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MARCH 7 1983 _____ .... _..L ____ _ PROBLEM WORKSHOP _._... _____________ _ 
A panel of six I ibrarians wi II respond 
to your questions: 
~~ What can I do about overdue books and 
how can I get them back? 

How can I improve the i nteqrat ion of 
the I ibrary into the curricufum? 

How can I discard books that have 
donated? 

After the panel we wi I I 
break into sma I I group 
discussions. 

* * * * * * * * * 

Coffee - - 7 P.M. r 

Panel promptly 7:30 ·/. 
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SINAI TEMPLE BLUMENTHAL LIBRARJ 
J 0 4 0 0 W i I s h i r· e B I v d • , L • A • 3fd F I o o r 
-----------------------------~~~--~~ 

Dates to remember: 
Monday, March 28- First Seder 
Monday, May 2 - Poetry Workshop 

·- ~--------------------- -- ·- -·- ·-----

Watch for speciol AJL Convention Pocket 
which w i I I be ma i I e d to o I I members o 
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PRESIDENT 1 S £ORNE~ 

JAN./FEB. 1983 

Pesach is coming -- and so is Barbara Cohen, author of Th~_Ca~:&,n the 
Bathtub, a book proclaimed a Passover classic by critics everywhere. 

AJLSC is proud and happy to be able to invite you to ~t this tale~ted 
and ~~olific writer. A reception on Monday, March 14th at 7:30 P.M. in 
Sinai Temple Blumenthal Library will be co-hosted by AJLSC, the Sinai 
Library Committee, and Friends of Children and Libraries. This informal 
reception will give area librarians (both Judaica and non-Judaica) and 
children 1 s book devotees a chance to get together, enjoy each other•s 
company, and get to know an exceptionally fine, award-winning author. Her 
works include stories based on Biblical sources, nostalgic tales of family 
life, fantasy and, in her recent Ki~~f_th~~~~-~rad~, an unvarnished 
look at the problems of growing up in America today. 

Also on our calendar in March is the panel discussion on school 
libraries scheduled for Monday, March 7. The problems discussed (and hope
fully solved) during this carefully planned workshop will be of interest to 
all librarians dealing with children, especially in a day school setting. 
Be sure to put this date on your calendar. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

OUR HEARTFELT CONDOLENCES 

to Helen Silberman on the loss of her husband, Marvin. 

CONGRATULATIONS! 

to Malka Drucker who received an award from The Southern California Council 
on Literature for Children and Young People for 11A Significant Contribution 
for Excellence in a Series 11

, 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
WELCOME TO NEW AND RENEWING MEMBERS ~ 

Goldberg, Edith  
2 

*Lbrn., BethEl Congregation Library 
1118 W. Glendale Ave.,Phoenix,Ariz. 85021 
(602-943-7319 

Harris, Mollie s. ) 
* 1 

Lbrn., Jewish Community Library 
Samuel & Rebecca Astor Judaica Lib, 
4079 54th St., San Diego, Ca. 92105 
(714-585-3300) 

Gerald Margolis, Director of Library 
Services 

Yeshiva University of Los Angeles 
9760 W.cPico Blvd., L.A. 90035 
(213-553-4478; 213-553-9036) 

Govt. of Israel Investment Authority 
Tim Plotkin, Dep. Trade Commissioner 

 
Los Angeles, Calif. 90048 

 

Tartak Learning Center (749-3424 ext.267) 
Hebrew Union College 
3077 University Avenue 
Los Angeles, Calif. 90007 

Rick Burke, Coordinator 

Katz, Judith P. ) 
 

Confirmation Lbrn., StephenS. Wise 
Temple 

Winnikoff, Jo Ellen  
 

91604 
Coord. Lbrn., IMC, L.A.u.s.D. 
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SHARE-A-THON: I DON'T WANT TO BRAG BUT ... ! 

Here's an easy way for AJLSC members to participate and benefit from national 
AJL--whether or not you plan to attend AJL's national convention on the Queen Mary, 
June 19-22/23, 1983. 

AJL is using the convention setting for collecting, sharing, vie~ing 
and copying original library materials and programs. Thereafter, they hope to 
prepare a special AJL publication incorporating many of these--for distribution 
to all AJL members, including those unable to attend convention. 

Hava Ben-Zvi is coordinating the gathering of these materials from our local 
AJLSC members. She plans to copy all materials submitted nationwide and maintain 
them on file, in the Jewish Community Library locally, for our use and reference. 
Therefore, we are asking for your help, as follows: 

PLEASE ... SEND IN AND SHARE: Annotated bibliographies or mediagraphies .... 
a successful 1 ibrary procedure .... Jewish Book Month activities .... 1 ibrary lessons 
for children or adults ..... library use instruction manuals .... reading/media programs 
...• promotional ideas that work .... l ibrary curricula .... storage solutions .... 
bulletin obard display techniques .... independent 1 ibrary projects ... etc., etc. 

ISN'T THERE SOMETHING THAT YOU HAVE DONE THAT YOU'RE PROUD OF AND WANT TO 
SHARE?? This can work only if everyone cooperates. One or more items from each 
of our 90 AJLSC members, plus 500 AJL members, could make an extraordinary LIBRARY 
BANK! There's no limit as to length--5 lines or 50 pages. Short or long, please 
send 3 typewritten copies that we can display "as is" to HAVA BEN-ZVI, Head 
Librarian, Jewish Community Library, 6505 Wilshire Blvd., 12th Floor, Los Angeles, 
CA 90048; (213) 852-1234. Please submit by APRIL 30, 1983. 

For those who attend AJL convention, there will be an added bonus. Hazel 
Karp, President of Synagogue, School and Center Division of AJL, is chairing a 
2-hou r 11 I DON'T WANT TO BRAG BUT. .. 11 session on Monday evening, June 20, during 
which many contributors of these original library materials and programs will be 
making oral presentations and answering questions. If you plan to be in attendance, 
please be sure to attach a note to your written materials stating this. Hava 
will be sending copies to Hazel; perhaps Hazel will select yours to be presented! 
In any event, the session will be well-worth attending, so save the date. Don't 
forget to mark your calendar to send Hava your Share-a-then item next week. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
_EL.i~AR SCHEME AVAI~BLE 

Received news that Jack Roth, Bookseller, 9427 W. Pica Blvd., Los Angeles, has 
a few copies of A Classification System_f££ Li~~aries_of J~daic~, 2nd ed. for 
sale. They are also available from The Center for Jewish Community Studies, 
555 Gladfelter Hall, Temple University, Philadelphia, Pa. 19122 for $18.00 
(with a 20% discount if the order is prepaid) plus $1.00 for postage 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
AJL~£ LI~RY LIGHT is distributed free to AJLSC members. 
EDITORS: Renee Hurewitz,  

Dorothy Steiner,  
DEADLINE FOR MARCH/APRIL LIBRARY LIGHT IS "MARCH ~983" 

COPY SUBMITTED SHOULD BE TYPED ---. 
Permission to reprint granted when credit is given to "Assn. of Jewish Libraries 
of So. Calif. LIBRARY LIGHT". 
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A CLASSIFICATION SYSTEM FOR LIBRAJUES oP JUDAICA . 2ND EDmON 1979 

ERROR CORRECDON 

p.l34 836. 71... Gan Roe Regional Council 836. 71.. Gan Raveh Regional Council 

p. 173 Ethical Wills 136.75 Ethical Wills 500.6 

p. 177 Hanoar Hazair 811.8 Ha b6ar Hazioni 811.8 

Messtantsm Messianism 
p.l89 movements (historical 207.1 movements (historical) 207.8 

p.197 Proselytes 207.8 Proselytes 207.9 

p.205 (index) Tel Aviv-Jaffa (Yi.fo) 834.54 Tel Aviv-Jaffa (Yafo) 836.64 

ADD mONS 

842.6 Pressure or Lobby groups 
e.g., Black Panthers, Gush Emunim, Peace Now 

"West Bank", see Judea or Sumaria 

ELAZAR CLASSIFICATION SYSTEM 
FOR IJBRAKIES OF JUDAICA 

QUESTIONNAIRE 

Fourteen y~ars have passed since the first edition of the 
Elazar Classification System was published and two years 
since the publication of the second edition. The authors of the 
scheme are interested in knowing who. has acquired this 
scheme. who uses it. and how the scheme has been accepted 
by both the librarian and the user of the library. In addition to 
answering the following questionnaire, it would be appreciat· 
ed if any comments be writte'!l on a separate piece of paper 
:md '\long with the que!iitionnaire be retllmed to: David 
Elazar. 23 Ein Hakore, 75-271 Rishon LeZion, Israel. In the 
future please fecf free to contact the authors with any 
comments or criticism of the system or with any requests for 
aid and/or advice in using the system. 

General Information 
• 

Name~-----------------------------------

lnstitution -------------------

Addr"s----------------------------------
Type of institution which the libtary serves 

----Synagogue/Temple 
----Community Center 
-----School 
-----Jewish Institution of Higher Learning 
----University/College 
---Other (Please specifyl----------
Number of volumes 

I . Do you. possess a copy of the Elazar Classification System? 
Ye~ No 

2. If no, a. Have you .,examined a copy? Yes No 
2. b. Do you plan to acquire a copy? Yes No 

(Please comment) 
3. DO you classify your collection accordins to the Elazar 
System? Yes ___ No 
4. If no, and you do possess a copy of the Elazar ClassificatioD 
System. for what purpose did you acquire it? 

a. part of a library science collection 
b.--part of ·a reference collection 
c.---aid to classification (even though another system is 

used) 
d. -plan to re-classify 
e._other, please specify 

5. If you use the scheme 
a. Did you start your collection with the system? Yes 

No 
b. Did you re-classify? Yes -No 

6. Did you use the first edition? Yes No 
If yes, did you re-classify to-the $CC:Ond edition? Yes 

No 
7. From where did you find out about this clusiftcatioD 
system? 

.:--Librarian and/ or colleague 
b.--Advertisement 
c. ----.-Other, please specify------------

8. Did you purchase the system from 
a. Publisher 
b.--Bookstore 
c.--Distributor 
d.-Other, please specify ________ _ 

9. Are you satisfied with the system? Yes No 
(Please comment) 

10. Are your patrons satisfied with the arrangement of the 
books on the shelves? Yes No 
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AJLSC PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS -- JAN. lQ~~l 

In a very informative and often fascinating presentation, Rick Burke, 
Librarian, Sephardic Temple Tifereth Israel, told us of the why's and how's 
of oral history. 

Definition of Oral History: A method of collecting, via tape or video 
recorder, historical and biographical information which does not exist in 
documentary form and without which a thorough understanding of an individ
ual's life and work would not be possible. Oral history helps us to under
stand the motivations, action and setting of the things that people have 
done. This sort of atmosphere may be edited out of books. 

Types of Oral History: 

1. Autobiography--doing someone's memoirs on tape, verbally, 
may get more information through interaction with inter
viewer leading questions. 

2. Genealogical--most curricular uses, family history, 
immigrant experience, etc. 

3. Ethnic heritage--to preserve experience of the previous 
generations, songs, stories, knowledge that is passing. 

4. A single topic or event--interview numerous participants and 
get their viewpoint on what happened. The interviewer must be 
careful not to slant the interview toward his point of view. 

Rick distributed a packet of basic and helpful materials on how to conduct 
an interview, and proceeded to discuss the following methods: 

1. Preparation. Must do thorough background research in order to know 
what questions to ask. 

2. Contact individuals. Useful to keep a correspondence file; prelim
inary letter, response, arrangements, keep track of status. 

3. Preliminary conversation. Important to introduce general topic, 
arrange for interview or not. 

4. Equipment. In order to get a good quality recording with permanent 
value, should use quality equipment, especially for idiosyncracies 
of voice. Bring everything you need; be sure everything is in working 
order. Some subjects fear the microphone and recorder, be inobtrusive 
and well organized. 

5. Outline. Having done research, know what you are going to ask and 
the information that you want to obtain. Do not interrupt speaker's 
train of thought and be flexible enough to recognize new if unexpected 
information. 

6. Process. 

a. Bring a notebook to jot down questions that come to mind, so 
you do not interrupt. 

b. Do not interject your point of view, let interviewee express his. 

Continued on page 



AJLSC LIBRARY LIGH=T;;;.._--~-- - 6 - ____ __;JAN. /FEB. 1983 

c. Let interviewee set the scene, get ready, say what he wishes. 

d. Let him bring in what seems relevant to him. 

e. You are not a reporter, he is probably not a public figure. 
This is not a forced interview. You are trying to let him 
express himself, tell you what happened. 

(Rick played parts of three sample interviews to show how the interviewer can 
affect the conversation. When working with students, it might be good to have 
them practice with each other and listen to the tapes.) 

7. Indexing, Control, Access. The work that comes afterward. Name, 
place subjects. Interview may be transcribed. Tape can be abstracted. 
Tape can be in indexed with time slots; e.g. 1st 10 min. Introductory. 

8. Cataloging. Subject headings should coordinate with those used in the 
library, as should all cataloging entries. Different format should be 
indicated, but information should be as easily accessible as any 
other. Main Entry--person being interviewed. 

9. Tape storage. 
dirt and dust. 

Make extra copies. Store in clean cabinet to m~n~m~ze 
Keep at steady temperature, around 70°, and low humidity. 

Several organizations around the community are involved in Oral History 
projects and it promises to become a more important part of our library 
collections. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
BOOKS BASED ON ORAL HISTORY INTERVIEWS AND RECORDS 

A selective list 

Compiled by 
Hava Ben-Zvi, Librarian 

Peter M. Kahn Jewish Community Library 

I wish to thank all members of AJLSC who contributed their suggestions, Rita 
Frischer and others. 

Eliach, Yaffa. Hasidic I~~~~-~£l~~~t· New York, Oxford University 
Press, 1982. 

"I constantly sensed that the tale entrusted to me was a living witness, 
a quivering soul," writes Yaffa Eliach in her introduction to this first 
collection of original Hasidic tales in over a century. 

"From the ashes of the Holocaust she has salvaged these moving stories 
of faith in God and man." 

Based on interviews and oral histories, this collection of 89 stories 
emphasizes the role of women during the Holocaust, not only as wives, mothers, 
daughters, but the roles they played because of their own faith, courage and 
conviction. 

Friedman, Ina. R. 
!:.he Holocaust. 

Escape or Die; true_~t££~s of...Y,Q."lli!lLP,~QJ2.!.~-~~Y."!;::V~<l 
Reading, Mass., Addison-Wesley Publishing Co., 1982, 

The author traveled around the world to collect testimonies of youth, 
all under the age of 20, Jews and non-Jews, who survived the Holocaust. It 

Continued on page 7. 
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BOOKS BASED Q~ORAL_lJ.ISTORY con. 

is an extraordinary collection of true stories, filled with episodes of 
courage, luck, determination to live, human strengths and resilience. 

Kramer, Sydelle and Jenny Masur, editorso Jewish Grandmothers. Boston, 
Beacon Press, 1976. 

A series of interviews with "our grandmothers" - the women who lived 
the American Jewish experience, beginning with memories and experiences of 
the old country. Each interview is preceded by an introductiono 

" •.• I did owe something to my own family and the families of our friends. 
That is, to tell their stories as simply as possible, in order, you might say, 
to save their lives." 

Lieblich, Amiao Kibbutz Makom; report from an Israeli Kibbutz. New York, 
Pantheon Books, 1981. 

"Amia Lieblich, an Israeli psychologist, spent a year at one of the 
largest kibbutzim, recording extensive oral interviews with more than one 
hundred members and ex-members of the community." We, thus, experience the 
kibbutz and its way of life directly, in the words of its people. 

Meltzer, Milton, ed. The Jewish American; a_history in their own words, 
16SO~l95Q. New York, Thomas Yo Crowell, 1982. 

In their own words, American Jews tell what the American experience has 
meant to them. Through excerpts from diaries, letters, speeches, etc., we 
meet people from every walk of life: nurse, rabbi, butcher and grocer, 
soldier and peddler, a musician and many others; ranging from New Amsterdam 
in the 1650's to a survivor of the Holocaust. 

Moskovitz, Sarah. Love Despite HateL_child survivors of tQ~_liQlocau~t~~~ 
their adult lives. New York, Schocken Books, 1983. 

Sarah Moskovitz, a child therapist and professor of human development, 
interviewed 24 child survivors of the Holocaust. The interviews reveal, in 
the subject's own words, they they suffer feelings of loss and of being out
siders. They also reveal that all (or almost all) are active and involved 
members of their communities, feeling and compassionate. 

Childhood trauma did not produce anti-social behavior - the Lingfield 
children are living proof of our need for love, and of the resilience and 
resourcefulness of the human spirit. 

Rothchild, Sylvia, ed, Voices from the Holocaust. With a forward by Elie 
Wiesel. New York, New American Library, 198lo 

"These are the voices of Holocaust survivors. They were selected from 
the two hundred and fifty people living in America who were willing to tape 
their memories of the Holocaust for the William E. Weiner Oral History 
Library of the American Jewish Committee. These tapes constitute a vivid, 
dramatic, moving, and totally honest recreation of human cataclysm we must 
never forget ... " 
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Cohen, Edward M. ed. 
PLAYS OF JEWISH INTEREST. 

- 8 - , __ JAN./FEB. 1983 

Review of: 

The Jewish Theatre Association - a project of The National Foundation for 
Jewish Culture, June 1982. 122 East 42nd Street - Suite 1512, New York, 
N. Y. 1 0168 

Tel. 490-2280 Price: $5.00. 
Published by a reliable and prestigious organization, this is an extensive, 
comprehensive catalog of production-worthy plays, reflecting Jewish life and 
experience, aimed to entertain and stimulate the ever increasing cultural 
needs and interests of the Jewish and non Jewish community in America. 

The authors did not try to define what is a "Jewish" play. They tried, 
instead, to be as inclusive as possible, leaving to the individual producers 
the determination of the play's suitability for their theatre and audience. 

The catalog includes the following sections: 

1. Plays selected from the catalogue of Samuel French, Inc. 

2. Plays selected from the catalogue of Dramatists Play Service, Inc. 

3. Plays selected from the catalogue of other publishers. 

4. Semi-finalists in the National Foundation for Jewish culture's 
playwrighting competition. 

5. Other unpublished plays by 1 iving playwrights. 

6. Plays, group pieces, solo works performed at the Jewish Theatre 
Festival inN. Y.,June 1980 

7. Yiddish plays in translation. 

8. Hebrew plays in translation, as well as an index by title and by 
playwright. 

For each play a synopsis helpfully provides clues to the play's theme, 
content, Jewish relevance, style, mood, characters, cast and scenery. 
The listing of "Hebrew Plays in Translation" includes the play's 
length, date. and its suitability for children. 

Sources of plays, including addresses, are meticulously listed. 
Many of the "Yiddish Plays in Translation" are out of print, but 
may be found in libraries, in specific, identified anthologies. 

Two additional useful catalogs are also mentioned: Catalog of 
Jewish Traveling Exhibitions (forthcoming, 1982) and Inventory of 
Cultural Resources: National Agencies (1979). 

Hava Ben-Zvi. Librarian 
Peter M. Kahn Jewish Community Library 
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REV !_EWS OF ADULT BOOKS 
by 

Muriel Moster, Volunteer 
Sinai Temple Library 

JAN. /FEB. 12,83 

Herzog, Chaim. The Arab-I~raeli Wars~ War and Peace in the_~~ddle East. 
New York, Random House, 1982. Selected Bibliography. Index, Maps, 
Photographs. 392 p. $20.00· 

In the Prologue one reads that when the British Government issued the 
Balfour Declaration in 1917 favoring the establishment of a national home 
for the Jewish people in Palestine, Hussein Sharif, leader of the Arab 
world during World War I, did not oppose the return of Jews to Palestine. 
His son, Feisal, representing the Arabs at the Paris Peace Conference, 
said, "there is room in Syria for us both. Indeed, I think that neither 
can be a success without the other." 

Why, therefore, has Israel had to struggle through five wars in an 
attempt at acceptance by its neighbors? Answers are given in Herzog's 
fascinating account of Israel's conflicts from the founding of the State 
when the War of Independence was fought to the recent Operation "Peace For 
Galilee." 

Having served as Israel's Director of Military Intelligence (twice), 
as the first Military Governor of the West Bank, as Ambassador to the 
United Nations, and at present as a member of the Knesset while practicing 
law in Tel Aviv, Herzog is considered Israel's leading political and 
military commentator. His active involvement in his: country's affairs has 
given him deep understanding of the Middle East, its special character and 
its complex history. 

Herzog gives the reader an assessment of Israel's continuing struggle 
for existence that is basically optimistic. The book can be classified as 
must reading for anyone wishing a comprehensive, factual account of today's 
Middle East. 

A word of caution, however, for readers who take an Index seriously: 
there are errors in listings. Neither "Camp David Agreement" nor ''Good 
Fence" are mentioned on the pages given; not mentioned at all in the Index 
are Beaufort Castle or Major Haddad. These may be editing shortcomings and 
do not detract from an otherwise noteworthy book. 

Irving, Clive. Promise the Earth. New York, Harper & Row, 1982. 
Historical Note and Chronology. 402 Po $15.95. 

In this serious novel fictionalizing historical events in Palestine 
between 1916-1919, the years that largely determined today's Middle East 
map, many characters are authentic: Aaron and Sarah Aaronsohn, Absalom 
Feinberg, Vladimir Jabotinsky, English official David Hogarth and "Lawrence 
of Arabia". Others serve as prototypes of active, influential British, 
Jewish, Arab and Turkish figures dominating the scene during World War I. 
At that time England not only enlisted both Arab and Jew to help it over-

Continued on page 10. 



throw the corrupt Ottoman Empire, but made territorial promises to each. 

British journalist Irving pinpoints the conflicts created by cross
currents of Middle East history. He shows deep interest in the struggle of 
Palestinian pioneers who realized the necessity of having a home for all, 
"a place where no one could make a superior claim to the Jew." Further
more, he illustrates that the Jews, themselves, were not in accord as to 
what approach to pursue. Aaronsohn's NIL! group, working clandestinely as 
an anti-Turkish intelligence network, had contacts with British head
quarters in Egypt, supplying them with information that proved invaluable 
for their planned invasion into Palestine. NILI spies felt that only 
liberation from the Turkish yoke would advance Jewish settlement. Other 
factions overtly disapproved and were antagonistic, creating friction among 
Zionists in the Yishuv. Today, we appreciate the sacrifices and efforts of 
the NILI and realize what heroes they were. 

Irving's evenhanded approach portrays Arabs, too, as having aspirations 
and political dreams. Their characterizations depict differences among 
them in values, loyalties and tradition. Perhaps because one must concen
trate on the mosaic of diverse peoples and objectives that comprises the 
Middle East, this is not simple reading. The storyline goes off at times 
making it difficult to see where Irving is leading us. But he does pro
vide clues. One is when Sarah Aaronsohn says, "It will be alright. I 
know that!" Another is at the book's conclusion. Taking advantage of 
hindsight and knowing the volatile climate Palestine has always represented 
for the Jew, Irving has his Russian-Jewish protagonist prophesy that a 
homeland, so long awaited, would ultimately have to be taken "by blood, 
life and fighting:" 

Keneally, Thomas. Schindl~r's List. New York, Simon and Schuster, 1982. 
Author's Note, Prologue, Epilogue, Appendix showing SS ranks, photo
graphs. 400 p. $16.95. 

The unique phenomenon of the Righteous Gentile who defied the tyranny 
of the Third Reich to save Jewish lives is graphically and astonishingly 
depicted in Schiirdler's List. Incredible as it seems, the "Schindlerjuden" 
are 1300 Jews, today living all over the world, who, though enslaved and 
marked for the crematoria by the Nazis during World War II, survived due 
to unbelievable, outrageous actions by Oskar Schindler, a Catholic German
Czech industrialist. His humane deeds were astounding as he intervened in 
the lives of the slave laborers in his factory. His defiance of the SS 
system by cunning, chicanery, acumen, and bribes which cost him a fortune 
is a testament to what was possible in the face of national fanaticism. 

Schindler's factory was awarded war contracts; actually the plant 
itself became a concentration camp for he convinced the authorities of the 
need to keep the workers on the premises. The "reason" being that he could 
thus exploit them more fully. This compound was the only one of thousands 
of forced labor camps in Nazi occupied territory where no Jew was ever 
killed, beaten or starved to death. By refusing to be an accomplice to the 
inferno raging about him, Schindler placed himself in great jeopardy. His 

Continued on page 11. 
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Schindle~~s List con. 

life was endangered by his deep concern for his workers. The magnitude of 
his caring brought hope to the despairing, the dream of a tomorrow to the 
doomed. Compared to the madness prevalent at Krupp and Farben plants, life 
at Schindler's, despite SS guards, long hours huddled over machinery, 
constant shortages, and family anxieties, was "paradise". 

Schindler's resourcefulness and daring were mindboggling. We read of 
constant contact with, as well as arrests by the SS and Gestapo. He made 
trips to Hungary to educate Jewish Rescue Committee agents about the Jewish 
situation in Poland. He even took two representatives from Budapest into 
a concentration camp to show them what was actually happening, one of whom 
openly filmed the nightmarish evidence. 

Keneally's stories about the prisoners are amazing. He brings out facts 
about Nazi officials, episodes about the functions of the German government, 
contacts on a one-to-one basis of slave and master, material not generally 
known from other Holocaust reading. He reveals the ironies of existing in 
circumstances where the most insignificant infraction could bring a bullet 
to one's heart, yet where the instinct was to live, "just to find out what 
happens!" His analysis of what motivated Schindler is insightful. Although 
there is occasional grammatical awkwardness, the exacting research for the 
book merits high commendation, as does Keneally's ability to make the 
reader, himself, feel liberated when the armistice was finally declared and 
the gates were thrown open for the freedom so long in coming. 

Matheson, Peter, editor. ]l~ Third Reich and the Chrhsti~n Churches. 
Grand Rapids, Michigan, William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1981. 
103 p. Softcover. Translated from German. 

On the cover, above the title, is written, "A Documentary Account of 
Christian Resistance and Complicity During the Nazi Era." The compilation 
of sixty-eight firsthand documents reinforces evidence that the Church's 
response to Hitler's madness was highly ineffective for his victims. Few 
religious spokesmen had the moral courage to condemn official policy. 
Brave, outspoken pastors were silenced at Dachau. It was a rar@ churchman 
who daringly protested in private, on learning of the systematic murder of 
Jews, that "it is contrary to the corrunand of God to bring about the death 
of people simply because they belong to another race.'' 

Matheson precedes each selection with a brief statement. We read 
not only Nazi government declarations, but agreements by church leaders 
who allowed themselves to be used for National Socialist propaganda. The 
value in this material is that it is original documentation which allows 
us to draw our own conclusions. 

Sachar, Howard M. The Man On the Camel. New York, Times Books, 1980. 
308 p. $11.95. 

Twenty-eight-year-old Rafael Navon, well-known for his military, 
academic and athletic leadership in Israel, becomes highly critical of the 
nation's ideology and territorial expansion. A strong idealist, he allies 

Continued on page 12. 
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The Man On the Camel con. 

himself with a Palestinian organization whose objective is to strike a major 
blow against the government through sabotage. 

Why would Navon collaborate in a dastardly, destructive plan against 
his own country and people? Had he become unbalanced on seeing close com
rades blown apart in the war? Was his intense passion for justice mis
directed? In a distortion of logic did he see Israel as a nation sustain
ing itself by military force? 

His cousin, Josef Meridor, on leave from his position as professor in 
an American university, narrates the story. Determined to clarify Navon's 
motives as well as to clear his record, Meridor draws on every instinct 
from his specialized training as a former Israeli military intelligence 
investigator to research the case. With him, the reader also ponders and 
debates every nuance, every twist and turn of events, every possible element 
that created the conditions which caused the authorities to see Navon's 
incarceration. 

The complexities of the case are many-faceted. Equally suspenseful is 
identifying the high-placed, trusted Israeli whose contact with Navon, 
under a different guise, stresses the necessity for destroying the State. 
The search for this unscrupulous master criminal and the facts surrounding 
young Navon are skillfully intertwined. 

Sachar excels in suspense, style and imagination. He is most knowledge
able about the gamut of peoples living in Israel, their history and culture. 
He combines contemporary events, archaeological background and Holocaust 
machinations in a novel of convoluted characterizations and sinuous events. 
For exciting reading, this can't be beat! 

Smith, Robert Kimmel. l~U~~s House. New York, William Morrow and Company, 
Inc., 1982. 344 p. $13.95. 

It is hard to believe that the sudden death of a young wife, mother of 
two children, can be the subject of a rewarding novel. Yet Smith deals in 
such a sensitive way with this painful theme that, if he has not himself 
suffered a similar experience, he is a writer with genius and exceptional 
creativity. So believable are his understanding and empathy with the trauma 
and heartache suffered by the husband, young son and daughter! How they 
react and cope are true-to-life. That Smith deeply cares about them is 
readily apparent. 

It is touching to read of the father's courage and determination as he 
struggles to maintain a home in the face of stark reality. Readjustments are 
constant, reminders are all around, the void and loss tragic. Each one 
manages, barely at times, but they somehow get through the days. 

Then the widower falls in love again and remarries. New problems arise. 
Although the stepmother is a wonderful person, she feels shut out and hurt 
when the youngsters reject her, constantly referring to "how Mom used to do 
it". Getting along with them is invariably an exercise in futility; no 
matter what she does, they refuse to accept her and her role in their lives. 

With an amazing balance of humor and seriousness, the plot develops, 
showing how the family resolves its problems, Its members will remain in 
your hearts and minds long after the story ends. 
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"GENOCIDE" :._Awar<i, Winning_Documentary 

Review by 
Muriel Moster, Volunteer 

Sinai Temple Library 

JAN./FEB. 1983 

The hush that permeated the theater when "Genocide" ended was awesome; 
many remained rooted to their seats, too stunned to move; others walked 
slowly, solemnly up the aisles, hearts pierced with pain. Although viewing 
it is an overwhelming emotional experience, it is a documentary that should 
be shown until the end of time. 

It is history not only of Jewish hell on earth during World War II, 
but an account of what happens when democracy is superseded by totalitarian 
fanaticism. The film graphically demonstrates how Germany's advanced science 
and technology were used to murder millions of children, elderly, sick, 
gypsies and homosexuals with the emphasis on the TOTAL annihilation of the 
Jewish people from the face of the earth. In the midst of a world war, 
the chosen, legitimate government of Germany concentrated its energies, 
manpower, railroads, trucks and equipment to these macabre ends. 

No matter how familiar one may be with the Nazi debacle through reading 
and study or having personally heard of the atrocities, nothing can fully 
prepare him for the visual impact of the suffering and degradation, as 
horror piled upon horror in the ghettos, the cattle cars, the cruel medical 
experiments, the heart-rending screams heard from innocent victims. One 
gasps as the eye goes from the crematoria to international conferences 
which accomplished nothing. The indifference of the world is exemplified 
by the refugee ships turned back to Europe when "only" Jewish lives were at 
stake. 

For one who knows little of this 20th century cataclysm, "Genocide" 
will be an overpowering experience. Viewing it one wants to scream "enough. 
already!" But for our six million who perished in the Holocaust, no reminder, 
no amount of knowing can ever be enough. 

There are many lessons to be learned from the film. It makes us realize 
that the cancer of racism still exists, Only by educating every man, woman 
and youngster through a documentary of this magnitude can there be hope 
that never again can anything less than morality, justice and sanity be the 
basis for leadership. Actual films of events, as well as original photography, 
paintings, art and vivid imagery motivates us, warning of the need to be 
aware, alert and actively involved. Seeing the children, the elderly, the 
religious, the families, the underground fighters and realizing what they 
were subjected to in our lifetime erases all feelings of complacency. 
"Genocide" warns us that never again can there be justification for blindness 
or ignorance. 

Narration by Elizabeth Taylor and Orson Welles is sensitive; Elmer 
Bernstein's score heightens the sadness which permeates each scene; Simon 
Wiesenthal's appearance as a survivor is heartening. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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COOKERY REVIEW 
by 

Susan Levine, Librarian 
Sierra Canyon School 

JAN./FEB. 1983 

Though not practical for today's Jewish housewife, The Jewish Cookery 
~ook (Philadelphia, W.S. Turner, No. 808 Chestnut Street, 1871; Reprinted 
in Garden Grove, Calif., Pholiota Press, P.O. Box DB, 1982; Special numbered 
casebound ~dition-$15.00, casebound-$10.95, softcover-$8.95) by Mrs. Esther 
Levy (nee Esther Jacobs) is not only hilarious, it is also an informative 
primary source on how an affluent Jewish woman of 1870 Philadelphia may 
have conducted her household duties. According to Josephine Bacon who wrote 
the Preface to the New Facsimile Edition, this is the first Jewish cookbook 
to be published in the United States and only the second to appear in the 
English language. 

Author Levy states that Jewish women "have, from ignorance, been led 
to believe that a repast, to be sumptuous, must unavoidably admit of for
bidden food". Thus, Mrs. Levy felt the urgency to provide a guide in the 
art of preparing Jewish meals which do not violate the dietary laws of our 
faith. 

The format of Levy's work is delightful. Though the book lacks a Table 
of Contents, it does have a most comical Index. It is exactly what not to 
do and may be the object for a day school class lesson on how to put it in 
the correct order. If you are looking for an excellent dish, you had better 
look under "e"; common pancakes can be found under "c" and "p" but good 
pancakes only make "p" status. "A very nourishing broth" is listed under 
you-guessed-it "a"; "geese, how to choose" is surprisingly listed under 11g11 

but true to form (?) "How to dress poultry" is under "h". 

Recipes for Jewish meals is followed by diets for invalids, medicinal 
recipes, cheeses and wines, pickles and vegetables, miscellaneous (how to 
clean paint, how to give a gloss to shirt bosoms, etc.), seasonal food, 
hints to housekeepers, culinary utensils, and a Jewish calendar section. 
If you hunger for those tasty recipes of your childhood, prepare yourself 
to be disappointed--the old policy of "a little pinch of this and a little 
pinch of that" reigns. Nevertheless, you might be comfQ>rted to find some 
highly unusual dishes to serve at your next dinner party. You will be 
instructed to "get a calf's head, with the skin on, but cleaned from the 
hair ..• " 

Mrs. Levy uses some highly original transliterations of Hebrew names. 
Note the following: Lag Beomar, Shebout, 9th of Abb, Rosh Hosana, Shemence 
Ahzeratz. 

The Je~ish Cookety Book is not a great cookbook by today's standards 
but it should not be judged solely as a culinary guide. It is an interesting 
period piece produced by an enterprising American Jewish woman. 




