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Dear Friends, 

As we gather to celebrate our most joyous holiday, one of redemption and freedom, let us 
remember that m every generation the struggle for freedom is a continuous struggle, ior we 
never reach total liberty and opportunity. 

As we recall the exodus from Egypt, we are admonished to "feel as though we were redeemed 
from EgypL .. and to "tell your children the story I saying I "It is because of what the Lord did for 
me when I went free out of Egypt'" 

In our day we see an exodus from the Soviet Union, from Ethiopia, from other lands of 
oppression. This story, too, should be felt by each of us as if we, ourselves, had been redeemed 
'when I went free .. .'. For not only were our ancestors redeemed, but our brothers and sisters 
were/are being given a new lease on life. 

As inheritors of this priceless heritage of liberty, it is our obligation - no, our privilege, to 
share our knowledge, our information, ourselves. Let us pledge ourselves to help spread the jcty 
of freedom and liberty. Let us help to create an atmosphere where these ideals can prevail, 
where people can be free from oppression and ignorance, wnere opportunities are available for 
all who seek them. Then we can truly say the struggle for freedom is no more and all can say, 
"When ! went free ...... 

Shalom, 

A PREVIEW OF COMING EVENTS 

Monday, April 3rd: General Meeting- StephenS. Wi'2S Temple- Multi-interest presentation. 
Election of officers. 

Sunday. April 9th- Exodus '89 Exodus '89 Exodus '89 Exodus '89- Pierce College- Join 
Susan Dubin, Gayle Schnaid, and Margie Mautner, AJLSC's storytellers ! 

Monday I May 1st: Board Meeting 

Monday, June 5th: Dorothy Schroeder Award Presentation; Installation of Officers for 
19.39-90. Location to be announced. 

AJSLC LIBRARY LIGHT is distributed free to all AJLX members. 
EDITORS: Joan Buchbinder,    

Jan Sherman I    

Permission to reprint granted when credit is given to "Association of Jewish Libraries of 
Southern CaHforn1a ll BRARY LIGHT. 
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Tal\e time for tea at the Boardroom of the Jewish Community Building on Sunday, April 9, 
1989. You won't regret it! For included with the goodies is a lecture by Rabbi David Wolfe of 
the University of Judaism. His topic will be Jewish Ethics in Personal and Public life. Price of 
admission for the 1:30 P.M. reception is only $1.00. If you are interested, and of course you 
are, R.S.V.P. to the Library, ( 21.3) 852-1234, Ext. 3202. 

Hava Ben-Zvi 

April 9th at Pierce College, Woodland Hills, and it is story telling time again. We will be well 
represented by Susan Dubin, G-ayle Schnaid, and Margie Mautner. Our thanks to these ladies for 
their efforts on our behalf. Our organization's reputation in the field of storytelling is already 
well known. Susan, Gayle, and Margie will only enhance this image and reaffirm our place as a 
viable resource in the Jewish community. 

Come and join them. Be prepared to spend a joyous day. 

******************************************************** 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 

Please circle August 23rd and 24th- the dates set for the 
Bureau of Jewish Education Summer Institute. Suggestions 
and ideas for subjects, speakers, etc. are much appreciated. 

Please contact Hava Ben-Zvi (213) 852-1234, Ext 3202. 
Additional information w111 be shared as soon as it becomes 
available. 

********************************************************** 

The West Valley Jewish Community Center is offering a six-week class on Writing Picture 
Book Stories. Sue Alexander, author of more than twenty books for young people, w i J l be the 
instructor. The class is designed to teach the basic elements, techniques, and considerations in 
writing picture book stories for children. 

The class will be held at the Bernard t'lilken Jewish Community Campus, 22622 Vanowen 
Street, West Hills from April 13th-June 1st from 7-9 P .1''1. Cost to Center members is 
$90.00. Nonmembers will be cr1arged $135.00. Contact Seville at ( 818) 346-3003, E.xt. 
205 for further· infor·mation or for registration. 
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R PLEA FROm CEDTRAL CRTRLOGIDS SERUICE 

Dear COlleagues. 

In a few short months, Central Cataloging Service ( CCS) may become just another great idea 
that couldn't last long enough to reach its full potential. Most of our 1988 members have been 
prompt about renewing, and a nationwide AJL mailing in November I 1988 resulted in a few 
more subscriptions for January through June, 1989. Still, we are far from the minimum 
number of subscribers we need to be self-sustaining. Until recently I the gap was bridged by a 
little money left from the original grant. Now the moment of truth is upon us. 

In ease you don't realize what CCS can do for you, here are a few unsolicited comments from 
our users: 

"I think this service will be extremely useful in many ways." 
--Alta Eisenpress, Temple Israel, White Plains, NY 

"Wonderful achievement!!" 
--Dr. Marcia Posner, Fed. of Jewish Phil. NYC 

"Your service has been invaluable in helping us sort out our new Parenting section. Thank 
you! I really enjoy having such a well-presented "security blanket'." 

--Gayle Schneid, Valley Beth Shalom, Encino. CA 

"This system has proved to be extremely helpful." 
--Barbara Entin, Congregation Beth Shalom, Northbrook, IL 

''Thank you for adding the Weine Classification numbers ... ! also J ike your sample card 
format." 

--Judith Lawson, Congregation Beth Achim, Southfield, M! 

"I am pleased with your service-- it is a real time saver for me!" 
--Sara Deitch, Temple Sinai, Atlanta, GA 

"The scope of your entries was excel lent. .. 
--Ellen Murphy, Charles Smith Day School, Rockville, MD 

"It helped me immensely to catch up with my cataloging, and the index is super. Your 
efforts are truly on the right track ... 

--June Paris, Suffolk Association, Huntington Stn, NY 

"You must be mind-readers. That cumulative index was just what I'd been wishing for." 
--Joyce Salomon, Jericho Jewish Center, Jericho, NY 

"Have found the cataloging information very helpful. It me~;es it less difficult to catalog 
new acquisitions. The work moves along at a faster pace." 

--Martha Globerman, Temple Ramat Zion, Northridge, CA 

"Thanks for the bibliographies ( Pesah, Holor...aust). The special cataloging requests we 
received were very helpful too. It is my sincere hope that your service thrives. It's vital." 

--Sherri Rice, Blue Balloon Books, Leominster, MA 
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Continued on page 5 
remnrun~ rtrl'ij'IP4\wmu ~nrm~ 

PBS Television began broadcasting "Long Ago & Far Awf1'/ ,"a children's literature series, in 
January to celebrate the Year of the Young Reader. In the L.A. area, the half hour shows air each 
Saturday at 6:30P.M. James Earl Jones is the host. The stories range from The Wind in the 
Willows to Hungarian Folktales to Froo and Toad are Friends. The series was produced try WGBH, 
Boston. Check your local television listings for viewing times in your area. 

MORE CHILDREN READING! CHILDREN READING MORE 

If you wish information about: 

Reading programs sponsored by schools; 
Reading programs sponsored by businesses and organizations; 
Availability of Year of the Young Readers' materials; 
Special events: readathons, conferences, storytelling ... 

contact Hava Ben Zvi, Jewish Community Library I Bureau of Jewish Education, ( 213) 
852-1234 1 Ext,. 3202. 

CENTRAl CATAlOGING SERVICE continued 

Maybe you've already decided CCS is just what you need, but you can't get funding released for 
it until the end of the fiscal year. If that's the ca<"JB, and yoyu are guaranteed the money as of July 
1st. let us know your intention now. If we don't have your definite commitment and a broader 
support base, we probably will have to announce the cancellation of this project as of June 30, 
1989. 

During the next few months, Bella Haas Weinberg's article mentioning CCS will appear in the 
noted professional serial library and Information Science Annual. During the recent Harvard 
Conference on Judaica L ibrarianship, CCS was also singled out as being an important 
professional step forward for smaller Judaica collections and wi 11 be so noted in Harvard's 
Proceedings. Judaica Librariaoshjp also featured a long article on ccs·s beginnings and its 
potential. 

Surely it will be embarrassing and sad, if, after the professional library world has 
acknowledged the value of CCS, this non-profit project should fail. The implication would be 
that professionalism in Jewish libraries is not deemed worthy of support by the .Jewish 
institutions they serve. It is already difficult to attract librarians to specialize in Judaica. A 
mes<',_,age like this won't help. 

A retrospective Jonuory-June subscription is $90.00. If we ore to continue, we hope to hold 
that cost for July-December. Send in your January-June subscription today and/or let us know 
you definitely plan to be a CCS member I starting in July. 

Please don't delay. Help us continue to help you and your colleagues. 

--Rita Frischer 
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The Jerusalem 1990 International Judaica Librarians· Conference will be held July 3-6, 
1990. It is the first of its kind. Plan ahead. A tentative schedule of events has been issued, and 
if you have any special interest that you would like to see addressed, please let me know. Input. 
from all interested parties is essential to create the best possible program for this very special 
convention. 

--Fran 

HOLD THESE DATES!!! 

Aay 7th FOCAL honors illustrator, leo Politi at a Gt:~rden Party-   

 . 

Af!l13th : Year of the Young Readers Authors & Illustrators Day. Meet 26 Southern 
california children's book writers, including Sue Alexander, Ruth Bornstein, 
Myra COhn livingston, Ruth Radlauer, and many, many more. Volunteers are 
needed! Contact: Erica Silverman, (213) 223-4810. 12:30 P.i1. 
Clairbourne School, 8400 Huntington Drive. San Gabriel, CA. Call Candace 
Lynch ( 818) 286-3108. 

f\fli 16th: First day of the 97th Annual Conference of the American Jewish Historical 
Society. For more information about the five day conference, contact the 
Southern California Jewish Historical Society. Call ( 213) 653-7740. 

LIBRARIANS WILL BE PARTICULARLY INTERESTED IN THE FOLLOWING 
WORKSHOPS: 

May 19th- I 0 A.M. - Noon- Holocaust Sources for the Family 
Historian (Adaire Klein will be one of the featured speakers) 

May 22nd- 9:30A.M. -The Uses of History: Tools for 
Stimulating Involvement in Congregational Life and Education 
(This Is "a resource fair for rabbis, educators, administrators, 
lay leaders, and others presented in cooperation with various 
professional groups, includingAJLSC!) 

Vour help is needed to: 
Clean and inventory 700,000 water-damaged books 
Shelve over 1.8 million books 

Volunteer for dey end evening shifts Monday through Saturday. For 
information call (213) 612-3261. 
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BOOK REVIEW 

Steinsaltz, Adin. Biblical Images: Men and Women of the Book. New York: Basic Books, 1984. 
230 pages; index. 

The characters of the Bible (Tanach) are well known to most people. We begin learning about 
them in nursery school. The question then is, what is the level of knowledge that the individual 
has about these biblical personalities? It can be assumed that since most Jews end tr1eir Jewish 
education around the age of 12-13, this knowledge is probably rudimentary. This is indeed 
unfortunate as biblical personalities have so much to offer. 

Ad in Steinsaltz has written a book that can open the door to better understanding biblical 
characters. He has collected 25 of the most well known men and women of the Tanach and 
written a biography of each one. These biographies are not all inclusive but rather illuminate a 
particular characteristic of the individual. Steinsaltz brings the reader closer to the biblical 
hero. His writing is insightful and thought provoking, often challenging the reader to reevaluate 
what s/he has always thought about a particular character. 

Bib 1 ical Images: Men and Women of the Book is a text that can be enjoyed by the seasoned Bible 
student as well as the novice. It is a wonderful aid to the stucty of Torah and can be referred to 
time and time again. 

--Susan March 

PONDERING SElECTION PRIORITIES FOR YOUNG ADULT BOOKS 

Selecting books for teenagers is NOT the same as selecting books for children. For one thing, 
the added maturity and intellectual development allow many teenagers to read with a deeper 
understanding of ethical ambiguities. 

In selecting books, we all recognize the ideal: well-written, readable, touching and 
thought-provoking stories about interesting Jewish characters; plots that move along at a good 
clip; characters that show development and growth; realistic, satisfying resolutions; and strong, 
life-affirming Jewish values. In practice, thought, most books we select are compromises. 

How would you rank the following compromise statements that typically describe books under 
consideration for library collections: 

_ Breezy, readable style dealing with adolescent problems, though characters may be Jewish in 
name only. 

_ Strong Jewish characterization in ttle older generation, while the adolescents in the story are 
assimilated. 

_ A story that presents a warm, loving ethical ,Jewish family, but never shows them going to the 
synagogue or enjoying religious rituals. 

_ A story depicting a sensitively religious family; that is, they have Biblical names, celebrate 
holidays and attend religious services, but they're not Shomer Shabbat, and they eat forbidden 
fOOds. 

_ A story that presents a lively and loveable Jewish family who perform all the rituals. but 
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who display intolerance for non-Jews or blacks, or even for Jews they perceive as less 
authentic than themselves. 

_ Traditional Jewish values presented in a writing style that has no zip. 

_Traditional Jewish values expressed by detestable or ludicrous characters that a teenager 
would not be likely to identify with. 

_ A story that presents a strong Jewish ethical message, but tells teenagers they are free to 
make their own moral choices. 

_ A story in which a teenager commits a vividly-described immoral act, but is ultimately 
punished; i.e .• a clear "Jewish message" of QOJd and evil. 

_ A story that portrays details of 1 ife in Israel, or encourages mal:. ing a! iyah but is critical of 
Israel's Arab policies. 

_ A story set in the Old World with language that contemporary young readers might have 
trouble digesting. 

_ Ethn1c Y1cld1sh flavor 1n a book set 1n contemporary suburbia. 

CAN YOU ADD THIS BOOK TO YOUR COLLECTION? 

PEOPLE liKE US by Barbara Cohen 

Dinah Adler, a sophomore, has her first experience with dating. and he's a gorgeous, 
sensitive, kind, gentle, smart football player. It's too perfect to be true ... except for one little 
thing. He's not Jewish. Dinah's mother and Gram and Gramps are adamantly opposed to her going 
out with a gentile boy, and in this scene (page 78), she confronts them: 

"You're a hypocrite, Mother," I cried. I turned to my grandparents. "And you too. You're 
hypocrites. You work for the American Civil Liberties Union. You write letters to the editor 
about the dangers of prejudice and intolerance. 'Pic!< your friends because you share interests, 
because they're good people, not because of their race, color or creed." That's what you always 
told me. Well, it was nonsense, wasn't it? You never believed it. Not for a minute. What you 
meant is, "You can have any friends you want-- so long as they're people like us."' 

Dinah and Geoff break uo. and their reconciliation hinges on a matter of principle: Will 
Dinah's mother go back on her word and invite Geoff to the family bar mitzvah? In the end, she 
compromises and invites him, and this is how the story ends at the bar mitzvah reception: 

His lips were next to my ear. "This is nice," he whispered. "This is just so nice." 
"Yes," I replied. "So nice. The 11icest thing." 
Choices. Living was choosing. Over and over again, each day, each hour. 
For the moment, I'd made my choice. 
Just for the moment. 

--lois Ruby. June 1988 

NOTE: Elaine Konforti, editor of a new magaz1ne, "To Life," has asked that those who took fliers 
about the magazine at the last meeting please post them so that others may hear and know about 
•• !c. 




