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AJLSC LIBRARY LIGHT 

Dear Friends, 

Thi~ Wtr.5 ttl bt! a rt!tr~~tivtl, 
One that would be very reflective 

-2 -

of four wonderful years-- and then, and then, 
I thought about it once t}Jain. 

How about a "Do you remember ... " 
Or better yet, "Can you forget..." 
The people we've seen who shared their ~now180Je, 
The people we've met who shared their talent? 

So checl< through the listings, 
And recall to your mind 
These wonderful happenings. 
They are one of a kind. 

MAY/JUNE 1989 

- Jewish Boo~ Month celebrations with members Hava Ben Zvi, Claire Bronsen, SUzi 
Dubin, Rita Frischer, Dorothy Steiner 

-Jewish voices in the early West with guest, Harriet Rochlin 
- Yom Hashoah Remembrance w1th Holocaust survivor. Regina Ertel 
-Betsy Brown and her spectacular puppets 
- lncorporatfng art and literature for Jewish Book Month with Miriam Alperin and Suzi 

Dubin 
- Nights in those bastions of books with our members, Eric Chaim Kline and Jack Roth 
- Cook "ing" [in] books with Groce Kirschenbaum 
- A look at what's new and what's to view - audiovisual materials and how to evaluate, 

thanks to Ed Finkelstein 
- Storytelling with Hannah Kramer 
- "D.E.A.R." - Drop Everything and Read 
- Fantastic displays and bulletin boards 
- Researching current and historical topics with our specialists, Adaire Klein and Judy 

Katz 
- Learning about community resources with Carol Koransky of the Jewish Federation 
- Raising funds- How to ru it, according to specialists, Manny Forster 
- Our annual review of children's literature with Rita Frischer, acknowledged expert in 

the field and our past president 

In amition, we have enriched our community by taking part 
-As members of the Jewish Federation counc11 
- As members of the consortium of Jewish Arts 
-Storytelling at Exodus '86, Exodus '87, and Exodus '89 
-Anne Frank in the World, a commemorative exhibit with Rita Frischer as our 

representative 
-As consultants and advisors for the new Rosenkrantz Library et the West Valley-Milken 
Jewish Community Center 

-Sponsoring a genealogy seminar-workshop (Organized by Adaire Klein and Jucry Katz) 
-Working with the Bureau of Jewish Education in establishing salary schedules, 

Continuing Education units, etc. to benefit librarians and teochers 
- Supporting the Jewish Historical Association as they host their national conference 
- In various other actlvities when requested to do so 

Our knowledge has increased bec<luse of classes taught by our members, under the auspices of 
Continued on pttge 3 
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NEW OFFICER INSTALLATION SCHEDULED FOR JUNE 12TH 

Our last meeting for this year wi1J be a dinner meeting held on June 12th at 7:30 P.M. at 
StephenS. Wise Temple Library. In 001ition to installation of officers of our new Board, we wi11 
present the first Dorothy Schrrerer Award. Following the presentation, the recipients of the 
award will speak briefly. 

President"s Hessage continued 

Hebrew Union College: 
-Jewish Children's literature- Rita Frischer 
- Library Cataloging - Barbara leff 
-Library Administration and Management- Barbara leff 
- Biblicgraphy- Harvey Horowitz 

We hove published and t'ldded to our sources and resources: 
- LIBRARY LIGHT: Jan Sherman, editor; Joan Buchbinrer, assistant editor 
- Bibliographies and book reviews by members too numerous to name 
-Reader's Theater- Hava Ben-Zvi 
-Star Bright: Encyclopedia lessons for grades 4 through 8- Rhonda Rose, Chairman 
- Central cataloging Service- Rita Frischer and Rachel Glasser, Coordinators in charge 

I know there are people and events that have not been 11sted. 1 oo hope you wfll forgfve me. I 
realize that the aforementioned could not have taken place without aH of you, the efforts you 
expend, the support you give, and the spirit in which you oo it. You have my unending thanks. 

We suffered a great Joss with the death of our founder and mentor, Dorothy Schroeder. But as 
with other things. we have reaped the benefit of her foresight, her know ledge, her friendship, 
and her spirit. And that spirit wi111ive on in the Scholarship established in her memory- "The 
Dorothy SchroeOOr Scholarship for the Enhancement of Jewish L ibrarianship." 

So, my friends, as you can see, we've made our mark on history. 
Four years ago, it was only a dream, and now it's past, so fast it seems. 
The work:, the meetings, the "schlepptngs" were pleasureful, 
But it's the friendships made that'll keep my treasure full. 

Here's to the future, already upon us. 
With Suzi and her Board, it's more than a promise 
That with your help, your support. your trust. 
AJLSC will succeed as we all know it must 

Let's consider our goals, our objectives, our reasons 
To work toward those ends, so that all will be pleasin'. 

A poet I· m not, but I hope you· I I forgive me. 
To express my thoughts, the feelings within me, 
This seemed the best wcry to let you know 
Of four years I'll trasure wherever I go. 

L'Chaim and Shalom, 



AJLSC Ll BRARV Ll GHT -4- MAY/JUNE 1989 

The easiest part of betng Program Vtce President was working with Fran Shuster and her 
AJLSC Board. Suggestions for programs and help in implementing them were always 
forthcoming. Thank you all! 

The pr~ams that seemed to be most successful were of three different types: 

1) The videotaped in-service information on the D.E.A.R. pro;]ram, what we need to know 
about copyright laws, and examples of storyteJJing by Caroline Feller Bauer; 

2) guest speakers, such as Manny Forster, who spoke on fundraising and Sonia Levitln, 
who shared slides on Ethiopian Jews; 

3) the preview /review evenings where we saw a variety of videotapes and AV materials, 
and an evening w1th Rita's Hst of new books that hoo been recently published. 

As more and more videotaped in-service workshops become available, I feel the AJLSC should 
present these as programs. One program that should definitely be continued is the presentation 
of workshops for CEU credit Thanks to Adaire Klein and our new program VP, Judy Katz, the 
geneolcq{ workshop was a huge success. Future workshops on public relations, storytelling, 
preservation of documents, and book repair have been suggested. These topics seem to require a 
longer session for exploration than is readily available on meeting nights. 

The greatest problem I faced as program chairman was time, or lack of it, There was not 
enough time to present all the terrific ideas people hoo for programs in only ten general 
meetings over two years. Moreover, presenting a quality program in thirty minutes or less 
was very difficult. Possibly having our program before a business meeting or severely limiting 
discussion when we have a speaker would help. I would also like to see at least one meeting 
devoted to a sharing of ideas among our members. We have so many creative and talented people 
in our midst that we should share ideas for library lessons, recommend and critique books we 
have found, and suggest display ideas that would be useful for us all. 

All in all, the past two years have been filled with good experiences, and I, for one. am looking 
forward to what the next two years will bring. 

--susan Dubin. Outgoing Programming YP 

Dear fran, 

As you are leaving your post of President of the Association of Jewish Libraries of Southern 
California, I must say that it was a pleasure and a privilege to work: with you. 

Your competence, dedication, tact, and charm made it easy and enjoyable to work together. 

I know that we will continue to work as partners for many years to come_ 

In friendship, 

Hovo Ben-Zvi 
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INFORHATION AVAILABLE ABOUT JEWS OF LA. AND U.S.A. 

The Peter M. Kahn Jewish ())mmunity Library wilJ make available to our members the 
following items containing information primarily on the los Angeles Jewish community: 

1) BuHding the Future T~ther -a guide to Jewish Federation Council of Greater los 
Angeles. 1ts member £qmcles and affilIated organizations. 1988, 57 pages. Photographs 
by Bill Aron. 

2) Jewish Federation Council of Greater los Angeles- Report to the community- 1988. 
Allocations, regions, community highlights, affiliated agencies. Newspaper format, 16 
pages. 

3) American Jewish History with emphasis on the West. California, and los Angeles. 
Sources of Information. Compiled by Hava Ben-Zvi, 1989,4 pages. 

4) A History of Jewish Fereration Council (and events laooing up to its founding). 
A list of significant d8tes in the development of the los Angeles Jewish community, I page. 

5) American Jewish life- Dramat1c material for use In the classroom. A list 3 pages. 
Eternal Light radio scripts dealing with personalities playing key roles in the life of our 
people and our country. The scripts were pnxluced by the Jewish Theolo,Jical Seminary of 
America. Avai I able from the Jewish Community library at $1.50 each script. 

The entire pocket of the above-mentioned five items will be mailed to you upon request. 
Please enclose e check in the amount of $1.00 payable to the Jewish Community library. 

--Hava Ben-lvi 

SIIE TIESE IITESII 

COLLOQUIM ON JEWISH POLITICS- Thursday. June 1st. 2:00-5:00 P.M. - UCLA 
North Campus conference faci1ity. Room 22. For more information~ contact 
Professor Steven lipperste1n. 6265 Bunche Hall. UCLA Department of History •. 
Call {213) 825-4601. 

B.J.E. SUMMER INSTITUTE- August 23rd and 21th- Jewish Community 
Building, 6505 Wilshire Boulevard, los Angeles 

THE EARLY CHILDHOOD INSTITUTE -August 28th -Jewish Community Building 
For information, call Esther Elfenbaum, (213) 852-1231, Ext. 2208. 

AJL PLANS 25TH ANN I YERSARY YOLUHE 

Dr. Herbert C. Zafren has agreed to be the editor of a chronicle of PJL 's past, prOJress, and 
promise. The L ittauer Foundation wm help fund the volume if our members demonstrate their 
support by reserving a copy at a special pre-publication price. The Foundation will then 
subvent the difference. Your response to this offer is essential. Please reserve your volume at 
$25 for libraries and $·15 for individuals by sending your orrer to Marcia W. Posner, 19 
Brookfield Rood, New Hyde Perk, NY II 040. 
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Read-Riaud Telecanference: 
lhe Whys and Hows of Reading Aloud-

Sponsor: Los Angeles Un1f1ed SChool District and the Los Angeles Pub lie L 1brary 

On Apri I 4th, I watched a televised program on Channel 58 that malt with the importance 
and techniques of reading aloud to and with sturents, ranging in age from pre-school through 
(and including) high school. 

In essence, these were the major ideas conveyed: 

SpeaKing about young children. it was stressed that hearing is easier than reading, and 
reading aloud may, therefore, serve as an easy and enjoyable intrOOUction to literature the 
children ar·e not ready to r&rl by themselves; 

Reading aloud may provide an opportunity for sharing experiences; 

Enjoyable experiences with books help in developing positive attitudes toward reading and 
serve as a basis for all future learning; 

By reading aloud, we convey and share with our students the rhythm and power of langoo;)e, 
its patterns and idioms, grammar and beauty. 

Expressive reading increases comprehension by identifying the characters and their points 
of view, and using words in context enriches the vocabulary. Questions and discussions following 
reading aloud also tend to highlight the issues and ideas raised. 

The Los Angeles Unified School District, following the new California State guidelines, 
includes reading aloud (of literature) in the basic curriculum. 

It is r~nized toclay that reOOing aloud is learning, and that, with well selected books we 
may teach the social sciences, attitudes, reading, listening, cooperating, writing, vocabulary, 
discussion skllls, and much more.' 

Read1ng aloud is not a reward - it is an integral part of the current curriculum. 

It is occomp lished in many different werys, in eddition to reading aloud by the teacher: 

I. Two children may read to each other, gathering experience; 

2. The group may grow to four or five participants, reading aloud, working together as a 
team and preparing a presentation for their class; 

3. The group assignments may grow in length, complexlty and repth of feeling and 
comprehension. 

Reading aloud is practiced also in junior high and high school. 

Students at this age struggle with difficult concepts and subjects in their studies. Raooing 
aloud provides for needed relaxation and a release of tension. Relaxation increases 
comprehension. At this age autobiographies and biographies are very popular. 
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listening to ~tors and ~tresses performing plays is very helpful. Role playing further 
clarifies issues and character interpretation. 

Teachers were amazed to discover that chtldren's books and even p1cture books were 
welcome , appreciated, and enjoyed by high school students, on a different level of 
comprehension. 

The following titles were recommenOOd: 

1) Trelease, Jim. The Read Aloud Handbook. New York: Penguin Books, 1985. $7.95. 

2) Kfmmel, Margaret and Segal, Elizabeth. for Reading Out Loud! A Guire to Sharing Books 
With Children. New York: Dell, 1983. 

3) Kobrin, Beverly. _ttt_Openers! How To Choose and Use Chi1dren's Books AboUt Real. 
People. Places. and Things. New York: Penguin, 1988. 

4) Other resources, especially of Jewish interest are available at the Peter M. Kahn Jewish 
Community Library. 

The point stressed repeatedly was that reading aloud should be practiced on a continuous daily 
basis. It would be highly recommended to compile new lists of books on Jewish themes 
recommend:!d for reading aloud, for different &Je levels. 

For those who are interested in watching the prcgram for themselves, it is available on video 
at the Jewish Community Library, Bureau of Jewish Education, (213) 852-1234, Ext. 3202. 

-Hava Ben-Zvi 

EXCITING FULL TIME JOB AVAILABLE FOR SCHOOL LIBRARIAN 

Elementary School librarian for a Jar~ private Reform Jewish Day School in West L.A. To start 
summer 1989. Full benefits; Salary $20,000-$28,000. Prerequisites: MLS degree or 
certified library-media specialist; school experience (especially early chlldhood) and strong 
background in children's literature and in Judaica. 

Serve as library teacher and resource specialist for the secular andJudaica school 
library-media program and heavily promote retlling in a variety of innovative weys. Also: 
Media selection, classification and cataloging, bibliography preparation, and collection 
development. 

Must Jove and enjoy children and feel a strong noo:l to connect kids with books. Also must have 
excellent interpersonal sl\ i lis to work with foculty, parents, and library staff (including Day 
School library Supervisor, Audiovisual Specialist, and support staff). Library has Macintosh 
computers and will begin to automate this summer-. 

Please s-end resume or contact: Barbara Leff, MLS, Library Director, StephenS. Wisa Temple. 
15500 StephenS. Wise Drive, Los Angeles, CA 90077 (near Mulholland and Sepulveda/San 
Diego Freeway #405). Phones ( 213) 476-5561 or ( 818) 788-4778, ext. Library. 
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SUGGESTIONS FOR READING ALOUD IN THE CLASSROOH 

"The single most important activity for building the knowledge required for eventual success 
in rea:ling is reading aloud to children." 

from Becoming a Nation of Reffiers 

When you read aloud dally to your students. they catch the joy and pleasure of reading. 
Reading aloud will increase your students' vocabularies, stretch their im&Jinations, involve 
their critical thinking skills, develop their comprehension skills and, most importantly, 
motivate them to read independently. The following sugJestions wm help you in making the 
read-aloud time effective: 

* Make the read-aloud time a part of your dally schedule. 

* Fill extra minutes by reading aloud a short poem, rick1le, or magazine article. 

* Read the book or article yourself before you share it with your class. 

* Read with expression and animation. 

* Involve your students in the read-aloud time by allowing them to respond to questions in 
the text and repeat refrains. 

* Give stuoonts crayons and paper to draw a scene from the book. whlle you rea:t 

* Start off the year by reading aloud on the first day of class. 

* Be sure to read the title, the author's and illustrator's names before you read the book. 

* Don't insist on reading every word in a book. Sometimes chapters have long descriptive 
passages which you can summarize in order to get to the action faster. 

* Get extra copies of books, so students may follow along as you read. 

* Don't forget that the discussing the story is almost as important as r800ing it. and accept 
each child's point-of-view as valuable. 

Kaplan, Aryeh. The Living Torah: The Five Books of Moses. New York: Maznaim, 1981. 

The Living Torah is a translation of the Five Books of Moses that stands apart from all others 
because of its maps, charts, pictures, table of contents, index, bibliography, and notes on 
individual verses. 

Librarians will find the book to be an excellent reference tool for locating names, places, 
laws, ideas, and concepts. The table of contents lists names of weekly Torah readings, major 
subjects, chapter and verse notation, and page numbers. Extensive notes from traditional 
Jewish suurces are a real asset to the reader. 

The text, appropriate for both the novice and seasoned student of the Bible. wou Jd be excellent 
for the Havurah or an individual interested in studying the Torah. 

--Susan March 


