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PRESIDENT'S CORNER 

March saw your lion-hearted AJLSC Board members following through on the needs 
of the organization, projecting for growth and change and participating in 
programs geared to interest and benefit the membership at large. Therefore, I 
would like to open my "corner" column this month by thanking this absolutely 
excellent and devoted group of officers~· .. and not ritualistically at the 
end of the year or of my term. Their reliability and flexibility are the 
backbone of our group. 

With a national AJL convention being hosted in Los Angeles in 1983 (juxtaposed 
to the American Library Association convention here) and with many other 
exciting plans being made for educational and professional opportunities, we 
look forward to broadening our base of truly involved library people. Whether 
you are a "professional" or a "professional volunteer," you have something to 
give and much to gain by your ACTIVE participation in AJLSC. 

I invite anyone ~1o would like to know more about joining us as committee 
members or in any other capacity to call me at (213) 474-1518, Ext. 39 (Sinai 
Temple) or ) for more information. 

Now for other business: 

1. Work is continuing on in-service training programs and credit 
qualifications. We realize that Reform libra~ians were unable to 
attend the Conservative and Orthodox conferences on January Jlst 
because of work commitments; in future, our planning will take 
this sort of conflict into consideration. 

2. The Passover workshop conducted by Barbara Leff was highly praised 
by those attending and by Dr. Emil Jacoby who was co-presenter and 
who represented the Bureau. Its format will serve as a prototype 
for the kind of practical programming we wish to continue to offer. 

3. We regret that the Day School Teach-In was never publicized to our 
Judaica School librarians, even though credit had been promised us 
for it. Our apologies for the mix-up and for not making sure this 
information was forthcoming to all AJLSC members. 

4. We have received no concrete feedback so far on our proposed Stress 
Reduction workshop series, nor on the "Emergency Squad" idea. 
Please let us know your reactions in writing. Send me a note at 
Sinai Temple, 10400 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles 90024. 

5. Congratulations to the National Council of Jewish Women and to 
Adaire Klein, Library Consultant, on the opening of The Jewish 
Women's Resource Library located in the Council House, 543 No. 
Fairfax Avenue. TI<is specialized collection will be a valuable 
addition to the Jewish libraries of Los Angeles. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
ATTENTION: 

To those who attended the AJLSC Passover Workshop on February 22, 
please send a note to the Bureau of Jewish Education confirming your attendance 
and requesting in-service credit. 
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PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS OF AJLSC-BJE PASSOVER WORKSHOP - FEB. 22, 1982 

DR. EMIL JACOBY, Associate Director, Bureau of Jewish Education, Los Angeles: 

Speaking on the theme, "Jewish Ideas and Values in the Passover Haggadah," Dr. 
Jacoby emphasized that the main thrust of the Haggadah is that the Jews were slaves 
and were freed, both physically and spiritually, and they became a nation whi.. ch then 
developed an entire religious value system, enriching not only Judaism but all the 
religions, cultures and lives of the human ..:ace. Of the numerous values in the Hag
gadah, Dr. Jacoby selected ten ideas/values that are representative and could be 
developed into lessons and units of instruction for a school (including library lessons): 

1. BROTHERHOOD. All humans are God creatures. Though we were freed, the Egyptians 
suffered. Thus, we spiE drops of wine from our cups during 10 plagues recitation so that 
symbolically our cups are not full and we remember those who suffered. 

2. HOSPITALITY. We share our resources with the needy. The Haggadah states that 
all who are needy come and eat, etc. Passover Relief Fund - Maot ijittim (money for 
flour) - gathers funds for the poor so they too can celebrate Passover. 

3. BlUR ijAMETZ - REMOVAL OF LEAVEN. Leaven is compared with "evil inclination". 
We must get rid of everything negative (bad habits, corruption) before we are ready 
to observe the positive--the Seder. 

4. CONTINUITY OF JEWISH PEOPLE AS A NATION. We identify with the Hebrews who left 
Egypt. Haggadah states that each must feel as if he/she personally left Egypt; that 
in each generation, people tried to destroy us and God. helped us survive. This brings 
entire Jewish people--throughout the centuries--together. 

5. EDUCATIVE CHARACTER OF THE SEDER MEAL. Seder has hidden values: Model lesson 
in family involvement; Haggadah is anthology of poems, prayers, stories, & book of manners, 

6. ETERNAL HOPE. Since Seders through centuries observed in galut (diaspora), Jews 
have always hoped for independence and freedom, in spite of blood libel incidences. 
Eliyahu is considered the forerunner of the Messiah. In recent years, readings of 
the Holocaust have been added, concluding with "Ani Maamin" (I believe ••• ). 

7. POLITICAL ACTIVISM- rebellion against oppression. The five rabbis who studied 
all night were actually having a political conference during time of Romans. In modern 
times, Warsaw Ghetto uprising occurred at the time of Pesa~. 

8. RENEWAL AND SPRING. Another name for Pesa9 is ~ag Aviv - Holiday of Spring. Some 
symbolic foods represent Spring; Israeli Haggadot reflect nature and spring. 

9. ZIONISM. The return to Zion and reestablishing the State there is expressed 
in "Le' Shanah Habaa B 'Yerushalayim" - next year in Jerusalem. Some have a 5th cup of wine. 

10. BELONGING TO COMMUNITY AND PARTICIPATING IN COMMUNITY. Rebellious son is criti
cized because he separates himself from community by asking what does this mean to "you." 

BARBARA LEFF, Head Librarian, Stephen s. Wise Temple; Instructor in Judaica Library 
Science, Hebrew Union College-JIR, Los Angeles: 

Using the theme of Passover for examples. Barbara's presentation, "From Request 
to Delivery," covered how a 1 ibrarian provides much-needed services to a school. 

l. HOW TO CONVINCE YOUR SCHOOL TO UTILIZE LIBRARY FOR SPECIAL TOPICS: The secret 
is to provide services and materials that they need but have little time to research or 
find for themselves. 

a. Ask principal 3 months in advance for 30 minutes to make presentation at pesa~ 
teachers' meeting- to show unique materials and discuss imaginative use of materials, 
Include some standard materials easily fou~d in card catalog and lots of hard-to-find 
materials, e.g., chapters, stories, illust~ations, primary source materials, periodical 
articles, quotations. (Be sure to make subject analytic cards for future use.) Do not 
limit yourself to Passover section of library; go through collection and gather some
thing from every section of library. Example: Passover-related materials in Elazar 
classification scheme: 

000-099 BIBLICAL STUDIES: Exodus story; Bible stories; Life in Biblical times; 
desert life; archaeology (pyramids, Egyptian life). 
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100-199 
200-299 

300-399 
400-499 
500-599 
600-699 

700-799 

800-899 
900-999 
FICTION 

HALAKHA: 
RELIGION: 

Commentaries on Exodus; Midrashic stories; folklore (Elijah). 
Passover collection; Haggadot collection; Pesa'b in general tdiday 
materials. 

EDUCATION: Teacl1ers materials and curriculum guides; idea books; etc. 
HEBREW: Pesah SLJries in Hebrew 

~ 

LITERATURE: Short stories; diaries; poetry; quotations; etc. 
SOCIETY & ARTS~ Scenes of Passover Seder in Art books; Elijah in art; 

drama; cookbooks for holidays; music and songs for Pesa\J.; 
Anti-Semitism through the ages (e.g. blood libels). 

HISTORY & BIOGRAPllY: Pesah in other countries; Biblical history within 
gene;al history books; Passover during Holocaust; 
Biographies with reminiscences of Passover Seders. 

ISRAEL & ZIONISM: Passover celebrated in Israel and on kibbutz 
REFERENCE: Reference works with Passover symbols and terminology, etr. 
Passover as celebrated by fictional characters (e. g. All-of-a-kind family) 

b. Work with individual teachers; help wiLh specific needs. 
c. Seud notes to principal/teachers: "I found ....... Please come into library." 
d. Try to avoid preparing bibliographies--time-consuming and duplication of 

existing card catalog. Instead insist your time better spent finding interesting 
materials within print and nonprint materials, e.g. stories, ceremonial art, Pesa~ 
throughout history. Since teachers have to come into library anyways to preview whatever 
they might spot on bibliography, they might as well come in an extra hour earlier to go 
through card catalog on their own and browse shelves. Individual help geared to specific 
teachers' needs is far more productive than pages-upon-pages of lists of books! 

2. HOW TO INTERVIEW TEACHERS/PRINCIPAL/STUDENTS/PARENTS TO FIND OUT WHAT THEY 
REALLY NEED, i.e. ''Reference Interview" .1 

a. Even before librarian and potential user speak to each other, past performances 
of others and personal characteristics influence the success of interaction: 

(1) User may have had poor experiences with other librarians and is therefore 
negative. User is uncomfortable being in a position of ignorance, e.ge, nol knowing 
something, and having to show this ignorance and not knowing exactly how ignorant he/she 
really is. User does not know what to expect, i.e., librarian's reaction to question, 
and does not know whether library can provide answer. User rarely understands library 
system or language of card catalog, e,,g 0 , to find "Haggadah" does one look in card 
catalog for HAGGADAH or HAGADA or HAGGADOT or PESAI]--HAGGADAH or PASSOVER--HAGGADAH or??? 
User may be just as uncomfortable ln an unfamiliar Judaica library as librarian might be 
in a Physics library or some other specialized collect ion. 

(2) Librarian may be busy or has had a bad day and body language tells that 
to user, adding to user's discomfort. Librarian may feel insecure because of his/her 
lack of knowledge on subjecte 

b. Once librarian and user speak, then reference interview is an art, not a science, 
e.g., the art of probing gently and carefully so as to preserve US('r's concept of 
self yet extract enoue;h inform.at ion from user to be helpful. Librarian needs to 
know not only question but use of materials, scope of topic, depth of info needed, 
reading level, currency, amount of time user has to spend on research, etc., and then 
translate that information into the library system. Then librarian must deliver to 
user just the right amount of choices (but not too many to overwhelm) from which user 
can select what is needed. This creates a positive experience that will encourage 
user to remenrer and use a Jewish library for information needs after classroom days 

are over. Making connection bet\veen user and material is not easy--something principals 
and teachers must understand before they send kids into library for "5-minutes of research' 

3. HOW TO LOCATE AND SELECT l'1ATERIALS FOR SCHOOL USE: 
a. Sources for materials: Annotated bibliographies; 2 bibliographies in 

WORLD OVER, KEEPING POSTED, teachers periodicals, curriculum guides, etca Try local 
bookstores and publishers catalogs.3 

b. Kinds of materials~ Select a variety of materials, print and nonprint.4 
Encourage teachers to make own and donate to library or make duplicate for library. 
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c. Evaluating materials: Many selection criteria lists available (see past 
issues of AJLSC LlliRARY LIGHT) and review sources.5 Most important factor for using 
materials with students is to L.ike and enjoy what you are using. 

4. HOW TO USE MATERIALS CREATIVELY: 
a. Bullt·tin Boards create an envjronment.. QuoLar-iotlliare a good source for 

inspiration. Also, interactive bulll'l in !ward:; can he excel lettt learni1tg t·xperiences. 6 

b. Libcary lessons: 
(l) Haggadot: Create lessons to encourage use of Haggadah as unique source. 

Compare and contrast variety of Haggadut, e.g., Lext, lonnat, I Lt urgy, art, history, 
translation, philosophy, t:heme. language, literature, culture. Research urdf:'r of seder 
(non-traditional Haggadot vary as students will discover). Name food symbols needed 
for seder. Describe process of seder preparation. CrealE' yom own Haggadah using 
others as samples. Enrich your own s(!der by researching commentaries and not·es in 
other Haggadot for ideas, reading selections, etc. 

(2) Pesal;l research in library: Kids f'ind definitions of Passover terms 
motivated by code puzzles, cross,word puzzles, word searches, 1vord f'Tnphics. Describe 
life in Bjbl:ical times. Use Index to Je,.;ish Periodicals for clllrH1t materials about 
Passover. Use fllmst rips, maps and other AV sources for ll':-ii~<Hch. 

(3) Read Passover stories to k i.ds ot a II agt'S. Use hllf". arL reproductions 
as means of telling Passover story. Crff!! t· 1earllillg stat Lu11S, n.'d11g phot·ugraphs ui 
book illunt rat io11s tv it bin file folders. 

(4) Exhibits/Displays: Bring classes into library to ::ee books, r,Iaps, 
pictorial works dis played ln thematic approAch t: o t el I Pes<:1l1 s 1· 01 v (>J l>l·sal~ through ages. 
Could assi.gn a d:i.ffPrent: class each year to pn•pnre exhilJ i.l 11'' i ,;g 1 il•r<ll"Y ua terials. 

5. CONCLUSION: If library proves itself to bP a valuab1t> some<" fo1 inspiration 
and guidance as well as materials, then school will cousider it a valnHb]c asset and 
will support it ivith budget and funds, as available. Library sPrvi(of: is unique & wonde.-:L:· 

lKatz, William A. Introduction to Reference Work: Reference Servi(:f~s and Reference 
Processes. Vol. 2, 4th ed., New York~ McGra1v-Hill Book co:-~""]9~Pr:·~(R;;,~fer;~·~cP Tnt:-;;rv:r:;:v:r) 

2navis, Enid. A Comprehensive Guide to Children's Li.teraturt; with a ,J<~wish Theme. 
Ne'" York: Schocken Booh, 1981. (Excellent source for synagogt1e--&-ctay- sc:-h~~ol-;·~- $18.95) 

Passover: A Selective Bibliography. Compiled and annotatHl hy Hava BPn-Zvi; with 
contributionc~by Rita Fris~o~o:Angeles: .Je\vish Commuu:i.ty l:UnaJ:·y of Bureau of 
Jewish Education, Feb 1982. (6505 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90048; (213)852-1234). 
Prepared for AJLSC-BJE Passover Horkshop -~ includes print: And nonpr:i l1L m\~dia. 

3Jewish Litet-ary J:1arketplace: A Directory of the Press, P_l_~£:!:.~icals 2_g~bl!shers, 
and Booksellers. Ed. by Howard M. Berliant: and Bruce Arbit. Arbi.t Books, 1979. 
(B* Arbit Books, 8050 N. Port Washington Rd., Milwaukee, 1\fl ')3211.) 

Marcus, Audrey Friedman. The Jewish Teachers Handbook. Alternatives in Religious 
Education, 1980, 1981. (A.R.E., 3945 s. Oneida St., Denver, CO 80237)~ Vo1 .. 1~ 11Resource 
Guide for Jewish Educators;" Vol.1 ,. mailing lahels for JewisL ptibHshet.~s. 

4cabeceiras, James. The Multimedia Library: Materials S~!:_ect~2~~~~Use. New York: 
Academic Press, 1978. (Covers print and nonprint media and bibliography preparation) 

5AJLSC Library Light of Association of Jewish Libraries of Southern California. 
($15 annual membership-subscription c/o Barbara Leff, Treasurer, Stephen S. Wise Temple, 
15500 Stephen s. Wise Drive, Los Angeles, CA 90077) 

AJL Newsletter and Bulletin of Assn. of Jewish Libraries (natiom.t]). ($18 annual 
membership-subscription c/o A.JL, 122 E. 4.2nd St., Rm 1512, Ne;;v York, N.Y. 101.68) 

Jewish Book Annual of JWB Jewish Book Council, 15 E 2oth St, N<c-o~.; Yodz, N.Y. 1001.0. 
($15 - annual retrospective reviews) 

"Medium" of Jewish Media Serv:C e/ JWB, 15 E 26th St, New York, N.Y. 10010. 
(Quarterly reviews of audiovisual materials, with focus on l61mn films) 

6Prizzi, Elaine, and Hoffman, Jeanne. Teaching Off the Wall: Bullet:in Boards in Action, 
Fearon Teacher Aids, div. Pitman Learning, 1981. (6 Davis Dr, Belmont;CA 94002 -$5.95) 
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FLASH!!! ---
For the first time in history the United States Postal Service will issue 

a commemorative stamp on lil::Jraries t~:ds spring. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
WHAT'S HAPPENED TO??? 

Reva S. Kern, a former member of AJLSC, had her Chinese Brush paintings 
exhibited at an art gallery in Agoura. She recently finished work on a 
picturebook, Katy the Caterpillar and is circulating it among New York 
publishers. She sends best regards to all her friends in AJLSC. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

ALSC ANNOUNCES 

At the midwinter meeting of the American Library Association, a committee 
of the Association for Library Service to Children included the following 
books of Jewish interest in their NOTABLE CHILDREN'S BOOKS FOR 1981. 

Young Readers 

Adler, David A. A Picture Book of Jewish Holidays. Illustrated by Linda 
Heller. Holiday House. $8.95. 

Fisher, Leonard Everett. The Seven Days of Creation. Adapted from the 
Bible. Holiday House. $11.95. 

Middle Readers 

Cohen, Barbara. Yussel's Prayec: A Yom Kippur Story. Illustrated by 
Michael J. Deraney. Lothrop. $7.95. 

Hautzig, Esther. A Gift for Mama. Illustrated by Donna Diamond. Viking. 
$8.95. 

Older Readers 

Cunningham, Julia. The Silent Voice. Dutton. $10.75. 

Siegal, Aranka. 
1939-1944. 

Upon the Head of the Goat: A Childhood in Hungary, 
Farrar. $9.95. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

LIBRARY LIGHT RECEIVES PLAUDITS 

The following are a few comments we have received. 

11 Library Lights are very helpful to me in selecting books for Jewish Book Month 
in the Santa Monica Library" Nanette Schneir 

~'Am enjoying the newsletter" Leah Rubin 

"For some time I have enjoyed the Library Light issues which I read at the 
Bureau of Jewish Education in Providence. As president of the N.E.J.L.A., I 
have been collecting articles from the newsletter and informing our members 
of items of particular interest. 

T.; 11.; "'" ~ .... h,.r,.,.t-.,. T.'h1"n _ 1'Pmn 1 l'_ EmAnu-El 
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THE FRIDAY FORUM AT USC APRIL 16, 1982 9:30A.M. to 3:30P.M. 

A workshop on Management Information Systems: Automated Offices for Libraries 
is scheduled to be held on the above date at the Montgomery Ross Fisher Bldg., 
School of Library and Information Management (opposite Shrine Auditorium on 
Jefferson Blvd.) Instructor Ed Kazlauskas, SLIM, USC, will cover putting 
information to work for library management: electronic mail, computer con
ferencing, word processing, etc. Fee: $30.00, lunch included. 

Registration for this workshop may be made by phone (213-743-5954) until two 
days before the forum or register l/2 hour before the forum. 

For more information, call Virginia Walter, Assistant Dean, at 213-743-5954 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

HAPPENINGS AT UCLA 

Current plans are being made to publish an English language Journal of 
Jewish Folklore with the co-operation of Ben-Gurion University of the Negev. 
The journal's scholarly focus will be on the Jewish communities of Israel and 
California. The first issue is expected to come out during the 1982-83 
academic year. 

A Conference on Jewish Folklore is scheduled for 1983 on the Westwood 
campus. It is believed to be the first international meeting of its kind to 
be held in the United States. Other plans call for the establishment of an 
Archive of Jewish Folklore at UCLA and student exchanges between Los Angeles 
and Beersheva. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
CORRECTIONS AND ADDITIONS TO THE MEMBERSHIP LIST 

BERMAN, MURRAY A.   
 

FRIEDE, EVELYN   
 

Lbrn., Temple Beth Hillel 

MARKS, IDA  ) 
  

* Director, Jewish Education Services 
Jewish Fed. Council of Orange County 
12181 Buaro, Garden Grove, Ca. 
(714-530-6636) 

TEMPLE MENORAH LIBRARY As of May 1, change name and address from 
1101 Camino Real, Redondo Beach, Ca. 90277 Loewry, Kate Naomi, Richmond, Ca. to 

Lbrn.: Mitzi Weinstein SMITH, KATE NAOMI   
 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
AJLSC LIBRARY LIGHT is distributed free to AJLSC members. 

EDITORS: Renee Hurewitz,   
Dorothy Steiner,   

DEADLINE for MAY/JUNE issue LIBRARY LIGHT IS MAY 3, 1982 

Copy submitted should be typed. 

Permission to reprint granted when credit is given to "Assn. of Jewish Libraries 
of So. Calif. LIBRARY LIGHT". 
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MJiil.J..A 

TWO NEW FLANNEL BOARD STORIES ARE NOW AVAILABLE--READY TO l'10lJNT ON FELT AND USE 

HESHKA THE KVETCH and. TEE CAR!? IN THE BATHTUB (A Passuver c J. as sic) 

Carp in the Sath~u~ (Black & Wltite) ......... $5.75 

Meshka the Kvetch (in Color) 

ORDER BOTH at $12.00 AND SAVE~~ 

7.50 
$13.25 

Includes helpful hints for using felthoard figures to enhance storytelling 
in your library. Order from: 

Susan Frischer 
  

  

Rozhinkes mit mandlin (Raisins with almonds), a lOS-minute documentary/montage 
is now available in a two-record stereo album or double-cassette stereo set at 
a special library price of $20.00 per set. Brief excerpts of the Jewish 
experience blend into one another or are bridged by narrator Rita Jacobs Willens. 
This cultural portrait, winner of three national broadcast awards, can be 
obtained from Living Archives, Ltd., P.O. Box 86, Barrington, Ill. 60010 

POTPOURRI 

The Tartak Learning Center of Hebrew Union College has compiled a printed 
catalog of a portion of its collection of Jewish education materials. Included 
in this first edition of the catalog are filmstrips, Hebrew language materials, 
games, confluent education materials, etc. Printed on 3-hole punched paper, it 
can be placed in a binder and added to as further portions of the Learning 
Center catalog are completed. Copies of the catalog are available for $3.00 
each; hmvever, the catalog is available at no charge to TJAHC affiliated 
synagogues. Call Rick Burke at the Tartak Learning Center on Hondays, 
Hednesdays or Thursdays for more information (749-3424, ext. 267). 

"Program Planning and Public Relations for the Jewish Library" a seven-page 
pamphlet covering community surveys, publicity, etc. by Dr. Marcia Posner. 
For information on this brochure, contact Dr. Posner, 19 Brookfield Rd., 
New Hyde Park, New York 11040. 

The following Bibliographies are available from the Jewish Community Library, 
Bureau of Jewish Education 
6505 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles 

90048 

PASSOVER, compiled and annotated by Hava Ben-Zvi 
with contributions by Rita Frischer, 
February, 1982, 30 p. Distributed at 
Passover Workshop. 

TOOLS FOR THE TEACHER - Kindergarten - 3rd grade 
Compiled by Hava Beq-Zvi, Librarian 

I 
BIBLIOGRAPHY for Grades 5 - 8 

Compiled by Hava Ben-Zvi 

Hake checks payable to Jewish Community Library 

$2.00 

.75 

1.00 
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by 

Muriel Moster, Volunteer 
Sinai Temple Library 

MAR./ APR. 1982 

Blair, Leona. A Woman's Place. New York, Delacorte Press, 1981. 397 p. 
$13.95. 

In this first novel, Leona Blair proves herself talented and insightful. 
She has done commendable research in the history of Palestine/Israel and the 
Jewish people since 1929. 

The story of an American-Jewish family's involvement with Israel and its 
own personal entanglements is well done. Naomi loves and is married to Arnold, 
but is, nevertheless, passionately involved with his brother for whom nothing 
or no one takes priority over the state of Israel. The theme of adultery and 
personal passions develop in front of the larger tapestry of the fate of Jewry 
in this century. 

Ms. Blair understands human nature with its failings as well as its 
heroics. Contempory historical background is shown through the generations 
of a family with many flaws. This compelling novel reflects her concerns 
about the human condition, the State of Israel and the suffering of its people. 

The reader for whom this may be the first book on the subject will cer
tainly want to read further, while we look forward to reading Ms. Blair's 
next novel. 

Rapoport, Nessa. 
Inc., 1981. 

Preparing for Sabbath. 
288 p. $10.95. 

New York, William Morrow and Co., 

One feels there is probably a great deal that is autobiographical in 
this novel. The protagonist, seventeen year-old Judith Rafael, views life and 
love in an extremely intense and emotional way. Introspective, devout and 
religiously observant, she is still a girl of today. Although she is not 
always a follower of contemporary moral standards, she is not necessarily 
repelled by them either. 

Constantly seeking and yearning for that which is beyond her immediate 
environment, she finds herself analyzing not only her own actions and beliefs, 
but also those of her friends. She travels from her home in Toronto to Israel 
hoping to find greater spiritual fulfillment in order to give deeper meaning 
to her life. 

The book is exceptionally well done with much writing devoted to Jewish 
holidays, beliefs, thoughts and values. Judith Rafael is an unusual young 
lady fervently alive to her heritage and the inner resources it offers. It 
might be mentioned, however, that in "real" life, a family would be concerned 
at times at the fervor of her religiosity. 

REVIEWS con. on page 10 
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REVIEWS ~:on. 

Wood, Bari. The Tribe. New York, New American Library, 1981. 339 p. $12.95. 

This novel is suspenseful, holds the reader's interest, and has a unique 
approach to "who done it?". Events unfold true to today's world: the Holocaust, 
mugging and murder. A small group of religious, yet sorely-tried Jewish men 
become killers in order to save themselves in the concentration camps. Later, 
to avenge dear ones who are victimized by contemporary society, they kill again. 

The reader who feels that there might be a measure of credulity in the 
Golem stories of our folklore will respect and admire the author's creativity. 
Otherwise one wonders whether the plot will appear contrived rather than believable, 
manipulated rather than plausible. The mysterious resolution of and mindless 
retribution for society's atrocities may not be entirely satisfying. Nevertheless, 
recognition should be given to the author's vivid imagination, knowledge of the 
Talmud and Cabala, and her insight into human nature. 

Miller, Jean Baker, M.D. 
Press, 1976. 143 p. 

Toward a New Psychology of Women. 
$9.95. 

Boston, Beacon 

The author is a practicing psychotherapist who admirably addresses 
herself to issues of feelings, personal integrity, and emotional connecting 
between individuals. 

Miller writes that traditionally women have been submissive, passive, 
docile, dependent--comparable to young children who are immature, weak and 
helpless. With such traits being ingrained in them, women have felt an 
inequality with men, resulting in a lack of initiative and an inability to 
act, make decisions, or think assertively. The inner conflict that results 
points up the necessity for a realistic evaluation of women's problems in 
order to effect change. Only by being direct and honest and permitting 
themselves freedom of expression will they be validated as women with true 
self knowledge and increased fulfillment. 

Emphasizing that a woman's whole conditioning is contrary to finding 
out what SHE wants, Dr. Miller encourages the reader to move toward greater 
authenticity by better understanding of the human condition and its poten
tial. This is necessary in order to gain insight into what is most 
appropriate for each woman, personally. 

According to Dr. Miller, once women meet their own needs and diminish 
the fear and insecur~ty bred into them, they can respond to others with 
greater facility and openess, without deception or manipulation. 

This is a compact book, one requiring study and concentration, but is 
worthwhile for its insight and encouragement. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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The following titles were purchased by the Children's Services Division of the 
Los Angeles Public Library, Nov., 1981- Feb., 1982. Nettie Frishman is sharing 
the reviewing with other librarians in Children's Services, most of whom are 
associated with AJLSC and oriented to Judaica books for children. Rita Frischer's 
reviews are from her article: NEW BOOKS FOR JEWISH CHILDREN in the November, 1981 
issue of MOMENT. 

TALES FROM THE BIBLE 

Genesis: The Story of Creation. Illus. by Allison Reed. Shocken Books, cl98l. 
np. All ages. 

A stunning visual interpretation of the creation of the world which follows 
the exact poetical passages of the King James' edition of the Bible. Brilliant 
color, light and movement make this a veritable feast for the eyes. Younger children 
may prefer the clear, representational drawings in Galdone's First Day of the 
World, which is comparable in content to this distinguished version. 

Nettie Frishman 

Hirsh, Marilyn, Adapt. The Tower of Babel. Illus. by author. Holiday House, 
cl98l. 32 p. Gr. 2-4. 

Marilyn Hirsh has retold the story of The Tower of Babel in a fine picture 
book for 4-8 year olds. Her drawings feature many races in varied costumes, 
a decision made, according to the afterword, "to symbolize the harmony among 
all people before pride caused them to build the tower''. Remaining true to 
the source, Hirsh elaborates on the story with just enough gentle humor to 
clearly illustrate what comes of using pride as building material along with 
mortar and stone. 

Rita Frischer 

The Tower of Babel by Wiesner is more colorful and the main emphasis is on 
the king's edicts as opposed to Hirsh's version where the people themselves 
are the main focus of attention. 

Maila Silverman, LAPL 

Pomerantz, Charlotte. Noah's and Namah's Ark. Illus. by Kelly Carson, Holt, 
cl981. np. Gr. 3-5. 

In this latest flood story, the author has given Noah's wife a name (which 
is more than the Bible did) and has obviously espoused the cause of community 
property. Her approach is rhymed, humorous and more than slightly toungue
in-cheek if not quite irreverant. That's why I don't advise this version as 
a first introduction to the Noah tale, but rather as an enjoyable spoof for 
8 to 11 year olds who have already heard the story straight. Kelly Carson's 
nicely detailed illustrations show the animals boarding the Ark two by two by two 
when the rain first begins--and departing three by three by three after ten 
months. For in Pomerantz's fertile imagination, the restocking of the world 
is well underway by the time the ark comes to land. Even Namah is an expectant 
mama. 

Rita Frischer 

Please turn to page 12 
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HOLY DAYS AND HOLIDAYS 

Adler, David. A Picture Book of Jewish Holidays. Illus. by Linda Heller. 
Holiday House, cl98l. 32 p. Gr. Kdgn.-2. 

An introductory book to the Jewish holidays for our very youngest children. 
The author states, in his preface: "this is not a book of facts but of 
feelings", and conveys, in simple, almost poetical prose, the excitement 
and importance of each festival and its meaning to the Jewish people. 
Illustrations in color, accenting the family participation in the holidays, 
complement the spirit of the text. Simpler than the Epstein and Purdy 
inclusive titles, this can be used on a pre-school and kindergarten level. 
A simple graphic of the Jewish versus the Julian calendar, and a glossary, 
add to value for teacher and parent. 

Nettie Frishman 

Cohen, Barbara, adapt. Yussel's Prayer. Illus. Michael Deraney. Lothrop, 
cl98l. 32 p. Gr. 4-5. 

A fine re-telling of a well known midrash on prayer and the need for 
sincerity if prayer is to be truly 'reaching'. . .. a Yom Kippur story about 
an untutored orphan cowherd whose employer sends him to the fields on Yom 
Kippur instead of allowing him to go to shul. Yussel fasts and reflects as 
he watches the cattle; and when the day ends, he plays his heartfelt prayer 
to God as a melody on his reed pipe. The Gates of Heaven, which had remained 
locked against the ritualized, superficial prayers of those in shul, open to 
the sound of Yussel's pipe and the community learns a lesson it will never 
forget. Cohen has been fortunate in her illustrators in the past, and her 
luck has held with M. Derany who did this book beautifully. 

Rita Frischer 

Greenfeld, Howard. Bar Mitzvah. Illus. Elaine Grove. Holt, cl98l. 32 p. 
Gr. 4 and up. 

Clear and informative presentation on the symbolic turning point in the 
life of Jewish males (and females--Bat Mitzvah). Material covers differences 
in practise among Orthodox, Conservative and Reform movements of Judaism. 
Information on types of celebrations and background of this ritual. Black 
and white scratchboard drawings help to formalize the work. 

Rona Berns, LAPL 

Olivestone, Ceil and David. Let's Go to the Synagogue. Illus. Arieh Zeldich. 
SBS Publishing, cl981. 24 p. Pre-school--Kdgn. 

A simple, clear and direct introduction to the highlights of a Sabbath 
synagogue service for very young children. A few lines of text explain 
the rituals, observances, and prayers: The Siddur, Tallit, Chazan, Torah, 
Ark, etc., with meanings of terminololgy at the end in 'Notes for Parents'. 
The accompanying illustrations are colorful, but flat--almost like paper 
doll figures. 

Nettie Frishman 

Continued on page 13 



AJLSC LIBRARY LIGHT - 13 - MAR. /APR. 1982 

FAMILY STORIES 

Asher, Sandy. Daughters of the Law. Beaufort, cl980. 157 p. Gr. 6-Jr. High. 

Story of the friendship of two girls: Denise, happy, outgoing, out to 
save the world; and Ruthie, shy and retiring, whose mother physically 
survived the Holocaust, but is mentally scarred because of it. Ruthie, 
though born after her parents came to this country, is scarred also by the 
Holocaust because of its effect on her mother. Her father has renounced 
his heritage. Her ebullient Aunt Sarah is determined that Ruthie shall 
have a Bat Mitzvah because "in spite of everything ... another generation of 
our family ... is alive." In the end, Ruthie says yes to life, has the Bat 
Mitzvah and is accepted by the community. A fine book. Excellent character
ization throughout. Good contrast between Denise's happy family and Ruthie's 
withdrawn one. Also is a good portrait of junior high life today. 

Phyllis Shumberger, LAPL 

Cohen, Barbara. Queen for a Day. Lothrop, cl981. 158 p. Gr. 5-6. 

A Cinderella story set in 1913 in Brooklyn. Gertie Warshefsky is a 13 
year old whose mother has been institutionalized and whose father is a 
feckless wanderer. She lives with her grandmother and aunts, working hard 
and struggling to do well at school with little encouragement or joy at 
home. An understanding new boarder and a role in the local religious 
school's Purim play help her to realize that courage is as important in her 
daily life as it was for Queen Esther long ago and that there is always hope 
for a better tomorrow. 

Rita Frischer 

Klass, Sheila. Nobody Knows Me in Miami. Scribner, cl98l. 156 p. Gr. 4-6. 

This story of 10 year old Miriam Greenfield takes place during the 
Depression in Brooklyn. The year is 1937 and Miriam's parents are struggling 
to make ends meet. Miriam's aunt and uncle, a rich childless couple, offer 
to adopt her. Miriam's parents leave it up to her whether to go to live 
with her aunt and uncle in Miami or remain with them. With Miriam as the 
narrator, the reader gains insight into the difficult decision she must make. 
Characters are very believable. Miriam comes from a warm, loving, observant 
Jewish family, contrasted with her showy, materialistic aunt and uncle. 
Plot moves along nicely as the reader anxiously awaits Miriam's decision. 
Through several incidents, Miriam finds out that loving friends and family 
are more important that having pretty dresses, etc. 

Story will appeal to children in its honest portrayal of a child's hopes 
and dreams. A warm story, rich with passages about Jewish family life at 
Passover time, a bit reminiscent of Sydney Taylor's work. It can be book
talked; asking children what they would do. 

Rachelle Schwartzman, 
LAPL and AJLSC 

Snyder, Carol. The Great Condominium Rebellion. Illus. Anthony Kramer. 
Delacorte, cl981. 149 p. Gr. 5-8. 

Twelve year old Marc and 13 year old Stacy's plans for a super vacation 
in Florida during Chanukah with their newly retired grandparents were blown 
to bits when their visit turned into a series of condominium anti-kid 

Continued on page 14 
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restrictions. After one 'No' too many, and with t~1e atd of two new young 
friends and a couple senior citizens invo~ved in the 'Center for the 
Blind,' Marc and Stacy p:an a re~ellion that brings young and old together 
in some co-operative ventures. 

There is a fresh and timely twist here: the youngsters yearn for a remem
bered relationship with their grandparents; only to find that they have 
changed and are busy adapting to their new unstructured lives. With a 
perceptive insight into the new life styles of the retired, the author has 
captured, with warmth and humor, the cornpl_exities of the generation gap 
and the underlying need of one generation for the other. 

The family is not especially religious, but all the warmth o:f: !ewish family 
life is smoothly integrated into the text. The residents of the Condo Apt. 
are predominantly Jewish; there are trips to the Je'\vish Community Center for 
Friday night dinner and Sabbath services and Chanukah is loosely observed 
with the traditional candle lighting and gifts. 

Told in first person by likeably Stacy, and written with the light touch of 
Judy Blume, with the added zest of Stacy's first romance, this should be 
popular with pre-teens. 

Nettie Frishman 

Snyder, Carol. Ike and Marna and the Once-in-a Lifetime Movie. Illus. Charles 
Robinson. Coward, cl981. 96 p. Gr. 3-5. 

Third in the series of lke-and-his-resourceful marna, this one finds Ike 
and his E. 136th St. army of 14 boys engaged in a plan to raise enough money 
to pay the theatre mvner for the 5 boys who had sneaked into the 2 -for-a
nickel Saturday matinee. Hearing that D.W. Griffith was filming 'WAY DOWN 
EAST' starring Lillian Gish; and paying $1.50 per day for extras ... (the time 
was 1920) the boys bike thE·ir way to the studio--not far from their Bronx 
home. A spontaneous snowball fight catches the director's fancy, and they 
make enough money to repay their debt and treat their surprised families to 
the local showing in an outdoor movie months later. The authentic historical 
details of early movie-making are sweet nostalgia for the third generation; 
and a lively peep-intu-the·past for the new crop of readers. The b/w 
illustrations add to the charm of the story. 

Nettie Frishman 

BIOGRAPHY 

Davidson, Margaret. The Gol_sla Meir Story, rev. ed. Scri.bner, cl981. 228 p. 
Gr. 5-7. 

This revised edition of a book first published in 1976 adds t\vO nevi 
chapters covering the last years of Golda's life. Albeit fictionalized, 
dramatic and occasionally sentimental in tone, this title, for younger 
readers than the Dobin, Morris, and Noble biographies, focuses primarily 
on Iter earlier years, her moral and spiritual fiber rather than her 
dynamic role in the creation of the State of Israel. Highly readable and 
inspirational. 

Nettie Frishman 




