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PRESIDENT'S CORNER 

Elsewhere in this issue, I am pleased to be able to share with you my 
annotated bibliography of the new children's books of 1982 (plus a couple 
of my older favorites). I hope you find it useful. If you want more 
complete reviews of these books, they may be found in my article appearing 
now in the Winter edition of The Melton Journal. (Part I is to be followed 
in the Spring edition by Part II.) The Journal is available on request from 
the Melton Research Center for Jewish Education, The Jewish Theological 
Seminary of America, 3080 Broadway, New York, N.Y., 10027. 

Another center of Jewish education, the Jewish Community Library will 
be the site of our next AJLSC meeting, during which local librarians will 
explore the services available through JCL. I will not be seeing you at 
that excellent meeting, hosted by Hava Ben-Zvi, however, since I am leaving 
in late April for the Jerusalem Book Fair. There I will assist Ruth Frank, 
Director of the JWB-Jewish Book Council, with a booth featuring Jewish 
publications from many American publishers who are not sponsoring an entire 
booth. I look forward to sharing with you all the experiences of this 
exciting trip, which will begin with a stop-over in New York to attend the 
National Book Awards ceremonies. 

My last order of business is to encourage all Southern California 
librarians to drop everything between June 19th and 22nd and attend the 
"Chai" convention of the national Association of Jewish Libraries. Our 
co-chairpersons, Barbara Leff and Adaire Klein, have planned an incredible 
program and the setting, the majestic Queen Mary in Long Beach, is very 
conducive for fostering the hard work, pleasurable exchange of ideas and 
great comraderie inherent in every AJL conference. Please plan to attend 
all the workshops .•. and to really feel part of the scene, stay aboard the 
Queen Mary. ALL ABOARD FOR BETTER LIBRARIES. 

Shalom, 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

CANDIDATES ANNOUNCED 

The AJLSC Nominating Committee submits the following slate of officers, 
whose two-year term of office will begin June, 1983: 

President ..•....•.........•.............. Rita Frischer 
President-Elect .......................... Fran Shuster 
1st Vice-President (Program) ............. Barbara Leff 
2nd Vice-President (Membership) .......... Reggie Gitlin 
3rd Vice-President (Publicity ........... Phyllis Zasloff 
4th Vice-President (Hospitality) ......... Judy Klein 
Recording Secretary ..................... . 
Corresponding Secretary .................. Susan Levine 
Treasurer ................................ Hava Ben-Zvi 

You are welcome to submit additional names for any of the above offices, 
including Recording Secretary. To submit further nominations, contact 
Chairperson Barbara Leff at  (during day) or  (evenings/ 
weekends). Election will take place at the May 2 AJLSC meeting. 
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AJL - QUEEN MARY CONVENTION --LAST MINUTE THOUGHTS 

WELCOME ABOARD! We've created lots of excitement with the Convention 
Packets mailed to all AJLSC members regarding the Association of Jewish Libraries 
18th annual national convention on the RMS QUEEN MARY in Long Beach Harbor -
June 19-22/23. If you haven't received your packet yet, let us know immediately. 

SUBSIDIES? Principals/rabbis are usually very reasonable when AJL subsidy 
is discussed. First, the $18 annual AJL dues is a bargain considering what your 
library gets in return: A wealth of book reviews, sources for Judaica materials, 
and other AJL NEWSLETTER information, in-depth articles in AJL JOURNAL, and dis
counts on other AJL practical publications, among other things. Second, subsidies 
for/toward convention fees and hotel/driving costs are assured when they see the 
excellent program and realize how much you and their 1 ibrary will benefit. If we 
can help you convince them, please call or write. 

LOCAL MEMBERS--HAVE YOU CONSIDERED STAYING ON THE QUEEN MARY--FOR ONE OR MORE 
NIGHTS--at the LOW CONVENTION RATES? Some members and spouses are planning D 
take a 1-2 day weekend vacation on the Queen Mary starting June 17 at the low 
convention rates. (Normal Queen Mary accommodations start at $85!) They will 
enjoy the ship, take side trips, explore the AJL Exhibit Hall when it opens on 
Sunday, and attend the opening dessert reception and author's program. There
after, either spouse goes home and member stays on, or, if member also has to 
go back to work (school librarians), they both go home late on Sunday and return 
Tuesday evening for the banquet and exciting program. Others who can attend only 
Monday and Tuesday are saving gas and driving time by staying overnight Monday 
evening only. WON'T YOU CONSIDER YOUR OPTIONS? 

We know conventions are costly, but if you can manage it, the benefits 
make it very worthwhile. Those of us who have attended past conventions are eager 
for you to enjoy the experience. Staying at the convention site gives you the 
opportunity to learn and share informally with others in similar settings from all 
parts of thecountry and make lifelong valuable professional friendships; this 
doesn't usually happy very easily to those who attend the sessions only. 

The last AJL convention was 1973; who knows when the next one will be 
here? PLEASE--- TRY TO JOIN US ABOARD THE QUEEN MARY. 

SAME MEAL RATES FOR AJL MEMBER'S IMMEDIATE FAMILY: Your immediate family 
is welcome to join you at meals, reception, and/or banquet at AJL member rates. 
Be sure reservations are made by the caterer's deadline. 

OTHERS INTERESTED IN ATTENDING CONVENTION? Please encourage principals, 
rabbis, teachers, friends, and committees and volunteers to attend and participate 
in the convention. Fees are 1 isted in the convention packet. Everyone is welcome! 

ORGANIZATIONS/BUSINESSES INTERESTED IN PUBLICIZING TO JUDAICA LIBRARIANS? 
We welcome Exhibitors whose products/services will benefit our members. Exibitor•s 
tables are only $50 for first table (exhibitor must be present); $15 for a small 
table display that we set up. Contact FRAN SHUSTER, AJL Exhibitors Coordinator, 
4641 Galendo, Woodland Hills, CA 91364- (213) 347-5776 eve/wkend. 

ANY FURTHER QUESTIONS? Contact AJL Convention Co-Chair: BARBARA LEFF or 
ADAIRE KLEIN, c/o StephenS. Wise Temple Library, 15500 StephenS. Wise Drive, 
Los Angeles, CA 90077 - (213) 476-8561, 788-4776, 272-7831. 

BE SURE TO SEND IN YOUR RESERVATIONS BY MID-MAY, IF POSSIBLE. 

WE LOOK FORWARD TO GREETING YOU -ON THE QUEEN MARY. 
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AUTHOR OF LOVE DESPITE HATE TO SPEAK 

On Monday, June 6, 1983, the distinguished author, Dr. Sarah Moskovitz, will 
speak about her latest book, at 1 P.M. at the Jewish Community Library, 
6505 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles. Donation: $1.00 

This is an unusual book, based on oral reports of twenty-four persons who 
experienced the Holocaust as very young children. (See Adult Book Reviews) 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

The Association wishes a SPEEDY RECOVERY to Herman Wildman, husband of 
Edith Wildman. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

SCHOOL LIBRARIAN JOB AVAILABLE 

S~EPHEN S. WISE TEMPLE is seeking a school librarian to accept full 
responsibility for Day School/Middle School library program. This requires 
school librarian knowledge and skills with focus on general studies and 
familiarity with Judaic studies for grades 4-9. Library is a service
oriented multi-media library in a Reform congregation with a strong library 
support staff. Starting Date: July 1, 1983; salary competitive. (Marjorie 
Gersh, Day School Librarian for 6 years, is retiring from the library field.) 

Apply now to: Barbara Leff, Library Director, Stephen S. Wise Temple, 
Library, 15500 StephenS. Wise Drive, Los Angeles, Calif. 90077 -- (213) 
476-8561, 788-4778, 272-7831. Located at Mulholland and Sepulveda, off the 
San Diego Freeway. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

SITUATION WANTED LIBRARIAN OR ASST. LIBRARIAN 

Background: MLS, Hebrew University, Jerusalem. Worked in bibliographical 
department of the National Hebrew Library and in the reference 
and loan department of the Faculty of Agriculture, Rehovot, 
Israel. Experience includes building and maintaining school 
libraries. 

Would like to work 8 A.M. to 2 P.M. Please contact Miriam Muallem, 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Michelle Schwartz, instructor of the Holiday Workshop Series at Sinai Temple, 
is interested in buying a set of My Jewish World for home use. If any 
library has purchased the Junior Judaica and would like to dispose of 
My Jewish World at a reasonable price, please call Michelle at . 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
AJLSC LIBRARY LIGHT is distributed free to AJLSC members. 

EDITORS: Renee Hurewitz,  
Dorothy Steiner,  

Permission to reprint granted when credit is given to "Assn. of Jewish Libraries 
of So. Calif. LIBRARY LIGHT." 
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REVIEWS OF ADULT BOOKS 
by 

Muriel Moster, Volunteer 
Sinai Temple Library 

MARCH/APRIL 1983 

Appelfeld, Aharon. Tzili: The Story of a Life. New York, E.P. Dutton, Inc., 
1983. Translated by Dalya Bilu. 185 p. $12.95. 

Tzili could easily represent the tragic young Holocaust survivor who 
suffered throughout the war without family, home or creature comforts. 
Barely managing to exist in the woods, passing for a non-Jew, she endures 
cruelty and hardship in order to earn breadcrusts. She comes upon a con
centration camp escapee, a man many years her senior, with whom she shares 
day-to-day survival. Throughout her young life she had been an object of 
condescension from her family who viewed her as simplistic, but with Mark 
she briefly finds warmth and love. 

Mark disappears, after venturing from the woods desperate for supplies, 
and Tzili is again left alone, pregnant. As the fighting wanes, she joins 
wandering refugees whose resources and strength are equally meager. When 
she ultimately boards a ship for Palestine, we feel that, never having had 
much and having lived through pain and catastrophe, Tzili will somehow 
adapt to the demands of the new land and manage to survive there. 

Throughout this very short but poignant book by the author of Baden
heim 1939 and The Age of Wonders, the reader is deeply moved by the story 
of Tzili. An innocent child-woman, she is uncomprehending of the political 
forces which have victimized her so harshly. Israeli writer Appelfeld 
employs his usual subtlety; little mention is made of the Holocaust per se. 
The reader is presumed to have all the background necessary. Most memorably 
does Tzili highlight the tragedy of those years. 

Green, Gerald. The Chains. New York, Seaview Books, 1980. 470 p. 
$11.95. 

Holocaust author Green's generational saga The Chains is the story of 
a different kind of Jew, the immigrant who struggled, defied poverty and became 
tremendously successful, not in an exemplary way, but by violence, racketeering 
and circumventing the law. True, Jake Chain as a young man used his physical 
strength with fury and courage to defend downtrodden factory workers who were 
being cruelly exploited by miserly employers. But Jake and his son soon 
found they could make a great deal of money by resorting to strong-arm tactics, 
grabbing power and double-dealing. They determined to do business their way, 
allowing nothing to stop them. 

Without regard for the moral or human consequences, they built an empire 
during Prohibition days, illegally catering to people's thirsts. The closest 
Jake ever carne to soul-searching or self-examination was when he remarked, 
"like Rabbi Piltz told me, 'There's all kinds of Jews! I ain't the best kind."' 

By the time the third generation became prominent and realized the un
savory origins of the family's fortune, it rationalized the law breaker's 
actions by attributing everything to "genetic code." Only distant cousin Eva 

Please turn to page 6. 
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The Chains con. 

lives by moral conscience, providing respectability as an ardent reformer 
in the labor movement. It was because of Jake's love for her that he first 
became involved in labor agitation and because of her that he met a violent 
death. 

The novel covers the years of a changing America. Through the lives 
and activities of the Chain family, the reader experiences two wars, the 
dark Depression days, the rise of unionism, the Roaring Twenties, the Red 
scare, the founding of Israel, and the war in Korea. Green clearly under
stands human nature and character, admirably portraying the effect that 
events have on individuals. 

Moskovitz, Sarah. Love Despite Hate: Child Survivors of the Holocaust and 
Their Adult Lives. New York, Schocken Books, 1983. 245 p. $17.95. 

Many outstanding books have been written by Holocaust survivors about 
their benumbing experiences and miraculous survival. This book is merito
rious because it studies concentration camp survivors who were young chil
dren, some little more than babies, when incarcerated at Terezin and 
Auschwitz, as well as youngsters who were secreted in orphanages and homes 
in war-torn Europe. 

Interviewed are men and women whose earliest memories are exemplified 
by the heart-rending words, "The people I loved always died or went away .... 
every child wants to be with his Mother, but mine left me; she disappeared 
when I was very little." 

England allowed a thousand of these surv~v~ng children to enter the 
country in 1945. Some were fortunate enough to be sent to Lingfield House 
near London where Alice Goldberger, a lay analyst in Anna Freud's clinic 
and a German refugee herself, became their supervisor, friend and mentor. 
Devoting full time to their care and guidance, she provided the sense of 
security and normal atmosphere so vital for youngsters whose lives had been 
traumatized by nightmarish memories of Nazi cruelties: separation from 
loved ones sent to crematoria, being uprooted, contending with disease, cold, 
hunger, and false identities. Some of these children had been in the camps, 
others were barely toddlers when captured with their families. 

Goldberger's problems with them were multifold; the challenges never
ending. She dealt constantly with children in deep emotional turmoil and 
fear, who had difficulty in adapting and were unable to comprehend their 
disrupted lives. Raising them was a yeoman's job; their anxieties were not 
only those of normal children, but those of children with numbers on their 
arms who trusted nothing and nobody in their world. 

Moskovitz gives us background material about life in Lingfield with its 
serene environment. We learn about the staff who assisted Goldberger in 
forging a normal upbringing for the youngsters. Every effort was made to 
provide a healthy mental and physical milieu; there were studies, pets, music, 
art, bikes, and contacts with outside people who volunteered to spend time 
with them. 

Please turn to page 7. 
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Love Despite Hate con. 

How have these children turned out? How have they managed to function 
with so many "I don't knows" in their lives? Many do not know the date of 
their own births and have never known a Mother or Father or their own names. 
Others suffer from guilt for being a sole family survivor. 

Moskovitz, a professor of human development and counseling in the 
Department of Educational Psychology at California State University, North
ridge traveled to Australia, Belgium, England, Israel, West Germany and 
Northern California to interview twenty-four Lingfield "children". Each 
one has a different story to tell as he or she updates his or her life, 
activities and feelings about Judaism. While many feel insecure, lonely, 
"different", those with youngsters of their own discuss the kind of child
hood they want for them. All speak glowingly of Alice Goldberger, their 
continuing contacts with her and their beliefs that they could not have 
been brought up better by their own parents. 

Beyond its insights into the special nature of people who are burdened 
with memories which will forever influence how they function, this book is 
definitely a tribute to Alice Goldberger and to Sarah Moskovitz. Goldberger 
is remembered for making each child feel unique and for sharing herself with 
each one. Moskovitz has shown herself to be a caring, compassionate and 
concerned researcher whose interest in these survivors not only has benefited 
sociological and psychological studies, but must have meant so much to each 
one. The reader can only profit as well from the book's life-affirming 
message. 

Stern, Ellen Norman. Elie Wiesel: Witness for Life. New York, KTAV Publishing 
House, 1982. 199 p. $12.95. 

This brief biography of Elie Wiesel makes one want to read everything 
he has written. Stern gives us the background and milieu in which Wiesel 
grew up. We learn about his parents and grandfather, his youthful studies 
in Bible, Torah and mysticism; then the horrors he experienced at Auschwitz 
as prisoner number A-7713. The dehumanizing environment of the camps and what 
he endured as an impressionable, sensitive teenager challenged him as a sur
vivor to bear witness and testify to man's potential for evil and the world's 
indifference to it. 

After Wiesel was liberated, he took an oath of silence for ten years in 
order to gain perspective and a deeper understanding of what had happened to 
mankind and specifically what had happened to him. Stern mentions various 
works by him, associating their poignant themes with events in his life. It 
is uplifting to realize that despite the tragedies and ironies of a childhood 
decimated by the Nazis, Wiesel is always a spokesman FOR man, that he is 
optimistic about our tomorrows, that he affirms life, and that he lives his 
life as an observant Jew. 

Stern captures the essence that is Elie Wiesel: the survivor, the 
writer, the lecturer, the teacher. In compelling fashion, she shows that the 
experiences which are indelibly imprinted on his psyche serve as lessons for 
all mankind, making him a prophet in our generation. 

Please turn to page 8. 
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REVIE1!JS con. 

Scarf, Maggie. Unfinished Business. New York, Doubleday & Company, 1980. 
581 p. $14.95. 

The librarian buying this book receives value for her money; the woman 
reading it gets priceless information and insight regarding the interaction 
of psychology and female physiology. Scarf is highly qualified to deal with 
the subject, her work on the behavioral sciences has won awards and praise 
from the American Psychological Association. 

Subtitled Pressure Points in the Lives of Women, the book discusses 
important issues women must deal with throughout their lives. Using case 
histories of women from teen years through their sixties, Scarf focuses on 
problems arising at each stage and illustrates how problematic life becomes 
when emotional and physical burdens are not resolved. Depression frequently 
results, which is usually treated with pills, tranquilizers or placebos, 
which only compound the underlying cause. 

Scarf states that the most common mental illness among Ashkenazi Jews 
is manic depression. Her studies lead Scarf to believe that help for mental 
problems will come from the bio-chemist's laboratory rather than the 
psychologist's office. 

Reading the book one detects not only the author's erudition, but her 
compassion, deep interest in women, and wish to be of help to them in their 
quest for growth and well-being. 

Yaffe, James. Saul and Morris. New York, Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 1982. 
227 p. $15.50. 

In this short novel two elderly men whose lives parallel, but whose 
interests, temperaments and goals have always been divergent, review events 
of the years in order to learn the truth about themselves. Each took charge 
of his own life in very human, natural ways. When their lives do cross, we 
wonder, however, if basically they were really so different. 

Yaffee is a skilled storyteller. The book is written in vignettes; 
the scenes are poignant, toughing, and true to life. Yaffee's perception 
of each man's character makes for rewarding reading. By the end of the 
book we feel we know both Saul and Morris. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
WELCOME TO NEW AND RENEWING MEMBERS 

en-Efraim, Jackie  
*  
Lbrn., Temple Aliyah 
6025 Valley Circle Blvd. 
Woodland Hills, Calif. 
(213) 346-3545 

as loff, Phyllis B.   
  
Lbrn., Gen'l Studies, Adat Ari-El 

Day School 
5540 Laurel Canyon Blvd., N. Hollywood 
(213) 766-9426 
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AN ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY OF CHILDREN'S BOOKS 
1982 

Prepared by Rita Frischer 
Director of Library Services 

Sinai Temple 

FOR YOUNGER READERS AND LISTENERS 

Adler, David A. A Picture Book of Hanukkah. Illus. by Linda Heller. 
Jewish Publication Society, cl982. 32 p. $9.95 

Describes the historical background of the holiday, telling of the 
Maccabees and their fight for religious freedom. 

Adler, David. A. A Picture Book of Passover. Illus. by Linda Heller. 
Jewish Publication Society, cl982. 32 p. $9.95 

Begins by explaining simply how the Jews carne to Egypt and gradually 
were enslaved, ends on the far shore of the Red Sea. Stylized drawings 
in muted colors emphasize the drama of this story. 

Bogot, Howard and Daniel B. Syrne. Books are Treasures. Illus. by Cara G. 
Marks. Union of American Hebrew Congregations, cl982. unp. (softcover) 
$4.25 

Nice illustrations introduce young children to the enjoyment of books 
and the Torah as chief treasure of the Jewish people. 

Bogot, Howard and Daniel B. Syrne. I Learn About God. Illus. by Marlene 
Lobell Ruthen. Union of American Hebrew Congregations, cl982. unp. 
(softcover) $4.25 

Gentle, simple approach used to introduce God as creator to young 
children. 

Bunting, Eve. Terrible Things. Illus. by Stephen Gammell. Harper & Row, 
cl980. 26 p. $6.95. 

Little Rabbit and all the animals live peacefully together in the 
pond clearing until the day that the Terrible Things come and seize 
the birds. Trembling with fear, the other animals stand and watch; 
grateful they are not the victims. But the Terrible Things come back, 
each time for a different group, until even the white rabbits, who had 
thought themselves untouchable because of their color are taken, with 
no one left to defend them or miss them either. 

Great discussion starter. 

Goldstein, Andrew. My very own Jewish horne. Photos by Madeline Wikler. 
Kar-Ben Copies, cl979. unp. (softcover) $3.95 

A charming and simple introduction to Jewish identity and awareness 
around the house. 

Heller, Linda. The Castle on Hester Street. Jewish Publication Society, 
cl982. unp. $8.95 

Grandpa's tall tales about his arrival and life in this country 
are contrasted against grandma's more practical view of life. But 
what really counted Grandma says, "We had each other and we were free 
to live as we wanted.rv 

Continued on page 10 
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Kasuya, Masahiro. The Beginning of the Rainbow. Abingdon Press, cl982. 
28 p. $7.95 

Colorful picture book on a Biblical theme, features the artist's 
particular vision of Noah's menagerie. 

Kasuya, Masahiro. The Beginning of the World. Abingdon Press, cl982. 
28 p. $7.95 

Rich color and oriental simplicity illuminate this creation story 
which does not stop on the seventh day but concludes with an affirmation 
that each new person is a special creation of God. 

Miller, Deborah Uchill. Only nine chairs: a tall tale for Passover. Illus. 
by Karen Ostrove. Kar-Ben Copies, cl982. unp. $8.95 

In between giggles at the rhymed verses of this delightful tale, 
readers will be learning about what goes on at a Seder. 

Miyoshi, Sekiya. Jonah and the big fish. Abingdon Press, cl982. 28 p. 
$7.95 

Vivid, effective art and text. 

Rimon, Sifrei. The Dangerous Dreidle Ride. Feldheim (softcover) $2.95 
Traditional Hanukkah tale. 

Saypol, Judyth R. and Madeline Wikler. My Very Own Jewish Holidays. Kar
Ben Copies, 8 vol. for $21.00 

Series of paperbound books on the holidays. 

Syme, Deborah Shayne. The Jewish Home Detectives. Union of American 
Hebrew Congregations (softcover) $4.50 

Nice introduction to ritual objects in the home. Drawings parallel 
photographs in My Jewish Home. 

FOR THE MIDDLE READER 

Brin, Ruth Esrig. Let's Celebrate. Illus. by Madeline Wikler. Kar-Ben 
Copies, cl977. $4.95 

Fifty-seven craft ideas for the holidays. 

Brin, Ruth Esrig. Let's Have a Party. Illus. by Madeline Wikler. Kar-Ben 
Copies, cl981. $4.95 

Ideas for celebrating holidays. 

Chaikin, Miriam. Getting Even. Harper & Row, c1982. 120 p. $10.50 
Molly learns about the need for trust in friendship and the potential 

cruelty of gossip in this third of the series set in the 1940's. Purim 
and Passover are celebrated. 

Fass, David E. The Shofar That Lost its Voice. Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations, cl982. 41 p. $6.95 

In this sentimental holiday tale, Avi magically enters his shofar to 
find out that Shimone, the keeper of the sound, has decided not to 
waste his music on an imperfect and unappreciative world. 

Please turn to page 11 
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Fiedler, Jean. The Year the World Was Out of Step With Janey Fried. Harcourt 
Brace Jovanovich, cl981. 156 p. $9.95 

Nicely done story of a young girl growing up in 1936, the year of the 
great flood in Pittsburgh. News of the Nazis in Austria and Jewish 
identity in the United States also enter in. 

Ganz, Yaffa. Who knows one? A book of Jewish Numbers. Illus. by Harvey 
Kleinman. Feldheim Publishing, cl981. unp. $7.95 

Brightly illustrated, it presents a traditional approach to most 
numbers. Goes beyond 13 to other larger numbers with special meaning 
for Jews. Therefore, for all ages. 

Gross, Ted William. The Letter and the Crown: Grandfather Owl and the 
Aleph-bet. Illus. by Diane D. Liff. Dept. for Torah Education and 
Culture in the Diaspora, World Zionist Organization. 

Illustrated Midrashic tales about the creation of the world and the 
alphabet. 

Hurwitz, Johanna. The Rabbi's Girls. Illus. by Pamela Johnson. William 
Morrow, cl982. 192 p. $8.50 

In 1924 the Rabbi and his family of girls moved to Lorain, Ohio. 
During their year there, Carrie learns about anti-Semitism, and the 
family weathers all sorts of travail only to have Papa die at the 
end of the year. 

Klein, Gerda Weissman. Promise of a New Spring. Illus. by Vincent Tartaro. 
Rossel Books, cl982. unp. $9.95 

This simplified story of the Holocaust draws an analogy between the 
burning of a forest and the death of the majority of the world's Jews, 
and calls on the survivors to be "the new spring in the forest of the 
world." A message conveying affirmation, reassurance, hope and rebirth 
is not inappropriate when exposing very young children to a happening 
of such uncompromising and brutal ugliness. 

Reed, Allison. Genesis: The Story of Creation. Schocken, cl981. unp. 
$10.95 

This brilliantly colored, dramatic book states that God made man to 
"dominate" and "subdue" the earth. Do such terms indicate responsible 
use and preservation? 

Snyder, Carol. 
Delacorte 

Snyder 
Stacy and 
young and 

The Great Condominium Rebellion. Illus. by Anthony Kramer. 
Press, cl981. 149 p. $9.95 
provides quite a comment on adult-only communities. Not until 
Marc lead the other visiting grandchildren in a rebellion do 
old solve their conflicts through compromise and cooperation. 

Zola, Meguido. Only the Best. Illus. by Valerie Littlewood. Franklin Watts, 
cl982. unp. $8.95 

Beautifully illustrated, full color retelling of a classic tale that 
money cannot provide a child with a finer gift than a father's kiss and 
devotion. 

Continued on page 12 
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FOR THE OLDER READER 

Aaron, Chester. Gideon. J.B. Lippincott, cl982. 181 p. $10.50 
The author worked hard to forget his Holocaust experiences in the 

Warsaw Ghetto and Treblinka. He tried to forget his very identity as 
a Jew, but after thirty years, he found that he had to tell his story 
to his family and the world. 

Arrick, Fran. Chernowitz! Bradbury Press, cl981. 165 p. $8.95 
Charts the senseless campaign of anti-Semitic harassment that one 

boy mounts against another, eventually enveloping his family and the 
community. A plan for revenge is successful but unsatisfying since 
anti-Semites don't often change. 

Bograd, Larry. The Kolokov papers. McGraw Hill, cl981. 168 p. $9.95 
Lev is not a Jew, but his experiences in Moscow, both before and after 

his father's trial and conviction as a traitor, are convincingly akin 
to those of Jewish refuseniks. You come away with an overwhelming sense 
of what it is like living where the free and open distribution of ideas 
and information is forbidden. 

Drucker, Malka. Sukkot: A Time to Rejoice. Holiday House, cl982. 96 p. 
$10.95 

Continues the high standard of the previous volumes. Describes 
Sukkot as a joyous historical and harvent celebration marking the 
years of wandering and their gratitude for harvests gathered in the 
land God granted them. 

Evslin, Bernard. Signs and Wonders: Tales from the Old Testament. Illus. 
by Charles Mikolaycak. Four Winds Press, cl981. 337 p. $17.95 

Midrashic versions of Biblical and Apocryphal tales retold with 
exciting action, psychological insights, sights, sounds and smells of 
the Biblical world. 

Black and white illustrations are in dramatic contrast to the 
absorbing text. 

Friedman, Ina R. Escape or Die: True Stories of Young People Who Survived 
the Holocaust. Addison Wesley, cl982. 146 p. $9.95 

These interviews are exhilerating because of the sheer will to live 
demonstrated by the courage and ingenuity of the tellers. These sur
vivors have forced themselves to remember so that we and our children 
will not forget. 

Girion, Barbara. A Handful of Stars. Charles Scribner's Sons, cl981. 179 p. 
$10.95 

A painfully honest book by a skillful author about a talented Jewish 
girl who is struck by epilepsy. Proper medication helps her to complete 
high school and plan independently for college. 

Lasky, Kathryn. The Night Journey. Illus. by Trina Shart Hyman. Frederick 
Warne, cl981. 150 p. $8.95 

Lasky won both the National Jewish Book Award and the 1981 Association 
of Jewish Libraries Book Award for this excellent recreation of a Russian 
family's flight to freedom. Also paints a sensitive portrait of the 
relationship between generations as Rache listens to her grandmother's 
story. 

Please turn to page 13 
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Lehmann, Marcus. Ithamar and the Agunah. Feldheim Pub., cl981. $8.95 
Highly traditional viewpoint. Ithamar deals with a noble Jew in the 

time of Roman rule, his devoted son and a treacherous slave. 

A Portrait of Two Families. Feldheim, cl982. 191 p. $8.95 
Highly traditional viewpoint. 

Lerner, Carol. A Biblical Garden. William Morrow & Co., cl982. 47 p. 
$10.95 

Twenty plants delicately pictured in watercolor and pen and ink by 
an expert botanical illustrator. With English, scientific and original 
Hebrew names plus important botanical facts and Biblical quotations. 

Lester, Elenore. Wallenberg: The Man in the Iron Web. Prentice-Hall, cl982. 
183 p. $12.95 

Journalist Elenore Lester has authored a fascinating study of this 
little known humanitarian based on original letters, reports and documents. 
Her careful research also includes materials supporting a belief that 
Wallenberg is still alive. 

Meltzer, Milton. The Jewish Americans. Thomas Y. Crowell, cl982. 192 p. 
$10.50 

Fascinating collection of personal experiences taken from letters, 
journals, diaries, speeches, autobiographies and other sources. Each 
is set in time and space by the author's brief introduction. 

Rhue, Morton. The Wave. Delacorte Press, cl981. 143 p. $10.95 
The insidious nature of totalitarianism and evil is explored in 

this chilling view of how easily and willingly individual freedom of 
thought is surrendered. A high school experiment becomes all too real. 

Ruby, Lois. Two Truths In My Pocket. Viking Press, cl982. 137 p. $9.95 
Six beautifully written stories about contemporary Jewish teen-agers 

dealing with illness, death, aging, assimilation, interdating and sex. 
Each could be used as a discussion starter. 

Sevela, Ephraim. Why There Is No Heaven On Earth. Translated from the 
Russian by Richard Lourie. Harper & Row, cl982. 205 p. $11.50 

These stories about life on Invalid Street that evoke the last 
moments of a previous and doomed world--pre-war Eastern Europe. An 
affirmation of human potential, told with affection, humor and regret. 

Siegal, Aranka. Upon the Head of the Goat: A Childhood in Hungary 1939-1944. 
Farrar Straus, Giroux, cl981. 214 p. $9.95 

The author's vivid depiction of relationships and events make this 
book's inclusion on the Newbery honor list readily understandable. 

Excellent characterizations, the mother of this group of girls, 
trying to cope with fear and tragedy is a memorable character. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 




