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!HE TOURNEY; A pioneer Jew 7S 

Life -ye-h-teved -\-hv-ov~h. 

Modern. Kesea.Ych Techn l3ues. 
NoV.15, Jq82 - J1eetln9 I ~oo pm. 

SINAI TEMPLE LIB~RY 
10400 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles 

MAKE A NOTE OF THESE DATES~~! 

JANUARY 10, 1983 

MARCH 7, 1983 

MAY 2, 1983 

Rick Burke - Methodology of Oral History 

Problem Workshop - panel 

Dr. William Cutter - Poetry Workshop 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * k * * * * * * * * * * 
HELP! HELP! HELP! We need your help to aid you. 

Submit your chronic/aching library problems. These will be used as the base of our 
problem workshop, Use the tear-off below. Send to JoAnn Lesser, 100 S. Fuller Ave., 
Los Angeles, Calif. 90036_ 

My prob lum is: ___ _ 
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f~SIDENT'S CORNER 

L'SHANAH TOVAH! This new year promises to be an active and exciting one. We 
are trying to offer you the most substantive and helpful programming we can 
devise, and thanks to our efficient Program V.P., JoAnn Lesser, we have already 
projected several fine meetings-cum-workshops which are listed elsewhere in this 
issue. Best of all, the increased level of cooperation between the Bureau of 
Education and AJLSC, demonstrated by the excellent all-clay session given in the 
Jewish Co~~unity Library during the August BJE Summer Institute, will continue. 

There are two major items I want to talk to you about in this issue: 

I. All our forecasted programs have been based on requests from members 
and each was approved for credit by Dr. Emil Jacoby of BJE. For those 
who don't understand the implications of "credit" a brief explanation 
follows: 

A. Jewish librarians in L.A. area schools affiliated with BJE are 
covered by the Personnel Code and Salary Code with applies to 
teachers. This means that, hypothetically, librarians and teachers 
with equivalent educational background and experience would be paid 
at equivalent rates, with both eligible for step increases based on 
added experience, education, and in-service training. 

B. Our workshops and meetings provide a regular sour~e of in-service 
training. Your attendance, verified by your note to the Bureau's 
Howard Gelbard, is recorded in a file set up for you and will serve 
as justification for negotiated salary increases. In addition, some 
of the courses may aid you in qualifying for a BJE Librarian's 
Certification. 

C. For more specific information on the salary code, the number of 
credits needed. for step increases, or certification, please contact 
Mr. Gelbard of the BJE Personnel Dept. The Bureau should be kept 
aware of the many AJLSC members interested in increasing their level 
of professionalism and earning an appropriate salary for their 
dedicated efforts. 

D. Meanwhile, for your information, our latest meeting with Dr. Jacoby 
resulted in this agreement: 

(please turn to page 16) 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Dear Members and Friends: 

The new year is beginning! Now is the time to renew your annual membership 
to the AJLSC. If you are not already a member, we invite you to join our Associa
tion. Meetings are held bi-monthly on Monday evenings. 

Dues are $15 annually (fiscal year) and include a subscription to LIBRARY 
LH~H.T which has a wealth of information and practical ideas. A membership form 
is enc lased only if your dues have not been paid. To join, please complete and 
nend, along with a check, to our treasurer. 

We look forward to your being part of the Association. 

Sincerely, 
Sharon Goldberg, 
Membership Vice-President 
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1983 NATIONAL AJL CONVENTION ON "QUEEN MARY" 

Plan your summer 1983 vacation now: Save the week of June 19, 1983, 
for an exciting time aboard the R.N.S. QUEEN NARY, docked at Long Beach Harbor -
the site ot the national Association of Je,vish Libraries convention -- its 
"Chai" (18th) annual convention. Only tHice before has AJL come west -- in 
1973 to Los Angeles, and 1978 to San Francisco. We're delighted to welcome 
them again. AJLSC is serving as host. 

As you all know, the QUEEN M~RY was 
liner and a World war II troop carrier. 
south of Los Angeles. Next to it is the 
full-size wooden airplan~, which will be 

the Cunard White Star Fleet premier 
It's located approximately one hour 
"Spruce Goose" --Howard Hughes' 
open to the public by that time. 

AJL CONVENTION begins Sunday, June 19 at 2 P.M., and ends Wednesday, 
June 22, 1 P.M. Special 2-hour tours of the Queen Mary will be scheduled for 
Sunday opening. Exhibits will open late dfternoon. Sessions (seminars, work
shops, lectures) will held Sunday evening through late Wednesday morning on 
board the Queen Mary. 

POST-CONVENTION ACTIVITIES are scheduled for Wednesday, June 22 at 1 P.M. 
through Thursday, June 23- 5 P.M., with organized tours of unique and special 
Los Angeles area libraries (academic, archival, synagogue/day school, and 
resour:.:e centers), Jewish museum, and Los Ange1es sights along the way for our 
visitors. Buses will be chartered to meet the demand, The approximate pre
paid tran:sportation co::;t:-; for a full bus-load will be $6-7 per person for a 
5-hour period. 

Al:-;o, did you know that AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION (ALA) CONVENTION will 
convene in Los Ang.eles on June '24 and continue through June 30. Thousands of 
exhibitors will display at the Los Angeles Convention Center; and downtown 
hotels 1.vill serve as ALA headquarters. If you 1ve never been to an ALA conven
tion, it 1 s worth experiencing -- particularly the exhibits. Plan at least one 
full day to visit exhibits. (Conference attendees m;ually number 10,000+,) 
Write ALA, 5ll E, Huron Stv, Chicago, 11 60611, for ALA convention information. 

ALL MEALS served to the AJL convention will be delicious and Kosher-catered; 
meals-on-your-own are available from our Kosher caterer ur from the Queen Mary 
restaurantH. 

ACCOMMODATIONS on the Queen Mary; Many of our Los Angeles area residents 
n n~ pl arming to :stay on the Queen Mary during convention hecam;e it 1 s great 
fun and sHves driving time ami gas. .loin us: Original first-class staterooms 
or ICJr;~er hoteJ ··type r<JOms are $55.00 >ingle, $65.00 double, Inboard roo'Ils 
(\win-twdded roon1s without porthole~-> ari-! not claustrophic) are $40.00 single, 
$41i<(l(J douhl'"· Convent:icm rate::-; apply even if you arrive a day or t\¥0 earlier 
or stay a "little longer. Kring your family too. (Nonnal rates exceed $80/night.) 

CONVENTION ::oM.MITTEE is meeting and making plans NOW! We welcoTIJe your 
Sttggest ions ar1d recoH,mendati ons, Wou 1 d you 1 ike to give a se:ssLJTl? Ca.ll u::;. 

l:o liH·n· n spt'Cial prPgrdto you'd .like us tu offer? Call u:-;. Are there certain 
libraries you 1

Vf0 heen wanting to visit'! Call us. Can you offer some time --
i ust a 1 itt-l e to he 1 p ··- cdther as a rnemher of the planning corn.'llittee or to 
;tssist i.n sonllo small '"';ny? Callus, 

Please turn to page 4 
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AJL Convention Committee address: 
Stephen s. His~ Temple Library 
15500 Stephen S. Wise Drive 
Lo$ Angeles, Calif. 90077 

Phones: (213) 476-8561~ 788-4778; 272-7831 

Let's make this the best convention yet. Already we 1ve heard from our 
Eastern colleagues that coming west and living for a few days on the legendary 
QUEEN MARY is the event not to miss~ 

MORE DETAILS in the next issue of LIBRARY LIGHT. Until then, please be 
sure to phone or write us with your ideas, •• ",.quickly, because final plans 
must be made very soon. 

Barbara Leff and Adaire Klein 
AJL Convention Chairwomen, 1983 

* * * * * * * * k * k * * * k * * * * k * k * * 
COME TO THE FAIR! 

COME TO THE INTERNATIONAL BOOK FAIR IN JERUSALEM -- APRIL 25-30, 1983 

The Jerusalem Book Fair has expanded to world-class status as a marketplace for 
both books and ideas. During th~ fair, the Jerusalem Prize will again be 
awarded to a writer whose life's work has contributed to "the freedom of the 
individual in society." The most recent recipient was Graham Greene, in 1981. 

The Jerusalem fair will give participants from all over the world, and 
especially from America, chances to discover and explore. For more informa
tion or to answer any questions, call Zev Birger in Jerusalem (02-524-545) or 
Michal Meryn in New York ) or Tim Plotkin in Los Angeles 

) v 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

CLASSIFICATION CORNER 

From time to time individual catalogers make changes or additions regarding 
the Elazar Scheme of Classification for their own libraries, A suggestion has 
been made that the LIBRARY LIGHT carry a "Classification Corner" and print these 
deci.sions. The classification numbers will not be authoritative as they will 
nut have been cleared with David Elazar. We hope that these decisions of others 
will generate discussion and comment. Alongside each item printed, the con
tributor's name will appear in parenthesis. The following are some of these 
additions: 

559 
661.91 

Anthologies--Quotations, misc. etc. 
Cults 

837.14] Jerusalem. Temple 

(Mitzi Weinstein) 
(Adaire Klein) 
(Dorothy Steiner) 
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REPORT ON ASSOCIATION OF JEWISH LIBRARIES 17th ANNUAL CONVENTION 
COLUMBUS, OHIO - JUNE 20-23. 1982 

by 
Rita Frischer 

This year's AJL convention got off to an exciting start for me since my 
luggage disappeared en route to Columbus. Neither my papers nor my new 
summer clothes have ever been seen again, at least not by me. However, after 
a hasty shopping trip and a little tearing out of hair, things improved con
siderably and the rest of the conference was a vast improvement over the 
outset. 

The site of the convention was a Holiday Inn directly across from Ohio 
State University, tree-shaded brick buildings amid a typical older campus 
community. We arrived Saturday evening and spent Sunday morning setting up 
the many exhibitors' tables and unmanned displays. More than 40 exhibitors 
brought those attending the convention a chance to examine and buy a broad 
spectrum of materials. 

After the divisional meetings, the first evening's activities included a 
reception and hands-on tour of the Ohio State University Library's On-Line 
Catalog which is sponsored by the Friends of OSU Libraries. A number of 
student docents demonstrated the computerized catalog's search capability and 
for many AJL members it was a first-time experience pushing the buttons for 
such a sophisticated system. 

From this simple exposure it was a quantum jump to our tour of the On
Line Computer Library Center (OCLC). On Monday we took a bus ride out to the 
country where, nestled in green fields, we found an impressive building holding 
485 employees and serving more libraries each day. OCLC's continuing mission 
is to develop automated systems for carrying on the classical library services 
of ordering, acquiring and cataloging. It is the largest national cooperative 
cataloging system, with millions of books and audiovisual records in its Ohio 
computer, linking libraries across the country. 

Hebrew Union College-JIR, Cincinnati, was the first OCLC Jewish library 
member years ago; Jewish Theological Seminary installed an OCLC terminal a 
couple of years ago; and Yeshiva University has now followed suit. Major 
Judaica/Hebraica collections in universities benefit from their institutions' 
OCLC memberships also. 

As the largest national bibliographic network, OCLC offers computerized 
control of ordering, bibliographic information, acquisition information, circu
lation, subject access and shared catalog access. The OCLC system is designed 
for larger libraries, but local systems are being set up in clusters to take 
traffic off the central system. 

The plant is impressive. It contains 31,800 square feet; a central atrium 
is ringed \-Jith balconies where employees' art\-Jorks that are available for pur
chase are hung. Workspaces open off these balconies for the most part. The 
main computer room contains six banks of computer tape machines working in 
tandem, communicators and processors, together with a Sigma in-house Hord 
proc(cssor. 

Please turn to page 6. 
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The following are examples of the kinds of service OCLC provides: 

Thirty-two hundred libraries use OCLC for serials acquisition; 2,000 use 
it for check-in; 1,500 use the union list. OCLC filled 22,000 orders from 125 
libraries last month for ordering and bibliographic information as well as 
Fund Accounting Services. Access by interlibrary loan is built in, since each 
library acquiring a new book or AV item enters its unique symbol along with the 
newly acquired item, OCLC produces catalog cards at a rate of 2~ million per 
month and has an accession list service as well. The cost, not including staff 
time, is 65 cents per title during prime time; 15¢ per title during non-prime 
time. Recently they cataloged the Free Library of Philadelphia, a total of 
650,000 titles. The usual basic agreement, however, is to do current collec
tion and acquisitions on-line; retrospective is up to the library itself. 

Sharing is a process whereby regional or state systerr1s contract with OCLC, 
then contract out to groups which can appear as individual symbols or a cluster, 
thereby dividing time and expenses. Claremont College Library System will soon 
be put into operation. It will be hooked up to a Hewlett-Packard terminal and 
control acquisitions, circulation and be tied into the online catalog with sub
ject access. OCLC's Western System is located at 9th and Dartmouth, Claremont, 
91711, (714) 621-8046, if you wish further information. 

An equally interesting part of the progralllining was a visit to the Ohio 
Historical Society, not so much for the tour as for the lecture and demonstra
tion on preservation. Among the points made by the Society's staff were the 
following: 

It is vital to learn the chemical and physical causes for deterioration. 
New, more efficient solutions cannot keep up with the problem of "brittle book"; 
microfilm is the only answer. Library of Congress estimates one-third of their 
18 million volumes are "brittle", but since it would take 300 years to micro
film 6 million books, they would have long since disintegrated. Paper made 
between 1900 and 1939 has an anticipated useful life span of 50 years. 

Conservation is not just repair, but a total program of protection and 
prevention. 

A. Evaluate 
1. 
2. 
3. 

the merits of your collection: 
true historical value 
relevance 
cost ani replacement value 

4. intrinsic values 
5. public relations 
6. use? is use likely to increase? decrease? 

B. Access physical conaitions: 
l. resources available 
2. stabilization techniques 
3. cost and time available to correct conditions 

lnllcrent problems include delicacy oi orgdnic .comp;:Junds 1vhich break down. News 
clippings should NEVER be kept in books t>inc•:: newsprint, some paper aml inks 
are major ~cid sources. Other practical suggestions: 

Please turn to page 7. 
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1. Use alkaline buffered files, 
1. Provide acid free paper tor patrons to usc as scrap so if it gets left 

in it will n0t damage books. 
3 Use alkaline buffered mat board to avoid mat burn on prints. 
4. Watch for acid problems with leather bin::lings, which shmJs up in a 

red rot condition where the leather powders away. This is difficult 
to stop. 

5. control humidity to avoid mold growth 
6. control temperature fluctuations to avoid shrinkage and stretch 
7. keep temperature doWil; a 10% increase in teu1perature doubles rate of 

chemical decay. At 70 degrees, a book will live 100 years; at 80 
degrees, only 50. 

8o To prevent water damage, never store books in boxes on floor or 
under pipes. 

9. Library of Congress has procedures for salvage of water-damage 
materials" 

10. U.C. Task Force on Disaster Prevention & Preparedness, Office of V.P" 
of Library Scho•.Jl at Berkeley, also has material on fire and water 
damage 

11. Do not store books on fore-edge (open edge down); gravity pulls pages 
out. 

12. Store larger volum-=::> horizontally. Box pamphlet materials in alkaline 
buffered boxesu 

13. Use alkaline butfered folders or covers for pamphletsu 
14. Store periodicals in regular boxes horizontally or, if storing 

vertically, use block fillers to ensure periodicals do not slump or 
get damaged. 

l.J. When handling ra£~ books~ make staff aware of their value 
use slanted booktrucks or box the books 
no smoking, eating, drinking around the books 
copy machines damage fragile materials; limit 

use to sturdy volumes of normal size. 
try to use machine where book can be inserted 
at 90° angle rather than flat backed. 
duplicating should only be done by staff 

16. If you have a lot of rare material, institute a registration and rules 
program. Ohio Historical Society has a rules sheet you could request 
as a sample. 

] 7. Maintuin your books by dry cleaning; use potassiu.n lactate an.::l oiling 
on 1eather to prevent drying; flatten folded or rolled material. 

18. Dry clean witn: 1) soft rubber eraser 

19. 

2) waJlpaper cleaner 
3) Opaline Dry Cleaning Pad 

Ne~<.:_£_ mend with Scotch tape; avoid corrnnerciaJ lamination; avoil all 
irreversible procedures. 

20, To mend: Use D2nni:-:;on paper, cut, wet ani applied. It doesn't damage; 
can be removed. 

:?.1. Watch out for 1ibrary binding; it changes the character of the volume 
.cmd changes the opening. Trimming off the worn page edges ruins the 
character of the book. 

}'). To reverse damage done Ls a dt fficult process: 
1) Scotch tape removal requires professional use of a fume hood 

and solvents, 
2) Removal of lacquer coatings requires special cleaners and de

acidification bath. 

Please turn to page 8. 
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23. For mending: 1) Japanese rice paper and paste or, more often, 
acrylic emulsion and tacking iron. 

24. Remember--the key words in the treatment of any valuable book are 
these: NON-DAMAGING AND REVERSIBLE. 

25. Reco~~ended local bindery: THE BINDERY 
7513 Melrose, Los Angeles 90046 
(213) 653-0071 

or  
   

Other interesting workshops were those of Anita Wenner on the use of AV, 
Fred Baum on the new Copyright law and its effect on libraries, Bella H. 
Weinberg on cataloging schemes for Jewish libraries, and Evelyn Topcik on 
promoting childrens' and adult literature. These will be summarized in the 
next LIBRARY LIGHT. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

The Princess Who Wanted to See God 
The Peach, the Pitcher and the Fur Coat 
The Reminder 
The Reward Records 
A Place Called Kushta Cassettes 

$6.95 ea. 
7.95 ea. 

The Sweetest Sound 
His Name Was Hyam 
The Rabbi's Eye 
The Gossip 

Records $6.95 ea. 
Cassettes 7.95 ea. 

A Big Red Tomato 

Each record album/cassette contains 5 different stories from the book 
WHO KNOWS TEN by Molly Cone as told by Peninnah Schram. The 
meaning of one of the Ten Commandments is illustrated in each story. 

Incorporating themes from folklore and legends, Molly Cone weaves 
fantasy and humor, traditions and values together with extraordinary 
characters and places to achieve a universal meaning and a range of 
human emotions. While these stories appeal to children, they will 
also be enjoyed by people of all ages who love stories. 

Based on the book WHO KNOWS TEN by Molly Cone 
Copyr.ght CD 1965 by Molly Cone-illustrated by Uri Shulevitz and 
published by the Union of American Hebrew Congregations. p. Porn· 
Records, Suite 8 C, 525 West End Ave., New York, N.Y. 

10024 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
AJLSC LIBRARY LIGHT is distributed free to AJLSC members, 
EDITORS: Renee Hurewitz,  

Dorothy Steiner,  

DEADLINE FOR NOV~/DEC" LIBRARY LIGHT is NOVEMBER 30, 1982 

COPY SUBMITTED SHOULD BE TYPED. 

Permission to reprint granted when credit is given to "Assn. of Jewish Libraries 
of So. Calif. LIBRARY LIGHT." 
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REVIEWS OF ADULT BOOKS 
by 

Muriel Moster, Volunteer 
Sinai Temple Library 

SEPT. /OCT. 1982 

Clare, George. Last Waltz in Vienna. New York, Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 
1980. 272 p. Bibliography, index, photographs, family tree. $16.50 

Subtitled The Rise and Destruction of a Family, 1842-1942, this book 
proves once more that truth can override fiction in its dramatic impact. 
Clare's personal narrative details his family's active involvement in the 
economic and military life of Austria from the era of Emperor Franz-Josef, 
causing its members to feel secure and comfortable. After all, they were 
worldly Jews, devotees of Austro-Germanic culture, language and art, haughty 
in their view of Eastern European Jewry. 

Like so many others, they were blind to the true Austrian character 
lurking behind a facade of cosmopolitan sophistication. Yearning constantly 
to be a part of a society that refused to accept them totally, they roman
ticized the decadent, declining country that would ultimately destroy them. 
Or as Stefan Zweig wrote in Austria in the late 1930s, "they console them
selves with that foolish phrase, 'Hitler cannot last long'". 

With hindsight, Clare acknowledges the errors of his family's thinking. 
He has done an impressive amount of research to give background information. 

One prays that the recent bombing of Simon Wiesenthal's home in 
Germany, attributed to neo-nazi groups, does not portend greater significance 
to the last words in the book, a quote from Voltaire: "History never repeats 
itself, man always does". 

Gold, Herbert. Family. New York, Arbor House, 1981. 192 p. $11.95. 

The generations in this family stir us by being themselves: honest, 
caring, real. As the years bring changes and physical energies lessen, they 
comfort one another with food, aphorisms, and vigorous spirits. The women in 
the family provide most of this, yet one feels that it is the father who is 
the true star of the story. He is a classic! He gives the book its most 
important dimensions, tying together family patterns, struggles and heartaches. 
It was he who made the difference between living and existing. 

1bis book reinforces Gold's place as an important American-Jewish writer. 
The universal appeal of his characters, their feelings, emotions, humor, 
honesty and relationships was recently recognized by the Commonwealth Club of 
California which awarded him its Gold Medal for Best Fiction. 

l!ersh, Gizelle and Peggy Mann. Gizelle 1 Save The Childr~I.l· New York, Everest 
House, 1980. 310 p. $12 95. 

When we are tempted to say, 110h, not another book about the Holocaust!", 
let us remember the words of General Eisenhower, Supreme Commander of the 
Allied forces in Europe, on visiting in 1945 a camp for displaced persons and 

Please turn to page 10. 
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seeing the pitiful survivors of Nazi horror: 

the dead, the murdered ... must be remembered continually, 
by this generation and by all generations to come . . . as a duty and 
an obligation. To remember and not allow others to forget. We must 
study how the malignancy spread .• , why the world did so little. 
Unless humanity remembers and understands what is ~.;rorst in men, it 
will never be able to fulfill what is best in mankind, 

Gizelle Herse heard Eisenhower speak these words. She and her three 
younger sisters, all of them between 12 and 17 years of age, miraculously 
survived World War II while hundreds of thousands of other Hungarian Jews 
were sent to the crematoria. Never forgetting her doomed mother's cry to 
save the children, Herse managed to protect her sisters despite the terrors, 
first of Auschwitz and then of a labor camp, conditions there were so bad it 
caused her to say, "God, even Auschwitz was better than this~" 

When the war finally ended, liberation came and the struggle began for 
resurrection to the ranks of the living. In both the prologue and the 
epilogue there is a resume of historical events, giving background of the 
weak attempts of world leaders to "do something" about the suffering, doomed 
Jews. We know, of course, that very little was done to save them. Yet the 
book is an inspiration. In the camp with the Hershes, a remnant of young 
women, skeletal in appearance, heads shaven, remember Hanukkah and softly sing, 
"Am Yisroel chai, Am Yisroel chai ... the Jewish people lives." When the 
incarcerated children asked whey they were accorded such merciless treatment 
and ceaseless abuse, the only answer \vas "because we are Jews." 

Klein, Elizabeth. Reconciliations. Boston, Houghton Mifflin Company, 1982. 
364 p. $14.95. 

It takes an eighteen-year-old son 1 s disappearance for sixteen months to 
make his family realize the need for some drastic changes in individual 
members and in their inter-relationships. The young man was stifled for so 
long by over-protectiveness, maternal manipulation, and lack of privacy that 
he stormed out of the traditional Christmas gathering of the Silverstein clan. 

The first half of this novel may put us off with its seemingly ordinary 
people having personality clashes, marital discord, and shallow relationships. 
If the reader persists, however, he will realize that the book offers much in 
the way of psychology, history, religion, and philosophy, As Klein's objectives 
crystallize and the characters grow and develop, the merits and message of a 
classic take shape in style, theme and content. Her material is unusual and 
beautiful; her story touching and moving. 

Additionally, she offers assimilated Jews the opportunity for rediscovering 
how enriching Judaism can be. This could be the book's greatest value. 
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Lieblich, Amia. Kibbutz .fvlakom. Ne\.;r York, Pantheon Books. 1981. 318 p. 
$16.50. 

Israeli society has al\vays taken pride in the kibbutz, viewing the move
ment as one of its exemplary creations. This excellent sociological study of 
the many changes effected since the inception of the kibbutz movement shows 
how objectives and ideology have developed through three generations of 
kibbutzniks. 

Through personal interviews with men and women, young and elderly, 
Lieblich clarifies the great differences in commitment, interests, problems, 
faith, and dedication between the pioneer generation and those of their 
children and grandchildren. The founders, with well-defined values, excep
tional drive, and cooperative spirit, were able to overcome extreme hardships 
and accomplish amazing feats. Many of the second and third generation lack 
the initiative, the deep identification, and the willingness to forgo material 
rewards. While kibbutz life offers women certain economic security in their 
older age, many rebel at the laundry-kitchen-nursery work, causing younger 
women to become dissatisfied and to try city life. 

The use of oral histories, by psychologist Lieblich, make this book an 
important in-depth study of the life of four percent of the population of 
Israel. The reader gains insight, not only into kibbutz doctrine, but into 
the social effects on the lives of its members. He see both the shortcomings 
and the advantages of living on a kibbutz. It is clear that the challenges 
inherent in this still-evolving way of life can permit one to dream new dreams. 

Malkin, Carole. Retells The Journeys of David Toback, her Grandfather. New 
York, Schocken Books, 1981. 216 p. Haps and photographs. $10.95. 

Subtitled From Innocence to Experience~ from Tsarist Russia to America, 
this recollectioniWas begun by loback on fi~s ref~rement ~n l~JJ. H~s five-
notebooks, written in Yiddish, were never published. \\fe are fortunate that 
his granddaughter appreciated this remarkable man and has translated his 
memoirs into English. 

The biographical material of life in Russia makes us realize that it 
really was as bad as we had always heard, yet from it came our strengths and 
our character. The stories about Russian Jews, their very human traits 
encompassing weakness as well as drive, help us derive deeper understanding of 
our past. 

There is something of each of us in this book; David Toback was quite a 
man, representative of millions of us. Heartwarming, colorful characteriza
tions make this remarkable memoir a gem. Read it and remember your own family. 

Yt:~tiv, Isaac. !i.Cl~Il~li2.1Y Har. New York, Vantage Press, Inc,, 1979 
122 p, $6.50 

To paraphrase Gertrude Stein, "A Jew is a Jew is a Jeiv." Evidently 
though this is not the case when the Jew is an emigre from North Africa to 

Please turn to page 12. 
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Israel. For years after the founding of the State, western European Jews were 
accorded most favorable treatment and Jewish i~~igrants from Tunisia, Morocco 
and environs were scorned and discriminated against, despite their position or 
education. 

According to the flyleaf, Yetiv's compelling novella is autobiographical. 
Born in Tunisia, he tells about a Tunisian-Jewish family of character and 
orthodoxy which moves to Israel. The other family the reader meets is a young 
Israeli couple, both victims of Holocaust racism. The wife was the victim of 
Nazi experiments, leaving her forever barren. During one of Israel's early 
wars, the young husband finds an abandoned Arab baby girl, whom they adopt and 
lovingly raise without telling her of her true parentage. They change her 
name from Jihada, Arabic for "holy war" to Shlomit, Hebrew for "peace." 

Years later the son from the Sephardic family, Rahamin Levy, meets and 
falls in love with Shlomit when both are serving in the army. His father's 
primary requirement for the bride-to-be is that she be a "Jewish daughter, 
according to the law of Moses." Her father, always scornful of Oriental Jews, 
regards the boy's family with the same discrimination and condescension he 
reserves for Arabs and speaks arrogantly of "their nature and innate qualities." 

What happens when the girl discovers her true heritage makes this book 
unforgettable. While \ve come to understand how the lovers are victimized by 
sociopolitical mores in Israel, we also appreciate to a greater degree the 
havoc wars in the Middle East create for all peoples. Some questions remain 
unanswered in the reader's mind: i.e., how could the father of the girl be 
so racist yet love an Arab child as his own; could the girl ever lead a normal 
life on discovering her true identity'? Perhaps a resolution of these dilemmas 
would also pave the way to greater peace and harmony among the peoples of the 
Middle East. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * t * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

AJLSC PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS- JUNE 7, 1982 

At our last meeting Mr. Harrold Weinberger spoke about his experiences 
gathering materials for his family's genealogy, "9 Klein Generations." He 
charmed us with stories of growing up amid a large family of cousins in 
Yonkers. However, he did not become interested in tracing his vast army of 
relatives until the post-war period when a cousin told him that many of his 
remaining relatives in Czechoslovakia had been killed by the Nazis. 

Mr. Weinberger gave several pointers on how to start researching the 
generations of your family. First, record your own memories of relatives, 
working both forward and backward. He contacted as many relatives as he 
could and each, in turn, led him to others. Being able to travel may be 
he1pful so that you can interview relatives or examine records. It may be 
helpful to join a genealogical society such as the New York Jewish Genealog
ical Society. 300 East 7lst Street, New York, New York, 10021. The l"lormon 
Temple Library in Los Angeles is an important resource. Mr. Weinberger 
found two books particularly helpful; primarily Arthur Kurzweil's From 
(;enera~i~~-~~~;ener~ti~~ and aJso Dan Rottenberg's Finding Our Fath;~;. 

As he began to accumulate names and dates, Mr. Weinberger developed 
his own kind of chart" Each generation was numbered and each of its members 
was also assigned a number. Thus he can add material to each family on a 
separate page as he receives further birth announcements or other data from 
relatives around the world. 
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* * * * * * * ~ * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

IRVING HOWE, Author, Editor and Critic will speak at Temple Isaiah, L.A. (277-2772) 

Friday, Saturday and Sunday, November 19, 20, 21, 1982 
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REVIEW OF: 

Marcus, Audrey Friedman, The Je\vlsh Teashers J1.andboQ.t,.2-Vol~ll!~~ll· Denver, 
Colorado: Alter~atives in Religious Education, 1982, 

Volumes I and II began the series with chapters on the basics of teaching 
in a Jewish setting. ''Now Volume III rounds out the picture; featuring as 
the central focus the teaching of specific subject areas." (p. vii) 

After reading all of the selections in this volume, I decided to include 
in this review only those articles which I felt were particularly relevant and 
useful to Librarians. 

According to Fradle Freidenreich, in h<:!r article "Expanding the Jewish 
Social Studies," effective Soci.al Studies programs Eotre supposed to "educate 
future citizens for their roles in society." (p. 29) This statement could 
seemingly apply to all subjects taught in both secular and Judaic schools. 

As Librarians, many of us have contact with teachers. Understanding the 
processes involved in good teaching can help us know the ways in which we can 
better offer support material for the viewpoint being taught, and for those of 
us who teach, he 1 p our teaching skills by setting up the ideal. "Emphasis is 
shifting from learning as acquisition to learning as utilization; from learning 
as a process of discovering important relationships and principles inductively; 
. . . (Taba, H. A Teache_r' s HancJ.:~.Q..Q.ls__~Q.Jil~me~t"'!.U-~Q.S:.~§.tudies. Reading, Ma: 
Addison-Wesley, 1971 in Marcus, Audrey Friedman a The Jewish Teachers Handbook, 
Volume III, p. 31.) 

Along with a well integrated use of quotes from noted educators, and an 
excellent synthesis of available materials in the education field~ her 
bibliography is extremely thorough. 

As a specific teaching tool, "Inquiry Teaching" by Audrey Friedman Marcus, 
while requiring hard work on both the part of the teacher and the student, pro
duces excellent results in terms of the enthusiasm gendered. The inquiry method 
requires the use of much material in varied media, which we in the library are 
in the best position to supply. "Providing for the Jewish Gifted" by Zena W. 
SuJkes aJso points up an area in which the library can contribute substantively 
with back-up materials to expand the subject areas presented and to encourage 
inquiry into new areas for these very bright children. 

Perhaps the articJe most directly useful to librarians is Ron Wolfson's 
"Eva] uating cmd Choosing Learning Materials," in which he gives a general dis
cussion on locating and identifying audiovisual materials and then proceeds 
with a complex and detailed evaluation form. While this form may be excellent 
for a 1earnjng center 1ocated at a university, it would have to be adapted for 
gerwrnl 1 ibrary use (although not abbreviated quite as drastica] ly as Ron did in 
his "()uick Checklist'')_ I did welcome the chance to see in detail all of the 
seemingly possible ways 1n which materials could be evaluated. 

ln general, I would recommend all three volumes of this set to be on your 
library bookshelf, and I think it would be worth your time to direct specific 
articiPs to certain tPachers when necessary. In addition, for ordering purposen, 
the hLbliographies are extensive and up-to-date, 

Marjorie Gersh, 
Librarian 
Stephen S. Wise Temple 
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RESEARCH GUIDELINES 

as presented by Adaire Klein 
at the Librarians Seminar on August 25, 1982 

Basically, there are th·o types of questions to research, and Judaically, there 
are two basic areas in which to research them. 

The two types of questions are: 
1. The larger, long-range questions -- take more time and are more in

depth, e.g. the basic curricular topics that you use every year, 
day-in, day-out; holidays, life-cycle, etc, 

2. The short answer, almost immediate type of question which has greater 
specificity sometimes related to or an aspect of a topic in #1. 

The two basic areas in which to search for information: 

1. General or non-Judaic sources -- it is important to remember and 
keep in mind that what is written in a general resource or journal 
is written primarily for non-Jewish consumption. Always find out 
who is writing the article or essay. Depending on the topic the 
general source may well be the best option and the professional 
journal may offer the most sound and professional material. 

2. Judaic sources -- Judaism has a vast storehouse of sources including 
Bible, Biblica1 corrnnentaries, Talmud, Talmudical selections and 
commentaries, anthologies, Midrash, Halakhah (Jewish law), and 
Aggadah. Judaism, both past and present, has a position on many of 
the contemporary issues and problems. These positions are found in 
these classical Jewish sources and they should be the foundation 
cornerstones of our work. In order to properly use and relate to the 
modern, contemporary works we should try to have some understanding of 
the classical sources, In addition, as we come down through the ages 
to our own day, there are works, Rabbinic and otherwise, which have 
become classics. 

Where do I begin'? How do I organize my material? 

1. The first step may he to the dictionary for a definition. 

2. A second step may be to a friend to get some related information or 
a recommended bibliography. 

~- To the public library for general books on the t,Jpic. Check for 
footnotes and bibliography. 

4, Further delineate the question to decide what specific information 
is needed to continue. 

Clne word on organization. Now two projects will fit an identical organization. 
Knowing that I would be responsible for an overall general bibliography, as 
we11 as individualized subject bibliographies, I made cards with this in mind 
Jrofll tlll .. ' c;tart. All C<lpies uf articles are numbered i:lnd fjlecl. 

Where do you start? In the course of time of doing research you will begin 

Please turn to page 16 
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to develop your own list of favorite sources. l~ey will be the ones with good 
notes, good bibliographies, etc. You will find yourself referring to the same 
sources over and over again. I find myself returning to the same classical 
sources~· 

Brainstorming~our_~~~ect Your research will only be as complete and as 
successful as the completeness and accuracy of your descriptors. Have you ever 
participated in a brainstorming session? Have you ever done solo brainstorming 
i.e. brainstorm with yourself? 

1. go over material re: brainstorming 
2. take one minute and see how many descriptors you can come up with 
3. group brainstorm for a few minutes 
4. you may want to develop a "flow chart" - view relationships 

Choosing material and resources; 

l. select by subject 
2. selec~ by author 
3. secondary and tertiary sources lead to primary sources 
4. use footnotes 
5. use bibliographies; where to find them 
6. use of indexes 
7. go over list of tools 
8. learn to read tables of contents 
9 what to keep and what not to keep 

The first place to apply the above tools are the books referred to in the intro
ductory section, After that go to your encyclopedias. Use the index volume. 
Watch for cross-references. Certain descriptors can be used with more recent 
encyclopedias; others apply to older ones. (Recent: Encyclopaedia Judaica; 
Older: Jewish Encyclopedia) Check for authors of encyclopedia articles. 
Bibliographies follow encyclopedia articles. 

I have touched on various aspects of the research process in project development. 
Some of the guidelines are usable with every question. Others may or may not be 
used, 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
PRESIDENT'S CORNER con. 

1. Seven sessions of AJLSC meetings = 1 unit; or 
2. One full day at Summer Institute (=3 sessions) plus 4 

workshops = 1 unit; or 
3. All three days at Summer Institute (=9 sessions) plus 7 

sessions = 2 units. 

II. 1be program on November 15th, featuring Martin Litvin, speaking on his 
research for THE JOURNEY, a book about abolitionist August Bondi, should 
be especially interesting. Mr. Litvin is a talented researcher and 
writer, with two of his books nominated for the Bancroft Award. Members 
of the So. Calif. Jewish Historical Society will be joining us, along 
with the Professional Women's group of Sinai Temple. The Sinai Temple 
Library Committee will co-host this event. At the conclusion Mr. 
Litvin will sign and sell his books. 

Shalom, 

Rita C. Frischer 




