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OUR APRIL MEETING..... :; 

A docent-s'Jrvivor from ::he Hartyrs 

Memorial will be our guest, recalling 

DATE: 

TIME: 

tvlonday evening, 
April 7, 1986 
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PLACE: Temple Judea Library 
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PRESIDENT'S CORNER 

Dear Friends, 

If Purim is here, can Passover be far behind? Where does the time go? Busy: 
Busy! Busy! That seems to be the story of our lives, and there is much more to 
come. 

As you read through LIBRARY LIGHT, you will see information about Expo '86, 
the Passover Freedom Festival, to be held Sunday, April 13th at Pierce College. 
We have been asked to participate, Coming June 12th through July 12th is the 
Anne Frank Commemorative Exhibition: "Anne Frank in the World," In conjunction 
with the exhibit, a committee from AJLSC is preparing a bibliography on "Righteous 
Gentiles," and we can all participate in the many other activities that will also 
be taking place. 

In addition, discussions are underway with Ike Heller, Director of the West 
Valley Jewish CoiiUllunity Center, and with Ly-r ..... ""l Goetz~ regard:i ng a corr!lnurli ty--\vide 
Jewish Book Faire, tentatively scheduled for Jewish Book Month, November, 1987, 
We can all become involved, 

Don't forget our annual national convention in Montreal, Canada in June. 
Let us try to be a part of it. We are professionals, and as such are recognized 
in the community as a vital source, a resource if you will, upon which others 
can draw. It is important for all of us to participate, to be visible, to demon
strate our professional skills when called upon and to volunteer when and where 
needed. 

Let us all share our knowledge with others and join in those activities if 
we possibly can. Let us encourage others to forego the role of spectator. Let 
us promote active involvement. It is not not only good for the community but 
also for ourselves. We are a vital part of the Jewish community, Let us make 
others aware. Let us communicate, Let us participate, 

AJLSC LIBRARY LIGHT is distributed free to 
AJLSC merabers. 

EDITORS: Joan Buchbinder,  
 

 

Jan Sherman,  
  

Copy submitted should be typed. 

Deadline for the MAY/JUNE 1986 issue is 
Friday, May 9, 1986, 

Permission to reprint granted when credit 
is given to "Association of Jewish Libraries 
of Southern California LIBRARY LIGHT". 

Shalom, 
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EXODUS '86: PASSOVER FREEDOM FESTIVAL 

The Jewish Federation Council, San Fernando Valley Region, and the West Valley 
Kehillah are sponsoring a Valleywide Faire on Sunday, April 13, 1986, from 1:00 P.M. 
to 6:00 P.M. at Pierce College in Woodland Hills, 

The theme of the Faire is Exodus "86, a Passover Freedom Celebration. There 
will be celebrities and dignitaries, a grant petition for Soviet Jewry, continuous 
entertainment, dancing on the lawn, children's theater, continuous film and slide 
shows, food booths, photo and art contests, a torch run organized by the Pierce 
College Hillel, and much more. 

Sponsoring organizations will be synagogues, institutions and community groups, 
Based on the response to a similar Faire in 1973, 5,000 to 10,000 people are expected. 

One of the "happenings" at this momentous event will be storytelling. Because 
of the unique talents of many of our members, we can show our support for our Jewish 
community by participating. And, at the sa..rne time, ·make them aware of our organiza
tion and the contribution we make, both as individuals and as a whole. 

Through our efforts, children and adults alike, are introduced to, and carry on 
a lifelong love affair with their heritage through reading, listening, and taking 
part in the many activities that make each of us a complete person, 

Please volunteer to take part in this special event, We request that each 
person prepares a 15-minute presentation, using any props, puppets, etc, that 
will enhance your program. 

Call me to volunteer and/or if you have any questions, You can reach me at 
 

--Fran Shuster, AJLSC President 

PREVIEW OF AJLSC 'S NEXT MEETING 

At our April meeting we will welcome Regina Ertel, a speaker from the Martyrs 
Memorial, This Holocaust survivor will share with us personal experiences of 
that historical period. In the light of this year's Anne Frank observation, the 
unique remembrances of our guest will surely be of great interest to us ali. 

I look forward to see you all at Temple Judea's library on April 7th, 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

-- Phyllis Zasloff, 
Program Chairperson 

JUNE MEETING An Evening with Betsy Brown 

MAY/JUNE LIBRARY LIGHT An annotated bibliography on Judaic children's literature, 
prepared by Rita Frischer, 

Acknowlegements: Cover illustration by David Stone Martin from Bea Stadtler's 
The Holocaust. New York: Behrman House, 
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NECESSARY AND NOTEWORTHY NEWS 

LET'S HEAR IT FOR RITA FRISCHER: 

Kudos to Rita Frischer, our past president. She has been invited to present 
a workshop on Jewish Children's Literature in Melbourne and Sydney. On the way 
home she will stop in Auckland for additional presentations at Kadimah College 
in that city. They say Australia is beautiful in April. Go in good health, come 
back in good health, and enjoy good health in the time between. 

MEDIA/VIDEO COMMITTEE: 

Sharon Goldberg, Karen Fiske, Ronda Rose, and Rita Frischer are the core of 
a hardworking committee investigating the feasibility of AJLSC having its own 
professional collection of special materials, If you are interested in working with 
them, if you know of any materials you feel would be appropriate, if you would 
like to do any preview-.i_ng or screeni11g of mater.~ials, please ~~et thern know. i..Je 
need all the participation we can get, 

HELP ! HELP ! HELP : 

Bais Yaakov School for Girls, 461 North La Brea, Los Angeles, is looking for 
a part-time librarian to organize a "disorganized library". The school, grades 8 
through 12, has about eighty students, If you are interested, or know someone 
who is, please contact Suzanne Kest, mornings, at (213) 938~3231. 

TSK! TSK! 

Although it is great to know that your friends have such faith in your ability, 
I do want to correct a monumental mistake in last month's LIBRARY LIGHT. I am 
not the co-author of Shoah! Shoah is a magnificent work (book and film), and 
everyone should become familiar with it, If this causes that to happen, it will 
have accomplished a mitzvah. 

-..Clare Bronsen 

(EDITORS' NOTE: We regret that we do not have the time to confirm information 
that is submitted to us. Please verify the accuracy of your material before 
sending it to LIBRARY LIGHT.) 

OSCAR NOMINATION: 

Barbara Cohen's books have been honored many times, but the prolific author 
has gone Hollywood this year, The film based on her book, ~lolly's Pilgrim and 
produced by Phoenix Films is one of three nominees for the live-action short film 
Oscar. 

Cohen, who was unaware that the film is being considered for an Oscar, also 
appears in two scenes as a crossing guardo 

Molly's Pilgrim is available for rental through JWB-Jewish Media Service in 
New York. 

HUG COURSE SCHEDULED FOR SEPTEMBER: 

In September 1986, Hebrew Union College will sponsor a course titled EXPLORING 
JEWISH CHILDREN'S LITERATURE to be taught by Rita Berman Frischer, Director of Library 

Continued on page 5 
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HUC COURSE SCHEDULED continued 

Services at Sinai Temple, West L.A. Ms. Frischer, who has lectured on this topic 
in numerous workshops and meetings, is a long-time judge for juvenile book awards 
given by the Jewish Welfare Board-Jewish Book Council and the Association of Jewish 
Libraries as well as a reviewer for REFORM JUDAISM, MOMENT Magazine, the Jewish 
Theological Seminary's MELTON JOURNAL and the Anglo-Jewish press. Evening classes 
will take place at Sinai Temple; dates and opening session will be announced in a 
later issue, 

Remember: The Association of Jewish Libraries is offering a yearly $1,000 
award for a manuscript by a previously unpublished author. The novel should be 
aimed specifically at 8 to 12 year old youngsters and should have positive Jewish 
content in addition to universal appeal. Those interested in submitting material 
may find it helpful to survey the existing literature to see what the field already 
contains, 

For addit-:.onal information about tLe cuurse, contact Rita Frischer, t._213) 
474-1518, Ext. 39. For more information about the manuscript competition or 
for entry forms, write to Lillian Schwartz, 15 Goldsmith Street, Providence, 
Rhode Island 02906. Judg~ng is now proceeding on the 1985 entries; the winner 
will be announced before the group's annual convention in June, 

PACIFIC RIM CONFERENCE 

"A Sea of Upturned Faces: How we share our literature and related traditions 
with our children" will be the theme of the third Pacific Rim Conference on 
Children's Literature to be held from August 24 through August 29, 1986 at UCLA. 
For five full days authors, educators, librarians, publishers, and other interested 
adults will gather for discussions, workshops, demonstrations, tours, dance, ex~ 

hibits, and storytelling. Participants will have the opportunity to see and hear 
Mildred Batchelder, Ashley Bryan, Dorothy Butler, Eleanor Cameron, Victor Kelleher, 
Myra Cohn Livingston, and Charlotte Zolotow. In addition, UCLA will be offering 
two units of extension credit for conference attendance. Specific information 
about registration will be available in our May/June LIBRARY LIGHT, 

AJLSC IS ASKED FOR ASSISTAl~CE 

Judith Wineberg, a graduate of UC Berkeley Library School and a member of 
Temple Beth Israel in Pomona, California, has taken on the r:·E~sponsibility of 
the t:emple library and is anxious for some help, The current collection dates 
from the 1940's or '50's and, in general, is outdated. In order to update the 
holdings, Ms. Wineberg would appreciate any bibliographies that would list titles 
basic to a small temple library. Information about nonfiction and reference 
material would be particularly helpful, Please write Judith Wineberg at 595 
Rider Court; Claremont, California 91711 or call 714-624-2297. Thanks!! 

NATIONAL YIDDISH BOOK CENTER 

Thanks to Aaron Lansky, Director of the Natior~l Yiddish Book Center in fuuherst, 
Massachusetts, a valuable book source is now available for people interested in 
Yiddish culture and literature. For information on book donations, contact the 
National Yiddish Book Center, P .0. Box 969, Amherst, Mass, 01004. (413)256-1241. 
For further information about Lansky and his marvelous project, read "A Center for 
Yiddish Books Flourishes in Amherst" by Roy Bongartz in the November 29, 1985 issue 
of PUBLISHERS WEEKLY. 
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DATE 

April 11 

April 12 

May 3 

May 13 

May 18 

May 31 

June 1 

June 

June 

7 

8 

June 11 

,.,.,, June 12 

June 12 

June 17 

June 22 

June 22-
July 5 

June 23 

June 24 

June 26 

June 29 

June 30 

July 1 

July 6 

July 7 

··~·: July 12 

July 13 

ru~ FRANK - CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

EVENT 

Gifted Schools projects submissions deadline 

Art and More Art (Ages 8 to 10) 

"The Children Who Survived" 

Elementary Essay Deadline (Grades 3-6) 

Sr, High Essay Award Luncheon 

Children's Play: "Twenty and Ten" (12 & 2 PM) 

Children's Play: "Twenty and Ten" (12 & 2 PM) 

Film: "Square of Sky" 

Film: "Square of Sky" 

( 1 & 6 PM) 

( 1 & 6 PM) 

Preview Opening: Anne Frank Exhibit 

Public Opening: Anne Frank Exhibit 

Elementary Essay Contest Winner Announced 

Film: "The World That Summer" (7: 15 PM) 

Symposium: Doers of Good (12-6 PM) 
(John Weidner, Pierre Sauvage, etc.) 

Play: "Twenty and Ten" ( 12 & 2 PM) 

Film: "Jacob the Liar" - Gallery Theatre, 
Barnsdall Park 

Film: "The Boat Is Full" (7: 15 PM) 

Anne Frank Remembrance Family Film Program 

Dramatic Inter-Cultural Program: "Children 
In Exile" 

Film: "Children of No. 67" - Gallery Theatre, 
Barnsdall Park 

Film: "Now After All These Years" (7: 15 PM) 

Play: "Twenty and Ten" - Martyrs Memorial 

Film: "The White Rose" -Gallery Theatre, 
Barnsdall Park 

Exhibit Ends 

Film: "Twenty and Ten" 

MAR./ APR. 1986 

SPONSOR/COORDINATOR 

Alice Hayward 

Jr, Art Center 

LoA. Cultural Affairs 

Alice Hayward 

Sons and Daughters 

Children's Museum 

Children's Museum 

Goethe Institute 

Goethe Institute 

Martyrs Memorial 

Martyrs Memorial 

Alice Hayward 

Goethe & Martyrs Memorial 

Friends of Le Chambon & 
Martyrs Memorial 

Children's Museum 

L.A. Cultural Affairs 

Goethe & Martyrs Memorial 

Culver City Library 

Entire Program Committee 

L.A. Cultural Affairs 

Goethe & Martyrs Memorial 

Martyrs ~1emorial & Children • s 
Museum 

L,A, Cultural Affairs 

Martyrs Memorial 
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(Logo of the Anne Frank 
Commemorative Exhibition, 
hosted by the Jewish Federation 
Council Martyrs Memorial, 
June 12 to July 12, 1986) 

As AJLSC's representative, I attended a meeting of the Anne Frank Program 
Committee on February 20th, The following new information was distributed at 
that time: 

1) Shelley Winters has agreed to be honorary Chairperson of the Anne 
Frank Project, 

2) The location will be in the Century City Shopping Center, at the 
north end of thB mall between escalators 1 and 2, 

3) The Los Angeles Children's Museum will mount a production of 
Twenty and Ten, the fine children's story about Jewish children 
hiding in a Catholic school, Their schedule of performances, either 
at the museum or as a traveling company, appears on the community 
calendar highlights printed elsewhere in this issue. For more 
information, call Mary Worthington at 687-8801. 

4) The Los Angeles Unified School District is preparing a curriculum 
for grades 5 to 8 to be used for this project, Contact Lorna Round, 
625-6401, or Alice Haywood, or Richard Battaglia at 625-4177 for 
information. 

5) Logo sheets with a stylized picr.ure of Anne Frank are available at 
no charge, as are posters and event calendars, Because the dead
line for ordering was March 3rd, AJLSC has ordered a limited number 
of these items to be available to our members on request, Please 
call Suzette or Rita at (213) 474-1518, Ext, 39, or, for more in
formation about mailers, logos, etc,, contact Lauren Deutsch in the 
Jewish Federation Council's Communications Department. We encourage 
you to use this logo on any Yom Ha Shoah programming or related ma
terial to promote attendance at and awareness of this project, 

6) Hava Ben-Zvi has compiled a packet of bibliographies which can be 
ordered from the Martyrs Memorial, 6505 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles, 
90048 for $2.50, The packet includes the following: Resources on 
Anne Frank; Children in Hiding; The Child of the Holocaust through 
Diaries and Memoirs; The Holocaust: Literature for Young Readers; 
Teaching the Holocaust: Selected Resources for Educators; Teaching 
the Holocaust to Children; Righteous Gentiles (in preparation); 
Bookmark: To Tell Our Youngest about the Holocaust, 

Continued on page 8 
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fu1NE FRANK IN THE WORLD continued 

7) An excellent 30-minute videotape on Anne Frank may be borrowed from 
the Martyrs Memorial for a short-term loan, or a licensed duplicate 
may be ordered for $35.00, to be erased when the exhibit is over and 
the licensing period ends. 

8) The program "Art and More Art," featured on April 12th at Barnsdall 
Park may be available for individual schools and libraries. Contact 
Joan DeBrian, L.A. City Cultural Affairs Dept., for further infor
mation, 

MARTYRS MEMORIAL OUTREACH PROGRAl"I 

Groups interested in booking holocaust survivors as speakers can do so by 
contacting the Martyrs Memorial Museum (213) 651-3175. Each speaker has a unique 
personal experience to share. However, some are more effective with young people, 
while others have more rapport with adults, Programs are generally a minimum of 
45 minutes but can be extended to one or one and a half hours. Films are also 
available and can be used in conjunction with a speaker. The Museum staff will 
be happy to make recommendations and match speakers to specific groups. 

A WARM WELCOME TO NEW AND RENEWING MEMBERS! ! ! 

GERSUK, HELENE (Teacher-Librarian) 
>'<c/o Valley Beth Shalom 
15739 Ventura Blvd, 
Encino, CA 91436 
(818-788-6000 ext. 115) 

KLINE, ERIC CHAIM  
 

Beverly Hills, CA 90210 
,·~Morrison & Kline Books 
309 Arizona Avenue 
Santa Monica, CA 
(213-395-4747) 

ROSMAN, FRAN MORRIS (Librarian) 
,·~university Synagogue - Kleiner Library 
11960 Sunset Blvd~ 
Los Angeles, CA 90049 
(213-472-1255) 

PLEASE CORRECT THE FOLLOWING PHONE NUMBER. 

FISKE, KAREN ISENBERG  

RUBIN, LEAH ) 
 

 
Librarian (Retired) 

SUPER, MARLENE (Librarian) 
  

  
Congregation Shaarei Tefilla 
1331 South Maryland Parkway 
Las Vegas, Nevada 89104 
(702 ~381'!-3565) 

WIENER, ISRAEL, M.D. 
 

Southfield, Michigan 48076 
Congregation Beth Achim 
Joseph KatkNJSki Library 
21100 W, Twelve Mile Road 
Southfield, Michigan 48076 

CHANGE TO: 
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BUREAU OF JEWISH EDUCATION MEDIA ADVISORY COMt1ITTEE 

On February 19, 1986, the BJE Media Advisory Committee met to review its activities 
to date and to discuss possible directions. As a standing member of that committee, 
I was in attendance and can report substantive progress was made in clarifying goals 
and narrowing the definition of the needs of the Los Angeles Jewish community in 
relation to BJE's proposed expansion of its media services. 

Much of the discussion of where we stand was based on the survey sheets dis
tributed by Hava Ben-Zvi some months ago, These forms were designed to determine 
institutional holdings and needs, If you never returned this survey, please do so, 
You will have no input into this important pla~~ing unless you participate, and 
therefore no room for grumbling later if your needs aren't met. 

Of particular interest to AJLSC members is the following information which 
was shared with us by Dr. Eric Goldman, JWB-Jewish Media Service Director in New 
York: 

1) There are currently 24 local media centers in the u.s. Jewish community, 
all inspired by Jewish Media Service (JMS), 

2) JMS is currently computerizing its media reviews, which will permit access 
to immediate information nationwide. 

3) Although JMS has previously encouraged use of feature-length films, it is 
expected that the video explosion will radically alter the uses of media in Jewish 
education. 

4) MEDIUM is an evaluation publication available from JMS and arranged the
matically in each issue, It is highly recommended that you obtain and use. 

5) When asked which existing media centers exemplify the best in various areas 
of service, Dr. Goldman cited the following: 

Video Lending Toronto Production Boston Lending Library / 

Outreach -- New York 

Informing -- Cleveland 

Evaluation I Consultation I Identifying I 
Development of Educational Material -- Baltimore, 

Washington, DoC. Licensing Agreements -- Los Angeles 

Discussion sub-groups were asked to determine a priority list of important ele
ments needed for a community media center, and the results showed that most of the 
smaller groups came up with more or less the same order of importance: 

1) Inventory and distribution; preview carJability; information. 

2) Evaluation of materials; consultation on choice and use with curriculum 

3) Vigorous cow~unity outreach; encouragement of production as an educational 
tool; providing educational resources, 

4) Actual production of materials. 

Other items mentioned were a union (collective) catalog of community resources, 
but this was not thought feasible unless there was a different approach toward inter
institutional loans than currently exists, I suggested that mobility was a great need, 
either through a traveling consultant or a mobile van collection or both, Also 
recommended were a newsletter and other outreach methods. Most important was the 
right staffing: a Jewish educator who was also up on instructional technology and 
able to serve as a trainer/consultant/technical producer/cataloguer/librarian might 
be hard to find, and we encouraged the BJE to do what could be done to emphasize 
personnel over propertyo 

--Rita Frischer 
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Alkow, Jacob M. 
Photographs, 

REVIEWS OF ADULT BOOKS 
by 

Muriel Moster, Volunteer 
Sinai Temple Library 

In Many Worlds. New York: Shengold Publishers, Inc., 1985, 
240pp. $13. 95. 

As an autobiography that starts off seeming to be just another memoir, this 
one speedily gains momentum. Alkow has always been a multi~faceted person with 
such diverse interests and accomplishments that his story is a fascinating account 
of constant immersion in new activities and involvements. 

From his birth in 1903 in a small town in Lithuania to participation in some 
of the most important events in Jewish history in this century, his life has been 
one of the most unusual imaginable. As a rabbi and teacher in southern California 
he brought innovation and inspiration to many; as a social worker he helped 
alleviate the pain many endured during the economic blight of depression years; 
as a journalist and editor he enlightened readers as to conditions for Jews in 
both the Near and Far East; as an importer-exporter from the Orient he gained 
great insight into fine art and the people there, sharing what he learned about 
the Chinese Jews, their customs and religion. His experiences in the motion 
picture and television industry offer further glimpses of the entertainment 
field, 

His memories of contacts and associations with Golda Meir, Fidel Castro, 
David Ben-Gurion, Eleanor Roosevelt, Rabbi Stephen Wise, Cecil B. DeMille, 
Vladimir Jabotinsky, and many other people in China, Japan, France, Germany, 
Egypt, and Russia personalize much of the history of our times, There is always 
the "Jewish connection," with enough unusual facts revealed to entertain and 
teach the reader n:ucl1 that i3 note~Iortlry. 

In Alkow' s open, honest, self-revealing book, we see him as a man cvho has 
always been ready to try something new, something challenging which would enhance 
his many interests and yet be of aid to the Jewish people, He comes through as 
a person who has lived life to the fullest and enjoyed every minute, At eighty~ 
two, living in Israel, he is still active. 

The use of so many names, places and events makes one wish the book had an 
index. 

NOTE: Madalyn Schimmel, a member of Sinai Temple and long-time friend of Alkow, 
has eight or nine copies of the book which she will gladly give to any librarian 
who can pick up the volume from her home in Beverly Hills, If you are interested 
in obtaining a free copy .for your library, phone her:  
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BOOK REVIEWS continued 

Carmel, Herman. Black Days, White Nights. New York: Hippocrene Books, l984o 
Foreword by Elie Wiesel. Glossary. 325pp. $19.95. 

That the histor; of the Jewish people is replete with suffering and tears is 
well known, Carmel's book is timely and important because it puts the contemporary 
plight of Soviet Jewry into historical context, Using his own experiences as a 
refugee living under the Russians during World War II, he clarifies how geopolitics 
which included border changes, czarist rule, World War I, the Russian Revolution, 
and the communist takeover left an indelible imprint on the Jewish people. 

Stalin diabolically used the Jews to his advantage during World War II; in 
order to gain aid and assistance from worldwide Jewry he appealed through the 
Jewish anti-Fascist Committee. However, when the war was over, he murdered 
countless members. The inhumanity of the Russian secret police, the effects of 
agricultural collectivization, the bureaucratic vise on every phase of ljfe, 3ud 
the treatment of minorities throughout the USSR all serve as background for a 
better understanding of why Jews today want to leave. 

They were likewise cruelly treated for many years by other Jews, fanatics to 
whom communism became a religion. Carmel's story gives us greater insight into 
the transition between that time and the period of reawakening to Judaism, 
peoplehood and heritage. 

Carmel, his wife and infant son escaped from their native Czechoslovakia to 
Latvia where Mrs, Carmel's parents lived. With the Nazis advancing into the 
Baltic states, the Carmels fled to Soviet territory and for the war·'s duration 
barely survived, subsisting on hot water and inferior bread. Their suffering 
and daily hardships, the dangers and demoralizing environment, their baby's poor 
health made it miraculous that they survived at all. 

Dr. Carmel has a down-to-earth writing style, plain, heartfelt, sincere; it 
is, however, his eyewitness account of the callous Russian system and its machina~ 
tions which make this book invaluable for a Jewish library. 

Reibel, Paula, A Morning Moon. New York: William Morrow and Company, Inc,, 1985, 
393pp. $16.95, 

The uncompromising stand of orthodoxy is ·w-ell-illustrated i.n this novel of 
shtetl life, spanning the years 1895-1933, Jewish religious laws in Austria
Hungary in the late 19th century strongly affected Mindel's life; hers was an 
arranged marriage which she entered into most reluctantly, only to find herself 
deeply in love with her new husband, the brilliant and handsome Avrum Leib, 

Through a misunderstanding, the rabbis forced them to divorce shortly after 
the birth of their first child, A subsequent marriage and the birth of two more 
children do not compensate Mindel for her loss of Avrum. She never makes a secret 
of the love and warm memories she has for him. Her endless idealization of him 
affects both her relations with her second husband and the manner in which her 
children grow up judging Avrum, 

How the children interpret their mother's life affects their own actions; 
their feelings color their responses. The reader who has tended to idealize 
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A MORNING MOON continued 

old-world families realizes that many had flawed characters. So it is in this 
story that we see that many were not exemplary Jews, that many made the lives of 
near and dear ones miserable. Hurt and hardship often were the result, 

As the plot unfolds, as the children follow their own destinies, as the shadow 
of Avrum merges into reality, love is both fulfilled and denied. 

This is a poignant novel, a family story of love and alienation. It embodies 
history, human drama and emotions with true-to-life characterizations, making for 
good, entertaining reading, 

Rothchild, Sylvia. A Special Legacy: An Oral History of Soviet Jewish Emigres in 
the United States. New York: Simon and Schuster, 1985, Index, Map. 336pp. 
$17.95, 

Rothchild has made a worthy contribution in recording these memoirs of Soviet 
Jews now living in this country. Divided into sections in which those interviewed 
speak of their families, their work, their education and their response to American 
life, the book provides valuable insight into that segment of Jews who have chosen 
to emigrate to America, rather than to Israel. Additionally, the reader gains a 
deeper understanding of the strictly regimented Soviet system in contrast to our 
own open society, 

In an historical overview Rothchild records Jewish life under the czars, the 
circumstances of Jews during the Russian Revolution, and the hostility and re
pression suffered by them during the past sixty years, It is amazing, therefore, 
that today•s Soviet Jews, coming from a barren religious wasteland where Jewish 
thought and practice have been virtually silenced for so long, have any vestige 
of feeling for their heritage and background. 

No matter how well assimilated they may have thought themselves to be, the 
Jews have never been permitted to be completely integrated into Soviet life: 
anti~Semitism is officially sanctioned; quotas into higher institutions of learn
ing are strongly enforced; their internal passports identify the Jews as such, 
The Soviet citizenry have a deeply ingrained prejudice which manifests itself in 
all situations in which the Jew may find himself: at work, in his apartment build
ing, at school, in communist organizations, 

The regimentation, deprivations, restraints, and threats to personal initiative 
combined with the fact that every movement and action are strictly government con
trolled have caused many to want to leave. Nor are their problems over when they 
arrive here, Resettlement in a new country with different mores, laws, and stan
dards creates a difficult adjustment period, often accompanied by an overwhelming 
nostalgia for Russia and the family and friends left behind. The very freedoms we 
enjoy, the ability to choose our work, place of residence, what we wish to read and 
study, what sport we may wish to participate in, where we want to travel, what movie 
to see, all these choices in themselves present problems during difficult transition 
periods, For many emigres these alternatives cause years of disorientation. Accus
tomed to their leaders being in complete control of every phase of life, they are 
naturally victimized by the society they left and often are ill-equipped for life in 
a democracy. 

The book is a revelation about the Soviet Union and the warnings of the emigres 
about its leaders, policies, and respect for force provide much to ponder over. 
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PROFESSIONAL RESOURCES 

Posner, ~larcia 1-J. Juvenile Judaica: The Jewish Values Book Finder, An 
Annotated English Language Bibliograohy. New York: Association of 
Jewish Libraries, 1985. 97 loose-leaf pages. $15.00; $12.00 to AJL 
members. (Address: AJL, 122 E. 42nd St., Rm.l512; New York, NY 10168) 

l1arcia Posner has responded to the desperate needs of Judaica children's 
librarians and teachers! She has prepared a source book with a built-in 
updating system. \Vhat a joy for those of us who are not experts in children's 
literature but find ourselves working in school and library settings. 

Juvenile Judaica is a printed book-review data base of children's Judaica 
books published 1980-85 (and some golden oldies). It is comprehensive and 
graded and covers popular fiction and non-fiction representing several 
varieties of Jewish belief. Annotations include critical evaluations within 
content sum.mary a_s well as themes, subjec·cs, and values .i The 'values' focus 
makes it an indispensable tool. The books are easily accessed by author 
through its alphabetical arrangement, by title index, by subject index, and by 
genre index (autobiography-biography-biographical fiction-personal narrative; 
'boys' stories; illustrated books for younger readers and picture/picture 
story books; and folklike tales and adaptations of folktales.) Each page is 
a computerized print-out in easily readable columns. 

The author has purposely designed her resource in loose-lea£ for~at so 
that owners can add the updated annual supplements to the notebook for handy 
reference. (Use a notebook with a clear 'sleeve' on the front cover into 
which you can insert the blue title page, and put the white title page and 
rest of pages within the cover -- to make it more like a ''book'' with a front 
cover.) A cumulated edition will be issued every five years. 

Dr. Posner is a children's literature expert, book reviewer for Jewish 
Book Annual, librarian and library consultant, who is heavily involved in the 
Jewish library and book community. \.Je are indebted to her for providing us 
with a wonderful tool for acquisitions, book talks, and integrating children's 
literature into the curriculum. (The author flattered me by naming me in her 
Dedication; unwittingly, I served as a catalyst for this book. Juvenile 
Judaica was Marcia Posner's response to my brief note asking her to publish 
her computerized book reviews because of a letter I received from a strugglin0 
teacher in a very small community '-'lho was looking for a "Jeuish 3oo:cfincer." 
Thank you, Narcia!) 

(NOTE TO CURRENT OH;.IERS OF JUVEIHLE JUDAICA: Posner's first update is 
being printed nmv. :'Iail in your annual update form (last page) and ;;;3.50 to 
Association of Jewish Libraries --to keep your copy current.) 

Grossman, Cheryl Silberberg and Engman, Suzy. Jewish Literature for Children: 
! Teaching Guide. Denver: Alternatives in ~eligious Education, 1985. 
221 pp. $19.00 hardcover; $15.00 softcover. (Address: 3945 S. Oneida, 
Denver, CO 80237) 

To paraphrase the authors' Introduction: This is a book about Jewish 
books--books to read to children and books children can read ... a source booK 
for teachers, parents, librarians of high quality children's literature ••• and 
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a book of creative activities for children and families--meant to bring Jewish 
literature to life in the classroom, informal settings, library and home. 

Ten chapters cover ten themes: Bible Stories, Death & Dying, Ethics, 
Holidays, Holocaust, Israel, Jewish Folklore, Jewish History, Jewish Identity, 
and Prayer. Each chapter explores its theme within the following format: 

1. A quotation (with full source notes). 
2. Overview giving background on the topic and how each featured book 

fits within the framework of the topic. 
3. Ten featured books, fiction and non-fiction, with full bibliographic 

citation, grade level, content summary and the major ideas of each book. 
Three graded teaching activities explore the theme of each featured book. 
Activities may involve reading and discussions and/or projects (e.g., art, 
music, drama, field trips, creative writing) with details and diagrams. 

4. Extensive annotated and graded children's bibliography on the theme. 
5. Extensive adult book list grouped by subtopics. 

And, to complete its "Teaching Guide" focus, the authors have given us: 
> A Cross-Referencing System (6 pp) to promote multiple theme use -- the 

100 featured books are coded for easy access and use under different themes. 
> An Adult Resource List (15 pp) of books, articles, catalogues, publishers 

directory, distributors directory, periodicals, and Special Education sources. 

The authors have provided an exciting basic guide to the use of literature 
in a creative way and as a springboard to other activities, Hith a bonus of 
additional lists and resources that allow us to go beyond its focus, if we 
desire. Librarians will find their lengthy bibliographies very helpful. Their 
featured books were probably selected for activity potential and child appeal; 
3/4 ths are pre-1980, including standards like The v·lise i'1en Qf Helm, which 
makes it useful even if your library is not up-to-date. As an example, the 
Holocaust chapter features the poignant standard l Never Saw Another 
Butterfly; the young children's Promise 2i~ New Spring and The Tatooed Torah 
(with Torah activities); the true story of The Boys Who Saved the Children; 
hopeful fiction, A Pocketful of Seeds and The Devil in Vienna; more intense 
fiction, Alan and-Naomi (Hithan outreach activity toprepare a puppet show 
for institutionalized young children); the biography Upon the Head of the 
Goat; the popular resistance novel Uncle 1··lisha 's Partisans; and my 'favorite' 
Friedrich (with an activity to utilize its excellent chronology showing denial 
of basic children's rights). The Diary of Anne Frank is referred to within 
the ac~ivities--bu~ no~ featured--probably because everyone uses it dlready. 

I hope future revisions of this book will feature: (1) more current 
children's literature because books go out-of-print so quickly and many of 
the titles may no longer be available; and (2) an alphabetical index to the 
featured books by title and author so that those with limited knowledge of the 
literature can find the title without needing to know the theme or subject. 

Engman, a former Jewish educator, and Grossman, an Associate Professor of 
Education teaching children's literature, have teamed together to produce a 
wonderful tool for everyone working in a Jewish school setting. As a 
dedicated and creative librarian who is not a children's literature buff, I 
appreciate the time, effort and caring o£ the authors and highly reco~~end it. 

--Barbara Leff, Library ~irector 
Stephen S. Wise Temple, Los Angeles. 




