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PRESIDENT'S CORNER 

Dear F r lends: 

What do Golda Meir, Emma lazarus and Beverly Sills have In common? During the month 
of March, Women's History Month, they are honored in our minds and memories as outstanding 
women in their fields. W'rry do they make me think of Passover, the season of freedom? Because 
they have worked to free the body, the spirit, the soul. 

The lives of these women have been told and retold. Their successes give all of us reason to 
pursue our dreams, and in turn, help others to pursue theirs. 

Golda Meir was the American woman who went on to lead a small nation, our nation, to 
greatness. Who cannot relate to the fervor and courage she demonstrated in her fight to free a 
nation? Who does not know her story? The nation she helped develop and the vibrant people of 
that land stand as a monument to her memory. 

Emma Lazarus- How many have felt her compassion when we heard, "Give me your tired, 
your poor ... "? The bodies and souls of many were freed as they entered a foreign land, our 
America, to make it their home. When they flrst S(ffl Lady Liberty with her light, llluminating 
the darkness and heard those words welcoming them, the multitudes arriving on these shores 
knew they had the freedom to pursue a life and realize a dream. 

Beverly S1lls has brought music into the lives of millions all over the world. She has sent 
spirits soaring w1th her glorious voice. Since the age of three, when she first performed on 
radio, until this very day, we have the privflege of 11stening to one of the outstanding operatic 
virtuosos. From her operatic debut in 1953 with the San Francisco Opera, until her retirement 
as a performer with the New York Opera Company in 1979, she sang the heroine's roles in more 
than flfty operas. In that year she assumed the position as General Director of the company and 
has continued with guest appearances both for her own company and for others. Her 
ph11anthropic activities are just as well known. 

April is the month In which National Library Week is celebrated. In this, the year of the 
reader, let us read and relate the stories of these women. They, by their exemplary lives, have 
given us an example to follow. to help lift the splr1ts and the souls of others who have come to 
our libraries to nourish their minds. These three women have touched the lives of many, and so 
too, can we. 

Shalom; 

************************************************************** 

AJLSC ll BRARY LIGHT is distributed free to AJLSC members. TYPED COPY should be 
subm ltted to Jan Sherman. Deadline for the next issue ls Frldav. May 8. 198 7. 

EDITORS: Joan Buchbinder,  
Jan Sherman,  

Permission to reprint granted when credit is given to "Association of Jewish libraries of 
Southern california LIBRARY LIGHT." 



AJLSC L I BRARV LIGHT -3 - MAR./ APR. 1 967 

PREVIEW Of APRIL AJLSC MEETING 

Our April General Meeting will be held at StephenS. Wise Temple Library, where, by 
oopular demand, the Temple Audio-Visual Specialist, Ed Finkelstein, will present a 
workshop-demonstration on the use and evaluation of non-print media in Judaic studies. Ed 
will speak to us bnefly on the various kinds of media available and the subject areas they cover, 
after which we will break into small groups to preview and evaluate materials. In the areas of 
Holidays, Bible Study, History, and Values, we will have an opportunity to see and hear 
videotapes, slldes, filmstrips, and sound recordmgs, both tape and disc. Although the emonas1s 
will be on elementary and middle school use, there will also be some material designed for 
&jults. Ed will provide us with information on the acquisition of non-print media and offer us 
lots of sources for tr1ese materials. 

8e sure to be with us for this special presentation. This is an unusual opportun1ty to 
preview excellent non-book library materials for future acquisition and to have the benefit of 
Ed's expertise in this field. See you all there! 

--Phyllis Zasloff 

********************************* 
SAVE THESE DATES 

MARCH 27TH - PAGES TO PROVIDE PROGRAM ON NON FICTION WRITING 

WHEN: 3:30- 5:00P.M. 
WHERE: Pages Books for Chlldren & Young Adults, 18399 Ventura 

Blvd., Tarzana (818) 342-6657 
WHAT: Young peDple, ages 9 and up, should be encouraged to attend a writers' workshOp 

at which authors. tvlalka Drucker and Nancy Smller Levinson will discuss 
selecting topics. researching, organizing, writing, and striking a balance 
between making material llvely and r~emainlng faithful to the subJect matter. 
The guest speakers wm draw on their own experiences in creating the 
manuscripts for Drucker's ELIEZER BEN-YEHUDAH; THE FATHER OF f'10DERN 
HEBREW and Levinson's I LIFT MY LAMP; EMMA LAZARUS AND THE STA.TUE OF 
Ll BERTY. These boo~s from Dutton's Jewish 81ograptw Series wi 11 be ava11ab le 
ror autographs before and after the program. 

APRil 5TH- EXODUS '87 EXODUS '87 EXODUS'87 EXODUS'87 

Sunday, April 5th. Pierce College in Woodland Hills will be the place to see and be seen. This 
is where all the action will be- Exodus '87, a celebration of our Jewish Community. Along with 
fun, there wlll be entertainment of all k lnds, p Jus booths to inform the pub l lc of activitles 
within our community. There wlll be ample time to meander around, chat w1th long lost r·rlends, 
observe the many disp lavs. and eat, eat, eat. (What's a Jewish affair without food?) 

And best of all, there will be storytelling. AJLSC has, once again, been asked to participate. 
Come, see, and listen to our own Clare Bronsen, Susan Dubin, Nettle Frischman, Mindy 
Llbermen, Barr~v Shemarla, and Phvllls Zasloff r~elate. as only thev can, stories old and new, 
familiar and not-so-tamiliar. Be prepared for a fun-filled afternoon. You can't afford to miss 

--Fran Shuster 

Continued on page 5 
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(A Memorial Service was held for Dorothy Schroeder, a past president of AJLSC and former 
Librarian of Wilshire Boulevard Temple, at WBT in Los Angeles on February 1, 1987. The 
following eulogy was delivered by Barbara Leff as a representative of the Association of Jewish 
Libraries of Southern California.) 

I'd like to speak about Dorothy Schroeder--the Librarian, whom I've known for almost twenty 
years. 

Dorothy was as far removed from the stereotyp1cal librarian as one could be. She sm1led a 
lot; she dressed beautifully; she was assertive in a quiet w~ and she even encouraged people to 
talk out loud in her library! 

Dorothy was more than a wonderful librarian at Wilshire Boulevard Temple. She reached out 
into the community- and changed it s.o significantly that Los Angeles will be forever in her 1jebt. 
She was known as the Dean of Jewish Llbrarians in Southern Gallfornla, and we, her colleagues, 
are so very proud of her. 

I'd like to share with you some of Dorothy's accomplishments: 

1. In her early years, she established an elementary school library which became a model 
library for the Los Angeles Unified School District. 

2. More than 25 years ago, she organized our local professional organization, the Association of 
Jewish Libraries of Southern California, and served as its first president. Until two months 
ago, she attended meetings regularly (even while ill) and shepped nachas knowing we were the 
largest, the best, and the most active regional group in the country. 

3. She established a Judaica llbrarianship course of study, which Hebrew Union College still 
sponsors. This is the only long-term continuing course of study of its kind in the nation, and her 
students were responsible for the development of most of the synagogue libraries in this area. 

4. She made a shidduch between Hebrew Union College and the Los Angeles Bureau of Jewish 
Education, and with a lot of noodgina. professional know-how and Association support, two things 
happened: The BJE began to grant certification to qualified Librarian-Teachers, and librarians 
joined administrators and teachers in the BJE Code of Personnel Practices. Again, this was a 
''first" in the United States and has become a model for other communitles. 

5. She inspired us to work together and to share- on the local and national scenes. Several of us 
have joined Dorothy in holding Executive Board positlons in the Association of Jewish Libraries 
and have made significant contributions to our profession on the national level. 

6. Long before computerization. Dorothy talked about central cataloging- to eliminate 
duplication of effort. Last year, one of her former students, originally inspired by Dorothy, set 
up a central cataloging pilot program, which has the potential to network with small Jewish 
libraries everywhere. 

Dorothy was a dedicated librarian with vision and with a mission. She believed that promot1ng 
the use of Jewish books was one of the highest priorities within a synagogue or school. She loved 
matching the rignt bOol< with the right child and reaching people who did know that they needed 
help. She believed in involving people wherever possible and her teaching methods included 
sharing and problem solving, resulting in a unique camaraderie among her students. She was a 
oositlve thinker: when we became discouraged because our svnagogues would not suooort our 
Continued on page 5 
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DOROTHY SCHROEDER continued 

library program with adequate time, money, or recognition, she kept up our spirits while 
helping us develop strategy. She was always available to anyone 1n the commun1ty at any time. 
as her family well knows. Dorothy carried out her mission with love, honesty and dignity. She 
provided information along with inspiration, and she accepted the many accolades with modesty. 
She conducted her prot"essional me in the same manner as her personal me- as a mensch. 

On a personal note, as you have undoubtedly guessed, Dorothy Schroeder was my mentor- and 
I was but one of many. She turned my life around. She gave me self-confidence, encouraged me 
to get my master's degree, and instilled in me a commitment to Judaica librarianship beyond my 
own library. I am a different and better person today because of her. 

Dorothy has been recognized and honored often in the Jewish community for her professional 
accomplishments, and today, we'd like to add one more- a posthumous honor that we know would 
please her. I am proud to announce that the Association of Jewish Libraries of Southern 
California is establishing the Dorothy Schroeder Memorial Fund for the Enhancement of Juda1ca 
Librarianship. Its purpose w111 be to promote those ideals that exemplified Dorothy Schroeder. 
Among our goals will be to provide awards and incentives to those who excel or make significant 
contributions to our Jewish Llbraries, and to make available funds for interest-free loans or 
for financial assistance for Judaica librarianship courses and special programs. The project 
will be administered by my library at StephenS. Wise Temple.* 

In conclusion- Dorothy's memory is alive and well- and will continue to raise professional 
standards in our commumty. Her life had great meaning as defined by Albert Einstein ... 

"The life of the individual has meaning only insofar as it aids in meking the life of every living 
thing nobler and more beautiful. Life is sacred- that is to wr, it is the supreme value, to 
which all other values are subordinate. The hallowing of the individual life brings in its 
train a reverence for everything spiritual - a particularly characteristic feature of the 

Jewish tradition." 

We loved Dorothy, and we wi 11 miss her - and we wi 11 carry on. Thank you. 

*We welcome your participation in this project. Feel free to contribute at any time. Please 
make checks payable to AJLSC-Dorothy Schroeder Fund, and send to Stepllen S. Wise Temple 
Library, 15500 StephenS. Wise Drive, Los Angeles, CA 90077- ( 213) 476-8561; ( 818) 
788-4778. We'll be happy to send acknowledgements to the Schroeder family or to anyone you 
designate. 

********************** 

SAVE THESE DATES continued 

NATIONAL CONVENTION will be held in Livingston, New Jersey from June 20-23, 1987. Try to 
get funding now for an exclting and enlightening experience. Among the highlights will be the 
annual awards dinner at which Nancy Pitt, author of BEYOND THE HIGH WHITE WALL I and 
Marilyn Hirsh I autnor I and Dev1s Greou, lllustrator of JOSEPH WHO LOVED THE SABBATH will 
be honored as the 1987 recipients of the Sydney Taylor Book Awards for the best Jewish 
children's books of 1986. (For a free Jist of the books considered for the award, "Jewish 
Children's Books Too Good to Miss--1986", send a self-addressed stamped envelope to Ms. 
Pamela Braverman, Director of Publicity-- AJL, 336 i Winchell, Shaker Heights. OH 44122.) 
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A SHORT HISTORY Of JEWISH BOOK PUBliSHING 

( On December 1 , 1986, Jack Roth spoke to the members of AJLSC about the history of 
Jewish Book Publishing. Those unfortunate enough to miss his speech will now have an 
opportunity to see it in print 

Book pub I ishlng in America as a craft and an industry began wlth the birth of the printing 
press. That was 1445. 

The first printed works of a Jewish book was Rashi's Commentary on the Pentateuch and Jacob 
Ben Asher's codification of the Shulchan Aruch in 1475. In 1480 the first Hebrew Tanach 
appeared in Spain. Four years later an ed1tion of the Tanach was published with a short 
commentary by the most illustrious press of Europe- Soncino Press, then in Italy. 

Since the guilds and the trades were not open to the Jews of the 15th and 16th centuries, 
printing Jewish books was a slow process. Jews were dependent upon the Gentile to set his type, 
cut his paper or vellum, and bind his book. Slowly but surely nevertheless, they bu1lt a string 
of presses in their wake. Hebrew books were being produced in Constantinople, Padua, Mantua, 
Prague, Cracow, Lublin, Amsterdam, and other great commercial centers of that period. The 
first editions of Siddurim, Haggadot, Codes, and Response still extant can be found today in the 
collections of the world's greatest libraries bearing the names of those presses. 

The first edition of the Mikraot Gedolot- the Rabbinic Bible (which contains some thirty plus 
superb commentaries) was published in a classic format in four volumes by the Christian 
printer Daniel Bamberg in Vemce in the year 1517-1 518. 

There is no doubt that Hebrew printing on the Continent was a definite influence on the 
American scene. While Coloniai America was generaliy inhospitable to the few Jews who sought 
asylum in this new land at that time, Hebrew religious writings and ethical concepts had a 
powerful appeal on the New Englanders. It added resolve to the Protestant Ethic and created an 
intense desire to study the old Testament in the original and holy tongue. Admiration for Hebrew 
writings continued to manifest itself with American printings of Josephus and Philo in the early 
1700's. 

1 n Europe again in 1831 in the city of Vilna (often referred to as the Jerusalem of Lithuania), 
the publishing of the first and famous edition of the Talmud, known simply as the Vilna "Shas" 
( Shas being the Hebrew acronym for J:l ')~o ~{I'~ -six sections that comprise the 
Talmud) was printed by the widow and brothers Romm. The family Romm was among the first 
Jewish printers of Europe. When one of the brothers died, as a gesture of piety, the remaining 
brothers welcomed the widow with equal billing. lt was at that time that the entire Babylonian 
Talmud was completed. The edition was so superb that it became the standard edit JOn of the 
Talmud for all future generations. Every set of Talmud from that day on was patterned along the 
layout and design of this Vilna edition. To this very day when one refers to a deluxe Shas, they 
simply say they want a Vilna-Shas. 

The Romm Publishing House continued to publish other classic editions of Jewish 1 iterature -
a Mikraot Gedoloth, Machyorim, Mishnayoth, and one of the first editions of the Mishnah Torah 
(Code of Maimonides). The press was productive for more than one hundred years. A native of 
Vilna who survived the Second World War told me that in 1941 when the Nazi army marchea 
into Vilna, they immediately seized the Romm printing plant and carted off all the typeface to an 
ammunitions factory to convert the metal to arms. A blood-curdling story indeed. But as the 
Phoenix renewed from its ashes, so the pages of the Vilna Talmud arose and reappeared again in 
our own day in newer editions and greater numbers. 

Continued on page 7 
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A SHORT HISTORY continued 

Most of the previously mentioned publications are known as "SIFREI KODESH"- Holy Books
books pertaining to Torah literature. Judalca as we refer to It today - books of Jewish Interest 
in the English language did not begin to surface until late 1700. 

There is not much information as to what was published in those early years, but Charles 
Madison, in his book entitled JEWISH PUBLISHING IN AMERICA, states that the first Jewish 
book publisher was a Benjamin Gomez of New York who started publishing in 1792. 8 loch 
Publishing Co. was founded in Cincinnati in 1854, moved to Chicago shortly thereafter, and in 
190 1 , moved to New York. 

Hebrew Publishing Company claimed in 1901 to be the largest and oldest Hebrew book 
establishment in America. In 1907, the first Yiddish-English Dictionary by Alexander Harkavy 
was published by them. Also to their credit was the publishing of a beautiful translation of the 
TANACH into Yiddish by the distinguished Yiddish poet, Yehoash. 

In 1921 Louis Behrman, father of the present owner, founded Behrman House, Inc. From its 
very inception this firm specialized in the production of textbooks for the Hebrew school. 

The Jewish Publication Society, founded in 1845 unsuccessfully, then again reestablished in 
1871 and finally in 1890, issued its first book, LADY MAGNES'S OUTLINES OF JEWISH 
HISTORY. This august society produced the famed 1917 translation of the Holy Scriptures, 
which is still in use today. 

Phillip Feldheim came to New York from Austria in 1939 and opened a small bookstore on 
New York's lower Eastside. Being an observant orthodox Jew, he begaii to reprint some of the 
Torah literature that had been destroyed in Eastern Europe. Eventually he translated into 
English these and all the works of Samson Raphael Hirsch. Today Phillip Feldheim is the largest 
and most productive Jewish publisher of both adult and juvenile orthodox literature in the 
English language. 

Other important Jewish publishers whose imprints have contributed vastly to the world of 
Jewish bibliography are KTAV Publishers and Shilo which were both established in 1922. The 
publications department of UAHC and the publications department of the United Synagogues of 
America also began to publish in the' twenties. Jonathan David Company arrived on the scene in 
the late forties. Another publisher who deserves to be singled out is Schocken Books. Its 
founder, Zalman Schock en, was a scion of a successful busmess family - owners of department 
stores in Germany. He, himself, had a strong intellectual disposition and was proud to have been 
the first to publish Kafka, Warfel, Buber, Rosenzweig, and the Nobel Prize winner, S. Y. Agnon. 
In 1939 he was forced to flee Hitler and took Schocken Books to Jerusalem and London. He 
helped his son Gershom establish the American branch in New York. And to this day the company 
remains among the most esteemed publishers in America with the largest list of Jewish-interest 
paperbacks. 

Parallel to the growth and development of the Jewish book trade in this country was the 
general book publishing trade. From the end of the 1800s to the very beginning of the 1900s 
publishing suddenly became the American gentleman's profession. Names such as Knopf, 
Liverlght, Doubleday, Simon, Schuster, and Macmillan were beginning to capitalize on the 
written word. Publishing in America was on its way to a giant industry - an industry which in 
the year 1986 grossed more than eleven billion dollars. 

The phenomenology of Jewish history struck again. These enterprising publishers found it 
elther profitable or challenging to give English language treatment to the Jewish theme. Harper 
Cont1nued on page 8 
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A SHORT HISTORY continued 

and Brothers published THE RISE OF DAVID LEVINSKY in 1917 and THE ISLAND WITHIN by 
LudWig Lewtsohn 1n 1928. lncred1ble as 1t may seem, the best seller of 1912 was Mary Ant1n's 
autobiography, THE PROMISED LAND, which incidentally is still in print today. And another 
book dealing with visions of freedom and the immigrant generation was HUNGRY HEARTS by 
Anyia Yeyierske, published in 1920. Boni and Liveright Inc. published HAUNCH PAUNCH AND 
JOWL by Samuel Ornitz in 1923. THE OLD BUNCH by Meyer Levin was published in 1937 by 
Simon and Schuster. Michael Gold's classic, JEWS WITHOUT MONEY came out in 1930 by 
L iveright Publishing Co. Jn 1941, Random House brought out Budd Schul berg's WHAT MAKES 
SAMMY RUN. 

Jewish-interest literature had now taken off. The 30 s produced Jess but very important 
titles. It broke the ice and paved the way for Jewish writers and Jewish college graduates to find 
employment and be accepted in a Gentile world. 

World War II and its anermath produced the two greatest events in 20th century Jewish 
history- the destruction of European Jewry and the creation of a Jewish state. Now there was 
lots to write about. The American publisher was fascinated with a people that had the wits and 
stamina to perpetuate against all odds. They were all going to write about lt. The large houses 
and now smaller houses were beginning to appear. In 1946, Thomas Yoseloff, a young new 
publisher of secular interest, began to concentrate on books of Jewish content. His first titles 
included books by Vladimir Jabotlnsky, Abba Eban, Dubnov's monumental history of the Jews ln 
five volumes and Eliezer Ben Yehuda's exhaustive DICTIONARY AND THESAURUS OF THE HEBREW 
LANGUAGE, as well as Meyer Waxman's invaluable HISTORY OF JEWISH LITERATURE in six 
volumes. To this day, all of these works remain essential and unsurpassed. 

The fifties and sixties witnessed even more growth. A multitude of new publishers began to 
flourish- Harry Abrams, Basic Books, Atheneum, Farrar, Holiday House, plus a host of others. 
Even the Waspiest of all, Llttle, Brown & Co. on Beacon Street in Boston, deigned to publish the 
illustrious Ben-Shahn HAGGADAH in 1957. 

Despite all this creative progress, a glaring absence still remained in the world of Jewlsh 
children's literature. Though the Jewish Publication Society, Behrman House, and Bloch 
Publishing Company were publishing the marvelous works of Sadie Rose Weilerstein, Ben 
Aronin, and Shulamith lsh-Kishor, the general trade had not yet made any inroads into Jewish 
juvenile literature. 

Beginning, however, wtth the 70s and continuing into the 80s, we have witnessed the 
proliferation of both juvenile and even more adult literature in the literary marketplace. Being 
Jewish was now definitely in vogue. Names like Marilyn Hirsch, David Adler, Barbara Cohen, 
Molly Cohn, Uri Shulevitz, I. B. Singer, and our own MaJka Drucker were now added to the 
distinguished roster of authors commissioned by the great publishing houses of the 20th century 
to enrich and stimulate the minds of children like never before. There is not a publisher today, 
be it major or minor, whose list does not contain Jewish titles in both adult and children's 
1 i terature. 

I have in this short paper traced over five hundred years of the history of the Jewish book. 
The love and reverence for study and teaching was beyond doubt the propelling force in creating a 
people dedlcated to the written word. Despite the adversity of times and the ruthlessness of our 
enemies, we have never lost our sensitivity to the significance of knowledge, 

The 1mage of the Patriarchal Jew with a book under his arm, I would s&y, is a colophon of 
distinction ana is as applicable in our modern day as it was in the ghettos and shtetls of 
Continued on page 9 
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A SHORT HISTORY cont1nued 

yesterday. You and I, I am pleased to~, are not only the recipients of this great tradition but 
are the conveyors of it as well. You and I have been blessed to have been born to the People of the 
Book and because of our professions and ~xpert1se are not only YODEl SEFER- versed in the 
book, but OHAVEI SEFER - lovers of the book, as well. · 

******************************** 

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENTS 

STAR BRIGHT: A set of encyclopedia lessons, geared to 4th-8th grade Judaic students, is now 
available through AJLSC. The workbook, consisting ofTeacher Directions, Student Lessons, end 
an Answer Key, may be obtained for $10.00. Checks, made payable to AJLSC, should be sent to 
Jan Sherman, Treasurer, . 

LIBRARY INTERNSHIPS SOUGHT: The Library Technician Certificate Program at Cal State 
L.A. requires students to spend forty hours in a library internship that is a guided, 
individualized experience. If your library in interested in hosting an intern, please contact the 
program coordinator, Marilyn W. Greenberg, Division of Curriculum and Instruction, · 
California State University, Los Angeles, 5151 State University Drive, Los Angeles, CA 90032, 
213-224-3765. 

AJLSC CONSTITUTION AND BYlAWS: At the February 2, 1987 meeting, the AJLSC 
Constitution end Bylaws were amended to reflect AJLSC practice, as follows: 

ARTICLE VII-- MEETINGS 

Section 1. A general meeting shall be held each PNery other month, from September 
through May, rotating locations at the invitation of participating libraries. The schedule 
may be changed at the discretion of the Boord, when necessary. 

sectlon 2. The Board shall meet once each ~ery other month from September through May. 
Special Board meetings may be called by the President or Board. The Schedule may be 
changed at the discretion of the President and Boord, when necessary. 

FUTURE MEETINGS: 
General Meetino on April 27th at StephenS. Wise Temple, 15500 StephenS. Wise Drive, 

LA 
Board Meeting on May 11, 1987 at home of Phyllis Zasloff,  

 
General Meeting on June 8, 198 7 at Peter M. Kahn Jewish Community Library, 6505 

Wllshire Boulevard, L.A. 

NEW MEMBERS: Please add the following names to your AJLSC roster: 
Elise Orboch,  

L ibrar1en, Sinai Akiba Academy 
Susan March,  

Library Administrator & Judaica Speciallst, StephenS. Wise Temple Library 
Eliezer Chemmou,  

Middle East Catalcger, University Research L 1brary, UCLA 
Judith Katz,  

Judaica Librarian, StephenS. Wise Temple Library 
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NEW BOARD NOMINEES 
Following are the proposed new board members nominated by our AJLSC nominating 

committee, chaired by Rita C. Frischer: 

PRESIDENT 
1ST V.P, (PROGRAM) 
2ND V.P. (MEMBERSHIP) 

3RD V.P. (HOSPITALITY) 
4TH V.P. (PUBLICITY) 
RECORDING SECRETARY 
CORRESPONDING SEC. 
TREASURER 
BJE LIAISON 

FRAN SHUSTER, Librarian, Maarev Temple & Calabasas High School 
SUSAN DUBIN, Librarian, VBS Day School 
RACHEL GLASSER, Librarian, Sephardic Temple T1fereth Israel 

Levy Library 
MARTHA GLOBERMAN, Librarian, Temple Ramat Zion 
ERIC CHAIM KLJNE, Bookseller 
KAREN FISKE I Librarian, Akiba Academy 
JUDY KATZ, Ubrarian, StephenS. Wise Temple 
DOROTHY STEINER, Librarian, Temp1eAkiba 
HAVA BEN-ZVI I Head librarian, Peter M. Kahn Jewish Community 

Library 

Many thanks to Nominating Committee members, Karen Fiske, Rachel Glasser, Adaire Klein, 
and Dorothy Steiner. If you have additional nominations, please submit them to Rita Frischer 
before April 14th. Also, the following appointed positions will be filled following elections. 
Please let us know if you are interested in being considered for one of these jobs- Member at 
Large, "library light" Editor and Co-Edltor. 

READERS THEATRE 
By Hava Ben-Zvi 

(In our last edition of LIBRARY LIGHT, we printed half of the article which appeared in the 
October, 1986 issue of THE PEDAGOGIC REPORTER. Here is the rest!) 

It is desirable to include the greatest number of students. Choral reading, if applicable, may 
include the entire class in the performance. 

What can be used in Readers Theatre? Playlets, short stories, picture books, letters, key 
parts of novels, diaries, poems, folk.tales, etc. One of the playlets we presented was "The 
Verdict" from WORLD OVER MAGAZINE. The landlord goes to court asking for the removal of a 
Sukkah, built by a tenant in the yard. The judge's verdict is to remove the Sukkah- in eight 
days! Another playlet was "The Judgment Between the Widow and the Wind,: a Peretz story 
retold in 10 I JEWISH STORIES, ed1ted by Simon Cartner. 

The material selected should be worth reading and should include dialogue, conflict, humor, 
and tension. To utilize humor I letters, diaries, etc., the performance may consist of a series of 
anecdotes or other reading unified by a common theme. A Readers Theatre performance is ideal 
for an assembly program, a celebration at the end of a study un1t or any other occasion. 

In interpretative Readers Theatre, students read prepared scripts. Readers Theatre, 
however, is also hospitable to creative ideas. Students may write their own scripts on the basis 
of a story or other information. There is total freedom of interpretation: a character may be 
portrayed differently by different students. Animals may enter the scene and speak for 
themselves. The materials used may be based on the present or the past, permitting great 
flexibility of use and adaptability to different age levels and curricula. 

In evaluating the performance, the following questions could be kept in mfnd: 
* Was the story worth telling? 
* Was it enjoyable to both students, teacher and audience? 
* Did the part1c1pants convey the 1deas effectively? 

Continued on page t 4 



AJLSC LIBRARY LIGHT - 11 -
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BY MURIEL MOSTER~ VOLUNTEER 

SINAl TEMPLE LIBRARY 

Araten, Rachel Sarna. Michal ina: Daughter of Israel. Jerusalem: Am Yisrael Chai Press, 1986. 
151 pp. $ 12. 95. 

Enemies of the Jews have perpetrated a 11 manner of evil and harm on our people, but there, is 
11ttle cruelty to compare to the deliberate act of stealing a child from its parents. While we have 
not read much in recent years of the kidnapping and proselytizing of Jewish children and young 
people by the Catholic Church in past centuries, this book tells the true story of Michal ina, 
daughter of a close, loving Chassidic family in Poland, who in 1899 at the age of 13 1 /2 was 
taken by a Catholic maid and turned over to the Church. 

Her tormented parents tried everything possible to obtain her release, but the power and 
influence of the Church was mightier than any civil authority. While there was a brief meeting 
yvith her long-suffering father when she was already married and a mother herself, memory of 
her earlier life, home, and family had been so successfully obliterated by the nuns that she no 
longer felt any allegiance or affection for them. Thus had the Church Orders thoroughly 
indoctrinated her into its rituals and beliefs. 

It was not until she was an elderly woman in her seventies that a brother from Israel, by a 
strange coincidence, made contact with her. Subsequent meetings with him and other surviving 
members of her family whom she visited in Israel are sensitively depicted. Remember this was 
a woman who had no recollection whatsoever of her childhood, except for the brief meeting with 
her father more than fifty years earlier. She loved Poland, which had wreaked such havoc on the 
Jewish people during World War II ;'she was devoutly Catholic, and her children and 
grandchildren in Poland had had no inkling of her Jewish roots. How she reacted to her Israeli 
famiiy, to the faith and traditions of Israel, to the heartbreaking wrong that r1ad been 
perpetrated on her, and what her ultimate decision was - to spend her remaining years in Israel 
or return to her Polish family- makes for fascinating reading. 

The author, who knew Michal ina personally, includes at the end of this unforgettable story, a 
few pages of original newspaper stories in German and Hebrew which appeared at the time of her 
abduction. 

Bar-Zohar, Michael. ArrowsoftheAlmighty. New York: Macmillan, 1985. Index. 228pp. 
$16.95. 

Unique, previously untold events occurring during World War II continue to be the subject of 
Holocaust literature. Surely Paul Fackenheim's story, so intriguingly told by Israeli 
Bar-Zohar. ranks among the most unusual of all. 

Continued on page 12 
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Arrows of the Almighty continued 

The only Jew out of six million to be plucked from death's door in the infamous Dachau 
concentration camp, Fackenheim was recruited by Admiral Canaris, head of Abwehr, German 
military intelligence, to be trained as an agent for espionage work. At no time unt11 his training 
was complete in Brussels, Berlin, and Athens did he know why he was taken from the hell of 
Dachau into the confidence of high German officials. 

Canaris, a fierce anti-Nazi, needed someone with Fackenheim's qualifications, a Jew who was 
a strong patriot of the Fatherland, and who, while not a Nazi, wanted Germany to win the war. 
Fackenheim had distinguished himself serving Germany during World War I and was typical of 
those Jews who had been blind to the reality of Germany in the thirties. What it portended for 
the Jews was submerged in their love and devotion for their country. 

Once he was told that he was to parachute into Palestine, infiltrate British military 
installations poised to attack General Rommel, and radio back his findings, he objected, not 
wanting to harm the Jew1sh community in any way. He was brainwashed into bellevmg that 
England was the enemy, and no harm was intended for the Jews of Palestine. He had little choice 
but to cooperate; his elderly mother still lived in impoverished circumstances in Frankfurt; he 
was at the mercy of the authorities; and although Admiral Canaris himself was considered their 
enemy by Nazi organizations, he did hold a powerful position just then and offered protection to 
anyone in his employ. History reports that Hitler was more interested in his Russian campaign 
at that time and felt that intelligence from the Middle East could wait. 

Fackenhelm was a man repeatedly victimized by world events. The hair-raising conditions in 
which he found himself are amazing- almost unbelievable. Bar-Zohar's research I however, 
verifies the truth of those events. This fascinating story of a Jew, ironically tried in court as a 
high-ranking Nazi by the British after his mission was aborted, depicts what fate held in store 
for a man chosen to return as a spy to the land of his ancestors. 

Cleave, Roger. Daughters of Jerusalem. Bethesda, Maryland: Adler & Adler, Publishers, Inc. I 

1986. 304pp. $ 15. 95. 

The stress of 1 ife in Israel comes not only when the nation is under siege, but also in the 
connicts ot· everyday life that are the result of political, historic conditions. These complexities 
create constant clashes in personal relationships. Events that happen in Israel, terrorism, 
Arab-Jewish Intermarriage, ethnic hatreds, ingrained prejudices, all provide the human drama 
and interest of this novel. 

Cleeve's story realistically and poignantly exemplifies the grave implications of acts 
committed in love and compassion by Israeli women. The crises of an English Jewess, a 
Christian Arab gir 1, and a young Arab woman ultimately strongly affect each other and the men 
in their lives. 

The Jewess holds a high government position, yet she befriends an unknown Arab youth; a 
young Israeli soldier destroys the home of Arabs, only to return to rebuild it and fall in love 
with their young daughter; an Arab woman is coerced into being a courier of "packages", contents 
unknown, JUSt prior to bombings and deaths in public places. 

It is worthwhile to read about the human problems inherent in 11ving in Israel today and to 
learn now ordinary people become involved in events that may not be headline-making, but are, 
nevertheless, heartbreaking. 

Cont1nued on page 13 
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REVIEWS continued 

T'homi, Abraham. Between Darkness & Dawn: .A. Saga of the Hehalutz. New York: Bloch 
Publishing Co., Inc., 1986. Photographs. 26 1 pp. $ 19. 95. 

Young people in the early years of the century readi Jy discovered that Russia was not the place 
for Jews. Only by escaping to Palestine and working for a homeland could the Jew be assured of 
sanctuary, only a land of his own would protect him and his people from anti-.Semitism, bigotry, 
and discrimination. 

T'homi's theme explores the vanguard efforts of halutzim from Odessa to get travel documents, 
money, and permission to leave the new Bolshevik regime and their struggles for massive 
immigration into Palestine. This serves as a good review of what it meant to be a Jew during the 
Russian revolution and the civil war that followed. The reader understands once more that there 
was never a future for Jews in Russia. The new leaders, Stalin and Lenin among them, professed 
that "the Jews weren't a living people and had no need for a country." Early decrees made the 
teaching of Hebrew and publication of Hebrew books a criminal offense. Zionist organizations 
were outlawed. 

Caught in this vise and encouraged by the Balfour Declaration, young people, T'homi among 
them, secretively made their own plans. With great danger to themselves and leaders, they 
persisted in their dreams of reaching Palestine. Difficult as it was to leave Russia, entering 
Palestine under the British Mandate's quota system proved to be another arduous obstacle, 
although Arabs could enter freely. Efforts to alleviate the situation by Ben Gurian, Trumpeldor, 
Jabotinsky, and many other pioneers were frustrated during the 1920s. 

In retrospect, the struggles of the Haganah, the I rgun and the Histradrut assume greater 
meaning, especially in view of the way in which the British set the stage for endless conflict 
between the Jews and Arabs. To this day urgent problems persist in the Israeli economy and 
with immigration and security. T'homi, in writing of the aspirations and problems of early 
settlers, makes us appreciate how far the small State has come. 

*************************** 

1987 PROCLAIMED THE YEAR OF THE READER IN CALIFORNIA 

Officially proclaiming 1987, the Year of the Reader in California, Governor George 
Deukmejian stated on January 12th, that California's educated, entrepreneurial and creative 
tradition depends on literate, informed citizens. The Governor encouraged teachers, librarians, 
government officials, and others to observe the year with appropriate progr-ams, ceremonies, 
and activities. 

Deukmejian's action reaffirmed Public Law 99-494, which declared 1987 to be the Year of 
the Reader and was signed by President Reagan in October, 1986 

Organizations making use of this theme include the American Booksellers Association, the 
International Reading Association, the Association of American Pub lis hers, the American 
Library Association, and Friends of Libraries U.S.A. 

Designed to address two ser10us national concerns- increased 1lliteracy and a decline in the 
percentage of book readers, the observance is "aimed at restoring the act of reading to a place of 
preeminence in our personal lives and in the life" of our nation and state. 
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READERS THEATRE continued 

* Were they convincing? 
* Were the students interested and active (more so than otherwise)? 
* Was this an effective vehicle to present the subject matter? 
* Did the students learn cooperation, communication, show empathy for others, etc? 
* Did the students improve their speaking, reading, listening, writing, and other abilities? 

Readers Theatre techniques are very frequently used in the teaching of reading, but the 
opportunities for learning are unlimited. And, above all I Readers Theatre is an activity to 
enjoy! 

Note: These ideas are further expanded in "Readers Theatre- Literature and Drama in Your 
Classroom" compiled and edited by Hava Ben-Zvi. This 63-page book let is available through the 
Peter M. Kahn Jewish Commumty Library I Bureau of Jewish Education, 6505 Wilshire 
Boulevard, Los Angeles, CA 90048. Make $3.00 checks payable to the Jewish Community 
Library. 

*********************** 

PUBLICATIONS AVAILABLE THROUGH ASSOCIATION OF JEWISH liBRARIES 

JUVENILE JUDAICA, LITERATURE OF THE HOLOCAUST FOR JUVENILE AND YOUNG ADULT 
COLLECTIONS, A BASIC PERIODICALS LIST FOR THE SMALL JEWISH LIBRARY, JEWISH HOLIDAY 
SHORT STORY INDEX, JEWISH CHILDREN'S BOOKS; A SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY I and WEINE 
CLASS IF I CA.. T I ON SYSTEM. 1982 ed. are among the publications offered through AJL. If you are 
interested in one or more of these items, write to Ralph R. Simon, Ph.D., AJL Publications 
Coordinator, c/o Temple Emanuel Library, 2200 South Green Road, University Heights, Ohio 
44121. AJL members receive a price break. 

AJL NEEDS YOU!! 

PLEASE SAY YES! AJL is a vibrant Association of people like yorself working together in 
many different ways. We'd like to have you participate with us in some of our AJL activities. 
Won't you please take a few minutes to let us know some of the possible areas where you can 
share your expertise with our organ.Jzation. 

__AJL NEWSLETTER 
_JUDAICA LlBRARIANSHlP 
_NATIONAL CONVENTION COMMITTEE 

_R & S PROGRAMMING 
_sse PROGRAMMING 
_GENERAL PLANNING 

_MEMBERSHIP RECRUITMENT 
_ PUBLICATIONS 
_REFERENCE BOOK AWARD 
_CHILDREN'S BOOK AWARD 
_MANUSCRIPT AWARD COMMITTEE 
_EDUCATION COMMITTEE 
_ CONSTITUTION REVISION 

SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS 
_DAY SCHOOL 
_BUREAU & CENTERS 
--ARCHIVISTS 
_CATALOGING 
_RECRUITMENT TO JEWISH LIBRARY 

FIELD . 
_OTHER _______ _ 

(please specify) 

NAME 
ADDRESS·------------
TELEPHON£ __________ _ 

_CHAPTER ORGANIZATION 
_pUBLICITY PLEASE RETURN FORM TO: Edith Lubetski 
--AiL JOB CLEARINGHOUSE 
_FUNDRAISING 
_PATHFINDER 
_TALENT SANK 

Hedi Steinberg Library 
Yeshiva University 
245 Lexington Avenue 
New York I NY 1 00 16 




