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DATES TO MARK ON YOUR CALENDAR 

APRIL 18 - 1st PASSOVER SEDER 
MAY 1 - YOM HA-SHOAH 
MAY 3 - SOLIDARITY WALK 
MAY 4 - AJLSC OPEN BOARD MEETING at the JEWISH COMMUNITY LIBRARY 

6505 Wilshire Blvd., 12th Floor 

We will have a guided tour of the Bicentennial Exhibit and receive 
whatever printed materials are available. 
THIS IS FOR ALL MEMBERS. 
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PRESIDENT'S CORNER 

The contributions of the Jewish community to the life and growth of Los 
Angeles from 1850 to 1981 will be documented in a pictorial exhibit at the 
Jewish Community Building from March to the end of May. Interspersed are two 
dates of particular note to Librarians--March 29th, Sunday, and May 5th, 
Tuesday. On both of these dates Jewish authors and illustrators have been 
invited to present programs geared to children, kindergarten through young 
adult. AJLSC has offered to co-host these events with the Jewish Community 
Library. You should be receiving further communication directly from Hava 
Ben-Zvi and Dorothy Schroeder concerning the exact format of these programs. 
As an "insider" on the programming, I can only tell you that they sound 
terrific. 

Again, a special note of appreciation to Dr. Benjamin Yapko, Director of 
the Bureau of Jewish Education, for supporting the Librarians and guaranteeing 
that we are now included in the salary scale for teachers (and librarians). 
The salary scale as presented by the Bureau will now equalize teachers' 
salaries with those of the Los Angeles City School System. A special thank 
you to Rita Frischer for attending the meeting and representing the Association 
so ably. 

As you will note, our calendar indicates many exciting events corning up 
before the year ends in June. Hope to see all of you, with a special invitation 
to those people we have not seen for a while. We miss you. 

A happy Purim. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Dear Members: 

The Nominating Committee recommends the following slate of candidates for Elected 
Officers 1981-1983. 

President: 
1st Vice President: 
2nd Vice President: 
3rd Vice President: 
4th Vice President: 
Recording Secretary: 
Corresponding Secretary: 
Treasurer: 

Rita Frischer 
Jo Ann Lesser 
Sharon Goldberg 
Dorothy Schroeder 
Naomi Marblestone 
Susan Levine 

Barbara Leff 

Any further nominations may be submitted in writing, with the approval of the 
nominee, to the chairman of the Nominating Committee one week prior to the 
April 6, 1981 meeting. 

Election of Officers will be held at the meeting on April 6. 

I extend my appreciation to the members of the Nominating Committee: Rita Frischer, 
Dorothy Schroeder, Dorothy Steiner, and Mitzi Weinstein. 

Cordially, 

Adaire Klein, 
Nominating Committee Chairman 
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GUIDES TO TV SHOW 

~,~....._ __ .;;:;~.·----'-'.'(~ 
AKEAMOD: {t 

"M ~ S A D A" ~~~ 
' . ' 

April 5 to 8, 1981 

9 to 11 P.M. 

ABC-TV 

Channel 7 

\. j 
.' 1 

The television series is based on 
Ernest Gann's novel The Antagonists 
now reissued under the title Masada. 
This is sure to be popular viewing 
with your patrons and questions may 
arise about Jewish interpretation. 

There are two guides available: 

1. A viewer's guide published by 
ABC-TV and available by writing 
to: Mr. Pete Rodriguez 

c/o ABC Television Center 
4151 Prospect Ave. 
Los Angeles, Calif. 90027 

Guide includes synopsis of the series, 
chronology of events and suggested 
discussion questions. No charge and 
may be copied. 

2. From the Jewish perspective, American 
Assn. for Jewish Education, Jewish 
Media Service/JWB, and Amer. Zionist 
Youth Foundation have co-sponsored 
publication of study guides for 
elementary, high school, and adults 
in one kit. Its four sections in
clude: Historical overview by most 
noted Masada authority, Dr. Y. Gafney; 
Creative (experiencial) learning 
activities; Questions for discussion; 
and bibliography/glossary of terms. 

Hava Ben-Zvi of the Jewish Community 
Library has served as a catalyst to 
getting these Jewish study guides into 
our local Jewish schools. (Publicity 
was relatively minimal because there 
were unavoidable delays in production.) 
Each school has been contacted by the 
Bureau of Jewish Education about the 
study guide. Since permission to photo
copy has been granted in advance, only 
one copy is needed per school, unless 
you wish an original (in color). 

For additional copies, send $4.50 for each 
PREPAID to either: American Assn. for 
Jewish Ed., 114- 5th Ave., N.Y., N.Y., 
10011, or Jewish Media Service/JWB, 
15 E. 26th St., N.Y., N.Y., 10010. 

Nama Frenkel of Jewish Media Service 
says that the TV show oversimplifies 
critical Jewish issues involved in the 
destruction of the Temple and the 
War against the Romans. It tends to 
show more Roman life than Jewish life 
in "Masada"; and they state that the 
Jewish zealots on Masada were atheists. 
These are issues covered by the Jewish 
viewpoint, and, therefore, are important 
for our Jewish educators to know. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

AUTHOR~ AUTHOR! 

Michael Wagman, author of the popular historical novel The Far Horizons will speak 
at Sinai Temple Library on Wednesday, March 25, at 10:30 A.M. His topic will be: 

Russia 1880 - America 1980 
Coffee will be served in Traub Hall at 10 A.M. 
Admission is free. Bring your friends. 
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MAS ADA 
A Selected Bibliography 

Prepared by Adaire Klein, Librarian 
Yeshiva University of Los Angeles 

MAR. /APR. 1981 

This reading list is not intended as a definitive bibliography on Masada and 
related issues. It is suggested that it serve only as a beginning. 

Alter, Robert. "The Masada Complex." Commentary; July, 1973. 
"Letters to the Editor." Commentary; October, 1973. 
(see comments on July article) 

Encyclopaedia Judaica. Jerusalem: Keter Publishing House Ltd., 1971. See: 
"Masada," pp. 1078-1091, "Suicide," pp. 489-491. 

Gann, Ernest J. Masada. New York: 
Antagonists. New York: Simon 
basis for the screenplay. 

Jone, 1981. (Originally published as The 
and Schuster, 1971). This book is the 

Heller, Bernard. "Masada and the Talmud." Tradition; Winter, 1968. pp. 31-34. 
(Masada is not mentioned in the Talmud. Why? Is the Josephus version 
true?) ', 

Hoenig, Sidney B. "The Sicarii in Masada - Glory or Infamy?" 
Spring, 1970, pp. 5-30. (Should they have surrendered? 
to commit suicide?) 

Tradition; 
Was it right 

Josephus, Flavius. The Jewish War. 
(There are a number of editions 
not his rendition is accurate.) 

Baltimore: Penguin Books, 1959. 
of Josephus. The question is whether or 

Lamm, Maurice. The Jewish Way in Death and Mourning. New York: The Jonathan 
David Publishers, 1969, pp. 215-220 on suicide. 

"Masada and Yavneh." The Jewish Spectator; November, 1966. 

"Masada, Josephus and Yadin." The Jewish Spectator; October, 1967. 

Pearlman, Moshe. The Zealots of Masada. New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 
1967. 

Rothstein, Rafael. The Story of Masada. Englewood: SBS Publishing Inc., 1981. 
(This is a new book which I have not seen yet.) 

Spero, Shubert. "In Defense of the Defenders of Masada." Tradition; Spring, 
1970, pp. 31-43. (Defense even though suicide is contrary to Jewish Law.) 

Tamarin, Alfred H., editor. 
Four Winds Press, 1968. 

Revolt in Judea: The Road to Masada. New York: 
(An adaptatjon of the Josephus account.) 

Weiss-Rosmarin, Trude. "Masada Revisited." The Jewish Spectator; December, 
1969. 

Yadin, Yigael. Masada: Herod's Fortress and the Zealots' Last Stand. New York: 
Random House, 1966. 
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REPORT ON BUREAU OF JEWISH EDUCATION PERSONNEL PRACTICES MEETIN~ 
FEBRUARY 11. 1981 

Rita Frischer, Librarian at Sinai Temple, West Los Angeles, and President
Elect of AJLSC, served as our representative at a meeting of the BJE Personnel 
Practices Committee, held at the Valley office of Jewish Federation Council. 
Objectives of the meeting were to establish salary scales and increase percent
ages for the upcoming year for BJE affiliated teachers. 

During the meeting, it was decided to arrange the percentage of increase 
so that, at long last, day school and afternoon school teachers would be on a 
par. For many years, part-time teachers were paid at a much higher scale. This 
year, after careful changes during the past couple of years, the inequity has 
been erased by an 8% increase for day school personnel and a 5% increase for 
afternoon school people. When the position of librarians was questioned, 
Dr. Benjamin Yapko, Director of the BJE, assured our representative that 
librarians, at last, will be included in the Salary Schedule, to be paid 
according to their qualifications at the same rate as teachers. 

This is the culmination of years of negotiation and an achievement which 
would have been impossible to attain without the aid and support of Dr. Yapko. 
We are very grateful for his help. If you have questions about the Salary Scale, 
contact the Bureau office. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

PETER M. KAHN 
JEWISH COMMUNITY LIBRARY 

Assisted by 
THE ASSOCIATION OF JEWISH LIBRARIES OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 

presents 

BICENTENNIAL PROGRAMS 

WE WRITE! YOU READ! WE TALK! 

CONVERSATIONS WITH SELECTED AUTHORS 
and 

ILLUSTRATORS OF BOOKS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 

SUNDAY, MARCH 29, 1981 

1 P.M. to 3 P.M. 

TUESDAY, MAY 5, 1981 

1 P.M. to 3 P.M. 

RUTH BORNSTEIN 
MALKA DRUCKER 
PHYLLIS EISENBERG 
RITA GELMAN 
FLORENCE WHITE 

SUE ALEXANDER 
CAROL CHAPMAN 
DOROTHY LEON 
LINDA POLON 
SUSAN RUBIN 
YETTA SPEEVACK 

Class visits for this program may be arranged in advance. 

For Reservations call: 852-1234 Ext. 3202 or Dorothy Schroeder: 8 

These programs will take place in the library 
12th Floor, 6505 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles 90048 
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WELCOME TO NEW AND RENEWING MEMBERS 

BURKE, RICK ) 
 

* Lbrn., Sephardic Temple Tifereth Israel 
Levy Sephardic Library 
10500 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles 90024 
(475-7311) 

BUCHBINDER, JOAN 
 91367 

Lbrn., Kadima Hebrew Academy 
7401 Shoup Ave., Canoga Park 91303 
(346-0849) 

GOLDWASSER, LOTTIE ) 
 

Lbrn., Temple Beth Am 

HARRIS, MOLLIE  
 

Lbrn., Jewish Community Center 
Samuel & Rebecca Astor Judaica Lib. 
4079 -54 St., San Diego 92105 
(714-583-3300) 

ROSE, RUTH W.  
 

Lbrn., Temple Beth David, Westminster 

WINNIKOFF, JO ELLEN  
 

Coord. Lbrn., Instr. Materials Center 
L.A. Unified School District 
(625-6482) 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

NEW GUIDE TO CHILDREN'S LITERATURE 

Schocken Books lists in their Spring/Summer 1981 catalog a book all librar
ians and parents should watch for: A COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE TO CHILDREN'S LITERATURE 
WITH A JEWISH THEME by Enid Davis, a children's librarian in Palo Alto, California. 
I was asked to review this book while it was still in manuscript form; therefore, 
I cannot comment on the final organization, nor on the indexing and accessibility 
of listings. However, I £an say that the organization at the time I previewed it 
was excellent, most of the reviews sprightly and well-written, and the introductory 
material preceding each subject category is interesting and useful. I hope the 
final editing doesn't tamper too much with a good thing, for although some of 
Davis's arrangements and subject divisions are different from those we usually 
find, the logic behind her decisions is clear and she has obviously put much 
thought into her work. 

The price tag is not low--$18.00 in hardcover--but it would be a good invest
ment, especially for beginning a children's library. If the cost seems prohibi
tive, perhaps two small institutions could arrange to share this fine reference 
tool. Davis is also the author of THE LIBERTY CAP: A CATALOG OF NON-SEXIST 
MATERIALS FOR CHILDREN which I will comment on in the next issue. 

Anticipated release date of A COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE TO CHILDREN'S LITERATURE 
WITH JEWISH THEMES: July, 1981. 

Rita Frischer, Librarian 
Sinai Temple Library 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

BOOK REPAIR WORKSHOP HIGHLY SUCCESSFUL 

For those who were unable to attend, DEMCO offers this invaluable service. To 
arrange for a similar workshop, contact Don Hauser of Demeo Library Supplies-
(714) 689-0926. 
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STORYTELLING 
by Ilene Cohen, Librarian 

Temple Emanuel, Beverly Hills 

MAR./APR. 1981 

I attended a two day workshop on storytelling at U.C.L.A. on January 24th 
and 31st. Nancy Schimmel, formerly a children's librarian and now a profes
sional storyteller, taught what turned out to be a most enlightening and inspi
ring class. I will try to share with you a few of the highlights. 

When learning a story, memorize the introduction and the conclusion and 
learn the sequence of the plot. Usually with folktales, this is sufficient. 
In learning stories where the language is especially important, you may need to 
memorize the entire story word for word. 

There is no escaping the basic drudgery which is involved in really learning 
a story well. Sometimes it helps to visualize the story. Learn the story in a 
quiet place. Then over-learn it and practice it where there will be some dis
traction as there will inevitably be some form of interference in the classroom 
or library setting. Some people practice while driving to work or while per
forming routine chores around the house. Try telling the story in front of a 
mirror or recording the story on tape to check out the finished product. 

In telling the story, pausing and pacing are important for adding ·variety. 
Try not to go too fast. People tend to speed up when they get nervous. Pay 
attention to the volume. Lowering or raising your voice may add to the dramatic 
impact of the story, but be careful not to lose the back row when you drop your 
voice. 

Storytelling is an important vehicle of communication. It transmits not 
only the story, but an enjoyment of the sounds and flow of language. It im
presses upon the ~istener the richness of literature by creating a love of words 
and a deeper involvement in the plot. Storytelling is also an important method 
of passing cultural values from one generation to the next. For Judaica librar
ians, it provides an effective means of transmitting Jewish history and values 
in a memorable and entertaining fashion. 

For more information on storytelling techniques, read Just Enough to Make a 
Story by Nancy Schimmel, Berkeley, Sisters' Choice Press, 1978. 

The following is only a sample bibliography of Jewish stories for children 
and young adults: 

Ausubel, Nathan, ed. A Treasury of Jewish Folklore. N.Y., Crown Publishers, 1948. 

Cone, Molly. Who Knows Ten. U.A.H.C., 1965. 

Freehof, Lillian S. Stories of King David. Phil., The Jewish Publication Society 
of America, cl952. 

Stories of King Solomon. Phil., The Jewish Publication Society of 
America, 1955. 

Harlow, Jules, ed. Lessons From Our Living Past. N.Y., Behrman House, 1972. 

Prose, Francine. Stories From Our Livigg Past. (Edited by Jules Harlow) N.Y., 
Behrman House, 1974. 

Continued on page 8 
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Storytelling con. 

Rush, Barbara and Marcus, Eliezer. 
Folktales for the Festivals. 

Seventy and One Tales For the Jewish Year; 
N.Y., A.Z.Y.F., 1980. 

Serwer, Blanche Luria. Let's Steal the Moon. Boston, Little Brown and Co., 
1970. 

Simon, Solomon. The Wise Men of Helm and Their Merry Tales. N.Y., Behrman 
House, 1945. 

More Wise Men of Helm. N.Y., Behrman House, 1965. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
THE NATURE OF COURAGE 

Lesson Plan for Librarians and Teachers 
Prepared by Rita Frischer 
Librarian, Sinai Temple 

Consider the nature of courage ... 

.. . the courage it took Esther to approach the king and save her people 
(Purim, March 20) 

... the courage humor instills in times of pain and danger (Jewish humor 
as it applies to Purim, Israeli survival, etc.) 

... the courage of the martyrs of Hasada as they took their own lives to 
defeat their enemies (MASADA on ABC-TV, April 5-8) 

... the courage of Moses as he led the people of Israel from slavery in 
Egypt (Pesach, April 19) 

... the courage of those who suffered the greatest tragedy in the history 
of our people, the Holocaust (Yom Ha-shoah, Hay 1) 

... the courage of those who fought for the Independence of the State of 
Israel (Independence Day, May 9) 

... the intellectual courage of scholars through the ages (Lag B'Omer, 
May 22) 

Consider a broad-ranging coverage of the nature of courage. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
RELIGION AND THE ELECTRONIC 1'-lEDIA 

A day long conference on this topic will b~ h~ld on March 24 at St. Sophia's 
Cathedral, 1324 S. Normandie, Los Angeles. Registration will be at 8:30A.M. 

At 9 A.M. Ron Hendren, critic at large for KNBC, will speak on the electronic 
media. After a Brown Bag lunch a dialogue will be held on "The Impact of the 
Hedia on Religion and the Faith Community" between Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum and 
Dr. Harry Hollis. 

Workshops will continue all afternoon including: The Impact of the Hedia on 
Community Definition and Value of Education with Rabbi William Cutter and 
Theological, Liturgical and Mystical as a Hedia Experience with Rabbi Stephen 
Robbins. 

A box dinner will be served and speakers will continue during the evening. 
The cost of the conference is $20.00, including the box supper. 

For further information call: Janis Plotkin  
Glen Poling  
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LOS ANGELES BICENTENNIAL EVENT 

"Jews of Los Angeles: Urban Pioneers," an exhibition of photographs com
bined with music, lectures and dramatic readings. Continues daily except 
Saturday at the Jewish Community Center, 6505 Wilshire Blvd., until May 31. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
JEWISH READ-ALONGS 

by Mitzi Weinstein, Librarian 
Temple Menorah, Redondo Beach 

So many times I've heard parents and children complain that the religious 
school textbook is too hard to read. 

In response to this problem, I have begun taping the texts that Temple 
Menorah uses. I have two ordinary inexpensive cassette recorders that have 
built-in microphones. These, together with cheap cassette tapes and a copy 
of the textbook, and a pencil are all I need for this activity. Both recorders 
are set up at the same time so that two recordings can be made with one reading. 

Here is an example of how a typical tape might start. "This tape will 
tell the story of Esther. Open your book, Jewish Heroes, to page 130 and 
follow along with me. When you hear my tap (tap, tap made by pencil point or 
other sharp object) you will know that I have gone across to the top of the 
next page or that you need to turn the page. Now find page 130 (pause), 
page 130 (slight pause) and we'll start reading together." (pause) Begin 
reading fairly slowly and remember those tap taps because some children will 
lose their place and this quickly brings them back to where you are reading. 
I finish the reading with a reminder to the listener to press the stop button 
and to rewind the tape. 

There is no danger of having the tape erased, because I remove the small 
knockout tab at the top of the cassette. If I should decide to reuse the tape, 
all I have to do is put a small strip of Scotch mending tape over the little 
tab hole and then I can record right over the previous recording. 

The cassettes are processed and cataloged. Each tape cassette is given an 
accession number and the symbol "C" which is put on the cassette label in 
addition to the name of the text, author, and pages recorded. Sides one and 
two are recorded and labeled independently although the cassette itself has one 
number. 

Labels are typed as follows: 

c 
17 

c 
17 

Esther, p. 130-145 in 
Jewish Heroes (Weilerstein) Bk 2 

Judah Maccabee, p. 146-160 in 
Jewish Heroes (Weilerstein) Bk 2 

(For side 1) 

(For side 2) 

continued on page 10 
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READ-ALONGS con. 

Sample catalog cards: 

Main Entry 
(Title) 

Notes as re
quired; each 
note forms a 
paragraph. 

Tracings: 

Cassette 
c 1-22 

Jewish heroes, by Sadie R. Weilerstein 
2 v. 

See the subject cards to locate the 
cassette for specific persons; i.e., ESTHER, 
HILLEL, etc. 

1. Legends. 2. All subjects included in 2 v. 
I. Weilerstein, Sadie R. 

Cassette 
C 17 or 
c 18 

ESTHER (Queen of Persia), p. 130-145 in 
Jewish heroes, Book 2, by Sadie R. Weilerstein 

Subject card 

Shelf-list Card 

Cassette 
c 1-22 

Jewish heroes, by Sadie R. Weilerstein 
2 v. 

1. Abraham and his son (Continue in same manner 
Isaac the 22 cassettes used to 

2. Same as c 1 both volumes of Jewish 
3. Jacob Heroes.) 

Joseph 
4. Same as c 3 

for 
tape 

There are certainly more refined or standardized ways of handling cassette recordings, 
but I find this fast and sufficient for my library's needs. 

I am generous when assigning subject headings for cassettes in order to get the 
widest possible use from this rather time consuming task. In this way, borrowers 
other than the pupils using this particular text, have easy access to the information 
on the cassette. They do not have to read along. They can simply listen to the 
tape and acquire information. I do have copies of the books in the library and 
sometimes set up a listening center which is used by "waiters", children who are 
waiting for a ride home or those who come early. Whether at home, in the library, 
or in the classroom, the users of the cassettes feel secure when following the tape 
with a competent reader. They enjoy the change of pace, they can repeat the 
reading when necessary. 

Most of our children have their own cassette recorders and enjoy borrowing the tapes 
from the library along with books and other items. Parents and teachers have also 
expressed their appreciation of this additional resource. 
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Adapt for 
Bet - Hai 

LIBRARY LESSON PLAN BOOK OF ESTHER 

Objective: To examine the story of the Book of Esther by pointing up the varia
tions between the original text and Midrashic interpretations. 

Method: Have students in class locate and read aloud pertinent passages which 
examine the chosen portion of the Book of Esther. This deals with 
Mordecai's motive for not bowing down before Haman. Then discuss class 
reactions to the various Midrashic motivations and interpretations. 

Process: 1. Have the following books on tables or have designated students 
locate them using the card catalog: 

Holy Scriptures or any reprint of the original text of the 
Book of Esther. The Bible is preferred. 

Midrash Rabbah, Vol. IV, Soncino, 1977 (5 vol. ed.) 
Book of Legends, Vol. II - Goldin 
Legends of the Jews, Vol. IV - Ginzberg 
Mimekor Yisroel, Vol. I 

2. Read, or have student read, Esther 3:1 - 3:3. Ask class what is 
happening. When you are sure they understand the course of events, 
finish reading 3:3 through 3:7. 

3. Ask class why Mordecai would not bow down. Does the text say? If 
they say "yes" have them go back and check for the explanation. 
When it becomes apparent there is no reason given, say, "Let's turn 
to the Midrash, the tales of the rabbis, and see what explanations 
they have devised." Before this, briefly explain Midrash in terms 
appropriate to the class level. 

4. Student (or teacher) reads aloud from Vol. IV, Midrash Rabbah, 
page 82, paragraph 5, starting with "After these things ... " 
Comments. Then read paragraph 8, to" ... deity." (p. 82, 83; Vol. IX, 
Soncino, 1951 ed.) 

5. Students (another student) reads from Vol. I, Mimekor Yisroel, 
page 215 at bottom through the first sentence of the second para
graph at top of page 217. 

6. Teacher reads from Vol. II, Goldin's Book of Legends, page 333 to 
middle of page 336. Abbreviate if possible. 

7. Student reads from Ginzberg's Legends of the Jews, Vol. IV, top 
of page 397 to 399. 

8. Class compares and contrasts interpretations and discusses the 
qualities of Mordecai which are emphasized in each. 

This lesson can hinge on comparative interpretations, examine the nature of individual 
views of the same human action, or take the literary approach of dealing with the 
nature of legend and how different legends grow around the same factual event or 
real personality. It can also be used to emphasize the diversity of rabbinic 
thought and imagination. 

Prepared by Rita C. Frischer, 
Librarian 
Sinai Temple Library 
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TIDBITS FOR DAY LIBRARIANS (AND OTHERS) 

The following information has been culled from publications of the California 
Media and Library Educators: 

... A 170 page master list of instructional materials and activities that 
educators can use for teaching basic reading, language arts and math at the 3rd, 
6th and 9th grade levels has been compiled by the Alabama Instructional Media 
Assn. Information includes the competency, medium, title, producer, price, 
description, evaluation. Available from Dr. Phil Turner, AIMA, Box 6242, 
University, Alabama, 35486 . 

. .• There are over 35 free guides to books, films, filmstrips and other educa
tional mat~rials listed in INSTRUCTIONAL INNOVATOR, November, 1980 . 

... In the November, 1980 MEDIA AND METHODS, William F. Grady gives the following 
"justification" guidelines for requests for audio-visual equipment: (1) Describe 
what the new purchase will do for students. (2) Describe the effect the new 
purchase will have on activities in the classroom. (3) Describe past and present 
requests for the item. (4) Develop goals for your equipment acquisitions. (5) 
Can the requested item be used for local production of materials (or for general
ized temple programming as well as school use. (Note: Can production of material 
be part of the curriculum, letting older classes research for slide shows, make 
filmstrips, tape narratives with appropriate music, etc. These can be catalogued 
into the collection.) 

... How about teaching library skills by using overhead transparencies copied 
from portions of pages of reference materials; then everyone can see . 

... Making slide shows? Soligor slide mounts are available from ALC Interstate 
Photosupply, 168 Glen Cove Rd., Carle Place, N.Y. 11514. They offer 4-second snap 
mounting and have a notch for proper orientation. A starter pack is $4.50 . 

.. . UNICEF multicultural materials are listed in their 1980/81 Publications and 
Educational Materials catalog, with prices and order information. Write to: 
U.S. Committee for UNICEF, 331 East 38th Street, N.Y. 10016. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
NEWLY PUBLISHED 

The Best of Children's Books 1964-1978. A listing of top choices from the 
roughly 3,000 titles the Library of Congress has selected in its annual reviews 
of children's books over the past 15 years. Entries are annotated and include 
prices, publishers, and suggested grade levels. To order request Item 8Pl, 
Stock No. 030-001-00093-1. The charge for this publication is $3.75. Make 
check payable to Superintendent of Documents. Send to; 

Public Documents Distribution Center 
Department 11, 
Pueblo, Colorado 81009 

After April 30, 1981, send order to: Superintendent of Documents 
U.S. Government Printing Office 
Washington, D.C. 20402 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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CLASSIFICATION OF HOLOCAUST MATERIALS 
by Adaire Klein, Librarian 

Simon Wiesenthal Center Library 

MAR./APR. 1981 

In my capacity as head librarian of the Simon Wiesenthal Center, my 
colleagues frequently pose to me questions regarding the classification and 
subject cataloging of Holocaust materials. 

Many librarians in non-academic libraries (synagogues, schools and centers) 
decided that all Holocaust materials should be together (in Elazar 736, in 
modified Dewey 940). This was in the days when Holocaust books could all be 
accommodated in one or two shelves. 

In the 1980's, however, we are looking forward to an entirely different 
picture. Holocaust publications have far exceeded the predictions of any 
prophet. Books abound; even those which deny or abuse the Holocaust are in 
abundance. There is not a periodical published that does not have a related 
article or book review. The Holocaust is no longer limited to a period of time 
immediately surrounding Yom Ha-Shoah, (The 27th day of Nisan, which this year 
will be May 1). It is year-round in schools, literature, publishing, organiza
tions, etc. 

The question, therefore, arises. Did we make the right decision? Can all 
Holocaust materials be classified together in one number, by simply carrying out 
the decimals further and further? I suggest not. 

By classifying all of Holocaust together, we are creating an awkward and 
artificial classification which was not the intent of any library classification 
scheme. In addition, we are extracting the Holocaust from the total perspective 
of Jewish life and history. Yes, the Holocaust is unique. However, it must 
still be studied within the framework of ·the totality of Jewish history. To 
know and to understand the destruction itself is to also know the life and 
culture that were destroyed. How did this life find expression in art, litera
ture, religion and culture? How is the destruction finding expression in man's 
philosophy, theology, literature, art, attitudes, etc.? 

Therefore, I am suggesting that we rethink our first decision. We have an 
entire classification scheme before us. Would it not make more sense to utilize 
the entire scheme, depending upon subject headings to unite the Holocaust collec
tion? The added benefit to this suggestion is that Holocaust materials will also 
become readily accessible to people researching and browsing in other areas. For 
example, the student of art will find art expressions of the Holocaust with other 
art forms (Elazar 670). The same is true in the areas of literature, community 
structure, history (736), philosophy, responsa, religion, and theology. 736 
(Elazar) and 940 (Dewey) will then become the classification number for materials 
dealing with the History of the Holocaust which, I firmly believe to be the 
intent of classification schemes. 

It is my hope that this article will stimulate some thinking and provoke 
discussion on questions of classifying and cataloging Holocaust materials. It 
represents a beginning. Perhaps a future publication could discuss the subject 
headings which would unite the various manifestations of Holocaust materials. 
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THE HOLOCAUST IN POETRY 
A Selected Bibliography 
By Adaire Klein, Librarian 

Simon Wiesenthal Center 

MAR. /APR. 1981 

Ezrahi, Sidra DeKoven. "Holocaust Literature in European Languages". 
Encyclopaedia Judaica Yearbook, 1973. Jerusalem: Keter Publishing House, 
1973; pp. 106-119. 

Friedlander, Albert H. Out of the Whirlwind; a Reader of Holocaust Literature. 
New York: Union of American Hebrew Congregations, 1968; pp. 259-282. 

Glatstein, Jacob and others, editors. Anthology of Holocaust Literature. 
Philadelphia: Jewish Publication Society of America, 1969. See poetic 
selections throughout the book. 

Green, Gerald. The Artists of Terezin. New York: Hawthorn Books, 1969; 
pp. 163-190. 

Howe, Irving and Greenberg, Eliezer. A Treasury of Yiddish Poetry. New York: 
Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 1969. Holocaust selections are to be found 
throughout the book, organized by poet. 

I Never Saw Another Butterfly ... ; Children's drawings and poems from Terezin 
Concentration Camp. New York: McGraw-Hill, n.d. 

Langer, Lawrence L. The Age of Atrocity; Death in Modern Literature. Boston: 
Beacon Press, 1978. 

Leftwich, Joseph, ed. The Golden Peacock; a worldwide treasury of Yiddish 
poetry. New York: Thomas Yoseloff, 1961. 
See: "Itzik Feffer", pp. 162-172 

"Mordecai Gebirtig", pp. 205-207 
"Jacob Glatstein", pp. 280-288 
"Hirsh Glick", p. 529 
"Binem Heller", pp. 493-498 
"Isaac Katzenelson", pp. 513-523 
"Peretz Markish", pp. 148-151 
"Leib Olitzky", pp. 499-502 
"Mattes Olitzky", pp. 507-509 
"Simcha Bunem Shayevitch", pp. 524-528 
"Abraham Sutzkever", pp. 449-459 
"Aaron Zeitlin", pp. 419-431 

Mirsky, David. "The Abuse of the Holocaust in Literature". Jewish Book Annual, 
val. 37 - 5740/1979-1980. New York: Jewish Book Council, 1979; pp. 39-48. 

Rosenfeld, Alvin H. A Double Dying; Reflections on Holocaust Literature. 
Bloomington and London: Indiana University Press, 1980. 
See: "The Poetry of Survival", pp. 115-126 

Poetry Bibliography, pp. 206-207 

Sachs, Nelly. 0 The Chimneys; Selected Poems, including the verse play, ELI. 
New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 1967. 

Senesh, Hannah: Hannah Senesh, her Life and Diary. New York; Schocken Books, 
1972, pp. 244-257. 

This is not the complete bibliography. For the six page bibliography, please 
send $1.00 to Simon Wiesenthal Center Library, 9760 W. Pica Blvd., Los Angeles 90035, 
Attn: Adaire Klein 
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REVIEWS OF ADULT BOOKS 
by Muriel Moster, Volunteer 

Sinai Temple Library 

MAR. I APR. 1981 

Levine, Faye. Solomon & Sheba. New York, Richard Marek Publishers, 1980. 227 p. 
. $10.95. 

This fictionalized treatment of the Soloman-Sheba story will appeal immensely 
to Bible students, romantics, and mythology and history buffs. 

The old story of the meeting, romance and events occurring between the mighty 
Solomon and the powerful Sheba is lyrically expressed by the author. The questions 
the queen asks to test his wisdom, the mores of their disparate people, the land 
and civilization of Sheba, and the building of the glorious Temple give one much 
to think about. We must realize that their relationship, or one very like it, has 
been the subject of many cultures and much speculation for thousands of years. 

It is for this reason that the section with which the author concludes the 
book is priceless, for both the serious student and the contemporary reader. 
Levine, a specialist in the history and sociology of religion, presents in-depth 
"Such Facts as Are Known About Solomon and Sheba in the Various Cultures." This 
clarifies many perplexing questions arising from the story. There are those 
readers who will consider the book worth reading for this part alone, for she has 
done outstanding research which contributes vastly to enlightenment and under
standing of Talmud, Scriptures, and innumerable other cultural viewpoints about 
these two rulers and their association with one another. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * 

Wagner, Eliot. My America! New York, Kenan Press, 1980. 512 p. $13.95. 

This novel about a family's successes and failures, loves and losses is a 
story with a difference! The author's language provides wit that is unique and 
outstanding. Expressions are insightful, sharp and right on target. Wagner's 
style of writing takes getting used to, but then the reader realizes that this 
is exactly how many people express themselves. While details are endless in what 
appears at times to be an overly-long book, it is ultimately rewarding. 

The plot involves the Jewish Share family whom we meet living in poverty in 
New York's Lower East Side early in this century. Two sisters and brother Danny 
struggle to keep a roof over their heads and to ease hard-working Mama's life. 
Papa's a free spirit who leaves home early in the story, but who remains a part 
of the action until the book ends in the 1950's. He's a "lover" who has women 
weaving in and out of his life. 

We follow the family's voyage into upward mobility and become involved with 
the problems that success so often brings. Pages are filled with assorted friends, 
relatives, neighbors, acquaintances and their effect and influence on the family. 
The marriages of the three children are true-to-life: good, bad, and indifferent. 

How the author tells the story of this family's fortunes, hopes and tragedies 
merits commendation as much as what he tells. He neglects, however, to inject a 
moral dilemma for Danny who, as a husband and father himself, has a long-lasting 
affair, despite his life-long disdain for his father's philandering. I found it 
strange that there was no soul-searching or even a comparison of circumstances. 
Perhaps this is one of the reasons the characters in this book appear so human 
and recognizable! 
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Trepman, Paul. Among Men and Beasts. New York, A. S. Barnes and Company, 1979. 
229 p. $12.50 

Although a book translated from Yiddish may lose some of the flavor and im
port of the original, the stark realism and naked facts of Among Men and Beasts 
·leave such an impact on the reader that one senses the author's own words could 
not have been recorded any more dramatically. The suffering endured by Paul 
Trepman was heartrending, not because it was his alone, but because he, out of 
so many Jews caught in the Nazi net, was one of the few who somehow survived. 

While his story is like so many other personal narratives of Holocaust hell, 
it is, nevertheless, unique. There are revelations and material not found in 
other memoirs of the time when madmen ruled Europe, who were intent not so much 
on winning a war, as on annihilating every Jewish man, woman, and child from the 
face of the earth. He graphically depicts Germans who were highly educated, 
parents and grandparents themselves, who became mentally deranged from one 
instant to the next, at the sight of a Jew, at the mention of· a Jew, at the very 
thought of a Jew. 

He pays tribute to the Greek Jews in the concentration camp, to the calming 
effect of their music and to the special qualities of humaneness that they 
showed to one another and to other inmates. He tells the horrific story of the 
16-year-old Jewish boy, ingratiated into a Nazi's graces, who hung his own parents 
on the gallows. Then, when he himself no longer courted favor with the Nazi, he 
was marched off with other Jews to the crematoria. He was so despised by the 
Germans for his perfidy that aSS guard shouted to him, "You're not even worth 
dying with them.!" 

We gain insight into the Soviet system of brainwashing Jews when the Russians 
became masters of conquered territories and inculcated communist doctrine to the 
detriment of Torah. 

As a result of what Paul Trepman witnessed, experienced, lived through during 
World War II, we appreciate to a greater degree the fortitude of the human spirit 
under conditions of unimaginable stress. We are grateful that he was able tore
cord his nightmare as additional testimony to what can happen when nations forego 
reason and permit civilization to corrode by turning away from crimes perpetrated 
on the innocent, smugly feeling "it can never touch us~" 

* * * * * * * * * * * * 

Gidding, Joshua. The Old Girl. New York, Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 1980. 
250 p. $12.95. 

While it is touching for one to feel sufficient admiration and respect for his 
grandmother to write a novel in tribute to her, we feel that this book will not 
interest too many readers. Its protagonist is 81-year-old Mrs. Samuels, a Jewish 
divorcee and widow about to marry an Italian who says he is 70. 

The bride-to-be does not have the conventional background one would expect of 
a woman her age. She is very worldly, well-traveled, and cosmopolitan. Perhaps 
this experience has prepared her for an Italian husband. Nothing prepares us for 
her insistence on being married by a Rabbi in L.A.'s most opulent synagogue. 

Written from her grandson's point of view, the story examines the particular 
philosophy and perspective of the world which has always sustained Mrs. Samuels. 
The book has its humorous aspects and perhaps can offer hope and encouragement to 
other senior citizens by showing that life can always become more rewarding. We 
wonder how many people in their twilight years have the spirit and strength Mrs. 
Samuels has. The reader from Los Angeles will recognize many landmarks. 




