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PRESIDENT'S CORNER 

Dear Friends: 

"To thee possessions thou shouldst look. Acquire a field, a friend, a book." 
So said Hai Gaon in the llth century, and so say we, as we, in our association, 
celebrate Jewish Book Month, 

The fields we acquire are our constituents, be they children, teenagers, adults, 
seniors, or a combination. They are the fields we tend through the services we pro
vide and the resources we maintain. We carefully answer their questions and help 
them find the infomation they seek, We care, and we are concerned, Our fields are 
lovingly tended, 

Through the Association of Jewish Libraries of Southern California, we have 
acquired the friends; the friends that support us in our endeavors, that give their 
advice >lhen req~ested, that lend an ear for listening or a hand for helping, but 
mostly give of themselves at all times, 

We acquire books. That is our calling in life. Our library collections say a 
lot about us, The books we choose for our "field" of constituents reflect our 
feelings and our thoughts, But our individual collections say even more. 

The books we call our own are a reflection of ourselveso As librarians, we are 
very fortunate because of the possessions to which "thou shouldst look", 

We have looked and acquired them all. 

Best wishes, 

AJLSC LIBRARY LIGHT is distributed free to 
AJLSC membe:cs. 

EDITORS: Joan Buchbinder,  
 

 

Jan Sherman,  
  

Copy submitted should be typed, 

Deadline for the JAN./FEB. 1986 issue is 
Friday, January 10, 1986, 

Permission to reprint granted when credit 
is given to "Association of Jewish Libraries 
of Southern California LIBRARY LIGHT", 

Fran Shuster 
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PREVIEW OF AJLSC 'S NEXT tvlEETING 

For our December meeting, the Association will have the pleasure of welcoming 
guest speaker, Harriet Rochlin, well-known lecturer and writer on the history of 
Jews in the western United States and co-author with her husband, Fred Rochlin, of 
Pioneer Jews: a New Life in the Far West, She will speak to us on "Jewish Voices 
in the Early West," an exploration oi diaries, journals, letters, and memoirs of 
the period. 

Mrs, Rochlin, who received her B.A. degree from the University of California at 
Berkeley in Hispanic Regional Studies, has been researching her subject since the 
late 1960's and has published articles in many Jewish and general periodicals, 

Copies of Pioneer Jews will be available for purchase at the meeting as well 
as Mrs, Rochlin's novel, So Far Away, about a Western Jewish pioneer woman. 

Please be sure to mark your calendar and join us on December 2 at Valley Beth 
Shalom for this very special event. 

COMING IN JANUARY 

--Phyllis Zasloff 
Program Chairman 

CHILDREN'S LIT COURSE ANNOUNCED 

A NEW SEtvlESTER AT HUC A NEW COURSE FOR US 

WHAT? --A class in Jewish Children's Literature taught by Rita Frischer 

WHERE? -Sinai Temple Library, 10400 Wilshire Blvd,, Los Angeles 90024 

WHEN? -- For approximately fourteen weeks beginning Tuesday, January 14, 1986. 

DON'T MISS IT!!! MORE DETAILS TO FOLLOW SOON ENROLL~ ENROLL~ 
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW 

AJLSC MEETING 

BOARD MEETING 

CHILDREN'S LIT 
CLASS BEGINS 

AJLSC MEETING 

SHARE-IN 

BOARD MEETING 

AJLSC MEETING 

BOARD MEETING 

AJLSC MEETING 

Valley Beth Shalom - 15739 Ventura Blvd. 
Encino, CA 91436, Librarian: Susan Dubin 

Karen Fiske's home -  
  

Sinai Temple- 10400 Wilshire Blvd. L.A., 
CA 90024 Instructor: Rita Frischer 

Sinai Temple - 10400 Wilshire Blvd. L.A. 
CA 90024 Librarian: Rita Frischer 

Phyllis Zasloff's home - , 
  

Temple Judea - 5426 Lindley Tarzana, CA 91356 
Librarian: Naomi Marblestone 

Temple Akiba's Library - 5249 Sepulveda Blvd. 
Culver City, CA 90230 

Peter M. Kahn Jewish Community Library -
6505 Wilshire Blvd, L.A., CA 90048 
Librarian: Hava Ben-Zvi 

UCLA'S HOLOCAUST DOCUMENTATION ARCHIVES 

After five months of preparation and a 14-month span of weekend taping, UCLA 
now has, on 80 hours of videotape, a permanent and immensely moving record depicting 
the experiences of 57 men and women. 

Included in the group are survivors of ~oncentration and forced labor camps,. par
tisans, resistance fighters, those who hid out underground, and one American colonel 
who led his troops in the liberation of the Dachau death camp. 

The project, jointly sponsored by the UCLA Office of Instructional Development 
and the UCLA Chair in Holocaust Studies, was endowed by a Los Angeles-area survivor 
group called the 1939 Club. The archives add to existing resources at UCLA that in
clude a collection of interviews in Europe done immediately after the camps were lib
erated, and interviews with the community of exiles who settled in the western Los 
Angeles area in the 1930s and '40s. 

About half of those interviewed had never told their stories before, not even to 
their children and spouses, and almost all were at first reluctant to reopen the deep 
emotional wounds, Of the 750 survivors that were initially contacted, less than five 
percent respondedo 

Continued on page 6 
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Nove111ber 7th to 
Dcce1nber 7th, 1985 
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OCT. /NOV. 1985 

An abundance of ideas for Jewish Book Month! That is what was promised for our 
October 14th AJLSC meeting, and that was what we got, Unfortunately, lack of space 
in LIBRARY LIGHT prevents u.s from printing all the lffiterial that was shared by our 
wonderful speakers, Susan Dubin, Claire Bronsen, Rita Frischer, Hava Ben-Zvi, and 
Dorothy Steiner. However, for those who were unable to be present at this marvelous 
meeting, we will list just a few of the suggestions that were made that nighto 

For the Jewish Day School: 

For the home: 

In the synagogue library: 

Have a reading contest. Have students sample a variety 
of Judaica categories, such as holidays, Biblical per
sonalities, Jewish heroes, Holocaust literature, Judaica 
fiction, biographies of Jewish personalities. 

Have children make games about their favorite books or 
bookmarks depicting a scene from a favorite book. 

Have older children study Jewish folktales and then have 
them tell the stories to younger children on Shabbat. 

Have a Jewish Braille Read-a-thon. Feature books about 
handicaps, 

Establish rituals to help your children learn and re
member. Be sure to include a warm-up, such as a song, 
game, poem, etc. Read aloud and briefly discuss what 
you have read, 

Tape voices reading aloud, Create your favorite character 
from a book with dough made from 1 cup salt, 1 cup water, 
and 1 cup salt, Write to a Jewish figure that you admire. 
Play games, Create experiences to enrich the present, 
and you will reap the harvest in the future, 

Have a Reading Relay Race between the classes, 
Have story hours, telling and dramatizing tales of Jewish 
interest, 
Dedicate an Oneg Shabbat to Jewish Book Month, with an 
author, literary critic, or librarian as a speaker. 
Have a book fair to motivate interest in Jewish books, 
Conduct a book swap among the children, Everyone brings 
in a book he or she no longer wants, and then trading 
begins, 

Continued on page 6 
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UCLA's Holocaust Documentation Archives continued 

It was the 1939 Club, consisting mainly of Polish-born Jews, which first proposed 
the video project. Arnold Band of the UCLA Comparative Literature Program eagerly 
picked up the idea and became principal investigator of the project, He was assisted 
by a staff under the direction of Will Eyerman and Ellen Eisenstat from the Office of 
Instructional Development. 

In lengthy discussions, the principals formulated three goals: to create a video 
archive of first-hand testimonies that could be used by students and researchers; to 
establish a monument, through education, to the Jews who perished; and to leave a 
lasting legacy to future generations from those who testified. 

They also decided that the emphasis would be on capturing the survivors' vivid 
memories, "We wanted to catch the moment of giving testimony, the peak experiences, 
with minimum intrusion by the interviewers and no editing of the raw footage," said Band. 

Besides UCLA, two other institutions will benefit from the video tapes. One set 
is being sent to Yale, which has been designated as the national depository for material 
on Holocaust survivors. A second is going to Yad Vashem, Israel's official martyrs' 
memorial in Jerusalem. 

At a recent reunion of participants, Assistant Vice Chancellor Andrea L. Rich 
tried to summarize what the whole experience had meant to her by recalling some words 
spoken by William Faulkner when he accepted the Nobel Prize. 

The 80 hours of interviews will stand as testimony "that man will not merely endure; 
he will prevail. He is immortal •• ,because he has a soul, a spirit capable of compassion 
and sacrifice and endurance," 

Jewish Book Month continued 

In the Jewish Community Library: 

Excerpted from Tom Tug end • s "Testimony That 
Will Endure" which was published in THE UCLA 
MONTHLY in the spring of 1985. 
Submitted by Nettie Frishman 

Dramatize a known, time~tested, and beloved 
folktale, Compilations are available, 
Readers Theatre - 1985 - $3.00. Playlets, folktales, 
hum9r for ages 8 and up. 
Storytelling - 1979 - $2.50, Folktales, sayings, 
anecdotes for ages 8 and up. Write to Hava Ben-Zvi 
at the Jewish Community Library, 6505 Wilshire Blvd. 
L,A,, CA 90048, 

HELP WANTED 

Needed: Part-time temporary cataloguer. Must know Hebrew. For more information, 
contact Adaire Klein - . 

Librarian for Temple Ner Tamid Day Schoolo Four hours daily, Call Rabbi 
Albert Berliner -  

Ideas and volunteers for future Brown-Bag Suppers. Please call Adaire Klein -
8 or . 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITORS 

Dear Joan, 

Firstly - although belated, a healthy and happy New Year. 

Secondly, I do apologize for not answering your note of welcome. I was very 
touched by your warmth. I did write a letter, but on re-reading it, it was unfit 
for posting, You caught me in a depression which was both personal and political, 

About Australia - it has been a good place to live; but since the Labour party 
has come to office, the country has been plagued with industrial unrest, many severe 
strikes because the workers are highly unionized and business people feel very insecure. 
Our dollar dropped in value against the u.s. dollar, and the government has rocked 
with scandals, and the economy is fairly depressed, 

The Jewish community as a group have done, financially, very well since WWII, 
and there has been much upward mobility in the first generation, The Jewish popula
tion totals approximately 75,000. Statistically. 48,3% in Victoria, i.e. Melbourne, 
40,5% in the Sydney area, and the rest in all other major capitals, However, the 
rivalry between Sydney and Melbourne defies belief - resulting in parochialism and 
fragmentation. 

Life for Jews does not centre around the "Temple", which we call here synagogues, 
Jews live in most areas, but there are a couple of "borscht belts". About 75% of the 
children go to Jewish Day Schools - which are very sophisticated by u.s. standards, 
The schools start from kindergarten through to year 12. Hillel takes care of 
university students; but those who do not go on with their studies tend to be neglected 
as there is no focal point for them to meet, Unfortunately, for all Jews the 
"country club" concept has not taken on here and in my opinion necessary but lacking 
in the Melbourne community and probably the same in all the other states. 

Religion-wise we have a liberal strand - started originally by German Jews - Hebrew 
Union, Then there is the very religious Adass, the Mizrahi or what I would call 
"Orthodox" - men sit downstairs and women upstairs, The orthodox is the bulk who 
"go to schule three times a year," 

Zionism is the linchpin of most of the communities to the point that it is hard 
to find money for the consolidation of all cormnunities as such. Lack [?] of 
migration also causes hardship. Once children go through the day school system, they 
are too familiar with each other, and then the problems of intermarriage start, I've 
just finished reading Birmingham's book The Rest of Us where he says that for the Jews 
in America, America is their Zion. I do not think that this can be said of Jews living 
in Australia, especially those of the first generation, 

I thought that the last edition of LIBRARY LIGHT was particularly good, I really 
appreciated very much the "Book Review Basics", I'm terribly out of touch with 
writing except for my shopping list. Also, I would dearly have liked to attend the 
conference, I work in isolation with no feedback except "gut feeling" which is fairly 
well developed, 

I'm not re-reading this letter, so if there are mistakes or omissions you w-ill have 
to forgive me; otherwise this missive will never be posted. 

Sincerely, 
Isabella (Getreu) 
Toorak Victoria, Australia 
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Letters to the Editors continued 

Dear Jan, 

We have received your request for renewal of our annual dues of $15,00. Unfor
tunately, owing to the present state of the Rand/Dollar exchange, the sum of $15,00 
is prohibitively expensive for us. I'm wondering if it is possible for your associ
ation to send us LIBRARY LIGHTS free, or possibly for the amount to cover postage. 
Hopefully, in the future the financial position will improve, and we will be able to 
resume full payment, 

I must, of course, point out that the receipt of LIBRARY LIGHTS is really the 
only benefit that we gain from belonging to the AJLSC, We do find it a most infor
mative and lively little magazine which we look forw.ard to receiving, 

One of our main problems is to find suitable books in Hebrew for: 
a) Our Israeli students and 
b) South African English-speaking students, 

Our pupils range in age from 12-18. Any remarks that you could offer, and suggestions 
as to reliable suppliers would be most appreciated. Many thanks in anticipation. 

RESPONSE TO A RESPONSE 

Yours sincerely, 

Mrs. J. Morris, Librarian 
King David High School 
Johannesburg, South Africa 

As a very satisfied customer of Brodart, I was sorry to see that University 
Synagogue had a poor experience. I have bought supplies from Brodart since 1973 
and have found their customer service representatives, especially Janet Turik, to 
be very helpful, Delivery of merchandise is faster now than it was years ago, and 
no damaged supplies have ever been received. 

In the past few years Brodart•s products have been purchased for the Marina Del 
Rey Library, and even when a "goofn was made by MDR, there was no problem in re
turning and receiving credit. 

--Dorothy Steiner, Librarian 
Temple Akiba Library 

.,.l.,o.l..,.,.1..,..,i.,.,.J..,,I..,.,I.,.,t..,.,t-l,:,.,.l.,o.l••'"'"''"' .. l"'"''""'"'l.,,} .. ..,l.oc.1., .. 1,.,..1.._ .. 1,...,1.,,.1.,.,1.o"'1.,.,1.,.,f4 .. t-1,...,1 .. .,1..,,.1..,.,1..,.,1,..,1,..,.1,.,.1_.. .. 1..,..,1,.. 
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MEMBERSHIP 

Response to membership notices has been excellent. 

If you know of anyone interested in joining AJLSC, please contact me at 213-
, or send a note to . 

Thank you, 
Dorothy Steiner 
2nd Vice President 
(Membership) 
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REVIEWS OF ADULT BOOKS 
by 

Muriel Moster, Volunteer 
Sinai Temple Library 

NOV./DEC. 1985 

Amiel, Joseph. Birthright. New York: Atheneum, 1985. 484pp. $17.95. 

The plot of this book is the stuff of soap operas, as evidenced by the fact 
that ABC has purchased it for a television mini-series: the very wealthy family 
which seemingly has everything money can buy, but still is miserable. Deborah de 
Kronengold's life changes when she finds out that she is adopted, when her mother 
dies, and when her father suddenly turns on her with vehemence and hatred. 

She determines at a very young age to avenge herself and to succeed on her own in 
the banking business. So many of the scenes, the conversation, and the action are 
contrived and just too pat for reality and credibility. Visiting her grandfather's 
bank as a child, Deborah's comments are too astute and unnatural for a youngster to 
make, regardless of her background. Once in the banking world, her every decision 
and move are outstandingly successful. 

Material of a Jewish nature and history and about Israel is meager. Many chapters 
are preceded by a review of world events, showing the passage of time in the characters• 
lives, It is this material, rather than the fiction, which has the greater merit. 
Other readers wanting only diversion in reading will concur with the Literary Guild, 
which is featuring the book as an alternate selection. 

Broder, Gloria Kurian and Broder, Bill. Remember This Time. New York: Newmarket Press, 
1983, Pale of Jewish Settlement Map. 325pp. $14.95. 

There has been no dearth of books written about Jewish suffering just prior to and 
through World War II. This novel enlightens us about the period from 1914-1919, years 
in which Jews living in Eastern Europe were also victimized, never knowing from one day 
to the next what fate held in store for them. Shifting power, changing economies, bor
der battles and, of course, World War I all contrived to make life for the Jew, already 
struggling to keep home and family together, even more oppressive and precarious. Caught 
between the Poles, the Russians, the Germans, and Austria-Hungary, their lives were 
fraught with dangers and insecurities. 

The orthodox Chodorov family lived not in a shtetl, but in a peasant town where 
their neighbors were mostly Gentiles, Catholics and Russians, along with a few Jewish 

Continued on page 10 
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Remember This Time continued 

families. Seemingly, except for the Easter holiday period, they all got along, and 
the Jews managed with the aid of bribes to keep anti-Semitic acts at a minimum. That 
is, until the Russian revolution and the war created an upheaval that no bribe could 
stem, 

The family, four teenage daughters and their parents, don't agree as to which 
side, German or Russian, they should ally themselves. Kala, strongly motivated po
litically towards the peoples' movement in Great Russia, considers her father disloyal 
for feeling that they should cast their lot with the approaching German army. "Our 
languages are similar and we've had enough pogroms here in the Pale," he argues. 
Accusing the others of being traitors, Kala joins the refugees and the young revolu
tionary she soon marries. They struggle to reach Moscow, accompanied by all the 
horrors of war: sickness, death, bombings, fighting. It takes much deprivation and 
experience before they become disillusioned with the communists. 

Reading this book, based on the authors' meticulous research, one wonders why 
more Jews of that period didn't make greater efforts to emigrate, instead of con
stantly wanting to "wait and see what would happen." Especially when there was 
already a family member in the United States willing to send them fares, it is mad
dening to know how much further they allowed themselves to suffer before trying to 
leave Europe, As we learn of the continuous vicissitudes, constant concerns, and the 
degradations to which they were subjected, and knowing what was in store for them, we 
grow impatient with their humility and acquiescence to authority's whims. Yes, some 
of them, too few, managed to dream of Palestine and to leave in time. 

This is one of the more meaningful stories about old world Jews and a past that 
is poignant. Many will identify w~th the family as it finally escapes, leaving 
much heartache behind. 

Edelstein, Dov Beril. Worlds Torn Asunder. Hoboken: Ktav Publishing House, Inc., 
1985. l76ppo $12.95. 

The Nazis murdered one and a half million Jewish children during the Holocaust. 
This is the true story of one youngster who survived the atrocities and deprivations 
of the camps and the loss of family and home. To what extent did his strong faith 
and ultra-orthodox upbringing aid him in outlasting the killing machine? 

As a child in Hungary everything in Beril's life was circumscribed. Despite di".ce 
poverty, education was extremely important. Therefore, in order to be in public school 
by eight o'clock, he had to begin religious studies at six every morning. Beril knew 
the Bible thoroughly and every aspect of his life identified with its values, ethics, 
and precepts. The highest aspiration for his parents and four brothers were mitzvot, 
piety, meditation, and prayer. 

Despite the rumors and reports by fleeing Polish Jews of what was happening to 
their people throughout Europe, it was still a shock for the Jews of Szatmar in 1944 
when the Nazis, efficiently and methodically, rounded them all into a ghetto and from 
there to the concentration camps. Told to pack only basic necessities in their small 
packs, they wrapped their tfillin and Siddurim which were soon confiscated by the 
oppressors. 

Continued on page 11 
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Worlds Torn Asunder continued 

As day after agonizing day passed, Beril came close to feeling that those who died 
from exhaustion or disease were the lucky ones; their nightmare was over. Then, 
miraculously, a pair of phylacteries which had been smuggled into Auschwitz made 
their way to the area in which he was imprisoned. Equally miraculously, he summoned 
the strength to touch and kiss them, if only briefly before they were discovered. 

Praying for alleviation from th~ cruelties and brutalities inflicted upon his 
people, Beril, in a memorable, most touching Holocaust Midrash, imagines a conversation 
between the angels in heaven and God Almighty. They speak of the tortured, afflicted 
Jews, forced to endure a hell on earth. 

It is literature like this, simply told, yet imbued with ethical import, that can 
serve to reinforce supreme belief not only in our Judaic teachings, but also in the 
universality of mankind. 

Reich, Walter. A Stranger In My House: Jews And Arabs In The West Bank. New York; 
Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 1984. Appendix, Maps, Background Sources, Index. 
134pp. $12.95. 

Dr. Reich has made a study clarifying the long-standing, many-faceted problems 
of Judea and Samaria which are inflamed by the 50,000 Jewish settlers and 700,000 
Palestinian Arabs living there. After giving the historical background of the contro
versial West Bank, Reich interviews both Jews and Arabs, incisively questioning each 
as to his thoughts, feelings, and posture regarding that small, but highly significant 
area now occupied by Israel. 

The ramifications and reality of the issues often make dialogue volatile, emotional, 
and uncomprom~s~ng. Both religious and secular Jews have fervent feelings that the 
land belongs unquestionably to Israel, supporting their claims with ideological and 
historical evidence. The Palestinians are equally adamant in their arguments that 
the West Bank of the Jordan River is their homeland and, therefore, they lay claim to 
it for a Palestinian state. 

What hope is there for a resolution to the stalemate that has caused so much 
bloodshed and upheaval in the Middle East? The discouraging problems inherent in 
the conflict are explored in the hope that the peoples involved can reach an accommo
dation that will both meet Israel's security concerns and afford the Palestinian Arabs 
many advantages of sovereignty. 

Reich makes a valuable contribution to a timely, headline-making issue. His pro
vocative comments to both Arab and Jew are designed to tap their innermost feelings, 
As a psychiatrist, he is uniquely qualified for this task. Understanding the human 
values of Israel and traditional Jewish standards of morality and justice, as well 
as the Arab viewpoint of feeling victimized and deeply outraged at the settlements, 
he probes beneath rhetoric. His conclusions are thought-provoking, offering a measure 
of hope that there may still be a peaceful resolution, even as we read of a rising 
tide of extreme Israeli nationalism and generally worsening conditionsa 

For study group discussion, we recommend this book supplemented by Joan Peters' 
From Time Immemorial and Amos Oz' In The Land of Israel. 
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Book Reviews continued 

Vegh, Claudine. I Didn't Say Goodbye. New York: E.P. Dutton, Inca, 1979, French 
edition; 1984 English translation by Ros Schwartz. Afterward by Bruno Bettel
heim. Wartime Map of France. Landmarks, giving important dates of WW II. 
179pp. $14.95. 

Reminiscent of Sara Moskovitz' study of the effect of wartime experiences on 
adults, these interviews with survivors of the Holocaust and their memories of a 
ravaged childhood are likew~se moving, poignant, and heartwringing. Moskovitz' 
Love Despite Hate is, however, more in depth and an even stronger testimony to that 
nightmarish time. 

There was a strong reluctance to speak of the past, the cataclysmic events which 
deprived them of a normal childhood, of one or both parents, of a life with family 
and friends, of school days, of being a Jew, Only because Vegh herself is a sur
vivor and at the time of writing, a psychiatrist-in-training, were they able to 
share their pain and the void in their lives, Often, mentally, physically, and 
emotionally ravaged by what they saw and how they were treated, many feel their 
suffering will be relieved only with their own last breath. 

The overwhelming sadness and touching memories are conveyed, not in long, com
plicated philosophical considerations, but as a youngster would express himself, 
simply, in short, uncomplicated sentences. Many feel their parents abandoned them 
even though some sacrificed their own lives to save their children. Separation 
from parents, having to live with strangers who were unusually reluctant to give 
them sanctuary, having to contend with unfamiliar environments, assuming different 
names, lives disrupted under the most brutal conditions have left indelible marks. 
Many never will live normal lives; their relations with others, husbands, children 
are seriously affected, Many tremble at the thought of a recurrence of killing, 
hunting, hounding people only because they are Jews. This creates a special sensi
tivity to being Jewish, if, indeed, it still has any meaning for them. Paradoxically, 
many admit that the parents they lost impressed upon them the vital necessity to 
maintain their identification with and allegiance to Judaismo 

Vegh has made a contribution to Holocaust material by allowing survivors them
selves to convey, not only the climate and circumstances of their trauma, but by 
affording them the vitally-needed catharsis of talking about their anguish. As 
psychiatrist Bettelheim explains in discussing the need for mourning and then putting 
the grief to rest, these inter"'v"'iews offered vistirns a release. '1Getting it all outa 
helped them come to terms with the realities of their lives and the guilts and con
fusions many experience because they have survived. 

Wouk, Herman, Inside, Outside. Boston: Little, Brown and Company, 1985. $19.95. 
644pp. 

The reader soon realizes that what he is being made privy to in this over-long 
book is much of Wouk's life story in fictionalized form. "Inside" refers to the way 
life was lived among the family in an observant Jewish home, the traditional customs 
that were followed, the Yiddish names used willingly and without hesitation. "Out
side" is the secular world where self-consciousness caused many Jews to react differ
ently, anglicize their names, and in general try to blend in so as not to call atten
tion to their Jewishness. 

Continued on page 13 
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Inside, Outside continued 

As Wouk meanders through his life's experiences, intertwining past with present, 
it is, nevertheless, gratifying to see that the protagonist, I. David Goodkind, re
mains, for the most part, observant; at least, when he strays and dilutes tradition 
with "modern ways" he is aware of trespassing. 

Many readers will enjoy, relate to, and empathize with his stories of the mash
pocha, the old country, Yiddishkeit, and "the good old days," all that makes for 
nostalgia, Others, perhaps, of a different generation, will find greater interest 
in his contemporary scenes about the Nixon presidency and American politics, Israel, 
the United Jewish Appeal. 

As Goodkind matures and becomes a professional, there is more merit to the book 
than one finds in the dragged out episodes of his long affair with the show girl 
whose prime virtue was her physique and willingness to share it. Regardless, Wouk's 
humor comes through strongly. His knowledge of and expertise in Judaism (This Is ttL 
God) add further positive dimensions to the book. 

CURRENT CHILDREN'S BOOKS CRITIQUED 

Leavitt, June. The Flight to Seven Swan Bay. Illustrations by Chana Galatzer. 
New York: Feldheim, 1985, 23lpp. $9.95 hardcover $6,95 pbk, 

A small seaplane carrying fifteen passengers is on its way to deliver a Sefer 
Torah to a tiny Jewish community on a lonely inlet in the far north. A fierce storm 
forces the plane to make a crash landing on a desolate stretch of wilderness where 
there is no food, medicines, or radio contact with civilization, The group must come 
to terms with the necessities of physical survival, and therefore begin to discover 
the beauty and wonder of God's earth and its abundant natural resources. 

The novel is filled with high adventure, the challenge of the wilderness, and a 
detailed knowledge of the rigors of outdoor living. While the characters cope with 
all of this, the author shows how the "world of Torah and mitzvot are an integral 
part of Jews' lives - even in the wilderness," Mrs. Leavitt combines every obstacle 
and experience with a mitzvah and Torah illustration, and there are occasions where 
this connection seems rather forced and artificial. Some of the mitzvot which are 
familiar to the story would be familiar only to children in an orthodox and observant 
environment and would be difficult for the typical Jewish child in a Hebrew school to 
understand, The book includes a glossary and bibliographic citations for all Torah 
passages and references, 

However, once again I think that Feldheim has presented us with a book which 
portrays the lives of observant Jews as being outside of reality, To the average 
Jewish child, it would be inconceivable that survivors stranded in the wilderness 
would become concerned with such things as wine for Shabbat and creating an eruv 
(to permit carrying in a public area), I am bothered by the fact that traditional 
Jewish life is presented as old-fashioned and stereotyped, One of the beautiful 
aspects of Torah Judaism is its flexibility and understanding of modern ways, and 
books such as this one do not promote this ~lement to the average Jewish reader. 

The story is enjoyable and exciting, but it is for a limited group only, 
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Lipson, Ruth. Shabbos Is Coming: Illustrated by Nurit Tzarfati. 
1985. Sifrei Rimon Series. $2.50. 22pp. pbk. 

New York: Feldheim, 

This is a cute story for young children about the week-long preparations for 
Shabbat. It revolves around the explanation for the Hebrew names for the days of the 
week and their ascending order to Shabbat. 

The book is best suited for children in an orthodox environment in which the woman 
traditionally takes care of the physical needs for Shabbat, such as shopping, cooking, 
and cleaning. The illustrations are simple, yet quite appropriate and will definitely 
add to the child's enjoyment of this story. 

--Rachel Glasser 
Librarian, Sephardic Temple 

Warshawsky, Gale Solotar. Creative Puppetry for Jewish Kids. Denver: Alternatives 
in Reli~iou& Education, 1985. 

Creative Puppetry shows careful insight into puppet preparation appropriate to 
specific age groups (K-7), The author carefully outlines procedures in great detail, 
specifying what exactly must be done by both teacher and student, Supplies required 
are listed at the head of each unit, in addition to quantities and brand names when 
applicable. It is easy to follow the specific instrt1ctions that are listed with 
appropriate time allotments. 

The book is divided according to puppet types (tagboard, sock puppets, box puppets, 
etc.) and according to major holidays. Warshawsky gives specific lessons for holidays 
and other pertinent Jewish subjects, e.g., values, mitzvot,aleph-bet. The lessons 
are puppet plays where she includes her resource material--usually records--and the 
sheet music required for autoharp, guitar or piano accompaniment, Puppet stage diagrams 
are included, 

The book suffers from a lack of sufficient illustrations of step-by-step tech
niques. However, the illustrations and diagrams it does have are clear and easily 
reproducible by teachers, 

--Hollie Wine 
H0C Rabbinic InLern 

Mollie Wine's book review is included in LIBRARY LIGHT because its content is of 
interest to libraries serving teachers, As a teacher and camp program director at 
Stephen Sc Wise Temple, Los Angeles, Ms. Wine has been using puppets for years, Her 
love affair with children and puppets is continuing at SSWT, where she is currently 
an HUC Rabbinic Intern. 




