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PRESIDENT'S CORNER 

As you can see from our cover page, our first meeting of the year will be 
on the important topics of community resources and involvement. Our speakers, 
Hynda Rudd, first Los Angeles City Archivist in over 100 years, and Sue Curzon, 
of the Los Angeles County Library's Jewish Book Month committee, are precursors 
of what we hope will be a number of programs bringing us secular resources and 
knowledge that we can adapt to our needs. 

In this instance, Ms. Rudd's presentation on documents, and their implica
tions in terms of the Jewish place in California history, would be an excellent 
session for teachers to attend along with librarians, especially since copies of 
documents will be distributed for use in teaching and/or. displays. 

The county's Jewish Book Month plans, which Ms. Curzon will share with us, 
were inspired by an AJLSC sponsored city-wide Jewish Book Month celebration a 
couple of years ago. This involved all county and city libraries, many schools 
and universities and a number of bookstores. As an aftermath to AJLSC's effort, 
the County has not only formed a special committee to plan program aids for the 
observance of Jewish Book Month throughout the more than 90 branches; it is also 
emphasizing a special permanent Judaica collection at its Culver City branch. 

AJLSC's outreach into the community has also resulted in the city's Los 
Angeles Public Library (LAPL) making plans to fill 15 display cases in Central 
Library with Judaica during the month of November, thereby honoring Jewish books 
and Jewish culture. The Library has asked AJLSC and the Jewish community for 
help in collecting objects of interest so their artist can make this a truly out
standing display (see LAPL's letter, next page). I urge each of you to solicit 
loans for this exhibit and telephone or mail a description of the objects or 
books to Marge Gersh, Day School Librarian at Stephen S. Wise Temple, 15500 
Stephen Wise Drive, Los Angeles 90024, (213) 476-8561 I 272-7831 I 788-4778. 

We hope to have items collected by the end of the holidays so Ms. Ahlstrom, 
the artist, and sub-committee members can examine them and plan exhibits accord
ingly. The exhibit will open November 9th. 

Our Program Vice-President, Jo Ann Lesser, is already working on a multi
interest workshop format for a mid-winter meeting, perhaps in conjunction with 
the Bureau and involving in-service credit. We should have more definite 
information by the October 26th meeting. 

I look fonvard to an exciting and productive year working with, and for, 
you all. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Dear Members and Friends: 

The new year is beginning! Now is the time to renew your annual membership 
to the AJLSC. If you are not already a member, we invite you to join our Associa
tion. Meetings are held bi-monthly on Monday evenings. 

Dues are $15 annually (fiscal year) and include a subscription to LIBRARY 
LIGHT which has a wealth of information and practical ideas. To join, please 
complete the enclosed membership form and send it with a check to our treasurer. 

We look forward to your being part of the Association. 

Sincerely, 
Sharon Goldberg, Membership Vice-President 
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September 10, 1981 

Librarian 

Blvd. 
90024 

Dear Mrs. Frischer: 

THOMAS E. ALFORD 
ASSISTANT CiTY LIBRARIAN 

I am writing to confirm Los Angeles Public Library's 
participation in the celebration of Jewish Book Month. 
The Central Library will exhibit books and realia from 
November 9-28, 1981. Vve are pleased to be able to work 
with the Association of Jewish Librarians of Southern 
California to bring this about. I hope that you will be 
able to help us locate people from whom we may borrow 
old and rare books and other materials to display. 

Jews have played an important part in the history of 
Los Angeles. In the city's Bicentennial Year, we would 
like to devote our display space to a recognition both 
of the age-old Jewish love of books, and the contributions 
which Jews have made to this community. 

Since5--e-s-y, _ £J /J_/ 
7::f;ttMtcf_ ;~/~] 
ine Ahlstrom, 
ection Development Manager 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
CURRENT EXHIBIT AT SKIRBALL MUSEUM 

Danzig 1939: Treasures of A Destroyed Community is at the Hebrew Union College 
Skirball Museum till December 13, 1981. This major exhibition presents one of 
the few Jewish communal collections to survive the Nazi Holocaust. In the spring 
of 1939, cognizant of the impending destruction of their community, the leaders 
of Danzig Jewry shipped their Judaic art treasures to the Jewish Theological 
Seminary in New York for safekeeping, with the proviso that the objects were to 
be returned after the war, if the community survived. History, of course, made 
that desire a tragic impossibility. Consisting for the most part of significant 
seventeenth, eighteenth, and nineteenth century Judaica objects, the collection 
is a tribute to the vibrant Jewish life of the Danzig community and a testimony 
to the indomitable urge for survival in the face of extinction. 

For further information concerning this exhibit and special events associated 
-- ~ ....... 1-. ~· ...... ~ ~ 1 1 7 ;, a~ ':l ;, 'J ;, 
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J E W I S H BOOK MONTH 

Nov. 20-Dec. 20, 1981 

BOOK MONTH KITS ARE READY 

The 1981 Jewish Book Month kit; which sells for $10, consists of two full-color 
12"xl8" adult interest posters and two full-color 10%:"xl8" children's posters. 
Also included are 100 each of bookmarks bearing a list of recommended titles for 
children and a similar list for adults as well as a pamphlet, "Jewish Books In 
Review, May 1980--June 1981, 11 from the JWB Circle. 

If ordered separately, each first poster costs $3 with additional ones at $1; 
initial orders of bookmarks cost $2/100 with additional sets at $1. Order any 
extra items needed along with your kit. 

Send your request for the 1981 Jewish Book Month Kit and your check to 
JWB Jewish Book Council 
15 East 26th Street 
New York, N. Y. 10010 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

PROGRAM IDEAS FOR JEWISH BOOK MONTH 

1. Have a book party: storytelling, talk about the Holy Scriptures, singing, 
talk about care of books. 

20 Act out a favorite story in class. Perform it for others. 

3. Dramatics; book reports; story hours; field trips to Jewish book stores, 
libraries, museums, etca; visits by local book experts (writers, book 
binders, illustrators, book dealers, librarians, publishers,etc,) 

4. Exhibits - a "book corner" arranged by 
their own books from home to be shared 
Make good use of displays to motivate. 
Have suggest~d book lists available. 

the children, perhaps partially of 
during reading or review hoursa 
Use bulletin boards and shelves! 

5" Bookmarks are always popular - or making book jackets for display on the 
bulletin board. Mount all bookmarks entered on poster board and display 
during any Book Month exhibita 

6. Set up a book review panel among some of the more active readers at each 
grade level. Reviews can be written and posted or given orally to class 
during library visits or in classroom. 

7. Have class write a class book--including story, illustrations, cut-outs, 
etc.--and then display them in the libraryo Perhaps each class could 
choose one entry to be printed in the bulletin. 

8. Family story hour: films, stories, puppets, etc., for the whole family. 

9. Reading and role-playing: students interview each other, one playing the 
role of the biographee, the other the reportero 

10. Conduct a book swap among the children. Everyone brings in books they no 
longer want and conduct a trading posto 
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6TH ANNUAL CAJE CONFERENCE -- EXCITING AS USUAL! 

by Barbara Leff, Head Librarian, Stephen S. Wise Temple, Los Angeles 

The Conference on Alternatives in Jewish Education {CAJE) met on the Oberlin 
campus, an hour's drive from Cleveland, at the end of August. It was as high-spirited 
as ever. Jewish educators of all ''persuasions" met together with plenty of opportunity 
for sharing, caring, learning, and enjoying. 

As I made the rounds of the exhibitor's booths, I realized that a wonderful spin-off 
of the CAJE conferences was-- improved quality of Jewish materials. CAJE provides 
the setting where publishers, authors, would-be authors, producers, etc., have the 
opportunity to meet personally and informally with the users and become aware of 
their needs and priorities. Librarian members of CAJE also give needed input. 

Here is a sampling of some of the new materials that caught my eye, as a librarian, 
at the more than 30 exhibitors' booths. BE SURE TO WRITE FOR CATALOGS/BROCHURES. 

A 1 ternat i ves in Re]jg:icus Education, 3945 S. Oneida, Denver, CO 80237 
Continuing their high quality tradition, ARE's new items include 
JEWISH TEACHERS HANDBOOK, VOL.II (chapters on Storytelling, using primary 
source materials, working with adults and elderly); LEARNING CENTER BOOK 
OF BIBLE PEOPLE GRADES 2-4; JEWISH PRESCHOOL TEACHERS HANDBOOK; etc. 

ENJOY-A-BOOK Club, 25 Lawrence Avenue, Lawrence, New York 11559. 
A Jewish children's book club. Six brochures annually, administered through 
school or library, with gifts and free bonuses to libraries based upon 
amount of student participation. 

Jewish National Fund, 42 East 69th Street, New York, N.Y. 10021. 
New, large beautiful poster sets on Trees of Israel. 

The Jewish Bookshelf, P. 0. Box 434, Teaneck, New Jersey 07666. 
Finest collection of Jewish children's books at conference or anywhere. 
Doris Orenstein has read every book and gives honest evaluations. I spent 
a bundle, but feel my children's collection is now up-to-date. Fast delivery. 

Kar-Ben Copies, Inc., 12216 Empire Lane, Rockville, MD 20852. 
For early elementary age, talented Saypol and Wikler have added SIM~AT TORAH 
to their holiday series; LET'S HAVE A PARTY (for holidays). 

KTAV Publishing House, 75 Varick Street, New York, N.Y. 10013 
New hoi iday books include EXPLORING THE JEWISH HOLIDAYS AND CUSTOMS. They 
are also beginning to produce and market Apple computer Jewish software. 

J. Levine Co., 58 Eldridge St., New York, N.Y. 10002. 
They have an exceptional collection of Jewish books in their new, huge store-
as near as yaur mailbox. 

Options Publishing Co., Box 311, Wayne, New Jersey 07470. 
Besides OPTIONS, a Jewish resources newsletter, Betty Singer has produced 
an inexpensive HISTOGRAPH chart of comparative Jewish and world history, 
and FRIENDS OF THE JEW pamphlet listing non-Jews sympathetic to Jewish causes. 

Ressel Books, 44 Dunbow Drive, Chappaqua, N.Y. 10514. 
Seymour Rosse] has left Behrman House and started his own pub] ishing company. 
r.~rH~ w~i~~m~n 1 ~ PROMISF OF A NEW SPRING. a ooem on the Holocaust for elementary 
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Union of American Hebrew Congregat,ions, 838 Fifth Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10021. 
New items include book for young children, MY BODY IS SOMETHING SPECIAL. 

Kohl Jewish Teacher Center, 161 Green Bay Road, Wilmette, IL 60091. 
JEWISH HOLIDAYS AND SHABBAT, represents contributions by Jewish educators 
around the world. 

Under the leadership of Sue Scheps and Ralph Simon, Cleveland AJL had a quality 
display in a corner of the Teachers Center/Library on the Oberlin campus. Besides 
books on Israel, children's liter~1ture, and new reference works, there were filmstrips, 
flannelgraph stories, and other items, including excellent handouts by Ralph. The 
display generated a lot of Interest in library media centers. 

Jewish Media Service/JWB organized a separate media display with scheduled showings 
of new and worthwhile films, reviewed in the Conference program booklet. Perhaps JMS 
will send you a copy of these reviews if you write to them at 15 E. 26th St. N.Y.C. 10010. 

A number of library and media center-oriented workshops (including mine on ••Making 
your Library more Cost-effective") were wel !-attended. We found a lot of interest in 
creating new libraries or improving existing ones. 

Microcomputers were welcomed by those interested in educational technology. Software 
creators and users were continually teaching, demonstrating, and interchanging ideas 
and programs. The potential for computers seems unlimited; emphasis was on aiding 
classroom instruction not on replacing the teacher. Mobilizing resources for our 
relatively small national Jewish audience, the CAJE task force (which I co-chair) 
decided to concentrate on Apple computers, promote creation of software therefor, 
and publish a newsletter on educational technology for CAJE members. 

MEKASHER, the first human resource databank for Jewish educators, was published 
and distributed at CAJE-Oberlin. This experimental edition of the computerized 
Jewish learning network for sharing of educational needs, problems, solutions, and 
information, includes names and addresses of 11 experts'' in areas of interest to 
librarians: Jewish Reference Works, Library and Media Support Services, Literature, 
Audio-Visual, Educational Technology, and Research Approach, along with subject 
specialists in Jewish studies areas, educational formats and settings. MEKASHEk is an 
excellent resource for help~ CAJE and Rabbi Stuart Kelman (of HUC-Los Angeles) deserve 
congratulations for pioneering this project. 

A highlight was CAJE'S free midnight showing of the new film, THE CHOSEN, in exchange 
for our completing a questionnaire--the answers to be used by educators in preparing 
a teacher's guide. Our special audience of Jewish educators enthusiastically applauded 
the film, scheduled for late October release nationwide. Some libraries are already 
stocking up on copies of Potok's THE CHOSEN, anticipating large demands since the movie 
follows the book quite well and should generate some lively discussions. 

Some of the outstanding evening entertainment--Singer Debbie Friedman, Farbrangen 
Fiddlers, theatrical Sally Fox, and others may be coming out for West Coast CAJE program. 

For me, a special treat following the conference was a pot-luck dinner in my honor 
(as national AJL president) by the Cleveland AJL group, at the home of Ralph Simon. 

I also visited a number of Cleveland libraries with Ralph and Miriam Leikind, who send 
their regards to all their Los Angeles friends. 

All in all, it was a very good conference and the weather was great! I greatly 
appreciated Stephen Wise Temple's sending me to Oberlin, and look forward to next year 
--someplace on the east coast (Massachusetts and Delaware current possibilities). 
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ASSOCIATION OF JEWISH LIBRARIES CONVENTION REPORT 

by Rita Frischer, Librarian, Sinai Temple 

Last June, I attended the 16th annual convention of the Association of Jewish 
Libraries (AJL) held at Grossinger's, New York, both as AJLSC president and as 
president of the Synagogue, School and Center Division of the national group. 
This conclave of over 170 people, represented twenty-five per cent of AJL's total 
membership and attracted many fine exhibitors and book people from New York. I 
could not monitor all the workshops and activities, but I want to share with you 
some of the highlights I remember. 

Faced with a broad membership spectrum, possessing. talent and knowledge 
from sub-minimal to phenomenal, the New York programming people struck a nice 
balance throughout. For example, opportunities for those in large, sophisticated 
library operations included a first day session on Yeshiva University's Responsa 
project, involving computerized access to responsa on a wide range of subjects. 
At the same time, SSC members were introduced to computerization on a far more 
elementary level. 

I particularly enjoyed a tachlis session presented by three librarians repre
senting a day school, a center, and a very large synagogue complex. Faya Alpert, 
Director of the Learning Resource Center, S/A/R Academy brought down the house as 
she wryly described her school's open plan. The noise level is incredible since 
her center is located directly under two open staircases used by everyone con
stantly but she plans her best tie-ins to the curriculum after listening to the 
teachers talking on the steps. She used this as a graphic illustration of the 
importance of "keeping your antennae out" when setting up programs. Faya also 
shared a trick for retrieval of overdue books; she placed in the weekly paper 
a box with the word CIRCULATE printed boldly, and under it Webster's definition: 
"to move or flow in a course leading back to the starting point." Then briefly 
she makes the point that books must return to the starting point, the library, 
in order to circulate. 

Sylvia Firschein, librarian at the YM-YWHA of North Jersey, spoke first of 
how unusual it was to find an operating library in a "Y" and how her patrons 
differ from those in a religious institution library. She works with seniors, 
study groups, and Hebrew school children as synagogue librarians do, but does 
considerably more work with non-Jewish public school children. Since the library 
is the only place in the 11Y11 to sit around, she provides couches, and a listening 
center features donated tapes of the entire classical music collection of one of 
her patrons. A volunteer also taped recorded children's stories. 

Sylvia offers many unusual services which could be emulated by synagogue 
libraries as well. People always asked her which colleges give Jewish courses, 
so she collected all college catalogs. She established a Holocaust Memorial 
collection, a games shelf, and an oral history committee. She gives reviews 
monthly and lends enough haggodot for a group. Another service is a large print 
Judaic collection available from G. K. Hall or the National Association for the 
Visually Handicapped. When Sylvia noticed an influx of Russian immigrants, she 
fought to get Jewish Family Service to fund material in Russian, which has been 
spread between several libraries. 

The Y Camp has an extensive collection of filmstrips they use only in summer, 
so Sylvia uses them during the other ten months of the year. She maintains a 
constant "For Sale" cart featuring hardcover and paperback books (donations, trip
licates, and withdrawals) for 25 or 15 cents. She makes good use of volunteers, 

Continued on page 8 
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especially seniors, and works very hard, she said, to keep them happy. In fact, 
when one of her women volunteers, 72 and newly widowed, moved to Florida, Sylvia 
passed her along to a Jewish library in Miami so she would continue to feel useful. 

Ethel Saferin described -Park Synagogue in Cleveland as a thirty-two acre 
campus with two pools, a day camp, Montessori school, pre-school and nursery, 
afternoon, Saturday and Sunday schools. Park is constantly busy and Ethel works 
with Adult Education and Sisterhood, providing resources and doing reviews. She 
avoids multiple copies, buys locally as much as possible, and maintains a collec
tion of 100 different periodicals~ She accepts donations of $1,000 for a shelf 
of books and has plaques to honor $100 donations; she says donations have built 
her collection since her budget is very small. 

Ethel shared several good ideas for Jewish Book Month. One was to have 
children prepare book reports in inexpensive plastic folders, the covers of 
which they decorate to look like book jackets, styling them according to the 
subject matter of the book. Another was to buy inexpensive foam plastic wig 
heads and have children make each into a character from a book, awarding a 
prize for the most effective. 

Another session which impressed me, although I didn't get to convention 
until the day after it was held, was the seminar of publishers' representatives. 
I listened to the tape of the proceedings and will share with you just a few 
remarks. The head of the new children's book club said that there are now 
60,000 children in the club and complained that he is forced to bring in books 
for very young children from Israel. Stephen Blitz of Mesorah Publications 
spoke of the incredible popularity and sales of the series being published by 
Mesorah. From three titles the first year, Mesorah is now publishing 20 to 24 
per year. Sales have been surprising; for example, the book on the Blessing 
of the Sun sold 49,000 copies when a usual good sales figure is 15,000. 

Nessa Rapoport of Bantam Books spoke of the criteria for the new Bantam 
Jewish bookshelf and announced upcoming releases: in Fall 1981, The Jewish 
Family Book; in Spring '82, Seasons of Our Joy, a book on holidays; and in 
Fall '82, The First Step, a devotional handbook. She emphasized rising costs 
and that many worthwhile hardcover books cannot be reprinted in paper because 
of economics. "It is crucially important that libraries try to hang onto and 
preserve the books they have. Sometimes books are taken from libraries when 
readers love them and can't get them reprinted," she said. All the speakers 
emphasized that the key to publication is supply and demand and that librarians 
can lobby to urge publication of materials they feel are crucial. 

Because of space limitations, I can't tell you now about the workshops on 
public relations, extending literature for children or genealogy so those will 
be written up in future issues of LIBRARY LIGHT. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
WRITING FOR CHILDREN IS CHALLENGING AND REWARDING 

WOMEN WRITERS WEST is sponsoring a panel discussion on the above subject on 
Saturday, October 24, from 10 A.M. to 1 P.M. at the National Council of Jewish 
Women, 543 N. Fairfax Ave., Los Angeles. Lecturer and author, Yetta Speevak, 
will lead featured panelists, Sue Alexander, author; Pamela Stacey, editor; 
and Rebecca Newman, author. Fee is $2.00 for non-members. For further informa
tion, phone 651-0157. 
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REVIEWS OF ADULT BOOKS 
by Muriel Moster, Volunteer 

Sinai Temple Library 

SEPT. /OCT. 1981 

Borenstein, Emily. Night of the Broken Glass: Poems of the Holocaust. Mason, 
Texas, Timberline Press, 1981. 83 p. Serigraphs by Clarence Wolfshohl. 

Identified as poems of the Holocaust, the impact of this brief book is born 
of the tension created by the endless horrors of the Holocaust and the drama 
realized through Israel's ultimate redemption. The Holocaust subject Inatter is 
treated with reverence and deep sensitivity. While the material is all too 
familiar to the student of Holocaust history, for a novice it is most graphic. 
The conflagration is starkly depicted in brief statement's; one hesitates to 
label them all as poetry, for many are presented as straight narrative and facts; 
while others merit a genius rating for their potency, expr0ssiveness, and insight. 

One may ask what this small volume has to convey about the Holocaust that 
other books on the subject do not. It is the intensity that one senses in Ms. 
Borenstein's commitment to speak of the unspeakable; it is her dedication to 
remember, viewing it as a responsibility to all those whom we lost; it is in the 
manner of her creativity which envelops the reader in a gamut of emotions. 

Events of Kristalnacht, the pathos of Dr. Korczak and his orphans, the cries 
from the cattle cars, are expressed in vignette-like poems, chilling us to the 
marrow of our bones. Ms. Borenstein's haunting evocation of the hell surrounding 
our people makes for somber reading; but like others in our literary tradition, 
she ends with optimism, with psalms of hope, dreams of embracing Israel, and the 
joy and wonder of its rebirth. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Pisar, Samuel. Of Blood and Hope. Boston, Little, Brown and Company, 1980. 

311 p. Photographs. $12.95. 

As a youngster, Samuel Pisar was caught in the bestiality of the death camps 
in Europe during World War II. The constant need to summon every ounce of in
genuity at his command in order to cope with the ongoing horrors and hardships 
constitutes an amazing story. How and what he endured could be a book in itself. 
Equally fascinating was the metamorphosis of his life after the war. He developed 
from a little-educated Nazi slave to a Harvard scholar who is presently an inter
national lawyer and government economics advisor; one involved in headline-making 
conferences and confrontations. 

As important as the lessons of the past are, it is to the second part of his 
book that we must pay closest attention. Recognizing an economic and political 
climate similar to the one that almost led to mankind's annihilation forty years 
ago, Pisar warns us of the price to be paid if we remain passive and indifferent 
to these conditions. He details past errors of diplomacy between the United States 
and the Soviet Union; he is convinced that conventional methods of international 
discourse compounded by actions of the military-industrial complex will hurl us 
to death and destruction by rushing us all towards World War III. Indeed, when 
we read in a recent headline of our own House of Representatives voting a 32 per 
cent boost in arms spending, we can appreciate Pisar's concern about the arms 
race overtaking the vast economic needs of the world's peoples. He maintains 
that only by creating an economic climate conducive to raising the standard of 
living for all under-privileged people and by true concern for human rights every-

Continued on page 10 
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where can mankind avert great tragedy. 

As closely involved as Pisar is in these matters, he never forgets his 
origins or his Je~ish background. We see in our own time that political crises 
follow economic ones and that Israel and the Jewish people are the inevitable 
scapegoats. Thus, it is imperative that we heed his message, pay close atten
tion to the affairs of our government, and make certain that never again is 
human life devalued! 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Roth, Sylvia, Editor. Voices From the Holocaust. New·York, The New American 
Library, Inc., cl981. 456 p. Forward by Elie Wiesel. $14.95. 

A noteworthy addition to Holocaust literature, this book consists of state
ments made on taped recordings by survivors recalling their lives before, during, 
and after World War II. The book is divided into those three time spans, each 
section is preceded by historical background and general commentary on the 
people interviewed. 

These stories by their very nature are extremely personal. Each life is 
presented in the period of normalcy "before the Germans came". We read of 
similarities in conditions of anti-Semitism and restrictions against the Jews 
whether they lived in Poland, Hungary, Romania, Austria, or Czechoslovakia. We 
gain insight into daily lives, the importance of family life, community structure, 
friends, activities, the dreams many Jews had of Palestine, and the role of 
religion. 

Then came the years of upheaval, of hell, of incarceration. Each person 
became obsessed with the idea of survival in order to bear witness. 

Finally, came the time when by one means or another these survivors reached 
America. We learn how they struggled for re-entry into the world of the living, 
the world of work, of marriage, of functioning again as human beings. They speak 
of their feelings about this country that has given them freedom from fear, pro
tection, security, and opportunity. We read of their lives here, the problems 
with their American-born children, their attitudes toward Israel, and their 
involvement with Jewish organizations and religious institutions. 

The format of this book presents a major problem. As important as the con
tents and material are, this reviewer could not read the book in consecutive 
order. To read about lives of people before the war, then to read about these 
same thirty people during the war, and finally to read about them after the war 
made for very confusing and impersonal reading. Only by reading the entire 
sequence in one individual's memoir did this book have impact for me. This was 
done by following the table of contents and skipping through each section of the 
book so as to get a complete picture of an individual. In this manner one can 
get a better understanding and appreciation of the individual's experiences, 
thoughts, and how he sees himself. Because these are personal, individual case 
histories with names, dates, places; much is lost in continuity and subjectivity 
by dividing the book into three sections. 



AJLSC LIBRARY LIGHT - 11 - SEPT./OCT. 1981 

REVIEWS con. 

Thomas, D.M., The White Hotel. New York, The Viking Press, 1981. 274 p. $12.95. 

In mid-summer, 1981, this book was eighth on the Southern California best 
seller lis.t. One hopes it is not because of the salacious material derived from 
protagonist Lisa Erdman's sexual fantasies, but rather from interest in Sigmund 
Freud's analysis of her journal. An unusual novel, The White Hotel, begins in 
1920 detailing the young heroine's neurosis as she records the problems created 
by her compulsive behavior. She undergoes analysis with Dr. Freud, who bril
liantly clarifies the basis for her hysteria. 

After Dr. Freud succeeds in aiding her return to normal life, the story 
moves on to a bleak new development, the massacre at Babi Yar where Lisa becomes 
a victim of the Holocaust. It is at this point that the story assumes particular 
interest for the reader seeking Jewish material. 

With great imagination and skill, Mr. Thomas has created the chronicle of a 
woman's life that involves us in the most crucial developments of our century. 
After Lisa is cured of her own personal madness, she becomes a victim of the 
cauldron of worldwide history. 

This story is presented in fragments that slowly mesh in the reader's mind 
causing his active mental participation in trying to understand what really 
happened to Lisa and to all of us in the first half of the 20th century. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

MORE THAN ONE MITZVAH 

The Paul Rubenstein Memorial Library 
of Temple Judea has for some time served 
the senior citizens in the Tarzana 
neighborhood. 

Recently a gentleman who frequently 
uses the library came. in and handed 
librarian Naomi Marblestone a generous 
check. He explained that he had recent
ly been in the hospital and while there, 
he visited the pediatric ward and was 
saddened to see that the children were 
sad--not laughing. "Please use this 
money to buy books that will make the 
children laugh," he told Naomi. This 
has been done. Temple Judea performs a 
mitzvah by allowing non-members, senior 
citizens, to use their collection. We 
feel this story proves a mitzvah works 
in many ways. 

HELP WANTED~ ! 

PART-TIME LIBRARIAN (approx. 10 
hours Tues. & Wed. afternoons) to 
serve congregation and religious 
school of The Jewish Congregation 
of Pacific Palisades (Kehill~th 

Israel), 16019 Sunset Blvd., 
Pacific Palisades 

CONTACT: Margot Morrison, 6 
between 8-9 A.M. or after 
6 P.M. for further details. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
SEE YOUR NAME IN ELITE~~~~ 

Need material of interest for 
future editions of the LIBRARY LIGHT. 
EVERYONE is invited to contribute. 
Send articles to editors. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
AJLSC LIBRARY LIGHT is distributed free to AJLSC members. 

EDITORS: Renee Hurewitz,  
Dorothy Steiner,  

DEADLINE FOR NOVEMBER/DECEMBER LIBRARY LIGHT IS NOVEMBER 2, 1981. 
Permission to reprint granted when credit is given to 11 Assn. of Jewish Libraries 
of So. Calif. LIBRARY LIGHT". 
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ISRAELI AUTHOR HONORED 

On Wednesday, September 16, 1981, the United States Dept. of Labor placed 
an urgent call to Sue Alexander of the Society of Children's Book Writers (SCBW) 
requesting a reception for Nira Harel, Editor in Chief of Children's Books for 
Massada Publications and author of 13 children's books. Mrs. Harel and her 
husband, Aharon Harel, member of the Knesset and Executive Board member of 
Histradut, were to be in Los Angeles on labor business the following Monday and 
Tuesday. As she had expressed a desire to meet with children's authors and 
other book people during her short visit, AJLSC and the Sinai Temple Library 
came to the rescue and with SCBW co-sponsored a reception for Mrs. Harel on 
Monday evening, September 21. Many SCBW authors and librarians from both Jewish 
and public libraries atte~ded this successful event. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

EXCERPTS FROM 1981 INSTALLATION ADDRESS 
by ADAIRE KLEIN 

(as she was installing Rita Frischer, our new president) 

... An anonymous poet once described the library in this brief free verse: 
I am the LIBRARY. 
I am neither Walls nor Shelves 
Nor even the Books that stand in rows, 
I am the Wisdom of the Universe 
Captured and arranged for you. 
I am an OPEN DOOR. 

With this awesome description of our Judaica libraries, you, as the duly elected 
leader of our Judaica librarians have assumed upon yourself an equally awesome 
responsibility. At this moment when it all seems so overwhelming, I issue one 
challenge--a challenge to you as elected leader; a challenge to your officers 
and board; a challenge to all of us ... Lead with sincerity and authenticity; with 
compassion and sensitivity; with strength and with friendship. The challenge is 
a difficult one. Rita, you will succeed with this challenge only if we as the 
board and membership accept the converse of this challenge. And that is, if we 
all place the goal and the group above our individual egos; if we share the 
responsibilities and cooperate and contribute for the common good ... 

I should like to close with a selection from the Mishnah which describes 
the seven traits of a wise man--

"There are seven traits in a wise man: 
He does not speak in the presence of one wiser than himself; 
He does not interrupt when a colleague speaks; 
He does not rush out with a rejoinder; 
He asks questions that are relevant, and gives answers that are 

logical; 
He deals with first things first and last things last; 
He readily admits when he does not know about a matter; 
He acknowledges the truth!" 

With these guidelines, I am confident that AJLSC will grow from strength to strength. 

X * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 




