
ASSOCIATION OF JEWISH LIBRARIES OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA SEPT./Ocr. 1983 

First program of the new year ••••• 

"YES, REBECCA, 
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PRESIDENT'S CORNER 

To my delight, our Program V.P,, Barbara Leff has relieved me of the usual 
presidential chore of forecasting the year to come by writing her own exciting 
projection elsewhere in these pages. Therefore, I am left with a column to fill 
any way I wish - a heady sensation. 

First, I'll open nicely by issuing my warmest welcome to new members and the 
incoming board. Special thanks are due to Scholarship Chairperson, Martha Glober
man for holding our board installation ceremonies at her home. And I extend 
my compliments and sincere gratitude to all who helped us give· national AJL a 
California convention to remember. I was enormously proud to be president of 
AJLSC during this very special summer. 

I am not so proud of us in a different role, however - that of the Silent 
Minority, the very apathetic American most of us profess to view with alarm. 
I was led to consider Jewish librarians in this light by the following two in
cidents, both of which took place this summer: 

1) Pierre Sauvage, filmmaker and panelist during the "Chai'' convention 
banquet, unexpectedly turned from commenting on the film industry's resistance 
to expanding its handling of Jewish themes to an indictment of us, the audience, 
as being part of the problem. When films are made of Jewish worth, he said, the 
silence out there is deafening. With little feedback or reward, financial or 
otherwise, naturally producers and backers assume little interest on our part 
and even the token positive film disappears. 

In contrast, if they portray a bad Jew, a coarse Jew, a self-hating Jew, 
boy, do they get l~tters: At least controversy proves an audience exists and 
is paying attention, and even poison pen letters are preferable to indifference 
so far as movie moguls are concerned. 

Sauvage called upon us not to make disapproving noises about Jews being ig
nored in quality films, unless we were willing to let ourselves also be heard 
in praise of good products. 

2) As you may remember, the children's book reviews I wrote for MOMENT 
Magazine for four years did not appear last November. The article was written 
and typeset when it was bumped at the last minute by an interview with Secretary 
of State Shultz, an understandable set of priorities in light of the world 
situation at that time. Although my reviews later appeared in The Melton Journal, 
I still received many phone calls and personal complaints about its being deleted 
from MOMENT. People remarked on the usefulness to parents, teachers, and librari
ans of a yearly summary of juvenile books in a popular, glossy magazine. 

Last month I dropped Leonard Fein, editor of MOMENT, a note suggesting he 
consider reinstating coverage of children's books. I said in that note that 
although I would be happy to write a review roundup if he wished, it didn't 
matter Lf he would prefer a change of viewpoint. I really didn't care who 
wrote it, I said, so long as the reviewer was qualified and the topic was addressed. 

His reply is quoted below: 

"It was good of you to write as you did. 

Continued on page 3 
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PRESIDENT'S CORNER continued 

We're no closer here to figuring out what we want to do about books -
children's and adult - than we've been, but werve flagged the question for 
renewed attention and will be coming to grips with it before too long. 

In the meantime, I'm afraid we'll have to pass on your proposal. It's 
not that we don't recognize the service your articles performed. But we don't 
sense that the service is one that is highly valued "out there." So •• u" 

WE are the unheard from, unsensed audience "out there." WE are part of 
the problem, not the solution. So long as tentative positive steps by pub
lishers, editors, producers, and writers are met with our ambiguous silence, 
we have no right to complain should they retreat, leaving the signs of their 
interest to disappear under the drifting sand of our indifference or apathy. 

Let that be our program for the year •••• READ, RESEARCH, REACT~ RESPOND 
AND WRITE ••• WRITE ••• WRITE. 

Shalom, 

''**''******''******''**********''**''*"'***~'*******'"'******* 

September 8-9 
17 

October 

19 
22-30 

3 

November 7 

DATES FOR YOUR CALENDAR: 

Rosh Hashanah 
Yom Kippur 
AJLSC First general meeting of New Year 5744 
Sukkot to SiillQat Torah 

AJLSC Board Meeting - 7:30 PM- Horne of Jan Sherman, 
  

Only 

AJLSC General Meeting - 7:00 P.M. - Sinai Temple Library, 
West Los Angeles 
Topic: Searching your library shelves for the "right" 

work--Guidelines on selecting and enjoying poet
ry and prose with your patrons, children and 
adult 

Speaker: William Cutter~ Pro.fessor of Education at'ld Hebrew 
Literature, and rounding Director of Rhea Hirsch 
School of Education, Hebrew Union College, L.A. 

October 31-Nov. 30 Jewish Book Month 

December 1-8 Hanukkah 
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AN OVERVIEW OF OUR OUTSTANDING OFFICERS 

We were very pleased by the introduction given to our officers at the re
cent installation and have reprinted the words of Cecelia Lapidus for those 
who were not present at the meeting. 

Love for the book, for learning and scholarship was typical of Jewish life 
in all generations. Without a homeland, forced to wander upon the face of the 
earth, humiliated and tormented for many long centuries, the Jew found solace, 
inspiration, hope, and sustenance in the companionship of books. History does 
not record the existence of any other people that lived for 2000 years outside 
of its own country. The people of Israel lives--for it is the PEOPLE of the 
BOOK. 

One of these is our own President, RITA FRISCHER, who will continue in 
that office for the next two years. Rita is director of Library Services 
at Sinai Temple's Blumenthal Library and was formerly with Temple Ramat Zion 
where she established the library. She has also worked at Hebrew Union College 
Tartak Learning Center, has taught writing and language arts, and has lectured 
on literature. 

President-Elect, FRAN SHUSTER, is a professional librarian connected with 
Calabasas High School and is a volunteer at Maarev Temple Library, where she 
is working on collection development. 

BARBARA LEFF, 1st Vice-President, needs little introduction. She served 
as president of our Association for several years and as editor of LIBRARY 
LIGHT. Along with Adaire Klein, she ably acted as Co-Chairman of the 1983 
AJL Convention Committee. Barbara is Library Director at Stephens. Wise 
Temple and is a library consultant. She has been an instructor of Library 
Science at Hebrew Union College and the catalyst for the creation of the 
proposed national Jewish bibliographic database. 

2nd Vice-President, REGGIE GITLIN, is librarian at Valley Beth Shalom 
Day School in Encino. She has taught in the LA City Schools and as a master 
teacher at UES. She is also a librarian at Dacotah Street Elementary School. 

PHYLLIS ZASLOFF, 3rd Vice-President, is the head librarian at Adat Ari-El 
Day School in North Hollywood. Her specialties are storytelling and reading 
aloud. Her dedication toward her chosen field is evidenced by the many hours 
of volunteer work performed by Phyllis. 

4th Vice-President, JUDY KLEIN, is a professional librarian connected with 
the Hillel Hebrew Academy. Her specialty is the utilization of A-V materials• 

Recording Secreta:r;y, MARY ELLEN JENSEN, has been with Yavneh Hebrew Academy 
for three years. She formerly worked in suburban Seattle in the areas of 
reference, circulation, and children's literature. 

SUSAN LEVINE, corresponding secretary, has put her MLS to good use 
during her year at Ramat Zion and her subsequent service at Sierra Canyon. 

Treasurer, HAVA BEN-ZVI, is head librarian at the Jewish Community Library, 
Jewish Federation Council. During her thirteen years there, she has compiled 
a number of bibliographies and has been helpful in all our endeavors. In 
addition to her MLS, she holds a teaching credential. 
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PREVIEW OF AJLSC'S NEXT MEETING 

SYNAGOGUE and DAY SCHOOL LIBRARIANS should be motivated by the program 
planned for September 19th. With the ideas generated at this meeting, you 
can start with Jewish Book Month on October 31st and launch a year-round plan 
for promoting books and the library. 

Naomi Marblestone, Connie Salper, and Judy DuRoff at Temple Judea have de~ 
veloped quite a following of children and senior citizens who keep their 
book circulation very high- about 1,000 monthly. Naomi's .. BASIC 4 PLAN" 
works for them and is adaptable to other settings. (For those ~ho have never 
heard Naomi's "Booktalk Techniques", plan to stay a few minutes after the 
meeting when she will repeat, if you wish, her presentation at the AJL con= 
vention. Her booktalks really get those books off the shelves.) 

The CSLA Slide show on "Promotional Planning" is filled with ideas and 
visuals on how to promote your library. Our own Rita Frischer spent many 
hours at the CSLA Albuquerque convention last year helping with this slide 
show, and she feels the production will be helpful for all. 

We look forward to hosting you at Stephens. Wise Temple Library on 
Sept. 19th. 

DIRECTIONS: San Diego Freeway to Mulholland exit; left to Mulholland; 
right on Mulholland; right on Casiano; left on Stephen S. 
Wise Dr. to parking lot. Library is the first building on 
left next to drive. There will be construction at this 
time, so please follow the signs. 

--Barbara Leff, Program Chairman 

BOOK REPAIR WORKSHOP PLANNED 

SAVE TIME in January for a weekly 3-session evening Book Repair Workshop, 
sponsored jointly by AJLSC and Sinai Temple - to be held at Sinai in West Los 
Angeles. Start .setting aside your library books needing repair. Check with 
others who would like to join us, e.g., volunteers who repair your prayer books, 
school texts, etc. Cost will be minimal. Full details in the next issue of 
LIBRARY LIGHT. 

COMPUTER CLASS FOR LIBRARIANS 

THE ANNUAL Hebrew Union College class for Judaica librarians in the spring 
semester will be covering the use of microcomputers in small synagogue and day 
school libraries. We know that there is a great interest: We will gear the 
course toward the beginner and show you that computers can be fun as well as 
helpful with library tasks and procedures. Barbara Leff and Rick Burke are 
planning the class. Look for details in the next issue of LIBRARY LIGHT. 
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OF THE MAKING OF BOOKS--AND THE SELLING OF BOOKS--AND THE MAKING OF DEALS-
By Rita Frischer 

100,000 titles, 1,100 publishers, and 40 countries were represented at this 
year's 11th biennial International Jerusalem Book Fair which I was privileged to 
attend as a representative of the AJL and the JWB-JBC. This major event has be
come an important marketplace for books and a stimulating meeting place for 
publishing people to exchange new ideaso 

Before the Fair, I stopped off in New York to attend the National Book Award 
cere~onies. There I met Robert Greenfield, author of the prize-winning novel, 
TEMPLE and invited him to speak at Sinai's Library in Julyo Then I went on to 
Israel, where the Fair opened on April 25th at the Binyanei Haooma. There, our 
JWB-JBC booth was just one of the enormous number of displays arranged through
out the cavernous buildingo 

These displays opened at 9 A.M., with mornings reserved for "the trade", so 
that deals for translations, publishing rights, etc. could be made in relative 
peace. After the public was admitted (from early afternoon until 11 P.M. daily), 
"Am HaSefer" took on new meaning as I watched thousands of eager Israelis and 
visitors from around the world browsing, asking questions, and ordering books 
for delivery when the fair ended. 

In between shifts at our booth, my time was spent visiting displays, evalu
ating materials and meeting some of the more than 1,000 other librarians who 
came by busloads on Librarians' Day. I also toured the Center for Education in 
the Diaspora and the wonderful collection of pedagogical materials at Hebrew 
University. In addition, I promoted Israeli participation in the AJL convention 
in June on the Queen Mary in Long Beach and discussed the needs of American 
Judaica libraries with a number of Israeli publishers. 

Among the excellent programs and seminars offered during the Fair was 
"The Future of Books in the Electronic Era" cosponsored by the Fair and the 
Aspen Institute for Humanistic Studies. Another series on encouraging read
ing among disadvantaged populations contained many helpful ideas on promoting 
reading for all children, whether culturally, economically, or intellectually 
deprived. 

Also of interest was a German display titled "Verboten und Verbrannt" 
(Forbidden and Burned: German literature in Exile, 1933-45) which displayed 
books burned by the Nazis and dealt also with the fates of their authorso 

More than 60,000 visitors attended this exhilarating and exhausting event, 
which; though second in importance to the Frankfurt Fair, has the advantage of 
being open to the public, thereby adding what bookseller Ari Steimatzky calls 
"the third dimension, a human one." 

TO ALL LIBRARIANS 

The JEWISH COMMUNITY LIBRARY will assist you in all areas of need: 

Library organization, utilization, reading programs, work with teachers, 
bibliographies, Jewish Book Month ideas, and with any other needs and problems 
you may have. 

Do not hesitate to call 852-1234 Ext. 3202. 
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PRESENTING A PASSEL OF PUPPETEERS 
By Rita Frischer 

SEPT./OCT. 1983 

A high point of the recent national convention was the Puppetry Workshop 
conducted by three enchanting puppeteers possessed of equal talents but very 
different styles. Even before Irene Levin, Reggie Gitlin, and Har•rey Erlich 
displayed their alter egos, chairperson Sue Barancik set the mood when she and 
her furry friends introduced the audience to the fun of using puppets for story 
hours and other programs. She proved that a small stuffed companion as an imagi
native co-host spices up even an ordinary library visit and makes book talks come 
alive. 

Following Sue's introduction, Ilene Cohen of the Santa Monica Public Library 
provided an outline of the many joys of using puppets, plus a bibliography.* 
Her arm puppet, Hershele Barr, is both a mascot and an actor in some of her 
favorite folk tales. Ilene's emphasis was on using puppets, not making them. 

On the other hand, Reggie Gitlin, librarian at Valley Beth Shalom, works 
with puppet fabrication to reinforce the lessons she gives and the stories she 
tells. After selecting a suitable simple story or play, she suggests the li
brarian prepare the story in basic play form, deciding whether to use bag, stick, 
finger, glove, or sock puppets to reinforce the tale. Next Reggie makes a sample 
of each puppet in the plot, keeping the characters minimal - one for kinder
garten and two for first grade is suggested. 

When the class comes in, Reggie presents the story. Then she explains how 
to make the puppets, giving each child a pattern. Sometimes the puppetmaking 
process takes two or more library visits, but when the puppets are finished, 
each child has all the main characters. Then they return to the puppet theater 
for (1) a choral reading, (2) a small group reading of the character parts, and 
(3) a small group presentation of the play. After this in-class unit is complete, 
each child is given a labeled folder, holding his/her puppets and an individual 
copy of the play to take home. 

Reggie emphasized secular literature in her handouts, but her techniques are 
easily adaptable to Jewish tales. For example, "The Gingerbread Man" could as 
easily be Hershele of Ostropol or a favorite Chelmite or Simon Boom. 

Our closing act was provided by Harvey Erlich who started entertaining 
children on kibbutz in Israel in the 60's. A storyteller/puppeteer, Harvey 
specializes (when he isn't busy acting as West Coast representative for Brodart, 
Inc.) in bringing his puppets and his stories to hospitals, schools, and li
braries throughout Southern California and beyond. His buddy, Danny the Monkey, 
helps him tell fairy stories or contemporary tales holding.valuable lessons 
about modern life. With laughter and understanding, plus a lot of lovable non
sense, Harvey changes even classic stories, when needed, to reflect his peaceful 
attitudes. He also pulls his audience into the storytelling process by purposely 
making goofs, so that the kids can correct him with glee. His bibliography on 
"Teaching Values Through Books" was mostly secular but contained several stories 
useful in a synagogue setting too. 

Continued on page 14 
>': See ~·: on page 14. 
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REVIEWS OF ADULT BOOKS 
by 

Muriel Moster, Volunteer 
Sinai Temple Library 

SEPT ./OCTo 1983 

Agel, Jerome and Boe, Eugene. Deliverance in Shanghai. New York: Dembner 
Books, 1983. 36lpp. $14o95. 

Contemporary reading about the Orient tells us that the Jewish influence 
in Japan is stronger than ever. Widespread disenchantment among the Japanese 
with traditional faiths after World War II led to the rise of a new religion 
which looks to Judaism for its roots. 

One, therefore, reads Deliverance in Shanghai with special interest, for 
it is the story of European-Jewish refugees living under the stern authority 
and whim of Japanese war-lords in Shanghai, the only place on earth that 
would accept them in the 1930s. The city teemed with conditions that demanded 
utmost ingenuity, endurance and determination if one were to survive. Most 
Jews adapted somehow; facing the harsh realities of ghetto confinement, coping 
with abject deplorable surroundings, they hoped for redemption, for a propi
tious contact, for some sign that would signal an end to the pervading misery. 

Written as a novel, background is authenticated from actual documents of 
the period. It is an absorbing book about many people, but focuses primarily 
on young David Buchbinder and Rebecca Langer-Wolf, both escapees from Germany 
and its horrors. In the midst of desperation and privation, theirs is a dis
parate story of love and survival, as well as destruction. 

Insight is gained on the War on a different front, the Far East theater. 
We learn that until the outbreak of World War II, the Jews felt comparatively 
safe in Shanghai, anticipating new beginnings, new opportunitieso It was due 
to the coercion of their Nazi Axis partners that the Japanese became more 
oppressive towards the Jews, creating desperation and fear among them. Their 
plight might have worsened had not officials recalled the aid rendered Japan 
in its war against the Soviet Union early in the century by the American Jewish 
capitalist, Joseph Schiff. It is a fact such as this that Agel and Boe employ 
throughout the book, relaying historical information that reinforces the 
reader's background and enhances the book's valueo 

Despite familiarity with the War's outcome, one remains most concerned for 
the principal characters to whom we have become attachedo The crescendo mounts; 
the cataclysm nears an end. Tribute must be paid Agel and Boeo Theirs is a 
worthwhile, well-done book, with an effective format, life-like characters, and 
valuable material on what it was like to be a Jew during those dark years in 
Shanghai. 

Continued on page 9 
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Reviews continued 

Brown, Robert McAfee. Elie Wiesel: Messenger to All Humanity. Notre Dame, Indi
ana, University of Notre Dame Press, 1983. Notes, Bibliography, General In
dex, Index of Names, Writings by Wiesel. 244 pp. $16.95. 

While discussion of Wiesel's works and themes are available in ~ther contexts, 
this book of criticism and interpretation is unusual in that, having been written 
by a Protestant theologian, it is inspiring on several accounts. Brownvs appre
ciation of Wiesel as.a "supreme exemplar of teller of talesn who has never per
mitted the anguish and torment of past experiences to destroy either himself or 
others shows unusual sensitivity. He emphasizes that Wiesel's message, although 
conveying deep sorrow and heartbreak, also is able to transcend tragedy and re
lay joy, fervor, affirmation and rebuilding. 

Brown is unsparing in his condemnation,not only of Nazis, but also of Chris
tian complicity which allowed the Holocaust to occur. He offers hope for the 
future of mankind and for true brotherhood by acknowledging as a non-Jewish 
professor of theology and ethics that many Christians laid the historical 
groundwork for the anti-Semitism that flourished under Hitler. He recognizes 
that Auschwitz was possible because the path to it had been "prepared by 
Christian theology" and by Christians who failed their Christ. 

These opinions are interwoven with illustrations from Wiesel's books and 
lectures; profound statements of a survivor, who first vowed silence for ten 
years after being released from Auschwitz and then realized that awesome re
sponsibility to the dead did not permit him to betray them by not speaking out. 
By becoming a messenger to all peoples, by transmitting as a witness his in
sights into the roles of hate, anger, love, compassion and of God in our lives, 
he helps us when we are tempted to succumb to despair in this age of thermo
nuclear power which can destroy our world. We understand through Wiesel's pro
fundity that indifference is mankind's greatest sin and that there can be a so
lution to contemporary moral dilemmas. 

Wiesel's message in remembering the past and those martyred millions is to 
shout out the universality of man, to disturb us into action, into alertness 
and to awaken in us the consequences of separating ourselves from the family of 
man. Brown conveys this in a book that is excellent, a book whose thoughts and 
messages we can read and re-read, because they will never be outdated! 

Farhi, Moris. The Last of Days. New York, Crown, 1983. 538pp. $16.95. 

In the past, when looking for adventuresome reading, one might resort to 
the feats of cops and robbers or cowboys and Indiansa To keep us on the edge 
of our seats today, nothing less than Arab terrorists threatening a nuclear 
holocaust is comparable in excitement. This does not appear incredulous when 
daily headlines scream, "FBI Training Anti-Terrorist Squad for '84, •• "LAPD To 
Activate Anti-Terrorist Unit," "terrorists Linked in Plot to Assassinate Pope.'~ 

Thus does Farhi enable us to explore the terrorist's netherworld with master
ful suspense and intricacy of plot. In order to obtain control of Jerusalem, 
Moslem monomaniac Abu Ismail cleverly plans an apocalypse that will change the 

Continued on page 10 
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The Last of Days continued 

future of mankind and its earth. Showing that cooperation and friendship is 
possible among mideastern peoples, Israeli and Jordanian intelligence agents 
work to defeat his objective. Characterization of protagonists Boaz Ben-Yair, 
Osman Nusseibi and Falashan Jewess Sanbat is in-depth, perceptive and realistic. 
Prodigious research by Farhi in the fields of science, technology, and religion 
is awesome and admirable. One gains further appreciation for the diversity of 
material encompassed in the book when reading the Bibliographical Notes and list
ings recorded on the Permissions page. Unusual for a book of this type is the 
amount of attention given global geo-politics, the international alliances among 
those who are anti~establishment, and most interestingly, the focus on the 
country of Ethiopia, its problems, peoples, and geography. 

One hesitates to label this a "Jewish" book although Israel, Israelis, 
and our lore and law figgre prominently in it; rather, it is a novel of spies 
and suspense, of man's strengths and weaknesses, and most of all, the nature 
of the world we live in today. 

Greenfield, Robert. Temple. New York, Summit Books, 1982. 4llpp. $16.95. 

Greenfield won the 1983 National Jewish Book Award for Temple, a novel a
bout a young Jew in search of himself. Both a product and a victim of post 
World War II years, twenty-three year-old Paulie Bindel has been rejected by 
the world which he, in turn, rejects. Returning to his Brooklyn neighborhood 
after college and varied and sundry activities of which few parents would 
approve, he finds that he can relate only to his very religious grandfather. 
Grandpa is truly "special" and the interest in and devotion for one another 
are touching and poignant components in the book. 

The material on Judaism is excellent. Part of the story occurs during the 
Ten Days of Penance, during which the reader is treated to discussions of Tash
likh, Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur, and Shabbat Shuvah. When the grandfather's 
life during the war is revealed, the writing about his concentration camp ex
perience ranks with the best of Holocaust literature. The manner in which he 
transmits his love of Torah and the Jewish heritage is very effective. 

Greenfield's sense of humor shines in scenes that are recognizable for 
being true-to-life and typical of our people. In a hospital where Grandpa 
lies incapacitated from a stroke, visitors fill the room consoling themselves 
with food and drink, totally ignoring the poor old man. Additional episodes 
where the writing is classic, showing deep insight in and understanding of hu
man nature, occur when the Temple Board of Directors meet, in the relationship 
between Paulie's divorced parents, and in the characterization of the rabbi. 

In June, 1983 Greenfield spoke about his book at a Library Special Event 
in Sinai Temple, Los Angeles. He feels that a book is a weapon, an incredible 
tool for influencing people. Through Paulie's personal development, he wants to 
show that it often takes time for an individual to ascertain which path he wishes 
to follow in life, what elements he may wish to retain, and what aspects he may 
wish to eliminate. In this objective he has been successful~ 

Continued on page 11 
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Gross, Joel. This Year in Jerusalem. New York, G. P. Putnam's Sons, 1983. 
304p. $14.95. 

Through the medium of a passionate love story, Gross, author of The Books 
of Rachel, achieves his purpose of showing the struggle Jews in Palestine had 
under the British Mandate while attempting to rebuild a homeland. At times he 
simply documents facts so that the reader has a good background of Palestinian 
history. The harshness of repressive measures by the British$ the promises made 
and not kept, the hope raised and then crushed are all part of the troubled times 
and tragic events delineated in the novel. 

The effect of Great Britain's policy in undermining the efforts of the Zion
ists continued after they finally pull.ed out of Palestine. Having been aided 
and abetted by the cruelty and coldness of the English toward the Jewish popula
tion, the Arabs were encouraged in their attacks, protests, and riots. The Jews, 
ill-prepared, unarmed, and out-numbered, faced seemingly insurmountable odds and 
dangers. 

It is in the midst of these desperate circumstances that Gross' protagonists 
live and suffer. One feels his dedication to Israel and his fierce desire to 
tell how it was won by the blood of its people when he writes of the love story 
between American-Jewess Diana Mann and the two men in her life: the Israeli 
Haganah fighter, in love above all with his country and his people, and the half 
Italian, half Jewish gangster Joey, who shares her experience in Jerusalem's 
siege and struggle for liberation. 

Some readers may object to Gross' explicit writing of sexual encounters 
and to the active role of American gangsters in fund raising for Palestine's 
Jews. It was such money, however, used for arms smuggling, that proved to be a 
lifeline to an otherwise virtually defenseless people. We must, therefore, re
member that while the facts of financial aid may not be entirely honorable, the 
alternatives are unthinkable. The money, after all, could have been diverted to 
much less honorable causest 

Le Carre, John. The Little Drummer Girl. New York, Knopf, 1983. 430pp. $15o95. 

Acts of terrorism have become part of life today; political unrest in the 
Middle East serves as an excuse for Palestinian extremists. Israelis retaliate 
against PLO targets; the bombings, shootings, killings continue to escalate. 

Le Carre's plot involves Israelis who recruit a politically-confused young 
English actress, train and indoctrinate her so that she assumes the character of 
a Palestinian sympathizer, trusting that through her they will ultimately appre
hend the brains behind a notorious terrorist groupo 

Charlie's absorption in her new role becomes complete as she ingenuously em
braces the various shades of personality and the political beliefs of one es
pousing the Palestinian cause. The familiar world of her real life is turned up
side down as she steadily takes on the contrived identityo 

Patience and persistence will reward the reader as he establishes the past 
and the present lives of the characters; historical and contemporary events plus 

Continued on page 12 
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The Little Drummer Girl continued 

insight into the way the huma~ mind can be manipulated further embody the plot. 
Characterizations are strong: Charlie with her "good, caring, human heart," 
Kurtz, the compelling Israeli intelligence agent, whose very gestures and ex
pressions depict authority and Israel's raison d'@tre. 

One ponders Le Carre's own sympathies. While he spent time with both Yasser 
Arafat and Isr~eli leaders, seeking clarification of the entangled politics of 
the Middle East, he fails to offer further enlightenment and deeper understand
ing to the uninformed reader regarding historical facts. Discussion of the po
litical maneuverings of the French and the British, who, after World War I, 
divided the old Turkish Empire and took away 90% of the Palestinian's land, 
giving it primarily to Jordan and fellow Arabs, would clarify the necessity of 
Israel's having to defend itself from Arab takeover today. Never, in the con
versations by wretched Palestinians in their miserable camps, does he have one 
say that his people would be willing to live with the Israelis in peace. In 
probing the issues, Le Carre evidently did not reach the conclusion that their 
own callous and calculating leaders are to blame for the plight of the Palestin
ians. When he writes, "Palestinians kill for love and justice ••• the Zionists for 
fear and hate," we again question his objectivity. 

While it is true that there are no moral absolutes of black and white and 
that leaders on both sides pursue unsavory methods, we strongly feel a writer 
has an obligation in writing of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict to show WHY 
Israel is forced to defend itself as it does and WHY that nation's morals must 
be compromised. Nevertheless, this suspenseful espionage novel will, no doubt, 
be on the best-seller lists for a long time - due to the controversies and dis
cussions it w 11 arouse, as well as for Le Carr~'s position. 

Prager, Dennis and Telushkin, Joseph. 
New York, Simon & Schuster, 1983. 
238 PP• $14.95. 

Why the Jews: The Reason for Antisemitism. 
Notes, Bibliography of Cited Works, Index. 

Prager and Telushkin are well-known for their scholarship and erudition, as 
well as for having authored The Nine Questions People Ask About Judaism. This 
book in a highly commendable format succinctly and incisively clarifies why the 
tenets, values and precepts of Judaism are both the cause of and the solution to 
antisemitism. 

As Jews for thousands of years we have been victimized by attacks, disdain, 
hatred, and the ultimate manifestation of man's evil, the Holocaust. We learn 
that our beliefs in ethical monotheism, in the laws and teachings of Torah, and 
in the nationhood of Israel have caused animosity and resentment, that our dis
tinctive social and ritual laws have generated hostility. The influence and 
practice of these principles have been conducive to a higher quality of life, 
making our people more successful, more prominent, more family-oriented, better 
educated. Thus, other peoples and ideologies regard the Jew with resentment and 
are provoked by his appearing to be "chosen". This age-old concept is clarified 
in the book, as is the "race" theory about the Jewish people. 

Emphasizing our "difference" and the vital necessity of remaining so, Prager 
Continued on page 13 
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Why the Jews continued 

and Telushkin put the onus on mankind to recognize the evils of antisemitism 
and the equally immoral anti-Zionism, and to realize that until Judaism is 
appreciated as a major moral and spiritual resource, all humanity is endangered. 

Note the spelling of antisemitismo The clarification for this is in the 
Notes which are worthy of study, Indeed the entire book should be mandatory 
reading for everyone interested in improving relations and increasing respect 
among peoples, Jew and non-Jew, from high school age up. 
'#':"';':-;':~·:~·~·:-;•:·k·-k*4':-;':-1~'-n'~~*;'(*;':-;':-;~-;':'i':"i':"i'•·k7':-;'dn'•·k-.'n':#':-Jn':i'n':-;':i''"!'i'n':-;''-J:·k·::ih'n'~'rl:-:'rl:-1~'t~':"}':eJrl:"!rl~':-;':-;H:-;'H:";'~-!drl:~'~t:J~~*1~'~':-!~ 

HELP WANTED! 

The principal of Adat Shalom school in West Los Angeles is looking for a 
part-time librarian - two days a week. Anyone interested please contact 
Frances Wilkotz at 475-4985 or 398-4833 (Residence). 

B'nai Simcha Community Day School, 1434 North Altadena Drive, Pasadena 91107, 
is starting a new library. Donations of new or used books - secular or Judaic ~ 
will be gratefully accepted. Scott Mandel says, "We'll take anything!!~ Don't 
let our students be unen,..lchd~" If you have material suitable for grades K-6, 
please contact Scott at . 

If you know the whereabouts of a copy of Jewels for a Crown by Miriam 
Freund, please contact: 

Nitza Markman 
 

   

AJLSC LIBRARY LIGHT is distributed free to AJLSC members. 
EDITORS: Joan Buchbinder,  

Jan Sherman,  
DEADLINE FOR NOVEMBER/DECEMBER LIBRARY LIGHT IS OCTOBER 3, 1983. 

Copy submitted should be typed. 

Permission to reprint granted when credit is given to "Association of Jewish 
Libraries of Southern California LIBRARY LIGHT". 
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For information on how your school or 
library can participate, write: 

The Jewish Braille Institute of America, Inco 
110 East 30 Street 
New York, New York 10016 

Or, call Reggie Gitlin at VBS, 788-2199 
to learn how her library raised more than 
$1,500 for the benefit of the Jewish Braille 
Institute. 
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PRESENTING A PASSEL ••• continued 

Although some evaluations were critical of the lack of more specific Jewish 
material in the demonstartions, it seems to me that technique is the most impor
tant thing we need to learn, especially when first beginning to work with and 
feel comfortable with puppets. For those interested in applying these techniques 
with Jewish material, helpful guides include the list in storyteller Penina 
Schram's article in THE JEWISH TEACHER'S HANDBOOK and Marcia Posner's list on 
Jewish children's literature put out by JWB-Jewish Book Annual. 

*EDITOR'S NOTE: Due to lack of space, bibliographies mentioned in this article 
could not be included. If we have reader requests, we will try to print the 
information in a future LIBRARY LIGHT. 

AJLSC BOARD MEETING - OCTOBER 3, 1983 - AT THE HOME OF JAN SHERMAN 
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DIRECTIONS FOR OCTOBER 3RD BOARD MEETING: 

From Valley: Ventura to Sepulveda; Sepulveda south to 
 Turn right on  to  . 

From City on San Piego Freeway: Exit on Mulholland offramp; Turn right, Cross 
the freeway to Sepulveda.   

  
 




