
ASSOCIATION OF JEWISH LIBRARIES OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA JUNE, 1985 

INSTALLATION 
OF 

NEW OFFICERS 

JOIN US! 
FOOD AND FUN 

FOR ALL! 

DATE: Sunday, June 2~ 1985 

TIME: 3:30 P.M. 

PLACE: Home of Martha G1oberman 
 

 

R.s.v.P.  



AJLSC LIBRARY LIGHT -2- JUNE, 1985 

PRESIDENT'S CORNER 

I conclude four years of service as president of AJLSC with mixed emotions. 
I will miss being so deeply immersed in setting goals and directions for this 
exceptional group, but obviously four years is long enough for any executive 
officer to serve. After that much time, energy inevitably flags, and an organi
zation can only benefit from the infusion of fresh ideas and enthusiasms that 
newly elected board members can bring to their jobs. And, of course, such new 
leaders are deserving of a matching level of renewed vigor on the part of the 
rank and file, for they can only bring their hopes to fruition through your 
interest and involvement. 

I am especially pleased with the quality of leadership coming into office. 
I have always thought that a mix of experienced and new board members assures 
an organization the benefits of learning from the past while experimenting with 
the future, And this happy balance has been struck by our 1985 Nominating 
Committee headed by Martha Globerman. On your behalf, I thank those that served: 
Barbara Leff, Naomi Marblestone, Ronda Rose, and Jan Sherman. 

This past year has been one of reduced volunteer involvement for many groups. 
I've heard complaints from sisterhoods, charities, and professional groups about 
growing apathy among younger members and exhaustion among their stalwart active 
workers. As I leave office, I want to remind all our members that ours is a 
group dedicated to improving the field of Judaica librarianship financially, 
educationally, and practically (in functional ways), as well. We who have been 
with the group almost since its beginnings know well how far it has come. But 
we also know how easy it would be to slip back again to ineffectual invisibility 
if our thrust toward professionalism falters. 

Therefore, I call upon all of you to serve your own best interests by helping 
this group to survive and thrive. If you can teach us something new and useful, 
offer to lead a workshop or address a meeting. If you have pertinent lesson 
plans, bibliographies, clippings, reviews, etc., share th~ --without being 
asked -- by sending them to the editors of Library Light. If you would like to 
host a meeting in your library, call our Hospitality V.P. and offer. If you 
know of a good potential speaker or site for us to visit, tell our Programming 
V,P. about it. 

My closing remark as president is a warning: beware of letting the nitty
gritty details of our work encompass you to such an extent that they keep you 
from assuming a long-range view of our purpose and profession. Through active 
participation in AJLSC, you can make Judaica librarianship a creative and mutually 
supportive enterprise for us all. Help us to help you grow. Get involved; 
you'll be glad you did. 

L'hitraot, 

~ 
Rita c. Frischer 
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PREVIEW OF JUNE AJLSC MEETING 

All members are invited to our installation potluck dinner to be held on Sunday, 
June 2, 1985 at the home of Martha Globerman, 10335 Wish Avenue, Granada Hills, 
California 91344. Since it is essential to know what each person plans to bring, 
it is mandatory that you RSVP by May 28tho Martha's number is 818-360-3464. 

Activities begin at 3:30 P.M. Swimming is on the agenda, so bring your swimsuits, 
Adaire Klein will install our new officers at 4:00 P,M,, and at 4:30 the eating begins! 

Please join us in welcoming our new officers: 

President 
1st Vice-President (Program) 
2nd Vice-President (Membership) 
3rd Vice-President (Hospitality) 
4th Vice-President (Publicity) 
Recording Secretary 
Corresponding Secretary 
Treasurer 

Fran Shuster 
Martha Globerman 
Dorothy Steiner 
Hava Ben-Zvi 
Clare Bronsen 
Karen Fiske 
Mindy Liberman 
Jan Sherman 

Congratulations to all of them and best wishes for a very successful term of 
office, We also wish to express our gratitude and thanks for the hard work and 
dedication shown by our outgoing board, Rita Frischer, Fran Shuster, Barbara Leff, 
Reggie Gitlin, Phyllis Zasloff, Susan Levine, and Hava Ben-Zvi. 

SUMMER INSTITUTE 1985 

SAVE THESE DATES!!! MONDAY, AUGUST 19th and TUESDAY, AUGUST 20th. 

On Tuesday, August 20th at 9:15 A,M,, Hava Ben-Zvi will present Reader's Theatre -
using drama in the classroom. 

Participatory hands-on experience in using Jewish stories, folktales, drama, poetry, 
letters, Sayings of the Fathers, and other forms of Jewish literature by and with 
children, ages 9-14 and older. Stories, dramatizations, and other useful materials 
will be distributed, New materials and techniques will be used, 

SAVE THE DATE AND JOIN US! 

JUNE 

2 Sunday 

26 Sunday 

AUGUST 

11-15 

18-19 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION WILL FOLLOW. 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 

Installation of New Officers - Swimming and Potluck Dinner -
Home of Martha Globeuman, All AJLSC members invitedo 

Shavuot 

CAJE Conference, Northern Illinois University, DeKalb, 
Illinois (near Chicago) 

Summer Institute 
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SALES OF JUVENILE BOOKS BRING CHEER TO CHILDREN'S BOOK CONFERENCE 

Approximately one hundred children's book publishers, authors, illustrators, 
librarians, and educators from the United States and Israel attended a recent 
children's book conference in New York that was sponsored by the JWB Jewish Book 
Council. 

During the three hour program, the group heard an address by Jean F. Mercier, 
children's book review editor at "Publisher's Weekly". Mercier reported that the 
demand for children's books has been steadily increasing since 1980 and that the 
public needs to be made aware of what is available. She also encouraged those 
assembled to provide more fiction, biographies, picture books, and nonfiction on 
Jewish subjects for all ages. 

The panel discussion, which followed her speech, appeared to echo her sentiments. 
Stephen Blitz of Mesorah Publications recommended an offering of selective books for 
special sales to Jewish organizations having fundraisers. He also suggested direct 
mailings to the Jewish bookbuying populations in South Africa, Australia, England, 
and Israel. 

Doris Orenstein, owner of the Jewish Book Shelf, bemoaned the fact that not 
enough Jewish children's titles are available in paperback reprints. Marcia 
Posner, a Judaica library consultant, suggested that publishers consider reissuing 
out-of-print Jewish titles of quality in more affordable editions, In summing up, 
award-winning author, Barbara Cohen, who served as moderator, said, "If a book is 
good, it really can be about anything and, certainly, about Jewish things. The 
trick is that it has to be good first," 

Ruth Frank, director of the Jewish Book Council, announced a three-day Jewish 
Book Fair in New York next fall and the third Jewish children's book conference 
in November, 1986o 

--Excerpted from an article by Naomi Kleinberg 
PUBLISHER'S WEEKLY, February 22, 1985 

NEW BOOK HOPES TO HELP ISRAELI CHILDREN COPE 

For many Israeli children the departure of a father for reserve duty - or a war -
marks the first time they have been separated from him for any length of time. They 
are not able to fully understand why he is gone and when, or if, he will be back. 

Although this event has become a national childhood trauma of sorts, parents 
have never really had serious tools or guidelines, other than their own imaginations, 
to deal with the emotional strains, 

To ameliorate this situation, Itamar and Shelly Marcus have written a Hebrew book 
for 4-year-olds, entitled Father Goes to Reserve Duty. The volume, which they pub
lished themselves, because local publishers wanted to make too many changes, has be
come an instant hit in Israel. 

Mro Marcus, a 31-year-old schoolteacher who immigrated from America, got the idea 
for the book during the Lebanon war in 1982 when his son, Yoav, was two, After re-

Continued on page 6 
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COMMENDATIONS AND CONGRATULATIONS 

Yasher Koach to Ronda Rose, AJLSC member and librarian at Temple Emmanuel 
Community Day School for being honored with the school's Aishet Chayil award 
during a special luncheon and fashion show on May 8, 1985. Although it was im
possible for our AJLSC president to attend, a congratulatory letter was sent on 
behalf of our group, with a request that it be read aloud during the ceremonies. 
May Ronda go from strength to strength. 

The Church and Synagogue Library Association (CLSA) has chosen Sinai Temple 
Blumenthal Library, headed by Rita c. Frischer, as ·this year's Outstanding Con
gregational Library in the nation. AJLSC member, Muriel Moster, who has served 
for years as an active member of the Blumenthal Library's Library Committee and 
as book reviewer for the temple newsletter and our own Library Light, was re
sponsible for submitting the paqket which demonstrated the many activities and 
accomplishments of this 12,000 volume library and thus garnered this top honor. 

This award recognizes the Sinai Library's comprehensive services to all 
temple members from nursery school to senior citizens, and especially recognizes 
the extensive public relations program as carried out through double columns 
monthly in the synagogue's house organ, Sinai Speaks. Huriel Hoster writes on 
adult literature and timely issues, while Rita Frischer concentrates on children's 
literature, parenting, holiday materials, and other ongoing concernso 

Additional exposure comes through regular book reviews of popular novels 
and lighter reading which run in the Sisterhood's monthly bulletin. These were 
formerly written by Huriel but are now submitted by Library Co-Chairperson, Aviva 
Ellis-Namir. 

--Rita Frischer 

0 M nday evening April 15 the Jewish Women's Resource Library of Los An?eles 
Secti:n °National Cou~cil of Je~sh Women, celebrated its third birthday. Read~ng 
selecti~ns from works they have written were Alice Bloch, Irene Fine, Nan Sherman, 
Savina Teubal, and Monique Raphel High. The latter read the prologue from her 
recently published "A Keeper of the Walls." 

At the conclusion of the program, moderated by Alice Bloch, composer an~ music 
specialist, Debbie Friedman led everyone in a rousing rendition ~f "Happy B1~thday 
to the Library." Staff advisor, Shoshanna Yom Tov then_bro~ht ~n a_large b1rthday 
cake with three candles, which were blown out by head l~brar1an, Ess~e Cohan. 

Continued on page 6 
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COMMENDATIONS AND CONGRATULATIONS continued 

The library has recently moved to the first floor of Council House and is now 
more visible to members and visitors. Remember that the Jewish Women's Resource 
Library has the most complete information about the Jewish woman. Materials can 
be found in the library on such subjects as life cycle rituals~ both traditional 
and non-traditional, and non-sexist and feminist liturgies and ceremonies. A most 
useful vertical file is available for xeroxing upon request. 

Call 651-2930 for additional information and current hours of operation. 

--Naomi Marblestone, Consultant 

NEW BOOK HOPES TO HELP ISRAELI CHILDREN COPE continued 

turning from reserve duty, Marcus learned that his son was having difficulty dealing 
with daddy's disappearance. So he and his wife decided to write an illustrated book 
for children between the ages of two and five. "The most important message is that 
father will be back, and the unity of the family [will be] restored." 

Excerpted from an article by Thomas 
L. Friedman that appeared in the 
"New York Times" 1-28-85 

FALL CLASS ANNOUNCED 

Hebrew Union College will be sponsoring a fall class that will be of interest to 
all of us - Using Jewish Resources, The class, to be held at Stephen s. Wise Temple 
Library, will focus on materials to be used for instruction and independent study for 
children, teachers, and other patrons of synagogue and school libraries. For infor
mation, Call Barbara Leff at the Stephen S, Wise Library - (213) 476-8561 or (818) 
788-4778, Details to follow soon. 

TWO POSITIONS AVAILABLE -- STARTING MID-AUGUST: 

School Teacher-Librarian, K-5 of Day School - full time 

School Librarian, Gr. 6-9, of Middle School - half time 

Please contact: Barbara Leff, Library Director, Stephen s. Wise Temple, 15500 
Stephen s. Wise Drive, Los Angeles, CA 90077 - Phones: (213) 476-8561 Or (818) 
788-4778. 

AJLSC LIBRARY LIGHT is distributed free to AJLSC members, 

EDITORS: Joan Buchbinder,  
Jan Sherman,   

Copy submitted should be typed. 
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WHERE TO FIND WHAT YOU WANT 

In our last issue, we had an article on the merits of J, Roth, Bookseller, 
This month, three members of AJLSC have submitted information about their 
favorite vendors. We hope that this material will be interesting and helpful, 

--The Editors 

Brodart is only one of the large wholesale houses with which I have dealt, 
Judging from the prices listed in the various wholesalers' catalogs, their 
pricing seems competitive, and I have found their service to be good. On our 
most recent order, we received approximately 75% of our requests approximately 
five weeks after the order date. Half of the remaining titles arrived eight 
weeks later, and the rest of the order (6 titles) was cancelled since the books 
were not available from their publishers, I do not know how this compares with 
other major suppliers. Although most of the books that I order from Brodart are 
not Judaic titles, the few Judaic books which I did order were among those re
ceived in the first shipment. In addition, I had no difficulty replacing a de
fective book. 

To sum up, I have been quite satisfied with my dealings with Brodart and 
will continue to order from them, I could not recommend them for all Judaic 
materials, but for general children's books and some Judaic titles their ser
vice has been more than satisfactory, 

--Phyllis Zasloff, Librarian, 
Adat Ari-El 

Dutton's is a large retail book store, carrying a wide selection of new and 
used books, including fiction, nonfiction, reference, children's books, paper
backs, and hardcovers on just about any subject you can name, I have found ex
cellent children's books there at good prices, and their Judaica collection, 
though small, is constantly growing and often has titles that are difficult to 
find elsewhere, 

It must be noted that Dutton's is not the place to go to fill your order for 
the most recent Judaica or all the latest offerings of the publishers of children's 
materials. It is, rather, a treasury in which to browse for a good used copy of 
an out-of-print title you might have missed or an unusual or rare book that fills 
a need in your collection. 

To use Dutton's ( 5146 Laurel Canyon Boulevard, North Hollywood, Calif. 91607) 
to your best advantage as a supplier, it is best to become a .. habitu~" - visit 
often to look over the current acquisitions, both new and used. Also allow 
plenty of time: as always, searching for "buried treasure" involves a lot of 
digging. Perseverance is important. And don't visit Dutton's with a precon
ceived idea of what you want to buy. The excitement of the search and the joy 
of discovery can make you a Dutton's .. addict" as so many of their customers 
(including this one) are! 

--Phyllis Zaslow 
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WHERE TO FIND WHAT YOU WANT (continued) 

Our thanks to Fran Shuster, Librarian at Maarev Temple and Calabasas High School, 
for compiling the data for this comparison of vendors of permabound books. And 
thanks to all the librarians who have thus far contributed material for this qrticle. 
If you have a source that you would be willing to share, please send your inf6rmation 
to the editors. 

~ 

V RECOMMENDED SHIPPING r 
. ENOOR DISCOUNT r CATALOGING INDEXES J ~d~nE~s ANNOTATIONS CHARGES SHIPMENTS COMPARATIVE PRICES 

Amencan Companies 75 or more 57. K' t $ 
49 

FIRST LAST UNLISTED Last Handful of 
Econoclad Books 100 " 10J.,: 1 5 • A~ thor I · TI TI.ES Mi'SSiQll. _--Px.ya 
P,O, 1777 200 " 20' Full T1.tle 
Topeka, Kansas 66601 25 or more processing Devey Cate~ories 

same ti t2lh $, 99 _lly age level 
Sets 

Demeo 
Demeo Bound Books 
Box 7488 
Madison, Wisconsin 53707 

Durac1ad Books 
Box 82 
La Belle, Missouri 63447 

E1ducationdCenter, Inc. !lara Boun IJool<.s 
1406 Hi 11 Street 
Greensboro, North Carolina 

29408 

Follett Library Book Company 

75 or more 5?; 
100 .. 107. 

10 " same 107. 
20 " 20% 

50 or mor.P. 
10% 

200 .. 22% 
25 " same 

20% 

100 or more 
10% 

200 or more 
201. 

25 same 207. 

Follett Dembinds I Net 
4506 Northwest Highway 
Crystal Lake, Illinois 60014 

- -1---

Hertzberg-New Hethod, Inc, 25 or more 
Perma Bound Books same 201. 
Vandalia Road 100 or more 
Jacksonville, Illinois 62650 101. 

--------1-------· .... -. 
Perfection Form Company 
Cover Craft Books 
1000 North Second Avenue 
Logan, Iowa 51546 

Toll free (800) 831-4190 

10 or more 
20% 

200 .. 221. 

Kits $,49 
Full 
processing 

$,89 

, Kits $,49 
Full 
processing 

$,75 

Kits $,69 
Full 
processing 

$,99 

Author 
Title 
Category 
Sets 

Author 
Title 
Grade level 

Author 
Title 
Categories 
Sets 

Kits $,53 I Title 
(to 12-31 Category 

$,33) Sets 

full $ 79 Pr n ed pock-
_ets ry__r::._ ___ t_ _ __ _ 

Kits $,51 Author 
Full Title 
processing 

$, 91 
Categories 
Sets 

___ .. ______ --~ -- ________ , __ ..,; ... 

Kits $,59 Author 
Title 

Sundance 
Sunbind Books 

-----;--2~5 or-~m=o~r~e~-t-------------+---------------------
Not avail
able 

Title 
Categories 
Sets 

20% 

Newton Road 250 25% 

Littleton, Mass, 01460 

Yes No Added 

--- ........ J.---- .. --

Yes No Added 

1-

Yes Yes Added 

1--
Yes Yes Added 

Yes No Free 

~-----~ ----!--.... -- .... - ·-----1---.---.. --

Yes Yes Added 

No Yes Added 

10 
days 

Irruned, 

30 45-90 
days days 

75 
days 

10 30 
days days 

14 
days 

Within 
30 days 

---· -- -··- ·-------- -- .J..._ __ 

Within W/in 
5 working 30 
days working 

30 
days 

days 

45-90 
days 

$5,65 

$5,45 

$5,65 

$5,25 

$5.66 

$5,50 

$5.10 

$5,40 

$5,20 

.. 
$5.40 

Not listeC: 

$5.38 

\ 
Not listed 

$4.85 

No 
------+- Ad:~---- I ----- 'I" $5,10 

t----- ·--- --4--------·· 

No $5.10 

.\ 

(Price of book plus 
$2,65 to Sunbind) 
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WHERE TO FIND WHAT YOU WANT continued 

Baker and Taylor 

I have a strong preference for dealing with Baker and Taylor. Their School 
Selection Guide for Grades K-12 greatly facilitates my selection and ordering of 
books, They are a "jobber", dealing with almost any publisher that uses normal 
wholesale channels. They claim that they can order almost any book in print, 
Phone orders ( (800) 648-3944 ] are accepted once an account has been established. 

Baker and Taylor offers a Quotation Service. One can submit a list of books 
for a price quote and to check availability. A computerized print-out of the 
order quotes prices in advance and guarantees them for 60 days. The company 
also offers "Do-Not-Exceed" ordering which allows the customer to specify an 
amount that should not be exceeded in filling the order, Considerable discounts 
depend on the size and frequency of orders, but mostly on the publisher from 
which one is ordering, Kits are available with or without processing for most 
bookso One can make specifications with regard to format. 

When I have ordered just a few titles that are in stock, I sometimes re
ceived them within a week or two. With a larger order, shipments varied from 
a few weeks to a montho The balance of the order often arrived two to three 
months later, Generally, I have been satisfied with their ability to fill my 
orders. Of 161 books ordered last year, I received 149, 

Primarily because of Baker and Taylor's catalog, I choose to do business 
with them. Features of the catalog include: 

Titles published within the last three years that have been judged among 
the best for school libraries by school librarians. 

Annotations for each title give a brief description of each book as well 
as the approximate grade level, 

Titles are rated 1, 2, or 3 for purchase priority recommendation. 

Separate sections are provided for Elementary, Middle School, and High 
School books for both fiction and non-fiction, Non-fiction books 
are arranged by Dewey Decimal classification. 

Additional sections detail the most recent Children's and YA titles, 
Newbery and Caldecott award and honor books, reference books, 
special topics (eog. computers, holidays, poetry), recommended 
series and sets, paperbacks, and budget books. 

An author/title index at the back can also be used as an order form, 

The following information is a part of the title listing: Author, Title, 
Dewey #, Purchase Priority #, Recommended Grade Level, Publisher & 
Publication Date, Brief Annotation, Publisher List Price, ISBN, Review 
Sources in code (e.g. SLJ for School Library Journal). 

By contrast, I have found the following flaws in other catalogs: 

Follett - not as well organized; somehat confusing format; no table of con
tents; titles not annotated; no Dewey numberso 

Brodart - elementary, middle school, and high school titles are all mixed 
together; most titles are not annotated; no source listed for 
recommendations; not nearly as extensive a listing as Baker & 
Tayloro 

- Karen Fiske, Librarian 
Akiba Academy 
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REVIEWS OF ADULT BOOKS 
by 

Muriel Moster, Volunteer 
Sinai Temple Library 

JUNE, 1985 

Abram, Morris B, 
280pp. Index. 

The Day Is Short. New York: Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 1982. 
Photographs. $14.95. 

Abram's autobiography is of interest both as a record of a contemporary 
activist's career and as a testament to the spirit and determination of a 
man who was diagnosed twelve years ago as having incurable leukemia. An 
attorney involved in many political, social and human rights movements with 
a close working relationship with government leaders, Abram also served as 
president of Brandeis Universityo He succeeded its founder, Abram Sachar, who 
did not easily relinquish control and influence over the prestigious school, 

Abram's resolution of the problems presented by black student activists in 
the 60's, his law cases with adversaries like Governor Nelson Rockefeller of 
New York, his service at the United Nations as America's representative on the 
human rights commission all attest to his brilliance and humanitarianism. Al
though his Jewish education was meager, Abram has an abiding interest in the 
affairs of our people and has distinguisehed himself as president of the American 
Jewish Committee. His audience with Pope Paul VI was the culmination of his 
struggle to have the Catholic Church rescind its policy of blaming the Jewish 
people for the crucifixion of Jesus. The meeting resulted in the Vatican's 
statement regarding the absurdity of the deicide charge. 

Equally impressive and moving is the account of his illness, the suffering, 
the treatments, the anguish he endured. Occurring at a time in his life when 
he had separated from his wife of thirty years, his concern for his five children 
and his love for a former sweetheart added to his will to live and conquer his 
powerful disease. 

Reading about Abram's participation in headline~aking events gives us greater 
understanding of their importance. We gain inspiration, as well, from learning 
about his amazing medical history and survival. 

Karmel-Wolfe, Henia. Marek and Lisa. New York: Dodd, Mead & Company, 1984o 
248PPo $15.95. 

This holocaust novel of a young couple, newly married, then separated, 
managing to survive despite great suffering, tells of their search for one 
another after war's end. Alternating between present circumstances and past 
events, we suffer first with one, then the other, as each despairs of the other's 
survival. The excitement builds up as they come close to missing one another 
and each prepares to escape the still Jew-hating villagers and environment, 

Continued on page 11 
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Marek and Lisa continued 

That Marek and Lisa seem very real to the reader is a tribute to Karmel
Wolfe's writing, for one becomes caught up in their struggles for survival and 
reunion, The author writes with sensitivity; allusion to concentration camp 
suffering is brief, but sufficient. And the conclusion to this story, which 
could be true, is uplifting, This, unfortunately, cannot be the case in most 
holocaust writing. 

Kashner, Rita, To the Tenth Generation. New York: G.P. Putnam's Sons, 1984. 
378pp. $17.95. 

Being raised on a kibbutz, with its egalitarian standards, has affected 
different people in different ways. Rachaeli thoroughly resented the communal 
life; growing up with other children who shared not only her possessions, but 
also her parents, was a condition to which she was never able to reconcile her
self. She never felt anything or anyone really was exclusively hers. 

Marrying at a young age and moving to the city, she bore two sons. Intolerant 
of her husband's attachment to these children, she determines to bear a child 
who will belong solely to her. 

Having an affair with a fellow musician gives her the son she wants to be 
hers alone. Divorcing her husband and not telling her lover that he has fathered 
the child, she has complete possession of Dani. Despite knowing that in the 
interpretation of Israeli religious law, he is a bastard and will always bear 
the consequences, suffering "to the lOth generation," being permitted to marry 
only another "mamzer," and halachally never able to have his own child, except 
through adoption, Rachaeli confidently takes all this in stride as she raises 
him. 

The reader can easily become annoyed with her at times: how does a mother 
think she can ever truly "own" a child and exclude everyone else from his 
life forever? We criticize Rachaeli for her unnatural attitude, Both her hus
band and her lover are willing to accept the child and help raise him. What 
woman wouldn't be delighted to have a responsible father for her child? But 
we come to reconcile ourselves to the complexities of her makeup. 

The innocent child accepts the stigma, the loneliness, the pain; his case 
is a cause celebre throughout Israel. It is a tribute to his character that 
he cashes in on it, making the most of the label given him by seeking out other 
disadvantaged youngsters to help and befriend. The effect his status has on him 
in the army, as a young man fun love, in all his relationships, is unique. 

Kashner has written an excellent novel, treating the subject of mamzerim 
in an engrossing, in-depth manner. Her characterizations are remarkable. In
cluded in the plot are other realities exemplifying Israel~ life. These include 
its diverse peoples, its Holocaust survivors, the starkness of contemporary 
conditions, its army life and wars, its young people in love. This work by a 
most talented writer and a keen observer of human nature is very highly recommended. 

Kugelmass, Jack & Boyarin, Jonathan, Translators and Editors. 
Garden. New York: Schocken Books, 1983. Geographical Index 
by Zachary M. Baker. Photographs. 275pp. $18.95. 

From a Ruined 
and Bibliography 

Continued on page 12 
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From a Ruined Garden continued 

Subtitled "The Memorial Books of Polish Jewry", this book could be extremely 
depressing; it becomes, instead, a vitally important testament to a lost past, 

· affirming the preciousness of another civilization and reminding us what has been 
bequeathed to us, 

In a lengthy, valuable introduction, we learn that the selections in this 
book are ovbased on a perusal of the Polish-Jewish memorial book literature 
in Yiddish." After World War II, memorial books became the major cultural 
focus of landsmanshaftn, They served as a substitute for the graves that could 
not be visited or the tombstone before which one could not pray; they served as 
a catharsis for the survivors; they were the memorials to the lost communities 
and families, Memorial books were well-researched, written with dedication, 
love, and close attention to detail and were felt to be an obligation owed to 
the dead. 

Divided into sections, material covers the pivotal events of shtetl life: 
working conditions, market day, associations with non-Jewish neighbors, Polish 
leaders, peasants and nobles, holiday celebrations, political events, life in 
the towns, Separated are the Holocaust memories of the remnant who survived 
and the stories of cruel welcomes received by the few who straggled back to 
their villages to see if any other family members had returned. 

Nostalgia mingles with reality. Stories range from simple to complex. They 
are revealing, arresting, compelling, All are a link to our past and serve as 
a poignant memorial to the Six Million and the hold they will always have on 
our Jewish conscience. 

Potok, Chaim, Davita's Harp. New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1985. 37lpp. $16.95, 

Potok has authored another winning novel, beautifully written and portraying 
characters with sensitivity, humaneness and depth, His protagonist is a young 
girl, a first in his books, 

Davita is the daughter of a Gentile father and a Jewish mother who no longer 
feels close to her European Orthodox background. Intellectuals, writers, communists, 
their interests are the world of the underdog, the disenfranchised, the suffering, 
Thus it was that their young daughter grew up in the 1930s conscious of a world 
in which death, destruction, and disappointment were paramount. 

Reading her father's newspaper reports from Spain during the Spanish Civil 
War and hearing the discussions of her mother's friends during the constant meet
ings in their apartment instilled in the child an awareness of people, places, 
and events and an interest in the world that usually come only with greater 
maturity. 

As a very small child she was a wanderer, so it was natural that her curiosity 
led her to follow a friend to the synagogue, to peek in and ultimately to want 
to participate in services. When her mother found out that she was also being 
given books about Jesus Christ from her religious aunt, her only comment was, 
"You'll find your own way." 

And so Davita does find her own way through the sorrow and pathos of her life, 
with the help of a probing, analytical mind, The manner in which she resolves the 
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Romm, J, Leonard. The Swastika on the Synagogue Door: a Lazarus Family Mystery. 
Illustrated by Kathleen F. Marks. Chappaqua, N,Y.: Rossel Books, cl984. 
$6. 95pb. 

Along with their rabbi and a Holocaust survivor, a teenage brother and sis
ter try to track down those who defaced their Long Island synagogue. First 
book in a projected "Lazarus Family Mysteries" series to be authored by 
Rabbi Romm. Ages 10-14. 
YA Fie Rom 1. MYSTERIES. 2. ANTI-SEMITISM--FICTION. I. Title 

Roseman, Kenneth. All in My Jewish Family. Photographs by Arthur Leipzig. 
New York: Union of American Hebrew Congregations, cl984. $3.95pb, 

Text and photographs describe many different Jewish children, all of whom, 
however different, are part of the "Jewish Family," Ages 4-8. 
j6l0 Ros 1. COMMUNITY LIFE--FICTION. I. Title. 

Rossoff, David. Growing Up: A Bar Mitzvah Story. New York: Feldheim Publishers, 
cl984, $14.50. 

Told from an orthodox family's viewpoint, this storybook includes an out
line of Maimonides' 13 principles of faith, a special handbook section on 
tefillin (also available printed separately), and an examination of the 
values surrounding modern style Bnai Mitzvah celebrations. 
222.3 Ros 1, BAR MITZVAH AND BAT MITZVAH. 2, TEFILLIN. 3. THIRTEEN 
ARTICLES OF FAITH. I. Title. 

Sherman, Eileen. The Odd Potato: A Chanukah Story. Illustrated by Katherine 
Janus Kahn. Rockville,MD, Kar-Ben Copies, cl984. $9.95 he, $4.95 pb. 

Rachel is determined to get her newly ividowed father to celebrate 
Hanukkah with her, and she does, with the help of a strangely gnarled 
potato. 'Ages 4-9. 
j247.5 She 1. HANUKKAH--SHORT STORIES. I. Title. 

Singer, Isaac Bashevis. Stories for Children. New York: Farrar, Straus and 
Giroux, cl984. $13.95, 

Among these children's stories by I.B. Singer are a number appearing for 
the first time in book format. 
563 Sin Sto 1. SINGER, ISAAC BASHEVIS, 2, YIDDISH LITERATURE. 3. SHORT 
STORIES--COLLECTIONS. I. Title. 

Spero, Moshe HaLevi. Zeydeh. Illustrated by Marilyn Hirsh. New York: Simcha 
Publishing Company, cl984. $8.95. 

Though set in an Orthodox family where resurrection and Moshiach are em
phasized and only men count in the minyan, etc., this is a valuable book. 
Can be used in any denomination with suitable explanations of differences 
in custom and belief. Ages 6-10. 
j613 Spe 1, DEATH, 2. GRANDPARENTS, I. Hirsh, Marilyn. II. Title. 

Tamar, Erika. Good-Bye Glamour Girl. New York: J.B. Lippincott, cl984. $12.50. 
Liesl, a refugee from Nazi-occupied Vienna arrives in New York with her 
parents, determined to become as glamorous and famous as her movie star 
idol, Rita Hayworth. But her involvement with delinquent Billy Laramie 
almost leads her toward a far different future. Little Jewish content 
other than references to family left in Europe and basic values. 
YA Fie Tam I. Title. 

Continued on page 14 
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Trupin, Sophie. Dakota Diaspora: Memoirs of a Jewish Homesteader. Berkeley, CA, 
Alternatives Press, cl984. $7.95pb. 

Issued as an adult book, but young adults will learn a lot from this spunky 
young girl's years in a sod house on the Dakota plains. Especially good on 
transmitting the gap between her father's ambitions and her mother's ex
pectations, and the effect of the resultant constant friction on young 
Sophie's childhood. 
766.3 Tru l. TRUPIN, SOPHIE. 2. UNITED STATES--IMMIGRATION AND EMIGRATION. 
3. NORTH DAKOTA--BIOGRAPHY. I. Title. 

Vinke, Hermann. The Short Life of Sophie Scholl. Translated from the German by 
Hedwig Pachter. New York: Harper and Row, cl984. $10.95. 

The biography of a 21-year-old German student killed for her anti-Nazi 
activities in the underground resistance group called the White Rose. 
799 SCH Vin 1. SCHOLL, SOPHIE, 1921-1943. 2. WORLD WAR, 1939-1945-
GERMANY--BIOGRAPHY. Io Title. 

Waskow, Arthur. Before There Was a Before. Illustrated by Amnon Danziger. New 
York: Adama Books, cl984. $8.95. 

A very different version of the creation story expressed by the author and 
his two children. Illustrated in black and white. 
x020.9 Was 1. CREATION--STORIES. I. Waskow, David, 1964-. II. Waskow, 
Shoshana, 1967-. 

Wolman, Benjamin. The Diary of Mordekhai Ben-Yosef. New York: Schocken Books, 
cl984. $13.95. 

A novel in diary form, telling the story of a 15-year-old Yeminite Jew in 
Israel during the year beginning with the Yom Kippur War and ending with 
the terrorist raid on Ma'alot. 
YA Fie Wol 1. ISRAEL--FICTION. I. Title. 

Wurtzel, Yehuda. Lights: A Fable About Hanukah. Based on Gesher's animated 
television special. Illustrated by Noam Nadav. Chappaqua, NY: Ressel 
Books, cl984. $10.95. 

The people of Jerusalem, under great duress, manage to keep their lights 
from destruction by Greek invaders. 
j247.5 Wur 1. HANUKKAH--SHORT STORIES. I. Wurtzel, Sara, jt. author. 
II. Nadav, Noam, Illus. III. Gesher I Jerusalem Productions. IV. Lights 
(Motion Pictures). v. Title. 

ADDITIONAL TITLES NOT EXAMINED 

Ashabranner, Brent. Gabriel and Jemel: Two Boys of Jerusalem. Photos by Paul 
Conklin. New York: Dodd, Mead, cl984. $10.95. 

Study of two boys, one Arab and one Jewish, in the Old City of Jerusalem. 
Ages 8-12. 

Atkinson, Linda. In Kindling Flame: The Sto~ of Hannah Senesh, 1921-1944. 
New York: Lothrop, Lee and Shepard, cl984. $11.95. 

Account of the life and death of the young poet and Palestinian, who 
parachuted into Europe to lead resistance movements during World War II, 
was caught and executed. Includes excerpts from her diary and letters. 

Hewitt, Kathryn. Two By Two: the Untold Story. NewYork: Harcourt, Brace, 
Jovanovich, cl984. $12.95. . 

A tale of Noah's journey envisioned as the ultimate cruise with capta~n 
Noah as travel agent and entertainment director tor the animals. Ages 4-8. 




