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PRESIDENT'S CORNER 

Now that the day has finally arrived, it is really hard to believe that two 
years have passed since I assumed the office of President of the Associa
tion--two years filled with conventions, workshops, meetings, and phone calls. 
The Association has now finally achieved full status within the Bureau, and 
equal pay status with the teachers. It was a long struggle and we should feel 
proud that it has finally been won. 

There is no way that a President can function independently, without the 
help of her Board--and certainly I had a wonderful Board to cooperate with. 
My personal thanks to all of those members who worked so hard dealing with 
the myriad of details it requires to run a successful organization. Thanks 
also to the general membership who provide the wonderful support group with
out which no group can function and grow. I know that the corning two years, 
under the leadership of Rita Frischer, and her newly elected board, will prove 
to be even more fruitful and provide continued growth. Mazel Tov to you all. 

J J !· ··-/... hvfr •'-r-( 1 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
fl .··; . () .' ,.· /_., ! / . ~ .. ~, ~ ... 

The following officers were elected to serve the Association for 1981-1983 
at the April 6, 1981 meeting. 

Congratulations! 

President 
1st Vice President; 
2nd Vice President: 
3rd Vice President: 
4th Vice President: 
Recording Secretary: 
Corresponding Secretary: 
Treasurer: 

Rita Frischer 
Jo Ann Lesser 
Sharon Goldberg 
Dorothy Schroeder 
Naomi Marblestone 
Susan Levine 
Fran Shuster 
Barbara Leff 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

SUMMER ACTIVITIES FOR FAMILIES 

Special programs are being offered on Sundays--June 7, June 14, July 19 at 
Hebrew Union College Skirball Museum, 32nd and Hoover Streets, Los Angeles. 

On June 7 and June 14 children, parents, and grandparents will come together 
to: learn how a Torah scroll is written and decorated, go on a museum "hunt", 
make a Torah wimpel for the family, etc. 

Three sessions will be held on June 7 and 14. 

On July 19, a program in connection with the exhibit "Like Those Who 
Dreamed: The Zionist Ideal in Art" designed for families with children aged 11 
and over will be held: 11:30 A.M. - 1 P.M. and 2:00-3:00 P.M. 

Cost: Adults: $3.00; museum members, $2.00 
Children: $1.50; museum members, $1.00 

Space for these programs is limited to 30 participants per session. Reservations 
are a must! For more information, call Natalie Halbert at . 
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A BICENTENNIAL SPECIAL 

"The Jews of Los Angeles: Urban Pioneers," a traveling exhibit as part of 
the city wide celebration of the Los Angeles Bicentennial, will remain at the 
Jewish Community Center, 6505 Wilshire Blvd., till May 31. After that date the 
exhibit may be seen at the World Trade Center Exhibit Hall from June 15-July 1. 
From July 2-14, the exhibit will be located at Area Center, Level C. 

The exhibition demonstrates the active and concerned participation of the 
Jewish community in the life of Los Angeles for 131 years through photographs 
and other memorabilia. 

At the AJLSC May Open Board Meeting we were treated to a guided tour by 
Mrs. Pauline Hirsh through this exciting historical exhibit. Mrs. Hirsh is 
the current president of the Southern California Historical Society and initiated 
the idea for an exhibit such as this to be part of the Bicentennial celebration. 
She was the primary force in collecting the photographs and memorabilia such as 
the pews apd the Torah from the Breed Street Shul that highlight the exhibit. 

Two of the most exciting elements of the exhibit are the full color map 
and the timeline. The full color, wall-sized map, created by Betty Kasner, is 
an attempt to show graphically some of the historic and current sites of Jewish 
life in Los Angeles. It includes educational institutions, hospitals, Temples, 
and cemeteries. The extensive timeline includes pictures and information 
plaques for the World, United States, California, and Los Angeles from 1850-
1980. 

For those of you who are afraid that history might be dull, we recommend 
this exhibit. It is both educational and fun. Be sure not to miss the room 
full of pictures of the entertainment industry. During your visit pick up the 
free brochure which includes a miniature map and chronology. 

* * * * * * * * * * ~'- _,_ 
~ " 

JEWISH BOOK MONTH AT LAPL 

Romaine Ahlstrom, Collection Development Manager of Los Angeles Public 
Library and guest speaker at our April meeting has announced that Jewish Book 
Month will be featured in special displays during November this year. 

Members of AJLSC who were present at the April meeting offered to assist 
LAPL in this project by soliciting interesting objects of Jewish significance 
(artistic, cultural, historic or religious) from members of their congrega
tions, from their families, or by lending things from their own collections. 

All members of AJLSC can participate in making LAPL 1 s November displays 
outstanding and noteworthy. If you have books or realia you think would con
tribute to either a general or thematic showcase, please call Rita Frischer, 
Librarian at Sinai Temple (474-1518 or 879-2465) before June 10. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

AJLSC LIBRARY LIGHT is distributed free to AJLSC members. We welcome 
articles. Send to Editors: Renee Hurewitz,  
Calif. 90212 orrDorothy Steinerj . 
DEADLINE FOR SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER LIBRARY LIGHT IS SEPTEMBER 1, 1981. Permission 
to reprint granted when credit is given to "Assn. of Jewish Libraries of So. 
Calif. LIBRARY LIGHT". 
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"QUOTATION MARK-ED" 
Compiled by Edith Wildman, 

Librarian (retired) 

THEME: JERUSALEM and/or ISRAEL 

Jerusalem shall be called the city of truth. 

Eternity means Jerusalem. 

There is no beauty like the beauty of Jerusalem. 

Jerusalem in the future will become a great light 
to all the nations. 

Still on Israel's head forlorn, 
Every nation heaps its scorn. 

MAYL JUNE 1981 

Zechariah, 8,3 

Talmud, Berakhot, 58 

Avot Derabbi Nathan, 
Talmudic Commentary 

Pesikta Rabbati, 
Piska Kumi Ori 

Lazarus, Emma 
"The World's Justice" 

As everyone treads on dust, so does every nation tread on Israel; but 
dust lasts longer than metal, and so shall Israel outlast the others. 

Genesis Rabbah 41:9 

... Beautiful are the days in our Land, ... But infinitely more splendid are 
the nights: nights deep with secrets and wrapt in mystery ... You are moved 
by urgings not of this world. In the silence you listen to the echoes of 
childhood, legends of ancient days take shape here quietly, flooding the 
soul and refreshing the anguished heart with the dew of hope and longing. 

David Ben Gurian 

Longing for Jerusalem by Judah Halevi 
0 city of the world, with sacred splendor blest, 
My spirit yearns to thee from out of the far-off West, 
A stream of love wells forth when I recall thy day, 
Now is thy temple waste, thy glory passed away. 
Had I an eagle's wings, straight would I fly to thee, 
Moisten thy holy dust with wet cheeks streaming free. Translated from the Hebrew 

by Emma Lazarus 

Ten things will God bring to pass in the future: 1) He will illumine the 
whole world .. , 2) He will cause fresh, curative waters to come forth from 
Jerusalem; 3) The trees will bear fruit each month; 4) All the cities 
that have been destroyed, even Sodom and Gomorrah, will be rebuilt; 
5) Jerusalem will be rebuilt with sapphires; 6) a cow and a bear will 
graze together; 7) God will make a covenant with the animals, birds, and 
all of Israel; 8) There will be no more weeping or wailing in the world; 
9) There will be no more death in the world; 10) There will no longer be 
any anguish, but all will rejoice. 

Exodus Rabbah 15: 21 

We intend to remain alive. Our neighbors want to see us dead. 1bat is not 
a question that leaves much room for compromise. 

Golda Meir 
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REVIEWS OF ADULT BOOKS J 
by Muriel Moster, Volunteer 

Sinai Temple Library 

MAY/JUNE 1981 

Appelfeld, Aharon. Badenheim 1939. 
148 p. $10. 00. 

Translated by Dalya Bilu. Boston, David R. 
Godine, 1980. 

We all have looked back on an event in our lives and wondered, "what if ... , 
what if I had done this or that on the day something catastrophic occurred in my 
life; would the course of events have been different; would anything have changed?" 
Thus it was in the town of Badenheim, the summer of 1939 when, with the benefit of 
hindsight, we wonder how events encroaching on the lives of the Jewish vacationers 
were accepted so casually. Everybody was so preoccupied with his own affairs at 
the summer resort, with the daily minutiae of meals, swimming, and being intoxicated 
by the wonderful air that when all Jews were required to register, including the 
visitors, at the Sanitation Department no one really stopped to question the 
oddity of such an order. 

After all, everyone was so polite at the municipal office as each Jewish 
registrant detailed his vital statistics. Minds were on the approaching Music 
Festival and other enticing diversions, until the barrier was placed at the 
entrance of the town and the Post Office was shut down. When everything in the 
town closed down, suspicion and mistrust were tempered with the explanation that 
the area was in quarantine due to "a Jewish epidemic." 

When an edict was issued that all Jews born in Poland must return and that 
the authorities were transferring them by train, one elderly man wondered if his 
pension would be recognized there. Gradually the fear and suspicion mounted 
and others began stocking poisonous drugs and narcotics. Many succumbed to 
despair. What was really going to happen in Poland? The Rabbi became intensely 
suspicious while the true meaning of events leading to everyone's death became 
starkly apparent. 

Like a microcosm of the Holocaust, the book is concise and well-done. It 
serves again as a warning: when the communication lines in a town are cut, when 
streets are deserted, when every Jew is detained, it is too late! 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Courter, Gay. The Midwife. Boston, Houghton Mifflin Company, 1981. 559 p. 
$12.95 

The Russian-Jewish experience early in this century is portrayed here through 
the story of a young midwife. A story worth reading for the added dimension it 
gives to our understanding of what our people had to endure in Russia throughout 
our history there and of the continued hardships imposed on them once they settled 
on American shores as immigrants. 

The author has extensive knowledge of the extreme suffering and victimization 
of our people at the hands of both the Russian authorities and the Russian peasants. 
She demonstrates the condition of our people there and their role as perennial 
scapegoat through the tribulations in young Hannah's life as a midwife, deeply 
devoted to her work and extremely qualified to cope with every complication of labor 
and child-birth. 

Her marriage in Odessa to Lazar who has been involved in abortive efforts to 
overcome the repressive Russian political and economic system is followed by their 

Continued on page 6 
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REVIEWS con. 

emigrating to New York with several other family members. Hannah is already 
pregnant, whether by Lazar or as a result of a brief encounter with an adored 
doctor on the staff of her hospital, she is not certain. 

Life in New York is a struggle. Lazar spends his time in theoretical 
debates on the merits of socialism versus capitalism. He marches, makes 
speeches, organizes unions and causes for the underprivileged and downtrodden. 
Hannah is the provider, emotionally and financially handling the family's 
burdens and responsibilities. 

Such disparate interests and activities lead, of course, to marital con
flict. The problems and trials that result make up the book's plot. Through 
it all, we are always cognizant that this is a Jewish family, coping as so 
many of our grandparents did to survive in this new land. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Golan, Aviezer and Pinkas, Danny. 

Delacorte Press, 1980. 345 p. 
Shula: Code Name The Pearl. 

$10.95. 
New York, 

Shula Ki-shak Cohen's story reads like a thrilling novel. Born in 
Palestine, married at sixteen to a Lebanese businessman of thirty-six, she 
became a daring spy for the Israelis, jeopardizing not only her own life, but 
those of her husband, her seven children, and the entire Jewish community of 
Beirut. 

The authors, who are well-known journalists in Israel, camouflage some of 
the details to protect various people and matters of security, but there is no 
doubt of Shula's influence on Israeli actions through her information network, 
her contacts, and her dedication to her people. 

Shula started out modestly by helping Jewish refugees from Syria to escape 
across the Lebanese border into Israel. Later she expanded her operation by 
contacts with underworld characters of the worst sort, dealing with anyone who 
could supply her with information that would prove helpful in gaining her 
objectives. She defied a life of convention and tradition to become deeply in
volved in the world of politics, espionage, and intrigue. 

Her drive and ambition plus the results of her unorthodox activities sus
tained her. She was stimulated by the importance of her work, but kept it a 
secret from her patient and faithful husband, who could not understand her need 
for activities outside her home. During the years of pressures and uncertainties 
in the cause of her humanitarian mission, she was the confidante of powerful men, 
any one of whom could have betrayed her. 

We read of the political rivalries, ever-changing alliances and on-going 
intrigue among Syria, Lebanon, Jordan and Egypt as well as Arabs, Moslems, and 
Christian sects. At times the names of past leaders, agents, spies, and double 
agents become confusing. Nevertheless, it is all worth reading for the addi
tional understanding one gains of the deep, underlying problems that hinder the 
peacemaking process in the Middle East. We learn that religious, ethnic, 
cultural, and family loyalties are deeper in many cases than the ties to a state. 
We see that settling tribal rivalries regarding matters of "honor" are more 
vital in many cases than national political policy. 

We see, finally, the difference one woman's actions made and the price she 
ultimately paid for her work. 



AJLSC LIBRARY LIGHT - 7 - MAY/. JUNE 1981 

REVIEWS OF ADULT BOOKS con. 

Cohen, Irving R. The Passover Commando. New York, Crown Publishers, Inc., 
1979. 242 p. $8.95. 

When mature, sophisticated adults take it upon themselves to avenge the 
six million Holocaust victims, one can be certain that another casualty will 
result. What at first appears to be a clever, harmless plot, simply to cause 
the object of the assault embarrassment, disgust, and annoyance, ultimately 
claims another victim, thirty-five years after the Nazis were defeated. 

A small group of friends, led by a Jew, decide to be judge, jury, and 
prosecutor to mete out justice to Dieter, a former Nazi soldier. Aryeh wants 
to make him understand what it is like to be a helpless victim. He conceives 
the idea of visiting a modern-day version of the 10 Passover plagues on the 
unsuspecting victim. The motive is to cause the normally self-disciplined 
Dieter to suffer as Jewish victims did, never knowing what to expect next. 

At first, the reader sees humor in frogs appearing out of nowhere to 
humiliate Dieter in his opera box just when he is about to make points with 
the newest lady in his life. He loses his cool and her too. But as the 
suspense builds up, the results become very serious. 

The idea of victims taking reprisal against an ex-Nazi is plausible, but 
as an offshoot of Holocaust literature this is in its entirety a strange story. 
When we see that the punishment intended for someone who was "only carrying 
out orders" ricochets, we must wonder if perhaps it is best that retribution 
come from authorized legal sources. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Hellman, Peter. Avenue of the Righteous: Portraits in Uncommon Courage of 

Christians and the Jews They Saved from Hitler. New York, Atheneum, 1980. 
267 p. Photographs. $11.95. 

This book is a tribute to four non-Jews: one Dutch, one Belgian, one 
Polish, and one French; who, despite the risk of death to themselves if caught 
by the Nazis, saved Jews who were running in terror during World War II. Each 
story is extremely affecting as it deals with decency in the face of evil, 
courage in the face of indifference, and love and concern in the face of 
intolerance and persecution. 

As our people all over Europe became fugitives, g~v~ng up their homes, 
families, and friends, fleeing for their very lives; they were often forced 
to change their names and identities. They took tremendous risks in order to 
survive. They depended on a stranger's whims, wiles, and willingness to help 
a Jew. 

Fortunately, there were those rare few with greatness of soul and with a 
fierce feeling of obligation to others who refused to submit to the inhumane 
conditions imposed by the German occupants. With great daring, these few 
offered hope and protection to whomever they could. 

It is to express public recognition and deep gratitude to these righteous 
non-Jews that honors flow from Jerusalem's Avenue of the Righteous at Yad Vashern. 
These true stories are heart-warming; we speculate on the rar~ty of such 
humaneness in the face of peril to their own lives. 

Although the author's writing appears disjointed jumping from personal 
interviews and encounters back to historical inserts, this is a most com
pelling. worthv addition to Holocaust literature. 
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Golan, Matti. The Geneva Crisis. New York, A & W Publishers, Inc., 1981. 
254 p. $11.95. 

The author of The Secret Conversations of Henry Kissinger shows that he 
can also write skillful fiction. His personal familiarity with Arab-Israeli 
policy and diplomacy, as well as his insight into terrorist motives, serve 
the reader well. The Geneva Crisis is an excellent contemporary thriller 
depicting exciting behind-the-headlines intrigue by Israelis, Palestinians, 
and Americans. 

The suspense in this short novel is realistic, well-maintained, and 
breathtaking. We find strongly drawn characterizations: the American-Jewish 
Secretary of Defense who thought he could forget his origins when a conflict 
arose between loyalty to his position and loyalty to his heritage; the 
traitors and heroes of different political spectrums; the antagonists, who, 
although well-educated, nevertheless, act with cruelty and violence when they 
feel victimized by injustice. 

The author treats us to a strange, searing love story; one involving 
not only men and women, but one that is intertwined with love of country and 
peoplehood. The passion, the plot, the politics impact on the reader, 
rewarding him with insight, wonderment, and entertainment. 

Explicit sexual material may be offensive to some. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Senger, Valentin. No. 12 Kaiserhofstrasse, the story of an invisible Jew in 

Nazi Germany. New York, E.P. Dutton, 1980. 238 p. Photographs. $10.95. 
Originally published in German. English translation by Ralph Manheim. 

This exciting biography covers the years 1933-45. Although the writing 
is rather elementary, it appears as if the protagonist was talking to a friend. 
The story conveys the miracle of a Jewish family's amazing survival during 
World War II in Frankfurt Am Main, Germany. We are witness to day-to-day fear 
in work, in school, in all associations as each family member shuns being found 
out by the authorities. The terror is always present as they see the constant 
arrests, the disappearance of vast numbers of Jews, and hear regularly of 
concentration camp atrocities. 

The author tries "telling it as it 
force, and great warmth for his family. 
mother, who instilled in her family the 
subservient, and accepting of authority 
Never permitting themselves to be known 
problems. Yet, this would seem a small 

apparently happened" -- with humanism, 
He spends much time analyzing his 

vital necessity for being inconspicuous, 
if they expected to survive Nazi Germany. 
as Jews did create personal psychological 
price to pay for survival. 

He had one terrifyingly close call after another until liberated at long 
last by American forces who first treated him as a German, then almost shipped 
him to Russia, accusing him of being a Russian spy. 

Some of his youthful wartime romances may seem to be told in unnecessary 
detail, but they do serve to convey how careful he had to be in sharing the 
truth about himself even in moments of ardor. 

Somewhat reminiscent of Walter Laquer's The Missing Years, this story merits 
telling, for how many Jewish families, known throughout their neighborhood, 
during the Nazi reign, lived to tell about it. 
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SUPPLEMENT #15 - May, 1981 
to 

BOOKS ON JEWISH THEMES 
An annotated list - August, 1976 

Compiled by Nettie Frishman 
Ch's. Lbrn. retired: LAPL 

The following titles were purchased by the Children's Services Division of 
the Los Angeles Public Library, Jan. -May, 1981. Nettie Frishman, who 
usually reviews all these books, is sharing the book reviewing with other 
members of Children's Services, many of whom are associated with AJLSC and 
oriented to Judaica books for children. 

Nelson, Esther. 
Gr. 6-adult. 

HOLY DAYS AND HOLIDAYS 

Holiday Singing and Dancing Games. 
Photo illus. 

Sterling, cl980. 72 p. 

Fifteen holiday songs with accompanying movements, games or dancing, 
for children ages 2-8 years. An age chart in back displays the age range 
for each song. Jewish holidays covered are Passover (Dayenu) and Hannukkah. 
For use by teachers and recreation leaders. 

Steinkoler, Ronnie. A Jewish Cookbook for Children. Illus. Sonja Glassman. 
Messner, cl980. 96 p. Gr. 3-5. 

A beginning cookbook of traditional Jewish recipes for the Sabbath and 
holidays. Introductory chapters include: short history of Jewish cooking, 
dietary laws, rules for cooking, cooking terms and food preparation. A 
well organized cookbook arranged by holidays. Background on customs and 
traditions are given for each holiday and most recipes. Recipes are clear 
and easy to follow. Recipes that require adult help are starred. Contains 
more traditional recipes than Burstein's A FIRST JEWISH HOLIDAY COOKBOOK. 
Purdy's JEWISH HOLIDAY COOKBOOK has a more attractive format, but recipes 
are a bit harder. A nice addition. 

Rochelle Schwartzman 

Taylor, Sydney. Danny Loves a Holiday. Illus. Gail Owens. Dutton, cl980. 
70 p. Gr. 3-5. 

A collection of stories which follow Danny and his family throughout 
the year as they celebrate the Jewish holidays. Warm and humorous stories 
similar to the author's All-of-a-Kind Family series. Published posthumously, 
many of the stories appeared in Highlights and World Over magazines in the 
1950s and 1960s. Some of the stories, therefore, sound a bit dated. However, 
there is good, basic information on the holidays nicely woven into each story. 
Gail Owens' drawings help to give the stories a contemporary look. Good 
choice as a read-aloud. 

Chaikin, Miriam. 
cl980. 128 p. 

Rochelle Schwartzman 

FOR THE MIDDLE READER 

Finders Weepers. Illus. Richard Eglielski. Harper and Row, 
Gr. 4-5. 

Another warm and affectionate story of Jewish family life in Brooklyn of 
the 1930s in this sequel to the author's I Should Worry, I Should Care. 
Molly, now in the 6th grade, finds a ring on the playground, only to dis-

Continued on page 10 
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cover that it belongs to a school playmate, Hannah Gitel, a German refugee. 
The ring sticks to her finger, and she attributes all the bad luck that has 
been happening in the family, like her baby brother's illness, to the fact 
that she can't get it off! Finally, she returns the ring and is able to 
attend the Temple on Yom Kippur with a clear conscience. As in the previous 
title, Molly's encounters with her family and friends are natural and 
spontaneous; and there is a genuine feeling for time and period. For the 
Sydney Taylor All-of-a-Kind Family fans--but it can stand on its own. 

Harris, Mark Jonathan. With a Wave of the Wand. Lothrop, Lee, cl980. 191 p. 
Gr. 5-7. 

Twelve year old Marlee Phillip's life was completely disrupted when her 
parents separated and her Mom gave up their Woodland Hills home for a 
"crummy smaller one on a smelly canal in Venice" to be closer to her new 
position as a librarian in the Venice (Calif.) library. Friendship with 
old Mr. Tamaro, her next door neighbor and a retired magician, leads her 
to hope that a magic spell can bring her parents together again. When 
the plan failed, and her beloved father told her of his intent to move to 
New York, Marlee runs away from home. It takes the combined efforts of 
her distraught parents and a concerned Mr. Tamara to make her come to 
terms with her feelings of guilt for the separation and acceptance of the 
fact that "there's only so long you can cry for something you can 1 t havL'." 

Ethnically, this is a Jewish family with a 'typical' Jewish grandmother 
who was sure that if Mom and Dad had been married in the Temple--the 
marriage would have lasted. Because they practised no religion--they 
practised them all: a tree at Christmas and Passover at Grandma's. 

Author's realistic and sensitive portrayal of this situation, his well 
drawn characterizations, light touch, smooth language and excellent plot 
development give a sense of close touch with a problem many of our young 
people are facing. Lots of local color here for Southern Californians: 
the Venice Pier, L.A. Dodgers, etc. 

Skalsky, Mindy Warshaw. Hannah is a Palindrome. Illus. Karen Weinhaus. 
Harper, cl980. 124 p. Gr. 3-4. 

Here are some further adventures of Hannah, youthful heroine of 
Whistling Teakettle and Carnival and Kopeck. Hannah's parents buy a 
rundown restaurant and gas station in Grand View, New York and the 
story is concerned with the small adventures attendant upon making it 
a livable home and a paying enterprise. Papa can fix anything; Mama 
invents the square hamburger. At her new school Hannah discovers that 
a palindrome is a word that is spelled the same forwards and backwards 
and uses her new found wisdom to put down the class bully, Otto. 

A warm and gently humorous story of an ethnically Jewish family in the 
1930s. This book is more tightly structured than the previous two, how
ever, the anecdotal and episodic format lends itself to reading aloud. 
Can be used with fans of Cleary's Ramona stories. 
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SUPPLEMENT #15 con. 

FOR THE OLDER READER 

Baer, Edith. Frost in the Night. Pantheon, cl980. 208 p. Gr. J/SHS 

The fragile, graceful and complacent world of upper middle class Jewish 
society in 1932 is seen through the eyes of a schoolgirl barely touched by 
social and political shadows. This finely woven narrative evokes the 
imagery of that delicately balanced time in Germany prior to the plunge 
into destruction. Told earlier in time than Orgel's Devil in Vienna, which 
is faster paced reading and has a plot involving friendship, this title is 
on a more mature level and holds the reader through quietly compelling 
descriptive evocation. Ms. Baer has an outstanding writing style. This 
distinguished autobiographical novel treats a historical period not des
cribed in other Holocaust materials. There will be a sequel. 

Eda White 

Fisher, Leonard Everett. A Russian Farewell. Illus. by author. Four Winds 
Press, cl980. 133 p. Gr. J/SHS 

Benjamin and Hannah Shapiro, with their eleven children, ten girls, are 
prominent citizens of Krolovets in the Ukraine. The Shapiros had settled 
there in 1794 and prospered. Benjamin was a respected leader who protected 
Krolovet's Jews from their hostile world. Taken from actual events in 
their lives between 1904-1906, this historical novel tells of the persecu
tion of Jews in Czarist Russia, and the terror that finally drove the 
Shapiros to emigrate to America. Benjamin has strong ties to the land. 
Hannah, a strong woman, is more concerned with her children's future. She 
is determined to leave. This family saga details the events that lead to 
Benjamin's wrenching decision to agree with her. Like Fisher's handsome 
illustrations, this is a starkly realistic tale. More narrative history 
than fiction, it may not be read for the story, but the book could be 
introduced to children interested in their heritage. 

Helen Muller 

Haugaard, Erik Christian. Chase Me Catch Nobody! Houghton, cl980. 210 p. 
Gr. 6-9. 

In 1937, fourteen year old Erik Hansen, "a perfectly ordinary Danish 
boy and a bit of a snob" by self definition, goes on a week long educa
tional excursion to Germany with several classmates and finds himself 
propelled into an exciting international adventure. Given a packet by 
a shabby stranger who is then picked up by the Gestapo. Erik takes it 
upon himself to deliver the Danish passports it contains. With the 
aid of a classmate, Nikolai, Erik becomes involved in the escape of 
a thirteen year old half-Jewish girl who called herself Neimand (nobody) 
and who has been in hiding from the Gestapo for a year. 

With Haugaard's sharp and subtle portrayals of a crowd of characters, 
from sinister young Nazis to the Danish boys and their two teachers 
with different ideologies, this is a fast-paced thriller to the end. 
The rowdy humor of schoolboys on a holiday gives it a light touch; 
and the first person narrative heightens the immediacy. There is 
substance, as well as suspense here--and should prove popular in the 
collection. 
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FOR FAMILY SHARING 

Goffstein, M.B. Laughing Latkes. Illus. by author. Far~ar, cl980. Unpaged. 
Kdn.-gr. 3. 

Written in the Jewish scholarly tradition of answering a question with 
a question, this childlike holiday story jokingly poses the question of 
why potato latkes laught the eight nights of Hannukkah. Not much point to 
the story, and customs and history of this well loved holiday are only 
lightly touched upon. A child reading this on his own might well say, "So 
what?"·. However, Goff stein's tiny people, and her illustrations of 
animated nuts, raisins and latkes would lend itself to parent-child sharing. 

Postman, Frederica. The Yiddish Alphabet Book. Illus. Bonnie Stone. N'Pye 
Press, cl979. Unpaged. All ages. 

This Yiddish alphabet book contains the following for each letter: 
large Yiddish letter, name of letter transliterated, word or words in 
Yiddish, transliteration of Yiddish words and English translation of each. 
An introduction to the Yiddish language suitable for preschool to adult. 

Attractive format similar to that of many alphabet books with a page 
for each letter bordered by the Yiddish alphabet and a picture page facing 
it illustrating the words mentioned. Can be used on different levels! 
by an adult with his or her grandchildren to spark some interest in the 
Yiddish culture, by an adult or older child who is beginning to learn the 
language, or as a nostalgic book for an adult who had spoken the language 
as a child. Background on the Yiddish language is included, as well as 
a transliteration guide to help the reader pronounce vowel and consonant 
sounds. A well-known authority was used for spelling and meanings-
Weinrich's Modern Yiddish-English Dictionary. 

Rochelle Schwartzman 

Sobel, Harriet Langsam. Grandpa: A Young Man Grown Old. Photos by Patricia 
Agre. Coward-McCann, cl980. 38 p. Gr. 5-adult. 

This is not a picture book, though it has pictures; it is not a 
biography, though it tells of Morris Kaye's life; it is not an elegy, 
for Morris Kay at 78 is alive and active. It is a dialogue, perhaps, 
between Morris and his granddaughter Karen: it is a view of one man 
from two angles: it is an oral history transcribed: it is a family 
photo album: and it is a universal reminder of the dignity and rich
ness of each person's life. Share it with your children and with your 
parents. Perhaps they will write their own family treasure. 

Rita Frischer. From MOMENT Mag. Nov. 1980 

* * * * * * * * * * * * 

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBER 

 
 

 
Vol. Lbrn. Parent Teacher, Havarah 
Emanuel Community Day School 
8844 Burton Way 
Beverly Hills, Calif. 90211 
(274-6388 

Please make the following corrections 
on your membership list: 

GOLDWASSER, LOTTIE  
   

 
Lbrn., Temple Beth Am 

GOLDBERG, SHARON  
 

Lbrn., L.A. County Public Library 
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FREE AND INEXPENSIVE MATERIALS 
TO EXPAND YOUR CLASSROOM/LIBRARY 

WITH RESOURCES AVAILABLE IN YOUR COMMUNITY 

A. HUMAN RESOURCES 

1. Volunteers, trained properly, can enrich your program. 

2. Educators with new innovative ideas, programs or materials, as well as 
commercial firms with educational products to sell - frequently provide 
speakers and programs. 

B. DIRECTORIES: 

1. The Jewish Yellow Pages 

2. The Jewish Catalog 

3. American Jewish Year Book 

4. Medium. Jewish Media Service 

5. Educators guide to 

6. Audiovisual Market Place: a multimedia guide. N.Y., Bowker- annual. 

7. Guides to Educational Media: films, filmstrips, kinescopes, phonodiscs, 
phonotapes, programmed instruction materials, slides, transparencies, 
videotapes. Chicago, American Library Assn. 

8. National Information Center for Educational Media. NICEM media indexes. 
Los Angeles, National Information Center, University of So. California. 

9. Los Angeles Public Library. Film Catalog: a catalog of 16 mm. 
tional, educational and documentary sound films. Los Angeles: 
Angeles Public Library, Audio-Visual Dept. $2. 

C. COMMERCIAL ESTABLISHMENTS: 

informa
Los 

1. Watch book store displays - if one catches your eye, speak with the 
manager. When they take down the display, you can pick up the paper 
forms instead of the trash collector. 

2. Browse through used book stores - let them know what you need. 

3. See A2 above - frequently they have materials of interest. 

4. Read newspaper ads, e.g. savings and loan companies have distributed 
historical documents, free posters, and booklets. 

D. PUBLIC AND COMMUNITY SERVICES: 

1. Get on mailing list of Superintendent of Documents, U.S. Government 
Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 20402. They will send you a free 
monthly bulletin of government publications - some for free and others 
at reasonable prices. 
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2. Contact Museums. Most have loan exhibits, monthly or quarterly inexpensive 
publications with exceptional fine illustrations (for picture files). 
Also check gift shops of museums of inexpensive post cards of major art 
exhibits (e.g. Ketubot), artists works, posters, artifacts, exceptionally 
beautiful calendars (for picture files), and unusual theme gift wrap 
suitable for mounting as a poster. 

a. Museums in your area may have many items not on display, but available 
for lending to educational institutions. 

b. Contact Jewish museums for catalogs; e.g. 
Judah Magnes Museum 
Jewish Museum 
Skirball Museum 

3. Contact the main public library in your area. Ask for catalog of AV 
materials and for book lists of Jewish interest. (If they do not have 
these, they may create them when they know there is an audience for 
them. 

4. American Jewish Archives, 3101 Clifton Ave., Cincinnati, Ohio 45220, is 
the national repository for American Jewish history -- and they offer 
many items, e.g. 

a. Large posters (28 issued to date) on quality paper - first 6 free 
to institutions, $2 each for rest). Scenes and personalities of 
American Jewish history. 

b. Free loan exhibits (facsimilies of documents, permaplaqued and 
ready for hanging). Only cost is postage and insurance both ways. 

c. Brochures (single copies free), monographs ($1.50-$3.50) and other 
publications. 

d. American Jewish Archives - semi-annual publication - free. 

5. JEWISH FEDERATION COUNCIL and its affiliates: They provide lots of 
brochures and information on Jewish communal services. Directory of 
JFC. (Walk through the building in your area, and collect from each 
of the agencies and affiliates their brochures -- build up your library 
collections and teach about the Jewish community organizations from 
the brochures!) Many have educational materials, here are a few: 

Anti-Defamation League 
Bureau of Jewish Education 
American Zionist Federation 
American Zionist Youth Foundation 
Zionist Organization of America 
American Jewish Committee 
World Zionist Organization 

6. DIRECTORIES TO YOUR CITY OF JEWISH PLACES OF INTEREST -- If you don't 
have one, get involved in making one! 

7. JEWISH NATIONAL FUND has a catalog and many free and ~nexpensive 
materials about Israel. 

Continued on page 15. 
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RESOURCES con. 

8. Contact consulates of various countries for posters, pictures, books and 
materials. ISRAELI CONSULATES have a number of documents. In fact, the 
most up-to-date resource on Israel is the publication issued free by 
the Consulate General of Israel entitled FACTS ABOUT ISRAEL. Ask for 
the latest edition. 

9. Check with those colleges and universities that have Jewish Studies 
programs. They have many sources to recommend for materials. Also 
check with Hillel Councils on the college campuses. 

10. Day Schools should check with gas companies, electric companies, 
telephone companies for materials. 

11. Jewish Book Council of JWB publishes an annual retrospective annotated 
book, JEWISH BOOK ANNUAL, of books of Jewish interest, fiction, Hebrew, 
Yiddish, non-fiction. They also have many publications, bibliographies, 
book lists, information on book fairs, literature, etc. 

E. AUDIO VISUAL MATERIALS 

1. Free rental films are available from some filmmakers and distributors 
and public libraries, e.g. 

Canadian Consulate General (213-622-1029) 
510 West 6th Street, Los Angeles, Calif. 

(They distribute National Film Board of Canada films of 
excellent quality and subject.) 

Modern Talking Picture Service (213-469-8282) 
1145 North McCadden Place, Los Angeles, Calif. 90038 

2. Medium - free publication of Jewish Hedia Service lists films and 
rentals. 

3. For help in selecting AV equipment, check the public library for 
Audio-Visual Equipment Directory - an annual publication. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

RECENT PUBLICATION 

"Plays of Jewish Interest: A Preliminary Catalogue'' has been published 
recently by the Jewish Theatre Association. Edited by Edward Cohen, literary 
advisor for the Jewish Repertory Theatre (N.Y.), the catalogue lists almost 
200 plays relating to aspects of Jewish experience, life and culture culled 
from the Samuel French Catalogue, the catalogue of the Dramatists Play Service, 
and plays of playwrights listed in the National Playwrights Directory. This 
catalogue is available from the National Foundation for Jewish Culture, 
122 East 42nd Street, New York, New York 10168. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
AJL National Convention at Grossinger's, N. Y. 1 June 21-24, 1981 
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