, a full 

day of seminars and tours at the Library of Congress, a 

special preview of the Library of Congress Judaic Collection 

and a wine and cheese reception,and the Awards dinner and 

autograph session with the winners of the Sydney Taylor 

Award for 1989, Jane Yolen and Patricia Polaccio. For me 

the most dramatic moment was when Patricia Polaccio, author 

of The Patchwork Quilt,went up to receive her award and showed 

all of us the actual quilt in her story. It looks just like 

the illustration! With so much to see and do, the time i~ 

Washington just flew by. I 

AJL nationally adopted a resolution to encourage member-

ship by offering support to local chapters in the form of 

visits by National Board members or representatives and a 

packet of literature for new and perspective members on the 

services and benefits of National AJL membership. As a chapte~ 

we have been asked to encourage National membership locally. 

This year we will consider ways to possibly restructure our 

dues to include National membership. If you have any suggestions, 

please let us know. 

The Convention in 1990 will be held in Israel, the first 

International. Letters have been sent to our local Bureau of 

Jewish Education requesting their support in helping to sub-

sidize those librarians interested in attending. Hopefully 

many of us will be able to say, "Next Year in Jerusalem!'' 
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CAJE 

The 14th annual conference of the Coalition for the 

Advancement of Jewish Education took place from August 13 to 

August 17, 1969, on the campus of the University of 

Washington in Seattle. As usual, the program was packed and 

the activities varied, although I must confess everything 

proved somewhat of an anti-climax after watching one of our 

daughters get her doctorate and get married during the 

preceding week. 

The campus at the U. of W. is exceptionally beautiful 

with old buildings reminiscent of Cambridge. The graduate 

library is particularly striking with golden stained glass 

windows running the height of the building's facade. 

Exhibits and most programs were held in the HUB, the student 

union building. 

I went to CAJE because I was asked to present a three 

hour module on Library Organization and Reorganization and 

two different 1-1/2 hour segments on teaching with 

literature, the first on Immigration in children's books and 

the second an overview of Judaism through literature. 

Unfortunately, because we had other commitments in the area 

and were staying off campus, I missed out on much of the 

net..,orking that is often the best byproduct at such 

conferences. I did, however, participate fully enough to 

have wemories: Joel Grishaver racing around madly, 

wearing one of his many hats, helping wherever he was needed; Molly 

tone visiting Aron Hirt-Mannheimer's class on getting children's books 

pu~lished (he's in charge of acquisitions for UAHC); Malka Drucker's 

crowded room as she spoke about writing children's books and her amazed 

gratification that so many Jewish teachers are convinced they have a lot 

to say to kids; the enthusiasm and receptivity of the people in my own 

classes. especially those in-the library module. who signed up to be sent 

samples of policies and went home determined to establish libraries with 

focus and purpose. 
(continued on page 7) 
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Sephardim provided a special interest for this year's 

CAJE, perhaps triggered by the outstandingly active Sephardic 

community in Seattle. Many sessions dealt with topics 

related to Sephardim, while the Sephardic women of Seattle 

provided one of the most outstanding exhibits of cultural and 

religious objects, foods, and historical materials I have 

ever seen done by non-professionals. On long tables in the 

entry room before the exhibits were displayed the stuff of 

Sephardic Jewish life, beautifully arranged, lively, well 

identified. I took pictures to share 

which could serve as a guide for any of us to encourage 

similar displays in our own congregations. 

Although I must admit I was not overwhelmed by the 

exhibits, for librarians, as well as teachers, CAJE (which 

will be held in Columbus, Ohio next year) has much to offer. 

by Rita Berman Frischer 

MAZEL IN GEZUNTE 

Get Well wishes for Judy Katz. 

Mazel Tov to Adaire Klein on the birth of a new grandchild. 

Mazel Tov to Rita Frischer on the marriage of her daughter. 

Mazel Tov to Karen Fisk on the birth of her new baby. 
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LOS ANGELES FESTIVAL OF STORIES 
October 29, 1989 Sunday - 9:00 A.M-5:30 P.M. 

At University of Judaism. Day-long program in
cludes performance and workshops conducted by 
local and guest storytellers, including Joel Ben 
Izzy, Lynn Gottlieb, Syd Lieberman, Devorah 
Menashe and Peninnah Schram. 

COST: - $70:00 RESERVATIONS NECESSARY 
FOR REGISTRATION INFROMATION SEND SELF
ADDRESSED ENVELOPE TO: 

UNIVERSITY OF JUDAISM 
DEPT. OF CONTINUING EO. 
15600 MULHOLLAND DR. 
LOS ANGELES, CA 90077 

Calibnia Media and~ 
Educmrs AssociaDon 

:/.( .. 

., 
. /. 

NOYember 15-18, 1989 
The Bll1mofe Hotel 
Los Angeles. Callfomio 
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S A V E T H E D A T E 

S H A R E I N 1 9 8 9 

Share-In, The Day Schools Educators Conference will be held on 
Thursday, November 9th, 1989 at the 

ADAT ARI EL DAY SCHOOL 
5540 Laurel Canyon Boulevard 
No. Hollywood, CA 91607 

The agenda 

There will be many interesting workshops - of special interest are 

WORKSHOP I 8:30 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. 

Title : Mock Trials in Your Classi:oom or Informal Setting 

Facilitator: Hava Ben-Zvi 

Brief Description: Hands on experience in organizing and "producing" 
mock trials to enrich, enliven and achieve active, 
enthusiastic student participation and involvement 
in your program. Emphasis on values, content and 
methods, allowing the inclusion of different types 
of information to produce interesting results. 
Useful materials will be shared. Intended for 
teachers, counselors and librarians working with 
students ages 11-18. 

Library 

KEYNOTE SPEAKER 

WORKSHOP II 11:20 a.m. - 12:45 p.m. 

Title : The Care and Feeding of Visiting Authors 

Speaker : Nancy Levinson, author 

Facilitator : Judy Katz 

Brief Description: Procedures for inviting authors to speak to young 
children - ways and means of preparing students 
for an interesting, exciting visit with authors 
of children's books. 

Workshop planned by the Association of Jewish Libraries of Southern 
California. 

Room : 

NOTE 

Library 

LUNCHEON 2:45 p.m. Optional 

Registration required. For pre-registration and for information 
call Esther Siegel (213)952-7702 or Janice Tytell on 
(818)716-1100 Ext. 324. 

No charge except for the Luncheon if desired. 
Teachers will not be individually notified. Please contact 
your Day School Principal for information. 

Even so the conference is intended for Day Schools Educators 
all librarians are invited. 



AJLSC LIBRARY LIGHT -10- SEP /OCT 1989 

SAVE THE DATE AND MARK YOUR CALENDAR. 

Y 0 M I Y U N - A DAY OF STUDY 

Specifically intended for teaching personnel of Orthodox Day 

Schools, it is however, open to all. 

DATE SUNDAY, JANUARY 14, 9:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. 
MONDAY, JANUARY 15, 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

LUNCHEON SERVED ON MONDAY 

REGISTRATION FOR BOTH DAYS $ 15.00 paid by schools 

for their staff. 

PLACE: HILLEL HEBREW ACADEMY 

9120 w. Olympic Boulevard 

Beverly Hills, CA 90212 

,.P..GENDA (general o~tline) 

Sunday - Limudei Kodesh - Judaic Studies for Judaic Studies 

personnel 

Monday - General studies workshops and plenary sessions. 

For registration and information call 

Hava Ben-Zvi -    

or Linda Taylor -    

SINAI LIBRARY 

Wanted: Full Time Assistant 
Type 45-50 words/min. 

Strong Administration & Organizational Skills 
Good sense of humor 
Computer friendly 

Call Rita  

Help W:nted -- Part Tirre 

LIBMRIAA 

Perfect for retiree! 

ID1'lf I SRf1El.. 

For nore infornntioo 

Coli TeliTD Cctel 

213-876-8330 
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Book Reviews 
Muriel Moster 

Sinai Temple 

TO THE PROMISED LAND: THE 
BIRTH OF ISRAEL. Uri Dan. 
Doubleday. 1988.285 p. $24.95 

956.94 ISRAEL- HISTORY 

Rarely a day passes that some headline 
about the small nation of Israel does not 
make the front page of the press. It is 
usually of a critical, condemnatory nature, 
giving superficial coverage to an event 
designed to grab the eye of the reader and 
sell newspapers. 

In this book Uri Dan gives the histori
cal background of the founding of the 
State, showing its early struggles to 
achieve independence and the high price 
it paid for its success in lost and shattered 
lives. 

By focusing on the years 1947-1948, 
leading to the proclamation of the birth of 
Israel, Dan contributes to a greater under
standing of events in today's Israel. This 
is important in view of the superficiality 
of most media coverage. He chronicles in
sightfully and factually Israel's tragedies 
and the odds against which it has had to 
cope. His graphic account of the pitiful 
remnant of Holocaust survivors who tried 
to reach its shores lends deeper apprecia
tion to Israel's steadfast detennination not 
to undermine further its hard-gotten 
recognition by acceding to demands of 
terrorists. Lending credibility to the text is 
the fact that Uri Dan not only lived 
through the historic period of the birth of 
Israel, but has personally known the 
political and military leaders he high
lights. 

Striking black and white photographs 
enhance the oversized book which was 
published in tribute to the fortieth anniver
sary of Is mel's statehood. From the cover 
one gets the impression that the contents 
include forty years ofl srael' s history. This 
is not so. Librarians, therefore, will need 
to supplement this book with others for 
updating events in Israel. 

An important chart at the back of the 
book gives Significant Dates in the Birth 
oflsrael from 1839-1948. 

-11- SEP /OCT 1989 

FIRE: THE LIBRARY IS BURNING. 
Barry D. Cytron. Lerner, 1988. 56 p. 
$9.95 

j 027.6 JEWISH THEOLOGICAL 
SEMINARY OF AMERICA 

- UBRARY- HISTORY 

Any fire damaging property and 
threatening lives is deplorable. but when 
fire destroys a priceless collection among 
250,000 books and thousands of 
magazines and newspapers in the most 
complete collection of Judaica in the 
world it is a tragedy of untold proportions. 
This is what happened when fire broke out 
in the iibrary of New York City's Jewish 
Theological Seminary of America w ht:re 
students study to become teachers and 
rabbis. The repository of many old, ir
replaceable books, it attracted scholars 
from all over the world to study Jewish 
history, Bible and religious thought in 
texts written in many languages, ancient 
and contemporary. 

This is an inspiring story of how a 
neighborhood with hundreds of volun
teers banded together. along with young 
children and officers of a world-wide cor
poration. to save and restore the books 
whose shelves stretched for ten floors. 
The heartbreaking loss from the fire and 
the subsequent rescue of especially valu
able, older and rare volumes are told by a 
fonner Seminary studen!. 

On taking inventory. after surveying 
shelves and shelves thick with ashes, out
lines of books were discovered. swollen 
with water. Realizing the necessity of 
quick action if these books were to be sal
vaged before they became usless from 
mold and the ravages which time inflicts 
on water-logged books, an emergency 
committee of students, teachers and 
volunteers went into immediate action. 
How they removed massive numbers of 
books from the foul-smelling library. the 
manner of organizing the books to remove 
the water and soot page by page. and the 
various methods employed to restore 
books to usefulness make for an incredible 
account. Librarians will find the material 
most useful. Readers will be fascinated 
by the ramifications involved in restoring 
the Seminary's Library and students will 

'be grateful that the caring and sharing of 
so many resulted in restoring volumes 
which perpetuate the lessons of the past. 
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MY BROTHER'S KEEPER: THE 
HOLOCAUST THROUGH THE 
EYES OF AN ARTIST. Israel 
Bernbaum. Putnam's, 1985. 64 p. 
$16.95 

759.13 HOLOCAUST,JEW1SH 
( 1939-1945 ),1N ART 

Speaking recently with Nazi hunter 
Simon Wiesenlhal in his Vienna office, I 
asked what motivates him after all these 
years to continue his work pursuing war 
criminals. Quoting Jewish sources, the sep
tuagenarian replied, "Forgetfulness is the 
root of all evil." Ferreting out perpetrators 
of mankind's most horrendous crime, the 
Holocaust. in which the demonic Nazis 
during World War ll fought a war against 
Europe's Jewish men, women and children, 
and warning surviving criminals that they 
will never rest easy for their evil, are his 
way of reminding the world that only by 
remembering the past can it prevent a repeti
tion of its honors. 

Bembaum 's way of educating is through 
his an. His poignant. memorable paintings 
accompany a factual text which focuses on 
the Jews of Warsaw during the Nazi oc
cupation and the final destruction of the 
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Warsaw ghetto. The Germans were suc
cessful in this infamy because the world 
stood by and did nothing. The brilliant 
paintings are portraits of stark. realism. To 
study them is to be engaged in constant 
discovery. Actual black and white 
photographs culled from wanime press sour
ces are also included, lending funher mean
ing to this imponant book. Appropriate for 
ages junior high and up, this work teaches 
excellent lessons, giving solemn warning of 
what results when we are indifferent and 
silent to racism and prejudice. It teaches 
moral values, emphasizes the necessity of 
on-going education and remembrance of the 
Ho!~ust's catast!uphic results and leaves 
no doubt that we are, indeed, our brother's 
keeper. 

Photograph reprinted from My Brother's Keeper: The Holocaust 
the Eyes of an Artist by Israel Bernbaum. 
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