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ELECTION OF THREE MEMBERS TO THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE WILL BE HELD. 

Nominations for members to serve are now invited. Adaire Klein and 
Dorothy Schroeder have been appointed. 

Participants are encouraged to bring bag suppers due to the early 
starting time of the meeting. 

LIBRARY OF STEPHEN S. WISE TEMPLE, 15500 STEPHEN WISE DRIVE, LOS ANGELES 

DATES TO MARK ON YOUR CALENDAR 

MARCH 2 - AJLSC BOARD MEETING - 7;30 P.M. Stephen S. Wise Library R S V p 
MARCH 20 - FEAST OF PURIM • • • • 

APRIL 6 - AJLSC GENERAL MEETING - Library Displays 
APRIL 18 - 1st PASSOVER SEDER 
MAY 1 - YOM HA' SHOAH 
MAY 31 - INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS--LUNCHEON 
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SUBJECT HEADING LIST TO BE 
UPDATED 

The Synagogue, School and Center 
Division of National Association of Jewish 
Libraries is currently planning to update 
their 1972 Subject Heading Lists (includ
ing the 1975 Addendum) and make it avail
able to members. Hazel Karp, Vice
President in charge of Publications will 
welcome all suggestions and recommenda
tions, asking that we send our ideas to 
her promptly since this revision is a 
high priority item. Her address 

880 Somerset Drive, N.W. 
Atlanta, Ga. 30327 

Adaire Klein of AJLSC has in her posses
sion a number of excellent subject head
ing lists which were prepared by her HUC 
class (SE 270) during Spring semester, 
1978. She intends to send these to 
National AJL to aid in this project. 
Should any student of that class prefer 
that her material not be submitted, she 
should call Adaire at 553-9036 or 
556-0642 before February 1, 1981. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * 

NEW PRODUCTION 

The slide/tape production, "Learn
ing by All Means," developed by the 
California Media and Library Educators 
Association and CAVEDA Positive Action 
Task force is available to library 
educators for showings in your school 
through CMLEA, all Department of Educa
tion County Offices, CMLEA Regional 
representatives and selected larger 
school districts. It may be possible 
for librarians in Jewish Day Schools to 
borrow this production as an aid in con
vincing administrators and lay boards of 
the urgent need for adequate AV hardware 
and software budgets. If you have 
friends or contacts in district offices, 
keep this in mind. 
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* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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NEW GUIDE 

"Films for Children ..... of All Ages" 
An evaluative guide to Media Materials 
for use in Jewish Schools, Camps, Youth 
Groups was published by Jewish Media 
Service/JWB, 15 East 26th Street, New 
York, N.Y., 10010 in September, 1980. 
Contact them for information on how 
to receive this brochure. 

* * * * * * * * * 
JOB OPPORTUNITY 

Jessie Levey, researcher and educator 
wants someone 20-40 hours per week to 
help sort and catalog 25 years of 
accumulation of material in fields of 
educational and related interests in 
preparation for publication. Prefers 
someone with library skills and a 
broad reading background. Call 

 (West Los Angeles) 
* * * * * * * * * 
A BEGINNING 

The Los Angeles County Public Library 
System has formed a Jewish Book Month 
Committee .. Members of the AJLSC 
serving on this committee are Sharon 
Goldberg, Dorothy Steiner, and 
Harriet Traeger. 

* * * * * * * * * 

LIBRARY IN A SCHOOL SETTING 

The Hebrew Union College course "The 
Jewish Library" has been scheduled as 
follows: Monday--9:00 to 11:00 A.M. 

Stephen S. Wise Temple Library 
15500 Stephen Wise Drive, L.A. 
(near Mulholland and Sepulveda) 

Starting date: February 9, 1981 -
for sixteen weeks 

Regisistration and Tuition: $65.00 

(The scholarship fee for those 
currently in the field.) 

Please send to REGISTRAR, Hebrew Union Col. 
3077 University Mall, Los Angeles 
Los Angeles 90007 

Questions? Call 749-3424 
* * * * * * * * * * * * 

AJLSC LIBRARY LIGHT is distributed free to AJLSC members. We welcome articles. 
Send to Editors: Renee Hurewitz, 2 or 
Dorothy Steiner, . DEADLINE for MARCH/ 
APRIL LIBRARY LIGHT is MARCH 2, 1981. Permission to reprint granted when credit is 
given to "Assn. of Jewish Libraries of So. Calif. LIBRARY LIGHT". 
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PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS MEETING OF ASSN. OF JEWISH LIBRARIES OF SO. CALIF. 
OCTOBER 13 1980 

Monday evening, Andy Kopulsky presented the curriculum he developed for the 
study of the History of the Jews of Los Angeles. Although such material might be 
interesting at any time, it may be especially useful in this Bicentennial year. 

Andy prepared this material as a 4th Grade study unit for a Jewish day 
school. In the public schools, the 4th grade usually studies the history of 
California, Indians, missions, explorers, etc., thus parts of this unit could be 
used in a supplementary school ciass to add some Jewish information to what the 
children are already learning. 

The goals of the curriculum are to strengthen the student's identity as a 
Jew of Los Angeles. Jews have been in the L.A. community for at least 100-150 years. 

1. Jews were 
Students might do 
ness. They could 
pioneers. 

part of the covered wagon trains that came west to California 
a creativ 't' · · e wr4 1ng proJect about being a pioneer in the wilder-
research their own family backgrounds about being immigrants or 

2. By using an arti~le ab t 
a local event th ou a personality such as Isaias Hellman or about 

' e teacher/librari~n can h l h d 
Jews were involved in the build1'ng e_p t e stu ents understand how the 

of the c1ty. 
3· Using an article about Koshe 

services and l·nstl·tuti h r restaurant6, perhaps 
Qns t at th~ J f d d d' ' to practice Judaism 1• th F L~ ews oun e , lScuss the 

n e ar west. 

4. Students can use various medl·a 
to ao projccta; 

a. Journalism: 

or about the community 
problems of continuing 

Prepare an old-fashioned Broadsheet 
b or old newspaper. · Dramatics; p 

repare a skit f 
al't " o an event or d . 

l. y or You are there" o an Interview of a person-
c. Using a teacher . 

prepared photo and . 
up some speA4£4A . f lnformation diB 1 

~4 4~ 1n ormation. p ay, learn and writ~ 
d. Illuatrate 

an article th t th 
informac1• 0 a ey have r~ d d n t ~a an prepare ~n As class ti ype Poster. a illustrated 

class can Vis· me permits, and 
Quide to Jew·~t Temples and Oth You work your way u 

lsh Los Angel~. er Jewish inst1tut1o~s to more contemporary material 
A basic bibl' around the City 

lhe teacher's . 1ography distribu USing the 
above is gulde and Stude ted by Andy 
5215 s now available f nt activity book ~ the meeting is rin 

epulvecta Blvd. #13or Purchases. Fo . __ e Story of L Ap ted on page 4 
B, Culver Cit r :tnformaLion os ngeles di . 

S 
It should be . y, Calif. 90230 , contact A d scussed 

earched out b po~nted out th . n rew Kopulsky, 
£uart~dx is ay the Teacher or L:~r ar~icles for small . 
personalities a;~od source for Phot~gr~an. Western Sta~~~ts of study must b 

events. raphs as well s Jewish Hist . e 
as articles b or~cal 
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BIBLIOGRAPHY 
by 

Andrew Kopulsky 

BOOKS 

JAN. /FEB. 1981 

Carter, Mark. Okay America. Los Angeles: Delmar Publishing, 1963. 

Cogan, Sara G. Pioneer Jews of the California Mother Lode: 1849-1880. 
Berkeley: Western Jewish History Center, 1968. 

D'Acona, David A. A California-Nevada Diary of 1876: The Delightful Account 
of a Ben B'rith. Santa Monica: Norton B. Stern, 1975. 

Edwards, Harvey. Fairfax: Photographs and Poems. Text by Jody Avery. 
Los Angeles: Copley Press West, 1976. 

Golden, Harry. Travels Through Jewish America. Garden City: Doubleday, 1973. 

The Jewish Federation-Council of Greater Los Angeles. Bicentennial Digest, a 
Perspective of Pioneer Los Angeles Jewry. Los Angeles: Jewish 
Federation-Council, 1976. 

Levinson, Robert. The Jews in the California Gold Rush. New York: KTAV 
Publishing, 1978. 

Lipman, Eugene J. and Vorspan, Albert. A Tale of Ten Cities. New York: 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations, 1962. 

Malamut, Joseph L. Southwest Jewry-An Account of Jewish Progress and Achieve
ment in the Southland. Three volumes, edited by Joseph L. Malamut, 
Los Angeles: Los Angeles Jewish Institutions and Their Leaders, 
1926-1957. 

Meltz, Jacob J. Mount Sinai Year Book 1946. Edited by Jacob J. Meltz, Los 
Angeles: Association of Jewish Organizations of Los Angeles, 1946. 

Newmark, Harris. Sixty Years in Southern California: 1853-1913. Cambridge: 
Houghton Mifflin, 1916. 

Newmark, Leo, M.D. California Family Newmark. Santa Monica: Norton B. Stern, 1970. 

Newmark, Marco R. Jottings in Southern California History. Los Angeles: 
Ward Ritchie Press, 1955. 

Reisner, Neil. Jewish Los Angeles: A Guide. Los Angeles: Jewish Federation
Council, 1977. 

Sharfman, Harold I. Jews on the Frontier. Chicago: Regnery Co., 1977. 

Stern, Norton B. California Jewish History: A Bibliography. Glendale: 
Norton B. Stern, 1967. 

Vorspan, Max and Gartner, Lloyd P. History of the Jews of Los Angeles. 
San Marino: Huntington Library, 1970. 

Wolfe, Wellington c. 
Francisco: 

Men of California. Edited by Wellington C. Wolfe, San 
San Francisco Pacific Art Co., 1901. 
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SHARING THE SHARE-IN 

d b b rs at the Librarian's Following are some of the presentations ma e y our mem e 
workshop on December 1, 1980 held at Valley Beth Shalom. 

VALUES 
(and the value of fiction) 

Prepared by 
Marjorie Gersh, Day School Librarian 

Stephen S. Wise Temple 

Values and emotions can more easily be taught to children through the medium 
of fiction than through a straight textual approach. The use of thoughts and 
actions of young people the same age as the audience creates an immediate appeal. 
Each of the ten books below have been carefully chosen because of their appeal 
to students nine to thirteen years of age. 

Teachers often shy away from the use of fiction as they do not have time to 
read the entire book to the class. What may be done is that a few pages, or even 
a few paragraphs can be used quite effectively as motivation. Often the books 
contain enough information for parts to be used in several lessons, and the class 
becomes more and more involved with the character. In addition, the teacher is 
opening a whole area of literature to the child, and many librarians and teachers 
are finding it necessary to purchase paperback sets for the class. 

The annotations on the books below are merely a description of the main 
thrust of each of these books. You are encouraged to experiment with this 
~pproach in your own classrooms, and to create your o~ list of fictional 
character motivators." 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 
Banks, Lynne R. sa d 

ra an After ... Doubleday, 1975. 

WOMEN (role of women in Biblical times as 
women of the Old Testament) seen cnrou~;;h '-h"' "'Y"'"' ..,o; s 

Blue, Rose. 
The Thirteenth Yea_r. F kl' 

- ran 1n Watts, 1977. 
DEATH (Acceptance) 
:E'e«.ooNaL G«.owrn 
FAMILY RELATIONSHIPS (3 
JUDAISM (Bar Mitzvah) generations) 

Brooks, Jerome, 

DEATH 
DIVORCE 
ALCOHOLISM 

Uncle Mike's Bo_y. Harper and Row, 1973. 

Cone, Molly. 
Dance Around h 

t e Fi~. Houghton Mifflin 
FAMILY RELATIONSHIPS ' 

(respect through . 
l.nteraction) 

1974. 

Continued on page 6 
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Cone, Molly. You Can't Make Me If I Don't Want To. Houghton Mifflin, 1971. 

FAMILY RELATIONSHIPS (respect through inter-relationships) 

Glasgow, Aline. The Pair of Shoes. Dial Press, 1971. 

BAR MITZVAH (What does becoming a "man" really mean?) 

Goldreich, Gloria. Season of Discovery. Thomas Nelson, 1976. 

JUDAISM (Customs, Bat Mitzvah) 
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN GENERATIONS 
PHYSICAL HANDICAP 

Heyman, Anita. Exit from Home. Crown, 1977. 

PERSONAL GROWTH (Duty to family and tradition versus personal needs and 
change) 

Conflict between SECULAR and RELIGIOUS education and traditions. 

Kaplan, Bess. The Empty Chair. Harper, 1975. 

DEATH (of child's mother) 
REMARRIAGE (Difficulty in acceptance of new step-mother) 

Neshamit, Sarah. The Children of Mapu Street. JPS, 1970. 

HOLOCAUST 
HUMAN RELATIONS 
COURAGE--FEAR 

CREATION 

Prepared by 
Marjorie Gersh, Day School Librarian 

This bibliography was prepared with a specific concept in mind. The story 
of creation is told in many cultures with an emphasis on the idea of the earth 
being created as a whole (as in the Jewish tradition). This contrasts with many 
of the stories which deal with the creation, at different times, of separate 
parts of the universe (as in many American Indian tales). 

Lessons on this concept can be used on varying grade levels with the further 
expansion into the concept of evolution and scientific understanding of the 
creation of the world. 

BOOKS 

Bernstein, Margery and Janet Kobrin. Earth Namer. Illustrated by Ed Hefferman. 
New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, cl974. 

In the beginning of the world, there were no living things except Turtle. 
There was water everywhere. There was no dry land. (A California Indian Myth) 

The First Morning. Illustrated by Enid Warner Romanek. New York: 
Charles Scribner's Sons, cl976. 

The African story of how light is broughtto the earth. 

Continued on page 7 
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CREATION con. 

Bernstein, Margery and Janet Kobrin. How the Sun Made a Promise and Kept It. 
Illustrated by Ed Hefferman. New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, cl974. 

The Bungee Indians in Canada tell the story of how brav~ Beaver freed the 
sun in return for the sun's promise to visit the earth every day. 

Fahs, Sophia Lyon and Dorothy T. Speerl. Beginnings: Earth, Sky, Life. Death; 
Stories Ancient and Modern. Boston: Beacon Press, cl958. 

Stories of how things began are taken from such diverse sources as the 
Australian Aborigines, Chinese, Greeks, Japanese, etc. Illustrated with 
photographs and drawings. 

Fisher, Aileen. I Stood Upon a Mountain. Illustrated by Blair Lent. New York: 
Thomas Y. Crowell, cl979. 

A young child's awakening to the world around her and how it might 
possibly all begun. (Picture Book) 

" 

Fisher, Anne B. Stories California Indians Told. Illustrated by Ruth Tobbins. 
Berkeley, Calif.: Parnassus Press, cl957. 

A story to illustrate the concept of creation of separate g~ographical 
areas: "How California was Made", page 10. 

Hirsh, Marilyn. How the World Got Its Color. New York: Crown Publishers, cl972. 
An Oriental legend tells of a world of only black and white, and how 

color finally arrives. (Picture Book) 

Miyoshi, Sekiya. The Oldest Story in the World. Adapted by Barbara L. Jensh. 
Valley Forge: The Judson Press, n.d. 

Picture book with charming illustrations, bright and colorful. 

Mobley, Jane. The Star Husband. Illustrated by Anna Vojtech. Garden City, 
New York: Doubleday and Company, cl979. 

A beautifully illustrated version of the Indian legend of the birth of the 
moon. 

FILM STRIPS 

Burton, Virginia Lee. Life Story. Educational Enrichment Materials, a subsidiary 
of the New York Times. (2 filmstrips and cassettes) 

Going into the scientific and evolutionary explanation of the creation of 
the world, told as a play with creation divided into acts. 

Fables and Facts. Teaching Resources Films (an Educational Service of New York 
Times), 1972. 

Filmstrips on the sun, water, air, heavens, thunder and lightening, life 
coming to the world, and the world being born, based on many ethnic backgrounds. 

BOOK AND CASSETTE 

Creation: How God Made the World. Told by Burl Ives. Bible Time Stories Series, 
Good for primary. Booklet is illustrated in lively colors. 

RECORD 

Theodore Bikel, The Poetry and Prophecy of the Old Testament. 
setting composed and conducted by Dov Seltzer. New York: 

Original symphonic 
Elektra Corp. 
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Bet up ... YOM HA'SHOAH LESSON - THE DIARY OF ANNE FRANK 
Prepared by 

Rita Frischer, Librarian 
Sinai Temple - Blumenthal Library 

Objective: To personalize the concept of the Shoah. To move from the inconceivable 
number of 6 million to the awareness of the individual lives affected and to 
emphasize the similarities between the children in the class and the children 
like Anne Frank who became victims of a hatred they couldn't understand. 

Method: Using a storytelling technique and using carefully chosen excerpts from the 
diary, the teacher first lulls the class into a comfortable feeling of how familiar 
Anne's life is, how similar to.their own, and then reads the matter of fact state
ments of discrimination and persecution that permeate her daily life. 

Process: 1. First introduce the idea of 6 million. "Can anyone tell me why the number 
6 million is familiar sounding?" "How many is 6 million?" Draw a parallel to daily 
life. I tell them that when they drive into the San Fernando Valley over the Sepul
veda Pass and see all the lights, that's only a little more than 1 million people 
represented. Flying into Los Angeles gives a better idea of a population of 6 million. 

2. Introduce the diary as the story of one person's experience--one person of 
6 million. Start the readings with those that emphasize normalcy of Anne's life 
and interests. Read in a casual style that lulls listeners: 

Page 1 - Sunday, June 14th entry 
Monday, June 15th 
Saturday, June 20th 

almost all should be read 
read first three sentences 
first paragraph only 

3. After reading of Anne's comments on her diary, say how little Anne could have 
dreamed her diary would become one of the most famous books of our time. Emphasize 
that it has been translated into 30 languages and has given many people of many lands 
a better idea of the human potential the Nazis destroyed with their blind genocide. 

4. Read Page 4 - Saturday, June 20th -- first paragraph and second down to "where 
Jews are allowed." Discuss the class's shock on learning so casually that Anne could 
only buy ice cream in certain shops. Imagine what life would be like if they were 
not allowed in Baskin-Robbins or Howard Johnson's. Anne's life might sound normal, 
but it isn't as much like ours as it seems. 

5. Read Sunday, June 21st--first 2 sentences only (again emphasizes similarity). 

6. Read Wednesday, June 24th--first two sentences (discuss Jews being unable to 
ride trains or streetcars. Then read third para., first sentence (Jews are for
bidden to have bicycles). 

7. Sunday, July 5th--first three sentences, then from "l don't want to be a 
bad pupil" ... to .•. "after a bit of persuasion." (Discuss Jews having to go to their 
own schools and being forbidden public schools. Contrast that with private schools 
by choice if you wish.) Ask how many have parents who are teachers; ask them to 
suppose that their parents were fired from teaching only because they were Jewish. 

8. Read Wednesday, July 8th--From first paragraph down to "so we shall be seven 
in all." in the 3rd paragraph. Tell the class briefly that the Van Daans came and 
plans were made. Continue Page 13, 2nd paragraph and first sentence of third. Read 
the last paragraph from "at eleven o'clock Miep and Henk arrived." to the end. 

9. Conclude with a summary of where Anne hid, her capture and that only the 
father survived. Describe other books in the library that tell of personal experiences 
and make the Shoah more real. 

10. Discuss how we can be sure that Anne and others like her will not have 
lived in vain and will not be forgotten. 

Any of the above suggested readings can be trimmed and/or omitted if necessary or other 
preferred readings may be substituted. The criteria for inclusion should be that the 
passage sets up an almost normal sounding situation and then introduces unexpectedly 
the spectre of Nazism and persecution. 
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REVIEWS OF ADULT BOOKS 
by Muriel Moster, Volunteer, 

Sinai Temple Library 

JAN. /FEB. 1981 

Eisner, Jack. The Survivor. Edited by Irving A. Leitner. Illustrated with maps 
and photos. New York, Wm. Morrow & Co., 1980. 320 p. '$11.95. 

The reader can only be in awe of What Jack Eisner endured from the age of 
13-19 in the ghetto of war-ravaged Warsaw. His fortitude, ingenuity and sheer 
will to live are the characteristics one finds repeatedly in the book. He has 
become a great success in life, yet one is overwhelmed that he survived the con
centration camps, beatings, death marches, unbelievable torture, unspeakable 
brutality, being hung on a gallows twice, and participating in the Warsaw ghetto 
uprising. 

We are reminded that a new kind of Jew arose in the ghetto; one, who although 
deploring having to kill and take life which is so sacred in our tradition, never
theless threw his pitiless resources against the militant might of the Germans with 
a vow not to succumb. 

This is not only a story of survival; it is a love story of poignancy and hope 
in the midst of death and destruction. The book is worth high commendation as a 
remembrance of a hell that must never be forgotten, as a recognition of indomitable 
will, and as a salute to our people who did not allow Jewish life to be extinguised 
by the Third Reich! 

Every personal narrative on the Holocaust is a tribute serving as a memorial to 
the millions of victims and concomitantly as an affirmation of life. In each book 
we read (and almost feel we can't read anymore) of the scourge witnessed and suffer
ing endured, the loss of entire families, the horrors perpetrated, the nightmares 
lived. The cruelty catapulted on innocent children is particularly heartrending. 
In wartime, they grow up and age very fast ... IF they manage to survive! 

* * * * * * * * 
Freeman, Cynthia. Come pour the wine. New York, Arbor House, cl980. 390 p. $12.95. 

The author appears to be writing soap operas in the tradition of Kathleen Norris, 
only Freeman tries to inject a Jewish theme. Here is a story of a family's life, 
beginning with the love of a young couple whose physical attraction for one another 
sets the basis for their marriage. The usual pattern follows: home, children, 
friends. After 20 years a divorce wreaks emotional havoc on the innocent as well as 
on the couple involved. 

Apparently Cynthia Freeman's reputation has catapulted this book to number three 
on the National Best Seller List (December, 1980). It certainly is not destined to 
become a classic nor will it prove to be as memorable as her first novel, "A World 
Full of Stranger." It will, however, hold the interest of many readers who can relate 
to the characters, for they are true-to-life, their reactions are quite normal, and 
their problems are typical in today's world. 

The significance of the title comes from the determination of the protagonist to 
savor to the utmost the bouquet of life. There are times in the early part of the 
book when the writing is banal; but, as with the author's "The Days of Winter", the 
quality of plot and writing gain strength and impact as the characters mature. The 
Jewish background of some of the leading characters and their interest is Judaism are 
somewhat contrived, but anything can happen in life, and in this book it does! 

Continued on page 10 
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Isaacs, Susan. Close relations. New York, Lippincott & Crowell, 1980. 270 p. 
$10.95 

Marcia is a bright, 35 year old career woman. She is Jewish, divorced, living 
with a handsome Irish co-worker who is firmly against marrying her. She settled 
down with him after having affairs with at least a dozen men (she started to lose 
exact count so numbers became insignificant.) 

Her poor widowed mother, her wealthy aunt and uncle, and her wealthier 
cousin all want her to be married respectably (to a professional man, hopefully), 
with a home (in the best section.of New York, preferably), and with children 
(already!). 

True, this is what most families wish for the single members of their clan, 
but Marcia recognizes her relatives' insecurities, nagging, and impossible goals 
as being a hangover of their Eastern European cultural tradition. She insists 
that she prefers her own "racy" life style and her own way of finding fulfillment. 
Her concuct, as described in the book, is so promiscuous that some readers may 
find it embarrassing. 

The author apparently has great knowledge of today's singles' scene. She 
writes with great wit and is entertaining. The characters depicted are true-to
life but, despite the talents displayed in the book, one wonders if it has suffi
cient importance and significance to be taken seriously for a synagogue library! 

* * * * * * * * * 
Wagman, Michael. 

$12.95. 
The Far Horizons. New York, Delacorte Press, 1980. 565 p. 

.;'-., crJ-<...., 

The characters and the scope of this book of historical fiction will keep the 
reader entranced. The truth inherent in the author's story is that the Jewish 
people have always been the scapegoats of history and until the realization of the 
State of Israel, they were a defenseless, suffering people. 

The plot spans the years of Russian-Jewish history from 1881-1920. We share 
the turbulent events in the lives of some very dramatic, strong and determined 
characters. Some are admirable, others despicable, but all are sharply delineated 
by the author. 

No matter how familiar one may be with the period, the reader will suffer with 
these people, feel their fight as they struggle with their oppressors, and dream 
with those who never lose sight of a homeland in Palestine for all Jews. 

This is a book which encompasses not only our history, but our religion, 
philosophy, sociology, and, yes, the very human nature of our people. Despite the 
pogroms and massacres, it is, above all, a book of life, detailing our lives as 
Jews in Russia, where so many of our people yearned for a homeland of their own in 
order to celebrate life more freely and wholeheartedly. Taking into consideration 
both the historical context and today's climate in the Soviet Union for Jews, one 
wonders why our people did not leave en masse years ago. 

An epilogue updates events in the lives of the main characters to May 14, 1948, 
the day the State of Israel was born. However, as lengthy and detailed as the book 
is, one wishes that the author had not ignored the years of World War II for Russian 
Jews. His writing is worthy enough for the reader to have been enriched further 
had he touched upon those years as well in his story. 

As it is, the author spares few realistic, exciting details. We look forward 
to his next book for the results in this one are highly readable and most 
remarkable. 

Continued on page 11 
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ADULT BOOK REVIEWS con. 

Goldreich, Gloria. Four Days. New York, Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 1980. 355 p. 
$10 • 95 • r-'-/Jl 

:;:..-..., -"!:. <. \., 

This is a realistic novel mirroring the concerns a modern woman might have 
upon finding herself pregnant at a time in life when she no longer planned on 
having another child. Ina Feldman resents the intrusion a new baby would have 
on the well-ordered life she, her husband, and two children presently enjoy and 
on the upheaval that would resul~ in her successful career. She wants an abortion! 

Having to spend a few days in the hospital for what she hopes is minor 
surgery gives her time to think, to probe her past, to analyze her feelings. Her 
problem is compounded for she was a child of the Holocaust and is still victim
ized by nightmares. How much can she allow herself to be influenced by the 
attitudes and posture of her parents who lost a precious son to the Nazis and 
how much by the attitude of "liberated" friends who urge abortion because "after 
all it is her body and the choice should be hers free from feelings of guilt. 11 

This is not escapist reading. We sweat it out with Ina, become involved 
with her family, the character of her life, and are kept in suspense as to her 
final decision on the abortion. Although she has a tendency to be verbose and 
overwrite at times, Mrs. Goldreich's deep understanding of human nature leaves 
the reader with a feeling that she knows these people and their innermost feel
ings, secrets, and sensitivities. 

The jacket illustration merits mention. It tells it all~ 

* * * * * * * * * 

Hannah Kuhn, Special Librarian of the Brandeis-Bardin Institute sent this to 
your editors thinking it might interest some LIBRARY LIGHT readers. 

CHURCt:l_ AND SY~AGQ . .GJJEJ,._If3J!ARIES 
edited by John F. Harvey --- --

299 pages 1980 LC: 80-11736 
ISBN 0-8108-1304·1 

$15.00 

Church and Synagogue Libraries is a pioneer volume describing the present state of 
development and the future direction of one of the library world's newest, largest. and 
least known fields. The twenty papers included in the anthology provide a description of 
American church and synagogue libraries and identify recent trends in their affairs. 
Significant current activity is emphasized, as well as recommended service policies. The 
volume contains the only existing statements on the history and development of Jewish, 

. Catholic, Protestant and other Christian libraries. 

The contributors, librarians well known in the field, include: Jacqulyn Anderson, LaMond 
F. Beatty. Maryann J. Dotts. Helen B. Greif. Fay Wiseman Grosse. Claudia Hannaford, 
John F. Harvey, Jane Hindman, Wilma W. Jensen, Miriam leikind, David M. Mayfield, 
Adele-Ethel Reidy, Dorothy J. Rodda, G. Martin Ruoss, Ruth S. Smith, Wayne E. Todd, 
Maurice S. Tuchman; Mae Weine, Joyce L. White, Theodore Weiner. Ruth H. Winters. 
and Bernadett~ Young. 

Church and Synagogue Libraries is an important source of historical and organizational 
information on the various denominational aspects for anyone working in the field or 
seeking basic information on this important and growing area of librarianship. 

From: The Scarecrow Press, Inc. 
52 Liberty Street 
Metuchen, N.J. 08840 
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PLEASE ADD THE FOLLOWING NAMES to the MEMBERSHIP ROSTER 
(They were received too late for printing.) 

KATZ, JUDY  
 

Young Adult Librarian 
Stephen S. Wise Temple 
YA Lbrn., Pio-Pico Branch, LAPL 

NYMAN, ROBERTA M.  
 

Lbrn., Abraham J. Heschel Day School 

MEMBERS OUTSIDE GREATER LOS ANGELES 

FRIEDMAN, SUSANNA R.  
 

Lbrn., Cong. Beth Israel 
Hyman Judah Schachtel Library 
5600 N. Braeswood Blvd., Houston 77096 
(713-771-6221 ext. 17) 

SPRINGER, ELAINE  
 

Chil. Lbrn., Temple Beth Israel, San Diego 

VERNON, LISA  
 

Dr. of Ed., Temple B'nai Israel 
3600 Riverside Blvd. 
Sacramento 95918 (916-446-4861) 

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS 

BERKMAN, NANCY  
 

* Lbrn., New Jewish High School 
1317 N. Crescent Heights Blvd. 
Los Angeles 90046 (656-3060) 

NILES, JOYCE 
 

*Chil. Lbrn., Jewish Community Library 
639 - 14th Avenue, San Francisco 94118 
(415-751-6983) 

ORENSTEIN, DORIS ) 
 

Pres., The Jewish Book Shelf 
P.O. Box 434 
Teaneck, New Jersey 07666 

RABBI SCHEIN 
*Congregation Emanu El 

Eugene H. Goodman Memorial Library 
3512 N. "E" Street, San Bernardino 92405 
(714-886-4818) 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
STORYTELLING TO GROUPS-FROM HEADSTARTS TO REST HOMES 2 Saturdays at UCLA 

This program explores the art of storytelling for a variety of audiences. 

Saturday, 9 A.M.--5 P.M., January 24 

Topics include: Storytelling as communication-lecture-demonstration of techniques.-
Film on professional and traditional storytellers.--Storytelling styles and 
techniques.--The audience--from pre-schoolers to senior citizens.--The setting--
from libraries to rest homes.--How to choose and learn a story. 

Saturday, 9 A.M.--5 P.M., January 31 

Topics include: Presentation of stories by members of the class.--Critiquing a 
telling--positive feedback, suggestions for improvement.--Building a program.-
Tradition and change: telling literary tales, discussion of racism, sexism, 
violence in traditional and modern stories. 

Instructor: Nancy Schimmel, MLS. Author of Just Enough to Make a Story: A 
Sourcebook for Storytelling. 

UCLA: 300F Powell Library Building. 

Fees: Non credit $35 (January 24 only) EDP TC022B 
Non credit $55 (January 24 and 31) EDP TC021B 

Credit $75 (January 24 and 31) (1~ units, Library and Information Science 
X436)+EDPTC020B 
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SUPPLEMENT #14 - January, 1981 
to 

BOOKS ON JEWISH THEMES 
An annotated list - August 1976 

A TREAT FOR THE NEW YEAR! 

JAN./FEB. 1981 

The following books, purchased by the Children's Services Division of the Los 
Angeles Public Library: Oct.-Dec. 1980 were reviewed by our own Rita Frischer in 
the body of her article: OUR SHELVES RUNNETH OVER: An overview of this year's 
crop of children's books on Jewish themes, for the November issue of MOMENT 
Magazine. Nettie Frishman, who usually compiles and reviews the titles for 
these supplements, felt that these excellent reviews should be shared with the 
membership; and with permission from the Asst. Ed., Deborah Heiligman, here 
they are for your reading pleasure and information. (For reviews of additional 
children's books not purchased by LAPL, see the November issue of MOMENT.) 

FOR YOUNGER READERS AND LISTENERS 

Chapman, Carol. The Tale of Meshka the Kvetch. Illus. by Arnold ~el. Dutton, 
cl980. Gr. Pre-school-2. unp. 

"In her charming new picture book, Meshka the Kvetch, Carol Chapman has 
Meshka cured of complaining only after an attack of Kvetch's Itch causes 
everything she complains about to come true. The rabbi cures her of these 
terrible self-fulfilling prophecies by advising her to mention only the 
good things in her life. 11 

HOLY DAYS AND HOLIDAYS 

Burstein, Chaya. A First Jewish Holiday Cookbook. 
Publishing Co. (Bonim Books), cl979. Gr. 3-5. 

Illus. by author. 
115 p. 

Hebrew 

11Chaya Burstein, author of the RIFKA books, has cooked up a cheerful 
kosher recipe collection for children ... which describes the year's festivals 
and includes recipes and suggestions for celebrating each. She gives basic 
cooking techniques and the primary rules of good nutrition and of kashrut as 
well as bits of history and philosophy . 11 

Chaikin, Miriam. The Seventh Day: The Story of the Jewish Sabbath. Woodcuts 
by David Frampton. Doubleday, cl980. Gr. 4-6. 47 p. ~·· 

11Ahad Ha'am said 'More than Israel kept the Sabbath, the Sabbath has kept 
Israel'. Miriam Chaikin has written a lyrical history of the Sabbath which 
begins with BERESHIT, moves through a swiftly paced history and culminates 
when the People of Israel enter the Promised Land where 'they kept the Sabbath 
holy, resting on it as the Lord had done'. Black and white woodcuts enhance 
the work." 

Drucker, Malka. Hanukkah: Eight Nights, Eight Lights. Drawings by Brom Hoban. 
Holiday House, cl980. Gr. 5-7. 95 p. 

\. •. · 
"HANUKKAH, the first of Malka Drucker's series on Jewish holidays, is well 

formulated, well organized and well written. Drucker's extensive research has 
been thoughtfully reduced into a brief but invaluable history of the Hellenic 
period, enabling young readers better to understand what led to the oppression 
by Antiochus, the desecration of the Temple and the victorious uprising of the 
Maccabees. Thoughtful comments, sensitive metaphors and well chosen photos and 
drawings enlived the factual representation which includes chapters on ritual, 

continued ... page 14 
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games, gifts, foods and crafts. A glossary, suggested reading list and a 
personal foreword and afterword add to the v~lue ... " 

Singer, Isaac Bashevis. The Power of Light: Eight Stories for Hanukkah. c 
Illus. by Irene Lieblich. Farrar, Straus, Giroux, cl980. Gr. 5-8. 87 p. 

"Because I reviewed this book in galley form, I am unable to comment on 
aesthetic issues; I can only vouch for the credentials of the author, who 
is not entirely unknown. Isaac Bashevis Singer has done it again, and I 
trust that when the finished edition of POWER OF LIGHT comes out, illustrator 
Irene Lieblich's talent will be ~qual to that mingled simplicity and magic 
which is Singer's stock in trade. His stories run the gamut of personal 
memories from a family Hanukkah in Warsaw to a later family romance in which 
the 'shadchen 1 was a parakeet named Dreidel. A fine collection ... " 

Suhl, Yuri. The Purim Goat. Illus. Kaethe Zemach. Four Winds Press, cl980. 
Gr. 4-5. 60 p. ~~ 

"Well known author Yuri Suhl has written an illustrated fable, THE PURIM 
GOAT, about a poor Jewish boy and his determined effort to save his beloved 
goat from the butcher by teaching it to dance to the sound of the Purim 
grogger. Although a bit long, as a read-aloud it's good for 5-7 year olds, 
while 9 or 10-year-olds will read it best alone." 

FOR THE OLDER READER 

Brooks, Jerome. Make Me a Hero. Dutton, cl980. Gr. 6-9. 152 p. L-" 

"Jake Ackerman, 12, loves working for Izzy Gold, and he likes and admires 
Harry Katz who also works in the shop. Harry's impending bar mitzvah makes 
Jake think that maybe training for bar mitzvah could make him a hero too, 
and distract his parents from their worry over his servicemen brothers. 
But ... both Harry and the bar mitzvah fall far short of Jake's expectations 
and it's Izzy who ultimately teaches Jake that, for him at least, 'to be a 
man means to take responsibility and to take joy in your work". A thoughtful 
and disturbing book, suitable for mature junior and senior high schoolers, 
it should be read by parents and discussed, as there are many questions left 
unanswered." 

Cohen, Barbara. I am Joseph. Illus. Charles Mikolaycak. Lothrop, cl980~, 

Gr. 6-8. unp. 
"I AM JOSEPH is a gorgeous book, presented in, illustrated storybook format, 

supposedly for third or fourth graders. Yet, its first-person presentation, 
complex emotional developments and sensual illustrations make me feel its real 
audience is much older. Many books have such a discrepancy between format 
and real content; parents should be aware of this so they can carefully match 
book with child, evaluating concepts to make sure the packaging is appropriate. 

As for I AM JOSEPH, it is as well written as it is well illustrated. Though 
the first-person narrative occasionally jars, Joseph's arrogance in his youth 
comes across quite well. His realization of himself as God's instrument is 
less convincing; he seems more like an opportunist. The seduction scene with 
Potiphar's wife is explicit, in both the text and the illustration, moving this 
work farther out of the elementary range. I recommend this exciting and innova
tive book for older youngsters, 11 or 12 and up, who think of Bible stories as 
boring." 




