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OUR FIRST MEETING 
"STORYTELLING WITH PENNINAH SCHRAM" 

OCT. /NOV. 1984 

I have seen Penninah Schram mesmerize hundreds of people -- both children and 
adults -- with stories -- both new and old familiars. She is a superb storyteller, 
and we are fortunate that she will be in Los Angeles and will lead a workshop -
initiated by Sinai Temple Library for its teachers and co-sponsored with AJLSC. 

Stories are a part of our Jewish tradition -- stemming from the midrash and 
folklore. Stories are part of a librarian's repertoire-- whether telling stories, 
reading stories, recommending stories, or finding "good" stories that our teachers 
and rabbis can use for audiences of all ages. 

Come to our November 8th meeting and learn about Jewish storytelling from a 
master storyteller, Penninah Schram. She will include techniques, Jewish story 
sources~ and wonderful demonstrations that are her trademark. 

Penninah was both a workshop leader and a performer at the recent CAJE-Stanford 
conference. Her bio from the CAJE program booklet reads: "Penninah Schram, Assistant 
Professor of Speech and Drama at Stern College of Yeshiva University, is a pro
fessional storyteller, She travels throughout the USA conducting workshops and 
presenting storytelling programs for all ages. She is the author of several articles 
on the art of storytelling, including 'Storytelling Role and Technique' in The 
Jewish Teachers Handbook, Vol, II, and 'One Generation Tells Another: The Trans
mission of Jewish Values Through Storytelling' in Literature in Performance, 
Spring 1984. She has recorded two albums, A Storyteller's Journey, I and II." 

Don't miss our November 8th - THURSDAY EVENING - meeting. You are welcome 
to bring guests (teachers/principals/library volunteers/staff) but PLEASE call our 
hostess, Rita Frischer, at Sinai to tell her how many to expect. 

--Barbara Leff, Program Chairperson 
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* * * * ~·, FROM OUR PRESIDENT ,-: 
* * 
·.~ F~ :st. of .all. I wa.nt to =.~.~-•• k~ , , ~~sh a happy and healthy 
}~ New Year to all our membc~rs. I hope you plan to start i 
~~ your year right by promptly renewing your AJLSC member- ~:~ 
~~ ship. We can promise you real value for your money: ~:~ 
' .. 
~; excellent and practical programs, a fine newsletter, and "!.~ 
' .. 
V continuing education through the HUC Judaica librarian- * 
=.~.!. ship courses offered each year in cooperation with our ~-~·~-
.. organization. So, don't procrastinate. Join us. ·· 
~ Whether you're a paid pro or a dedicated volunteer, ~ 
=.~.~- ;,obul 'lhl }~~ep11 e~rning and growing, and you' 11 avoid the :_::.~_ 
.. a s ~so atlon can cause. ·· 
* ~ -;,': s:. 
;:~ This, summer I saw a perfect example of the benefits ;:~ 
;:~ and blessings to be gained by librarians having a chance ~:; 
~:~ for regular sharing. As your president, I represented ::: 
•k 

Continued on page 4 
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HERITAGE: 
CIVILIZATION AND THE JEWS 

During the months of October and November, public television is presenting a 
nine-part documentary covering more than 3,000 years of the development of the 
Jewish people. The series, filmed wherever Jews actually lived, is narrated by 
Abba Eban, former Israeli Minister of Foreign Affairs. 

Through a grant from WNET, New York's public broadcasting station, ALA has 
produced library programming material. For information, contact the Public Infor
mation Office, American Library Association, 50 East Huron Street, Chicago, Illinois 
60611. Also check current issues of BOOKLIST and AMERICAN LIBRARIES for suggested 
bibliographies--for the series in general, for individual programs, and for junior 
high school and high school students. 

This important series definitely deserves recognition and support in all our 
libraries:: 

FROM OUR PRESIDENT continued 

the Southern California area at the AJL national convention. Elsewhere in this 
issue, I have given a summary of some of the programs, but here I want to remind 
you that once you are a member of our local group, belonging to National AJL can 
bring you still ~ information and stimulation. If your budget allows, you might 
consider plugging into this additional source of professional growth. 

REMINDER ••• REMINDER, •• IT'S MEMBERSHIP TIME AGAIN! 

Please send all 1984-85 membership forms and checks ($15.00) to: 
AJLSC Treasurer 
Hava Ben-Zvi 
Jewish Community Library 
6505 Wilshire Boulevard, 12th Floor 
Los Angeles, California 90048 

If you can't locate your membership form, just jot down pertinent information 
on a separate letterhead and enclose your check payable to AJLSC. A 1984-1985 
membership roster will be mailed to all paid-up members in December, so don't delay. 

See you at the November meeting. 
--Reggie Gitlin 
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EXCITING PROGRAMMING FOR 1984-85 

The librarian's staple diet -- sources and resources -- will be the focus of 
this year's programming, both for the HUG annual spring course and our AJLSC 
meetings. 

First, we have asked Harvey Horowitz, Hebrew Union College Librarian, to re
peat the excellent HUG bibliography course he gave many years ago, He will focus 
on the best resources in all Judaica areas -- the "must haves" for synagogue and 
school libraries -- a valuable course for every Judaica librarian who cares about 
libraries, Details for this Spring class, to be held in a west side library, will 
be in the next issue of LIBRARY LIGHT. 

Second, AJLSC meetings will focus on those other areas that Harvey will not 
cover, i.e. 

l, Storytelling sources and techniques (November) 
2. Teachers' resources on all levels (Dec~~ber) 

3, Children's literature and resources (February) 
4, "Coping" literature ( also known as 

bibliotherapy") -- fiction and non
fiction that can help readers 
through crises situations, (April) 

Don't miss a single meeting, and invite your teachers and principals 
to join you, It will be worth the effort! 

November 8th 

November 19th 

December lOth 

December 18th 

--Barbara Leff, Program Chairperson 
.. ,_,_,.,. ........ _ ...................... , ................... , .... , .......... _ .......... , ................................ ,_,_,,. .......................... .. 
""' 1 ~ ., .. "" ., .. "" "" "" ~" "" "'" 1 '" ,.,. ,,. , .. "" "" "" "" 1\. "" "" I\ 1\ I\ 1\ 1\ 1\ I\ I\ I\ 1\ 1\ 

FUTURE EVENTS 

AJLSC General Meeting - 7:00 P.M. - Sinai Temple 
Library, West Los Angeles 

Board Meeting - Home of Adaire Klein,  
  - 7:00 P.M. 

AJLSC General Meeting - 7:00 P.M. - University of 
Judaism Educational Resources Center, 15600 
Mulholland Drive, Los Angeles 90077 

Chanukah - 1st candle 
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GOOD LIBRARY REPRESENTATION AT CAJE-STANFORD 

Libraries were alive and well at the 9th annual Conference on Alternatives 
in Jewish Education at Stanford University in August. 

Well-attended workshops included Enid Davis on children's literature, and 
AJLSC members Rita Frischer, Hava Ben-Zvi, Rick Burke, Anita Wenner, and Bar
bara Leff, with others, including author Harriet Rochlin, giving workshops on 
libraries, total resource centers, media, computers, local history projects, 
etc. 

This conference also became the model for the future direction of library 
involvement in CAJE's annual conferences, Based on a proposal submitted by 
AJLSC's Barbara Leff, the CAJE national board agreed to combine the four sepa
rate components of library, media center, teachers• center, and computer center 
into one total comprehensive Resource Center to serve as a community model as 
well. The CAJE Corrilllittee on Sharing Human and Material Resources in Jewish Edu
cation (which Barbara chairs) will set policies and standards and guide the local 
chairpeople who set up the annual Resource Center. The locals can then add 
special focus on local strengths. This will assure continuity, build upon past 
successes, and promote growth and development to reflect local and national pro
fessional progress in the are~s of libraries, audiovisual, teachers• centers, 
and computer use. 

Rick coordinated the CAJE Resource Center at Stanford; Rita and Anita and 
others worked on the committee, and Barbara served as national liaison. It was 
a big job! We had many successes and some major problems, but on a whole the 
Resource Center was an important part of the conference, and the meeting next 
year in the Chicago area should benefit greatly from our list of recommendations 
and the new structure for follow-through. 

Speaking with AJLSC members who attended the conference 
a very worthwhile experience! 

Sharing 
Handouts, headings 
And 
Research 
Is 
Naturally 
Good! Start 

Helping 
And 
Recruiting 
Interest 
Now •• o 
GO!! 

All found CAJE 

Sharing 
Heavily 
All 
Resources 
Is 
Newest 
Goal! 
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AJL CONVENTION REPORT #1 

On the program cover for the 19th annual convention of the Association of Jewish 
Libraries are these prophetic words, carefully chosen by Convention Chair, Hazel 
Karp and her committee: 

"Ye who are the Lord's Remembrancers, 
Take ye no rest." 

Isaiah 62:6 

The quote is prophetic partly because it forecasts our universally frantic race to 
keep up with the many facets of modern Judaica librarianship. But it also anticipated 
the packed schedule of the convention itself. From registration at the somewhat iso
lated, but thoroughly comfortable Lanier Plaza Hotel in Atlanta, attendees were kept 
busy and stimulated by workshops, informal sharing, and exhibits of new releases and 
products. 

That much vaunted Southern hospitality was much in evidence throughout. The 
committee welcomed us on Sunday night with an al fresco fried chicken dinner and 
then, following the opening program, with a dessert reception. The first night's 
speakers presented a five-part slide show called "Patterns of American Jewish Life: 
A Georgia Illustration" which they had written and produced. 

At 8:30 A.M.,Monday, June 25th, the formal part of the conference opened with 
special interest segments dedicated toR & S (Research and Special Libraries), 
Synagogue, school, and center libraries. There was also a session on beginning 
Judaica librarianship which I conducted, making it impossible for me to report to 
you on the synagogue group's reputedly excellent program by Sylvia Eisen, librarian 
at the 92nd St. Y in New York, and Dr. Marcia Posner, Library Consultant in New 
York for the Federation. My session ran over two hours and involved a broad range 
of attendees. Some few were absolute amateurs, but the majority had an MLS and 
were inexperienced only insofar as Judaica is concerned. Afterwards, there was a 
brief presentation for SSG members on "Old Age in the Church and Synagogue Library", 
which was chiefly bibliographic in nature, and a review of "What Is New in Media" 
by Ralph Simon of Cleveland. 

The luncheon program at a large Conservative synagogue, Ahavath Achim (now 
headed by Rabbi Goodman, former head of the Rabbinical Assembly), was by Aaron 
Lansky, specialist in modern Jewish literature, graduate student in Yiddish Litera
ture at McGill University in Montreal, and head gadfly of the National Yiddish Book 
Council. Lansky, a dynamic and passionate speaker, told of the checkered path 
Yiddish traveled between 1939, when there were ten million speakers, and today when 
"dynamic young Jews [ have taken ] to Yiddish culture to redefine Jewishness in terms 
of their modern lives, especially since Yiddish literature struggled to deal with 
issues of modern life." 

Today, according to Lansky, 62 colleges in the u.s. and Canada offer Yiddish 
language courses. When, as a graduate student, Lansky needed out of print Yiddish 
books, he realized the only way to find them was to knock on doors. Recognizing 
that rare Yiddish books were being destroyed daily, he joined together with faculty 
members and young people from local universities and, in June 1980, made a newspaper 
appeal for Yiddish books. Within three weeks 5 1 000 volumes were collected. 

Now the National Yiddish Book Council has 6,500 members, recruited to help them 
care for the four million volumes currently being housed. Five thousand subscribers 

Continued on page 8 
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AJL CONVENTION continued 

receive catalogs of Yiddish books. A rented factory has given way to a donated 
schoolhouse in Amherst, and young people in their twenties seek out caches of books 
wherever tips lead them, 

Lansky's slides and anecdotes about his donors and his eager young collectors 
were unbelievably poignant, exciting, and funny, In one instance, the group heard 
about a housing project which was eliminating the library and the landlord was 
"raping the collection." A couple of Lansky's young Jews went down in a van and 
with the help of the neighborhood's black and Puerto Rican kids, they loaded 10,000 
books in one hot July day, In another story, the aged, lonely father of a famous 
modern Jewish writer called the group to donate hundreds of books, When they visited 
him, he served the obligatory tea and cookies and gave them one book, insisting they 
should come back the next day for another bobk, •• and the next day ••• and the next. 

Salvaging books is like a mystery, an adventure, according to Lansky. He found a 
Chagall illustration in a Philadelphia garbage can; an elderly pait of volunteers in 
Sea Gate, New York, located 20,000 books in one day among their community's intellectu
als; a meter reader called them to alert them to a huge collection of abandoned books 
he spotted in a basement in the South Bronx, The stories are endless, and so is the 
commitment of Lansky's young people to the continuity of the Yiddish world. 

Of special interest to us is the fact that the Council is expanding their out
reach services. They will provide requested texts free to any library in the world, 
and this fall they hope to mail out a computerized catalog. They are seeking public 
support for their preservation efforts and for their programs, classes, and speakers. 
Last summer they also ran a hostel program for adults over 60, receiving 2,000 
applications for the 43 available places. 

MORE CONVENTION NEWS WILL FOLLOW IN THE NEXT ISSUE OF "LIBRARY LIGHT''. 

--Rita Frischer 

AJLSC LIBRARY LIGHT is distributed free to AJLSC members, 

EDITORS: Joan Buchbinder,  
Jan Sherman,   

DEADLINE FOR DECEMBER LIBRARY LIGHT IS Monday, November 19, 1984. 

Copy submitted should be typed. 

Permission to reprint articles from LIBRARY LIGHT is granted when credit is giv~n 
to "Association of Jewish Libraries of Southern California LIBRARY LIGHT''. 
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USING CHILDREN'S LITERATURE WITH JEHISH THEMES IN THE CLASSROOM 

During the Coalition for Alternatives in Jewish Education conference in Palo 
Alto last August, Enid Davis, author of Schocken's release of A COMPREHENSIVE 
GUIDE TO CHILDREN'S LITERATURE WITH A JEWISH THEME, presented a dynamic and ex
citing lecture on the subject of using such books in the classroom. To a packed 
house, she spoke non-stop of theme-related choices for the holidays, of utilizing 
crafts and puppetry in conjunction with other library approaches, and of the im
portance of using the imagination to expand the usefulness and interest of these 
books. 

We are hoping to someday entice Ms. Davis to present a similar lecture here in 
Los Angeles. 

I. RESOURCE MATERIAL 

Becker, J. 
Brinn, R. 
Burstein, c. 
Davis, E. 
Lewis, s. 
Posner, M. 

II. BOOKS 

JEHISH HOLIDAY CRAFTS, Bonim, 1977-78 
LET'S CELEBRATE! Kar-Ben, 1977 
JEWISH KIDS CATALOG, JPS, 1983 
COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE TO CHILDREN'S LITERATURE WITH A JEWISH THEME 
MAKING EASY PUPPETS 
SELECTED JEWISH CHILDREN'S BOOKS, JWB, 1982 

A. Daily Blessings - Themes of Appreciation 

Brodsky, B. 
Chapman, c. 
Koehn, I. 
Zernach, M. 

SECRET PLACES, Lippincott, 1979 
TALES OF MESHKA THE KVETCH, Dutton, 1980 
MISCHLING, SECOND DEGREE, Morrow, 1977 
IT COULD ALWAYS BE WORSE, Farrar, 1976 

B. Sabbath - Themes of Love, Peace, Family 

Geras, A. 
Kerr, J, 
Zim, J. 

GIRLS IN THE VELVET FRAME, Atheneum, 1979 
WHEN HITLER STOLE PINK RABBIT, Coward, 1972 
MY SHALOM, MY PEACE, McGraw-Hill, 1974 

C. Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur Themes - New Promises 

Cohen, B. 
Cohen, B. 
Segal, L. 
Spier, P. 

THE BINDING OF ISAAC, Lothrop, 1978 
YUSSEL'S PRAYER, Lothrop, 1981 
TELL ME A TRUDY, Farrar, 1977 
NOAH'S ARK, Doubleday, 1977 

D. Sukkot - Harvests, Reaping, Thanksgiving 

Adler, D, 
Chaikin, M. 
Cohen, B. 
Drucker, M. 
Rand, B. 

HOUSE ON THE ROOF, Bonim, 1976 
I SHOULD WORRY, I SHOULD CARE, Harper & Row, 1979 
MOLLY'S PILGRIM, Lothrop, 1983 
SUKKOT, Holiday House, 1982 
JEWS OF KURDISTAN, Toledo Board of Jewish Education, 1978 

E. Simchat Torah - Treasures, Bible 

Banks, L. 
Ginsburg, M. 
Rittner, s. 
Shulevitz, u. 

SARAH AND AFTER, Doubleday, 1977 
TATTOOED TORAH 
RABBI SIMON AND HIS FRIENDS, Rittner, 1978 
THE TREASURE, Farrar, Straus, 1978 

Continued on page 10 
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USING CHILDREN'S LITERATURE continued 

F, Hanukkah -Light (Knowledge) & Victory 

ZLATEH THE GOAT, Harper, 1966 Singer, I. 
Sussman, S, THERE'S NO SUCH THING AS A CHANUKAH BUSH, SANDY 

GOLDSTEIN, Whitman, 1983. 

G, Tu Bi-Sh'vot - Trees and Human Roots 

Cohen, B. 
Heller, L, 
Meltzer 

H, Purim - Able Leaders 

Banks, L, 
Davidson, M. 
Marcus, A. 
Siegel, B, 
Suhl, Y. 

GOOSEBERRIES TO ORANGES, Morrow, 1982 
THE CASTLE ON HESTER STREET, JPS, 1982 
TAKING ROOT, Farrar, 1976 

SARAH AND AFTER, Doubleday, 1977 
GOLDA MEIR STORY, Scribner, 1979 
A PURIM ALBUM, UAHC, 1982 
LILLIAN WALD OF HENRY STREET, Macmillan, 1983 
UNCLE MISHA•S PARTISANS, Four Winds, 1973, 

I, Passover - Voyages to Freedom 

Geras, A. 
Holman, F, 
McDermott, B, 
Rosten, N, 
Sachs, M. 

VOYAGE, Atheneum, 1983 
THE MURDERER, Scribner, 1978 
THE GOLEM, Lippincott, 1975 
WINE GLASS, Walker, 1978 
CALL ME RUTH, Doubleday 

J, Lag Ba-omer - Scholars False and True 

Cohen, B. 
Simon, S, 

III. IDEAS 

KING OF THE SEVENTH GRADE, Lothrop, 1982 
WISE MEN OF HELM, Behrman, 1942 

A, Participatory Storytelling 
B. Slide shows 
c. Reader's Theatre 
D. Filmstrips - Professional and Homemade 
E. Photography 
F. Bookmaking 

JWB-JBC NATIONAL JEWISH BOOK AWARD FOR CHILDREN'S LITERATURE 

The Frank Memorial Award has been awarded to Chaya Burstein's The Jewish Kids 
Catalog , a landmark in the field of children's literature. This great little book 
contains many kinds of interesting facts and activities, Included in the wealth of 
material are Jewish names and their meanings, an annotated reading list, holiday 
coverage, material on sports heroes, games, music, recipes, ideas for communal 
projects, pen-pal possibilities, and much, much more, 

Ms. Burstein is now a two-time winner of this award. Her book, Rifka Grows Up, 
a story based on her mother's childhood in a shtetl, received this same honor in 
1977. 

The Jewish Kids Catalog was published in Philadelphia was by the Jewish Publication 
Society in 1983. It sells for $10.95, 
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BOOK REVIEWS 

BOOKS FOR ADULTS: 

Peters , Joan. ~F-=r..::::o.:.::m:......;;T..::::i~m;.:e;......:Imm=::..:e:..:m::;o:..;r::..:i::..a::..l::...:...: _T.:.h=e..,..::::.O.:.r..::::i.loOg~i;;.n;.;;s_.;;o;..f_t;.:h::..:e;;.....;A::..:r:..;a;;..b;;..-_J;...e;;..Wl.~· ::..:s;...h......;.C..::::o::..:n;...f-=1-=i-=c....;t;.......;O:..;v....;e:-=.r 
Palestine, New York: Harper & Row, 1984. Appendixes, including Maps, Notes, 
Bibliography, Index. 601 pp. $24.95, 

I 

If the material in this book were studied by policy makers, ttie knowledge and 
understanding gleaned from it could be instrumental in bringing peace and stability 
to the long-troubled Middle East. Historical and demographic data have been thorough
ly researched by Peters in libraries and archives in London, Oxford, Washington, D.C. 
and Jerusalem. 

Peters began this investigation sympathetic to the Palestinian refugee problem. 
The results of her research, however, caused her to reverse her postion and brought 
the revelation that Jewish immigrants to Palestine, in the pre-State period, did 
NOT drive out or crowd the "native" Palestinian Arab population. The belief that 
the Jews displaced nearly half a million Arabs who had been living on their native 
soil "from time immemorial" was found to be a myth, She proves that a substantial 
number of those claiming to be refugees from Palestine did not have solid roots in 
the country. Before 1948 they were mostly immigrants themselves from surrounding 
Arab states, or the children of these immigrants. This substantiated historical 
fact, therefore, nullifies Arab claims to land within the borders of the State of 
Israel, 

Furthermore, Peters demonstrates that not only were large numbers of Arabs 
not inhabitants of Palestine throughout history, but that they were attracted to 
its borders only after the Jews made the country economically productive and cre
ated new opportunities. 

At the same time that Arabs left Israel in 1948, an equal number of Jews exited 
from Arab countries -- Iraq, Morocco, Syria, Egypt, Algeria, Tunisia, Yemen -- and 
settled in the new Israel. There, in effect, was an exchange of population. Israel 
absorbed the Jews from Arab countries even though it was not easy to do so, Under 
similar difficult circumstances, more than two hundred million refugees from all 
over the world have been resettled since World War II. Only the Palestine refugee 
problem has never been resolved, in spite of the fact that it would have been very 
easy to resettle Arabs among Arabs, However, the Arab nations would not permit 
such a natural solution to run its course. They victimized the Palestinians by 
refusing to give them sanctuary. This crime against humanity was purposely perpe
trated as a tactical ploy against Israel. The Arab nations of the Middle East 
could not tolerate, as equals, an "infidel" nation in their midst, Israel had to 
be removed even at the cost of using fellow Arabs as pawns in their "holy" and po-
litical pursuits, Continued on page 12 
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From Time Immemorial continued 

Peters points out that, contrary to popular belief, throughout history, Jews 
living in Arab lands have been persecuted relentlessly. Behind this cruel treat
ment have been teachings in the Koran which villify "unbelievers" and call for their 
punishment. 

The world has been sadly misled; millions of people have suffered unspeakable 
torment; prejudice and hostility of Arabs towards Jews have been perpetuated, all 
because of misconceptions about the population of "Palestine" and illegal Arab immi
gration. We owe Peters a major debt of gratitude for her painstaking, judicious, 
and insightful investigative prowess. 

This book is "must reading" for anyone who wants a clear understanding of the 
problems of the Jew and the Arab in the Middle East. 

-- Muriel Moster 

Rochlin, Harriet and Fred. Pioneer Jews: A New Life in the Far West. Boston: 
Houghton Mifflin, 1984. 

Whether or not you are a Far West history buff, you are bound to find Pioneer 
Jews a treat. The husband and wife team who authored this book did painstaking, 
though personally gratifying, research into their topic which spans the 16th to 
20th centuries. The authors define the perimeters of the Far West as the Rocky 
Mountains to the East and the Pacific Ocean to the West but also include western 
Texas and the Black Hills of South Dakota. Any person having a mother or father 
who was Jewish, or any person who thought of themselves;or was regarded by others, 
as Jewish qualified as one of the pioneer Jews. 

The story of the Jews in the Far West began in the northernmost wilds of 
colonial Mexico. King Philip II gave one of the largest, most dangerous, and 
potentially the richest Spanish land grants in what is now Texas, New Mexico, and 
Mexico to Don Luis de Carvajal. What set this grant apart from others of the period 
was a non-existent clause specifying that colonizers must be at least fourth genera
tion Catholics. Later the Mexican Inquisition arrested and tried many of the colo
nizers who were thought (and were in fact) secret Jews. Many were tortured and 
burned at the stake; many confessed and did penance. Some were innocent and released; 
others fled to the West Indies, the British-American colonies, or to other Spanish 
prcv1nces. Little is known about the sur\7ivors. 

When Mexico revolted from Spain, the new republic hoping to develop its empty 
territories as the United States had done, opened its doors to strangers. During 
the period between 1821-1846 Jews entered the Mexican West (Texas, New Mexico, and 
California). A handful made the hazardous overland journey along the Santa Fe Trail 
"in hope of doing the 'Spaniards', as the Mexicans were generally styled in the West, 
out of a little surplus specie." 

Pioneer Jews took an active role in the west. Many were merchants, traders, or 
tailors. Some became miners, cattle ranchers, railroad builders, land speculators, 
and elected or appointed government officials. 

The numerous examples of art and photographs as well as the revealing excerpts 
from diaries, journals, oral histories, letters, biographies, newspapers, and business 
and public records are truly fascinating for both browsers and more serious readers. 
Well-recommended. --Susan Levine 
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REVIEWS continued 

Rubens, Bernice. Brothers. New York: Delacorte Press, 1983. 469 pp. $16,95. 

The history of the Jewish people is one of suffering, wandering, and, fortunately, 
survival. The npvel, Brothers, portrays the Bindel family as an example of what our 
people endured from 1825 to the 1970s. From czarist Russia to Europe to Israel and 
back again to today's Soviet Union, we follow the generations as they are affected 
by the rules and rigidities of the regimes under which they live. 

In every generation of Bindel brothers an inheritance handed do~ from father 
to son sustains and fortifies them in times of deprivation, imprisonment, and 
terror. From patriarch Jakob Bindel the words resound: "Survive, live at all costs, 
sacrifice everything, but live!" But, in each generation there is a brother who 
rebels against his religious heritage, against the faith that represents distinctive
ness and difference from the host culture; a brother who wants to adapt the ways 
of the non-Jew, who wants to avoid incurring the wrath of the authorities. 

Rubens is an excellent writer. Her material is in-depth and well-researched. 
She illustrates that despite being victimized and brutalized by the Hitlers of 
history, the Jews have prevailed and will continue to do so as long as they adhere 
to the essence and spirit of Judaism. She demonstrates that family bonds are the 
cornerstone and vitality of the Jewish community. She allows each dissenting 
brother to find out for himself that he can't really hide his Jewishness or escape 
the consequences of Jewish identity. She knows that Jews have always had to fight 
for survival, that grief and sorrow have always been their companions in alien 
lands, and that from the time Jakob's sons fled Odessa until his great-great-grand
sons were forcibly "repatriated" to the U.s.s.R. after World War II, "much was 
different, but little had changed" in the Soviet Union. They had to cope anew with 
repression, mass murder, and mind control. The reader sighs. Rubens makes him 
realize that there is always pain connecting the Jew with his past: 

-- Muriel Moster 

Teubal, Savina J. Sarah the Priestess: The First Matriarch of Genesis. Athens, 
Ohio: Swallow Press, 1984. 199 pp. $16.95. Paperback $8,95. 

Dr. Teubal has made an exhaustive study of the status of Sarah and the other 
Matriarchs in the Book of Genesis. The evidence obtained elevates their traditional 
subservient role to one of much greater importance. Sarah is portrayed as a Priestess 
from a Mesopotamian culture wherein such women held positions of respect and influence. 
In Canaan, she managed to maintain some of this authority, but it was constantly 
threatened by the (bad) materialistic native patriarchal environment. Against this 
background, the story of the Matriarchs can be meaningfully understood as a con
tinuing struggle to preserve the spiritual values of their (good) matriarchal cul
ture for themselves and their families. 

In spite of the fact that Dr. Teubal's arguments are very persuasive, her over-
all premise is not convincing. Rafael Patai comments in the Foreword: 

"Some critics will argue that, for all her erudition and skillful 
marshalling of evidence, the case remains circumstantial. The fact 
cannot be changed that nowhere in Genesis, or in all Jewish tradition 
for that matter, is there a clear statement as to Sarah's priesthood •••• 
the very word 'kohenet', the female form of 'kohan', "priest", has 
not survived in the Biblical Hebrew vocabulary." 

Continued on page 14 
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Sarah the Priestess continued 

Sarah the Priestess is a very readable book, Dr, Teubal exhibits rare talent 
in producing a Biblical commentary which is not only edifying, but entertaining as 
well. While the book is written on a high scholarly level, its appeal will also 
extend to those who possess only a casual curiosity about understanding the Bible, 
The latter will be fascinated by the originality of the writer's concepts and by the 
skillful way in which she argues her thesis, The book will be, needless to add, 
especially appealing to feminists, 

-- Julius B. Moster, Ph, D, 

Uris, Leon. 
566 pp. 

The Haj, Garden City, New York: Doubleday & Company, Inc,, 1984, 
$17.95, 

Uris' theme is again 20th century Palestine and the 
Israel, told in this novel from the Arab point of view, 
Tabah, and his family have lived for generations in the 
tegically located outside Jerusalem, The story focuses 
lives due to-the tumultuous events of modern history. 

founding of the State of 
Haj Ibrahim, muktar of 

primitive village~ stra
on the changes in their 

The reader sees very clearly how Arab leaders misled the Palestinians by cre
ating mistrust of the Jews, causing them to flee in 1948, with the promise that 
once all of Palestine was conquered and the Jews thrown into the Mediterranean, 
they would be able to return and reclaim not only their own land, but that of the 
Jews as well, Their leaders lied; then further deceived and manipulated them. 
The result is today's unsatisfactory situation, 

Uris traces the effect on Haj Ibrahim's family and villagers when they re
luctantly abandon their homes and property, becoming bedraggled, impoverished 
refugees, existing in camps amidst squalor and deplorable conditions, He factually 
depicts Arab leaders wanting to perpetuate their misery and malcontent so they will 
maintain a steady hatred for the "enemy", Israel. He illustrates the beginnings 
of the terrorist movement from among restless, uprooted Arab youth, who have been 
used for killing and creating havoc, not only among the Jewish population, but also 
among their own people, 

The writing for an author of Uris' stature is often awkward, The dependence on 
pages of historical facts to tell the story , instead of developing the plot, through 
CP2racterization and action; somehow diminishes the effectiveness of Tbe Hai. How
ever, more importantly, through his story the reader better understands the back
ground events which have contributed to the turbulence and upheavals in the Middle 
East, resulting in the plight of today's Palestinian refugees, 

Uris has been criticized for his uncompromising view of the Arabs in this book. 
Arab standards, religion, and mores are darkly depicted, There is little he relates 
about Arabs that is commendable or praiseworthy. The brutality, rigidity, and ma
levolence of the Arab way of life is emphasized, 

There is no doubt that Arab attitudes and not the laws or institutions of demo
cratic Israel are largely responsible for the quagmire in the Middle East today, 
Headlines conveying Arab intransigence, failure and refusal to recognize, negotiate, 
and live with Israel support his bias, Therefore, although Uris comes on very 
strongly about the unsavory aspects of the Arab character and reveals the financing 
of violence against Israel by Arab nations, conditions today lend credence to his 
theme and substantiate ito 

-- Huriel Hoster 




