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PRESIDENT'S CORNER 

As this year winds down, I want, first of all, to remind everyone in AJLSC 
that June will again bring a national Association of Jewish Libraries convention. 
Set in Atlanta on June 24 to 27, it promises to be every bit as stimulating and 
inspiring as our voyage last June on the Queen Mary in Long Beach -- though, not 
in quite so unique a setting. 

Also, I urge all our members to consider attending the outstanding conference 
put on each year by the Coalition for Alternatives in Jewish Education. There will 
be numerous lehrhauses and modules dealing with topics of interest to librarians, 
as well as an exciting library/resource center organized by our own members, 
Barbara Leff and Rick Burke. Save the last week in August for this mind-boggling 
potpourri of Judaism, conveniently located on the Stanford University campus in 
Palo Alto, California. And contact Barbara and Riek if you have suggestions for 
programming and exhibits you would find especially helpful. 

And while we're on the subject of being helpful ••••• athe idea has been broached 
of establishing a "Questions & Answers" or "Problems & Solutions" column to be run 
regularly in our Library Light. The Board enthusiastically endorsed this new ser
vice and has volunteered to serve as consultants in answering your queries. I 
invite you ALL to write in with all those dilemmas that, independently, you have 
been unable to solve.to your satisfaction. Your questions may range from simple (?) 
cataloging snags to circulation problems to how to best get an increase in your 
budget or salary. Just jot them on a postcard or slip of paper and mail to one 
of the editors, Joan or Jan, who will take care of soliciting just the right per
son to answer that particular type of question. 

A number of years ago, this type of Q & A service was an extremely popular 
feature of our AJLSC newsletter. During the year to come, we hope, with your 
help, to reinstate this kind of one-on-one problem sharing. 

May 7 

May 14 

May 20 

May 30 

June 6-7 

June 24-27 

August 20-23 

August 26-30 

Shalom, 

DATES FOR YOUR CALENDAR: 

Yom Ha' atzmaut (Israel Independence Day) 

AJLSC General Meeting - 7:00 P.M. -Jewish Community Library 
of the Bureau of Jewish Education 
Topic: Where to Find It When You Need It: 
Speakers: Hava Ben-Zvi, Rita Frischer, Adaire Klein, Barbara 

Leff, Fran Shuster, and YOU. 

Lag B'omer 

Jerusalem Day 

Shavuot 

Convention of Association of Jewish Libraries in Atlanta 

Annual Summer Institute - Jewish Federation Council Building 

CAJE at Stanford in Palo Alto, California 
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HIGHLIGHTS OF OUR NEXT MEETING 

The major problem for most librarians is finding quick, on-the-spot answers 
or directing users to the "best" definitive resource. Thus, in response to many 
requests, we present a bird's eye approach to WHERE TO FIND IT WHEN YOU NEED IT! 

This meeting will help you determine the best resources to buy with limited 
funds, some little-known "treasures" within the resources, and ways to utilize 
the resources within school and synagogue settings. Our focus will be on practi
~ resources for ~~ information, the kinds librarians use with children, 
teachers, parents, and the general lay public. 

We will attempt to cover: Dictionaries, encyclopedias, annuals, compendia, 
atlases, literature anthologies (quotations, short stories, rabbinics, folklore, 
humor, poetry), etc. The Judaica subject areas are: Bible, biography, Halakhah, 
history, holidays, holocaust, life cycle, contemporary issues, and Israelo 

We are delighted that the following librarians will be offering their expertise: 

HAVA BEN ZVI, Head Librarian, Jewish Community Library of the Bureau of 
Jewish Education, Jewish Federation Council, Los Angeles; 

RITA FRISCHER, Director of Library Services, Sinai Temple Library, L.A.; 
ADAIRE KLEIN, Coordinator of Library Services, Yeshiva University of Los 

Angeles and Simon Wiesenthal Center, Los Angeles; 
BARBARA LEFF, Library Director, Stephens. Wise Temple, Los Angeles; and 
FRAN SHUSTER, Librarian, Calabasas High School, Calabasas; volunteer 

Librarian, Maarev Temple, Tarzana. 

Also,~~ YQQ~ ~program •••• Please bring one favorite resource to 
share with us. Call Hava Ben Zvi (852-1234) on the meeting day; she will check 
our presenters' bibliographies to be sure it is not a duplicate. Your selection 
need not be a "Judaica resource", only a good resource for Judaica information. 

You can't afford to miss this very informative meeting. We look forward to 
seeing you on May 14th. 

--Barbara Leff, Program Chairperson 

HIGHLIGHTS OF OUR LAST MEETING 

Phyllis Zasloff, Day School librarian at Adat Ari-El spoke informally about 
the school's Library Club, composed of students in grades 4 and up. Each child is 
assigned a shelf for shelving and is expected to prepare three book reviews a year. 
Members help at the annual Book Fair, escort visiting authors through the school, 
and design bookmarks for distribution. The 17 members are recognized with a certi
ficate and small gift. Barbara Leff distributed related material prepared by Dorothy 
Schroeder: "Pupil Library Assistants", 

Paula Marcus, Middle School Librarian at Stephen s. Wise Day School discussed 
"Collection Management", She recommended that every library needs to have a collection 
development policy covering selection, withdrawals, and donations. She discussed 
necessary tool for conducting an inventory - shelf list cards, slips of paper for 
noting instructions (e.g. mend, discard, replace, etc.), and colored pencils. Shelf 
list cards should be flagged if a book is missing, and after six months a book should 
be considered lost, and a replacement should be considered. Guidelines for weeding 
have been published by the American Library Association. 

--Mindy Liberman 



AJLSC LIBRARY LIGHT -4- MAY/JUNE 1984 

INCREASING CIRCULATION - A CONSTANT CHALLENGE 

Circulation of books in any library always presents a challenge to a librarian, 
especially if it is a Judaic library that is situated in a Temple. As librarians, 
we are constantly looking for new ways to promote the library and all it has to 
offer. 

When I was informed by our Educational Director that Talmud Torah classes 
would be held on the first and third Saturdays of each month, I was given the 
opportunity, with the permission of the rabbi, to devise a check-out system 
which did not violate the laws of Shabbat. What better way to promote circulation 
of books and materials to the students and congregation than to have the library 
open on these mornings. 

As this system has proved successful and circulation has increased, I would 
like to share my method with you. 

1- Using your Temple roster run off address labels of all families, 
including children. A computer, if available, is an ideal tool. 

2- Attach labels to tops of blank book cards. 
3- Type date due cards as shown below on any colored index cardso 
4- Type ZIP CODE NUMBERS on narrow labels and attach to dividers in card 

file. 

FAMILY NAME CARD 

Martha/Saul Globerman 
 

 
Children: 
Gail-Jeff-Sari-Andrew 

Stays in separate com
partment in card file. 
Filed alphabetically in 
numerical order accord
ing to Zip Code. Sepa
rate Zip Codes with di
viders as seen below. 

91325 

BOOK CARD 

Call Number 
Author 
Title 

Book Card is clipped 
to back of family name 
card when checked out. 

DATE DUE CARD 

DATE DUE CARD 

Insert date due card in 
pocket of book when it 
is checked out. Make 
about 2 dozen and make 
more as you need them.· 
STAMP IN DUE DATE A DAY 
OR TWO BEFORE. 

--Martha Globerman 
Assistant Librarian, 
Temple Ramat Zion Library 
Northridge 
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CAJE RETURNS TO THE WEST COAST 

CAJE is an exhilarating experience! CAJE can give you the perspective that 
you need to start again in the fall - with renewed vitality and interest. 

CAJE is the Conference on Alternatives in Jewish Education, scheduled for Stan
ford University in Palo Alto,. California, August 26-30, 1984 (Shabbat is August 
24-26). The anticipated 1500 participants, from all philosophies and settings 
within Jewish education, will mix easily in this congenial setting because the 
focus is on learning and sharing. 

Each year, a library, teachers' center, media center, and computer center are 
set up on the host campus. This year these four components will be integrated 
into one comprehensive CAJE CONFERENCE RESOURCE CENTER. The RESOURCE CENTER, co
ordinated by Rick Burke, will be filled with materials and ideas for creative uses. 
t11aterials will be displayed by themes, including some hard-to-find materials on 
prayer, family crises, values, Israeli children's materials, etc. Other projected 
ideas: computer-generated bibliographies of display items, screenings of new audio
visual materials, copyable hands-on type of materials, and computers for review of 
J~wish educational software. 

CAJE always presents a variety of programming, including some with library
media orientation. Jewish children's literature is a staple at CAJE, and this 
year's presenters include Enid Davis, author of A Comprehensive Guide to Children's 
Literature with a Jewish Theme (Schocken, 1981), and Howard Schwartz, author of 
two new books on Jewish fairy tales and folklore. Additional presentations will 
be made by Rick Burke, Rita Frischer, Barbara Leff, and Anita Wenner (Denver)o 
Hands-on and computer sessions will be varied. In all, 400 speakers, the most 
creative people in the national and international Jewish education scene, will 
lead, demonstrate, and discuss topics that will expand your horizons and help keep 
your creative juices flowing. The evening programs are also a delight. 

For librarians, the selection and acquisition opportunities are wonderful, be
cause exhibitors include all the Jewish publishing houses - large and small. Come 
prepared to purchase; you can either take home or arrange fast delivery. You can 
also select (at cost) from an extensive COPY BANK of individually produced copy
able materials to add to your library collectiono 

CAJE was last on the west coast in 1980. It won't be here again for some time -
so take advantage of its proximity this year~ 

Conference rates (including double-occupancy campus housing, Kosher meals, and 
all workshops and programs) are $250 before May 15th, $300 after May 15th, for mem
bers; (Dues are $36 per year) extra fees for single room, child care (conferences 
for children and teens), non-members, and Shabbat. Most schools and synagogues 
subsidize CAJE conferences; ask NOW to be included - you deserve it! Also, the 
Bureau of Jewish Education and CAJE offer subsidies when neededo 

Day Schools: Check with your administrator - many are scheduling their pre
school meetings at Stanford to integrate with CAJE conference. 

DON'T MISS THE CAJE-STANFORD CONFERENCE •••••• AN EXPERIENCE YOU'LL NEVER FORGET! 

-- Barbara Leff 
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CAJE SUBSIDIZATION AVAILABLE 

On April 13, 1984, a letter was sent to religious and day school principals from 
the Bureau of Jewish Education. The Bureau announced that a $15,000 grant has been 
made to the Bureau by the Los Angeles Jewish Community Foundation in order to provide 
subsidies to local educators attending CAJE at Stanford this summer. 

1. All educators currently employed by Bureau-affiliated schools may apply. 
THIS INCLUDES LIBRARIANS! 

2. All requests for subsidization, and any necessary accompanying documentation, 
must be received by the B.J.E. prior to May 11, 1984. This is an absolute 
deadline. No extensions will be provided. 

3. In order to qualify, schools must furnish the B.J.E. with a letter, signed 
by the school principal. 

4. Principals have been provided with applications, which they have been 
asked to duplicate. However, we are providing a copy of the application also. 

s. Subsidies will fall within $100-150 per capita and are to be matched with an 
equal amount by the school requesting subsidization. 

6. Applications are to be sent to: Dr. Ron Reynolds 
Bureau of Jewish Education 
6505 Wilshire Blvd. Suite 710 
Los Angeles, Ca. 90048 

7. All subsidies will go directly to CAJE (to be credited to individual re
cipients) upon verification that a $50 (minimum) registration deposit 
has been received prior to June 1, 1984. (CAJE requires payment in full 
by July 1, 1984). 

Please contact your administrator as soon as possible, so that you won't miss 
this very important deadline!! 

FOR CONFERENCE DETAILS AND REGISTRATION 
FORMS, CONTACT CAJE CONFERENCE, 468 
PARK AVENUE, ROOM 904, NEW YORK, NEW 
YORK, 10016 - (212) 696-0740. 

NOTE: Some forms will be available 
at the May 14 AJLSC meeting 

AJLSC LIBRARY LIGHT is distributed free to AJLSC memberso 

EDITORS: Joan Buchbinder,  
Jan Sherman,  

Permission to reprint granted when credit is given to "Association of Jewish 
Libraries of Southern California LIBRARY LIGHT". 
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OFFERS, OPPORTUNITIES AND OPTIONS 

TEACHER AND LIBRARIAN AWARDS 

Awards for innovative curriculum materials and exemplary programs for class
room and library use will be granted by the Bureau of Jewish Education, Los Ange
les. The objective of the awards program is to recognize teachers in BJE affili
ated schools for their outstanding work and to encourage them to share their ideas 
and materials with colleagues. 

CASH PRIZES: 
Two Awards at $500.00 each 
Two Awards at $250.00 each 

$100.00 each - Five Honorable Mentions 
ELIGIBILITY: 

All teachers and librarians in BJE affiliated day and supplementary 
schools, including Judaic studies, general studies, early childhood, 
elementary, and secondary. 

JUDGING CRITERIA: 
Among the criteria to be used in the judging are clearly stated ob
jectives, originality and creativity, technical quality, aesthetic 
appeal, and provisions for evaluation of the material's effectiveness. 

ENTRIES MUST BE RECEIVED BY MAY 15, 1984. 

Please direct all questions to: 

LIBRARY FELLOWSHIP 

Dro Lorainne Fox - 852-1234 
Bella Bergman - 852-1234 

Ext. 
Ext. 

2215 
2240 

California State University, Los Angeles, is offering a fellowship for full
time study during the 1984-85 academic yearo The fellowship is intended to lead 
to both an M.A. in education and a Library Services credential. 

Teachers of Black, Hispanic, or Asian background are encouraged to apply. 
The recipient will receive a stipend of $4,000 over a 12-month period, plus uni
versity fees. 

Application forms and additional information may be obtained from: 

Dr. ~mrilyn W. Greenberg 
School of Education 
California State University, Los Angeles 
5151 State University Drive 
Los Angeles, California 90032 
(213) 224-3765 

APPLICATION DEADLINE IS JUNE 1, 1984. 
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OFFERS, OPPORTUNITIES AND OPTIONS continued 

LIBRARIAN WANTED 

Temple Isaiah has a combined library. The Eugene B. Levine Memorial L:l.brary 
is the adult congregational library. It is quite Reform in its scope, including 
works on the four divisions of Judaism and other comparative religions. The Re
ligious School Library supports the curriculum and provides reference and recre
ational materials for the students. For a number of years there has been a very 
successful winter reading program. 

Librarian's Hours: 10-12 hours per work for both libraries including Tuesday 
afternoon from 4-6 P.M. and Saturday morning from 9-1 P.M. 

Library Tasks: Ordering and purchasing, cataloging by Elazar system, 

Salary Range: 

Contact: 

all teclli~ical preparation, consultations with teachers, 
class visits for library orientation, etc., story sessions 
with primary grades. Clerical help will be available four 
hours per week, and a 16-17 year old aide will be assigned 
each school year. 

$8-10 per hour. The position will be open after July lsto 

Renee Hurewitz 213-277-2772 
Temple Isaiah, 10345 W. Pica Blvd., LoA. 90064 

ANNUAL SUMMER INSTITUTE 1984 

Dates: Monday, August 20 through Wednesday, August 22. Thursday, August 23 -
Early Childhood Day. 

Place: The Jewish Federation Council Community Building 
6505 Wilshire Boulevard, L.A. 

There will be a variety of workshops and your input is requested~~ 

Please return all materials for the Summer Institute as soon as possible to: 
Hava Ben-Zvi, Jewish Community Library, 6505 Wilshire Boulevard, L.A. 90048 
Tel: 852-1234, Exto 3202. 

ISRAEL AT 36 - A BRIEF BIBLIOGRAPHY 

FOR ADULTS 

MY MOTHER, GOLDA MEIR; A Son's Evocation of Life with Golda Meir. New York: 
Arbor House, 1983. Illus. 

ISRAEL IN THE MIND OF AMERICA by Peter Grose. New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1983, 
THE ANTI-ZIONIST COMPLEX by Jacques Givet. Englewood, N.Jo: S.B.S. Publishing, 1982. 

FOR CHILDREN 

SMOKE OVER GOLAN; a novel of the 1973 Yom Kippur War in Israel by Uriel Ofek. 
New York: Harper & Row, 1979. Ages 10-13o 

SABRA CHILDREN by Azriel Eisenberg. New York: Jonathan David, 1970. Ages 8-12. 
THE PATH OF THE ORANGE PEELS: Adventures in the early days of Tel-Aviv; Told and 

illustrated by Nahum Gutman. Ages 9-12o 
THE GIRLS IN THE VE1VET FR4ME by Adele Geras. New York: Atheneum, 1980. Ages 10-14c 

--Hava Ben-Zvi 
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HOW TO HANDLE THE HOLOCAUST 

Literature is an invaluable aid in teaching the Holocaust, for it reduces the 
incomprehensible figure of six millron dead to a more easily conceived experience 
involving one neighborhood, family, or child. It also removes the experience from 
the academic to the very personal, Each work dealing with the Holocaust, if it is 
worthy, should at least attempt to find some meaning and dignity in the travails of 
so many human beings. 

The different types of literature dealing with this subject have been described 
by Eric Kimmel in an article for the February, 1977 Hornbook: "Confronting the Ovens: 
The Holocaust and Juvenile Fiction". Kimmel sees a pattern similar to that of 
Dante's Inferno, The death camp experience is at the center of Hell; the lesser 
hells circle it in ascending order of horror, These rings are described below: 

I, Resistance Novels 
A, Young, non-Jewish people taking an active part in underground movements 

in their homelandso 
1, Saving Jews is just another underground activity, 
2o Though anti-Nazi, these protagonists often seem unable to grasp Nazi 

intentions toward Jews. Death camps are seldom mentioned. 
a. Code: Polonaise by Eva-Lis Wuorio is a prime example; virulent 

Polish anti-Semitism is neve~ mentioned, 
B. Jews in these novels are pictured as helpless unfortunates, 

1. They are completely incapable of coping with their own danger. 
2. Reactions range from impractical (a Rosh Hashanah service in To Fight 

in Silence) to total resignation (Mr. Jakoby in Bright Candles who 
sits and waits for the Gestapo), 

C, These are generally stories of optimism, avoiding the somber reality of 
genocide, 

D, Emphasis is on the sudden changing of roles and adaptability, 
II. Refugee Novels ( primarily written by Jews and often autobiographical) 

A, Deal with families fleeing Naziso 
l, Emphasis on sudden transformations ( Cultured, affluent Jews 

suddenly lumped with the poor, Yiddish-speaking masses, 
2, Families independently coping and making their own escape plans, 

B, Conspicuously missing is any sense of a positive Jewish identity, 
1, When Hitler Stole Pink Rabbit is a prime example, Although Papa 

says that Jews must be better than other people to prove the Nazis 
wrong, he celebrates the family's escape to France with a Christmas 
party. 

III. Occupation Novels 
A, Also set in countries under Nazi control, but the characters are not in

volved in the Resistance, 
lo Friedrich is the best example. Hans Peter Richter's book portrays 

a step~by-step process of Nazi persecution as Friedrich's family 
loses dignity, livelihood, property, protection, and finally lifeo 

2. The hiding books are particularly important because of the way 
children identify with loss of freedom compared with life just out
side the hiding placeso 
a, Anne Frank: Diary of a Young Girl is a powerful study of char

acter, showing human beings living under tremendous pressure. 
b, The Upstairs Room is also a character study enriched by its 

study of the heroic Dutch family that risked everything to save 
two young Jewish sisters, 
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IV. Heroic Novels: Two Types of Resistance 
A. Physical; involves actually fighting back with weapons 

lo Uncle Misha's Partisans is still the outstanding example of this. 
One of the few books where Jews are not helpless or dependent, where 
they have transcended fear of death. 

B. Moral: living on with hope despite death and corruption all around 
1. On the Other Side of the Gate by Yuri Suhl tells of a young couple 

trapped in a Polish ghetto who decide to have a baby as affirmation 
that there will always be Jews, long after their oppressors are gone. 

2. The Cigarette Sellers of Three Crosses Sguare by Joseph Ziernian tells 
of simple survival by a band of children living by their wits and 
caring for each other. 

V, Camp Novels 
A. Brings us into the world of the camps. Few tell of the nightmare as fully 

as does Elie Wiesel in Night, which is not a juvenile book but which is 
the best one to introduce the young adult reader (12 up) to truth un
varnished. Most juvenile books have trouble confronting this topic. 
However, in 1977 Kimmel found only I Am Rosemarie by l'1arietta Hoskin 
available. Since that time more titles have been added in this area, 
lo Elli: Coming of Age in the Holocaust by Jackson is an excellent 

new work. 
2. Fragments of Isabella by Leitner is another for the YA reader, 

I stand silently by the Wall 
Of Jerusalem. 
But the stones before me 
To me are only stones. 
People are praying, 
Crying. 
I know not why. 
When I see 
An old man 
Clothed in rags, 
A prayer shawl around his shoulders 
I watch that old man 
And in his eye I see 
A tear. 
Reflected in that tear 
I see soldiers 
Marching to war 
Knowing they will never again 
Come horne. 
I see fighting, 
Dying 
For their land 
And their God. 
I see a woman 
Huddled in a doorway~ 
I hear the shots around her 
And I see an infant 

THE TEAR 

--Rita Frischer 

In her Arms .• 
The shots will no more awaken him. 
I see a child 
Watch silently 
As her parents are taken away 
In a big truck, 
She does not know 
Where they are going 
But she hopes she may 
Go there also 
Very soon. 
I see a graveyard. 
Six million nameless 
Graves 
Cover the hillside. 
But soon the gardener 
May let the grass 
Grow too long 
That the graves might disappear 
From that hillside 
And our memories, 
I turn to the Wall 
Once more. 
I reach out my hand 
To touch the stone. 
I turn, 
But the old man 
Has gone. 

Lauren Frischer 
Hhen she was 15 years old 



AJLSC LIBRARY LIGHT -11- MAY/JUNE 1984 

A HOLOCAUST BIBLIOGRAPHY 

In 1951, the Knesset passed a resolution proclaiming the 27th day of Nisan as 
"Holocaust and Ghetto Uprising Remembrance Day - a day of perpetual remembrance 
for the House of Israel." Since then, we, along, with most other Jews outside of 
Israel, have usually observed the anniversary of the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising as a 
day of Kaddish, commemorating with assemblies. prayer and study, the Yahrzeit of 
the Six Million. 

But all too often librarians and teachers are faced with parents who, with all 
good intent, not only wish their childrQn to forget; they also wish them not to 
know. There is much sensitive and well-written literature designed to introduce 
the facts and implications of the Holocaust to children in terms they can handle. 
Still, even carefully chosen materials will sometimes bring about distressed re
actions from highly protective parents. "Why destroy their innocence?" they say. 
"What do children need to know about such things? Time enough when they are grown." 
They even used to say, "We live in a different world; such things are impossible 
to conceive of now," but the recent rash of overt anti-Semitic acts and resurgence 
of nee-Nazism has made that particular argument less convincingo 

We will not elaborate here on the usual arguments in favor of Yom HaShoah and 
the determination "Never to Forget". They explain themselves: that knowledge is the 
best assurance of self-protection; that those ignorant of the past ~re doomed to re
peat it; and that awareness of pain often nurtures appreciation of one's own good 
fortune and increased empathy for otherso 

With this in mind, we are providing a bibliography of some of the many excellent 
fiction and non-fiction works about the effect of the Holocaust on young people's 
lives. Each book on this subject is a valuable aid toward deepening awareness of 
this traumatic moment in our history. 

Aaron 
Abells 
Arnold 
Asher 
Baer 
Benchley 
Bezdekove 
Bishop 
Bunting 
Cowan 
Dribben 
Eliach 
Evenhuis 
Firer 
Flinken 
Forman 
Forman 
Greene 
Holm 

--Rita Frischer 

BOOKS FOR YOUNG READERS AND YOUNG ADULTS 

Gideon: A Novel 
The Children We Remember 
A Night of Watching 
Daughters of the Law 
A Frost in the Night 
Bright Candles 
They Called Me Leni 
Twenty and Ten 
Terrible Things 
Children of the Resistance 
A Girl Called Judith Strick 
Hasidic Tales of the Holocaust 
What About Me? 
The Twins 
Young Moshe's Diary 
Ceremony of Innocence 
My Enemy, My Brother 
The Summer of My German Soldier 
I Am David 

Jr. Hi - Adult 

Jr. Hi - Adult 
5 and up 
Jro Hi 
6 - 9 
6 - 9 
3 - 6 

6 and up 
6 and up 
YA - Adult 
6 - 9 

Jr. Hi and up 
Jr. Hi - Sr. 
Jro Hi - Sr. 
Jr. Hi - Sr. 
5 and up 

Hi 
Hi 
Hi 
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A Holocaust Bibliography continued 

Holm 
I 
Jackson 
Kerr 
Kugelmass & 

Boyarin 
Langer 

Levitan 
Moskin 
Murray 
Neshamit 
Orgel 
Prince 
Reiss 
Richter 
Richter 
Samuels 
Sachs 
Sevela 
Sommerfelt 
Stadtler 
Stern 
Suhl 
Suhl 
Switzer 
Uhlman 
Van Stockum 
Vivier 
Wuorio 
Ziemian 
Frank 
Hautzig 
Koehn 
Meltzer 

North to Freedom 
I Never Saw Another Butterfly 
Elli: Coming of Age in the Holocaust 
When Hitler Stole Pink Rabbit 
From a Ruined Garden: The Memorial Books of 

Polish Jewry 
Versions of Survival: The Holocaust of the Human 

Spirit 
Journey to America 
I Am Rosemarie 
The Crystal Nights 
The Children of Mapu Street 
The Devil In Vienna 
The House on the Common 
The Upstairs Room 
Friedrich 
I Was There 
Mottelle 
A Pocket Full of Seeds 
Why There Is No Heaven on Earth 
Miriam 
The Holocaust 
Elie Wiesel: Witness for Life (Biography) 
On the Other Side of the Gate 
Uncle Misha's Partisans 
How Democracy Failed 
Reunion 
The Borrowed House 
House of the Four Winds 
To Fight in Silence 
The Cigarette Sellers of Three Crosses Square 
The Diary of Anne Frank 
The Endless Steppe 
Mischling, Second Degree 
Never to Forget 

Have you some favorite resources to an
swer Judaica questions? If so, please 
share them with us on May 14. 

See "Highlights of our Next Meeting" 
article. Don't assume that our ex
perts will be presenting your favorite 
resource. Please present it yourself 
so we can all learn together! 

MAY/JUNE 1984 

5 and up 
5 - Adult 
6 and up 
5 - 6 
YA - Adult 

YA - Adult 

4 and up 
5 and up 
Jr. Hi 
Jr. Hi - Adult 
6 - 9 
6 - 9 
Jr. Hi 
5 and up 
5 and up 
6 - 9 
6 - 9 
Jr. Hi 
5 and up 
6 and up 
YA - Adult 
6 - 9 
6 - 9 
6 and up 
YA - Adult 
5 and up 
6 - 9 
6 and up 
Jr Hi - Adult 
6 - Adult 
6 - 9 
6 - 9 
5 and up 
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BOOK REVIEWS 

Albert, Gail, Matters of Chance, New York: G,P, Putnam's Sons, 1982, 
254pp. $14.95. 

Mona has everything - a loving husband who is a successful doctor, two won
derful kids, a penthouse apartment, tenure at the university, and the career 
she has always wanted, Yes, Mona has everything, including at the age of thirty
four, a life-threatening malignancy and some childhood memories that would make 
anyone have nightmares, 

While it can hardly be considered recreational reading, this well-written 
book has definite merit for anyone undergoing cancer treatment or sharing the 
travail of a loved one who is a victim, We pursue with Mona every possible path 
that may conquer the monster that has taken over her body. Desperate, she tries 
conventional medical treatment as well as special diets and vitamins, guided 
imagery, religion, and a psychic healer. 

Despite a background of a Jewish neighborhood and Jewish friends, the book 
really does not classify as a "Jewish" book. Rather, it is the story of Mona, 
her battle with cancer, and her attempt to exorcise the demons of her past, As 
a scientist herself, she wonders what type of people are susceptible to cancer 
cells and to what extent an individual can control his own body. Albert's re
search is excellent, and she approaches her material humanely and with gusto! 

Devine, Laurie, Nile, New York: Simon and Schuster, 1983, 476 pp. $16,95, 

Destined for the best-seller lists, the novel Nile will be of special inter
est to anyone who follows events in the Middle East, Covering a time span from 
September, 1945 to September, 1978, the book is of value for its important an
thropological and cultural material as well as for the significant story it por
trays of cross currents between Arab and Je1v, 

It is primarily through the portrayal of Arab, Mona Bint el-Hassan and her 
fellow Moslems that we learn of the character and nature of Egypt's people, 
their overwhelming poverty, their mores and religious sects, Mona's bitter
sweet love affair with Egyptian-Jew, Youssef al-Masri provides compelling human 
interest, It also realistically demonstrates how the twists and turns of fate 
can affect and influence many lives, 

Continued on page 14 
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Nile continued 

Devine has researched intensively both Egyptian and Israeli history, mores, 
and the sociology of their people. Her characters are extremely well-delineated: 
aristocratic Youssef, Jewish by birth only, has little interest in his heritage 
until he is forced to flee to Palestine, where dual loyalties create great 
anguish for him; Baruch, his uncle, who loves everything Egyptian to such an ex
tent that he becomes a Muslim; Rafael, Youssef's industrialist father, seemingly 
indifferent to Judaism and Zionism; Mona's mother, superstitious, ignorant, ma
nipulative, but a strong influence on her daughter; Lena, Youssef's mother, a 
most unlikely "Jewish mother". Nor should the river Nile be forgotten for the 
pull and power it exerts over the lives of the multitudes living along its shores. 

Challenging in its implications and provocative in the issues raised, Nile 
merits time, interest, and serious consideration. 

Elegant, Robert, Mandarin. New York: Simon and Schuster, 1983. 527 pp. $17.95. 

Jewish life has been extinct in China for about 30 years, and there is little 
evidence of the once flourishing Chinese Jewish community that existed for thou
sands of years. Elegant's novel, therefore, is of particular interest for it 
portrays not only a specific period in the history of China, but also spotlights 
two Jewish families living there - one Sephardic and one Chinese. 

The reader who is not thoroughly entranced with China may become impatient 
with the in-depth descriptions of battles and massacres among the various warring 
factions between 1854-1875. Nevertheless, one cannot help but be swept up by 
Elegant's story. Too, the author's range of knowledge is amazing and his expertise 
is unquestionable. Through his work, one better understands China and its people 
and gains greater insight into the role Jews may have played in its past. Char
acterizations are very strong and religious observances are well-drawn. 

However, the countless details and many names can be confusing. An American 
missionary once complained that the trouble with Chinese history is that there 
is so much of it. One gets the feeling that Elegant hasn't left out a single 
incidento 

Additionally, the actions of two main characters do not ring true. A Jewish 
parent is always eager for his daughter to have a husband, It is not plausible 
that for ten years Saul Haleevie would avoid telling Fronah of her husband's 
death; it also seems incredible that Gabriel, who loves her, would never reveal 
his mother•s Sephardic background. Yet Elegant's plot, in great measure, evolves 
around these "oversights". 

Regardless, the reader will be rewarded by the richness of this novel• His 
interest will be whetted, making him want to pursue further both the background 
of today's China and the Jewish presence there, 

Korenblit, Michael and Janger, Kathleen. Until We Meet Again. New York: G,P. 
Putnam's Sons, 1983, Photographs. 298 pp. $16.95. 

Elie Wiesel says that no one who did not actually experience the Holocaust 
Continued on page 15 
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Until We Meet Again continued 

can possibly write about it and do justice to its horrors. The story of teen
age lovers, Meyer and Manya and their large, devoted families is based on the 
reminisceneces of Korenblit's parents. As a second generation survivor he had 
a special interest in ferreting out this poignant history of his grandparents 
and in tracing his parents' nightmarish experiences during World War II. The 
efforts of the writers are highly commendable and certainly are not to be dis
missed as "just another Holocaust book". 

By war's end Nazi bestiality succeeded in annihilating 90% of Poland's 
Jewish population. How then did young Meyer Korenblit and Manya Nagelsztajn 
manage to survive internment in eleven concentration camps under conditions 
that almost defy credulity? Luck, allied with chance, and an ingrained opti
mism that one day they would be reunited •••• such were the props that kept 
the young people alive, day by difficult day. 

It is uplifting to read of the fight to remain human, of the sheer will not 
to succumb to Nazi sadism. This story of the love and devotion of two people 
who sustained and nurtured one another is engrossing, gripping reading of the 
past. It is also necessary reading for the present when newspapers report the 
shocking increase of neo-Nazi incidents and the revival of Nazi activity in 
Germany today. 

Segal, Brenda Lesley. If I Forget Thee. New York: St. Martin's Press, 1983o 
408 pp. $16.95. 

News about Israel inevitably hits the front pages; the media abound with 
references, often unsympathetic, to the Israelis and the problems they create 
because of their "intransigence" and refusal to compromise their standards. 
For this reason it is worthwhile reading a book like If I Forget Thee which 
takes us back to another era of our history, the ancient period of the Jewish 
peoples. 

In Segal's excellent sequel to The Tenth Measure, which was the story of the 
war between the Jews and Rome that culminated on Masada, we follow the Judean re
bellion led by the charismatic Bar Kokhba. Having already destroyed the Temple 
in Jerusalem and subjugated their Jewish subjects, the Roman Caesars were still 
not content. Decrees were issued forbidding circumcision, limiting the preroga
tives of the Sanhedrin, forbidding the enclaves of rabbis in Yavneh, outlawing 
rabbinical regulation of the Jewish calendar, and banning reconstruction of the 
Temple in Jerusalem. 

Despite threats of further oppression and slavery, the Jews unified, backing 
Bar Kokhba. Again blood flowed, sacrifices were monumental, and desolation and 
destruction brought a new wave of Roman terror to the helpless Jewish people. 
Rome conquered all and prevailed victoriously. But did it really? 

Through Segal's gripping characters, both the fictional and the historical, 
we gain deeper understanding of our present crisis, as well as insight into our 
earlier history. Although they were defeated time and time again, the Jewish 

Continued on page 16 
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NEW SUPPORT MATERIALS FOR LIBRARIANS 

Gaining proper institution support is one of a librarian's main problems, 
One solution may be to educate administrators so that they understand library 
needs. To reach administrators, Barbara Leff, Library Director of Stephen s. 
Wise Temple in Los Angeles, has written the following for administrative publi
cations: 

l. "What is the Key to a Quality School Library?" (Pedagogic Reporter: 
A Forum for Jewish Education, January 1984; pages 19-21), 

Written to promote proper library staff and as a support document 
when requesting library personnel budget in religious school and day schools. 
Focus is on effective utilization of library personnel to satisfy principal, 
teacher, and student needs. 

2. "The Library-Media Center" in The Jewish Principal's Handbook, 
edited by Audrey Friedman Marcus and Raymond A. Zwerin (Denver: Alternatives 
in Religious Education, 1983; pages 247-265). 

Designed to assist libraries in any pha.se of operation -- whether 
new or at maintenance and growth levels. For principals, but equally helpful 
for library personnel. Explains enough about libraries for principals to be
come intelligent decision-makers and supporters of religious school and day 
school libraries. Based upon a managerial model that presents library develop
ment as a continuous cycle: Needs and Resources Assessments, Goals and Objectives, 
Collection Development, Services/Programs/Activities, Personnel, Facilities, Ad
ministration, Budgeting and Fundraising, Evaluation and Modification. Includes 
Bibliography and Sourceso (Note: Printer's error, page 261, Ul3, under Fund
raising: Should read "Centerpieces use books as centerpieces ••• "). 

3. "Audiovisual Equipment" - with Anita Wenner (Denver AJLSC member) 
in The Jewish Principals Handbook (see above; pages 227-245). 

Covers creative uses of audiovisual equipment and includes many ex
amples for religious or day school settings (including libraries). Also 
covers rationale for audiovisual use, role of principal, copyright precautions; 
extensive bibliography and sources. AV equipment covered: Card Reader, Film
strips, Microcomputers, Motion Picture Projection, Overhead Projection, Phono
graph, Photographs and Slides, Tape Recorder, Telephone, and Video, 

Most principals should have the above publications. Ask to borrow and read. 
Then, when you need support, you can refer your principal to his/her own resources: 

A NEW PROFESSIONAL JOURNAL 

In the Winter, 1984 edition of "Top of the News", Vol. 40, tf2, there is an 
announcement of a new professional journal, "Judaica Librarianship". Pub-
lished semiannually, it will be.devoted to the management and organization of 
Judaica and Hebraica collections. Included in its pages will be columns and 
articles on acquisitions, cataloging, reference, automation, rare books, media 
and children's literature. Articles and news items should be submitted to the' 
editor~: Marcia W, Posner and Bella Hass Weinberg, Judaica Librarianship, 19 
Brookf~eld Road, New Hyde Park, NY 11040. Subscription orders ($25; $18 for 
students and retirees) should be sent to Sylvia Friedman, 26 Pitney St., West Orange, 
N,J, 07052. Make checks payable to the Association of Jewish Libraries. 
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If I Forget Thee continued 

people always turned to Torah and Law for strength, sustenance and survival. 
That is why this is essentially a novel of love: love of the Jewish people 
for their land and Law; love of man and woman, and of many men and women who 
comprise our people and perpetuate our traditiono 

For those interested in background material for the upcoming NBC miniseries, 
"A.D.", this book is highly recommended. 

Shamir, Ruth. All Our Vows. New York: Shengold Publishers, Inc., 1983, 
190 pp. $ll. 95 

The damaged six-pointed star on this novel's jacket design is an apt 
appraisal of what happened to the vows made by Israel's pioneers. The 
ideals and dreams of the early settlers are seen as shattered and sullied when 
Miri, the book's protagonist, returns to her native Israel. She detects much 
turbulence, greed, crime, racial animosity, and corruption. In her youth she 
had envisioned a country unified by nationalism, a land where the highest values 
and principles of Judaism would be exemplified by politician and ordinary citi
zen alike, a State where Jews would live and build and progress in harmony -
these were "All Our Vows", 

To her disillusionment this was not the scene in the early 1970'so Through 
her turbulent love affair with an Israeli army officer who epitomizes many of 
the goed and bad traits of Israel, she realizes that time and effort are necessary 
for resolving conflicts and realizing objectives. In addition, she recognizes 
that a revival of national spirit, courageous leadership, commitment, and re
sponsibility are vital in order for Israel to be rehabilitated, 

Although there is little skill or craftsmanship in Shamir's writing, her 
book is entertaining and worth reading for its history and understanding of 
Israel's problems. 

--Muriel Moster 

Worth, Richard. Israel and the Arab States. New York: Franklin Watts, 1983o 
$10o95. 

I've been searching for some time for a book that covers the Israel-Arab 
conflict and meets the following criteria: Good historic and current coverage, 
easy and interesting to read for junior/senior high and adults, succinct quo
tations, balanced views of both sides, indexed and up-to-date (including the 
Lebanon crisis). In its 84 pages, Israel and the Arab States meets these quali
fications. I even had my rabbi read it to confirm the accurate and fair treat
ment and overall good coverage of the topic. Though written for young adults, it 
is highly readable for adults who are looking for a quick overview. 

--Barbara Leff 
Library Director, 
Stephen s. Wise Temple, LoA. 
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AN ABUNDANT ASSORTMENT AVAILABLE 

Please remember that the Peter M, Kahn Jewish Community Library is a fabulous 
source for materials, Some publications and VHS video cassettes that may be of 
interest to you are discussed below, 

PUBLICATIONS 

A SEDER FOR SHAVUOT. Compiled and edited by Hava Ben-Zvi, Bureau of Jewish 
Education of Los Angeles, 1984. 25 pp. $2,00. 

The purpose and aim of this "Seder" is to assist teachers in both teaching and 
celebrating Shavuot, emphasizing facts, customs, and traditions. Organized as a 
Seder, the booklet may be used around a table, while children dressed in white take 
turns in reading their various parts, asking the four questions, while enjoying a 
dairy feast. Background information, poems, quotations suitable for discussion, 
legends, jokes, songs, a dramatization of The Book of Ruth, and an extensive bib
liography are included, 

~B~U~I~L~D~E~R~S~O_F~M~O~D~ER~N~I~S_R~A~EL~~'-1~9~4~8---1~9~8~4. A strategy for research, involvement, and 
funo By Hava Ben-Zvi. Bureau of Jewish Education of Los Angeles, 1984, 
16 pp. $1. 50 • 

Prepared to assist teachers in the celebration of Israel's 36th Independence 
Day, the booklet's purpose is to acquaint students with many of Israel's leaders, 
their stories, aspirations, and contributions, Detailed, specific, and commonly 
available sources of information are given for each leader, encouraging and 
teaching students the use of libraries and research materials. Many imaginative 
methods are suggested for class presentations, such as: role playing, scrapbooks, 
newspaper reporting, oral reports, and more. 

VHS VIDEO CASSETTES 

A SPECIAL MOTHER'S DAY- Color, 20 min., Age 14 & up, 

A touching, moving, and sensitive film that captures the spirit and excitement 
of a special Mother's Day celebration for older women at the Westside Jewish Communi
ty Center in Los Angeles. The movie tells the story of Rose, who is homebound, 
living alone, and a recipient of home delivered meals. With the assistance of staff 
and volunteers, she is able to attend this festive celebration provided by the Kosher 
Meals Program, 

THE FALASHAS -Color, 13 min., Age 14 & up, 
This excellent film on the plight and determination of the Falashas of Ethipia 

who hope to move to Israel. The movie depicts the journey of Los Angeles Jews to 
a primitive village, where the Falasha villagers come to realize that the Americans 
not only share a common heritage but also read from the same Torah, 

FROM OPPRESSION TO FREEDOM: THE RUSSIAN NEWCOMERS - Color, 20 min, Age 14 & up. 

This highly effective documentary describes the arrival of new Jewish immi
grants from the Soviet Union to the United States and depicts their participation 
in our community, During the film, we visit the first L.A. "Run for Soviet Jewry", 
Jewish Family Service, and a Westside Jewish Community Center English class for 
Russians, An excellent film for those interested in the Russian newcomers to Los 
Angeles. 

Film secretary on duty: Monday-Friday, 9 A.M. - 12 noon. Call: 852-1234, Ext, 3202 




