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PRESIDENT'S CORNER 

First, thanks to the members of the sub-committee who worked on the Los 
Angeles Public Library Jewish Book Month exhibit; especially Adaire Klein, Rick 
Burke, and Marjorie Gersh who shlepped down there to work and Fran Shuster who 
got out our mailings. I urge any of you who have not yet made the journey to 
5th and Hope to go before the display closes on November 28th. LAPL went all 
out, working with us to fill 16 cases with Judaica (more than 16 if you count 
divided cases as more than one). They also provided guided tours by docents 
and puppet shows on Jewish folktales in the Children's Room. AJLSC provided 
materials culled from the Jewish community and the know-how for arranging and 
captioning the displays to greatest advantage. A happy collaboration and a 
wonderful way to extend Jewish Book Month beyond our own temple or school walls. 

I also want to report on the expanded opportunities that now exist for 
librarians to upgrade their professional skills and standing. Barbara Leff, 
Hava Ben-Zvi, and I met with Dr. Emil Jacoby of the Bureau of Jewish Education 
to discuss ways AJLSC members can gain certification and extra salary credits. 
Dr. Jacoby was very gracious and cooperative. Our meeting resulted in the 
following agreed upon avenues of gaining credits: 

1. Librarians will be given credit for any college courses taken in 
accredited institutions after the subject matter has been reviewed 
and approved by Dr. Jacoby as relevant. 

2. Librarians will be more actively involved in planning the Bureau's 
Summer Institute and will be given credit for all courses attended. 

3. Librarians may gain 1 unit credit by attending three of the conferences 
scheduled during the year by the Bureau and the different denomina
tional groups. Examples of these are the Conservative conference on 
Teaching Bible and the Orthodox all-clay Yom Iyun, both upcoming on 
January 31, 1982, or the Day School Teach-in scheduled for March 15th. 

4. Librarians may also gain 1 unit credit by attending six out of a 
series of eight 1~ to 2 hour workshops during the course of a year. 
These workshops would be planned by AJLSC and the Bureau, with BJE 
consultants available to us when needed. These sessions could be 
separate from or scheduled to precede or follow regular meetings. 

5. THIS YEAR ONLY, AJLSC members can combine methods 3 and 4 above by 
attending two conferences (either the Conservative or Orthodox one 
on January 31 and the Teach-in on March 15) and two workshops. Dr. 
Jacoby approved our presentation on Archives and Teaching with 
Documents as ~of the two, retroactively, which means that AJL need 
schedule only one more substantial workshop by spring to enable all of 
you to gain that unit. Needless to say, attendance must be taken at 
all of the sessions. 

Whether you are certified or not, these units should be accumulated in your file 
at the Bureau for future use in determining fair salary practices .. If you are 
not certified, you should consider contacting Dr. Jacoby for an evaluation of 
the courses you need. However, I should mention that our next order of business 
may well be a reevaluation of the current requirements for certification. I will 
keep you informed. __J~1 ~ 
ANNOUNCEMENT: Rick Burke, Librarian, Sephardic Temple Tifereth Israel, has been 

appointed Scholarship Chairman for AJLSC 
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AJLSC PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS -- October 26, 1981 

SUE CURZON, Coordinator of Adult Services, Los Angeles County Public Library (LACPL): 

A special Judaica resource collection is now being developed at I~CPL Culver 
City branch, 4975 Overland Ave., Culver City, Calif., 90230- (213) 559-1676. 
LACPL serves 2.2 million people and has 91 facilities, many with special resource 
centers. Officially, the Judaica collection began with $2000 seed money in 
1980. Unofficially, the collection by or about Jews has been building for years, 
under the guidance of Harriet Traeger, West Side Regional Adult Collections 
Coordinator. 

LACPL's Judaica collection will be primarily popular materials, e.g. fiction, 
history, art, in keeping with LACPL's policy to serve community needs. (Scholarly 
collections can be found at local colleges/universities and Los Angeles (city) 
Public Library--downtown.) Additionally, LACPL is also collecting 16mm. films 
and half-inch VHS videocassettes on Jewish themes; AJLSC librarians are welcome 
to borrow. They are also developing a Judaica Information and Referral file, 
for the purpose of referring patrons to others in the County. Librarian in 
charge of the collection is Ruth Williams; coordinator is Margaret Landsberger. 

For Jewish Book Month 1981, program materials and bibliographies were prepared 
by Harriet Traeger, Sharon Goldberg, Dorothy Steiner (AJLSC members working at 
LACPL) and others. Sharon culled their children's booklist from AJLSC LIBRARY 
LIGHT. These Jewish Book Month packets were sent to the 91 facilities where 
librarians select whatever they need to suit their own patrons. (A few extra 
sample packets were prepared for and distributed to AJLSC members who attended 
the meeting. Enclosed is a sample bookmark.) Guest author, Sonia Levitin, will 
speak on December 2 at 7 P.M. at the Culver City branch -- to honor Jewish Book 
Month. All AJLSC members and guests are welcome. 

HYNDA RUDD, Los Angeles City Archivist, member of So. Calif. Jewish Historical 
Society: 

Prompted by the Los Angeles Bi-Centennial celebration, the City of Los Angeles 
finally employed an archivist last year to put into order its past 130 years of 
records. Among the well-preserved documents in warehouses and vaults, the first 
archivist, Hynda Rudd, found minutes covering 1832 to its incorporation year 1850 
in Spanish, minutes from 1850-54 written variously in Spanish and English, and 
thereafter in English. She selects many items from the City Archives to exhibit 
in the City Hall Rotunda every six weeks. 

Upon perusing the documents, Hynda was able to substantiate that the "impact 
of the Jews of Los Angeles was very great" upon the city's development. She 
distributed photocopies of documents showing Morris L. Goodman's signature on 
Spanish minutes as a member of the original 1850 7-man City Council, I.W. Hellman 
as City Treasurer signing city bonds, J. Newmark as owner of property, and Jews 
serving as Los Angeles Mayors and City Clerks. Even today, six of the 15 L.A. 
City Council members are Jewish. 

llynda stated that archives are important because they teach history -- people 
become human beings not just characters in a book. Holding an original document 
and knowing it was the one touched and used by the person has its effect. 

According to Richard H. Lytle, Archivist of Smithsonian Institution, the 
major difference between librarians and archivists is that "archivists accept the 
organizationl structure of their resources and interpret this order to users'' 

Continued on page 4 
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HIGHLIGHTS con. 

whereas "librarians impose an order on their materials through comprehensive 
structures for organization of knowledge." To archivists the original order 
itself has value, indicating "how an institution or person organized his 
affairs and may reveal relationships between subjects, activities and persons." 
Archives are source-oriented and are preserved as such--a "multitude of 
structures--created by many different offices and persons over many years." 

Preservation of archives is a serious problem. Microfilm is not a panacea; 
acid-free boxes contain a core of non-acid-free material that is slowly destroy
ing documents. Archivists are continually experimenting to find solutions. 

Hynda urged our librarians at synagogues and schools to begin to preserve 
the archives of our institutions. Save the substance, e.g., annual reports, 
accomplishments; no need to save facilitating papers. A good source for informa
tion is STARTING AN ARCHIVES, a kit of articles, pamphlets, brochures and cassette 
tape from 1980 Mid-Atlantic Regional Archives Conference. It includes "Selection 
of Materials for the Church's Archives" and a bibliography. (Order from Publi
cations Services, Society of American Archivists, 330 S. Wells, Suite 810, 
Chicago, Illinois, 60606 - $15 prepaid.) 

Hynda Rudd's background includes masters' degrees in history and in library 
science; supervisor of Univ. of Utah Records Management Center; community Jewish 
historian who started Jewish archives at University of Utah; producer of film 
on Jews of Utah; and author of JEWS OF THE MOUNTAIN WEST: a genealogical and 
historical source book, published in 1980, by Rabbi William Kramer locally. 

SOME DEFINITIONS: 
"Archives" are public papers; "manuscripts" are personal papers. 
"Archives" are noncurrent records of an organization or institution preserved 

because of their continuing value. Purpose of archives is to tell a financial, 
legal, and historical story. 

"Archivist" is the person responsible for or engaged in one or more of the 
following activities in an archival repository: Appraisal and disposition, 
accessioning, preservation, arrangement, description, reference service, 
exhibition, and publication. 

RITA FRISCHER, Librarian, Sinai Temple: 

Teachers can make the study of Jewish history come alive for their students 
by introducing original sources into the classroom. By working with primary sources, 
students can get a first-hand look at the lives of Jews in other times and places, 
while gaining insight into their own lives. 

In order to use historical documents effectively, teachers/librarians should 
consider the following processes: 

1. setting--introduce document and put it in context. Tell or ask, "Tell 
me everything you can based on document." 

2. comprehension--who, what, where, when, why; crucial that they understand 
on simple level. 
projection--deal with document and move into that time 

a. analysis--trying to describe life in that era 
b. synthesis--asking student to produce original thought or product 

using what he has learned for analysis of document: e.g., diary, 
role play, pretend you wrote this document, etc. 

introspection--"Look at yourself. Apply what you have learned from this 
document to your life and time. 

3. closure--summary. Ask "What would you like to know that is not in this 
document?" 
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BIBLIOGRAPHY 
of 

NOV. /DEC. 1981 

BOOK REVIEWS AND ARTICLES OF SPECIAL INTEREST IN RECENT PERIODICALS 
by Muriel Moster, Volunteer 

Sinai Temple Library 

Subject heading is given before name of periodical. 

ABORTION: Congress Monthly, June, 1981. "Abortion: Religious Differences and 
Public Policy," Henry Siegman, p. 3-4. 

AMERICAN JEWISH LEADERSHIP: see U.S. AND JEWS 

DEAD SEA SCROLLS: see ISRAEL 

ECONOMICS: Commentary, September, 1981. "The World Challenge," Jean-Jacques 
Servan-Schreiber, p. 72. Author works with Samuel Pisar seeking 
new directions for foreign trade policies, advocating strong 
trade between Soviet Union and the West. Book review. 

EDUCATION, JEWISH: Jewish Education, Spring, 1981. Entire issue focuses on 
Jewish supplementary school basics, curriculum and retention. 
1. "On Subsidies to Congregational Schools," George Pollak, p. 16. 
2. "Teacher Recruitment and Retention," Matthew Clark, p. 26. 
3. ''Teaching the Holocaust in the Jewish School," Solomon N. 

Skaist, p. 34. 

HOLOCAUST: Jewish Digest, September, 1981. "We Have Survived," talk by Ernest 
Michel, organizer of World Gathering of Holocaust Survivors in 
Jerusalem, p. 17. 
2. "Do Israeli and Diaspora Responses to Holocaust Differ?" 

Sharon Efroymson, p. 20. 
3. "Rehearsal For the Holocaust," George Watson, p. 25. Did Nazis 

use a Soviet model for "Final Solution"'! 
4. "The Majdanek Trial," Frank Reiss, p. 30. 

See also EDUCATION, JEWISH, no. 3. 

ISRAEL: Jewish Digest, September, 1981. "The Dead Sea Scrolls: The Next 200 
Years," Dodo J. Shenav, p. 45. 
2. "Solar Miracle at the Dead Sea," Eric Rozenman, p. 74. 

Congress Monthly, June, 1981. "The Legal Status of Women in Israel,'' 
Sharon E. Shanoff, p. 9-12. Covers labor legislation, pensions and 
retirement age, military service, abortion, divorce, rape. 

Commentary, September, 1981. "Revolution in Judea: Jesus and the Jewish 
Resistance," Hyam Maccoby Taplinger, p. 76. Jesus as a Jew and his 
anti-Roman activities. Book review. 

Moment, September, 1981. "Who Is A Je\v'?" Essays by Gerson Cohen, 
Alexander Schindler, and Levi llurowitz, giving Conservative, Reform, 
and Orthodox viewpoints. l'. 3 l. 

LATIN AMERICAN JEWRY: American Jewish Histo..ry, .lttnL', 1981. Book review. "Jews 
of the Latin American R.,publics," Judith Laikin Elkin, University of 
No. Carolina Press, Chapel llill, N.C., 1'180. 2'Jb p. $17.00. 

Continued on page 6 
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RELIGION: see ISRAEL, Moment, Sept., 1981. 

ROTH, PHILIP: Commentary, September, 1981. "Philip Roth Ten and Now," Ruth R. 
Wisse, p. 56. An analysis of his works and interpretation of American 
Jews. 

UNITED STATES 
AND JEWS: American Jewish History, June, 1981. "American Jewish Leadership," 

Dr. Melvin Urofsky, p. 401-419. A profile of the men and women 
comprising contemporary leadership, their secular and religious 
education, religious affiliation, and socio-economic patterns. 

American Jewish Archives, April, 1981. Jacob Rader Marcus, Editor. 
"The East European Immigrant Jew in America, 1881-1981," p. 1-141. 

The struggles, hopes, and achievements of the 2~ million who 
found refuge in the U.S.; the challenge of becoming Americans. 

2. "Truman, American Jewry and Israel, 1945-48," Zvi Ganin, p. 141. 
Book review. 

3. "Decision on Palestine: How the U.S. Came to Recognize Israel," 
Evan Wilson. Book review. Truman's recognition of Israel. 

Comments will be appreciated as to the usefulness of this bibliography. Since 
it is time-consuming, I want to know whether to continue doing it in the future. 

Muriel 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
GUIDE TO FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

Sunday, December 6, 1981--- noon, 1 P.M., and 2 P.M. 

Speaker: Sabi, Shabtai, author of "Five Minutes to Midnight" 

Place: J. Roth, Bookseller, 9427 W. Pica Blvd., Los Angeles 

Sunday, December 13, 1981--- 2:30 P.M. Spend an afternoon 

Speakers: 
(children's 
program) 

(adult's 
program) 

Place: 

Malka Drucker, author of many children's books, will speak on 
publishing and illustrating children's books. 
(Little Theatre) 

Jesse Lasky and Pat Silver, authors of "The Offer" 

Beverly Hills Library, 444 N. Rexford Dr., Beverly Hills 550-4721 

Sunday, December 20, 1981 - Beverly Hills Library 

Subject: Calligraphy - A Scribe will be working and explaining his art. 

At the library will be a time-line display of books--through the ages. 

The above events are sponsored by the Adult Education Committee of the Bureau of 
Jewish Education 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
A FESTIVAL OF JEWISH ARTISANS 

Sunday, December 13, 1981 12 - 4 P.M. 

Temple Isaish, 10345 W. Pico Blvd., Los Angeles 

Exhibits, demonstrations, sale by scribes, sculptors, paper cutters, weavers, etc. 
Admission $2.00 Ad~tlt:s----$1.00 children & senior citizens 
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From Rita Frischer, Pres., AJLSC 

When preparing my latest article on children's books for the November, 1981 
issue of MOMENT Magazine, the editors chose to adhere to space limitations by 
omitting the bibliography I had prepared. I thank the editors of LIBRARY LIGHT 
for printing it here for your convenience. 

SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY OF NEW CHILDREN'S BOOKS 

Adler, David A. A PICTURE BOOK OF JEWISH HOLIDAYS. New York: Holiday House, 1981. 

Bogot, Howard and Syme, Daniel B. MY BODY IS SOMETHING SPECIAL. New York: UAHC, 1981. 
PRAYER IS REACHING. New York: UAHC, 1981. 

[ Ochaikin, Miriam. LIGHT ANOTHER CANDLE: THE STORY AND MEANING OF HANUKKAH. Illus. by 
Demi. New York: Clarion Books, 1981. 

Cohen, Barbara. QUEEN FOR A DAY. New York: Lothrop, Lee & Shepard, 1981. 
O YUSSEL'S PRAYER: A YOM KIPPUR STORY. Illus. by Michael J. Derany. 

New York: Lothrop, Lee & Shepard, 1981. 
/ 

vriavidson, Margaret. THE GOLD MEIR STORY. Revised edition. New York: Charles 
Scribner's Sons, 1976, 1981. 

r-'! • • 
--D~ck~nson, Peter. CITY OF GOLD. Il1us. by Michael Foreman. New York: Pantheon Books, 

1980. 
,..,/· 

jfi~ucker, Malka. 
/ 

v/.-/------~~---
House, 1981. 

PASSOVER: SEASON OF FREEDOM. New York: Holiday House, 1981. 
ROSH HASHANNAH AND YOM KIPPUR: SWEET BEGINNINGS. New York: Holiday 

Fisher, Leonard Everett. THE SEVEN DAYS OF CREATION. New York: Holiday House, 1981. 

"? c: Ganz, Yaffe. SAVTA SIMCHA AND THE INCREDIBLE SHABBOS BAG,. New York: Feldheim, 1980. 

~~Girion, Barbara. LIKE EVERYBODY ELSE. New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1980. 

~reenfeld, Howard. BAR MITZVAH. Illus. by Elaine Grove. New York: Holt, Rinehart, 
J- Winston, 1981. 

~Hautzig, Deborah. SECOND STAR TO THE RIGHT. New York: Greenwillow, 1981. 

/H'a'utzig, Esther. A GIFT FOR MAMA. Illus. by Donna Diamond. New York: The Viking Press, 
"' 1981. 

~Herman, Ben. THE RHAPSODY IN BLUE OF MICKEY KLEIN. Owings Mills, MD: Stemmer House, 1981. 

~~irsh, Marilyn. TOWER OF BABEL. Illus. by the author. New York: Holiday House, 1981. 
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c.-jackson, Livia E. Bitton. ELL!: COMING OF AGE IN THE HOLOCAUST. New York: Times Books, 
1980. 

C" -Klass, Shelia Solomon. NOBODY KNOWS ME IN MIAMI. New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1981. 

uKripke, Dorothy K. and MyerS. LET'S TALK ABOUT LOVING. New York: KTAV, 1980. 

&/f 1 Engle, Madeleine. LADDER OF ANGELS. New York: Seabury Press, 1979. 

0 Lieberman, Donald.. HEROES OF HANUKKAH. New York; KTAV, 1980. 

·" 0 Mace, Elizabeth. BROTHER ENEMY. New York: Beaufort Books, 1981. 

~arcus, Audrey Friedman and Zwerin, Raymond A. BUT .THIS NIGHT IS DIFFERENT. Illus. by 
Judith Gwyn Brown. New York: UAHC, 1980. 

~-··--~~~----.~~~~~-----------------------
SHABBAT CAN BE. Illus. by Yuri Salzman. 

New York: UAHC, 1979 • 

. o 
1 Nanus, Susan. FIVE IN ONE: HOLIDAY PLAYS FOR JEWISH CHILDREN. New York: UAHC, 1981. 

,/ _ _.. 

v/Dlivestone, Ceil and David. LET'S GO TO THE SYNAGOGUE. Illus. by Arieh Ze1dich. 
New Jersey: SBS Publishing, 1981. 

--\5rgel, Doris. THE DEVIL IN VIENNA. New York·: Dial Press, 1978. 
/,,· 

/2z, Amos. SOUMCHI. Il1us. by Papas. New York: Harper & Row, 1980. 
,_./ 

, .... 
JPomerantz, Charlotte. NOAH AND NAMAH'S ARK. Illus. by Kelly K.M. Carson. New York: 

Holt, Rinehart & Winston, 1981. 

~egal, Yocheved. OUR SAGES SHOWED THE WAY. New York: Fe1dheim, 1981. 

~~Sirof, Harriet. THE JUNIOR ENCYCLOPEDIA OF ISRAEL. New York: Jonathan David, 1980. 

(J Slepian, Jan. THE ALFRED SUMMER. New York: MacMillan, 1980. 

,./·skolsky, Mindy Warshaw. HANNAH IS A PALINDROME. Illus. by Karen Ann Weinhaus. 
New York: Harper & Row, 1980. 

0 Snyder, Carol. IKE AND MAMA AND THE ONCE-IN-A-LIFETIME MOVIE. Il1us. by Charles 
Robinson. New York: Putnam, 1981. 

~~~lor, Sydney. DANNY. LOVES A HOLIDAY. New York: Dutton~ 1980. 

~ne, Benjamin. IN THE SHADE OF THE CHESTNUT TREE. Philadelphia: Jewish Publication 
Society, 1981. 

/w:ilerstein, Sadie Rose. THE BEST OF K 'TONTON. Illus. by Marilyn Hirsh. Philadelphia: 
Jewish Publication Society, 1980. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

SHTETL FAIRE: A Hannukah Experience Decernher )0, 1981 

at thP WPst Valley Jewish Community CenU•r l tn ::; P.t1. 

An exhibit of rare East European Judaica 
The Shtetl Marketplace--latkes, cholent, e>tc. 
Kindervl:lt--a children's wonderland of g::lnH'S, ~>tori.es nnd the "Puppets of Chelrn" 

Sponsored by the West Valley Kehillah 



AJLSC LIBRARY LIGHT - 9 -

REVIEWS OF ADULT BOOKS 
by Muriel Moster, Volunteer 

Sinai Temple Library 

NOV. /DEC. 1981 

Schaeffer, Susan Fromberg. Love. New York, E.P. Dutton, 1980. 390 p. $14.95 

Although this book is a novel, there is little doubt that events occurring 
in it have happened in many families. Readers who remember the immigrant 
generation who came from Russia early in this century will recognize much in 
this story of a Jewish family and its efforts to survive through the years. 
Love delves not only into the characters' faults, fantasies, and feuds, but the 
changes and disappointments that the passage of time creates in their lives. 

We develop a deep feeling for the people in this book and wonder with them 
about the mystery of life and passing of time from generation to generation. 

The author has a fine understanding of human nature; her deep insight into 
immigrant experiences is revealing and truthful. How well she portrays Esheal 
Luria, the protagonist! From his early childhood in Russia when his mother 
abandoned him after remarrying, taking only his two sisters away with her, all 
he ever wanted was a family of his own with whom he could live happily ever 
after. But in America life did not work out that way for him or his wife and 
daughters. 

Schaeffer writes with sensitivity and compassion, as well as emotional 
authority. She has strong instincts about how life forces us to juggle the 
various worlds and circumstances in which we find ourselves. 

Solmssen, Arthur R.G. A Princess in Berlin. Boston, Little Brown and Company, 
1980. 374 p. $12.95. 

It is 1922 and the German nation under the Weimar Republic is in a state of 
total financial and economic chaos, partly due to the impossibly high reparations 
demanded by the Allies after World War I. Rampant inflation, hardship, and 
hunger accompany widespread unemployment, political dissatisfaction, and the 
complete devaluation of the mark. 

Madness seized much of the populace. The men in the brown shirts not only 
marched in the streets screaming the slogans of their Austrian leader, Adolph 
Hitler, but convinced many others that the entire mess was caused by the Jews. 
Many Jews were not really concerned! They considered the fanatics to be a joke; 
besides, while their ancestors may have been Jews, they had become Christianized 
through intermarriage. Additionally, as a people they were Germans first; 
Germany was their beloved homeland. 

This is the milieu in which this novel takes place. The socioeconomic 
climate of the times is graphically depicted against the background of a wealthy 
Jewish family; or should it be said, a former Jewish family. Not only did they 
refuse to see the danger inherent in the attacks against the Jews, but big 
industrialists of the time felt someone like Hitler was needed to crush the 
Communists and the Socialists, and to keep the workers in line. 

The author makes a most worthwhile statement, historically and sociologically. 
While the book chronicles in fictionalized form events of the past, post World 
War I and pre-Holocaust, let it serve as an appeal for concern and alertness 
regarding contemporary occurrences in government, in politics, in society. 

Reviews continued on page 10 
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Steven, Stewart. 
Inc., 1980. 

The Spymasters of Israel. New York, Macmillan Publishing Co., 
329 p. $13.95. Photographs, Bibliography, Index 

We have seen in our lifetime how vulnerable to attack Israel is. We can, 
therefore, appreciate the need for its officials to be apprised of and prepared 
for the unexpected and the unknown. This book does an excellent job of telling 
the exciting, at times unbelievable, story of the men and women who devote 
their lives, efforts, energies, and when necessary their lives, to protecting 
the State. Israel's intelligence service is a partnership of Massad, dealing 
with political and civilian matters, Military Intelligence for the armed forces, 
and Shin Bet, the internal security department (equivalent to our FBI). 

There is no security service in the West without direct ties to the 
Israeli Intelligence Service which ranks as one of the world's greatest. Its 
ability to act with speed, daring, judgment, and precision makes for profes
sionalism and supreme competence. Yet, despite a performance record unmatched 
in an ongoing battle of the wits, the Service has had its flaws. 

The author's voluminous research and obvious dedication to his subject are 
commendable. He writes dispassionately, being both critical and praising of 
Israel's agents and actions. He not only leaves us in a state of amazement, 
admiration, and awe regarding his material, but we gain greater appreciation 
for the complex relationship between Israel's intelligence branch, military, 
and governing body. 

We read sadly of terrorism rampant all over Europe and the Middle East; 
stories of intrigue, assassination, and ties between seemingly disparate 
peoples and events in Germany, Holland, France, Switzerland, Poland, and Israel. 
This outstanding book serves as fascinating background and gives insight into 
Israel's policies and posture. Steven's work is "must" reading for anyone 
wishing a more comprehensive grasp of the political maelstrom and churning 
passions comprising the world scenario today. 

* * * * * * * * * * * 

Tennenbaum, Silvia. Yesterday's Streets. New York, Random House, 1981. 528 p. 
$15.95. 

The author of Rachel, the Rabbi's Wife has redeemed herself, not so much 
by how she writes in this book, but by the depth of her content. 

Although the entire Jewish community of Frankfurt was destroyed in 1241, 
again in 1349 during the Black Death, and once more from persecutions during 
the Crusades, that city on the Main in Germany continued to attract Jews. The 
Wertheims had been there from the 16th century, long before many of their Gentile 
neighbors. Through the completeness of their Germanic acculturation, the family 
had contributed a great deal to Germany. They never doubted that people so 
prominent in the banking and industrial life of Frankfurt would not be assured a 
safe place in their beloved country. 

The reader becomes acquainted with the Wertheim family early in the 20th 
century and follows events in the lives of 15-20 family members until 1945. 
(The family tree at the beginning of the book is a most useful reference.) 
Judaism and their heritage meant little to the Wertheims. When one grandson 
left for Palestine in the early '30s, the family taunted him, "We're GERMANS! 
What does Palestine mean to us? Here, as German Jews we have the opportunity 
to live any kind of life we want ... we are free; we have a homeland here~" 

Continued on page ll 
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Review of Yesterday's Streets con. 

Through the lives of this family we see the effect of World War I, the 
Russian Revolution, and the Weimar Republic. We read of the hopelessness of 
the masses resulting from the inflation and the poor economy. Despite the 
increasing popularity of the Nazis among the masses, the Wertheims refused to 
recognize that anger, hatred and intolerance could lead to lawlessness. Their 
cosmopolitan world of wealth made them feel smug and secure. 

The world of Shalom Aleichem meant nothing to them. As Germans observing 
Christian holidays, they felt only disdain for their poor co-religionists in 
Eastern Europe. In taking history seriously and portraying the breadth of the 
Holocaust, the author dramatically illustrates what happens when one Wertheim 
is sent to the grim ghetto of Lodz, suffering with Polish Jews from the 
primitive, abject conditions. Another former Frankfurt Jew says to the once
autocratic Jew, "You think here in this hell that you belong in 1st class and 
these Lodz Jews should be in steerage~" 

Tennenbaum leaves us edified yet stupified by the realism in this book. 
We profit from the insight gleaned as we see how Jews were once again 
victimized by history. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
POTPOURRI 

"France for the Jewish Traveler," a new 15-page booklet is available free by 
sending a stamped, self-addressed business letter-size envelope to the French 
Government Tourist Office at 610 Fifth Ave., New York, N.Y. 10020, or Air 
France, P.O. Box 30725 JFK Station, Jamaica, N.Y. 11430. 

A 200-page paperback edition of the LIBRARY BINDING MANUAL, edited by Maurice 
F. Tauber, is now available to anyone interested in the latest book binding 
methods and proper care of library materials. It is a revised version of the 
original manual published by ALA. Copies can be ordered for $2.45 prepaid 
from Franklin Advertising Associates, Inc., 88 Needham St., Newton Highlands, 
MA 02161. 

"Children's Choices for 1981," an annotated bibliography of over 125 books 
selected by children. Free. Send 6~x9~ self-addressed stamped envelope, postage 
for 2 oz. to Children's Book Council, 67 Irving Place, New York, N.Y. 10003. 

"Books and Television: A complimentary Relationship" a 16-page brochure by 
Gene Jankowski. Free to libraries by writing to CBS/Broadcast Group, 51 West 
52nd Street, New York, N.Y. 10019. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
CENTRAL LIBRARY GUIDED TOURS AVAILABLE 

One hour guided tours of the Central Library, headquarters for the Los 
Angles Public Library, free-of-charge, to groups and individuals started October 5. 
The tours, conducted by LAPL Docents, are designed to appeal to all age levels. 
Elementary to adult school students, community organizations, senior citizens 
and other interested individuals are encouraged to get acquainted with the wealth 
of information available at Central Library. 

In addition to its annual circulation of almost 1,000,000 books and other 
materials, the Central Library, 630 West Fifth Street, Los Angeles (downtown), 
is the largest public research library west of th~c· ~·1i ssissippi. 

Group tours are available, by reservation only, at 10 A.M. on Tuesday, 
Wednesday, and Saturday. On special request, tours may be provided on Thursday 
at 5 or 6:30 P.M. Tours without reservations will be given at 12:30 P.M. on 
Saturday on a first-come, first-served basis. Foe reservations and further 
information, call 626~7555, extension 356, Mond<~y through Friday, from 8 A.M. to 
5 P.M. 
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WRAP-UP OF AJL CONVENTION REPORT - GROSSINGER'S - 1981 

by Rita Frischer, Librarian, Sinai Temple 

True to my promise, here are more tidbits garnered during the National 
Convention last June. First, from the session on "Public Relations and Pro
gramming: the Keys to Circulation and Budget Success" by Marcia Posner and 
Irene Levin, these ideas: 

File all program ideas on 
name of speaker, segments. 
Take advantage of local high 

Take advantage of all possible free speakers. 
index cards by time of year, subject, holiday, 
Always cross-index. Always have evaluations. 
school groups or amateur theatrical troupes. 
by holding a puppet show class. Always send 
your speaker, then a letter of confirmation, 
thank you. Send three press releases. Plan 

Create your own puppet shows 
a letter of solicitation to 
a reminder a week ahead and a 
well ahead! 

Next, "Extending Literature for Children" by Sylvia Eisen. 

Storytelling is a natural extension of children's literature. All stories 
are good for all ages; a good story is universal. If you need a holiday 
story, simply place your favorite story in time: "It was a week before 
Hanukkah and ..... " A recommended story: "The first Seder" from the book, 
In the Streets of Moscow from Dov Dov Press. Have the children tell stories; 
perhaps in junior congregation they can tell stories in lieu of a sermon. 
Have a storytelling assembly. Have audience pick the best story and give 
prizes. Use records for storytelling or for background music; also on 
their own merit. Recommended: Uncle Moshe and the Mitzva Man. 

And last, "Genealogy" by Arthur Kurzweil and Zachary Baker. 

Kurzweil haunts old phone books. Checks phone books in every city he visits 
looking for possible relatives. New York Public Library provided him with a 
Polish phone book from 1936. If you want to start a family search, write 
to the Immigration Service. Send for a passenger list from National Archives 
if you have the name of the ship your relatives came on. Some excellent 
sources: Columbia Gazeteer, the Encycloppadia Judaica, Shtetl Finder (only 
gazateer listing Yiddish forms). There are also Yiddish sources--some 
8,767 communities indexed in the Roman alphabet--and Yiskor books not in 
English. Sources in New York: YIVO, Jewish Theological Seminary, New York 
Public Library, Hebrew Union College, New York or Cincinnati, UCLA's Jewish 
collection, the Montreal Jewish Library. The Black Book from Yad Vashem 
lists 16,000 shtetls in Poland alone. Recommended: Toledot Bibliography, 
$5.00. Address--155 E. 93rd St., Suite 3C, New York 10028. Issue: Vol. III, 
Nos. 2 & 3, Fall '79, Winter, '80. It is much easier for Polish Jews to 
research the past than Russian Jews. It is virtually impossible to obtain 
records from the Soviet Union. 

** * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
NEEDLEWORK FOR PATRONS 

The Pomegranate Study Group of Judaica Needlework began this past April for 
Jewish women who want to enrich their homes, synagogues, and community with 
Judaica handwork done in all mediums including needlepoint, knitting, crochet, 
crewel, and embroidery. There are presently two groups in the Los Angeles 
area which meet once a month. One in West L.A. coordinated by Mrs. Gerry 
Weichman and one in the San Fernando Valley coodinated by Mrs. Rita Lipshutz. 
Their purpose is to create a visual legacy to hand down to their children, to 
enhance their Jewish experience. For more information, call 

Gerry Weichman---  (L.A.) or 
Rita Lipshutz----8  (S.F.V.) 
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SUPPLEMENT #16 - November, 1981 
to 

BOOKS ON JEWISH THEMES 
An annotated list - August, 1976 

Compiled by Nettie Frishman 
Ch's. Lbrn. retired, LAPL 

Member, AJLSC 

The following titles were purchased by the Children's Services Division of the 
Los Angeles Public Library, June-Oct., 1981. Nettie Frishman is sharing the 
reviewing with other Librarians in the Children's and Young Adult Services, 
most of whom are associated with AJLSC and oriented to Judaica books for 
children. 

FOR YOUNGER READERS AND FAMILY SHARING 

Drucker, Malka. Passover, A Season of Freedom. Illus. Bram Hoban. Holiday 
House, cl981. 95 p. Gr. 4-6. 

Describes the Jewish holiday of Passover including a retelling of the 
Exodus story and its meaning; information on customs, rituals and prepara
tions for the holiday, and the significance of the Seder. Also includes 
recipes, crafts, puzzles, games and songs. A nice introduction to this 
important and well-loved Jewish holiday. It is the second book in the 
author's series of Jewish holiday books and thus identical in format and 
grade level to her Hannukkah book. It includes an interesting section on 
how rnatzah is made. An appendix gives blessings (in English) recited during 
the Seder. Included is a useful glossary and index. Photos of families 
observing the holiday and of ceremonial pieces of artwork enhance the text. 
Similar in content to Greenfeld's Passover with regard to the Exodus story 
and information on the Seder, but Drucker's contains more background informa
tion on observances and includes recipes, crafts, etc. A welcome addition 
to the Jewish holiday collection. 

Chellie Schwartzman 

Hautzig, Esther. A Gift for Marna. Illus. Donna Diamond. Viking, cl98l. 56 p. 
Gr. 3-5. 

Sara always made presents for Hannukah and anniversaries because Mama said 
that the best presents were handmade. But this year, Sara was determined to 
buy her Mother's Day gift - a pair of new satin slippers to go with Marna's 
black satin robe. How Saraearns the money - mending the shabby, worn-out 
clothes of her Aunt Margot's college classmates and Marna's acceptance of same -
is the essence of this heartwarming and loving story of a middle class Jewish 
family in Vilno, Poland in the 1930s. The warm relationship between the three 
generations in this family is not only captured in the simple text but in the 
illustrations that complement and embellish. A gem for younger readers by the 
author of The Endless Steppe. 

LrEngle, Madeleine. Ladder of Angels: Scenes from the Bible Illustrated by 
Children of the World. Seabury, cl979. 128 p. Gr. Kdgn.-6. 

A distinguished pairing of selected Old Testament Bible stories with 
colorful illustrations by children that are simple, but alive and perceptive 
in interpretation. The author, a Newbery Award winner, has added poetic notes 
and meditations to the selections. Text follows the Old Testament, but one 
senses a sectarian approach. Excellent for family sharing and discussion, and 
albeit a luxury item, will be a bright addition, both for the library collection 
and gift giving. 

Continued on next page. 
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FOR THE MIDDLE READER 

Girion, Barbara. Like Everybody Else. Scribner, cl980. 169 p. Gr. 6-9. 

Being l2]z years old, and a freshman in Junior High, was not easy for Sam 
(Samantha) Gold! Not only were friendships-of-long-standing changing, but 
so was her mother. Author of many well known children's books, Eileen Gold 
had written her first adult novel: Together Again, and it was spicy; full 
of secret love affairs and marital infidelity. It embarrasses Sam and her 
father and outrages friends and neighbors - so Mom stops writing and tries 
to become an ordinary super-Mom ... much to her family's chagrin. 

In preparing for her up-coming Bat Mitzvah, Sam chooses as her theme the 
sayings in Proverbs about "A Woman of Valour", and learns from it that as 
long as you have values and are sincere, doing your own thing is right! Not 
only does the message come across to Mom, who immediately goes back to her 
typewriter, but Sam realizes that it pertains to her as well. She had 
dropped out prematurely from the school election for Student Council just 
because pushy, popular Jessica Farley had chosen to run. Jewish values 
abound and are quietly integrated into the story line. Sam and her best 
friend, Sue Ellen, prepare for their Bat Mitzvahs and learn the true meaning 
of the ceremony. Their Rabbi, who has come from Germany and lost his entire 
family in the Holocaust, teaches the value of Jewish education and its 
importance to Jewish survival. Mom had even written a non-traditional 
children's book on the Exodus, How Moses Parted the Pistachio Sea, which 
still remained true to the meaning. 

Written in first person; with a light, breezy and humorous touch, much 
like the Judy Blume titles it resembles in style (and biographical content?), 
and closely attuned to the mores of the Junior High school set, this will be 
popular with middle class readers. 

Oz, Amos. Soumchi. Tr. by Amos Oz and Penelope Farmer. Illus. by Pappas. 
Harper, cl980. 90 p. Gr. 5-7. 

Soumchi, "aged 11 years and 2 months" philosophizes on the element of 
change that is ever with us, and tells of the events that happened to him -
all in a single day. It begins when his Uncle Zemach presents him with a 
secondhand bike, which Soumchi trades for part of an electric train, then is 
bullied into an exchange for a dog (who shortly returns to his master) and 
finally Soumchi returns home, to be confronted by his angry father. Running 
away from home, he is befriended by the father of his classmate, Esthie, with 
whom he is avowedly in love. 

Set in Jerusalem during the period between the two World Wars, when Bevin 
was Britain's foreign minister and British soldiers much in evidence, Jewish 
life and customs are carefully woven into the story. The plot, however, is 
simple, almost a vignette, a moment in time. The strength is in the depth of 
characterization, adults and children alike are sharply drawn. Soumchi emerges 
as a lively, imaginative and very real pre-adolescent; intent like his hero, 
Tom Sawyer, in pursuing his lady love and dreaming of faraway places. Witty 
and wry in style as well as illus., with a smooth translation from the Hebrew 
by the author and noted English writer, Penelope Farmer, appeal will be 
largely to the more literate reader. 
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REJECTED, LAPL 

Derman, Martha. The Friendstone. Dial, cl981. 160 p. Gr. 6-8. 

Eleven year old Sally Moffat, growing up in a small town in New York in 1929 
and recovering from the whooping cough, is sent to visit her favorite aunt and 
uncle who live in the Catskills. With them lives Sally's adored great grand
mother, a crusty, down-to-earth character. Sally meets Evie, a summer visitor 
who is Jewish, and, after some initial reservations, becomes friends with her 
despite her prejudiced family's opposition. When Sally's grandmother dies, it 
is Evie who helps her the most. 

A well-intentioned first book which does not quite come off. The message, 
instilled in Sally by her grandmother, that one must be allowed to make up 
11 one 1 s own mind about things and friends and everything" is not strong enough. 
Characterization is weak; plot is diffuse. Unattractive cover, meaningless 
title until book is read. The 11 friendstone 11 is just a specially shaped rock 
found by Sally and named by her grandmother because they are comfortable 
friends together. After grandmother's death, Sally gives the stone to Evie. 
Neville's Berries Goodman is a much better book about anti-Semitism in America. 

P. Shumberger, LAPL reviewer 

"In her attempt to show how 'different' a Jewish family appears to an 11 yr. 
old gentile girl from a prejudiced family, the author has used every stereo
typical trait attributed to Jews ... in Miriam Chaikin's stories, I Should 
Worry, I Should Care, and Finders Weepers Jewish relationships and customs 
are portrayed with humor and caring. The Friendstone, intended as a state
ment about the development of a friendship between a Jewish girl, who would 
be hard to like whatever her background, and gentile girl, whose feelings 
appear to be only skin deep, fails in its aim." 

SLJ, March, 1981 

"In a prom1.s1.ng first novel, Derman creates strong characters, and she 
writes capably, altho the exposition is noticeably better than the dialogue: 
the weakness of the story is that its message at times overpowers the 
narrative." 

BCCB, April, 1981 

Mace, Elizabeth. Brother Enemy. Beaufort, cl980. 128 p. Gr. J/SHS 

A German boy is sent from Nazi Germany to England to live with his Jewish 
father, and ends up as a refugee in a series of foster homes during World 
War II. The story opens in 1937, when the main character is 7, and ends 10 
years later. The boy, now an adolescent, does not come to terms with how he 
is until the last page of the book. He is always looking for a better place, 
and not able to adjust to his changed circumstances. Although partly Jewish, 
which has been hidden from him, he refuses to learn about his Jewish heritage, 
which was objectionable to me. With the plethora of fiction for young adults 
on the Holocaust, I feel that this book is one we can do without. 

Judy Katz, YA reviewer 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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AJLSC LIBRARY LIGHT - 16 - NOV. /DEC. 1981 

HOW THE ECONOMY IS AFFECTING US ... 

Excerpted from an article that appeared in the New York Times Book Review, 
Dec. 28, 1980. 

"The Publisher's year; Problems and a few Solutions" 
by N.R. Kleinfield, a reporter for the NYT 

Publishing houses had plenty to carp about as they passed through a year of 
widespread unease .... Beset by a turbulent economy, a lot of trade book publishers 
battened down the hatches. Efforts were launched to curtail the number of titles, 
and the result was a jarring year for many editors. Once mighty Harper & Row 
collapsed its Lippincott and Crowell lines in to the Harper imprint, thus 
bringing to an end two of the oldest names in publishing. More than a third of 
the trade staff got the boot; knives were sharpened to reduce the Harper trade 
list to half. Grosset & Dunlap whittled its staff by a third and stopped 
publishing fiction. Harcourt Brace Jovanovich decreased its trade staff and 
started to cut back its list. Even benevolent Doubleday dismissed a batch of 
senior employees one bleak Friday afternoon. 

According to preliminary figures, trade book sales climbed beyond the levels 
of 1979, which was hardly a celebratory year for publishers; but many houses found 
that, even with the price of a hardcover book almost reaching the level of a good 
toaster-oven, their profit margins took a beating ... 

Backlist problems increased during the past year: mainly, 
stock a title and keep it housed in the memory of a computer. 
also suffered from the so-called Thor decision, an IRS ruling, 
involving the Thor Power Tool Co., ... 

higher costs to 
But the industry 
based on a case 

The nature of the year brought renewed attention to the conglomerates that 
have been scooping up book publishers. There was evidence that corporate infatua
tion with publishing houses was slackening. Companies were finding out that 
corporate methods do not easily translate to the unpredictable adventures of book 
publishing. Random House changed ownership, leaving RCA and entering the ledgers 
of privately-owned Newhouse Publications. 

Book publishing, as a business, has always been inefficient, and the movement 
of big companies into the industry has, in the view of many publishing people, had 
a limited effect on changing that ... 

Returns continued to weaken publishers. Few other industries permit their 
products to be returned for full credit years after ordered. Time was, returns 
were trifling, and the cost of warehousing and shipping books was low. But with 
the interest rates high and books coming back to publishers at the speed of light-
returns have been running at a 25 to 50% rate for hardbacks ... the industry clearly 
finds itself saddled with a system that no longer works ... 

Marketing attracted more attention .... Publishers, however, are still moving 
into marketing at a slow pace ... 

Among other hovering anxieties is the shortage of adroit young editors. As 
Richard Snyder, Pres. of Simon and Schuster, says: ''We are not getting the young 
people ... they say they can't even afford to get an apartment in New York with 
four in a room. So they are going to other businesses." .... Mr. Snyder says that 
he is looking at the possibility of renting dormitory space from Columbia University 
next year to house young prospects .... 

So, the future is not without hope. People, after all, continue to read books. 
Authors are interested in writing them. Many good editors who care immensely 
about fine writing are still practicing their craft. New video technologies may 
well present additional subsidiary markets for books. Even publishing doomsuyers 
believe that publishing is, at worst, passing through a transition stage and wi.11 
emerge in better shape than ever .... 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
HELP WANTED! ! ! 

Temple Emanuel Day School, Beverly Hills, is looking 
20 hours weekly, for library administration and for 
Salary is negotiable based on background. CONTACT: 

for a part-time protessional; 
S11pervising class vi.sitations. 

Ted Sharfman, : 8. 




