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DIRECTIONS: San Diego Freeway 
Exit at Mulholland, 
Turn left; Then bear 
Right onto Mulholland, 
Turn right onto Casiano 
And left onto Stephen 
Wise Drive, Library 
Is first building on 
Left as you drive up 
Stephen Wise Drive, 

Library is on second level, 
Even with parking lot, 

SUBJECT: JEWISH CHILDREN'S BOOKS -
WHAT'S NEW? WHAT'S GOOD? 

SPEAKER: Rita C, Frischer, 
Director of Library Services 
Sinai Temple, Los Angeles 

DATE: Monday evening, 
February 4, 1985 

TIME: 7:30PM (Come at 7:00 
for coffee & dessert) 

PLACE: Stephen S, Wise Temple Library 
15500 Stephen S, Wise Drive 

Los Angeles 

PHONE: (213) 476-8561; (818) 788-4778 
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PRESIDENT'S CORNER 

This month's message will be mercifully brief for I have taken more than my 
share of space elsewhere in this issue, giving you the second half of my con
vention report on AJL Atlanta 1984, Besides, I don't have time to talk to you. 
I'm up to my ears in children's books, which I must finish rereading and evalua
ting as candidates for the JWB-Jewish Book Council's National Book Award for 
Children's Literature, Serving as coordinator of the judges for this award is 
a fascinating chore, very time consuming but well worthwhile. Every day is like 
Chanukah when the books start arriving from the publishers; and although many of 
them are a disappointment, hope springs eternal, and there is always a special 
excitement when opening a new work, 

I'm looking forward to sharing some of that excitement with all of you during 
our upcoming meeting at Stephen S, Wise Temple on February 4th when I will display 
this year's crop of new titles and talk about the best (and the worst) to be found 
among them, We will talk about some "oldies but goodies" as well, and I plan to 
share some book lists for your future use. Maybe we can brainstorm, too, on what 
each of you can do to help encourage publication of quality books of Jewish interest 
for children. I have the distinct impression, though I haven't gone back and 
actually counted titles in back issues of Judaica Book News that there are less 
titles available this year than there were in 1979 when-r-first served on the Book 
Award Committee for National AJL. If so, and I am quite sure that my impression 
is valid, this will be the first year since 1979 to show such a decline. I hope 
it is not a forerunner of worse to come, The publishing business is in trouble 
in many special interest areas. As librarians, we cannot afford to wait apathet
ically and silently while our sources disappear, Let's not passively let the 
"bottom line" of economics silence the authors' voices we and our children need 
to hear. 

February 4 

March 4 

April 15 

May 

June 

6 

3 

Shalom, 

DATES FOR YOUR CALENDAR: 

AJLSC General Heeting - 7:00 PH - Stephen S, Wise Temple 
Library -Rita Frischer: "Jewish Children's Literature: 
What's New? What's Good?" 

AJLSC Board Heeting- 7:30PM- Home of Rachel Glasser, 
  

) 

AJLSC General Heeting - 7:00 PM - SPECIAL ~ 
"Looking at the Big Lie: How Nodern Nazism Achieves 
Respectability'' with Dr. Gerald Margolis, Aaron Breit
bart, and Adaire Klein, Co-sponsored with the Simon 
vJiesenthal Center. PUT THIS ON YOUR CALENDAR! 

AJLSC Board Neeting - 7:30 Ph -Home of Barbara Leff 

AJLSC Installation of New Officers - Home of Hartha 
Globerman 
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PREVIEW OF AJLSC'S NEXT MEETING 

Jewish Children's books are the priority purchases for most synagogue/school 
libraries. The problems are where to find the book reviews, where to preview 
the books prior to purchase, and how to use them once you have them. 

Rita 
meeting. 
She will 

Frischer will help resolve all these problems at our February 4th 
She will review selection aids and some exceptional resource materials. 

also display and discuss an array of 1984 Judaica children's books. 

Rita is the "expert" in our area on this subject. She currently serves as 
Coordinator of the JWB-Jewish Book Council's Committee for the National Jewish 
Book Award--Children's Literature, requiring her to read and evaluate all Judaica 
children's books published in 1984. Rita has served on this committee for three 
years and previously served on the Association of Jewish Libraries Book Award 
Committee. In addition, her reviews have been published in Moment, Melton Journal, 
and in the American Jewish press through the JWB-Jewish Book Council Review 
Service. 

If children's books are your interest, you can't afford to miss this meeting! 

-- Barbara Leff, AJLSC Program Chairperson 

~·~IMPORTANT - NOTE THESE CORRECTIONS-:: 

Please make the following changes on your current AJLSC Directory: 

1. Stephen s. Wise Temple Library entry 

A. Zip code changed from 90024 to 90077 

B. One phone number eliminated - Omit 272-7831 

c. Names and titles listed should be: 
Barbara Leff, Library Director 
Marjorie Gersh, Library Consultant 
Judith Katz, Religious School and Confirmation Dept. Librarian 

D. Phone numbers need area codes: 213-476-8561, 818-981-6920 

2. Please correct title changes under each of the individual names of 
Barbara Leff, Marjorie Gersh, and Judith Katz. 

3. Past-presidents' names on page 1: 

A. "Margie" should be "Marjorie Gersh" 

B. "Shaffner" should be "Betty Sheffner" 

--~----------------------------------------------------------------------------

SEE YOU AT THE SHARE-IN -- FEBRUARY 11, 1985 -- TEMPLE BETH AM, 1039 S, LA CIENEGA BLVD. 
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REMEMBER THESE WONDERFUL WORTHWHILE RESOURCES 

DID.YOU KNOW that the Jewish Women's Resource Library, a service of the Los 
Angeles Section, National Council of Jewish Women has the most comprehensive 
collection on the West Coast of publications about, by and for Jewish women? 
The JWRL, located at 543 N, Fairfax Avenue is open Mondays and Wednesdays and 
also by appointment, The telephone number is: (213) 651-2930, 

The JWRL is open to all who wish to make use of its resources which include 
works on such subjects as Jewish prostitution, baby naming ceremonies, inter
marriage, women and sexuality, and Judaism and Femisnism, 

The library was a co-sponsor of the recent conference on women's spirituality 
and Jewish tradition and will soon house a complete set of the conference tapes, 
Essie Cohan is the library manager. The library needs both financial support 
and the donation of original feminist materials, Anyone interested can write to 
Los Angeles Section, National Council of Jewish Women Jewish Women's Resource 
Library 543 N, Fairfax Avenue, Los Angeles, California 90036, 

DID YOU KNOW that there is a newsletter for the librarian who works in a one
person library? Monthly issues of THE ONE PERSON LIBRARY: A NEWSLETTER FOR LI
BRARIANS AND MANAGEMENT are now available. "Charter" subscribers will receive 
twelve issues for $35.00, For a subscription write to OPL Resources, Ltd, P.O. 
Box 948, Murray Hill Station, New York, New York 10156. 

Features of THE ONE-PERSON LIBRARY include: 

1) Interchange of ideas -- letters, guest notes, specific reporting assign
ments 

2) Reports on the Literature - what is being written about one-person 
libraries 

3) Management Thoughts -- brief interviews, comments, suggestions from 
management personnel who supervise employees in one-person librariesc 

4) Questions and Answers -- questions submitted by subscribers, answered 
by specialists. 

5) Case studies -- examples from the field presented for analysis. 

If you have the primary responsibility for running your library, perhaps this 
newsletter may have some helpful hints for you, 

DID YOU KNOW that the Peter M. Kahn Jewish Community Library is here to assist 
you in library organization? Hava Ben-Zvi will be glad to assist you with all 
library related issues and problems, Call (213) 852-1234 Ext, 3202. 

AJLSC LIBRARY LIGHT is distributed free to AJLSC members. 

EDITORS: Joan Buchbinder,  
Jan Sherman,  

DEADLINE FOR APRIL/MAY LIBRARY LIGHT IS MARCH 8, 1985, 

Copy submitted should be typed, 

Permission to reprint granted when credit is given to "Association of Jewish 
Libraries of Southern California LIBRARY LIGHT", 
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S H A R E I N , , , • , S H A R E I N 

Within the Annual Share-In, sponsored by the Bureau of Jewish Education 
on February 11, 1985 at Temple Beth Am on La Cienega Boulevard, L.A., there 
will be some workshops especially designed to meet and serve the needs of li
braries and librarians, 

SCHEDULE OF SHARE-IN: 

8:15 AM - 8:45 AM - Registration 

8:45 AM - 9:50 AM - Opening address by Rabbi Harold Kushner 

9:55 AM -11:15 AM - Concurrent Workshops #1 

11:25 AM -12:45 PM - Concurrent Workshops #2 - SHARING LIBRARY PROBLEMS! 

12:50 PM - 2:00 PM -Lunch 

2:05PM- 3:30PM- Concurrent Workshops #3 -READER'S THEATRE! 

SHARING AND SOLVING LIBRARY PROBLEMS! 

Facilitator: Jan Sherman Location: Temple Beth Am Library 

Librarians tend to feel isolated in a school environment -- so many needs, 
so many demands, so many procedures and rules, so many decisions to make •• , 
This session will give you time to breathe, to relieve the stress and to share 
your library problems with colleagues and friends in other Jewish day and middle 
schools, Come with time-saving tips on "how-to" and with questions (no matter 
how small) which others may help resolve, If your problems are unsolvable, at 
least we can commiserate together! 

READER'S THEATRE - USE OF DRAMA IN THE CLASSROOM 

Facilitator: Hava Ben-Zvi 

A participatory, hands-on experience in the use of planned and creative 
dramatics in the classroom and library, utilizing folktales, humor, biblical 
stories with and by students, grades 6-9, Supplemental curricular activities 
for Tzedaka and Purim will be highlighted, We plan to write an original Purim 
play! Dramatized stories and other useful materials will be distributed, The 
Reader's Theatre approach may be utilized with students of all ages. 

Special arrangements have been made with BJE's Pearl Tarnor for Synagogue Librarians 
to attend Hava's 2:05PM workshop for no charge. Call Hava Ben-Zvi for location. 
(213) 852-1234, 

Day school librarians should pre-register with their principals as school personnel. 
The $7.00 lunch is being subsidized by the Day Schools, 

Other librarians wishing to attend, please pre-register and pay for lunch ($7,00) 
by calling Esther Siegel at 852-1234, Ext, 2254. 

WE HOPE TO SEE ALL OF YOU THERE! RH'IEl'lBER - February ll, 1985 
Temple Beth Am 

1039 South La Cienega Boulevard 
Los Angeles 
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A NEW DIRECTORY - CHit~ DAY CARE UNDER JEWISH AUSPICES 

The Council of Jewish Federations has announced issuance of the first 
national resource publication on child day care under Jewish auspices in North 
America. The publication is available to Federations, Jewish Centers, family 
service agencies, synagogues, and related institutions. 

Compiled by Joan Fuld, CJF planning consultant, "Child Day Care Under Jewish 
Auspices" includes the results of a detailed survey of seventy-six communities. 
The directory covers more than 150 Jewish day care programs, 

The survey, which was developed by the CJF Task Force on Jewish Child Day Care, 
was designed to explore issues related to the development of services, to pro
vide data on national trends, and to obtain specific program information on such 
services. 

Included in the directory are data on infant day care, programs for pre-schoolers, 
and after-school programs for latch-key children. Information on hours available, 
numbers of children served, budgets and fee ranges is also provided, 

According to the directory at least 6,000 new-born to kindergarten age children 
are served by the all-day programs and almost 2,000 children participate in after
school programs. 

The study showed that child day care is just beginning to be viewed as a way 
to strengthen families and is thus becoming a Jewish community priority. 

-- JTA Community News Reporter, January 4, 1985 

LIBRARY OF CONGRESS SUBJECT HEADINGS FOR A JUDAICA LIBRARY - ADDITIONS 

REVISIONISM (HOLOCAUST) 
see 

HOLOCAUST, JEWISH (1939-1945) -- ERRORS, I~~ENTIONS, ETC, 

REVISIONIST LITERATURE (HOLOCAUST) 
see 

HOLOCAUST, JEWISH (1939-1945) -- ERRORS, I~~ENTIONS, ETC. 
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CONVENTION REPORT #2 

With the 20th annual national convention scheduled to convene in Cleveland 
in June '85, it's past time for me to complete my report to you on the excellent 
1984 Atlanta conference, You may remember that in my last report, I wrote at some 
length about the lecture presented by Aaron Lansky of the National Yiddish Book 
Council on the afternoon of June 25th. That night, members of Emory University's 
"Witness to the Holocaust" project talked about their endeavor, one that is par
ticularly valuable and meaningful in light of the recent CLA incident here in Los 
Angeles and the upsurge of Revisionist activity everywhere, 

The Emory project was begun in 1978 by Dr, Fred Crawford and Dr. David Blumen
thal in order to trace effects upon those Americans who witnessed the conditions 
in concentration camps within the first four days after their liberation. The 
objectives were several: (1) to bear evidence to the camps and their liberation; 
(2) to document the interaction between the liberator and the liberated; (3) to 
strengthen the evidence regarding the camps and their inhabitants; (4) to study 
immediate and long-range effects on the liberators of the horrors they found; and 
(5) to share this information with the public in every way possible. 

Within six months of its inception, the Emory project had interviewed 236 
witnesses, primarily non-Jewish, ex-military personnel. They conducted 107 
personal audio interviews, received 126 written questionnaires, and were sent 
300 previously unpublished photos. The project has reprinted three documents from 
1945 which reported on conditions in the camps and republished a fourth document 
for the German population to show them the evidence, Interviews are conducted 
by carefully trained volunteers and Emory Graduate School provides the project 
with space and minimal expenses, Robert Abzug is working with a grant to study 
specific effects on society and general implications as to our ability to handle 
tragedy. His work, MEMORY AND FORGETTING: AMERICA CONFRONTS THE HOLOCAUST, 1945-
1950, is due out in Spring, 1985. 

Interviewers were sensitive to the fact that many of those questioned were 
probably speaking freely for the first time about the sights, sounds, smells, 
reactions, and interactions they experienced when they entered the camps. Many 
were surprised, however, to find some liberators expressing virulent anti-Semitic 
sentiments and indicating resentment if the interviewer happened to be Jewish. 

Several scholars have worked on organizing this important documentation project, 
which is to be carefully preserved among Emory's special collections. Current 
major goals are (1) an 8-program series to provide a forum for liberators to reach 
the American public; and (2) videotaping two major witnesses, a U.S. representative 
from California who toured the camps and an Army officer. 

Another related session followed, given by Carolyn Blumenthal, a librarian 
in Atlanta Public Library, who filled in for Dr. Hilda Feinberg who was ill. She 
read Dr, ~einberg's paper on the vital importance of the instant retrievability 
and careful indexing of oral history, Since the goal of projects such as that 
described above is corroboration, the documents should be highly specific. How
ever, in June, 1983 this project began establishing its computerized data base 
using generalized indexes, reasoning that details would be fuzzy after 35 years. 
Future specificity is planned in assigning descriptors" In 1985 a conference will 
be held to standardize accessing, establish a comprehensive data bank, and work 

Continued on page 8 
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Convention Report #2 continued 

out a method for sharing a central file of all liberation collections. The success 
of this endeavor will depend on cooperation between eleven groups with current 
"liberator" collections. Sample computer data forms were shown by Ron David 
Williams who programmed the data for this project using PFS File and Report, He 
can fit the current Emory data base on one single-sided floppy, transferable to 
any Apple or Apple compatible computer. In order to be accessible to other users, 
Williams is programming to dBase II transferable to any CPM machine. This will 
be implemented after the 1985 conference. 

The evening concluded with a moving slide presentation and lecture by Vivian 
Thompson on post-Holocaust American Art by several fine American artists. 

On June 26th, Dr, Jay Jacoby, Assistant Professor of English at the University 
of North Carolina, presented a fascinating and well documented study of folk figures 
in Jewish literature, concentrating on the images of the Golem and Lilith. He 
emphasized that both are subject to various and radically differing interpretations, 
running the gamut, in the case of the first, from shlumper to semi-hero, and, in 
the case of the second, from vindictive wife of Satan to victim of male sexual 
oppression and primary symbol of women's rights, 

Jacoby explored the golem's role in Jewish moral instruction as an example of 
power gone mad. He also spoke of the golem as a metaphor for our industrial age 
and as a reminder of our mortality, saying to us all, "dust thou art and to dust 
thou shalt return." Jacoby reminded us that the Lilith legends sprang up after 
the days of the Second Temple. They served as a weapon to keep women in their 
place as "enablers" who freed men for study by stifling their own impulses toward 
free thought and action. He contrasted the Zohar's image of Lilith, wantonly 
producing one hundred children daily and preying on unprotected infants, with 
modern feminism's approving view of Lilith and her refusal to submit to male 
domination. Dr. Jacoby also provided a fine reading list to accompany his talk. 

Among the outstanding library workshops given during the three day conference, 
Sue Barancik's storytelling session stands out in my mind as one of the best, Com
pletely uninhibited, Sue makes superb use of voice and body to enthrall audiences 
of all ages. She was excellent during the puppetry session on the Queen Mary last 
year, but she surpassed herself in Atlanta. I missed several other sessions be
cause I was teaching, but I heard wonderful things about the workshop on synagogue 
libraries presented by Sylvia Eisen and Dr. Marcia Posner and on the other special 
library meetings, 

Two other items will be of interest to you, The first was the meeting on 
Chapter Relations that I attended as your representative, We discussed the need 
for a more symbiotic relationship between national AJL and the local groups and 
the benefits to be derived by formal chapter affiliation, such as access to a tax
free number and added political status for small libraries, After reviewing current 
practices, it was decided that we should explore workable guidelines for fiscal 
and organizational interdependence and pursue such immediate steps as establishing 
a column on Chapter activities in the AJL Newsletter, 

My last report is on the Awards ceremonies held during the banquet on June 26th, 
Rose Zar, who won for her Holocaust memoir IN THE MOUTH OF THE WOLF, made a deeply 

Continued on page 9 
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Convention Report #2 continued 

affecting acceptance speech. She told of living through the war, working as a 
children's nanny in the home of a Nazi officer and passing as a Christian, 
While so doing, she said, she could borrow books from the library, Her very 
favorite was the Polish translation of GONE WITH THE WIND, She was given strength 
by reading of Scarlett O'Hara, who lived through the burning of Atlanta and lost 
every vestige of the pampered life she had always known. Yet, she survived, 
For her to receive our award in Atlanta, Mrs, Zar said, was like the closing of 
a circle, for identifying with Margaret Mitchell's Southern heroine had helped 
her to persevere through her own trial by fire, Unlike Scarlett, however, Mrs. 
Zar was not rendered grasping and self-centered by her experiences; instead, she 
has dedicated herself to teaching Jewish children and is obviously finding great 
joy in her work, her marriage, and her life, 

The Picture Book Award for BUBBY, ME AND MEMORIES was accepted by Stuart 
Benick of UAHC on behalf of the author, Barbara Pomerantz, 

"HOW TOS" ON HONORING OUR HERITAGE 

In the Fall 1984 issue of ALA Top of the News, Rhonna Goodman and Freda Klein
hurd wrote an article about ideas that could be used by a librarian to enhance 
the PBS television series "Heritage: Civilization and the Jews", Their suggestions 
are actually valid at any time for use in a school or public library. 

Among the possibilities proposed by them were: 

1) DISPLAYS AND PROGRAMS - Menorahs, seder plates, and mezuzahs can be dis
played with explanations of their tradition and use. Picture books 
such as Barbara Cohen's FROM GOOSEBERRIES TO ORANGES (Lothrop, 1982) 
or Marilyn Hirsh's RABBI AND THE TWENTY-NINE WITCHES (Holiday, 1976) 
can demonstrate Jewish themes and history, Musical presentations 
of Israeli dancing was another suggestion. 

2) FOLKLORE - Book displays and story-telling sessions could be used to 
show the common themes and emotions in folklore from all over the 
world. Children can be encouraged to write and illustrate their 
own stories, using folklore motifs. 

3) FILM PROGRAMS - These are an excellent way to stimulate ideas and dis
cussions among teenagers, Films for elementary-age children are 
available from the Board of Jewish Education, 426 W, Fifty-eighth St., 
New York, NY 10019, Write for their catalog, 

4) CRAFTS - Paper cutting has been a popular Jewish folk craft for several 
hundred years, A good description of this craft and other Jewish fold 
art can be found in THE SECOND JEWISH CATALOG, edited by Sharon and 
Michael Strassfield (Philadelphia: Jewish Publication Society, 1976), 

5) DISCUSSION GROUPS - Assign a reading of the dramatic version of THE DIARY 
OF A YOUNG GIRL or Ansky's DYBBUK, Have an experienced discussion 
leader help young people organize and articulate their thoughts, 

6) POETRY AND WRITING - Display and share I NEVER SAW ANOTHER BUTTERFLY: 
CHILDREN'S DRAWINGS AND POEMS FROM TEREZIN CONCENTRATION CAMP, 1942-
1944 (New York: McGraw-Hill, 1964) and J'v1Y SHALOM, MY PEACE: PAI:t\TINGS 
AND POEMS BY JEWISH AND ARAB CHILDREN, edited by Jacob Zim (New York: 
McGraw-Hill, 1975), 
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"THE JEWISH QUESTION" IN LIBRARY CATALOGING 

by Sanford Berman 

FEB./MAR. 1985 

The following selection was excerpted from a revised and updated version of 
a paper presented to the AJL Convention (1979), The original version was published 
in the author's Joy of Cataloging (Phoenix, AZ, Oryx Press, 1981) 

The best way to improve subject access and equity in your own library is to 
locally undertake as many reforms as your resources allow. For instance, in 
no event can LC, no matter how enlightened, make necessary cross-references in 
your catalog. Or assign retrospective awards or prize headings. You have to 
do it. Regardless of when LC abandons or alters JEWISH QUESTION, if you find 
the heading inaccurate and indefensible, you should eliminate it from your active 
subject thesaurus and recatalog the titles it has already been assigned to. If 
you get a new filmstrip on latke making and there's no "latke" heading in the 
LC subject list, it's up to you to devise and apply a suitable descriptor. If 
you want your catalog to show all of the Israeli drama, fiction, or poetry you've 
got -- not just anthologies -- you'll have to assign the relevant headings your
self to_ incoming or existing material because LC will probably never do so for 
novels, plays, and verse by single authors. 

This "do-it-yourself" approach may strike some as awfully tedious and even 
sinful, since it indisputably violates the holy canons of standardization and 
"follow-the-leader." However, the foregoing litany of neglect, if not abuse, 
should have demonstrated that the "leader" can't be wholly trusted, And what 
applies to local librarians can also apply to local library users. As con
sumers they should insist not only that their libraries stock Judaica, but also 
that it be fully and fairly cataloged so that (a) the material can be easily 
found and used and (b) the catalog itself doesn't convey antisemitic messages. 

[President's Note: By using "our" and "we" instead of Berman's "you", we mem
bers of AJLSC should begin an attempt to jointly improve and expand upon 
correct subject headings, whether provided by LC or AJL. This would be a 
project well worth pursuing together. I welcome your comments, ] 

"LOOKING AT THE BIG LIE" 

For most of us April 15th is a memorable date because income taxes are due. 
This year, however, that date has even more significance because our AJLSC 
General Meeting's topic of discussion will be "Looking at the Big Lie: How 
Modern Nazism Achieves Respectability." 

This program, co-sponsored with the Simon Wiesenthal Center, is especially 
important in light of the recently aborted attempt by the LA Library Association 
to have David McEalden as a guest speaker. 

Be sure to mark your calendars - APRIL 15, 1985 - 7:00 PM! 
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REVIEWS OF ADULT BOOKS 
by 

Muriel Moster, Volunteer 
Sinai Temple Library 

FEB ./MAR. 1985 

De Hartog, Jan. Star of Peace. New York: Harper & Row, Publishers, 1984. 
376 pp. $16.95. 

One-reads this story of a shipload of Jewish refugees fleeing Nazi Germany 
with a feeling of deja vu, for it is very reminiscent of The Voyage of the Franz 
Joseph, based on an actual event, That ship also left Hamburg with more than 
one thousand Jews aboard, bound for Cuba, only to be informed while still on the 
high seas that their entry visas, so highly paid for, were revoked and that they 
would be refused landing privileges upon arrival. 

In de Hartog's book, the ship is headed for Montevideo, Uruguay, and on 
reaching port, the passengers are forbidden to disembark, The Nazis have 
tricked them, and their visas are not authentic. 

According to international law, it is the captain's responsibility to return 
them to Germany, where certain death awaits. Food and oil supplies are low; the 
crew is getting restless for their wages and care little for the "dirty Jews", 
and the captain is pressured by the authorities to head back to Europe without 
delay. 

De Hartog is an excellent writer. He arouses sympathy for the terror-stricken, 
tormented elderly men, the women, and the children. He builds up the suspense as 
the captain devises various plans to help his victimized passengers. 

Plot, action, and characters are true-to-life and realistically developed. 
There is tremendous character growth in the captain, whose reputation did not 
label him a humanitarian. He confronts a moral dilemma in a highly principled 
way. In the entire world, only he, the owner of the vessel, is sufficiently 
conscience-stricken to do something positive about the untenable situation in 
which the Jews, pawns of the world's politicians, find themselves. The young 
doctor who signs up for the journey in a rather casual manner, likewise adapts 
himself admirably to a serious situation. 

A most worthy book, all the more impressive when the reader kno~s the truth 
upon which it is based, 
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Book Reviews continued 

Golyakhovsky, Vladimir, Russian Doctor. Translated from the Russian by Michael 
Sylwester and Eugene Ostrovsky, New York: St, Martin's! Marek, 1984, 
Photographs. 312 pp. $17,95, 

Subtitled "A surgeon's life in contemporary Russia and why he chose to leave," 
this book is a revelation on the role of medicine and doctors in the Soviet Union, 
Despite being stymied repeatedly in his research, having to use instruments that 
were extremely outdated and being forced constantly to cope with bureaucratic red 
tape, Dr. Golyakhovsky never considered leaving Russia until he became a victim 
of slander. Realizing that his mental and physical health were being seriously 
affected, he and his family decided that it was necessary to leave if they were 
to survive and continue functioning productively. 

The half-Jewish doctor was fortunate in being able to avoid joining the 
Communist Party, in spite of the fact that political indoctrination was regarded 
as being of greater importance than the actual teaching of medicine. This can 
explain the poor quality of medicine and medical personnel in the Soviet Union. 
Additionally, since Stalin, the emphasis has been on the military and industrial, 
making engineers and technicians more highly valued, 

Inventor of many orthopedic devices, author of numerous books of poetry, 
Golyakhovsky shares countless fascinating accounts of associations with well
known Russians: Boris Pasternak, Shostakovich, cosmonaut Yuri Gagarin, Khrushchev, 
the Sakharovs, and many others, His accounts of the high standard of living en
joyed by many officials as compared to the average citizen's economic straits, 
the intrigue and demagoguery that prevail among Party members, the counterpro
ductive system that demands blind obedience all give a clear picture of life 
and ordeals in the Soviet Union. 

Minor flaws in the book are caused by occasional awkward writing, due perhaps 
to translation, and details of some of the doctor's "love life". One feels he 
must have thought that to be a best-seller in America there has to be some 
element of sex in a book. Otherwise, the contents are extremely worthwhile for 
its insights and understanding of a Soviet doctor's experiences, 

MacPherson, Malcolm C, The Blood Of His Servants, New York: Times Books, 1984. 
310 pp, $16,95. Select Bibliography. 

This cannot be labeled as "just" another Holocaust story. Not only is it 
true, with some of its principals still alive, but also it is unique from other books 
on the subject in that the perpetrator of the horrors was known and was appre-
hended, albeit with great difficulty. This account is also unusual in that it 
clearly illustrates the gross indifference, the reluctance and casual attitude 
toward punishment of the evildoers by the Allied nations and the United Nations, 
There was strong endorsement for simply forgetting the past and great disinterest 
after the Nuremberg Trials in further apprehending and bringing individual 
Nazi criminals to justice, The climate in Great Britain, the United States, the 
Netherlands and Germany certainly was one of forgiving and forgetting the crimes, 
the collaboration and collusion of individuals. 

Continued on page 13 
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Additionally, the book shows the cunning manner in which the human mind can 
twist facts for its own benefit so as to rationalize one's dastardly acts and 
make it appear that what happened was the entire fault of the victims; it cer
tainly was not Pieter Menten's wrongdoing, Bibi Krumholz' family in Poland 
was murdered by Nazis, yes, but Menten had no complicity in the matter. Or so 
the pathological liar and killer convinced court after court hearing. 

The Dutchman, Menten, had been a friend of the large Krumholz family for 
seventeen years before the Germans overran Poland. Then, having ingratiated 
himself into the good graces of Nazi leaders, he was appointed to head the 
commerce in Polish plunder, confiscating the vast artworks and treasures and 
handling their storage, transportation and cataloguing. Enriching his own 
collections enormously, Menten acquired not only great wealth, but also friends 
in high and powerful places who protected him for decades. 

Because the world reneged on its wartime promises to punish the murderers 
of innOcent people, Bibi Krumholz, himself, had to pursue the cold-blooded 
assassins of his family. How he accomplished this, the years and years of 
effort involved and the twists and turns of fate make this book fascinating, 
provocative reading. We have, moreover, the satisfaction of seeing that while 
justice can be evasive, tenacious, persistent human endeavors can achieve miracles. 

,Morton, Frederic. The Forever Street, Garden City, New York: Doubleday & Company, 
' Inc., 1984.- 44/ pp. .$16. 95. 

Berek Spiegelglass was eighteen years old in 1873 when he journeyed from his 
tiny village of Varungy to Vienna and became a blacksmith, Settling in Turk Place, 
former headquarters of Turkish Pashas, he had one objective throughout the follow
ing years - to shape the street and its six small buildings into his own. Despite 
countless handicaps, economic hardship, victimization by means of betrayal, and 
troubles familiar to the Jew throughout history, he never succumbed to setbacks 
or despair. 

His faith remained strong and unwavering because he had the Brick, a stone 
taken by a former Turkish ruler from the Wall of the Temple in Jerusalem. When
ever problems appeared, he and his family wrote a message to God on a slip of 
paper and placed it in a crevice of the Brick, carefully hiding it afterwards. 
The Brick was the heart and soul of Turk Place, representing the very essence 
of life to the Spiegelglass family. 

No matter what his assignment, making medallions to mark a ruler's 25th 
anniversary, switch plates for the Imperial palaces, manhole panels, or solder
ing sewage and electric lines, Berek always put a tiny image of the Brick in the 
corner of his work. 

The adversity in his life, loss of his first wife, a son missing in war, fi
nancial stress, were all faced with equanimity, confidence and calmness, as long 
as the cherished Brick was safe. Then when Berek was an old man, there was an 
upheaval in Turk Place; the Brick was dislodged from its hiding place and Berek 
could not touch it and feel optimistic, 

Continued on page 14 
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Not only was the Brick no longer readily accessible, but rumors were also 
rife that the Jews were about to suffer cataclysmic sorrow. Furthermore, Berek's 
factory wasn't getting any contracts to make the medals worn by the new rulers 
whose insignia was a swastika, 

This is a very different type of novel, combining legend with faith, fact 
with fiction, and delightful humor with charming writing. Although the book 
is lengthy, it should not be skimmed, for to do so means losing much of the 
enjoyment of Morton's writing. 

Ausubel, Nathan. Pictorial History of the Jewish People: from Bible times to 
our own day throughout the world, Updated by David C. Gross, New York: 
Crown Publishers, 1953, 1984. $19.95. 

This "updated" version poses serious problems for the librarian, The only 
updated-portions are a chapter entitled "The Last Thirty Years", pages 335-441, 
and the index. The entire rest of the book, including the bibliography, is a 
reprint of the 1953 edition, 

Thus, for the majority of this book, the subtitle "• .. to our own day ... " 
and the term "today" used throughout its first 334 pages, refer to the year 
1953 -- 21 years ago! And there is nothing in the introduction or the pub
lisher's blurb to point this out. It is not that the publisher is inaccurate 
in its description, but rather that the reader will assume, without careful ex
amination, that the whole book is "up-to-date." This poses a dilemma for a li
brarian recommending this book, particularly to young people who would enjoy 
the easy-to-read format. 

The 106 updated pages are presented in yearbook format, from 1953-54 through 
1983-83. Each year is covered with many photos and the equivalent of a few pages 
of text; thus it barely touches on the tremendous growth and the prominent per
sonalities within those years. Some subjects, e.g., anti-Semitism, Israel, edu
cation, demography, and events in various countries are covered consistently enough 
every year or so to provide continuity and adequate data. The two hundred new 
photos with brief captions are frequently the only references to important people 
or events. 

Usually, I would recommend that a library replace its old edition with the 
new, but, in this case, I have mixed feelings. Perhaps, placing a Librarian's 
Note in the updated version -- on the title page and on the table of contents -
specifying that the first 334 pages are from the original 1953 edition, could be 
a compromise toward living with the new edition. Hopefully, anyone attempting 
to use this volume for research will discover quickly that it must be used in 
conjunction with other informative works. 

It is sad that a usable work becomes almost unusable by the manner in which 
it is updated, This book would have been much more useful and reliable if new 
data had been included in an addendum to each of Ausubel's chapters (perhaps in 

Continued on page 15 
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boxes or in a shaded area) on the appropriate pages, This, in addition to the 
new chapter, would have preserved Ausubel's original work, yet supplied its 
readers with current information. Of course, the 1953 bibliography is of no 
current value and should have been omitted; it certainly attests to the research 
of Ausubel but not to Gross, 

The advance publicity requires careful reading to note that the publisher is 
accurate in citing only Gross's new chapter as "up-to-date". Regrettably, many 
will be taken in by all the extra carefully-worded hype and rhetoric and get the 
impression that this book is a full revision. What a surprise -- and a disap
pointment: 

Barbara Leff, Library Director 
Stephen s. Wise Temple, Los Angeles 

RITA'S REVIEWS FOR YOUNGER READERS 

Two years ago, I participated in the first JWB-Jewish Book Council conference 
on Jewish children's literature, Sixty editors and authors listened as our panel 
pointed out those areas woefully lacking in quality works written from a Jewish 
viewpoint, One of the needs I emphasized was for biographies for the younger 
reader. The lives andachievements of many admirable Jews, though often well 
documented for adult readers, remain unknown to the very youngsters who need 
them as inspiration, 

I'm happy to announce that this particular problem is being solved, The 
book here reviewed is just the first of a number of pending biographies for 7 to 
12-year-olds, featuring Jewish men and women noted for their accomplishments or 
heroism, E,P, Dutton & Company is planning a series of such books, and l'1alka 
Drucker, author and AJLSC member, is presently using Sinai Temple's library to 
research a book on Ben-Yehudah, the father of modern Hebrew. 

One of my fellow panelists in New York, David Adler (an editor at Jewish 
Publication Society), has taken the complicated threads of Golda ~leir's life and 
untangled them for the young modern reader. [ Adler, David A. Our Golda: The 
story of Golda Meir. New York: Viking Press, 1984, $10,95, Ages 8-11, ] His 
early descriptions of Golda's childhood show events which shaped her future. 
According to the author, Golda learned from the ardent young Jewish thinkers she 
met in her older sister's home that the world was unfair to workers, women and 
Jews and that "happiness is not important; fighting for the rights of others is," 
These issues and many others which Golda gave highest priority would be worth dis
cussing in today's family and classroom. 

Another much needed book is a brief and simple introduction to Israel, 
A Picture Book of Israel, also by David Adler, [ New York: Holiday House, 1984. 
$10,95, Ages 8-11, ] includes an asset frequently overlooked in factual works 
for young readers - an index, For children working on reports, for librarians 
aiding with class research, and for teachers dealing with a particular facet of 
Israeli life, this is a must, 

Continued on page 16 
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Another strong point is the text by Adler, a prolific author of non-fiction 
material for young Jewish readers. Though the illustrations (black and white 
photos) are somewhat less satisfying, this is a good work overall and a useful 
one. 

Rita Frischer 

THE TEN MOST MEMORABLE CHILDREN'S BOOKS ON JEWISH HISTORY AND CULTURE 

After completing a bibliography of 500 titles on this subject, Enid Davis, 
an author and children's librarian with the Saratoga Public Library in California, 
gave top honors to the following titles in Emergency Librarian (Sept.-Oct, 1982). 

Davidson, Margaret, The Golda Meir Story. Scribner, 1981. A highly readable 
biography, Grades 4-7. 

Forman, James. The Survivor, Farrar, 1976, 
who survives the death camps during World War II. 

A haunting story of a young man 
Grades 7+, 

Frank, Anne. Anne Frank: The Diary of a Young Girl, Doubleday, 1967, Re
vised edition. The autobiography of a teenage victim of Nazi Germany, Grades 4+, 

Kerr, Judith, When Hitler Stole Pink Rabbit, Coward, 1972, The story of a 
child who flees from Hitler is a fitting novel to introduce the theme of the 
Holocaust to youngsters, Grades 4-6, 

Meltzer, Milton. Never to Forget: The Jews of the Holocaust, Harper, 1976o 
The most appropriate discussion of the Holocaust for older children and young 
adults. Grades 6+, 

Richter, Hans P. Friedrich, Holt, 1970, Dell Paperbacks, The memorable 
and chilling account of two friends, one Jet~sh, one not, and how Hitler changed 
their lives. Grades 4+, 

Shulevitz, Yuri, The Magician: An Adaptation from the Yiddish of I,L, Peretz, 
Macmillan, 1978. A priceless picture book that features the prophet Elijah as a 
jaunty and clever magician. Grades Preschool to 3. 

Simon, Solomon, The Wise Hen of Helm and Their Merry Tales; Hore Wise Hen of 
Helm and Their Nerry Tales. Behrman, 1965, Yiddish folklore about the fools of 
Eastern Europe; delightfully silly. Grades 3-7, 

Singer, Isaac Bashevis. Zlateh the Goat and Other Stories, Harper, 1966, 
Illustrated by Maurice Sendak. Singer's tales about Yiddish characters is already 
a classic. Grades 1+, 

Suhl, Uri. Uncle Misha's Partisans. Four Winds, 1973. A thrilling account 
of the Russian partisans who joined the Jewish Resistance against Hitler. Grades 5+. 

--Reprinted from Jewish Librarians' Caucus Newsletter, May, 1983 




