
ASSOCIATION OF JEWISH LIBRARIES OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA JAN./FEB. 1982 

P A S S 0 V E R W 0 R K S H 0 P FEBRUARY 22, 1982 

7:00 P.M. 

Sponsored by the Association of Jewish Libraries of Southern California in 
conjunction with the Bureau of Jewish Education. 

SPEAKERS: Dr. EMIL JACOBY, Associate Director, Bureau of Jewish Education, 
Los Angeles will speak on 

BARBARA LEFF, 

"Jewish Ideas and Values in the Haggadah'' 

Head Librarian, StephenS. Wise Temple, Los Angeles; 
Instructor, Judaica Library Science, Hebrew Union College; 
will compare Haggadot and present various techniques 
of working with library materials including "Show and 
Tell" on new Passover print and non-print materials. 

Handouts: Including a bibliography by Hava Ben-Zvi~ Lbrn., Jewish Corum. Library 

PLACE: LIBRARY OF STEPHEN S. WISE TEMPLE 
15500 StephenS. Wise Drive, Los Angeles 

Directions: San Diego Freeway, Mulholland exit; left to Mulholland; right on 
Mulholland; right on Casiano; left on StephenS. Wise Dr. to 
parking lot. Library is first bldg. on left next to drive, 
enter on 2d level thru small wrought iron gate, cross play-yard. 

NOTE: In-service credit for this workshop will be given by the Bureau of Jewish 
Education. 

Reserve a seat----Call StephenS. Wise Library-~-476-8561; 788-4778; 272-7831. 

# # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # 

Dates to Remember: 

Feb. 8 
Mar. 1 
Mar. 8 
Mar. 15 
Apr. 19 

Tu Bi-Shevat 
AJLSC BOARD MEETING - horne of Adaire Klein - 7:00 P.M. 
Purim 
BJE sponsored Day School Teach-In 
Book Repair Workshop 

# # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # 
AJLSC LIBRARY LIGHT is distributed free to AJLSC members. 
EDITORS: Renee Hurewitz, 2 

Dorothy Steiner,  
DEADLINE FOR MARCH/APRIL LIBRARY LIGHT IS MARCH 1, 1982, 
Copy submitted should be typed. 
Permission to reprint granted when credit is given to "Assn. of Jewish Libraries 
of So. Calif. LIBRARY LIGHT". 



AJLSC LIBRARY LIGHT - 2 - JAN, /FEB. 1982 

PRESIDENT'S CORNER 

Unfortunately, I have reached that point in life where lists become essential if 
I am not to forget even very important things. So, since all the things I want 
to share with you in this column are very important this month, I'm listing them 
so you shouldn't forget either. Here they are -- reminders, updates and some 
exciting new ideas about ways AJLSC can best help you. 

Reminders: 

1. DON'T FORGET the Conferences on January 31st for which librarians will, for 
the first time receive Bureau of Jewish Education (BJE) credit toward salary 
increments. See the details elsewhere in this issue ..• and remember that our 
credibility as a professional organization is involved. We have gone to BJE and 
asked for ways ~o upgrade our status, continue our training, qualify for salary 
controls and increases, and receive full recognition as part of the educational 
system. They are providing us those opportunities; we~ prove ourselves ready 
to take advantage of them. We're counting on you to attend one of the two con
ferences scheduled on January 31st and open to all denominations. 

2. DON'T FORGET to save February 22nd for an outstanding Passover workshop being 
arranged by BJE and offered for credit to all librarians and teachers. Details 
are elsewhere; note that there will be material to take home and much information 
valuable for library and classroom. 

3. DON'T FORGET that AJLSC sessions have much to offer Day School Librarians. 
Currently we have relatively few Day School people at our workshops and meetings 
although our goal is to offer material and techniques adaptable to Judaic OR 
secular studies and we often meet that goal admirably. You miss a lot by not 
coming and ~miss you. 

Updates: 

1. There will be no Hebrew Union College (HUC) sponsored class this semester as 
we are presently reviewing and revising the pre-service, in-service and continuing 
education programs offered by HUC, BJE, and AJLSC. As an example of our more 
flexible approach, HUC is offering to hold one or two all-day workshops sometime 
this spring or summer instead of a regular semester-long course. This concept is 
now being worked out and you will be kept informed. 

2. AJLSC's Board has been meeting with the BJE to encourage the interaction 
between us, to clarify our relationship and standing, to promote greater communi
cation and interaction between the Jewish Community Library and other libraries in 
AJLSC, and to urge BJE to communicate directly with librarians on library-related 
matters rather than solely through administrators and principals. We have found 
these meetings productive and very promising. 

New Ideas: 

At our last board meeting we discussed the following new ideas. Please let me 
know your reaction to them. 

1. Because our jobs often lack "warm fuzzies," i.e., emotional strokes and the 
kinds of financial or practical support we crave, this time of year often sees 
Jewish librarians in a semi.;.slump. We asked our Program V.P., JoAnn Lesser, to 
explore the possibility of a short series of sessions dealing with stress reduction, 
assertion techniques, and fighting burnout, to be conducted by a trained counselor. 
These would not be regular meetings but an extra beneficial service, a chance to 

Continued on page 13 
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FORTHCOMING EDUCATIONAL CONFERENCES 

BUREAU OF JEWISH EDUCATION 

1. ANNUAL YOM IYUN FOR YESHIVA EDUCATORS 

Chairman: Rabbi Shlomo Holland, Principal, Yavneh Hebrew Academy 

Time: Sunday, January 31, 1982 9 A.M. - 12 NOON 

Monday, February 1, 1982 9 A.M. - 3 P.M. 

Cost: $5.00 Registration Fee, including lunch on Monday (no pre-registration 
necessary) 

Place: Yavneh Hebrew Academy 
7353 Beverly Blvd. 
Los Angeles 

Theme: Development of skills and exchanging ideas and materials 

Sessions will cover Judaic and general studies. 
Three Israeli scholars will conduct sessions in Hebrew. 

Hava Ben-Zvi will give a session on Library Materials and Ideas 

2. THE CONFERENCE OF CONSERVATIVE CONGREGATIONAL DAY SCHOOLS 

Theme: Teaching the Bible in Conservative Schools 

Time: Sunday, January 31, 1982 ---- 8:45A.M. - 1:15 P.M. 

Opening session will be by Professor Moshe Greenberg, first American-born 
scholar to achieve a professorship in the Bible Department of the Hebrew 
University in Jerusalemo Dr, Greenberg will offer insights into a number 
of ideological issues which have been raised in the study and teaching of 
Bible in our schools. 

Following Dr. Greenberg's opening session, conference participants will 
split up into various seminars of their choice dealing with methodological 
approaches, e.g. Secondary level concerns, Melton method, Archaeological 
tie-ins, Heroes, parshat hashavua. 

The final tier will be a delightful hour of Torahl'shma with some fine 
Bible scholars in our community. 

Teachers from all department levels, informal education personnel, specialists 
in the arts, adult education, paraprofessionals, nursery school--all will gain. 

Place: University of Judaism 
15600 Mulholland Dr. 
Los Angeles 

Fee--$2.50. Make check payable to the Bureau of Jewish Education and mail 
as soon as possible. 
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AN INVITATION FROM OF JEWISH WOMEN 
LOS ANGELES SECTION, NATIONAL COUNCIL 

d the dedication and opening celebration of 
You are cordially invited to atten 

The Jewish Women's Resource Library 

Council House 
543 North Fairfax Avenue 
Los Angeles, California 

Sunday, March 14th, 1:00 P.M. 
Reservations required -
Please respo~d by February 22 

PROGRAM 

1:00 p.mo -Registration 
1:30 p.m. - Greeting and Keynote Address 

Rita Frischer, President, AJLSC . 
Julie Gertler, President, LoA. Sect~on NCJW 
Laura Geller, Rabbi, UoS.Co Hillel 

2 00 -WORKSHOPS Session One : p.m. ' L' t *What's new in Jewish Women s ~tera ure 
~·~ Life Cycle Ceremonies 
* So You've Never Led a Seder 

Session Two 3:00 Pomo - t L' t (re eat) *What's New in Jewish Women s ~tera ure P 
,~ Life Cycle Ceremonies (repeat) 
* A Model for Creating a Non-sexist Seder 

(Children's Programming will run concurrently) 

If you wish to attend the dedication)send your name 
L.A. Section, National Council of Jewish Women, 543 
Please state which workshops you wish to attend and 
children (state ages). 

and address to the 
No Fairfax Ave. , Los Angeles 
if you will be bringing 

90036. 

Recognizing the key role of women in Jewish life, Los Angeles Section, (NCJW) 
announced the establishment of the Jewish Women's Resource Center, to be 
housed at Council House" The Jewish Women's Resource Center wishes to acquire 
all manner of Jewish materials for ceremonies and rituals, such as Rosh Hodesh, 
Bat Mitzvah, the Sabbath, weddings, funerals, etc. Also being sought are 
women's libraries and historical documents of a familial, community and organiza
tional character. Of particular interest are cultural and artistic creations by 
Jewish women: poetry, novels, plays, photographs and all other art objects will 
add to the rich store of resources at the New Center. 

Adaire Klein, past president of the AJLSC and former head librarian and director 
of library services for Yeshiva University of Los Angeles and the Simon Wiesenthal 
Center for Holocaust Studies, will serve as consultant librarian for the Jewish 
Women's Resource Library. Other AJLSC members participating by serving on the 
Steering Committee for the new Resource Library are Rita Frischer librarian 
of Sinai Temple and Barbara Leff, librarian of Stephen s. Wise Te~pleo 

The library will offer resources in the form of books, unpublished works, programs 
and other materials significant to one's Jewish life style. 

For more information, and to offer materials to the Jewish Women's Research 
Center, please call Shoshana Hirsh Yomtov or Ilene Olansky at 651-2930. 
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QUOTATIONS FROM HEBREW SOURCES 

Selections from 
SAPLINGS, an anthology for Tu B'Shvat, Jewish National Fund, 1953 and other sources 

FROM THE BIBLE 

" ... thou shall not destroy the trees ..• for the tree of the field is man's life ... " 
(Deuteronomy, 20: 19) 

"And the desolate land shall be tilled, whereas it lay desolate in the sight of 
all that passed by. And they shall say, this land that was desolate is become 
like the garden of Eden ... " (Ezekiel, 36: 34-35) 

"Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that the plowman shall overtake the reaper, 
and the treader of grapes him that soweth the seed; and the mountains shall drop 
sweet wine, and all the hills shall melt. And I will return from captivity my 
people of Israel; and they shall build the waste cities and inhabit them, and 
they shall plant vineyards and drink the wine thereof, they shall also make gar
dens and eat the fruit of them. And I will plant them upon their land ... " 

(Amos, 9: 13-15) 

"And they shall build houses and inhabit them; and they shall plant vineyards, and 
eat the fruit of them." (Isaiah, 65: 21) 

"For the Lord thy God bringeth thee into a good land, a 
of fountains and depths, springing forth in valleys and 
and barley, and vines and fig-trees and pomegranates; a 
honey." 

land of brooks of water, 
hills; a land of wheat 
land of olive-trees and 

(Deuteronomy, 8: 7-8) 

"And when you shall come into the land, and shall have planted all manner of trees ... " 
(Leviticus, 19: 23) 

FROM THE TALMUD AND THE MIDRASHIM 

"At times the rain falls because of the merits of a single man, at times because 
of a single field, at times because of a single blade of grass." 

(Talmud Yerushalmi, Ta'anit) 

"The Holy One Blessed Be He, said to Israel: Even though you find the land filled 
with abundance, you shall not say: 'We shall dwell and not concern ourselves with 
planting,' but as others planted for you, so shall you plant for your children." 

Rabbi Yochanan ben Zakkai used to say: 
and be suddenly told that the Messiah 
wards go to welcome the Redeemer." 

(Vayikrah Raba, 28) 

If you should have a sapling in your hand 
has come, plant the sapling first and after

(Ta'anit, 5) 

"It is forbidden to dwell in a city that has no garden it it." 
(Talmud Yerushalmi) 

* * * * * * * * * * * * 

The above is from NEW YEAR OF THE TREES Selected Rescources compiled by Hava Ben-Zvi, 
Librarian, Jewish Community Library. This booklet also contains stories, poetry, 
suggested activities; and may be purchased for $3.00. Make check payable to Jewish 
Community Library and send to Jewish Community Library of Jewish Federation Council, 
6505 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles, California 90048. 
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FILMSTRIPS FOR TU B'SHEVAT 

THE ALMOND TREE THE BIRTHDAY OF 
Delightful 

of Tu B'shevat. 
umc 

childrens story of an almond tree and its celebration 
Two filmstrips together--one English, one Hebrew. 

Color 24 frames 

GRANDFATHERS WORLD 
Based on a quartet of stories: If not higher--Peretz; New Year 

of the trees--S. Ben Zion; Greens for Shavuot--Sholom Aleichem. 
Portrayed are aspects of Jewish life in Eastern Europe during the 
latter part of the 19th century. Excellent artwork. 
Jewish Educ. Comm. of N.Y. B & W 52 frames 

HANUKKAH AND TU BISHEVAT 
Hanukkah & Tu B'shevat celebration in Israel, traditional 

customs and newly created observances. 
Dept. of Educ. & Culture Color 53 frames 

MY TREE IN THE BAR KOCHBA FOREST 
Story of an 11 year old American boy, David, who wishes to plant 

a tree with his own hands in the Bar Kochba Forest in Israel. David 
begins by learning about this project at home; then, in Jerusalem 
goes to the J.N.F. building and to the Bar Kochba Forest. Good film
strip to introduce Tu B'shevat. 
Jewish National Fund Color 52 frames 

NEW VISTAS IN THE NORTH 
Story of government of Israel and Jewish Agency and J.N.F.'s 

endeavor to reclaim the Galilee from its wilderness to make its 
soil fertile and develop forests, thus strengthening security of 
Israel's northern borders. 
Jewish National Fund Color 75 frames 

A SEDER FOR TU B'SHEVAT 
This filmstrip on Tu B'Shevat can be used as a group involvement 

project or for presentation before an audience. 
Neat Kedumim Color 46 frames 

A TREE GROWS IN ISRAEL 
The Jewish National Fund presents an overview of 

afforestation in Israel. 
Jewish National Fund Color 

TU B'SHVAT 

49 frames 

Filmstrip is divided into 4 sections dealing with various 
elements of Tu B'shevat: I. Mishnaic Days; II. In Cabalistic 
tradition; III. In the diaspora; IV. In rebuilt Israel. Captions 
in Hebrew and English. 
Neat Kedurnirn Color 51 frames 
For availability--contact the following sources. 

Neot Kedumim, Ltd., distributed by Israel Cultural Foundation, 
4 East 54th St., New York, N.Y. 10022 

Dept. of Education and Culture of the American Zionist Culture, 
515 Park Avenue, New York, New York 10022 

Jewish Education Committee of New York, Inc. 
426 West 58th St., New York, N.Y. 10019 

Grade Level 

Kindergarten, 
primary and 
aleph 

Jr. High/up 

Jr. & Sr. High 
Adults 

all grades 

Intermediate 
and up 

High school 
and up 

Intermediate 
and up 

Jr. and Senior 
High 
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PURIM IN THE LIBRARY 
by Rita Frischer, Librarian 

Sinai Temple Library 

JAN. /FEB. 1982 

The holiday of Purim gives us the opportunity to introduce lessons from many 
ideational aspects. For example: Anti-semitism 

Tolerance 
Self-defense 
Minority status 
Revenge and forgiveness 
Role of the Jewish woman 

Following is a project based on the last of these ideas, the Jewish woman and 
her role as perceived in Jewish literature. This project is not for young 
children but is intended for Adult Education, a Sisterhood program, or a Youth 
program or assembly honoring women. It would be appropriate to begin this 
Reading Dramatics Project at Purim time, and present the resulting program on 
Mother's Day or at the end of the year. 

Method: 

Each person participating will select a book to read and become intimately 
familiar with the personality and character of the heroine of that book think
ing about her drives and conflicts, her relationships with those in her life 
and the special problems she has coping with her world. The objective is to 
take on the fictional identity as much as possible, speaking, acting and 
reacting as she would. Non-fiction can also be culled for excerpts or back
ground. 

The resultant dramatization could take two different forms: 

1. A narrative thread or logical order could hold individual readings 
into a dramatically involving program. The readings would be chosen 
to best illuminate the woman being portrayed and could involve a 
single appearance by each character (as in the play Spoon River 
Anthology) or an interplay of personalities with intermittent 
reappearances by the women involved. Narrative, if used at all, 
should be minimal. 

· 2. A second alternative would be to follow the format of Steve Allen's 
program "Meeting of the Minds 11 and have a panel of these fictional 
females (preferably but not necessarily in costume) discussing some 
rather controversial topic--or the general one of the role of women 
in Judaism. This approach would not involve readings (unless the 
book contained a definitive speech giving the character's stand on 
the issue being discussed). Instead, participants would be obligated 
to join in the discussion giving not their ~ opinions but those of 
the women they are pretending to be and reacting to other's state
ments as their characters would be likely to react. 

Some Suggested Books with Female Protagonists: 

Biblical: SARAH AND AFTER - Banks, Doubleday, 1975 
THE TENTH MEASURE - Segal, St. Martin's Press, 1980; Berkeley pb 1981 

Continued on page 8 
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PURIM IN THE LIBRARY con. 

Through the Ages: GLUCKEL OF HAMELIN - by Herself 
THE BOOKS OF RACHEL - Gross, Seaview, 1979 
THE SLAVE - Singer 
WRITTEN OUT OF HISTORY - Henry & Taitz, Bloch, 1978 

Immigrants: BREADGIVERS - Yezierska, Venture, 1975 or 
THE OPEN CAGE - Yezierska, Persea 1979 

A BINTEL BRIEF - Volumes 1 and 2 
JEWISH GRANDMOTHERS - Kramer & Masur 

Holocaust: ANNE FRANK: DIARY OF A YOUNG GIRL 
FRAGMENTS OF ISABELLA - Leitner, Crowell, 1978 
ALL BUT MY LIFE - Klein 
CHILDREN OF THE HOLOCAUST - Epstein 

United States: AMERICAN-JEWISH WOMEN: A DOCUMENTARY HISTORY - Marcus, Ktav, 1981 
THE WOMAN WHO LOST HER NAMES - Mazow, ed. 
SADIE SHAPIRO IN MIAMI - Kimmel 
FOUR DAYS - Goldreich, Harcourt, 1980 
GENERATION WITHOUT MEMORY - Roiphe, Simon & Shuster, 1981 

Israel: RAQUELA, WOMAN OF ISRAEL - Gruber 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

WELCOME TO NEW AND RENEWING MEMBERS : 

ARMON, SHULAMIT (  
 Van Nuys, Ca. 91411 

Lbrn., Temple Israel of Hollywood 
Library, 7300 Hollywood Blvd. 
Hollywood, Ca~ 91411 (213-876-8330) 

FEDER, PEGGY  

 
Lbrn., Temple Beth Shalom 
3635 Elm, Long Beach, Ca. 90807 
(213-424-9094; 213-426-6413) 

KUHN, HANNAH R.  
  

Lbrn., The Roue of the Book 
The Brandeis-Bardin Institute 
Brandeis, Calif. 93064 
(213-348-7201; 805-526-1131) 

LABELSON, LINDA  
 

 
* Hebrew Academy-Lubavitch 

14401 Willow Lane, Westminster, Ca. 92683 
(714-898-0051) 

LOEWRY, KATE NAOMI  
 

Lbrn., Jewish Community Library 
Bureau of Jewish Ed., 639 14th Ave. 
San Francisco, Ca. 94118 
(415-751-6983 x29) 

SCHNEIR, NANETTE  

 

\~EINGART, DORIS  
 

Consultant, Philip Kustner Library 
Temple Beth El, 2675 Central Ave. 
Riverside, Ca. 92506 (714-684-4511) 

YESK, MARIANNE  
 
 

Lbrn., Shir Ha-M'alot Harbor Reform 
Temple Library 
2100 Mar Vista, Newport Beach, 
Newport Beach, Ca. 92660 
(714-644-7203) 
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AJLSC PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS -- December 14, 1981 

After some kind opening remarks about being very pleased to speak to our 
Association in the friendly surroundings of Jack Roth's Bookstore, Malka Drucker 
charmed us with her warm explanation of why she writes what she writes. 

"I like to hook kids on the reasons for the rituals, why we light the 
candles, why we eat certain foods or the mystery of the sound of the Shofar." 
It is important to her to catch the joy and sweetness of the holiday because 
that is what will be remembered. The rituals and the correct blessings will 
come right along with the joy. 

Ms. Drucker has just finished the fourth of a series of children's books 
on the Jewish holidays for a secular publisher. Her goal is not so much to 
teach about the holidays as to express her own joy in these celebrations. Her 
publishers are giving her enthusiastic support in this direction since they 
feel that the happiness of holiday experiences is universal to all children. 
Jewish publishers seem to have more of an obligation to make their books 
instructional and Malka did not feel that she wanted to write along those lines. 

Before her holiday books, Ms. Drucker wrote several books about baseball. 
Her explanation was that when she was about ten, which is the time in her child
hood which she best remembers, "I lived and -died for the New York Giants!" 
Thus, two of the things that had special importance to her then were baseball 
and the Jewish holidays. They were both intense and intriguing parts of her 
life as she was growing up. 

She said that every book she writes is solving a problem. Basically she 
asks what is it that draws her to the subject. '~at interests me about a 
certain ballplayer? What is he like?" Or, why has this holiday endured for so 
long? Why has our tradition lasted for so long? 

When Malka started to write her first book on Hanukkah, she did worry about 
getting all the information correct, much more so than when she was interviewing 
baseball players. She knew that many holiday books had already been published, 
and she realized that the most important thing she could offer was her own 
enthusiasm and freshness about the material. She likes to bring a variety of 
reasons and ideas to the interpretation of the holiday, to open it up for the 
reader. She admits to getting a fine feeling of satisfaction as she finishes 
each one. 

Our second speaker of the evening was Jack Roth who hosted our meeting. 
Mr. Roth is not only an expert on the books that he sells, but has a personal 
collection of rare and beautiful publications. He brought some of his favorites 
to share with the Association at our meeting. 

One item from his collection is a Yiddish life of Charlie Chaplin which 
lists and critiques all of his movies. It includes photographs of the films and 
was published in 1944. He also showed two beautiful facsimile Haggadahs: the 
Birds' Head Haggadah in which the illuminator substituted a bird's head for 
each human face in order not to break the second commandment, and a facsimile 
copy of the Golden Haggadah which was reproduced with real gold leaf and a 
beautifully handtooled leather cover. He also showed a Book of Ruth illustrated 
by Szyk and a miniature book from the collection of Franklin D. Roosevelt. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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TV LIBRARY OF JUDAISM BEING ESTABLISHED 

The Union of American Hebrew Congregations (UAHC) announced that it is 
establishing in New York City a "television library of Judaism," the first 
of its kind in the world. 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, UAHC president, said the television 
collection, which will be housed at the union's headquarters at 838 Fifth 
Avenue, could eventually contain several thousand selections dealing with 
Jewish culture, history and religious practice, as well as interviews with 
major Jewish personalities. 

Rabbi Daniel S~e, current director of education for UAHC, will head 
the newly formed Television and Film Institute that will direct the library. 

One of the video cassettes to be released is of a conversation between 
Rabbi Schindler and Prime Minister,Menachem Begin. Others are "Emmy: A 
Journey From the Past," about a survivor of the Holocaust and her experiences, 
and, "Choosing Judaism: Some Personal Perspectives," in which four men and 
women discuss their conversion to Judaism. 

Also available from the library will be programs for use in Jewish schools. 
The videotaped selections will be available for use in synagogues, for purchase 
by individuals, and for showing via satellite or on local cable television 
channels. Jewish writers, actors, musicians and technicians will be asked to 
help create the television library. 

Another Jewish organization, The YIVO Institute for Jewish Research in New 
York, said it would use video technology to preserve photographs and films 
documenting Jewish life in prewar Eastern Europe. They are beginning to 
transfer 120,000 photographs to videodisks, and plan to store on the disks 
selections from prewar films taken by travelers to Eastern Europe. The institute 
also hopes to find people who were present during the filming or lived in the 
countries filmed, and who can describe the scenes in the old movies. "In many 
cases, the films taken by American travelers in prewar Europe are the only 
motion pictures ever taken of certain places," said Josh Waletzky, director of 
the videodisk project. By reaching families who donated the films, it is 
often possible to find people who can identify those in the films, Mr. Waletzky 
said. 

From an article written by Charles Austin, 
New York Times, December 29, 1981 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

AMEN! 

From Mary Maker, serials and acquisitions coordinator at Missouri Western State 
College, comes a plaint more than familiar to any weary acquisitions librarian: 
The Publisher is my Tormentor, I shall not smile; He maketh me to work all day 
at my desk. He leadeth me astray with misnumbered issues; His Roman numerals 
confound me. He changeth titles over and over for His own sake. Yea, when I 
walk through the shadow of missing or irregular issues, I can find no respite; 
for He has moved; He answereth not my letters nor uses the correct mailing label. 
He starteth not when I ask and quitteth before it is time; my work never endeth. 
Rising prices and duplicate issues shall follow me all the days of my life and 
I shall moan in the library forever. 

From the Acquisitive Librarian 
Vol. II, No. 4 
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REVIEWS of ADULT BOOKS 
by Muriel Moster, Volunteer 

Sinai Temple Library 

JAN. /FEB. 1982 

Abrahams, Peter. The Fury of Rachel Monette. New York, Macmillan Publishing Co., 
1980. 310 p. 

This novel cannot be classified as a 11Jewish 11 book. It is the rather 
contrived story of a Jewish woman whose non-Jewish husband is killed shortly 
after publishing a book about the Jews in France during the Hitler era. 
Then her five year old son disappears. The book follows her odyssey while 
she searches for him. Although she bases her modus op~randi on a document 
found in her husband's safe deposit box, her adventures leave the reader 
mystified. Meanwhile, in Israel we are told about a member of the Knesset who 
is apparently an ex-Nazi who is somehow connected to the missing child. 

The plot is not credible. The reader will in all likelihood also experi
ence "fury11 at the time wasted in figuring out the possibility of the whole 
event happening. This reviewer feels that a Jewish library can do without 
this book. 

Freeman, Cynthia. No Time For Tears. New York, Arbor House, 1981. 411 p. 
$14.95 

In Cynthia Freeman's latest novel, the reader experiences life in 
Palestine from the years before World War I to the founding of the state of 
Israel in 1948. Chavela and David are immigrants from the pograms and poverty 
of Odessa in 1905. The lives of the members of their large family are used as 
a canvas against which events are depicted. 

Married just before leaving Russia, Chavela and David are strongly 
determined to fulfill their dreams: his, for the creation of a Jewish homeland; 
hers, for the comforts and economic security only America can offer. 

Freeman draws on the history of Palestine, delving deeply into the dramatic 
struggles and hardships engaged in by Jabotinsky, Trumpeldor and the Aaronsons 
with both the Turks and the British. The book's strongest points come primarily 
from this overview of our history in this century an~ because of it, No Time For 
Tears is on a higher level than some of Freeman's previous books. 

At times, however, one wonders: Was the anniversary waltz played back in 
1928? Was the term "Holocaust" used during World War I? Would a concentration 
camp survivor be likely to possess her mother's ·Bible, a silk dress, and a 
glamorous peignoir? Overall, despite such lapses, this is a worthwhile book for 
Jewish libraries. 

Lasky, Jr., Jesse L. and Pat Silver. The Offer. Garden City, N.Y., Doubleday & 
Co., Inc.,. 1981. 656 p. $15.95. 

The authors have done a highly commendable amount of research in this novel 
about places, people and passions,~hat were Palestine. Interwoven in the story 
are the historical events and turmoil of pre-state Israel as they affect two 
families, one Arab and one Jewish, who are allied for generations in world-wide 
banking and business interests. 

Changing social and political events in the embattled land threaten the 
unity between the many members of both families. Both Arab and Jew suffered 

Please turn to page 12 
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under Turkish rule. Further divergence of ideas and feelings emerge under the 
British Mandate. A homeland for Arabs and the Jews already there was one 
thing, but Zionism and a refuge for European Jewry fleeing persecution was 
another. 

Individual family members on both sides force matters into the open. Some 
become extremists, break with tradition, and thereby affect the lives of many 
others. Strong emotions evoke blind loyalty in some people, while others main
tain respect and consideration for both sides. The human conflicts, love 
affairs, and involvements with history are strongly depicted. Characterizations 
of the many involved are exciting and the family trees at the beginning of the 
book are a great help. 

The authors have given us a turbulent history from both the Arab and Jewish 
viewpoints. Little is left out as we read of Herzl's beliefs, Weizmann's work, 
Jabotinsky's struggles, Trumpeldor's heroism, the Balfour Declaration and its 
English-Jewish opponents, the tragedies of the early Haganah, and other high
lights in Israel's history leading up to its victory in 1967. 

Lasky and Silver have written a very worthwhile book. It is a novel of 
the interrelationship between two peoples showing that both Arabs and Jews often 
have divided houses and loyalties as well as strong pride. The reader gains 
greater understanding of underlying political currents. We are forced to con
sider the selfishness of governments, the mistakes their representatives often 
make, and the hardships inflicted by powerful rulers on the masses. 

Orde, Lewis. Heritage. New York, Arbor House, 1981. 416 p. $14.50. 

The title is misleading. The flyleaf leads the reader to believe that the 
heritage of the main characters is respected and preserved. If the family in 
this book exemplified our heritage, it would not be worth inheriting. 

Perhaps the author wanted to pay homage to men like Mickey Cohen or "Bugsy" 
Siegel by creating a Jewish protagonist who lived his life as a racketeer, in
volved in illegal businesses, gambling, bookmaking, murder, and violence. 

There is nothing "Jewish" about this book, other than the fact that two 
brothers and a sister flee Germany in 1931 after one of them kills a Nazi (not 
a Russian, as the flyleaf states). On arrival in England, Lazar uses his 
ability as a bookkeeper to gain upward mobility in the quickest way possible: by 
wheeling and dealing in shady, sordid operations. 

This book reminds us sadly of Haim Nahman Bialik's comment that the Jewish 
people would normality when there are Jewish prostitutes and thieves. While it 
may make for exciting reading, there is nothing to commend this book for a 
Jewish library, except the moral that gangsters eventually get their just 
desserts, even Jewish ones. 

Tammuz, Benjamin. Minotaur. New York, The New American Library, Inc., 1980. 
210 p. Translated by Kim Parfitt and Mildred Budny. 

Fans of this Israeli author will not be disappointed in his newest novel 
which combines espionage with an unusual love story. The book is well-contructed, 
the style unique, the plot different and imaginative. However, material of 
"Jewish" interest is sparse and the insight we get about life in Israel is 
minimal. 
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REVIEWS of ADULT BOOKS con. 

Roiphe, Anne. Generation Without Memory: A Jewish Journey in Christian America. 
New York, Simon & Schuster, 1981. 221 p. $11.95. 

What the reader is privy to in this book are the innermost thoughts and 
feelings of a Jewish woman who is struggling to make an accommodation between 
her preference for being an emancipated universalist and her ethnic heritage 
which is deeply rooted in her psyche. 

With honesty and intelligence, Roiphe explores her ambivalence regarding 
life in the United States as a melting pot, the modern approach of all peoples 
living in an integrated society, and the humanist feeling for those of every 
religious background with her apprehensions and anxiety as a Jew. The questions 
she delves into are at the heart of our being as Jewish people. She spares her
self no criticism. She admits her dissatisfaction with her spiritual life, 
admitting to having a Christmas tree each year. Yet, she appreci~tes Jewish 
culture and has great admiration for well-known, observant Jewish families. 

While she does ramble from the present to the past, from philosophy to 
psychoanalysis, from history to Holocaust, from the personal to the objective, 
she does this with sensitivity in her attempt to clarify the values and 
essence of all peoples. She cannot reconcile herself to the low status Judaism 
has traditionally accorded its women, stifling and inhibiting their growth. 
While the world at large is very important to her, she cannot separate herself 
from Jewish peoplehood. 

Reading Anne Roiphe's book is like having a very meaningful conversation 
with a close friend who understands the complexities of living as an American 
Jew and takes us into her confidence as she continues her serious search for 
meaningful answers. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

PRESIDENT'S CORNER con. 

meet with our colleagues and share our problems and satisfactions, thereby learning 
to make the latter outnumber the former. 

2. Do you need a "Library Lift?" Are you ready to burn down your library rather 
than confront that confusion of books and papers one more time? We discussed the 
possibility of a Library "Emergency Squad" -- a group of AJLSC members (4 or 5) 
who would come out to a library for a day to do whatever is most pressing, 
whether it be typing, processing, or simply brainstorming the worst of your 
problems to cure the paralysis that sets in when the backlog seems just too over
whelming. Of course, we would have to make sure the system was reciprocal, per
haps by establishing it on a barter group format where you would volunteer to 
help some other librarian and accrue credits for people to come and help you. You 
know the old saying ... "Many hands make light work." Perhaps we can keep our 
enthusiasm higher by sharing each other's burdens, as the old settlers used to 
share barn-raisings and harvesting of crops. Do you like this idea and would you 
be willing to participate? Please let me know. Call or write me at Sinai Temple, 
10400 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles 90024 (213) 474-1518, extension 39. 
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THE REFERENCE INTERVIEW 

A One-Act Play 
by 

D. H. Figueredo 

Characters: A reference librarian 
A library user 

Scene: A medium-sized library 
Time: The present 

JAN. /FEB. 1982 

(When curtains open, we see library user standing by the card catalog, looking 
for the reference desk. He sees it and walks over to it, where he waits 
silently for a few seconds. The librarian, busy filling out book orders, does 
not notice the user. The user coughs and the librarian then looks up •.••• ) 

Librarian: May I help you? 
User: Yes. Have you a book of matches? 
L: (rising from desk) A book of matches? 
U: Yes. 
L: Fine, there should be a number of sources available on the subject. Are 

you interested in a particular kind of matches? 
U: No, just a book of matches. 
L: Would you like something to use here or take out? 
U: Oh, to use here. 
L: Very good. We could then use reference books, pamphlets, magazine articles, 

depending on how much you need. 
U: Uh, uh. 
L: We still have to narrow it down, though. Sounds like a very interesting 

topic, but it's kind of broad. 
U: Excuse me? 
L: Are you interested in the history of matches? The economical aspects? 
U: I just want a book of matches. 
L: I understand. But, you see, there's too much information on the subject, so 

what we need to do is concentrate on an aspect of it. 
U: I don't understand. 
L: Well, is this for a term paper? 
U: No. 
L: Book report? 
U: No. 
L: A clas·s assignment? 
U: No. 
L: I~ this for you or someone else? 
U: For me, of course. 
L: What do you wish to do with a book of matches? 
U: I want to use it. 
L: For a report? 
U: No, to light up a cigarette. 
L: A cigarette? 
U: Yes. 
L: Smoking cigarette? 
U: Yes. 
L: Oh, I see. Well, ••• I'm sorry, but no smoking is allowed here. 
U: Okay. Thank you, anyhow. (walks away) 
L: By the way, have you heard about our inter-library loan •••• 

(Curtain closes.) 
Danilo Figueredo (D.H. Figueredo) 
803 27th St., Union City, N.J.(8/79) 

"The u;~N,~A;~B,~A,~S"•H"l>E'l'•D Librarian, Number 33 Page ·15 
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A JEWISH DATABASE??? 

Imagine this scene ••• 

A teacher wanmyou, the librarian, to prepare a multimedia bibliography for a 
3-4-session 6th-grade unit on American Jewish history, Civil War period. 

Your card catalog leads you quickly to "American Jewish history", and then your 
work begins. You check your resources for chapters/sections/maps on students' reading 
level •••• pour through general Jewish history books for additional information •••• look 
for illustrations of life during that period of time •••• research Jews who lived then 
andcheck biographies and biographical dictionaries for entries •••• peruse primary source 
materials for speeches and diaries that can make that period come alive •••• check film
filmstrip-video catalogs •••• make phone calls to local teachers resource centers for 
games on Jews during Civil War period and other unpublished curricular materials that 
might have lesson ideas •••• study American Jewish Archives and American Jewish Historical 
Society journals and loan booklets for articles and documentsQ ••• set aside some children's 
fiction books •••• go through short story t~ks of contents for story to introduce subject ••• 

FUN? Of course! YOU LOVE IT! But - how successful were you in finding enough 
of those bits and pieces of information just geared to your needs? Did you have the 
time to do the kind of search you really wanted to do? Do you have a good typist? 

INSTEAD -- how would you like to sit down at something resembling a typewriter 
(i.e. a computer terminal costing about $750) and type. the words, "American Jewish 
history," "Grade 6," "1854-1869," "all media" and "parts of materials," and almost 
immediately on the paper is the beginning of a multimedia bibliography of potential 
materials. You select the items you want, type "Print" and the computer prints your 
list, complete with descriptions and evaluations if you wish. Then, you can either 
use the list "as is" or be even more selective. You don't have to own all the materials 
because there's a built-in "document delivery service." The computer tells you the 
name of the closest library from whom you can request an interlibrary loan; or gives 
you information on how to order a paper copy of the text or a microfiche copy (a film 
of the text in greatly reduced size for projection on a microfiche reader). With 
technological advances, soon the computer will be able to print the whole text of the 
document, if you need the item immediately! 

This scenario is not a "utopia", because an ad hoc group just met at Stephens. 
1\fi.se Temple Library in Los Angeles, in Decenber, to set up a framework for this 
national computerized Jewish bibliographic database! A "database" is an organized 
collection of information committed to a computer. You might think of it as a giant 
automated card catalog. Yourtelephone receiver, which fits into your computer terminal, 
is connected via communication lines to a computer somewhere in the United States, 
where the Jewish data will be stored. 

Already, there are at least two Jewish databases, e.g., the Responsa Literature 
database created by Bar Ilan University in Israel (now partners with Institute for 
Computers in Jewish Life from whom you can access the Hebrew text), and Mekasher, 
the Jewish education human resource database by Coalition for Alternatives in Jewish 
Education, described in AJLSC LIBRARY LIGHT, Sept/Oct 1981, page 6. 

Hundreds of databases exist in the general information field, e.g., Dissertation 
Abstracts, Psych Abstracts, ERIC, New York Times Index, many of which contain some 
Jewish data. These databases were designed independent:W, so it takes months to learn 
the various search strategies to retrieve Jewish data effectively. They also deal 
\vith whole books or journal articles, not with parts of books that we need when 
working with young people or the average adult. Since general databasesdeal with the 
entire body of knowledge in that discipline, Jewish materials are grouped together under 
broad headings making specific subjects difficult to retrieve. 
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I was fortunate enough to be in the right place at the right time with just 
enough intellectual curiosity and technological knowledge to result in my serving 
as a catalyst for the creation of our Jewish database. Sherman Poska (Omaha) ;pro~ided me 

with information and served as sounding board, and Stu Kelman (Los Angeles) encouraged 
me to act on my ideas. At the Conferences on Alternatives in Jewish Education, I met 
others eni>arking on computerization projects, who were ~.:;tger to work cooperatively 
to avoid overlap/duplication and provide a much-needed service to the Jewish community. 

So far, those involved are representatives of Jewish Educational Services o£ 
North America (formerly American Assn. for Jewish Education) --the national umbrella 
group for Jewish education; New York Board of Jewish Education; Institute for Compu
ters in Jewish Life; Hebrew Union College-JIR, Los Angeles; University of Judaism; 
Coalition for Alternatives in Jewish Education; A. B. Data, Milwaukee; and national 
Association of Jewish Libraries, which I represent. 

Informal meetings in all parts of the country during the past 1~ years led finally 
to our Los Angeles working meeting last month. To serve as consultant, I invited 
Joseph Becker--described in an ALA author's blurb as an "international authority in 
the field of library automation and information science" whom I fortuitously met at 
a continuing education program at USC Library School. Rick Burke of AJLSC, experienced 
in database searching, is also working with us; others will be invited to join as we 
move ahead. 

Our i~~ediate goal is to seek funding for a pilot project on a specific topic-
one. that will demonstrate the design, versatility and usefulness of our data to the 
Jew1sh cotnmunity. If successful, we'll then move forward on the main database. 

Some of.benefits will be: The ability to identif~ locate, and obtain materials as 
n~eded; pr1nted multimedia bmliographies, always current• subject cataloging informa-
t1on· a syste of · t• · h ' ' _ m commun1ca 1ng w1t other libraries; access to unpublished materials 
tfhroughout ~he country; etc. In addition, a Jewish database will provide new J"obs 
or profess1onal librarians 'th J · h · · Wl_ a ewls stud1es spec1alty and technology background. 

manOur Jewish database will take a lot of hard work, dedication and determination and 
y, many years to complete ••• but the benefits and spin-offs should be tremend~us. 
It's all very, very exciting~! 

--Barbara Leff 
Head Librarian, Stephen s. 
President, Assn. of Jewish 

Wise Temple I 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Libraries (national) 
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