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PRESIDENT'S CORNER 

Those of you who attended national AJL convention aboard the Queen Mary last 
June will remember seeing the fine poster eXhibit titled "The Jewish Experience 
in American Film" prepared for AJLSC by the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and 
Scienceso The Academy has now expanded the thirty pictures we showed into a 
collection of more than sixty pictures, featuring Jews in films from the earliest 
Yiddish silents to the most recent Woody Allen or Barbra Streisand productions. 

I am pleased to announce that the complete eXhibit will preview at Sinai Tem
ple's Blumenthal Library on November 11, 1983, as part of our annual Library 
Shabbat and Open Houseo (The Library will also sponsor a special speaker, but 
an indefinite acceptance prevents me from announcing any name at the time of this 
writing,) Naturally, I want to extend a warm invitation to all AJLSC members in 
the Los Angeles area to join us at Sinai at 8:00 P.M. on the 11th of November -
not only to share Shabbat, but also to evaluate this wonderful traveling poster 
eXhibit for display in your own library or institution. You can select as many 
of the 16x20 posters as you can accommodate. (It is not necessary to request 
the complete eXhibito) By previewing them at Sinai, you can order the specific 
pictures that you would prefer to feature. 

For information about reserving this exhibit, call Rick Robertson or Doug 
Edwards at the Academy of Motion Picture Arts & Sciences Special Programs De
partment, (213) or write them at 8949 Wilshire Boulevard, Beverly Hills, 90210. 

I also want to call your attention to the value of belonging to the National 
Association of Jewish Libraries as well as to AJLSC, especially now that the 
national group is planning to issue a new journal, twice yearly. This publica
tion promises to be a fine tool for upgrading our knowledge as librarians. I 
will give you more information about it later, but should any of you have ideas 
for carefully thought out articles on synagogue, school, or center librarianship, 
I know Marcia Posner, Co-editor for SSC Division, would like to hear from you. 
Her address is 19 Brookfield Road, New Hyde Park, New York, 10040. Of course, 
those in academic institutions are also urged to submit articles on scholarly 
librarianship to Bella Hess Weinberg, co-editor for R&S. This journal will 
complement, but not replace, the current helpful newsletters edited by Irene 
Levin, which will continue to emphasize reviews and timely information. 

Before I close, I want to urge you to carefully note the dates of the 
special events occurring in the next few months: 

November 7 

11 
13 

December 5 

January 16, 23, 30 

January 19 - May 3 

AJLSC General Meeting - 7:00 P.M. - Sinai Temple 
Library, West Los Angeles 

Sinai's Blumenthal Library Shabbat and Open House -8:00P.M. 
Reception in honor of Carol Snyder at Sinai's Blu-

menthal Library-7:30P.M. 

AJLSC Board Meeting (Latke Party and Book Exchange) -
7:00 P.M. - Home of Adaire Klein,  

 

Book Repair Workshops - Sinai Temple Library 

Computer Class - Stephen Wise Temple Library - 7:30 P.M. -
9:30P.M. 

And, of course, Jewish Book Month: October 30th to N~vember 30th:~ 

Shalom, fo 
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PREVIEWS OF COMING ATTRACTIONS 

OUR NEXT AJLSC MEETING - NOVEMBER 7TH 

Our November 7th guest speaker, Dr. William Cutter is prepared to take us 
through the basics and the beauty of Jewish literature, He will be answering 
many of our questions -- focusing on Jewish poetry. We have asked him to 
respond to the following: 

What is ''Jewish poetry"? How can I personally learn to appreciate poetry, 
and how can I as librarian turn my patrons on to poetry and begin to read the 
books I have collected? What are the resource tools for finding prose and 
poetry? What are the criteria for selecting "good poetry", and what constitutes 
a basic collection - for adults and children? Who are good translators of 
Israeli poetry? How do we use poetry, e.g., ethics, values, subject areas, Bar/ 
Bat Mitzvah selections, Dvar Torah, or then again, should poetry be "used"? 

We welcome Dr, Cutter, who is our long-time friend. Bill Cutter 1 as former 
Dean of HUG's Rhea Hirsch School of Education, was instrumental in providing 
the setting, the instructor, the incentive, and the library courses so that 
many of us could become knowledgeable Judaica librarians. 

Be sure to attend our November 7th meeting. 
-- Barbara Leff, Program Chairwoman 

IKE AND MAMA'S MAMA IS COMING TO TOWNt!!! - NOVEMBER 13TH 

Carol Snyder, winner of the national AJL Book Award for her Ike and Mama 
and the Block Wedding, will be in Los Angeles during November, and we are 
planning a reception for her on Monday evening, November 13th, at 7:30 P.M. 
in the William Blumenthal Library at Sinai Temple, This event is co-sponsored 
by Friends of Children and Libraries and the Sinai Library Committee. 

Meet this scintillating author, whose fourth book about Ike, Ike and Mama 
and Trouble at School, has just come out simultaneously with her new early 
teen work, Memo: To Myself When I Have a Teenage Kid. 

All AJLSC members are invited to attend, Guests will also include other 
children's authors from the Southern California area, as well as public and 
school librarians, SAVE THE DATE -MONDAY, NOVEMBER 13TH, 7:00 P.M. AND 
PLEASE, PLEASE, PLEASE R.S.V.P. Call Sinai Temple Library, 474-1518, Ext. 39, 
or 470-4165 and let us know if you're coming. Bring your books for autographing ••• 
or books will be available for purchaseo 

LATKE PARTY AND BOOK EXCHANGE - DECEMBER 5TH 

Our December Board Meeting on December 5th at 7:00 P.M. will be a Latke 
Party and Book Exchange at the home of Adaire Klein. It is an Open Meeting 
(as are all our board meetings), and we welcome any members to join us for 
this Hanukkah celebration. However, WE NEED A TELEPHONE RESERVATION OR NOTE 
so we can plan the food properly. Please R.S.V.P. to Adaire Klein at 556-0642 
or to our Hospitality V.P., Judy Klein, at 473-0528. Books you bring for ex-
change may be Judaic or secular children's books for use in day schools. There 
will also be some new books available for purchase. 
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PREVIEWS OF COMING ATTRACTIONS continued 

BOOK REPAIR WORKSHOPS -JANUARY 16, 23, 30, 1984 

ALL THUMBS? BOOKS FALLING APART AND YOU JUST CAN'T PUT THEM TOGETHER? AJLSC 
TO THE RESCUE •••• 

ANNOUNCING: Our "You Can Do It" BOOK REPAIR WORKSHOPS to be held on three con
secutive Monday nights, January 16, 23, and 30, 1984. We are scheduling three 
workshops so you will be able to learn thoroughly all techniques of book repair, 
to practice at your own speed on books you bring with you, under the expert 
guidance of the workshop leader, and to gain total confidence in your ability to 
handle most common book maintenance problems, 

FEATURING: GINO PETRALLA - Teacher at L,A, Trade Tech and workshop leader for Los 
Angeles Schools for more than thirty years. 

CO-SPONSORED BY: AJLSC, BRODART, AND SINAI TEMPLE. 
A nominal supplies fee will be charged and additional materials will be available 
for purchase during the workshops. Bring your checkbooks. You will need to register 
ahead for this course because of space limitations. Reserve your space by call-
ing Sinai Temple Library, 474-1518 (Ext. 39) or 470-4165. And then mark your 
calendars for three Monday nights in January. 

UNRAVELING THE MYSTERY OF COMPUTER USE IN SMALL LIBRARIES - JANUARY 19 - MAY 3 

Can small libraries really benefit from computers? Can a person learn how 
to use a microcomputer without knowing "bits" and "bytes", or how to program?? 

The answer is "YES" - though we think you should know some of the terminology -
just enough to feel comfortable. when computer "mavens" begin to talk. 

Rick Burke and Barbara Leff will be co-teaching a Hebrew Union College class 
January 19th to May 3rd (Thursday evening) on the use of microcomputers in li
braries, This will be geared to BEGINNERS, focusing on the school and synagogue 
uses, You will discover computer potential, look at existing library programs, 
learn to evaluate what to do with a computer in your own setting, and have some 
"hands-on" experiences to eliminate the fear that most people have about computers, 
A lot of thought has gone into designing this course so as not to overwhelm. 

If interested, complete tear-off on flyer enclosed and return quickly to 
Barbara Leff, StephenS, Wise Temple Library, 15500 Stephen Wise Drive, Los 
Angeles, CA 90077; or call Barbara at 476-8561 with questions. 

REMINDER ••• REMINDER,,,IT'S MEMBERSHIP TIME AGAIN: 

Please send all 1983-84 membership forms and checks ($15.00) to: 
AJLSC Treasurer 
Hava Ben-Zvi 
Jewish Community Library 
6505 Wilshire Boulevard, 12th Floor 
Los Angeles, California 90048 

If you can't locate your membership form, just jot down pertinent information 
on a separate letterhead and enclose your check payable to AJLSC, A 1983-1984 
membership roster will go out to all paid-up members in December, so don't delay. 

See you at the November meeting. 
--Reggie Gitlin 
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CELEBRATE JEWISH BOOK i'10NTH - OCtO-BER- 30th-to NOVEMBER 30th 1983 

Adapt this delightful play to books on Jewish themes! For information and ideas 
call the Peter M. Kahn Jewish Community Library, Telephone: 852-_1234 Ext.3202. 

THE CASE OF THE FAVORITE B 0 0 K 
(A play that puts books and kids on the stand!) 

by Dennis Andersen, editor for INSTRUCTOR 

CHARACTERS: Court Clerk, Judge Booker, Lawyers, (one for each defendant), 
Defendants, (as many as desired), Jury Foreman, Jurors, (as many as 
desired), 

TIME: The present 
PLA6E: An imaginary courtroom 

COu~T CLERK: Will the jury please take their seats. (The Jurors file in and sit 
in the jury box.) Will the defendants please take their seats. (The Defendants 
file in and sit in chairs.) All rise! Hear yet Hear ye! This court will now come 
to order. Today we will hear the case of (name of class and school). 
Judge Booker presiding. Here comes the judge. (Everyone stands as the Judge 
enters.) 
JUDGE: Good morning. Please be seated. (Everyone sits.) Today we about to try 
a most serious book case, 
LAWYER 1: I object, your honor. 
JUDGE: I haven't said anything yet. 
LAWYER 1: You said we were going to try a bookcase. We're not trying a bookcase. 
We're going to try books! 
JUDGE: Objection overruled, We are trying a most serious case that deals with 
books. Today we will decide which is the best book ever written. (Ad lib cries 
from the courtroom: "I know which it is!" "Just ask me!" and so on.) 
JUDGE: Silence! Or I'll have you removed from the courtroom. Now will the first 
lawyer please proceed. 
LAINER 1: Thank you, your honor• I would like to call my client, 
(name of student), to the stand.(Defendant 1 goes to stand.) 
COURT CLERK: (name of student), do you promise to tell the 
truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth? 
DEFENDANT 1: I do, 
JUDGE: Proceed. ---LAWYER. 1: (name of student), will you please tell us what 
you were doing last night at around eight in the evening? 
DEFENDANT 1: I was reading. 
LAWYER 1: Ah, but what were you reading? 
DEFENDANT 1: I was finishing The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Nark Twain. 
LAWYER 1: I see. Can you tell us a little about the plot? 
DEFENDANT 1: It's about a boy who lived a hundred years ago and what happens 
when he and a runaway slave named Jim travel down the Mississippi River. 
LAWYER.l: Can you tell us a little more about the characters? 
DEFENDANT 1: Of course. The important characters are Huck, Jim, and Tom. The 
three of them meet many people in the course of their adventures. 
LAWYER 1: Who would you say is the main character? 
DEFENDANT 1: No two ways about it: Huck. 
LAWYER 1: And how would you describe this Huckleberry Fir~? 
DEFENDANT 1: Well, he's not much older than I am, and he doesn't alway~ follow 
the rules. Just like me!.(The crowd in the courtroom giggles and makes comments,) 
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THE CASE OF THE FAVORITE BOOK Continued 

JUDGE: Silence! Silence! Or I'll find you in contempt of court. 
LAWYER 1: And now - for the most important question - which book do you think is 
the best book that's ever been written? 
DEFENDANT 1: When I finished The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn last night, I said 
to myself, "This is the best book I've ever read. So I guess it's the best book 
that t s ever been written ... 
(The crowd in the courtroom goes wild! "No, that's not true. •• Just wait till you 
hear my testimony!" and so on.) 
JUDGE: Silence! One more outburst like that and I'll clear the courtroom. Now 
I'd like to hear from the next lawyer. 
LAWYER 2: Thank you, Judge. I think you'll find the testimony of my client, 

(name of student), most helpful in settling this case. -o----,-----
(Defendant 2 goes to the stand.) 
COURT CLERK: Do you promise to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but 
the truth? 
DEFENDANT 2: I do. 
JUDGE: Proceed with the questioning. 
LAWYER 2: I understand that something very important happened to you last weekend, 

(name of student). 
===~=--=--: DEFENDANT 2: Very. 
LAWYER 2: Tell us about it. 
DEFENDANT 2: I finished reading Little Women by Louisa May Alcott. 
LAWYER 2: I see. And do you feel that this is the best book you've ever read? 
LAWYER 1: Objection, your honor. The prosecution is now attempting to lead the 
witness. 
JUDGE: Objection sustained. (To La~vyer 2) Please refrajn from leading the witness. 
LAWYER 2~ I'm sorry: Judge Booker~ (To Defendant 2) Would you please tell us about 
the plot and setting of Ljttle Women. 
DEFENDANT 2: It takes place in a small New England town during the time of the Civil 
War. The main characters are four sisters: Jo, Beth, Amy, and Meg. 
LAWYER 2: And what do you think of this book? 
DEFENDANT 2: I think it's an excellent book because it shows some of the problems 
of growing UPo And it's about making the best of what we have. 
LAWYER 2: And last weekend when you finished reading the book, do you remember what 
you felt? 
DEFENDANT 2: Yes. I was sure that Little Women is the best book that's ever been 
written. 
JUDGE: Thank you, (name of student). Your testimony has been most 
helpful. But we have many other witnesses to hear from. 
(At this point, allow students in your class to become other defendants- reporting 
on their favorite books. Make sure that each defendant has rehearsed with a law7er. 
Encourage pupils to use ~he format of the testimony given for Huckleberry Finn and 
Little Women- but remind them that they can "testify" about minor characters, 
settings, themes, and so on~ When all the Defendants have been on the stand, the 
Judge should then say the following:) 
JUDGE:. We have heard all the testimony, The jury must now make its decision. And, 
Jury, I charge you to decide which of the defendants is correct. Which of the many 
books we have heard about today is the best book ever written? 
(The Jury huddles together and discusses the matter in hushed but intense tones. 
Then suddenly the conference ends and they turn and face the Judge.) 
JURY FORErffiN: We are ready, your honor. 
JUDGE: Read the verdict. 
JURY FOREHAN: In each case, the Defendant believed that the last book he or she 
had read 1.;ras the best book ever written. And we have come to this conclusion: 
The best book ever written is the last one a person has read! That's the marvelous 
thing about books and reading! Therefore each Defendant is correct and everybody 
wins the case, . 

Reprlnted from INSTRUCTOR, November 1981, Used by permission, 
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IDEAS FOR BOOK MONTH 

Stumped for ways to motivate readers ? Eager for new ways to promote Jewish 
Book Month? Read on~: 

The Peter M. Kahn Jewish Community Library has announced that the following 
events will take place during Jewish Book Month: 

THE DELIGHT OF YIDDISH POETRY AND FOLKLORE will be discussed by Dr. Abraham 
Zygielbaum, professor of Eastern European contemporary Jewish Studies at the 
Hebrew Union College. So save this date: SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11, 1983, at 1:00 P.M. 
in the BOARD ROOM OF THE JEWISH COMMUNITY BUILDING, 6505 WILSHIRE BOULEVARD, 
You don't need to know Yiddish to enjoy itt Refreshments will be served, 
R.S.V.P. 852-1234, Ext. 3202. Donation: $1.00, 

CONTEMPORARY JEWISH CEREMONIAL ART will be on display in the Jewish Community 
Building, 6505 Wilshire Boulevard, November 13th through January 13, 1984. The 
gold and silver Jewish ceremonial art objects are from the Bezalel Academy of Arts 
in Jerusalem, Additional art by Joseph Young and Laurie Gross and local artists, 
as well as interesting art books will also be shown. For information call 
852-1234, Ext. 2117. 

LARGE PRINT BOOKS FOR THE VISUALLY HANDICAPPED will be officially open and 
available at the Jewish Community Library beginning in November. The books, 
dealing· with Jewish life and thought, have been selected to be a source of both 
education and pleasure to those who are unable to read standard size print. 
They deal with Jewish values (When Bad Things Happen to Good People), the 
quality of life (The Old Neighborhood), humor (Sadie Shapiro, the Matchmaker), 
as well as the Holocaust (Anne Frank: The Diary of a Young Girl) and more. 

THE JEWISH WOMAN - AN IMAGE TO REMEMBER will be the theme of a special exhibit 
at the Peter M, Kahn Jewish Community Library, The exhibit will feature books, 
paintings, and other art objects, It will draw attention to Jewish women as law
yers, nurses, farmers, fighters, mothers, martyrs, poets, and politicians, 

At Valley Beth Shalom Day School, Reggie Gitlin is planning a Braille Read
a-than, Special features will be films on the sight impaired and Braille 
storybooks and materials from the Braille Institute. In addition, there will be 
a general studies and Judaica Book Fair AND a Book Exchange. 4th, 5th, and 6th 
graders will bring a book to school that they wish to exchange, Every two weeks 
at recess time, they will have an opportunity to choose a new book. 

In the November/December, 1981 INSTRUCTOR magazine, Gerald Ehli suggests the 
following activities to help students develop a love for books~ 

ADVERTISEMENT CONTEST: Set up a contest in which each participant selects a 
favorite book and tries to "sell" it to the school, Posters, skits, or promo
tional gimmicks are "sales" possibilities. Have a committee of student judges 
select a winner. 

TREASURE HUNT: Make a treasure chest (decorate a box) and fill it with con
struction paper keys, On each key write a clue about a different booko Clues 
might be the name of an author, a character, or a setting. When a student draws 
a key, he or she will have to find and read the book it describes, (The keys 
make great bookmarks, too:) 

BOOK PARADES; Everyone loves a parade. So why not have students dress up as 
favorite book characters and parade through other classrooms for fellow students 
to admire? 
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CELEBRATING HANUKKAH IN YOUR SYNAGOGUE LIBRARY 
By Rita Frischer 

i·;oV./DEC. 1933 

The central motif of Hanukkah is light, and its chief commandment is the 
kindling of the candles each night in a special menorah. This lovely theme can 
be used in a number of ways: 

A, Prepare a display of books all featuring the words "light" or "candle" 
or similar terms in their titles, Many will be about Hanukkah, but not all 
(e.g. Chaim Patak's The Book of Lights). 

B. Put together an exhibit on candlemaking, Or a display of unusual candles, 
Or both. Or borrow various Hanukkah menorahs from congregants and the Sisterhood 
Gift Shop for display. 

c. Hold craft workshops on making candles or your own menorahs, Or feature 
a display of menorahs made as craft projects in the classrooms. 

The custom of giving gifts is relatively new, The more genuinely JeHish tra
dition is that of giving Hanukkah gelt, or money, to children and students. 

A. Arrange a display on coins. There are a number of books on the history of 
Israel and Judaism told through coins, works on medals and medalists, etc. Borrow 
coin collections from congregants ONLY if you have secure display cabinets for them. 

B. Arrange a Read-a-Than, collecting Hanukkah gelt for some charitable cause. 
Have the children sign up sponsors at the beginning of Jewish Book Month. Sponsors 
would pledge to pay so much money per book read. Keep records of the books through 
brief written reports, oral reports made in class and signed off by teachers, or 
art projects displayed in the library. Then have the children collect the pledges 
in time to present them to the charity for Hanukkah, 

C. Find a speaker in the community to present a program for adults on coins, 
giving charity and the concept of tzedakah (justice) in Jewish life, the history 
of money, or other related themes. 

A favorite custom on Hanukkah is playing with a dreidel, on each side of which 
is a Hebrew letter. The message contained in the four letters has been re-inter
preted to mean "a great miracle happened there." As with candles or menorahs, you 
can borrow various kinds of dreidels, or have a workshop for children and adults to 
make their own. Instructions can be found in THE JEWISH CATALOG, Volume 1, You 
can also set up top-spinning exhibits or contests. 

Decorate your library for the festive season. Blue and white or silver are the 
colors; candles, dreidels, and coins are the themes. Try "Light up your Jewish life -
READ" or "Books are Tops" written inside a spinning dreidel. Use your motto on 
posters, book lists, bookmarks, and in your displays. 

Write to the Jewish Book Council, 15 East 26th Street, New York 10010 for an 
order sheet of materials and bibliographies, Give yourself a file of these helpful 
resources as a Hanukkah present that will serve you well all year long, 
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NEW ISRAELI PRIME MINISTER - YITZHAK SHAMIR 

Our thanks to Adaire Klein who obtained permission to reprint the following 
material and to Toby Dershowitz at the offices of the Consulate General of Israel 
for granting that permission, We hope that this information will be a useful update 
for your library files. 

Yitzhak Shamir was born in 1915 in Ruzinov, in eastern Poland. He received a 
Jewish education, graduating from the Hebrew Secondary School in Bialystok, and 
was a member of the Betar youth movement. He began studying law in Warsaw but 
interrupted his studies to immigrate in 1935, to Eretz-Yisrael (Palestine), where 
he enrolled at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. 

In 1937, Mr. Shamir joined the IZL (Irgun Zva'i Leumi- National Military Or
ganization) and, in 1940-41, following a split with the IZL, joined LHY (Lohamei 
Herut Yisrael- .Israel Freedom Fighters), in which he actively participated until 
Israel gained independence in 1948, Following the murder of LHY conunander "Ya'ir" 
(Avraham Stern), Mr. Shamir re-organized the LHY Central Committee - together with 
Dr. Israel Sheib-Eldad and the late Natan Yellin-Mor - and coordinated its organi
zational and operational activities, Twice - in 1941 and 1946 - he was arrested by 
the British mandatory authorities; twice he escaped. After the second escape, from 
Eritrea, he reached the French colony of Djibouti, by way of Ethiopia, and was given 
political asylum in France - returning to Israel in May, 1948, upon establishment of 
the State. 

From then until 1955 Mr. Shamir remained out of the limelight, From 1955 to 
1965 he held a senior post in the civil service. In the years that followed, he 
was engaged in private commercial activity; during this time he was also active 
on behalf of Soviet Jewry. 

In 1970, Mr. Shamir joined the Herut movement and was elected to its Executive 
Committee, directing the Immigration Department and, later, the Organization De
partment. In March, 1975, he was elected Chairman of the Executive Committee, a 
post to which he was re-elected unanimously in March, 1977. He was elected to 
the Eighth Knesset on the Herut ticket in December, 1973, and served as a member 
of the Defense and Foreign Affairs Committee and of the State Control Committee. 

On May 17, 1977, he was elected to the Ninth Knesset and, upon its convening 
on June 13, 1977, he was elected Speaker of the House. He was appointed Minister 
of Foreign Affairs in March, 1980. And in October, 1983, he became Israel's 
seventh prime minister since its establishment in 1948, 

He is married and has two children. 

Yakov Evan is now the new Consul General for Israel in Los Angeleso Hannah 
Palti continues as Deputy Consul General. 

"HASBARA EXHIBITION" 

On October 12th and 13th, the Consulate General of Israel in Los Angeles hosted 
an eXhib-ition in Suite 1700, 6380 Wilshire Boulevard, Los Angeles, Those fortunate 
enough to attend were able to receive updated political and cultural news about 
Israel, establish contact with information office staff, order information material, 
such as printed matter, video, films, exhibits, and posters, and exchange ideas. 
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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE SEPTEMBER 19TH MEETING 

Our guest speaker was Naomi Marblestone, head librarian of Temple Judea, 
Tarzana, California. Mrs. Marblestone has worked in the Temple Judea Library 
for ten years. Though this library had a very humble beginning, it currently 
circulates more than 1,000 books per month. Its success is the result of the 
following policies: 

1. All Hebrew School students are required to attend one library session each 
semester. Appropriate storytelling or booktalk techniques entice students to read. 
Books used include The Rabbi and the Twenty-nine Witches, Alan and Naomi, The Wave, 
and King of the Seventh Grade, 

2. The publicity sent to temple members includes scheduled library hours, book 
reviews, and lists of available books. 

3. Book reviews are presented at Sisterhood and Chavurah meetings. Personal 
services encourage senior citizens to use the library, 

4. The library is located tn an area of easy access, 

Rita Frischer presented a slide show entitled "Promotional Planning -
Guide #2". It was produced by the Church and Synagogue Library Association 
and included slides selected by Rita. 

I 

Since our fiscal year began in July, membership dues are OVERDUE! Please 
send checks to Hava. 

Each of us encounters books of special interest to other readers of LIBRARY 
LIGHT. Please take the time to send brief descriptions of such "finds" to our 
editors. Share your "how to" ideas as well. We all need help • 

. RESOURCES OF SPECIAL INTEREST TO JEWISH SCHOOLS 

FILMS.,,FILMS, •• FILMS 

The following films are available from the Peter M. Kahn Jewish Community 
Library, Contact Hava for a complete review of each title. 

The Day Grandpa Died 11 1/2 min. Color. Grade level: Elementaryo 
The Ibex of Ein Gedi 30 min, Color, Age 10+, 
Bulletin No. 5 20 min, Color, Age 12+, 
An Israeli Fashion Tale 28 min, Color, Age 12+, 
The 8lst Blow 2 1/2 hours. B & W Age 16+, 
A Journey of Love 60 min, Color Age 12+. 

HOLOCAUST GUIDE 

A free audio-visual guide for teaching about the Holocaust is available from 
the St. Louis Center for Holocaust Studies, The guide contains over 180 varied 
films, videotapes, filmstrips, slideshows, phonograph records, maps, and posters 
which can be used in the classroom, The listed materials are available for rental 
at a nominal charge. The free audio-visual resource guide may be ordered by writing 
to the St. Louis Center for Holocaust Studies, 12 Millstone Campus Drive, St. Louis, 
MO 63146, 
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BOOK REVIEWS 

Bloch, Abraham P. Day By Day in Jewish History: A Chronology and Calendar of 
Historic Events', New York: Ktav Publishing House, 1983. 

This chronologically arranged reference book describes events spanning a 
broad spectrum of Jewish history - from Adam and Eve, through the biblical, 
talmudic, ancient, medieval, and modern times. The Holocaust and Israel up 
to the present time are also included. Some events are factual, while others 
culled from Jewish folklore, may be considered legendary, 

Organized according to the Jewish calendar, the book contains a full cross
reference to civil dates, a year-by-year chronology and a detailed index. It is, 
therefore, useful in a variety of ways. We discover what happened on a certain 
day in history, according to both Jewish and civil dates. We may also, using 
the year by year chronological table, easily determine events occurring within 
any given year, The detailed index provides a key and an approach through names, 
terms, and special events. 

This most scholarly volume is a treasure trove of information and data. It 
will be useful to the librarian, scholar, student, teacher, speaker, writer, and 
lay person. Whether planning special events, finding specific data, or just 
browsing, the reader will find it a treat and a delight~ 

--Hava Ben-Zvi, Peter M. Kahn Jewish Community Library 

The following books were all reviewed by Muriel Moster, Volunteer at Sinai 
Temple Library. 

Gruber, Ruth. 
$15.95. 

Haven. New York: Coward-McCann, Inc., 1983. Index. 335 pp. 

In 1944 Jewish refugees crossed Italy in a convoy of trucks painted with the 
Star of David. They, a mere handful, offered the opportunity to live, from 
the millions being killed, were headed for a ship which would take them to America. 
Boarding the "Henry Gibbins", a Liberty ship already loaded with 1,000 wounded 
soldiers and medical personnel, these 874 victims of concentration camp horrors 
ranged in age from infancy to octogenarian. In addition to the Jews were Catholics, 
Greek Orthodox, and Protestants. 

As Special Assistant to Secretary of Interior, Harold Ickes, the author, 
Ruth Gruber, was sent to escort the refugees. Her task was to assist them in 

Continued on page 12 
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Haven continued ---
the transition from terror, bombings, and upheaval in Europe to the temporary 
housing that Roosevelt reluctantly agreed to provide for them. The crossing 
itself was most difficult; there was constant danger from enemy mines and 
attacks; some of the military aboard strongly resented the presence of the 
foreigners; and although each one had a story similar in loss, devastation, 
and heartbreak, prejudice also existed among them. 

Arriving in Oswego, New York, they were horror-stricken to find themselves 
again restricted behind barbed wire. Gruber was constantly involved in re
settlement problems - housing, education, cultural differences, and language 
barriers. She worked tirelessly on behalf of the refugees and involved 
Eleanor Roosevelt, Rabbi Stephen Wise, and Treasury Secretary, Henry Morgenthau, 
Jr. in her efforts to overcome bureaucratic complexities. A special problem 
was the ruling that refugees must return to Europe after the war. Adults had 
signed such an agreement. Yet, only devastation and loss awaited them. 

Gruber's dedication to the plight of these people and her work on their be
half endeared her to them, , Her personal association with many of them continued 
after war's end. Hers is a story not generally known. This reviewer lived in 
New York State during the time of the book's events and was never aware of the 
human drama taking place - perhaps because FDR was adamant about not wanting any 
publicity about a "Jewish camp'. 

What Gruber has to say in Haven is more important than how she says it; for 
her skills as a writer, proven in other memorable books, do not always shine 
through here. But her participation in the lives of the refugees enhances the 
value of the material, Additionally, reading what the United States meant to 
those who were stripped of homes, country, and statehood, makes one cherish 
anew its way of life, its constitution, and its promise. 

McNeish, James. Belonging. New York: Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 1980. 
192 pp. $9. 95. 

McNeish, a non-Jew, subtitles this short volume "Conversations with Men 
and Women Who Have Chosen to Make Israel Their Home". It appears that he 
taped informal interviews for each subject's own words are used. The result 
is inspiring, meaningful, and honest, 

There are interviews with fifteen people who have come from all over the 
world to make their home in Israel. Many suffered deprivation and loss of dear 
ones before coming and endured further hardship after reaching Israel. But 
their unanimous appreciation of Israel's raison d'etre makes them willing tore
main, despite stress and tension. 

Among the more informative interviews is one describing a close relationship 
between a Jew and an Arab family. Similarly unusual is the report by a Southern 
Baptist who has made Israel his home for years and cares deeply for both the 
country and its people, 

At the end of these touching, personal, and very human conversations, there 
is a short glossary of Hebrew words as well as a brief significant update on 
three of the people. 
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REVIEWS continued 

Rybakov, Anatoli. Heavy Sand. New York: Viking Press, 1981. 381 pp. $13,95 
Translated from the Russian by Harold Shukman. 

This memorable novel by a Soviet writer gives further insight into the lives 
of Jews living in Russia from 1900 to the Holocaust. The reader comes to know 
and feel affection for many members of a large family. The Ivanovskys lived 
and worked for years with Russians, Ukranians, and Poles. While they didn't 
always get along with one another, they were respected by their neighbors, 
aiding each other in time of need and trouble. 

Life was not without its trials, but family members were fortified by the 
love of parents and grandparents. World War II and the mass sadism of the 
Nazi butchers annihilated forever not only this family, but also totally 
obliterated any evidence of their lives. Yet it is heartwarming to read of 
partisan resistance, of those who knowing the end was near, nevertheless, 
made further sacrifices so as to dignify death, and of the loyalty and acts of 
heroism sustained by both the very young and very old. 

Rybakov has brought history to life with this story: 

Sapir, Richard Ben. The Body. Garden City, New York: Doubleday and Company, 
Inc,, 1983. 347 pp. $16,95. 

The unusual theme in this novel will intrigue devotees of biblical archae
ology and ancient history, although experts on Roman politics and the times of 
Jesus can offer counter-arguments to some of Sapir's conclusions. 

A crucified body found in Jerusalem during a building excavation may be 
that of Jesus. The Vatican, protecting its own interests, sends a 35- year
old American Jesuit priest to assist the beautiful young Israeli archaeologist 
in ·her search for the truth. During their investigation into this highly 
delicate matter, a strong love develops between the two. Intrigue and added 
complications from the Soviets and Palestinians keeps the suspense at a high 
level. 

Sapir's knowledge of contemporary methods of scientific research, as well as 
his recognition of the many religious sects, Jewish and non-Jewish, which com
plicate the spiritual life of Jerusalem, are definite assets. Especially note
worthy is the Talmudic pilpulism between the young priest and a rabbi in Meir 
Shea rim. 

For its historical content, its local color, and its love story, this is 
rewarding reading. 

Tonner, Leslie. The Five Towns. New York: Seaview Books, 1980. 308 pp. $12,95. 

Sociological studies show that the Jewish family in America is experiencing 
the same problems and shortcomings as the rest of the population. Unfortunately, 
affluence, opportunity for upward mobility, and the Jewish tradition of family 
closeness have not combined to make our families and our children exemplaryo 

The Five Towns shows the great changes in the young generation growing up 
after World War II, Family members function independently and different in

Continued on page 14 
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The Five Towns continued 

terests keep them apart emotionally. Youngsters in this realistic novel make a 
quick transition from youthful innocence to a sophistication they can't handle. 
By becoming a part of the fast-changing world of the Sixties, they embrace communes, 
drugs, indiscriminate sex, violence, and protest movements. 

While this is not an in-depth book about Judaism, its plot does show that many 
of our Jews and their children have been just like everybody else in this assLmL
lated America. We are not immune to changing values, Isn't it time that we did 
something to reinforce our traditional standards? 

Geras, Adele. Voyage. New York: Atheneum, 1983. 193 pp. $10.95. 

Oberski, Jona. Childhood. Translated from the Dutch by Ralph Manheim. Garden 
City, New York: Doubleday & Co., 1983. 20 pp. $11,95, 

Both these books for teenagers are basically short stories. The subject 
matter they deal with is worthwhile as far as it goes, only it doesn't go far 
enough. 

Voyage is a brief account of steerage passengers traveling to America early 
in this century. We become briefly acquainted with a group escaping from European 
oppression. In vignette-like chapters we glean a little about the young people, 
their past suffering and their dreams of the future; we learn also about some of 
the elderly and their memories. The interaction among these escaping Jews is 
touching. After an arduous trip, as they finally catch sight of the Statue of 
Liberty, the book ends, leaving us with a feeling of incompleteness. We want 
to know more about these people and how they individually fared after reaching 
the Golden Medina. 

Childhood leaves the reader equally frustrated. As a very young child, Ober
ski was incarcerated with his parents in Bergen-Belsen. His recall of events is 
unusual, simple, and straight-to-the-point, but he really doesn't tell us much. 
In fact, more about his young life is learned from the flyleaf than from the text. 
Yes, he remembers his mother's constant warnings to be quiet, to be good, to stay 
out of the "deadhouse" where bodies were piled high. Such are the memories of a 
mere baby's decimated childhood. 

While both books have intrinsic value, they are only episodic and whet the 
appetite for further reading on these subjects. 
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