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PRESIDENT"S CORNER 

It is that time of year again. The time to savor the taste of apples and honey, to rejoice in 
the renewal of our faith, to recall times past and to contemplate the days ahead. A new year, a 
new beginning- a chance to reflect on our lives and how we live them. It Js up to us, each one of 
us, to make the most of our days. We have the chance to spark our Hves and the lives of others, 
with enthusiasm for learning, with joy for living, with love for sharing. Let us thank G-d for 
this most precious opportunity. Let us use this opportunity to the fullest, to enrich and enhance 
our lfves and the Jives of our families, thereby enriching and enhancing the communities in 
which we 1 ive. May this new year bring its sweetest blessings to you and yours. 

L · Shana T ova. 

******************************* 

IDEAS IQ_ TRY FOR JEWISH BOOK MONTH 

In need of fresh ideas for Jewish Book Month? Try one or more of the many suggestions 
compiled by the Jewish Book Month Commlttee from the resources of the AJLSC and the Jewish 
Community Library of the Bureau of Jewish Education. 

1. Dedicate an Oneg Shabbat to Jewish Book Month, with an author, literary critic or 
librarian as a speaker. Provide bibllographies and book lists. 

2. Arrange an exhibit in the Synagogue l1brary, including materials of interest to adults 
and children. 

3. Have a book fair to motivate reading and purchase of Jewish books. 
4. Reading and role-playing: Students interview each other- one playing the role of a 

reporter and the other acting as the subject of the interview. 
S. Present "Story Hours" devoted to telling and dramatizing stories of Jewish interest. 
6. Arrange f1eld trips to libraries, museums, Jewish book stores, and book or newspaper 

pub 1 ishers. 
7. Explore the medieval art of illumination of books and manuscripts. Include 

illuminated Bibles, Megilot, Haggadot, Ketubot, etc. Children could try their hand at . 
mumlnat1ng a text. 

8. The Torah is central to Jewish life and literature. Bring in a "sofer" (scribe) to 
demonstrate the nature of his work to the various classrooms. Perhaps research could 
be done on the nature of parchment and the Wff.l it is made or on the history of the 
scribe's rules and functions. 

9. Use THE HEBREW BOOK (Jerusalem: Keter, 1975) as a resource on printing and 
language in order to demonstrate how books are put together. Check to see if some 
book or library supply companies have kits which graphically demonstrate book 
construction. Kits on binding or book repair may also be available. 

10. Use bulletin board and shelf displays to motivate and generate enthusiasm. 
ll. Arrange a "Genizah" of manuscripts, books, artifacts, etc. 
12. Conduct a book swap among the ch1ldren. Everyone brings 1n unwanted books and 

trades with someone else. 
13. Set up a book -review panel among some of the more active readers at each grade leveL 

Reviews can be written and posted or given orally in the classroom or i ibrary. · 

Our thanks to Hava Ben-Zvi, Rita Frischer, and Nettie Frishman for these and many more 
suggestions which will appear in the next issue of LIBRARY LIGHT. 
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PREVIEW OF OCTOBER AJLSC MEETING 

AJL's October meeting will inaugurate the 1986-87 Association year with a gala meeting 
in the sukkah at Adaire Klein's new home. ( 8852 Cashio Street, 1/2 block west of Robertson, 
three blocks south of Pico. R.S.V.P. 213-557-0629) Our speakers, Miriam Alperin, art 
consultant for the Bureau of Jewish Education, and our own Susie Dubin, librarian at Valley 
Beth Shalom Day School, will offer us new and exciting ways of incorporating art and 1 iterature 
into our celebrations of the upcoming Jewish Book Month (November 27-December 27). This 
1s sure to be a delightful as well as informative meeting in a beautiful and festive atmosphere. 
Come and get reacquainted with your library friends and colleagues. Enjoy the sukkah and come 
'!May with valuable ideas to enhance your library programs. 

Our December meeting will be held at Jack Roth's wonderful Judaica bookstore at 9427 
West Pico Boulevard. Be sure to save the date- December 1st- for a fascinating presentation 
as well as an opportunity to browse among the wealth of Jewish Looks in Jack's collection. Se:: 
the next issue or library light for further information. 

--Phyllis Zasloff, Program Chairman 
********************* 

MINI-CAJE CONFERENCE - NOVEMBER 9. 1986 

The Bureau of Jewish Education and CAJE (the Coalition for Alternatives in Jew1sh 
Education) are co-sponsoring a t"lini-Conference on Sunday. November 9. 1986. at 
StephenS. Wise Temple. 

The conference will feature outstanding educators as well as "local talent" who w1ll 
conduct sessions spanning virtua11y every aspect of education. Costs for individuals will be 
$21.00. Day school librarians should contact their principals, who will receive group rates for 
staff members. 

We would like to program sessions which respond to the needs of every group of Jewish 
educators, including librarians. If you would like to plan a session, please fill out the attached 
form and mail it to: 

Mar lynn Dorff, Bureau of Jewish Education, 6505 Wilshire Blvd., L.A., CA 90048, or 
call Mar lynn at ( 213) 852-.1234, Ext. 2224. 

The deadline for completed information is October 6, 1986. 

******************************************************* 
MINI-CAJE CONFERENCE 

I would like to present the following session: 

Name __________ .Home # ____ Work# __ 

Address--------------------Title of session _________________ _ 
Brief description _________________ _ 

Things you need in the room _____________ _ 

Time Needs (circle): A. 1 1/2 hrs.--3 hrs.--4 1/2 hrs. B. A.M.--after 
lunch--P.M. 

Present position or title ______________ _ 
Other biographical information, ____________ _ 

Other? ____________________ _ 

If you need add it ion a l space, please use another page. 
--~---
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REFLECTIONS ON &Jl CONVENTION- MONTREt\l. CANADA- JUNE. 1986 

!t seems such a short time ago that I marveled at the June, 1985 AJL Convention in 
Cleveland, Ohio. I remember how impressed I was wlth the presentations and the people. And, 
here I am, back from Montreal, with similar thoughts and feelings. 

What is there about librarians, especially Jewish librarians, that makes them so specia1? 
like everyone else, they are imbued with individual characteristics. Yet this group has 
outstanding attributes that are not always evident in other assocwtions. lndividuall'y, and 
collectively, they are caring, feeling, concerned. They care with their hearts, feel within their 
souls, and are intellectually concerned. li. is important to them to communicate these qualities. 

And that they did, beginning with our first morning at the Jewish Public Library where 
we had our initial look at the exhibits. Shortly thereafter, we were escorted on a walkmg tour of 
Jewish t"lontreal. What a delight! Led by author, Stanley Asher, who is also a travel 
commentator on CBC, we discovered the "Lower East Side' of Montreal. Late afternoon was fined 
with meetings for first-timers and members of the National Council. 

l n the early evening we toured the Jewish Public Ubrary- an operation beyond belief. 
More than 1 00,000 volumes in four languages- English, French, Hebrew, and Ylddish - are 
intermingled on the shelves. The books are catalogued in a modified Dewey- lovingly referred to 
as "dewey" class1fication, with L.C. subject headings. (I htwe a copy if you would like to see it. 
75% of the collection is on Judaic subjeets and 255t on subjects of general interest, including 
best sellers. l'1ore than 4,000 members have been willing to pay a fee of $25 ( $10 for seniors 
and teenagers) in order to use the resources. 85% of the budget is funded by the Jewish 
community, with the government subsidizing the remainder. Library hours are from 1 0:00 
A.M. - 9:00P.M., Sunday through Thursday. Tho :>t-:.if ;;·,\...·iudes four librarians, plus twelve 
library technicians, all of whom are fluent ln more than one language. Expertise includes 
knowledge of Russian and Portuguese, as well as the aforementioned languages. The children's 
library- a unit unto itself- contains about 14,000 volumes, arranged in the same manner as 
the adult collection. 1, 1 00 members pay $1.00 per year for llbrary privileges. On-going 
programs cater to the needs of ages two to twelve. 

The library, housed In our equivalent of the Jewish Federation Building, is a partnership 
between the Federation and the community. However, it has its own board of directors and 
budget. In addltion to books, the collection is comprised of a myriad of materials gathered over a 
period of 72 years. Included are unbound volumes, 2,000 bound journals, Russian and Polish 
books publisned between the wars, Yiddish talking books, cassettes of all speeches given at the 
facilities, and much, much more. 

On Monday morning the schools, synagogues, and Centers librarians ( SSC) were treated to 
a slide show presentation of a Pinkas at the beautiful Tifereth Beth David Jerusalem Synagogue. 
What's a Pinkas? It's a handwritten record in Yiddish of the everyday events in the community 
and school. The document we saw had been compiled by a Russian immigrant between 1905 and 
1956. It recorded in great detail births, deaths, anecdotes, and conflicts and was beautifully 
illustrated. This fascinating introduction was followed by a panel discussion on "The Values in 
Children's Literature, Universal and Jewish". Participants were Mrs. Vicki Zack, a doctoral 
candidate and fermer lecturer for McGill University's Education faculty, Leonard Mendelsohn, 
Professor of Chlldren's Literature at Concordia University; and Dr. Marcia Posner, author of 
JtJVenile Judaica: The Jewish Values Book finder. 

~1rs. Zack emphasized the importance of stories that are believably alive. Messages shouid 
be embodied, implicitly, not explicitly, for "the live-through experience" is important. 
Accon1ing to !.B. Singer, "the writer is not to redeem humanity." Professor Mendelsohn, 
Continuad on page 5 
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BEFLECIIOHS. cont. 

presenting the point-of-view of the Jewish oral tradition, claimed that children's literature 
falls short, because it lacks the "fire" of the teller. who has the passion to get the story across. 
His argument was weakened considerably when he informed his audience that there is no good 
children's literature. Therefore, he has not read any of this material for years. Dr. Posner, on 
the other hand, definitely felt that both Jewish and universal values can be transmitted most 
effectively through chlldren's flction. For, readers generally Identify with one of the main 
characters, who usually represents the point of view of the author. Dr. Posner recommended 
two books that may be helpfulto buyers of children's literature- Jewish Literature for 
Children by Alternatives in Religious Education, Inc., Denver, Colorado, ISBN 
0-86 705-018-7, and Jewish Children's Books: How to Use Them, How to Choose Them, by 
Posner and published by Hadasseh, Department of Jewish Education, 50 West 58th Street, New 
York, New York 1 0019. 

The next sessions were devoted to round table discussions on beginning and advanced 
cataloging and problem-sharing for day school libraries. Ron Finegold, a cataloguer at the 
Jewish Public Library, headed the session that I attended. He discussed L.C. headings, primarily 
in religious and political categories, that had been adapted for Judaica. Also stressed was the 
necessity for an authority file for any deviations from recognized headings. For example, do not 
use OT, but state book of the Bible by name; Koran- do not use Bible first. Language for 
Jewish religion should be in Jewish terms, i.e., L.C. uses Jewish law. We should use Halakah, 
Kashrut, etc. When there is a variance in spelling (such as Chanukah, etc.), interfile all 
subject cards and use spelling with which you are most comfortable for new acquisitions. 

Other suggestions were to use "See" or "See Also" references from old subject headings, 
rather than changing many holdings. If you are reclassifying, be liberal and reclassify to new 
numbers. Never begin subject headings with the letter "J". Invert if possible. Encyclopedia 
Judalca and Columbus Lippincott Gazetteer were recommended as authorities for geographical 
place names. 

Irving Abella. Chairman of the National Archives Comm·mee for the canadian Jewish 
Congress and author of None Is Too Manv. was the lunchtime speaker. His topic, Canada's policy 
toward Jewish immigration before and during World War II, was totally engrossing. 

The afternoon session was devoted to computer networking in small libraries. Is it 
feasible? Reasonable? Practical? Our own Barbara Leff focussed on library networking with 
and without computers. She described the CAJE Curriculum Bank, which 1s available for $35 
per year. She also discussed the proceedings of the California Commission on Networking. (For 
more specif1c details, contact Barbara.) Past president, Rita Frischer reported on Central 
Cataloging Service. (Another article in this issue will cover the topic in greater detail.) Dr. 
Ralph Simon, Librarian at Temple Emanuel in Cleveland, Ohio, as well as Educational Media 
Specialist at Wiley Middle School, commented upon his own experiences with an on-line system 
used at his secular school. He concluded that for his purposes on-line would be good only for 
current materials. Filling in for an absentee speaker, Barbara handled the topics of computer 
conferencing, computer bulletin boards, and a 24-hour answering service. Harry Chan, 
President of Biblioflche, rounded out the program by informing us about his equipment and 
services. His interest is an integrated approach to managing centers, which will allow 
flexibility, many types of media specifics, multi languages, and key word searching. 

The culminating activity of the day was a presentation of Readers Theater by Hava Ben Zvi. 
.As always, it was enthusiastically received. 

Tuesday morning's first session, "Transmitting Jewish Cultures and Values Through 
Different Art Forms" will be covered in a future issue. The meeting that followed dealt with 
Continued on page 6 



AJLSC LIBRARY LIGHT -6 - SEPT./OCT. 1986 
REflECTIONS, cont. 

"Catastrophe Literature: the Psychological Dimensions and the Bibliotherapeutic Possibilities." 
Panel partlci pants were Mrs. Rachel Heir, National Education Consultant, Canadian Zionist 
Federation and Professor Jeff Deveransky, Department of Education, McGill University. 
Bibliotherapy was the thrust of Mrs. Meir's talk. She explained how stories replace realities, 
when realities are no longer there and how she uses such materials in Israel. Expressing her 
belief that chlldren cannot cope with sad or abstract idees, Mrs. Meir recommended that 
Holocaust Literature should not be introduced before 5th grade. Dr. Deverensky emphasized that 
children are not miniature adults. Rather, they are "Jiving in the land of giants". Thinking 
very differently from adults, they learn through repetition and imitation. Therefore, he urged 
adults to help children by transmitting information and sharing thoughts and feelings. 

Luncheon speaker, Andre Elbag, Professor of French at Carleton University, Ottowa, 
discussed the history of French Jewish immigration to Canada. 

Following lunch, another of our distinguished members appeared in the spotlight when 
Adaire Klein partiClpated in a panel discussion entitled "Cont;oversiai 1"1aterials m the Jew1sh 
Library." Joining her were Michael Grunberger, Head of Judaica Section at Library of 
Congress, !"lorton Weinfeld, Associate Professor of Socio 1 ogy, M cGi 11 University, and Richard 
Menkis, Historian and consultant for the Zundel trial. Focussing particularly on "The Journal of 
Historical Review," which is the most important forum for anti-semitism, Adaire made 
suggestions as to how to handle this and other controversial materials. 1) Do not purchase 
anything that denies our mandate. 2) Do not present all side:> tJf an i:~-:';ue. However, do know 
vour enemy. Have information available but accessible only upon request. 3) Know the 
authors, publications, and publishers that spout this "information." The panelists also reminded 
us that in any library, areas of truth may change. As a result, librarians make decisions about 
books based on literary consensus, and classifications reflect the consensus of the times. 

At the Tuesday evening banquet Florence Freedman was the recipient of the Sydney 
Taylor-A.JL Award for her book Brothers: a Hebrew Legend. Carol Snyder, who was also honored 
for Ike and Mama and the Seven Surprlses. touched us all as she describe{j her father, who was 
her inspiration for Ike. The Research and Special Libraries Award went to I rene Heskes, as 
editor of The Resource Book of Jewish Music by GreenwOOd Press/ Praeger publishers. 

After divislonai meetings on Wednesday morning, the entire group met for the last time. 
Hazel Karp, outgoing National President, announced that there were 140 registrants at 
Montreal. Altogether the Association has 690 members, 643 from 42 states in the U.S., 20 
from Canada, and 27 from the British Isles. 455 belong to SSC division and 235 toR and S. The 
incoming president is Edith Lubetski, Librarian of Stern College, New York. The 1987 
convention will be held in New Jersey, and 1988 will find us in Kansas City. 

At the farewell luncheon, we said goodbye to all those strangers we could now call friends. 

--Fran Shuster, President, AJLSC 
********************************** 

HELP NEEDED! 

If you would like to help organize the library of the B'nai Zion Congregation of 
Chattanooga, Tennessee, please contact Rabbi Sherwin, P.O. Box 8736, Chattanooga, Tennessee 
37411. Tel: ( 615) 894-8900. All expenses will be paid. The library contains approximately 
2,000 volumes. 

--Hava Ben-Zvi 
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SAVE THESE DATES. cont. 

JEWISH BOOK MONTH CELEBRATION AT PETER M. KAHN liBRARY 

All are cordially invited to join Friends of the Ubrary at the annual celebration of Jewish 
Book Month on Sunday, December 7, 1986 at 1:30 P.M. A $1.00 donation will entitle 
you to hear Howard Kaplan, author and UCLA professor, speak on The Fiction of Conflict: 
Israeli and Arab Perspectives of the Midd1e East Crisis. The talk will focus on short 
stories and novels written by Syrian,Lebanese, Palestinian, and Israeli men and women. 
Through these works of fiction, one can possibly gain a better understanding of the hopes, fears, 
and moral dilemmas of the Middle East situation than through any polemical arguments. 

R.S.V.P. for this meeting in the Board Room, 6505 Wilshire Blvd., L.A. by calling the 
Library, ( 213) 852- 1235, Ext. 3202 

--Hava Ben-Zvi 

SINAl TEMPLE LIBRARY TO HOST HOWARD SCHWARTZ 

All members of AJLSC are invited to Sinai Temple library's annual Shabbat and Open 
House on Friday. December 12 at 8:15 P.M. Howard Schwartz, noted poet, author, and 
anthologist will be the featured speaker in the Sinai main sanctuary. 

Dr. Schwartz is presently Associate Professor of English at the University of Missouri, St. 
Louis, where he teaches courses in Jewish literature, poetry writing, short story writing, 
allegory, and folklore. In 1984, his book, THE CAPTIVE SOUL OF THE MESSIAH ( Schocken) 
received the National Book Award of the Before Columbus Foundation. He is the author of two 
books of poetry, VESSELS and GATHERING THE SPARKS, of several books of fiction, and has edited 
four anthologies, IMPERIAL MESSAGES: ONE HUNDRED MODERN PARABLES, VOICES WITHIN THE 
ARK: THE MODERN JEWISH POET (with Anthony Rudolph), GATES TO THE NEW CITY: A 
TREASURY OF MODERN JEWISH T.ALES, and ELIJAH'S VIOLIN AND OTHER JEWISH FAIRY TALES. 
In 1986, the Free Press, a subsidiary of Macmillan, and Seth Press will bring out MIRIAM'S 
TAMBOURINE: JEWISH FOLKTALES FROM AROUND THE WORLD, and in 1987, Harper & Row 
will publish his book, LILITH'S CAVE: JEWISH TALES OF THE SUPERNATURAL. 

--Rita Frischer 

************************************ 

liBRARIAN TECHNICIAN CERTIFICATE PROGRAM ESTABliSHED AT CAl STATE LA. 

The Office of Continuing Education of California State University, Los Angeles, has begun 
offering courses that wi lllead to a Library Technician Certificate. The program is designed to 
provide entry-level competencies for library clerks, library assistants, and library 
technicians. Courses are offered on weekends and evenings, so that working people can 
participate. 

The program is comprised of eight courses, including Basic Library Operations I and II, 
Acquisitions, Computers in libraries, Communication Skills, etc. The course covers the role of 
the library technician in school, public, academic, and special libraries. 

For information, write to the Office of Continuing Education, Cal State L.A., 5151 State 
University Drive, L.A., CA 90032 or call ( 213) 224-350 1. Individuals interested in teaching 
classes in the program are invited to subm1t a resume and two letters of recommendation to 
Marilyn W. Greenberg, Division of Curriculum and Instruction, California State University, Los 
Angeles, 5151 State University Drive, Los Angeles, CA 90032. For more informatlon, call 
( 213) 224-3765. 
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The 1986 Summer Institute included a number of excellent workshops that were of 
particular interest to teachers and librarians. 

DEALING WITH DIFFICUlT SUBJECTS - A MORNING WITH UNCLE RUTHIE 

··uncle Ruthie" Buell I a special education teacher and radio personality, Jed a very 
well-attended workshop, that us.ed music, stories, and discussion to explore weys of dealing with 
difficult problems tnat our children face. The highly participatory program aimed at subtlet1es 
of feelings and their causes. Uncle Ruthie 1 who hosts "Halfwey Down the Stairs" every Saturday 
from 10:30 to 11:30 A.M. on KPFK -FM ( 90. 7), has a great understanding of children's fears 
(of lonellness, strangers, parental pressures, divorce, death, etc.). These topics are treated in 
her record (or cassette), "Take a Little Step" which is available from : Uncle Ruthie Buell, 
1731 S. Sherbourne Drive, LosAngelss, C.A. 90035. Send $8.95 for each album or ca~-ette, 
plus 1 0~ of total order for shipping costs, and 6.5% sales tax for California residents. For 
concerts or workshop information, write to the above address or call: ( 213) 870-4180. 

BETSY BROWN'S PUPPETRY - HAPPY. POSITIVE MOTIVATION fOR lEARNING 

As usual, "our" Betsy again demonstrated the multiple uses of puppetry for enchanting, 
teaching, and developing sensitivity and empathy with others. Patterns for different puppets 
were shared. All those attending learned a great deal in the areas of visual education and 
creativity. Betsy, as usual, received glowing reviews. She can be reached easily at:  

6 

MARTHA STEVENS- STORYTElliNG IN THE ClASSROOM 

Participants were treated to an introduction and a demonstration of storytellmg and the 
tools of the teller: body, voice, concentration I emotion, and imagination. Storytel1 lng lias been 
used, increasingly, as a tool in curriculum. Martha Stevens is associated with the Music Center 
and other organizations. For more information, call ( 818) 761-0570. Or contact the Peter 
M. Kahn Jewish Community Library ( 213 ) 852-1234, Ext. 3202 for a rich and varied 
collection of stories suitabJe.for storytelling and dealing with ,Jewish life, culture, and 
problems. 

Other interesting and sxciting workshops includ..oa Drama in the Classroom. Maior ,Je·wish 
Values: Their Sources in Classical Texts. Art for Non-Art Teachers, Contemoorary ,<\poroaches to 
Moral Develooment. Kids On the Block. and more. 

--Hava Ben-Zvi 

JEWISH BOOK MONTH - NOVEMBER 27TH- DECEMBER 27TH 

The 1986 Jewish Book Month kit is now available. it consists of full color posters for 
both children and adults. In addition, there is a pamphlet entitled JEWISH BOOKS IN REVIEW, 
1985-86. i terns mi'ly t:o putchased separ-ately. Send your request for the Jewish Book f"!onth 
kit order blanks toJWB Jewish Book Counc11, 15 East 26th Street, New York 10010. 
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CENTRAL CATALOGING SERVICE FOR JUDAICA liBRARIES 

.A.s was announced last spring, Sinai Temple Library was awarded a grant by the Mount 
Sinai Memorial Park Grants Committee to establish a centralized cataloging service pilot 
program in Southern California. This money was given in a lump sum to be dispersed under the 
watchful eye of appointed lay persons concerned with libraries and the granting agency. The 
initial year's work, having been completely underwritten by the grant, permits free 
distribution of cataloging data to all AJLSC member libraries. However, the eventual goal is to 
make the project self-supporting by the time funding runs out. 

Two weeks ago, I prepared-and submitted to the Grants Committee a lengthy six-month 
progress report- one of several required under the terms of this project. I would like to 
summarize it here for members of AJLSC and other interested librarians. 

1 . long before the money was a certainty, we began preparation for this work by 
tightening up our cataloging, and sticking as closely as we could to AACR2 standards. 
We also reviewed and formalized our authority mes for subject headings. Therefore, 
with a high standard of data available for entry, we were able to move ahead quickly 
once the project was approved. 

2. In late June, after receiving several competitive bids, we installed tr1e equipment we 
had purchased. So far, our initial installation includes: 
IBM-AT computer, monitor, peripherals 
Priam 60 mb hard disk 
Data Products high speed printer 
High-speed tape backup 
Hayes 1200 Smartmodem 

3. We are using Data log, a cataloging module designed by Data Trek, Inc., here in 
california. It is a good system, but we have discovered some minor kinds of problems 
with it, both in daily use and in connection with actually mailing out data. A total 
catalog printout is too bulky and costly to mail, but the program doesn't allow printing 
of a single card for mailing. We are currently writing a program to tab run the card 
information in a concise space-conserving, but clear format, for our initial mailing 
which should take place somewhere around (or just after) the holidays. Then we will 
work on a program to print out just the main entry card, which we can distribute to 
you for copying. 
Meanwhile, any local librarian wishing to go on- line and access the data directly 
through a modem could do so by buying this software, and would, we think, be pleased 
by the eventual result. 

4. We are beginning our on-line catalog with the most recent books and mater1als but 
hope to do a complete retrospective eventually, so that we can supply all back 
cataloging, data on re-releases, donations, etc. for our subscribers. Data is being 
entered by a part-time clerk, whose salary is covered by the grant for one year. 

5. The initial mailing for this pllot program will include Sinai's 1986 (and perhaps 
1985) holdings and will be sent to all members of AJLSC, plus selected librarians 
elsewhere across the country. One such is Barbara Raznick of the Saul Brodsky Jewish 
Community library, St. Louis, who may be able to provide us eventually with Weine 
alternatives for our Elazar scheme. We are encouraging constructive criticism from 
all recipients in order to tighten up our cataloging products and to improve standards 
for all users. Adherence to AACR2 and a standardized subject list are vital if we, as 
Judaica librarians, are to upgrade our libraries. 

Continued on page 10 
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CENTRAL CATALOGING SERYICE continued 

6. If any reg1onal groups elsewhere are p Janning some sort of network structure, I hope 
they will contact us first. As Judaica libraries enter the te{:hnological age, we should 
guard against the duplication of effort, as well as waste of resources and time which 
frequently occur when Jewish agencies or programs each "do their own thing" instead 
of coordinating their efforts. 

With only 1 ,200 of our over 14,000 volumes entered, we aren't yet ready for a 
national direct linkup via modem. However, we would like to hear from those wt1o 
might be interested in-such a program in the future. Costs can be a problem, but all 
libraries in a given area can form a cluster and get and input information via a single 
linkup, sharing the cost according to value received and time on-line. This would 
require careful coordination. 

7. Still to be worked out are numerous problems: e.g., how (or if) recipients will be able 
to request speciai cataloging; how we can move toward true networking (with more 
than one library able to input cataloging data while a review committee maintains 
strict standards for final inclusion); the actual cost breakdown translated into yearly 
subscrlber fees, which w111 commence after the first free year elapses, etc. 

This 1s an exciting, but time-consuming and highly challenging project. You wi l1 soon 
receive our first mailing and become an important part of the process. Please do your part by 
filling out and returning promptly any survey sheets that accompany the packet. 

L'Shanah Tovah. May this New Year bring us to a new and exciting era in Judaica 
L ibrarianship and sharing. 

--Rita Frischer, Director of Library Services 
Sinai Temple Blumenthal Library 

********************************* 

POSITIONS WANTED 

Wanted: Part-time position as school libr.arian. l would like to work 20-30 
hours per week. My background includes editing an in-house publication for the Rand 
Corporation, teaching for Head Start, public schools, and the USlF as well as working as a 
member of the Pear..e Corps support staff nnd as a research a...~istant for USC's Psychology 
Department. I have a BA in English and History from UC Berkeley, a Lifetime teacrnng 
credential, and a library teaching credential from Cal State L.A. For more information, contact 
L lnda Friedland,     

 

Wanted: Position as a Hbrary c1erlc. I've had experience in many aspects of 
running a library, including catalog flling, accessioning, clerical duties, locating materials for 
bibliographies and projects, and assisting students and library visitors. l'm familiar with 
many aspects of Judaism and am also available for private tutoring in both Hebrew and English. 
At present I am attending Cal State, L.A. where I've begun a Masters program in Special 
Education for the Visually Handicapped. For further particulars, contact Judith D. Massarano, 

     . 
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ClARE'S RECOllECTIONS OF A CREATIVE CONFERENCE 

"A .Sea of Upturned Faces" was the theme of the Third Pacific Rim Conference on Children's 
Literature, which was held at UCLA during the last week: of August. Representatlves from many 
of the 35 countries comprising the Pacific Rim were in attendance. Mingling with the many 
celebrated scholars, writers, and librarians were some of our own AJLSC members, including 
Hava Ben Zvi, Clare Bronsen, Joan Buchbinder, and Susan Dubin. 

A few of the high lights were: 

A talk by Mildred Batchelder, who has been in the library field for 60 years and whose 
name appears on an annual book award for the best children's book from another country. She 
recommended the need to develop an understanding of the diversity in the world and to recognize 
that children have a right to identity. She also reminded us of the limited "in print" life of books 
and the necessity to be aware of good books before they go out of print. 

Bever Jy Hills poetess, Myra Cohn Livingston, internationally known for her poetry and 
anthologies, made a brilliant presentation. Two of her more memorable quotes were "Poetry 
returns to us throughout life" and "Emotion and imagination make us human." 

Priscilla Moxom, LAPL, moderated a panel of four speakers from four countries: Okiko 
Miyake from Japan, who made note of the fact that many stories in Japan are presented in comic 
book format; Shell a Egoff, from canada, talked of books everywhere; carmen Garcia-Moreno, of 
Mexico, touched on poverty and told about the annual International Book Fair, held for two weeks 
every November, that is attended by approximately two million people; Dorothy Anderson, from 
UCLA, represented America (which really thrilled her and impressed her mother!). She said 
that children's literature here is healthy, diverse, high quality, and increasingly authentic. 

A beautiful reception for everyone included well-known local authors with their books as 
well as a children's art exhibit from around the world. Other authors who appeared on Tuesday's 
program included Char lotte Zolotow and Eleanor cameron, who are both wonderful speakers. 

Wednesday was a Tour Day, culminating in the evening with a delightful Storytelling 
Concert. One valley storyteller, Kathleen Zunde11, did an outstanding rendering of California 
Chumash Indian creation stories. A visiting Chinese storyteller related a folktale in Chinese 
which was simultaneously translated lnto English by one of our downtown librarians. Elizabeth 
Miller of New Zealand told of a courageous princess who discovered that her prince was a toad!. 
And there were many, many more. 

On Thursday, Margaret Bush of Simmons College in Boston gave an overview of the current 
status of children's literature. She noted several gaps, such as a limited supply of good books for 
the middle reader, a lack of material in some subject areas, including biography and fiction 
dealing with children from other areas. 

In Royce Hall, Betsy Brown's wonderful presentation, though similar to the one she 
recently did for us, included some very personal memories from her childhood. Judy Sierra and 
Bob Kaminski created a fabulous Shadow Puppet play, while author Sid Fleischman, from Santa 
Monica, spoke and did some magic tricks. carny Condon gave a great demonstration on 
multi-cultural storytelling and puppetry. She informed us that the over-85 age group in the 
U.S. is rapidly increasing and suggested that research on the accomplishments of senior citizens 
might be used effectively in stories. Inca, a Peruvian group of musicians and dancers, awere a 
lovely addition to the entertainment. The evening banquet, featuring Dorothy Butler from 
Australia, was sold out. 

Continued on page 12 
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ClARE'S RECOllECTIONS. cont. 

On Friday, people heard K. Roy from India, Ashley Bryan from the Eastern U.S., Arne 
Nixon from Northern California, and our local Winifred Ragsdale. One librarian told me that she 
paid a huge parking fine, because she couldn't leave while Bryan was sharing poetry and 
1 iterature on 8 Jack America. (He is a very spec1a1 person.) 

This conference was a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity, cramming many insights and ideas 
into too few days. My only regret is that events such as this could not be heard and seen by a far 
wider audience. Perhaps some ot:.what went on will continue to cause positive ripple effects for 
the future. 

--Clare Bronsen 

******************************** 

ME!)!A MATERIAlS AT THE PETER M. KAHN JEW!SH COMMUNITY liBRARY 

VHS VIDEOS: 

* 668:T- AMBULANCE 13 minutes Black and white Ages 16+ 
Holocaust subject matter dealing with an ambulance marked with a Red Cross that was 
used in actuality for gassing its occupants. 

*674:T- ,1\NNE FRANK IN MAINE 28 minutes Color Ages 14+ 
After learning about the Holocaust, junior high school students get the entire 
community involved in a production of "The Diary of Anne Frank" at a local church. 

675:T- AVENUE OF THE JUST 55 minutes Color Ages 14+ 
Ten of the persons who saved Jewish 1 ives during World War II recollect their 
experiences. Included are the people who hid the Frank family in Amsterdam. 
Trees at Yad Yashem in Jerusalem have been planted in their honor. 

646:T- B!BA 55 minutes Color Ages 14+ 
Partially in Hebrew dialogue wlth English subtitles and partially in English, this film 
deals with an Israeli farm family that loses loved ones in the Yom Kippur War. 
The courageous determination to "continue" highlights the story. 

*657:T- THE BOAT iS FULL 104 minutes Color Ages 16+ 
A group of refugees attempt to escape from Nazi Germany to Switzerland by 
pretending to be a family unit, but when their ruse is discovered, they are forced to 
return to Germany. 

630:T - BON VOYAGE 28 minutes Coior Ages 12+ 
A travelog of Israel through the eyes of a young couple touring by motor scooter. A 
fine musical score but no narration. 

63 I :I -CANDLE UNTO CANDLE 25 minutes Color Any Age 
Mike Burstyn and his puppets provide an informative and entertaining visual 
approach to Hanukkah. 

634:T- CHAIM BUMKOWSKI AND THE JEWS OF LODZ. POLAND 58 min. B/W Ages 1 4+ 
Despite the many murders, deportations, restrictions, and harrassment of Jews, 
the"Elder of the Jews" continued to believe that the ghetto would not be liquidated. 

676:T- COURAGE TO CARE 28 minutes Color Ages 12+ 
Relates the stories of ordinary individuals in Europe who risked their lives to aid 
prospective victims of tyranny during the Nazi era. 

624:T: - FROM A FAR-OFF WORLD: MARRIAGE 28 minutes Color Ages 12+ 
Though settled in Israel, Yemenites, Libyans, and Kurds have maintained their 
traditional customs of Jewish marriage ceremonies. 

*Materials can be used only by non-profit educational institutions or for home use 
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REVIEWS OF ADULT BOOKS 
By 

Muriel Moster, Volunteer 
Sinai Temple Library 
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Halter, Marek. The Book of ,o..merica. New York: Henry Holt and Company, 1983. 
Translation from the French 1986 by Lowell Ba1r. Map. Glossary. 722pp. $19.95. 

Most apparent in this unusual fictionaiized history is Marek's passion for the dew ish 
people and their heritage. A phenomenal work, requiring prodigious research, it relates the 
story of mythical ancestors who fled the Roman siege of Jerusalem in 70 A.D. Beginning with 
Abraham. the scribe, who began writing the family history, Marek follows our people as they 
move to Alexandria, Egypt and subsequently all over the map of Africa and Europe, seeking the 
right to live as Jews. 

From the 15th century on, he is able to write veriflably from his own family's records. 
In each family branch and generation there was a scribe and later on, after the invention of 
Gutenberg's printing press, a printer. In fact, one of his ancestors actually worked with 
Gutenberg. 

The places they settled and thelr involvement in the upheavals and turmoil of each place 
they lived are all a part of this book, ending with the most catastrophic victfm ization of a J 1, the 
Holocaust. 

No matter where they settled, no matter how much they contributed to their surroundings, 
no matter that they were peace-loving, family-ori,nted people, loyal, faithful, and independent. 
every proo lem or misfortune that arose in an area was blamed on the Jews. Coping endlessly 
with uncertaintles, disasters and heartaches, they were never fully accepted anywhere as 
citizens. 

Despite being a hostage of history, the Jew never lost hope that his m lsery and persecution 
would end. The families in The Book of Abraham represent our past, our values and traditions. 
Abraham's scroll, so assiduously recorded, preserved and passed on from generation to 
generation is, even more importantly, proof of our faith. For it shows that even in periods of 
darkness, despair, and decrees promulgated against the Jewish people, the commandments and 
Torah dominated their lives. 

The reader gains a vast amount of insight about our people. It is amazing that after centuries 
of exile, of intermingling with so many cultures and being the recipient of experiences in so 
many places that the essence of peoplehood remains. A memorable book, it pointedly conveys the 
continuity of centuries of Jewish life, starkly depicting our fate when we were without a land of 
our own. 

Continued on page t 4 
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BOOK REVIEWS, continued 

Lev, Micha. Yordim: Leaving the Promised Land for the Land of PromNe. Kensington, f"'laryland: 
Woodbine House, 1986. 366pp. $14.95. 

The number of lsraelis who have left Eretz Yisrael reached alarming proportions long ago. 
The State needs every Jew's contribution of brains, brawn, service, and support to sustain it in 
its struggles. Deprecatingly called Yordim, !sraells who leave, for whatever reason, deprive 
their country of its most vitally neded resource: people. 

Yordim is an impactful novel addressing itself to th1s problem. It is the insightful story 
of a young Israeli couple who come to this country "temporarily" while the husband completes 
his college education. The enticements of America are soon diminished by stress and pressures. 
Life here does not always compensate for the difficulties and tensions of life in Israel: 
never-ceasing catastrophic events, accompanied by a constant war of nerves. loss of dear ones in 
wars, border threats. But there, at least, are family, a wide circle of friends, the comfort of 
being 1n one's own country, the meaningful hol1days, and ramiiiar language and customs. 

And so, Yosef, his wife, and young daughter, joined by his brother, Nissim, find that they 
have substituted one set of problems for another. Their lives are complicated further by 
feelings of guilt and longing for dear ones left behind. It becomes routine to re-evaluate what 
they ran away from and why. The reality, responsibilities, and myriad choices of America lose 
their allure for Rivka, and she and her child return to israel. 

We understand that there are no easy answers for all cases, but the book does provide a 
fine starting point as to why so many become Yordim. Consequently, it draws us closer to our 
Israeli family, as well as forcing us as Jews to examine life in America. Lev, himself, as an 
American Jew, reversed the process in that he and his wife lived in Israel as immigrants for 
five years before returning here for a visit which evolved into a permanent stay. 

Signoret, Simone. Adieu, Voloctya. Translation from the French by Stanley Hochman. New York: 
Random House, 1986. 418 pp. $18.95. 

Internationally recognized as an actress of great talent, the late Simone Signoret in this 
novel combined the insights of her background with observations from her partially Jewish 
roots. As a political activist during different periods of her life, she understood not only what the 
Jews suffered in Eastern Europe and the Ukraine throughout history, but having lived through 
the years of World War II, she was quite sensitive to their fate in the Holocaust. So it is that she 
combines actual and fictional events. 

Two young Jewish couples, very close friends Jiving in the same apartment building, 
remember with fear and trepidation the pogroms and horrors their people suffered in the 
shtetls. Living now in Paris, they protectively try to keep the story of the murderer, Simon 
Petliura, from their young son and daughter. When Petliura 1s assassinated in 1926 by a Jew in 
Paris, the disturbing memories and secrets they have shared sweep over them again. 

Fond thoughts of cousin Volodya surface periodically and excitement runs high when he 
comes to Paris as a witness at Pet! iura's trial. Only a fleeting reunion is allowed, and in time 
they learn that he has dfed in prison. Puzzled and unfamiliar with events occurring in the Soviet 
Union at the time, they can't understand what terrible things Volodya must have done to die a 
prisoner in Siberia. Hints of the Soviet Gulag are given, and the reader. familiar with Stalin's 

Continued on page 15 
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Adieu Vo1odva continued 

reign of terror, understands even better than the family what has happened to the 
liberal-minded Volodya.Theyears pass. They have one another and as a result of their diligence. 
they live contentedly. The men labor as artisans, and the women work together sewing for 
theatrical groups. France affords them the blessings of both bread and liberty. Then in 1938 
there is another killing by a Polish Jew who fatally shoots a high Nazi diplomat. 

The last part of the book deals with the same dread and fear that have been a part of Jewish 
lives throughout the millenia. How the parents escape Hitler's plans, and the underground 
partisan activities of their chilrfren make a poignant story. 

Signoret had great feelings for human nature and for family relations, and her 
observations and understanding of political events were astute. Her readers are the 
beneficiaries. 

Tee, Neehama. When Light Pierced The Darkness: Christian Rescue of Jew~.if.Q 
Poland. New York: Oxford University Press, 1986. Notes, Selected Bibliography, Index. 
262pp. $19.95. 

Holocaust survivor T ec's study of righteous Gentiles in Poland during World War II 
unearths much material characterizing those who, despite jeopardy to their own lives, aided 
helpless Jews. The author's personal wartime rescue by sympathetic Poles enhanced her ability 
to establish confidence and rapport with both survivors and saviours during interviews and 
research in Israel, Poland and the United States. 

In dividing the sociological study into various categories to determine what most 
influenced a positive response to rescue, Tee focuses on the motives of Poles who extended help 
by providing forged documents, food, shelter, and protection to Jews. She identifies the rescuers 
by class, education, politics, and religion. 

Poland, where anti-Semitism had been deeply ingrained in the catholic psyche for 
centuries, was hardly the place for a Jew to expect nurture or refuge from the Nazis. Indeed, 
more than three million Polish Jews were murdered on Polish soil. How then, considering their 
lack of resources, loss of familial support, and limited mastery of the Polish language, did any 
remain alive? 

Ironically, survival for the pathetic few resulted from two disparate groups of rescuers 
--volunteers motivated only by courage and compassion, and mercenaries moved solely by 
greed. The former were people of conscience, commitment, integrity, and individuality, whose 
altruistic principles superseded the risks and dangers involved. Some, surprisingly, were 
anti-Semites and remained so after the war. but for complex reasons, nevertheless, they 
protected the vulnerable Jews who sought their help. 

The roles of the Church and the Polish underground, the effect on the Jewish children who 
received sanctuary in convents and orphanages, and, finally, the viewpoints of the rescuers 
themselves regarding their disobedience of Nazi law are all discussed. Of course, many unknowns 
and imponderables make a complete scientific study of this subject impossible, but Tee has made 
a worthy contribution to Holocaust literature with her exacting criteria and analysis. 
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FEllOWSHIPS OFFEB£1)_ 

California State University, Los Angeles, is offering two fellowships for full-time study 
in 1987. The fellowships are 1ntended to lead to bott1 an M.A. in education and a Library 
Services Credential. Teachers of Black, Hispanic, or ,A.sian background are encouraged to apply. 
Each rec1pient will receive a stipend of $4,000 over o 12-month period, plus university fees. 

,L\ppl1catlon forms and add1t1onal information m8}' be obtained from: Dr. Mar1lyn W. 
Greenberg, School of Education, California State Unlverslty, Los Angeles, 5151 State Univers1ty 
Drive, Los Angeles, CA 90032. Phone ( 213) 224-3765. The application deadline is November 
15, 1986 

********************* 

TEMPORARY POSITION AVAILABLE 

A part-time elementary schoollibraly position will be avallable from October througn 
Decernber at a ¥/ests1de location. The v1ork \~H 1 bs ccmpr1sed ot 4 1/4 fJO:Jrs a day on Tuesuays ~ 
Thursdays, and aiternate Fride!ys. Salary is $15.00 an hour. Please contact Fr-an Morr\s 
Rosman at  or ( . 

********************* 

HAVE YOU JOINED &JLSC YET? 

To date, AJLSC has 42 paid members. Have you neglected to send in your $15.00 check 
for the 1986-87 year? It is still not too late to get your name on the roster that wm be sent to 
mernbers w1th the November-December issue of LIBRARY liGHT. Remember tr1at your 
membership fee entmes you to copies of liBRARY liGHT. Send your checks NOW to: 

Dorothy Steiner, 5964 Stoneview Drive, Culver City, CA 90232. 
******************* 

AJLSC UBRARY LIGHT is distributed free toAJLSC members. TYPED COPY should be 
submitted to Jan Sherman. Deadllne for the next issue is Frjday. November 7, 1986. 

EDITORS: .Jcran Buchbinder,     
Jan Sherman,  

Permission to r·eprint granted when credit is given to "Association of Jewish Libraries of 
Southern Galifornia LIBRARY LIGHT", 




