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PRESIDENT'S CORNER 

You may remember that in our September/October LIBRARY LIGHT, I spoke about 
Moment Magazine's deletion of their annual children's book reviews. I took all 
of us .to task for not having responded positively to this and other examples of 
book support services and issued the war cry "WRITE-WRITE-WRITE. •• Barbara Leff, 
our Program V.P., took me seriously and wrote a letter to L~onard Fein, Moment's 
editor, asking that he reconsider and reinstate some kind of coverage of 
children's books. 

She received two answers. The first politely acknowledged her interest and 
promised the matter would be given some thought. The second, a month later, is 
quoted below: 

" ••• Essentially two considerations have prompted us to decide not to make a 
regular feature of the review of children's literature. First, there's the fact 
that we can't do a proper job in less than--at the very least--eight pages, and 
that's a significant chunk of the magazine to devote to a subject that is of 
little or no interest (we think) to very many of our readers." 

(Editorial comment here from your president: First, eight pages is a lot; 
however, remove the three or more· pages inserted by the art director, giving 
replicas of book jackets, and you would have a far shorter article which could 
be kept even more concise. Any capable reviewer would rather turn out brief 
reviews than none. As for the subject being of little interest, surely many 
of Mr. Fein's readers, young parents or grandparents, must use such a summary 
during trips to the library or bookstore. Besides, if "interest" to the great
est number is Moment's prime criteria, why not articles solely about computers 
or TV games?) 

To continue the quote: "Second, and more compelling, we've not yet figured 
out after all these years, how to handle reviews of 'adult' books. I know 
that's a job that's being done elsewhere, but we feel a bit silly, given the 
general nature of Moment, running a comprehensive review of kids' books while 
being as uneven as we still are on adult books. So, until we've figured out an 
approach to the one, we're not likely to do anything regular on the other." 

(Need I comment? Is paralysis on regular adult book reviewing really a rea
sonable rationale for eliminating once yearly coverage of children's books? And 
is this not a short sighted stance? After all, by encouraging Moment's adult 
readers to "think books" for Chanukah gifts, would not Mr-.. Fein be helping to 
produce a whole new generation of readers and potential Moment subscribers?) 

In his concluding paragraph, Mro Fein admits he is following his "hunches" 
that nobody cares about children's book reviews and that he could be wrong. If 
you wish to refute his "hunch" you can write: Leonard Fein, MOMENT Magazine, 
462 Boylston Street, Boston, MA 02116. 

We recently heard that the Wilshire Boulevard Temple Library (Dorothy 
Schroeder's home away from home and the site where she taught so many of us a 
love of Judaica librarianship) has now been broken up and moved to a location 
on an upper floor where it can better serve the school. The collection is being 
weeded audits emphasis will be reconsidered, all in the name of change, progress, 
and necessity~ 

Continued on page 3 
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PRESIDENT'S CORNER continued 

I confess my first reaction was horror, I trained in that big old room, 
and I was indignant at the thought of its being dismantled. When emotion 
cooled and I had a chance to think about it more logically, though, I realized 
that an unused or underused library is a dead thing, however much sentiment is 
attached to it. In fact, this change could prove to be beneficial if it reju
venates the collection, excites the teachers and children about their convenient 
"new" library, and involves the current librarian in a program of outreach and 
service rather than collection maintenance chores. 

Nevertheless, we should each of us take responsibility for keeping our lay 
people and administration aware and sensitive to the role of our libraries and 
the priority they deserve to be given in institutional planning. We are not 
fund raising arms of our temples and schools; we are not generally a high visi
bility service; therefore, we run a constant risk of being overlooked or being 
handled cavalierly by even the most book-loving rabbis, directors, or lay board 
members. Space and money are short in every synagogue and school. We must 
constantly remind the people in decision making positions that our libraries 
deserve their proper share of both these scarce commodities, for our libraries 
represent what is best in the Jewish people and the institution itself. 

e~ ~-~ck../ 
HIGHLIGHTS OF NEXT MEETING 

Viable libraries survive: Thus, our topic: Toward Growth and Change. 

Collection Management: Growth comes not only by adding to a collection 
but also by knowing your inventory and weeding the expendibles -- to clear 
space for healthy growth and change. Paula Marcus came to Stephen s. Wise Tem
ple Day/Middle School Library from many years as a children's public librarian. 
There she participated in continuous inventory and weeding -- while the library 
was in full operation. Paula will share some of those techniques and decision
making judgments as well as others that are prevalent today in the library field. 

Library Student Service Club: Students also grow and change, and what better 
environment than in a school library. Phyllis Zasloff has created a Library 
Club that has become a school status symbol at Adat Ari-El Day School. She will 
talk about how her working club evolved to meet her library needs, She will also 
describe the student tasks and rewards, advantages and disadvantages, and why she 
and the students enjoy it so much, 

Be sure to attend on March 5th - 7 PM - at Adat Ari-El Library. 

--Barbara Leff, Program Chairperson 
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SNEAK PREVIEW OF OUR MAY 1984 MEETING: 

REFERENCE QUESTIONS are a delight when you know how to find the answers 
and a dread when you don't·. We'll try to highlight the most useful Judaica 
reference works in a synagogue and day school collection. 

Have any specific reference or research problems you'd like us to tackle? 
Drop us a line NOW, so we can be prepared to answer your needs. Write Barbara 
Leff, AJLSC Program Chairperson, Stephen s. Wise Temple Library, 15500 Stephen 
s. Wise Dr., Los Angeles, CA 90077. 

This meeting is set for May 7th, 7 PM, at Jewish Community Library, Jewish 
Federation Building, Los Angelep. Save the date! 

March 1 

March 5 

April 2 

May 7 

FUTURE EVENTS 

CAJE West Coast Women's Group Meeting - 12:00 Noon -
National Council of Jewish Women, 543 N, Fairfax 
Avenue -Jewish Women's Resource Library - 2nd 
Floor. RSVP Shoshana Hirsch Yom-Tov 

AJLSC General Meeting - 7:00 P.M. - Adat Ari El 
Library, North Hollywood. Hostesses: Phyllis 
Zasloff and Grace Friedman 

Board Meeting - 7:00 P.M. - Home of Fran Shuster, 
  

call Fran -  

AJLSC General Meeting - 7:00P.M. -Jewish Community 
Library, Jewish Federation Building, L.A. 

AJLSC LIBRARY LIGHT is distributed free to AJLSC members. 

EDITORS: Joan Buchbinder,  
Jan Sherman,   

DEADLINE FOR MAY/JUNE LIBRARY LIGHT IS APRIL 2, 1984. 

Copy submitted should be typed. 

Permission to reprint articles from LIBRARY LIGHT is granted when credit is given 
to "Association of Jewish Libraries of Southern California LIBRARY LIGHT". 

-;'~':-;'~':-;':-;':-;':-;':·l:.,':"':t':"f:"'k-;':··k-;':-l:-;':i':-;':··k-;':i':i':·k"fn':i'·•l:*/:"'l:t':-;':i':..,•:-J:-;':·l:·'l:--;':~':":.':-;':-;~h':-4h':"'ih':··k':':i':-;':-:,':-:,'....····k-;':-;~-;':-;':·k-;~-;':-;':-;': 

SELECTED BOOKS FOR A BAR/BAT MITZVAH: Rita Frischer has compiled a list of books 
for the Jewish Book Council. If you feel this specialized bibliography may be of 
use to you, write: Jewish Book Council, 15 East 26th Street, New York, New York 10010. 
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PURIM PROMISES PLENTY OF PLEASURE 

PURIM, festival of merriment and memories, is said to have originated about 
2,400 years ago, but since that time there have been many other Purims in Jewish 
history. The Jewish Encyclopedia lists them all, from the first to the most re
cent one, known as the Burgel Purim, which took place in Tripoli in 1793. It 
involved a Pasha whose restrictive measures against the Jews were ~bearable, 
until a beautiful woman from the Jewish communi~y became an influence in the 
Pasha's life and saved her people from opression, 

Purim has grown in significance until in many countries it has becomB carni
val time, with plays and pageants, exchange of gifts (called Shalach Monos), and 
gifts to the .needy. Food, drink, and laughter are the order of the day, so in 
accord with the season's atmosphere of exuberant rejoicing, I want to call your 
attention to some books which are truly funny, 

First, consider preparing yourself for Purim parties by boning up on jokes 
from any of the following hilariously humorous compilations of wit and wackiness: 

Asimov, Isaac - A TREASURY OF HUMOR: A LIFETIME COLLECTION OF FAVORITE-JOKES, 
ANECDOTES AND LIMERICKS WITH COPIOUS NOTES ON HOW TO TELL 
THEM AND WHY 

Ausubel, Nathan - A TREASURY OF JEWISH HUMOR 
Blumenfeld, Gerry - SOME OF MY BEST JOKES ARE JEWISH: , 

·Novak, William & Moshe Waldoks, eds, - THE BIG BOOK OF JEWISH HUMOR 
Learsi~- Rufus - FILLED WITH LAUGHTER:. A FIESTA OF JEWISH FOLK HUMOR 
Mindess, Harvey - THE CHOSEN PEOPLE? A TESTAMENT, BOTH OLD & NEW TO 

THE THERAPEUTIC POWER OF JEWISH WIT AND HUMOR 
Rosten, Leo - HOORAY FOR YIDDISH! A BOOK ABOUT ENGLISH 
Spalding, Henry - ENCYCLOPEDIA OF JEWISH HUMOR, FROM BIBLICAL TIMES TO THE 

MODERN AGE 
- JEWISH LAFFS 

-------- A TREASURE TROVE OF AMERICAN JEWISH HUMOR 

Then, when you've prepared yourself by chuckling and chortling through one 
of the above, move on to any of the works by Harry Golden, such as ESS, ESS, 
MEIN KINDT, a very appropriate book when facing a plate of hamentashen. Read 
I,B, Singer's nonsense stories aloud to your students or share Shel Silverstein's 
mad poetry during your story hour. Console yourself on your advancing years by 
reading Albert Vorspan's MAZEL TOV~ YOU'RE MIDDLE AGED, and face parenthood 
bravely, with a smile, after reading his SO THE KIDS ARE REVOLTING,,,? A GAME 
PLAN FOR JEWISH (AND ALL OTHER) PARENTS, 

You'll appreciate more fully the wryness of Israeli humor after you read 
Ephraim Kishon's SO SORRY WE WON OR WOE TO THE VICTORS and you can smile 
through the not-so-funny history of Israel while perusing Noah Bee's IN SPITE 
OF EVERYTHING: A HISTORY OF THE STATE OF ISRAEL IN POLITICAL CARTOONS, 

Don't forget the many works of Shalom Aleichem, Or, should you care to take 
a more analytical approach to the Jewish funny bone, you might enjoy such studies 
as Theodor Reik's JEWISH WIT or Ruth Wisse's THE SCHLEMIEL AS MODERN HERO. And 
children will giggle over Yuri Suhl's THE PURIM GOAT or E.L. Konigsberg's ABOUT 
THE B'NAI BAGELS. So, remember,o •• 

In the immortal words of funny man Sam Levenson, YOU DON'T HAVE TO BE IN 
WHO'S WHO TO KNOW WHAT'S WHAT. For Purim, what's what is to rejoice, to laugh, 
and to enjoyo YOU CAN SAY THAT AGAIN, SAM, 

--Rita Frischer 
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A PROJECT FOR PURIM 

Are you looking for new ways to decorate your bulletin boards or windows? 
Here's an idea that I created, which is proving successful with the students 
in our Talmud Torah, As you can see, there are four Purim figures outlined on 
the page. Have someone with a bit of artistic talent draw these figures on heavy 
duty oaktag; use one piece oaktag per character. Color the figures in with mark
ing pens, and using clear contact paper, cover the oaktag for protection. Cut 
out the figures along the outside line and, last but not least, cut out the 
facial part. Hang the figures on your bulletin board or window, and ask students _ 
to bring in a small snapshot of themselves. Fill in the facial opening with a 
collage of students' faces, This can be a subtle way of bringing them into the 
library. These figures can also be used in a Purim play. 

--Martha Globerrnan, Assistant Librarian 
Temple Ramat Zion, Northridge 
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REVIEWS OF ADULT BOOKS 
by 

Muriel Moster, Volunteer 
Sinai Temple Library 

MAR./APR. 1984 

Cohen, Arthur A. 
1983. 228pp. 

An Admirable Woman. 
$14.95. 

Boston: David R. Godine, 

Cohen has a fine reputation as a scholarly writer dealing masterfully 
with religious and philosophic themes. In this novel, his protagonist is 
a highly literate college professor, who, despite having to uproot herself 
and her husband from Nazi-dominated Europe, always manages to act sensibly 
and sagaciously. 

Written like a memoir, Erica tells about her life from the vantage point 
of a seventy-two-year old woman recalling events. Being an only child of 
assimilated German-Jewish parents, she made books her closest companions 
and gleaned her ideas from libraries, study, and research. After she and 
her husband, an art historian twenty years her senior, arrive penniless in 
the United States, Erica gradually achieves success and fame. Her highly 
acclaimed book examines 2,000 years of European civilization with the focus 
on the institutions and traditions of freedom as opposed to political subju
gation. 

One wonders why Cohen chose to call Erica "admirable", which implies that 
more women might like to emulate her. Intellectual, yes, but not necessarily 
a paragon or one arousing envy. Even when she fell in love with another man, 
Erica exercised strong control over her emotions and never physically con
summated the relationship. Yet in analyzing their love and her feelings, she 
manages to convince the reader that it isn't necessary to make love in order 
to love someone. 

Readers who enjoy the deep, profound, erudite material found in Cohen's 
works will find more of the same in this book. 

Reisman, Arnold and Ellen. 
Publishing, Inc., 1982. 

Welcome Tomorrow. Cleveland, Ohio: North Coast 
176pp. Softcover. 

Returning to Lodz, Poland at the invitation of the Polish National Academy 
of Science, Reisman reviews the irony of events which have led him h~ck to his 
birthplace. At the age of seven, he fled with his family from Nazi-occupied 

Poland to the Soviet Union where he endured the hardships of the war years by 
being forced to assume adult responsibilities. Although the family was success
ful in its evacuation to the west, the conscription of the father, the dis
appearance of the older brother after his recruitment by the Soviet army, and 

Continued on Page 8 
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Welcome Tomorrow continued 

the death of the crippled sister, soon left young Reisman with the burden of 
caring for and protecting his mother. 

No doubt about it, He grew up fast. Living by wits and cunning, he 
foraged for food and worked with partisans. Miraculously, despite their 
years of suffering, their constant peregrinations amidst the upheavals of 
war, Reisman and his parents managed to survive. However, when they returned 
to Lodz, further heartache awaited them, For they found themselves unwelcome 
in a wartorn, deteriorated city. 

This little volume is worthwhile reading, Told from the perspective of 
one who lived history, it witnesses the division of Poland, the Soviet accord 
with Nazi Germany, and the suffering resulting from the hateful actions of the 
Nazis and Poles. Reisman had seen vast areas destroyed, existed as a refugee 
fleeing bombings, and finally at war's end, was caught up in a divided Germany. 
Living under both American and British occupation, his family, aided by UNRRA, 
finally was permitted to embark to the United States. Certainly this is enough 
of a background to warrant writing a book, 

Stampfer, Judah. Fathers and Children. New York: Schocken Books, 1983. 
273pp. $15.95. 

Waldman, Bess. The Book of Tziril: A Family Chronicle. Marblehead, Mass.: 
Micah Publications, 1981. Glossary of Yiddish vocabulary. 250pp. 
Softcover. $7.50. 

The similarity of subject matter merits reviewing these books togethero 
While individual characters and plot may differ, each book tells the story 
of Eastern European families caught up in the conflict between change and 
tradition in the 19th centuryo Fathers and Children is a novelo The Book 
of Tziril is a true story about the author's grandparents; but in both books, 
Jewish families living in shtetls are victimized by czarist regimes, are en
veloped in rebellion against religious orthodoxy, and are confronted with 
problems of adaptation to a new culture when they emigrate. 

Those of us with Ashkenazic roots will relate immediately to these people, 
for they might have been from our own families. We see them without the usual 
romanticism. The love, loyalties, and closeness among them are there, but both 
Waldman and Stampfer also depict the rivalries, animosities, and infidelities. 
The realistic situations they faced both in Europe and in America and their re
sponses to their constant challenges endear them to the reader. 

Tziril's story is riveting. From an orphaned childhood, hardship dogged her 
life. After marrying, she suffered-the loss of one of her two children, Her 
husband had gone to America with the understanding that when he accumulated 
enough money he would send for them. But by the time he did, Tziril was deeply 
involved in the life of an elderly half-sister and was reluctant to leave the 
dying woman. For twelve years she was haunted by conflicting loyalties. 

Finally arriving in America with her grown daughter, Tziril coped in her 
usual determined and spirited manner with a society that strongly contrasted 
with her former life. Her reaction to change and a new life was admirable. 
This is a deeply satisfying and rewarding book about a family with whom we can 
relate • ~ 

Continued on Page 9 
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Fathers and Children continued 

Stampfer's book also gives us insight into past generations, the problems 
inherent in living in Russia where pogroms and military conscription wreaked 
havoc on Jews. As if contending with all that weren't enough, pettiness, 
narrow, superstitious religious demands, and grinding poverty made life rough, 
harsh, and unbearable. This book highly qualifies as an excellent example of 
a "Jewish" book for the picture it gives of Yeshiva and shtetl life, of the 
animosities among Litvaks and Galitzianer, of shadchanim, of Belzer chasidim, 
and Russian life in general. 

This is a generational story, depicting family separation and the con
flicts arising from that situation. Beginnings in a strange environment 
were hard, the struggles endless, and industry and ingenuity were essential 
for success. Many agonized as they asked themselves if New York was another 
Egypt. Yet, ultimately, they realized that their sacrifices would ensure their 
children a better life. 

Read carefully, this book can be appreciated as a classic in its genre. The 
subtle humor is priceless, and Stampfer knows the Jewish people well. His 
Writing is penetrating, perceptive, and most deserving of your attention. 

Har-el, Menashe. The Sinai Journeys: The Route of the Exodus. San Diego: 
Ridgefield Publishing Company, 1983. Notes, Bibliography, Index, Maps, 
Diagrams, Illustrations. 464pp. ·$20.00 

Menashe Har-el, a geographer, is Professor of Historical and Biblical 
Geography at Tel-Aviv University, and his expertise is strongly evident 
in the contents of this book. The first part covers the geography and 
geology of the Sinai Peninsula and surrounding areas. Its scientific treat-
ment makes it an excellent reference for professional scholars, but lay stu-
dents will find it technically difficult and too detailed. This difficulty 
is aggravated by an inconvenient system of referencing maps and illustrations 
by their original author's name rather than by page or figure number. The 
layman, however, will find interest and enjoyment in the last two parts of the 
book, which at times can be read with the ease of a novel. In Part 2, the 
author reviews and analyzes many of the modern theories concerning the crossing 
of the Red Sea and the location of Mount Sinai. His own well-founded conclusions, 
backed up by his geographical research and etymological and archaeological · 
studies, are presented in Part 3. An added attraction: For the benefit of 
travelers in Sinai, there are more than fifty pages detailing important and 
interesting sites. 

Har-el's unique and comprehensive approach is best illustrated with his 
own words: "The scholar must come into direct contact with the desert in the 
different seasons of the year to learn its characteristics, understand the nature 
of its soil and vegetation, its water-sources and sheep pastures, for it is im
possible to identify the route of the nomad in the distant past without an un
derstanding of the morphological structure of the desert ••• geology ••• climatic 
conditions •••• " 

This work is must reading for anyone seeking a critical understanding of 
one of the main events in Israel's history -- the Exodus. 

Reviewed by Julius B. Moster, Ph.D. 
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BEAUTIFUL BIBLICAL BOOKS FOR CHILDREN 

Although LIBRARY LIGHT has been fortunate enough to receive many marvelous 
reviews of adult books from Muriel Moster, children's literature has been woe
fully neglected. Now, thanks to Rita Frischer, we hope to acquaint you with a 
few titles that are too good to miss. 

Masahiro Kasuya is a painter, and turning the pages of his picture book, The 
Beginning of the World (Abingdon, 1982. $7.95, Ps-2), is like strolling in an-
art gallery full of exquisitely colored canvases. From the dark blue of the 
opening page to the sunny yellow celebrating the Sabbath day, rich color and ori
ental simplicity illuminate this book which, unlike most creation stories, does 
not stop with the Biblical account of the seventh day. Instead it concludes with 
an affirmation that each new person is a special creation of God, just as that 
first man and woman were so long ago. 

The Beginning of the Rainbow (Shona McKellar, Abingdon, 1982. $7.95, Ps-2), 
a second Masahiro Kasuya picture book on a Biblical theme, features, in addition 
to the artist's particular vision of Noah's menagerie, a slowpoke tortoise which 
seems to slip aboard sans spouseo Perhaps there is a patient l~dy turtle al
ready aboard, waiting for her prince to come. 

In a third Bible story adapted by a Japanese artist, Jonah and the Big Fish 
(Sekiya Miyoshi, Abingdon, 1982o $7.95, Ps-11), both art and text appear to be 
by Sekiya Miyoshi and both are effective and vivid. There is a reference on the 
last two pages to "God's grace," a term more often used outside of Judaism in my 
experience, but which will certainly have no theological implications for young 
children entranced by Miyoshi's pictures. 

Adam and Noah were concerned primarily with the living creatures of the 
earth. Even Jonah would have been in over his head without the whale. But in 
A Biblical Garden (Morrow, 1982, $10.95), Carol Lerner, expert botanical illus
trator and write~ is more interested in that famous plant which gave Jonah shade 
and withered overnight. She identifies it as having been most likely a castor 
bean, basing her decision on the Bible's description of its appearance and habits. 
She pictures this, and nineteen other plants, delicately, in watercolor and pen 
and ink, captioned with the English scientific and original Hebrew names ( the 
last transliterated). Important botanical facts and the Bible quotations in which 
each plant appears make this an even more interesting book. Consider it for use 
in a day school science class. 

There is a legend that the Devil, fearing the impact the Bible might have, 
stripped it of its original beauty, adding sufficient "begats" and details of 
ritual observance to discourage all but the most devoted readers. In an attempt 
to outwit Satan, Bernard Evslin has used Midrash, Bible and, most of all, his 
imagination to retell tales from the Bible and Apocrypha complete with exciting 
action, psychological insights, dialogue, and the sights, sounds and smells of 
the Bible world. Signs and Wonders: Tales From the Old Testament is a striking 
book. The print is clear and set off by vertical lines on each page; the black 
and white illustrations are a dramatic counterpoint for the absorbing text. It 
is, however, more for high schoolers and adults than for young children. A li
brarian friend recommends having older students read selected stories, comparing 
the original Biblical bare bones of the tales with the Midrashic flesh added by 
Evslin from various sources. 
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A WINNER OF A REFERENCE RESOURCE 

The Book Report: The Journal for 
Linworth Publishing Company, 
Columbus, Ohio. 43214-0466, 

Junior and Senior High School Librarians, 
2950 North High Street, P.O. Box 14466, 

$25.00. Published 5 times per school year. 

The purpose, as stated, is to'1offer the middle school, junior or senior 
high school librarian, a publication which addresses your (our) unique in
terests and needs," The articles deal with the the theory and operation of 
secondary school libraries, This is done by publishing the wTitings of li
brarians and media specialists, responding to comments and suggestions of the 
readers, alerting the constituency to trends and issues that affect the pro
fession, and involving the readers in content decisions by frequent polling. 

In addition to the regular departments, each issue has a central theme, 
with many articles relating to it. The "Reviews" of books, audio visual ma
terials and computer software, written by school librarians and other educators, 
are graded by reading levels. Recommendations for purchase are also included. 
The "letters" department is always interesting; "On the School Scene" is very 
informative, and "New Products and Developments" are discussed thoroughly. 
"Tips and Other Bright Ideas" is one of the best, It is a great forum for the 
exchange of inspiring and useful ideas, 

"The Book Report" is a quality publication, that can be read from cover to 
cover, and is well worth the time and effort it takes to do so. It is un
equaled in filling the needs of the high school and middle school librarian. 

LIFELINE TO FREEDOM 

Fran Shuster, Librarian 
Calabasas High School 

FILMS •••• FILMS •••• FILMS •••• 

Produced by National UJA, 15 minutes, color, 16mm, 1980. Age 14 up. 

An updated version of UJA'S OUT OF BONDAGE (1974), this film provides a 
historical framework for understanding Russian-Jewish history through film 
footage, still photography, and paintings. It also updates the day-to-day 
drama of Soviet Jewry, whose future is always uncertain, Particularly moving 
are film segments with prisoner of conscience, Ida Nudel, in Siberia. 

Produced as a fundraiser, this ·film is effective on both emotional and in
tellectual levels. Its subtle appeal for funds in no way interferes with its 
educational value. 

SEAL UPON THY HEART 
A film by Eli Spielman and Judd Magilnick, 30 minutes, color, 16mm, 1977. 
Age 14 up. 

This film is a study of a young Jewish couple searching out the meaning of 
their approaching marriage. Special attention is given to a consideration of 
the foundations of the wedding ceremony and an understanding of Biblical and 

Continued on page 12 
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FILMS ••• FILMS ••• FILMS continued 

Talmudical sources. The film provides one of the few documents of a modern 
Orthodox wedding. 

CHANNALE'S SHABBAT DRESS 
10 minutes, Color, 16mm, For ages 6 to 12, but can be used with older viewers, 

A sensitive film about a young girl who receives a miraculous reward for her 
kind deeds. The film dramatically depicts the concepts of tzedakah, gemilut 
hasadim, honoring Shabbat, and the beauty of nature, The story, based on a 
classic work by famed author, Isaac-Daniel Shwager, is enhanced by fine cinema
tography and evocative background music, CHANELE'S SHABBAT DRESS was directed 
by the accomplished Israeli filmmaker, Dan Wolman, 

A Teacher/Leader discussion guide is included to facilitate teaching and to 
reinforce important aspects of the film. 

-- Hava Ben-Zvi, Librarian 
Peter M, Kahn Jewish Community Library 

AUDIO-FILMSTRIPS 

ZLATEH THE GOAT and THE FIRST SHLEMIEL 

2 Filmstrips, 20 minutes each, 2 cassettes. 
Random House/ Miller-Brady Production, 1981, 
choice-of best illustrated book of the year. 

Teacher's Guide. Color. Ages 6 up. 
Newbery Honor Book, New York Times 

ZLATEH THE GOAT: For the family of Reuven the furrier, business is bad because 
of an unusually warm winter, There is not enough money to buy 
food for the festival of Hanukkah, and the old goat Zlateh must 
be sold, Twelve-year-old Aaron sets off on the day's journey 
to take the goat to the butcher in town. But then the two are 
trapped in a fierce snowstorm ••• 

THE FIRST SHLEMIEL: In his dreams, Shlemiel is a wise, rich man, But in real 
life, he is lazy and foolish. One day Mrs. Sh1emie1 goes out 
and asks her husband to mind the house. Shlemiel manages to 
topple the baby out of the cradle, let their only rooster run 
away, and - to top it all off - eat what might be a pot of 
poison. 

THE CAMERA 0 F MY FAMILY 
Four generations in Germany, 1845-1945, Filmstrip, Cassette, Teacher's Guide, 
Color, 123 frames. Age: HS and adult. Based on the book by Catherine Hanf 
Noren, Published by Alfred A, Knopf Inc. Written by Milton Meltzer. Pro
duced by the Anti-Defamation League of B'nai Brith Center for Studies on the 
Holocaust, 

This is a portrait of a German-Jewish family whose way of life abruptly ended 
when Hitler and his Nazi party rose to power, It is told in the words of Cath
erine Noren, a professional photographer and descendant of the family, An Ameri
can, her curiosity was aroused by old family photographs accumulated over many 
years. 

--Hava Ben-Zvi, Librarian 
Peter M. Kahn Jewish Community Library 
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REVIEWS OF EDUCATIONAL MATERIALS 

Since many Jewish libraries are the institution resource center, we will 
occasionally review teacher's materials from the viewpoint of both the educa
tor and the librarian. 

Goodman, Robert. A Teacher's Guide to Jewish Holidays. Denver: Alternatives 
in Religious Education, 1983. $15.00 softcover. 8 l/2 x ll double column 
format. 

EDUCATOR'S REVIEW: 

This is a valuable resource book for the teacher of Jewish holidays in all 
grades and in both synagogues and day/middle schools. It concerns itself with 
the "how and why" of the Jewish holidays. It is particularly helpful in grading 
the content materials (scope and sequence - grades K-12) and in offering a 
variety of teaching strategies (e.g. for individual and group learning, families, 
young children, and affective strategy). The format is clear and concise and 
directs the reader to the various aspects of every holiday, namely, background, 
vocabulary, Hebrew blessings, graded content, strategies, activities, crafts/ 
cooking, role play/ drama, etc. This book would be helpful to principals, 
teachers, and youth leaders, 

LIBRARIAN'S REVIEW: 

--Leah Shechter, Judaic Studies Coordinator 
Stephen S, Wise Temple Day/ Middle School 

Goodman has written a valuable resource book for librarians in any Jewish 
or non-Jewish library. Chapters cover major and minor Jewish holidays, in
cluding the difficult-to-find Rosh Chodesh, Tisha B'Av, Lag B'Omer, Yom HaAtz
ma'ut and Yom HaShoah, Besides a 6-page general bibliography at the end of the 
book, each holiday chapter concludes with one or more pages of bibliographic ci
tations - providing a good holiday selection guide for librarians. The bibli
ographies cover books, story books, and materials for teachers. Audiovisual 
materials discussed include filmstrips and slide sets, films and videocassettes, 
records, tapes, songbooks, games, toys, puzzles, picture sets, and clip art. 
The bibliographies appear to be very selective and include Orthodox, Conserva
tive, and Reform sources, with a focus on the more creative types of materials. 

A wonderful aid at the end of the book is a 2-page list 
of publishers and distributors of Jewish holiday resources. 
should write and ask to be included on mailing lists, 

of names and addresses 
New libraries 

The text of this Guide also includes some useful ready-reference informa
tion for librarians, e.g., holiday vocabulary with brief definitions; subjects 
for discussion, debate, and research (providing a basis for practical library 
use); some plays; liturgy references; thumbnail sketches of famous Israelis 
and Zionists and an Israel chronology from 1882-1982; and concise background 
data for each holiday, including chronology and Biblical references where 
appropriate. 

The inclusion of activities and strategies for families and children takes 
this book beyond the classroom. It is highly recommended for all libraries. 

--Barbara Leff, Library Director & Judai~~ 
Librarian, Stephen s. Wise Temple, L.A. 
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PURIM AND PASSOVER PROVIDE A PLETHORA OF PLOTS 

School librarians have an abundance of good titles from which to choose for 
their holiday displays. Among the many notew-orthy books for Purim are two 
nicely illustrated works for younger children - Esther by Lisl Weil and The 
Story of Esther by Ruth F. Brin. For intermediate readers (10-13 years);-Barbara 
Cohen has written Queen for a Day about a 13-year-old girl who learns to realize 
that courage is important in daily life. 

For Passover, popular fiction includes The Carp in the Bathtub by Barbara 
Cohen, The Magician by Uri Shulevitz, Once I Was a Plum Tree by Johanna Hur
witz, and One Little Goat: A Passover Song by Marilyn Hirsh. Not to be forgotten 
are the collaborative efforts of Rabbi Raymond A. Zwerin and Audrey Friedman 
Marcus who produced A Purim Album as well as But This Night Is Different. 

TNT is.a monthly newsletter written as a service to help educators select 
the best books for their students. Although it doesn't specialize in ."Jewish 
Theme" books, titles that do have universal appeal are recommended. If you are 
interested in copies of this publication, send 3 self-addressed stamped enve
lopes for January-June '84 issues to: Jan Lieberman, 121 Buckingham Drive, 
#57, Santa Clara, California 95051 
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