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·PRESIDENT'S CORNER 

Dear Friends: 

As the New Year begins, I hope it is one of satisfaction and self-fulfillment 
for everyone. Each of us has a goal and a responsibility, not only to the clients 

' that we serve and the organizations for which we work, but to ourselves as well. 
We want to provide the best possible sources available and the best possible services 
that we can. 

To this end, our association will strive to help our members reach their in
dividual objectives and our collective goal, that of helping each member reach his/ 
her individual goal. Every member of AJLSC is an important member. We all possess 
knowledge, ideas, skills. Let us "share this wealth". The programs and meetings 
this coming year will be geared towards these goals. Please let us know of your 
objectives, those things most important to you and your patrons, and we will find 
the people that have the knowledge, the skill, the idea essential to you. In 
turn, we want your knowledge, your skills, your ideas, to help others. 

I look forward to this year with great anticipation, and know that all of us 
together, and each of us individually, will reach our destinations, working together. 

To you and yo~rs - Happy New Year - may you be inscribed in the Book of Life 
for years of health, happiness, and prosperity. 

Sincerely, 

~ 
Fran Shuster 

AJLSC LIBRARY LIGHT is distributed free to AJLSC 
members. 

EDITORS:  

Jan Shermani  
,  

Copy submitted should be typed. 

Permission to reprint granted when credit is 
given to "Association of Jewish Libraries of 
Southern California LIBRARY LIGHT". 
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PREVIEW OF AJLSC 'S NEXT MEETING 

Looking for something new, sparkling, and inventive for your Jewish Book Month 
observation? Tired of the same old stuff? Your Library Association will solve 
your problem on the evening of October 14th at the Stephen So Wise T~~le Library, 
when some of the leading lights on the Southern California Jewish library scene 
will share with you their prize secrets and favorite ideas. 

Rita Frischer of Sinai Temple Library will speak on celebrating Jewish Book 
Month in the synagogue library; Claire Bronsen, a former school librarian, will 
talk about how parents and grandparents can enhance the observation of this special 
event in the homeo Hava Ben-Zvi will tell us what the Jewish Community Library can 
offer to school and temple libraries, Dorothy Steiner will speak on synagogue
community library interaction, and Susie Dubin of Valley Beth Shalom Day School 
Library will give us the point of view of the day school librariano All of our 
speakers will provide us with packets of materials to help us use their ideas 
most effectively. 

Don't forget to come early for the Brown Bag Supper and an hour of useful and 
stimulating discussion before the meeting, This promises to be an informative, 
valuable, and enjoyable evening to inaugurate the Association's 1985-1986 season. 
Looking forward to seeing everyone there! 

--Phyllis Zasloff 
Program Chairman 

"JOIN US FOR A BROHN-BAG SUPPER!" 

Beginning with our first meeting, Monday, October 14, each regular AJLSC 
meeting will be preceded by a "sup and learn" discussion, Each discussion 
will have a different topic and a different leader, Join us at 6:30P.M.~ 
Bring your brown bag (dairy only, please)~ We'll provide dessert and beverageo 

"SUP AND LEARN" PROGRAM FOR OC'IDBER 14 

"Your Jewish Calendar: What is it and How to use it." 

Rosh Chodesh - One Day or Two Days? 

Jewish Year and Secular Year - How do you convert them? 

Leap Years - Add a day or a month? 

Hand-outs available. 

-Adaire Klein 
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ENTHUSIASM AND IDEAS ABOUND WITH NEW BOARD 

Our new AJLSC Board is only a few months old, but it is obvious that the mem
bers have many ideas and the energy and enthusiasm to follow through with them. 
At the July board meeting, a myriad of proposals were made for future programming. 
Suggestions that were considered include an annual presentation on Jewish Children•s· 
Literature, a program on Jewish fairy tales, mini-book reviews at each meeting, and 
a special interest workshop on cataloging or subject headings. Malka Drucker, 
Maurice Sendak, and Gloria Miklowitz were all recommended as possible guest speakers. 

The Board unanimously agreed to make the Jewish Community Library the official 
repository of all LIBRARY LIGHTS and any other bibliographies or publications. In 
addition, there were suggestions to transcribe an oral history of our organization 
and to send copies of our important publications to the American Jewish Archives 
which is the repository for the national Association of Jewish Libraries. 

Our new publicity chairperson, Claire Bronsen has requested that members clip 
and save any articles or photos about our organization that appear in local Jewish 
or secular papers. Anyone who has new ideas to offer in the way of publicizing our 
activities is requested to contact Claire. 

Phyllis Zasloff has agreed to take over the position of Program Vice-President 
from Martha Globerman, who has submitted her resignation. The appointment of 
a new archivist to replace Phyllis has not yet been made. 

A marvelous Jewish Children's Literature Bookfinder compiled by Marcia Posner 
is now available. Contact Rita Frischer at Sinai Temple for information. Rita 
also has order forms for AJL T-shirts, which sell for $11.00 each. Fran Shuster 
has book award stickers for those who wish to add them to award-winning books, 

Rita Frischer is interested in receiving ideas for theme bibliographies. 
These suggestions will hopefully result in material that can be shared by everyone. 

LIBRARIAN NEEDED 

Temple Ramat Zion has a position available for a part-time librarian. The 
salary for approximately 15 hours per week is negotiable, For more information 
call the Temple office, (818) 360-1881. The Temple is located in Northridge at 
Devonshire and White Oak. 

A RESPONSE TO "WHERE TO FIND WHAT YOU WANT" 

I was surprised to read Phyllis Zasloff's positive report on Brodart. I 
have had nothing but "tzuriss" from them and I've vowed never to use them again: 
Merchandise (supplies only, not books) has arrived damaged, late 7 or not at all. 
When I've returned unacceptable items, they bill me for months and months anyway. 
I've found their customer service reps to be rude, and their policies too strict. 
For me, it's Gaylord or Demeo from now on! 

By the way, may I recommend the ACADEMIC BOOK CENTER for placing orders? Their 
service is lovely, and no order is too small. Also their discounts are comparable 
with larger suppliers, and they have an 800 number to make ordering easyo They can 
be reached at (800) 547-7704 or at 2424 N.E. 52nd St., Portland, OR 97213. 

Fran Morris Rosman, University Synagogue 
Librarian 
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IT'S TU1E TO RENEW 

ATTENTION, MEMBERS~!! 

The new year is beginning. Are you a current, paid up member? Now is the 
time to renew your annual membership in the ASSOCIATION OF JEWISH LIBRARIES OF 
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA. 

Dues are $15.00 annually (fiscal year July 1- June 30), and include a 
subscription to LIBRARY LIGHT which has a wealth of information and ideas. 

In order to include your name in the new membership roster, dues must be 
paid by November 1. Locate the membership form that was sent to you this summer 
and send it with your check to: 

Jan Sherman, Treasurer 
AJLSC 

 
  

Don't delay. Do it today. If you cannot rind the form, send your check without 
it (made payable to AJLSC). 

We look forward to your joining us again and being part of the Association. 

--Dorothy Steiner 
2nd Vice-President (Membership) 

NOTEWORTHY NEWS FOR ASPIRING AUTHORS 

The association of Jewish Libraries announces the Sydney Taylor Manuscript 
Competition for aspiring authors of children's books. A cash award of $1,000 
will be given for ~he best fiction manuscript appropriate for readers aged 8 to 
12o Entrants must be unpublished authors. The story should have universal appeal, 
yet include positive elements and activities of Judaism. For entry forms and 
rules, please contact Ms. Lillian Schwartz, Secretary of AJL,  
Providence, RI 02906. Deadline for submission of manuscripts is December 10, 1985. 

POMEGRANATE GUILD TO EXHIBIT JUDAIC NEEDLEWORK 

The Pomegranate Guild of Judaic Needlework will present its fourth exhibition 
of Judaic Fiber Arts on Sunday, October 20, 1985 at the HUC/Skirball Museum, 3077 
University Avenue, Los Angeles (Northeast corner of 32nd and Hoover). For a donation 
of $2.50, visitors will be able to view a special display of synagogue textiles, 
demonstrations, and a slide show, "Scenes and Seams Judaica"o The exhibition hours 
will be from 11 A.M. to 4 P.M. 

For information, call; 
Los Angeles 
San Fernando Valley 
Southeast Area 
Orange County 
San Diego 
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A CONVENTION: IN RETROSPECT 

The Association of Jewish Librarians held its 20th annual convention in Cleveland, 
Ohio, Sunday, June 23 through Wednesday, June 46, 1985. Why Cleveland, you say? 
No one buys a one-way ticket to Cleveland. But AJL was founded in Cleveland. What 
better reason? Cleveland, the nondescript city on the shores of Lake Erie, Is this 
the place to hold a national convention? Yes. Maybe it was the hotel where it was 
held: The Somerset Inno Whatever you might think, the experience was a rewarding 
one, especially for a first-time participant. 

Although small in comparison to other conventions I have attended, it was well 
thought out and well planned. From lunching in Sindell Library, Temple Emanu El and 
holding round table discussions on various important topics, to holding the AJL 
Awards Banquet in the Crawford Auto and Aviation Museum; from touring the Abba Hillel 
Silver Archives and Museum of the Temple to visiting the Cleveland Jewish Archives 
of the Western Reserve Historical Society, the days and nights were filled with 
interesting and informative sessions. 

The first session I attended was a new member orientation conducted by our own 
Rita Frischer. As we introduced ourselves, we found we came from as far away as 
British Columbia~ and as close as Pittsburgh. The positions held were varied; such 
as mine, a volunteer in a synagogue; and another, one who catalogues Hebrew and 
Yiddish materials for Cornell University, 

The keynote address held Sunday evening was given by Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver, 
Professor of Religion at Case Western Reserve, Rabbi at The Temple, and son of the 
late Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, He spoke of the tradition of Jewish librarianship 
in Cleveland in conjunction with the synagogues. He discussed his work in progress, 
a book not yet titled, and its theme of the oral tradition of our forefathers, lead
ing to the written tradition. He feels people should take "into themselves the tra
dition, the culture". Knowledge, according to Rabbi Silver, is not the bond to the 
religion; it is the songs, the rituals, the traditions, those things that are memorized. 
Books are not as basic as the oral tradition - books define, but are not really what 
it is. The oral tradition is important - it is how a person "takes inside himself", 
Judaism is a living tradition within the heart and the mind. Needless to say, the 
talk produced some interesting discussions and controversy, 

On Monday morning, concurrent sessions were held; one for Synagogue, School, and 
Center librarians, and one for Reference and Scholarly librarians. The sse session: 
"Helpful Ideas for Day School Librarians", was very informative. Three experienced 
librarians, in panel format, discussed weeding, criteria, timing, objectives, special 
books for day schools, the orthodox perspective, including sources and games, distri
buted a bibliography (which I have), and included displays and skills. 

The panelists discussed ways to involve students and how students can help in
volve other students in the learning process. The next session was geared to story 
telling for synagogues and day schools. The panel members discussed methods of 
story telling and demonstrated while telling stories to us. The basic story telling 
methods are 1. Read; 2. Tell; 3. Dramatize; 4. Use puppets; 5. Involve children. 

The luncheon speaker was Dr. John J. Grabowski 1 Associate Curator of Manuscripts 
of the Western Reserve Historical Society. He discussed the importance of archives 
and the understanding of history - the veracity of what has happened. Primary sources 

Continued on page 7 
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A Convention: In Retrospect continued 

are difficult to come by. Someone is needed to manage the ongoing materials. In 
a large community, whose responsibility is it, and to whom do the materials belong? 
It is the doctor's belief that the materials belong to everyone, and each group with
in the community has the responsibility to see that the materials are preserved. In 
a synagogue, the minutes, membership rosters, rabbi's records, and administrator's 
correspondence form the basis of the archives, 

The afternoon session was entitled "More Great Ideas. New Directions in 
Library Progra~~ing", and many things were discussed; i.e., essay contests, 
parents' shelf, bar/bat mitzvah shelf, Jewish home detective game, fiction on history, 
Jewish Book Month, biography contest, National Jewish Braille Institute Read-in, 
authors to speak, illustrators to speak, trivial pursuit game, Temple Trivia Game, 
and more displays for individual holidays. 

As president of an AJL Chapter, I am on a Chapter Relations Committee, So 
that was the next meeting I attended~ We had an opportunity to preview audio visual 
materials and see a demonstration of the Aleph On-Line Library Management System. 

The luncheon session on Tuesday was at Temple Emanu El, where round table dis
cussions took place. The Southern California Chapter was well represented, as 
three of the moderators were our own Barbara Leff, Adaire Klein, and Rita Frischer, 
Following the discussions, we heard Edwin Black, author of The Transfer Agreement, 
speak on the "Role of the Jewish Library in Research", 

Afterwards, we were taken on several tours: to the Abba Hillel Silver Archives 
and Museum of the Temple, and Cleveland Archives of the Western Reserve Historical 
Society, complete with lectures, We returned to the hotel around 5:30 P,M,, and 
by 6:30 P.M., we again boarded the buses on our way to the gala banquet at the 
Crawford Auto and Aviation Museum where the AIL-Sydney Taylor Book Awards were 
presented, The recipients were Mrs. Moskowitz and the Sabbath Candlesticks by 
Amy Schwartz (JPS), The Island on Bird Street by Uri Orlev (Houghton-Mifflin), and 
the Sydney Taylor Body of Work Award to Miriam Chaikin. The R and S Reference Book 
Award went to Louis Feldman for Josephus and Nodern Scholarship (Walter De Gruyter). 
We were then entertained by the Hillel Dancers. 

Wednesday morning found us in division meetings where the past year and the coming 
year were discussed, AJL Publications to be aware of: 

1, 1975-1985 update of Jewish holiday short stories index, bibliography 
(Baranchik); 

2. Juvenile Judaica: The Jewish Values Book Finder (Posner); 

3. Bulletin Board Ideas (Brietman); 

4. Basic Books for Judaica Library (Karp); 

5, Public Relations (Frischer); 

6. Young Adult Booklist (Posner); 

7. Filmstrips, Cassettes, Slides (Wolf); 

8, Basic Library Collection (Karsch), 
Continued on page 8 
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A Convention: In Retrospect continued 

AJL has an information network, and members who are willing to help by an "on 
call" service -· send letters of inquiry to Lillian Schwartz, Temple Emanu El Li
brary, 99 Taft Avenue, Providence, Rhode Island 02906. 

Book Award Chairman, Judy Greenblatt~ announced award winner bookmarks, 25 for 
$1.25. A new award will be granted starting this year - The Sydney Taylor Manuscript 
Award. Rules will be published soon. The basic condition of the contest is: a 
book of fiction, written for ages 8 to 12 with no more than 200 pages. A monetary 
gift accompanies the award, and it is hoped that the book will be published. 

National AJL membership cards will be oversized, suitable for framing and 
hanging in your library (good p.r.). Programming for the convention was discussed 
and recorunendations for 1986 in Montreal were made. National AJL has members from 
39 states, Canada, Israel, and other countries. 

Following the sse Division meeting, the annual membership meeting was held. Our 
president, Hazel Karp, delineated the accomplishments of the organization: 

1. Printed: Four newsletters - "Judaica Librarianship" (our journal) 
Periodicals for a small library; "Juvenile Judaica", "Jewish Values", 
and "Holiday Short Story Index"; 

2. Chapters: New York Metropolitan Area formed; Washington, D.C.; and Cleveland. 

3. Awards: A first for R and S Division; Three awards in children's literature; 

4o AJL Endowment - Sydney Taylor; 

s. Manuscript contest; 

6, Council of National Library Information Association, the American National 
Standards Committee: Jewish Book Council will now be cataloging committee 
of American Library Association. Work in progress includes certification 
of libraries; publication; increased membership. Problems consist of a 
widely scattered executive committee; volunteer, rather than paid, editors 
for the journal; a delay in mailing since New York is the only area that 
allows bulk mailing permits, 

7. RandS Division: 

a. Cataloging committee is working on subject headings; 

b. Awards: Reference and body of work 
c. Pathfinder to be developed and published in Judaica Librarianship and/ 

or by themselves. 

After the closing luncheon, 
seurn on the way to the airport. 
Practical? Yes. Interesting? 
the chairman, Dr. Ralph Simon, 
it an outstanding event. 

there was an optional tour of the Cleveland Art Mu
What a convention! Busy? Yes. Tiring? Yes. 

Yes. But most of all, the people that I met, from 
to those that were delegates were what really made 

--Fran Shuster 
AJLSC President 
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REVIEWS OF ADULT BOOKS 
by 

Muriel Moster, Volunteer 
Sinai Temple Library 

SEPT./OCT. 1985 · 

Gilbert, Martin, The Jews of Hope. New York: Elisabeth Sifton Books, Viking, 1984. 
Index. $15,95, 237pp, 

An official Soviet decree dated June, 1918 and written by Lenin himself reads:· 
'The Council of People's Commissars instructs all Soviet deputies to take uncompro
mising measures to tear the anti-semitic movement out by the roots,' 

Would that Soviet authorities adhered to this dictum instead of assiduously 
making life a torment and a prison for Soviet Jews. Unremitting in its centuries
old pattern of repression and persecution to•·mrds its Jewish citizens, official 
government policy today is infinitely worse towards the refuseniks, Jews who 
became aware of their heritage and background as a result of Israel's success in 
the 1967 Har and made application for emigration to what they feel is their true 
homeland, Israel, are made the pariahs of Soviet society, 

The stress and cruelties they endure as a result of endless harassment, Kafka
esque "trials" on trumped-up charges, loss of work, attacks on their children, im
prisonment for years, result in their living in limbo, Yet to their endless credit, 
despite the attempt by the Soviet government to break their spirits and to crush 
their determination to leave, they maintain their faith and unity. Adamant about 
being able to contribute to Israeli society some day, they study Hebrew with un
believable dedication and meet in study groups to learn Jewish history and tradition~ 
as well as to observe holidays. 

Gilbert visited many refuseniks in various cities throughout the USSR and 
witnessed their courage and bravery for himself. With unbroken spirits and optimism 
despite their adversity, an inability to live freely as Jews or to leave the USSR, 
hundreds of thousands of refuseniks reinforce themselves with the hope of being 
"Next Year in Jerusalem." 

A most worthy volume, enhanced by Gilbert's personal contacts and conversations 
with many of the leaders in the refusenik movement, the book is must reading for any
one interested in providing nourishment to the human rights movement. No one could 
remain indifferent to the plight of Soviet Jews after learning about the conditions 
under which· they must live, 

Reading this account of Soviet Jewry affirms the need for constant activity on 
their behalf, Showing solidarity with our long-suffering brethren is the only in
surance policy they have against being banished permanently to Siberia. 

Continued on page 10 
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Book Reviews continued 

Higham, Charles. 
Inc., 1985. 

American Swastika. Garden City, New York: Doubleday & Company, 
Selective Bibliography. Author's Note. Index. 332pp. $17.95. 

Higham's highly documented, extremely well-researched book about complicity and 
collusion among well-known, influential Americans and Nazis before, during, and after 
World War II is guaranteed to make one show more interest in whom we place in 
government positions of trust. 

Shock waves reverberated throughout the United States when it was revealed after 
the capture of Nazi murderer, Klaus Barbie, that not only he, but also 280 other 
Germans had been given sanctuary, clearance, and positions in this country after 
World War II. Fear of the Soviet Union and communism caused America to bring in Ger
man scientists for research and Nazi officials for intelligence and counter~espionage 
work, often legitimatizing this reconstituted Gestapo with American citizenship. 

In researching the background for this policy, Higham reveals the shocking num
ber of pro-Nazi sympathizers organized in the U.S. during the 30s, aided and abetted 
by such well-known names as Charles Lindbergh, Joseph Kennedy, the Dulles brothers, 
Henry Ford, and nurrterous politically influential congressmen, senators, members of 
the State Department, intelligence service and attorney general's office. Many con
gressmen used their franking privileges to disseminate Nazi propaganda; others accepted 
bribes to protect subversive groups; some frustrated attempts to expose dangers to 
our security. 

After the war, America's Nazi sympathizers were forgiven and were recruited to 
aid in the Cold War with the Soviet Union. War-time criminals and collaborators 
were often favored with cover-ups. Immorality and corruption by the CIA, FBI, Depart
ment of Defense, and the Department of Justice are frightening. Their protection 
and obstructionism, even when confronted with unsavory evidence, served as a conduit 
for many SS men and German war prisoners on the run between 1946-50. 

No one can possibly remain complacent after reading this material. Unqualified 
trust in public officials is an unaffordable luxury. The complexities and ramifica
tions of the folly displayed by entrusted people and the whitewashing of known Nazi 
criminals all provide a great deal of food for thought. While it is difficult to 
keep track of the numerous names and organizations exposed, the profundity of in
volvement only serves to emphasize the seriousness and extent of current hate groups 
which spread anti-Semitic, anti-American poison. The implications are bone-chilling. 
Have no doubt about it. There remains a strong potential for evil men to subvert a 
democratic nation and its citizens. 

Sachar, Howard M. Diaspora: An Inquiry Into the Contemporary Jewish World. New 
York: Harper & Row, 1985. Bibliograpi1y. Indexe 539 pp. $27,50, 

Sachar's detailed, scholarly, prodigious work approaches the monumental in its 
thorough research of the condition of Jews today in Germany, Austria, Italy, Scandi
navia, France, Great Britain, Australia, South Africa, South America, Moslem nations, 
Switzerland, India, Spain, Hungary, Romania, and the Soviet Union. 

Highly recommended not only for libraries, but also for the home, it is a book 
for study, for insight, and for reference. It is of tremendous value for learning 
more about the Jewish people outside of Israel and North America, their backgrounds, 
institutions, leaders, patterns of life, roles in the communities, their identity 
with both Judaism and Israel, degree of assimilation, their values, and their priorities. 

Continued on page ll 
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Diaspora continued 

Sachar dramatizes much of the material by personalizing it through interviews and 
discussions held all over the world. 

Using the Holocaust as his point of departure, yet frequently going back into 
the history of individual nations, Sachar writes of the changes created by World 
War II, and before that, how emancipation affected Jewish people. Acculturation 
and assimilation have strong influence and take their toll on our people as they 
interact with their environment; conversely, Zionism has acted as a cohesive, 
uniting Jews in many countries. 

Nor does he overlook the tensions among the Jews themselves: the attitudes of 
pre-Holocaust German Jews towards their east European cousins and the feelings between 
Ashkenazim and Sephardim. 

Despite factionalism and loss of religious and cultural fervor in many societies, 
there remain a sense of common destiny as Jews and the strong belief that the role 
of diaspora Jewry must be support for and solidarity with Israel. As Theodor Herzl 
said, "We are a people - one people." 

Current events substantiate Sachar's conclusions about the world's endemic 
xenophobia. Yet despite the challenges and threats, the Jewish people cope, re
sponding with vitality and renaissance, For this we thank God, 

Wiesel, Elie. The Fifth Son. New York: Summit Books, 1985. Translated from the 
French by Marion Wiesel. 220 pp. $15.95 0 

In an approach unusual for Wiesel, the turmoil resulting from Holocaust ex
perience is pondered by the second generation, a son who cannot fathom the mystery 
and mysticism of his father's -and his mother's -past. Because the mother is 
mentally affected, she is institutionalized and the son can gain little insight 
into his parents' suffering from her. 

While Reuven eventually shares some facts of his earlier life, it is his fears, 
his silence, his withdrawal at mention of the past, and his overwhelming sadness 
that are his usual response when his son attempts to learn about and better under
stand the burden the older man carries. 

It is only through one of Reuven's survivor friends, one of the few visitors 
with whom the troubled man is completely at ease and companionable, that the son 
learns of the horrors and events which made his father both victim and participant 
during the unmentionable time, 

We learn that Reuven had joined with other prisoners in a plan to kill the Nazi 
who had perpetrated so many crimes on his family and the villagers. The murder 
weighs heavily on his conscience and he cannot reconcile it with Jewish teachings 
and ethicso 

But the son, as a young man, discovers that the Nazi still lives, unpunished 
and professionally successful, It is at this point that the fictionalized action 
and subsequent outcome parallel·that taken in truth by another survivor, Michel 
Goldberg in Namesake recounts tracking down Klaus Barbie, his father's murderer, 
in order to avenge, in small measure, what that Nazi did, 

Continued on page 14 
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BOOK REVIEW BASICS 

All of us know the important role that book reviews play as selection tools for 
librarians. Have you read a book recently that you felt might be a worthwhile 
addition to a library collection? If you have, why don't you share your find with 
us via a book review? The following material, compiled by Los Angeles Public 
Library's Children's Services Department, may be of help for the would-be reviewer. 

I. Read the book and judge it in its entirety. 

A. Requirements 
1. Concentrated attention 
2. Intelligent analysis 
3. Sympathetic or specialized interest. 

FICTION 

NONFICTION 

"It must be remembered that a sympathetic interest in 
fiction does not mean indiscriminate approval. On the 
contrary, library reviewing is necessarily critical and 
must often unqualifiedly condemn; but the condemnation 
should represent candid, mature, discriminating judgment, 
not sentimental moralism nor intellectual preciosity." 
(Haines. Living With Books. p. 132) 

Become as much of an expert in the field as possible 
a. Continued reading in the field (evaluation committee 

assignments help) 
b. Use of reviewing aids, especially in field of science, 

i.e., AAAS, Horn Book, etc. 
c. Enlist help of experts in specialized fields 

4. Do not pre-judge a book on basis of your~ interests or author's 
previous success. 

B. Observe the following: 
1. Contents -- What is said 
2. Style -- How it is said 
3. Assessment -- How true it is 

c. While reading take notes as an aid to writing the review, noting page 
references for later referral 

FICTION 

II. Write the review 

A. Subject of book 

FICTION 

NONFICTION 

~2ke notes of particular aspects of the story -- items about 
the characters, plot, theme, setting, etc., which strike you 
favorably or unfavorably. 

Brief summary of plot, summar~z~ng setting, theme, general 
events without detailing plot. 

Scope of book -- comprehensive, or special aspect 

B. Authority of writer 

FICTION Is this the author's first book~ or is he a well-seasoned 
writer with several books to his credit? 
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Book Review Basics continued 

NONFICTION Does author know his field? Is he able to present it to 
age for whom he is writing? 

C. Critical evaluation as to literary style and content 
1. Style: clear, polished, vigorous, dynamic, crude, commonplace, 

dignified; use of dialect and colloquialisms 
2. Author's success in achieving his purpose 

FICTION Special points for consideration: 
a. Plausible plot 
b, Natural development of action 
c. Simple, direct story line, especially for younger age 

group 
d. Suitability of content and theme to background and age 

of group for which intended 
e. Convincing characters with which reader can profitably 

identify himself 
fo Good story which is not overbalanced by theme, background, 

or period 
go Format and illustrations suitable to level of reader 
h. Comparison with author's other books, or titles with same 

theme 

NONFICTION Special considerations: 
a. Treatment: fictionalized, restrained, popular, sensational, 

scholarly, technical, accurate, dull 
b, Illustrative materials: charts, graphs, maps, diagrams, 

clear illustrations 
c. Presence or absence of adequate index 
d. Presence or absence of glossaries, pronunciation tables, 

bibliographies for further use by the reader 
e. Comparison with other books in collection which are 

similar in inclusion, grade level and scope -- a com
parison should indicate: 

More detailed than 
Different point of view from 
Updated material 
Additional to 

D. Reviewerts oplnlon 
1. Be objective. Do not limit scope and usefulness of book by purely personal 

opinion or interest 
2. Assess value of book to the collection, including special uses which might 

be made of the title 
3. Be decisive• Recommend another reviewer if you feel insecure in your 

analysis 
4. Avoid the flippant or personal remark 

E. Final form of written review 
1. Brief summary 

FICTION 

NONFICTION 

Setting, theme, general ev·ents without detailing plot 

Scope and treatment 

2. Critical analysis 
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Book Review Basics continued 

3, Characteristics of written annotation 

"Every word must acount, every sentence must. be compressed to give 
specific, definite fact; yet at the same time there must be indica
tion or reflection of the color, the texture, the spirit of the 
book." (Haines. Living 'With Bookso p. 137) 

a. Distill information into clear, compact statement 
b. Discriminate between essential and non-essential information 
c. Avoid repetition, e,g., if title is self-explanatory, don't repeat 
d, Re-write until annotation says exactly what you wish it to say 

III. A. Expansion of the written review, not merely a reading of the same annotation. 

Bo Clear logical summary, accented and enlarged by fuller comment than the 
review card. 
1. Bring out the most striking characteristics of the book: factual, 

descriptive or controversial 
2. Indicate special features: charts, indexes, appendices, etc., 

quality and type of illustrations if important 
3. Relate material to author's experience or qualifications 
4. Quotations, if brief and to sustain point 
5. More comprehensive comparison with other books 
6. Special uses: (i.e.) Remedial reading, problems, etc. 
7o Points of criticism 
8. Quotations from printed reviews if important 

The Fifth Son continued 

In both books, sons fiercely determine to find the men responsible not only for 
the destruction and void in their personal lives, but also for unspeakable crimes 
to others. In face to face confrontation with the killers, the responses of each 
man are the result of deep soul-searching. 

Wiesel weaves philosophy with the profane, evil with ethics, religion with re
morse as he develops his plot, making for fascinating, suspenseful reading. 

"MAY IT BE A GOOD, SWEET YEAR" 




