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PRESIDENT'S CORNER 

Last month's amazing incident involving the California Library Association 
and the speaker from Truth Mission should have brought home to us once again 
that we have a long way to go in establishing the meaning of such generalized 
and abstract terms as "truth" and "freedom" when they are used loosely by groups 
with highly specific axes to grind, 

Stefan Moses, executive director of CLA, did that struggling organization 
a grave disservice through his lack of judgment. CLA, a group dedicated to 
professional growth and support, has had a tough time getting members and pub
licity recently, but as a result of Moses' misguided decisions and foolish 
flounderings, the newspapers and the public memory now have been emblazoned 
with the group's name in the most negative possible light, In addition, the 
cancellation of the Truth Mission's speaking invitation, coming only after the 
tempest had commenced to rage, may have left CLA with a pending lawsuit on its 
hands as well. 

With all this furor in mind, you may wish to explore with your students 
the credibility factor of the books in your libraries. Using the CLA current 
event as a trigger, you could set up some lessons demonstrating how books of 
"non-fiction" -- purportedly factual -- may contain research errors, may be 
based on outdated "facts" since proved wrong, or may, in truth, be pure hoaxes 
or lies (MEIN KAMPF comes to mind, along with many other examples). 

Then, by way of contrast, you could take some "fiction" works and demon
strate, through selective readings, how much actual truth (whether human, 
historical, or both) can be found in these works of imagination, You can help 
your students appreciate Jewish values as they appear in fictional material 
and discriminate between "fast food" fiction and that which speaks to and 
nourishes the best in us all. 

It is vital that we, as librarians, protest censorship and protect the 
right to freedom of speech. But two additional responsibilities are ours: 
first, that we avoid giving a platform to blatant lies, shoddy scholarship, 
or out-and-out hatemongering when they have been identified as such by re
sponsible scholarship and reportage; and secondly, that we teach the young 
readers in our libraries to read discriminately, to think analytically, and 
to be aware constantly that setting a lie in typeface does not make it true. 

Shalom, 

DEADLINE FOR FEBRUARY/MARCH LIBRARY LIGHT IS JANUARY 11, 1985. 

Copy submitted should be typed. 

Permission to reprint granted when credit.is given to "Association of Jewish 
Libraries of Southern California LIBRARY LIGHT". 
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HERE'S THE AJLSC PROGRAM YOU ASKED FOR! 

As libraries become more than book depositories, librarians find them
selves trying to respond to teachers' needs. With limited budget and space, 
the question is how to proceed? What kind of resources do teachers need? What 
are the criteria for selection? How can it be promoted to other teachers for 
more than a one-time use? 

Rick Burke will answer those questions, and more, at our next meeting. 
Rick is one of the leading authorities in Los Angeles on teacher resources 
in Judaica libraries. As coordinator of the Curriculum Bank for the Coalition 
for Alternatives in Jewish Education (CAJE), he responds to hundreds of 
questions from CAJE members nationwide. Using the CAJE files as well as UJ's 
ERC collection, Rick is able to provide the answers as to the "right" resources. 
Rick also coordinates HUC's learning center where he works with teachers and 
administrators in the field as well as students in HUC's graduate schools. 

If you desire to serve your teachers in synagogue or day schools, be sure 
to attend our December lOth meeting. 

-- Barbara Leff, Program Chairperson 

KVELL TIME 

We are proud to announce that our own Barbara Leff, Head Librarian at 
Stephen s. Wise Temple, was recently awarded the Sybelle Lepp WOMAN OF THE 
YEAR AWARD by tae Wise Women, the synagogue's sisterhood affiliate, in 
recognition of her many years of service to the temple and her role in es
tablishing and heading the Jack Diener Library, 

As president of AJLSC, I was pleased to attend the award luncheon and to 
take the opportunity to remind the Wise Women that Barbara's role in the world 
of Judaica librarianship had enriched not only Stephen s. Wise but also all the 
rest of us, locally and nationally. I know that you will all want to join in 
wishing Barbara Yasher Koach upon this occasion. 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 

December 10 

December 18 

January 7, 1985 

January 14 

February 4 

February 11 

-- Rita Frischer, AJLSC President 

AJLSC General Meeting - 7:00 P.M. - Educational 
Resources Center, University of Judaism 

Chanukah - First candle 

Board Meeting - 7:00 P.M. - Home of Fran Shuster, 
4641 Galendo Street, Woodland Hills 

First Class of Jewish Bibliographic Resources 
course - Stephen S. Wise Temple Library 

General Meeting 

BJE Share-in 
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IDEAS WORTH SHARING 

The faculty of Temple Ramat Zion's Talmud Torah has a monthly publication 
called "Ha Gesher" which is sent to the parents of our students. It consists 
of articles, written by each member of the faculty, informing the parents of 
"Lesson Plans" for the month and any educational material that would be of 
interest, 

I was asked by our educational director, Yossi Rabinov, to contribute a 
monthly article from the library on an on-going basis. Using the resources 
of the library and Alfred J. Kolatch's "The Jewish Book of Why", I developed 
the format for an educational device, with the parents of our Talmud Torah 
students in mind. Reprinted below is the first article, 

TEIY1PLE RAMAT ZION LIBRARY LITES 

If you have acquired knowledge, 
What do you lack? 
If you lack knowledge, 
What have you acquired? 

Lev. R, 1. 6. 

Have you ever wondered about the symbols, customs, and practices relating 
to the public and personal life of a Jew? One of my favorite films from the 
past was a picture called "Desk Set", starring Katherine Hepburn and Spencer 
Tracy, In the film, Miss Hepburn played the head of an information research 
library, Not too long ago, I ha~the opportunity to view this film again and 
decided to share with you the questions and answers that are asked of me in 
my role as temple librarian. In each publication of the Ha-Gesher will be a 
list of questions or answers to the way we live as Jews. 

Questions: 

1. Why do women light candles on Friday night? 

2, Why does the bride circle the groom at a wedding ceremony? 

3, Why is hunting not permissible, according to Jewish law? 

4, Why is the shofar blown on Rosh Hashana? 

5. Why do the Jews in Israel observe only one seder? 

Look for the answers to these questions and many more in future publications 
of the Ha-Gesher, 

-- Martha Globerman, Assistant Librarian 

LIBRARY OF CONGRESS SUBJECT HEADINGS FOR A JUDAICA LIBRARY - ADDITIONS 

HOLOCAUST, JEWISH (1939-194~-ERRORS, INVENTIONS, ETCo 
See also ANTI-SEMITISM 
x Revisionists 
x Holocaust denial 

Under ANTI-SEMITISM, Make a ~also entry for HOLOCAUST, JEWISH (1939-1945)-
ERRORS, INVENTIONS, ETC, X Revisionists X Holocaust denial 

-- Adaire Klein 
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REVIEWS OF ADULT BOOKS 
by 

Muriel Moster, Volunteer 
Sinai Temple Library 

DEC./JAN. 1984/85 

Fast, Howard. The Outsider. Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1984. 3llpp, 
$15,95, 

Fast's objectives in this novel may be commendable, but his implementation 
of them is not, He obviously wants to convey much about Jewish law and lore 
and uses conversation between characters as a way to impart the material; but 
the technique simply doesn't come across well, Young Rabbi David Hartman, having 
been an army chaplain in World War II, accepts his first pulpit in 1946 in an 
idyllic Connecticut town. His bride, who hates the word "rebbitzen", tries, but 
can never come to terms with life in the community, Her background has been de
void of any Jewish education, In teaching her about Judaism, David talks in a 
manner that is frequently contrived and unnaturalo The same is true with much 
of the book's dialogue about Jewish life and history,. 

When David speaks to another rabbi about Rabbi Hillel's famous dictum re
garding Law and commentary, the rabbi responds, "You insult my intelligence." 
That's the way much of the book-made this reviewer feel. 

Through the years Rabbi Hartman becomes involved in the pressing social issues 
in which America found itself embroiled: the Korean and Vietnam wars, the civil 
rights battle in the south, the case of the Jewish spies and their involvement 
with atomic secrets, incidents of anti-Semitism in his community, Additionally, 
the usual problems and milestones among his congregants take up his time and efforts, 
Personal problems impress themselves upon him as well and, interestingly, his re
sponse to them shows him to be very human. 

Perhaps for the reader who has no idea of what Judaism means or what consti
tutes a rabbi's responsibilities and concerns, the book will be of value, Other
wise, it is not up to the standards we have had in other books by Fast, and what 
he imparts can be learned better from other sources. 

Haas, Albert, M.D., The Doctor and the Damned, New York: St, Martin's Press, 
1984, 333pp. $16.95, 

The reader must be prepared for more than the usual reports of life under Hit

Continued on page 6 



AJLSC LIBRARY LIGHT -6- DEC./JAN. 1984/85 

The Doctor and the Damned continued 

ler's brutal regime, Yes, the oppression and horror, similar in varying de
gree for all Holocaust victims, are here, but Dr. Haas' account of life as a 
doctor imprisoned in Dachau is more graphic and revealing than many books on 
the subject, 

One almost holds his breath reading of the exploits and daring of Dr. and 
Mrs. Haas as resistance workers in France during the occupation. Engaged in 
sabotage and intelligence work, they made a daring and brave contribution in 
their deeply committed effort to destroy the German enemy. While several 
months pregnant, Sonja Haas made parachute jumps, Her husband infiltrated a 
Nazi paramilitary group as a physician, Their lives were in constant peril, 
even though they were not known to be Jews, The dangers that they encountered 
make it remarkable that they survived the war years, 

The Gestapo finally did catch up with the couple, and husband and wife were 
sent to different concentration camps. We read of Dr. Haas' experiences: his 
arrest, torture, suffering, and deprivation, The cruelty and inhumanity he 
witnessed caused him to feel that one can only "marvel at man's capacity for 
endurance, despite his seeming frailty," Yes, and we add that it is miracu
lous that he was able to retain his sanity considering the hell all around 
him, 

There is a great deal of material in this book that adds to the annals of 
Holocaust literature. No fiction could be more revealing of man's nature, more 
exciting in content, or more insightful regarding the perpetrators of the 
atrocities. Amazing coincidences are revealed; tribute is paid to outstanding 
feats of bravery under extreme conditions. 

In addition, what we learn is that despite his wartime existence, Dr. Haas 
was able to rise above the bestiality surrounding him and to make a vital con
tribution, not only to those with whom he came in contact in the camps, but 
also in his humanitari~n work since the war in the specialized field of reha
bilitation medicine. 

Schneider, Susan Weidman, Jewish and Female: Choices and Changes In Our Lives 
Today, New York: Simon and Schuster, 1984, 640pp, $19,95. Index, 
Bibliography. 

No library of Judaica can afford to be without this book. It not only con
tains vital information relevant to the life of contemporary Jewish women, but 
also is an excellent resource book for subjects rarely seen or discussed else
where, An immensely worthwhile guide, it includes the Jewish Woman's Network
ing Directory with its wide range of topics, such as social service centers 
and hotlines for the elderly, displaced homemakers and converts. 

Schneider, editor and founder of Lilith magazine, has assembled a book that 
shows much evidence of tender loving concern for Jewish women and problems in
herent in their world today. Her prodigious research is proven not only in a 
comprehensive bibliography, but also, for each subject she gives additional "Re
sources", listing more available material and personal contacts, 

Continued on page 7 



AJLSC LIBRARY LIGHT -7- DEC./JAN. 1984/85 

Jewish and Female Continued 

Yes, her approach is feminist, but the material is practical and pertinent. 
Consider these headings and "hush-hush" topics: "To Have or Have Not: Feminism, 
Judaism, and Optional Childbearing"; Jewish gays, lesbians, battered women, al
coholism; "Jewish Singles"; "If You Are Marrying a non-Jew''; "Sexual Ethics"; 
" 'Superwoman' Stress"; "Is Jewish Beautiful? How We See Our Hair, Our Noses, 
our Shapes"; "Organization Membership and Involvement." 

The book imparts understanding, self-awareness, strength, and hope. It, 
therefore, will make the reader eager to continue reading about the special 
status of Jewish women today. 

Shepherd, Naomi. 
Photographs. 

A Refuge From Darkness. New York: Pantheon Books, 1984. 
Notes. Bibliography. Index. 29lpp. $18.95. 

The story of German-Jewish businessman, Wilfrid Israel and his work in res
cuing Jewish victims of Nazism is not generally known. His family owned the 
first of the great Jewish business houses in Berlin. Founded in 1815, it em
ployed more than 2000 people by the early 1930s. A man who described himself 
as acutely "feeling the burdens" of society, Israel devoted his time, his en
ergies, and his not insignificant financial resources to alleviating the pain 
and suffering of Jews targeted by Hitler's government. He directed emigration 
efforts in Germany, England, Palestine, and wherever refugee organizations operated 
throughout Europe. 

Despite political opposition and official disapproval from World War I on, 
he dedicated himself to helping the destitute. Always, he viewed events around 
him in the context of social upheaval and the resulting human dislocation and 
privation. Although constantly frustrated by the feeling that he was not able 
to do enough, he reached out to others as a way of life. Compassion for the 
persecuted and the hunted dominated his actions, was his raison d'etre. 

I 

Working all his life for children, determined that as many young lives as 
possible be saved from the Nazi death camps, he was directly instrumental in 
implementing Youth Aliyah work with rebbitzen Recha Freier in 1932, when the 
first twelve young Jews were sent from Berlin to Palestine. Fully aware of 
approaching chaos that would bring with it a reign of terror and fear for Europe's 
Jews, Israel determined to leave no stone unturned in his strategy for Jewish 
survival. Working with friends such as Martin Buber, Albert Einstein, and Rabbi 
Leo Baeck in Germany and Chaim Weizmann and other Jewish public figures, he saved 
countless lives. 

Jewish orphans were sent to a farming village in Palestine; thousands of 
youngsters went to England; emigration was organized for countless Jews who 
were otherwise doomed to death. His courageous work, despite being under con
stant Gestapo surveillance, made him an intermediary between German Jews and 
the outside world. 

Wilfrid Israel firmly believed that no Jew could consider ever living again 
in Germany after the war. He did want it remembered, however, that the Jews 
living under Hitler made efforts to save themselves in various ways and that 
they suffered horrendously. The book illustrates the various financial plans 

Continued on page 8 
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A Refuge From Darkness continued 

and economic transfer agreements that were negotiated, in an attempt to aid 
Germany's Jews. Hitler was quite willing to "sell" the Jews to any country 
that would take them; he was interested in the early 30's in their expulsion 
and when there were no "buyers" he settled on his Final Solution. 

In addition to being a tribute to one man's humanitarian efforts, the book 
is valuable, as well, for the light it sheds on the countless meetings and 
conferences regarding Jewish refugees that were held during the war; for its 
demonstration of loyalties and objectives by the officials and volunteers in
volved; for clarification of goals of the World Jewish Congress and the Joint 
Distribution Committee; for the plans for the Jews "after the war"; for plans 
for Germany once peace was declared. But mostly we see the general apathy and 
indifference to Jewish suffering, that to the world the Jews were always a 
bother and a hindrance. Finally, the text reaffirms that despite all the wars 
and upheavals throughout history, the Jewish heritage will never be annihilated. 

REVIEWS BY RITA FRISCHER 

Burstein, Chaya. Joseph and Anna's Time Capsule: A Legacy From Old Jewish 
Prague. Illustrated by Nancy Edwards Calder. Edited by Linda A. Alt
shuler and Marjorie L. Share. Summit Books/ Simon and Schuster, Inc., 
1230 Avenue of the Americas, New York, NY 10020. The Smithsonian Insti
tution, cl984. $8.95 (cloth). 

An outstanding new book, JOSEPH AND ANNA'S TIME CAPSULE, has emerged in 
connection with this year's tour of The Precious Legacy--Judaic Treasures 
from the Czech State Collections. Co-published by Summit Books and the 
Smithsonian Institution Traveling Exhibition Service, this work itself is a 
precious legacy, for in it, Burstein has made the lives of just one brother 
and sister in 19th century Czechoslovakia both real and pertinent to her 
modern young readers. 

Winner in 1983 of the JWB-Jewish Book Council National Jewish Book Award 
for the JEWISH KID'S CATALOG, a lively melange of Jewish information, Burstein 
has produced here another unusual work by combining a picture album section 
with a subsequent "guided activity" section. By encouraging readers to make 
a "time capsule" of objects from their own lives, Burstein promotes the con
cept of linking themselves to the future, in both their Jewish and their secu
lar worlds. 

Credit for this book must not be given to Burstein alone, however. Its 
excellence, appeal and balance are obviously the result of careful collabora
tion between author, illustrator, and editors. In the first half of the book, 
Calder's watercolor and pencil illustrations convey the feeling of slightly 
faded, but still treasured, sepia photographs. And in the second half, actual 
photographs, primarily based on The Precious Legacy exhibition, are very 
effectively used. The overall design is exceptional, especially for such 
reasonable cost. 

To further explain the book's organization: the opening paragraphs equate 
the book with a time capsule, filled with objects from the past, and explain 

Continued on page 9 
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Joseph and Anna's Time Capsule continued 

what a time capsule is. Then, brief sections examine home life, school, the 
Altneu Synagogue, the making of ceremonial objects, the celebration of birth 
and holidays, the concept of Good Deeds, and the buildings, clocks and quarters 
of Prague. Exactly midway through, the author addresses the reader directly, 
reminding him or her that today's world will someday also be history and that, 
we, too, should leave a legacy for those to follow. She concludes with 
suggestions on what to include in a modern child's time capsule, 

To me and my "test panel" students, who were advanced and practiced 
readers, the first and second sections flowed together smoothly, the structure 
was clear, and the ideas inviting, However, some less sophisticated readers 
might benefit from discussing the work with a teacher or parent before they 
embark on preparing a time capsule of their own. 

Whenever I visit the Washington area, I try to spend some time in the 
Smithsonian Museum, America's most wonderful "attic", where every object 
evokes a people's strivings, joys, and sorrows, This book is like such a 
visit, but goes one step beyond. By gently urging young readers to examine 
their personal lives as Americans and Jews and to choose objects summarizing 
their values, it encourages an increased sensitivity to the past, to the 
future, and to each individual's place in the continuum of Jewish historyo 

TO TEACH TRADITION 

For several years, I have been using a fine picture book, THE DANCING MAN, 
by Ruth Bornstein to teach the passing along of traditions and values from 
generation to generation, l'dor va dor. This lyrical tale is not overtly 
Jewish; however, the author/artist has chosen an obviously Eastern European 
setting for the story of the mysterious dancing man, who gives young Joseph 
both his shoes and his gift for enriching the lives of those he meets, As 
Joseph, in turn, ages and chooses his own successor, the circle of joyful 
obligation closes only to begin again. The analogy with the handing down 
of Jewish identity and tradition is clear even to young listeners or readers, 
and the poetic language and expressive drawings make this book a real asset 
to our Jewish libraries, 

I recently learned, to my dismay, that THE DANCING MAN is now out of stock 
and that those to whom I have been recommending it cannot find copies. Check
ing with Bornstein, a local author/artist, I was told that the publisher might 
consider a small reprint if the demand warrants, Should you feel this book 
would be a suitable addition to your collection, now is the time for you to 
write to Marjorie Naughton, Director of Promotion and Publicity, Clarion Books, 
52 Vanderbilt Avenue, New York 10017 to place a back order. This book, like 
Eve Bunting's TERRIBLE THINGS (which recently went O.P.) should be saved. 

AJLSC LIBRARY LIGHT is distributed free to AJLSC members. 

EDITORS; Joan Buchbinder,  
Jan Sherman,    
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AN IMPORTANT MESSAGE TO ALL MEMBERS 

As Jewish librarians and teachers you know that access to books and materi
als of Judaic content is severely limited in the Soviet Union; in fact, their 
possession is virtually forbidden. It is heartbreaking that Soviet authorities 
not only do not permit the teaching of Hebrew, but, in searching Jewish homes, 
also confiscate mezuzahs, prayer books, tallisim, and yarmulkas, using them as 
evidence of "anti-Soviet propaganda and agitation against the State." 

Therefore, the following is of extreme importance! If possible, please 
reprint and disseminate to your congregation and classes. I thank you on be
half of the Jews of the Soviet Union whose position grows more dangerous day by 
day. --Muriel Moster 

EMERGENCY ACTION ALERT PRIORITY ISSUE 

WAVE OF JEWISH PERSECUTION SPREADING ACROSS SOVIET UNION 

ACTIVISTS CAUGHT UP IN SEVERE REPRESSIONS 

ARRESTED: Aleksandr Kholmiansky, 34-year-old Moscow Hebrew teacher. Charged 
with "anti-Soviet agitation and propaganda" because he organized a 
national 'Ulpan'," Reports indicate that he is in serious condition 
from a hunger strike since September 13th; being force fed in hospital, 
his health is rapidly deteriorating. Because he symbolizes Jewish 
activist leadership in the USSR, the authorities hope to intimidate 
and frighten other Jewish teachers by his arrest, Can be sentenced 
to seven years in prisono 

ARRESTED: Yaacov Levin, 25-year-old Odessa Hebrew teacher. Imprisoned since 
August 12th, just five days before his scheduled marriage to another 
activist. Charged with "defaming the Soviet state" after a search 
of his apartment revealed a Jewish calendar and a prayer book, He 
is liable to three years imprisonment. 

ARRESTED: Yuli Edelshtein, 26-year-old Moscow Hebrew teacher-activist, KGB 
officials searched his apartment, confiscated all his Hebrew books 
and claim they found drugs, Such a charge carries a ten year sentence. 

IT IS FEARED THAT THE KGB IS PLANNING MASS "SHOW TRIALS" OF THESE ACTIVISTS IN 
AN EFFORT TO DESTROY THE JEWISH REFUSENIK MOVEMENT IN THE SOVIET UNION AND TO 
SILENCE HEBREW TEACHERS AND OBSERVANT JEWS. 

The world was silent during the Holocaust. History must not be repeated! We 
cannot permit future generations to ask why we, who are free, did not do more 
to save Soviet Jewry. JOIN THE CAMPAIGN TO STOP THE SOVIETS FROM THEIR HARDENED 
POLICIES AGAINST HEBREW TEACHERS AND THOSE JEWS WHO WISH TO LEAVE THE SOVIET UNION. 
Letters and cables should be sent to: 

Aleksandr Rekunkov 
Procurator General 
Ul, Pushkinskaya 15 A 
Moscow, 103009 
RSFSR, USSR 

Ambassador Anatoly Dobrynin 
Embassy of the USSR 
1125 16th St., N.W. 
Washington, D.c. 20036 

Anatoly Myshkov 
Consul General 
Consulate/USSR 
2790 Green Street 
San Francisco, CA 94133 

WE MUST SPEAK OUT ON BEHALF OF OUR OPPRESSED BRETHREN. 
TIME IS SHORT. TOMORROW COULD BE TOO LATE! 




