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~ COME TO OUR FIRST MEETING OF THE NEW YEAR 5741 
~ 

~ 

GUESTS WELCOME -lC 
-lC 

Date: Monday evening, October 13, 1980 Time: 7:30 P.M. 

Place: Temple Isaiah Library 

Program: 

10345 West Pico Blvd., Los Angeles (1 blk. east of Beverly Glen 

FEATURED SPEAKER -- ANDY KOPULSKY 
Master in teaching, working on Second Masters in Education 
at University of Judaism 

He will present a curriculum on the Jews of Los Angeles 
including visual aids. A bibliography will be available. 
All for your use during the Los Angeles Bicentennial. 

Added feature--convention reports from our national travelers 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

PRESIDENT'S CORNER 

Welcome to the New Year! I hope it is a healthy and good year for all of you. 
For many of us the summer proved to be a busy time with all the conferences to 
attend. We will be fortunate to have representatives from the American Library 
Association, Association of Jewish Libraries, and Conference on Alternatives in 
Jewish Education speak to us at our first meeting. Having attended the CAJE 
conference I can only tell you that Jewish education has come a long way in the 
past few years. The impact of the librarians from AJLSC (Barbara, Rita, Susie, 
myself) was greatly felt at the convention, through the Learning Center, workshops, 
and just plain good-old "assertiveness." 

Another bit of good news. Librarians are now included in the Bureau pay scale. 
Librarians at a similar educational level will be paid at a salary commensurate to 
the teacher's salary. Our special thanks to Dr. Yapko for his personal involvement. 
This event, of course, makes it unnecessary to hold the support meetings originally 
to be scheduled this fall. For all of you who worked so hard on the Bureau 
Committee to help us achieve this goal, thank you. 

A personal word of apprecia·ion also to the Board and the members who made 
last year so successful, and who make the thought of the coming year very exciting. 
I hope to see you all at the meeting on October 13. L-----1 /. -~ 

/A'~;:-
Marjorie Gersh, AJLSC President 
(Phones: Library 476-8561; Home 344-6096 

ADD THESE DATES TO YOUR CALENDAR .•• 

Nov. 3 
Dec. 1 

AJLSC BOARD MEETING -· 7:30 P.M. - Stephen S. Wise Temple Library 
AJLSC GENERAL MEETIW: - 7:30 P.M. (tentative date) 



AJLSC LIBRARY LIGHT 

LIBRARIES AND TECHNOLOGY 

If you're interested in technology 
and its application to libraries, the 
place to go is the 43rd annual meeting 
of the American Society for Information 
Science at Disneyland Hotel, Anaheim, 
Oct. 4-10. 

Oct. 4-5 pre-conferences offer con
tinuing education programs, e.g. "Micro
computers and Libraries", "On-line 
Searching", "On-line Options for Private 
Files." 

Oct. 6-10 conference schedule includes 
"Communicating Information" theme work
shops, invited programs, contributed 
papers, and social events. 

EXHIBITS ARE FREE: Mon. 12-8:30, 
Tues. 12-7, Wed. 10-6. 

Non-member fees: Full conference 
registration $125 (includes published pro
ceedings and banquet tickets); 1-day 
regis. $45. Pre-conference fees vary 
(e.g. Microcomputers & Libraries $100.) 

Membership in ASIS is $45/annual, and 
includes journal, and reduced conf. fees. 

For more information, contact Chairman 
of ASIS '80: Dr. Edward Kazlauskas, Assoc. 
Dean USC School of Library & Information 
Management, University Park, Los Angeles, 
Ca. 90007, 213-743-2548. 
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Barbara Leff, Librarian 
Stephen S. Wise Temple 

* * * * * * * * * * 
--- AN ASTERISK ON THIS LINE MEANS 
that we must receive your $15 dues 
within TWO WEEKS 2£ your name will have 
to be dropped from our mailing list. 
Please use the membership form enclosed, 
and mail to: 

Mrs. Mitzi Weinstein 
Membership Chrwm, AJLSC 2nd VP 

 
 

 

WE HOPE YOU WILL JOIN US! Our new 
Membership Directory will be prepared 
and mailed with the next issue of 
AJLSC LIBRARY LIGHT. 

SEPT/OCT 1980 

AJLSC WELL REPRESENTED IN 
NATIONAL AJL 

Barbara Leff is the new national 
president of Assn. of Jewish Libraries 
(1980-82) succeeding Harvey Horowitz 
of Hebrew Union College, L.A. at the 
June conference in Philadelphia. 

Rita Frischer became AJL Vice
President, and serves as President of 
Synagogue, School and Center Division; 
while Anita Wenner of Denver became 
sse div. secretary. 

For info on national organization 
and its publications, contact Barbara 
at Stephen S. Wise Temple Library, 
15500 Stephen Wise Dr., L.A. 90024 
(213/476-8561, ); or 
Rita at Sinai Temple Library, 10400 
Wilshire Blvd., L.A. 90024 (213/ 
474-1518;  

* * * * * * * * * * * * 

TEACHER CENTER/LIBRARY AT 
CAJE CONFERENCE PRESENTED 

NEW CONCEPT 

"Library" used as a generic term 
for the collection, organization, and 
use of anything and everything that 
communicates--was visually represented 
at the specially created Teacher Center/ 
Library on the UCSB campus for the Con
ference on Alternatives in Jewish Educa
tion during August. AJLSC members and 
co-chair Barbara Leff of Stephen S. Wise 
Temple Library and Sherman Poska of 
Omaha, with Jeff Perry-Marx of HUC-LA, 
found their broad concepts of books, 
media, mediated programs, teachers' 
materials, hands-on materials and com
puters, overlapped so much that it was 
impossible to distinguish between exhibit 
sections. Thus, the TC/L at CAJE hope
fully became a model for others to 
replicate throughout the country. 

Some of the exhibits prepared by 
Barbara, Rita Frischer of Sinai Temple 
Library, and Marjorie Gersh and Marla 
Minogue of Stephen Wise Temple Day 
School Library will be shared at our 
first AJLSC meeting. 
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JEWISH BOOK COUNCIL ANNOUNCES THIS YEAR'S THEME 

JEWISH BOOK MONTH November 2 - December 2, 1980 

BOOK MONTH KITS READY 

This year, new and exciting kits are available to libraries and other Jewish institu
tions across the country, according to Ruth Frank, Director of the JWB Jewish Book · 
Council. Incorporating suggestions from the AJLSC Executive Board members, JBC under 
Ruth's direction has come up with a collection of items designed to help librarians 
promote both adult and children's books as imaginatively and economically as 
possible. 

Included in the 1980 Jewish Book Month Kit, which sells for $10, are 2 full-color 
12xl8 adult interest posters and 2 full-color 12xl8 children's posters, designed by 
Marilyn Hirsh to celebrate K'ton ton's 50th birthday. Also included are 100 each of 
bookmarks bearing a list of recommended titles for children and a similar list for 
adults, as well as an order form for additional items. 

Posters are being mailed in tubes, as AJLSC members recommended, rather than being 
spoiled by folding. Delivery takes 3 to 4 weeks. 

If ordered separately, each first poster costs $3 with additional ones at $1; 
initial orders of bookmarks cost $2/100 with additional sets at $1. Order any extra 
items needed along with your kit. 

Send your request for the 1980 Jewish Book Month Kit and your check to 
JWB Jewish Book Council 
15 East 26th Street 
New York, N.Y. 10010 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

NEW BOOK CLUB FOR CHILDREN 

Rita Frischer, Librarian 
Sinai Temple 

A new Jewish book club for children, the Enjoy-a-Book Club, has been started 
recently by Yaacov Peterseil of New York. Designed to provide children with 
regular access to a steadily increasing list of books of Jewish content and 
value, the Enjoy-a-Book Club sends out selections from a brochure issued every 
second month and offers an additional personal touch that is unusual. With the 
third selection, a child receives a special phone number to call toll-free with 
any questions about future book selection. 

For hrochures and further information, contact Enjoy-a-Book Club, 
25 Lawrence Ave., Lawrence, N.Y. 11559. 
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A TES THIONIAL! 

Recently, I have had the pleasure of dealing with The Jewish Bookshelf for the 
first time and what a joy it was! A letter from this firm is reprinted below. 
While I have not dealt with them on a fair, my other contacts with them were 
highly satisfactory. 

Dear Friends, 

To save you time and allow you to make the best use of your library budget, we 
at The Jewish Bookshelf serve you by: 

1. gathering titles with Jewish content from an extensive number of 
publishers 

2. reading them with an eye to their place in a Jewish collection 
3. evaluating and recommending them to you on the basis of their 

content and quality as literature 
4. checking our evaluations against the assessments that appear in 

such respected review publications as Kirkus Reviews, Horn Book, 
School Library Journal, American Library Association Booklist, 
The University of Chicago Bulletin of the Center for Children's 
Books, and The New York Times Book Review 

5. guaranteeing our selections (If you ever receive a book you feel 
does not belong in your collection, we will gladly replace it 
with another title of your choice.) 

6. offering a library discount of 20% on an initial order of 10 or 
more titles. 

While we continue to work on an annotated catalog, we are sending you an 
expanded listing of books to meet your immediate needs. 

We have given considerable thought to your numerous requests for book fairs and 
have developed the following plan. Select books from your library shelves that 
appear on our current list and arrange them in an attractive display. Take pre
paid orders at the current list price. Send us the tallied orders with a check 
for 20% less than the total retail value of the books, and we will then make a 
single shipment of books to you for distribution. 

Please write to us at least 8 weeks in advance, telling us which titles you plan 
to use, and how many people you expect, so that we can stock ample inventory. We 
will be happy to assist you by making suggestions, and we will attempt to provide 
display materials such as posters and book jackets. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to call us. 

Sincerely, The Jewish Bookshelf (for children) 
Doris Orenstein P.O. Box 434, Teaneck, N.J. 07666 

Tel. 201 833-1244 

Submitted by Rita Frischer, Librarian 
Sinai Temple 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Free!!! A 9~ x 15 inch 4-color display poster for Picture Stories from 
the Bible; the Old Testament in Full-Color Comic-Strip Form is available 
without charge to libraries by '"riting to 

Scarf Press 
58 E. 83rd Street, 
New York, N.Y. 10028 



AJLSC LIBRARY LIGHT 5 SEPT. /OCT. 1980 

ON RECEIVING UNSOLICITED MERCHANDISE 

Unordered merchandise has long been a perplexing problem for librarians. 
When a book arrives from Israel or some obscure or private press in the United 
States, most librarians feel obligated to either return it to the sender, or, 
if it looks useful, pay for it. With the recent blanket mailing of WHO'S WHO IN 
AMERICAN JEWRY, it seemed timely to let you know federal law covering the receipt 
of unsolicited goods. Then, your decisions are up to you. 

If you receive unordered merchansie, federal law says you may consider it a 
gift and keep it without paying for it. Only two kinds of merchandise can 
legally be sent through the mail without prior consent: 

Free samples which are clearly marked as such, and 

items mailed by a charitable organization asking for contributions. 

Otherwise, it is illegal to send you anything you have not requested. 

You DO NOT have to pay for unsolicited merchandise and it is illegal for the 
person or~i;;-sending it to you to pressure you to return it or to send you a 
bill. You may use or dispose of such goods as you see fit and, according to 
Sec. 1584.5 of the Civil Code, you can even bring suit against any sender who 
continues to submit bills or requests for payment. 

If you know of any violations of this law, or if you receive unordered 
merchandise and are harassed with demands for payment for such, contact the 
Federal Trade Commission, Washington, D.C. 20580. 

* * * * * * * * * * * 

Rita Frischer, Librarian 
Sinai Temple 

MEETING THE READING NEEDS OF THE BLIND AND VISUALLY HANDICAPPED 

The Jewish Federation-Council of Greater Los Angeles in cooperation with 
the Jewish Braille Institute of America will be holding a seminar for librarians 
and library volunteers of Jewish communal agencies and synagogues. It will take 
place on Thursday, October 23 at 7:30 P.M. at the Jewish Community Library. The 
topic is "Meeting the Reading Needs of the Blind and Visually Handicapped." 

Their collection is on Judaica and related subjects. There is a significant 
number of materials in Yiddish and Hebrew. This Institute would like to equip 
local Jewish librarians to use their resources as an extension of their own. In 
this way the blind or visually handicapped reader need not be excluded from being 
one of the "People of the Book." A significant number of people past the age of 
65 experience a decline in reading only because their vision no longer serves them 
as well as it used to. 

The seminar will include the following topics: 
1. What are the resources of the Jewish Braille Institute Library? 
2. How may we assist the local readers in tapping in to the resources 

of the Jewish Braille Institute 
3. How do we publicize the availability of these materials through our 

libraries. 
4. What a librarian should know about low vision screening and optical aids. 

Watch for further announcement from Hava Ben-Zvi, Librarian, Jewish Community 
Library of the Jewish Federation-Council of Greater Los Angeles. 
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The following communication was received and voted upon at the last meeting of 
the year. 

June 7, 1980 

Mrs. Marjorie Gersh, President 
Assn. of Jewish Libraries of So. Calif. 

Dear Marje, 

This will confirm in writing our conversation of a few weeks ago. 

Following great deliberation, I have decided to resign as Editor of 
AJLSC LIBRARY LIGHT. Both our newsletter and I have grown tremendously 
during the past 8 years; and I have learned and gained so much from the 
experience. 

As you know, I have accepted new responsibilities,--as national 
President of AJL, and as coordinator of the new library cooperation project 
that we are starting here in Los Angeles. Unfortunately, the only thing 
that has not changed is the 24 hour day. It is because of this that I had 
to set priorities and decide what could be done by others, as well-- if not 
that much better. I firmly believe LIBRARY LIGHT falls into this category-
as much as I have loved doing it. 

LIBRARY LIGHT has become an important newsletter in the library field-
thanks to many people. Our regular contributors of book reviews, quotations, 
sources, and articles fill more than half of its pages now, and I'm certain 
they will continue to write for the new editor as well. I will certainly 
help in whatever way I can--with articles, sources, bits of information-
please feel free to ask. The job really can be done by several people, and 
I'm hopeful that our members feel strongly enough about it to volunteer to 
assist in meeting our deadlines. 

In conclusion, I wish to thank AJLSC for all its support, to the presidents 
and officers through the years for their confidence, and to our many readers for 
their kind words of praise and appreciation. LIBRARY LIGHT has been an important 
part of my life, which I will never forget. 

Shalom, 

Barbara Leff 
Editor, AJLSC Library Light, 
1973-1980 

Barbara's resignation as Editor of Library Light was accepted by the Association 
with deep regret. Renee Hurewitz and Dorothy Steiner volunteered to publish and 
edit LIBRARY LIGHT in the coming year. 

AJLSC LIBRARY LIGHT is distributed Free to AJLSC members. Permission to reprint 
granted as long as credit appropriately given to "Assn. of Jewish Libraries of So. 
Calif." Editor:  

Deadline for articles for NOV/DEC 1980 LIBRARY LIGHT is November 3, 1980. 
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The 1980-81 JEWISH BOOK ANNUAL is 
about to be published, The price has gone 
up to $15. 

Articles will include: 
Recent Literature on Christian-Jewish 

Relations, by A. Roy Eckardt 
On the Collecting of Jewish Books 

Solomon B. Freehof 

Other items: 
Anniversaries of great scholars and 

authors. 
Annotated bibliographies, including 

Juvenile, Fiction and Non-Fiction, etc. 

Order from JWB Jewish Book Council 
15 East 26th Street 
New York, N.Y. 10010 

SEPT/OCT 1980 

WHAT'S NEW?? 

Mrs. SARA LEE has been appointed 
Director of the Rhea Hirsch School of 
Education, HUC-JIR, Los Angeles 
following Dr. William Cutter's 
pioneering years as head of the school. 
A mother and veteran educator, Mrs. 
Lee holds a Masters Degree in Educa
tion from USC. She will be setting 
two precedents at HUC, one for not 
being a Rabbi and second for being a 
woman. 

* * * * * * * * * * * 
LIBRARY RATE INCREASES 

"Library rate" is now 19<;: for first 
pound, Z£ per pound for each additional 
pound to 7 lbs., and-2£ for each pound 
over 7 lbs. Library rate is applicable 
to packages to or from a library. 

LAPL JOINS METRO 

Los Angeles Public Library has joined the Metropolitan Cooperative Library System. 
This means that you may now use your LAPL library card to check out books at the 
following library systems: 

Alhambra - Altadena - Arcadia - Azusa - Beverly Hills - Burbank - Cerritos -
Commerce - Covina - Downey - El Segundo - Glendale - Glendora -

Long Beach - Los Angeles - Monrovia - Monterey Park - Palos Verdes -
Pasadena - Pomona - Redondo Beach - San Marino - Santa Fe Springs -

Santa Monica - Sierra Madre - South Pasadena - Torrance -
Whittier 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
WATCH FOR THIS NEW BOOK BY AJLSC MEMBER 

Holiday House is pleased to announce a new series of books by Malka Drucker on 
Jewish holidays. 

n ~ first title will be HANUKKAH: Eight Nights 3 Eight Lights, to be published 
~ this fall. The book introduces the reader to the history, customs, rituals, 

foods, games, and gifts that are an important part of the holiday. It also 
provides recipes, crafts, and puzzles that are helpful in appreciating the 
holiday both at school and at home. Illustrated with 60 photographs and draw
ings, the book will have 96 pages and a trim size of 6 x 9, and will be ready 
for shipment by September 8. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Signs in all public transit buses and trolleys in Washington, D.C. this summer: 

Love thy neighbor, 
Relieve thy weight of guilt, 
Return thy library books. 
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"QUOTATION MARK-ED" 
Compiled by Edith Wildman, Librarian 
(Retired, Temple Emanuel, B.H., Ca.) 

Our local chapter is helping in the observance of the bicentennial anniversary of the 
founding of Los Angeles. The following quotations embody relevant subjects such as: 
DEMOCRACY, GOVERNMENT, HISTORY, COUNTRY, VOTING, LEADERSHIP, SERVICE, MAJORITY, etc. 

We must not appoint a leader over the community without first consulting the 
people. --The Talmud, Berakoth, 55a 

Vote for the man who pr~mises least; he'll be the least disappointing. 
--Bernard Baruch 

He who rules over men must be just. -- 2 Samuel 23:3 

You shall not oppress one another. --Leviticus 25:14 

Service to G-d consists in what we do to our neighbor. 
--Rabbi Leo Baeck 

The power of great men can be used for evil no less than good. 
--The Talmud, Sukkah, 52a 

Help and respect can come to a people only through self-help and self-respect. 
--Rabbi Stephen S. Wise 

Majorities may rule, they cannot judge. --Rabbi Maurice Davis 

Just as among the fish of the sea larger ones swallow the smaller ones, so it is 
with people. If it were not for the fear of the government, the stronger would 
swallow the weaker. --Babylonian Talmud, Avodah Zarah, 4a 

Fish die out of water, and people die without law and order. 
--The Talmud, Abodah Zarah, 4a 

The essential ingredient of democracy is not doctrine but intelligence, not 
authority but reason, not cynicism but faith in man, faith in God. Our strength 
lies in the fearless pursuit of truth by the minds of men who are free. 

--David Lilienthal 

The evils of democracy can be cured by more democracy. 
--Rabbi Judah Cahn 

Theoretically our government is responsive to the will of all the people who have 
the right to vote. Actually, however, it reflects the will only of those who 
have exercised the franchise. --Rabbi Robert Gordis 

In the Hebrew language the word for country is "medinah." The root of this word 
is derived from the word "din" meaning justice and law. It teaches us that if a 
nation is to live and endure it must be rooted in righteousness. 

--Rabbi Solomon Sternstein 

History is not merely a series of events, but the interpretation given those 
events. --Rabbi Joel H. Zaiman 
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ASSOCIATION OF JEWISH LIBRARIES CONVENTION REPORT 
PHILADELPHIA, PA. - JUNE 22 - 25, 1980 

By Rita Frischer, Librarian 
Sinai Temple 

SEPT. /OCT. 1980 

Following is an introductory report of the AJL Convention in Philadelphia. The 
convention began at 11 a.m. on Sunday, June 22, with a pre-registration executive 
lunch during which we set priorities for the conference's business meetings. The 
afternoon was spent in a divisional board meeting. I acquainted myself with the 
mandates for action during the next two years and reported in my capacity as out
going Book Award Chairwoman. The keynote address on Jewish identity was the high
light of the social hour which followed dinner--a social hour spent in learning 
about programs in other synagogues and in choosing new committee people. 

The keynote speaker was Dr. Ronald Brauner, Dean of the Reconstructionist Rabbinical 
College in Philadelphia and formerly chairman of the department of Bible and 
Rabbinics at Gratz College. Dr. Brauner's address is worth mentioning because of 
his extraordinary presentation. He focused on the irresponsibility often shown in 
determing who is Jewish. Using two familiar source books, the Encyclopedia Judaica 
and the new Jewish Book of Lists, Dr. Brauner tried to discern on what criteria 
besides Halakhah these works established Jewish identity. He found known dema
gogues such as Karl Marx, "indifferent Jews" such as Eugene Ormandy, "Protestant 
Jews" such as William Blumenthal, enemies and apostates such as Pavlo Cristiani 
(c. 1274, responsible for the first Jewish "badge" worn on clothing), Moses Josef 
Birnbaum (1781, secret agent for the Czarist police--hung eventually by the Jews 
he supposedly represented). All were termed Jewish. If all these qualify as Jews, 
Dr. Brauner reasons, being Jewish cannot have any meaning at all. If the EJ 
considers defamers, converts, non-believers, etc., all to be Jewish, then either 
the EJ is,making judgments like Hitler or it (and we) must find that ethnic pride 
is guilt:{ of making us claim these people as Jewish simply because they have "made 
it" in a competitive world. "Real Jews" are not famous, Dr. Brauner concluded, 
but are workers, strivers--with substance, commitment, and belief. 

Monday morning, Barbara Girion, author of A Tangle of Roots, Dr. Marcia Posner 
and I presented a workshop panel on criteria for evaluating Jewish children's 
literature. Dr. Posner and I presented the librarians' view and Barbara Girion 
the author's. We gave a brief history of general and Jewish children's litera
ture, including a display of collectors' items from Los Angeles Public Library, 
and discussed book choices and evaluation of ethnic materials. With very limited 
time, Girion told of the difficulty she faces as an author in writing honestly 
about modern Jewish life while always asking herself whether what she is writing 
is "good for the Jews." Although our audience would have much preferred a 
morning-long session on this vital issue, we had to stop for a tour of Beth Shalom, 
designed by Frank Lloyd Wright (a most unusual building), which serves as a total 
community center. Workshops on Educational Resource·Centers and on the partner
ship between educators and librarians were held at Gratz College to complete the 
day' s schedule. 

Tuesday began with a 7 a.m. breakfast meeting, followed by an illustrated lecture 
on Holocaust art. The next item was a discussion and panel on "Jewish Libraries 
in the 80's--a Challenge" presented by incoming national president Barbara Leff 
of Stephen S. Wise Temple Library; Anita Wenner, Director of the Denver Central 
Agency for Jewish Education; and Philip E. Miller, Librarian at HUC, New York and 
member of the Executive Board of Jewish Book Council. This was a particularly 
dynamic session involving many exciting new concepts. 

Please turn to page 10 
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Bernard Levinson of the Jewish Publication Society spoke during lunch about the 
history of Jewish publishing, especially JPS. After lunch we went to Congregation 
Mikveh Israel, the oldest Sephardic congregation in the city, for a problem clinic 
and a presentation on Jewish community libraries. I left the second session early 
to greet our two prize winning authors, Marilyn Hirsh, winner of the Body-of-Work 
Award and Carol Snyder, winner for "Ike and Mama and the Block Wedding." 

The Awards presentation was a tremendous experience. The two young winners were 
excellent and sincere speakers. They dealt freely and very warmly with their 
experiences writing about Jews. Their comments included so much Yiddishkeit 
that even the Research and Scholarship contingent laughed and clapped and looked 
nostalgic. 

Wednesday morning was taken up by divisional and general business meetings, 
followed by lunch and the installation of the 1980-82 officers, at which time 
I became the president of the Synagogues, Schools and Centers Division of AJL. 
Later, in New York, I also became a member of the Jewish Book Council's 
Juvenile Book Award Committee; there was no conflict since I had stepped down 
from my similar post in AJL. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

USC LIBRARY SCHOOL TAKES A NEW DIRECTION 

The "School of Library Science" at University of Southern California has 
initiated a brand new curriculum with a change of name to "School of Library and 
Information Management." By placing emphasis on the service functions of a 
library (educational, cultural, informational, recreational, and research) 
rather than the archival function that has become part of our tradition, Dean 
Roger Greer is forging new and exciting directions for library curricula across 
the country. His Community Analysis Research Institute has reinforced his theory 
that libraries, to survive, must train librarians to manage information and know 
how to assess and serve their patrons. 

The new schedule is made up of two-unit classes for 2~ hours on one day or 
evening per week. This permits easy attendance by those working in the field. 
All classes are open for Continuing Education units at half the regular tuition 
($88.50 per unit) for those with Master's degrees in Library Science (diploma or 
transcript). No pre-registration is necessary, just arrive~ hour before first 
class meeting, pay the tuition, and go to class. Classes were scheduled to 
start the week of September 15. For further information on classes and course 
descriptions, contact Dr. Robert Grover, Asst. Dean, or Louise Parsons, at 
School of L&IM, USC, L.A. 90007 - (213) 743-5954 or 743-2549. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

ZIONISM: an International Journal of Social, Political and Intellectual History 

is a new periodical published by the Institute for Zionist Research, Tel Aviv 
University twice a year, in April and October. 

Coverage will include the examination of the intellectual, moral, political, and 
practical issues of the Zionist movement as well as problems which faced the 
Zionist movement within its own ranks and the international community. 

To subscribe; write to The Institute for Zionist Research, Tel Aviv University, 
Ramat Aviv, Tel Aviv, Israel 
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REVIEWS OF ADULT BOOKS - by Muriel Moster, 
Sinai Temple Library Volunteer 

Laqueur, Walter. The Missing Years. Boston, Little, Brown and Co., 1980. $10.95 

The author is known as an authority on international affairs. Here in his 
novel, he narrates in fictionalized form the almost unbelievable story of a German
Jewish doctor and his family who remained in Berlin throughout the Nazi era. The 
book, based on fact, portrays sadly the plight of people such as Rabbi Leo Baeck, 
whose personal decision it was to remain in Germany as long as a Jewish person 
remained there; the widow of the artist Max Liebermann, well in her 80's; and 
groups of Jewish children between 12-20 years of age who met clandestinely, studying 
Hebrew, discussing Jewish history, and the problems of Kibbutz life, all in antici
pation of emigration to Palestine--if they lived. 

Failing to leave Germany with his non-Jewish wife and two young sons when they 
could, the well-known physician, who never hid his Jewishness, became an unwilling 
witness to the terror and deprivation surrounding him. Filled with pain and sorrow, 
the doctor describes what happened when Jewish lives hung by a thread and each day 
was lived in a twilight zone as the entire Third Reich became a madhouse. Only his 
sense of responsibility as one of the last Jews surviving this historical period 
obligated him to record the events. 

While Laqueur 1 s narrative style is unrelieved by much conversation, reading 
about these lives and the drama, tensions, and conflicts inherent in them makes for 
worthwhile literature. Great interest is created and one avidly turns the pages to 
see how everyone in this family fares. The material has merit also, not only as a 
tribute to human endurance, inventiveness, and courage in coping with years of 
adversity and danger, but to the capacity of the human being to remain sane and 
normal under conditions of great stress. 

Additionally, as a book of Jewish content, it is enriched by discussions on 
Berlin's Jewish background, Moses Mendelssohn, the cycle of German Jewish history, 
Jews in England, their assimilation there and the prejudice towards them at 
different times in British history. 

* * * * * * * 
Traub, Barbara Fischman. The Matrushka Doll. New York, Richard Marek Publishers, 

1979. 487 p. $12.50 

Do not deprive yourself of reading a fine book by feeling that this is another 
typical Holocaust novel, another story of suffering, of loved ones killed. True, as 
with so many other histories, first came the denunciations, then the deportations 
and the deprivations. Finally, for a pitiful handful of survivors the war was over. 
Lisa Engler, still in her teens, has outlived the torment and is left with her 
memories and nightmares. She is told, "You're going home, have hope, have heart." 

This book focuses on the events in her life after she returns to her home, the 
little town of Sighet, Transylvania, the same village memorialized by another former 
resident, Elie Wiesel. The area throughout its history has shifted from Hungarian 
rule to Roumanian and in 1945 is occupied by the "liberating" Russian forces. 

The young woman tries to get through each day, each night, dragging herself 
through the motions of survival, attempting to function. Riddled with anguish, 
rebuffed by former neighbors--Gentile townspeople who are sorry to see her still 
alive, she experiences a rebirth when she falls in love with one of the Russian 
officers. Though a thoroughly indoctrinated Communist, his own Jewish roots emerge 
as the affair progresses. 

The Soviet authorities condemn their love and Lisa's fragile hold on life is 

Please turn to page 12 



AJLSC LIBRARY LIGHT 12 SEPT./OCT. 1980 

again threatened. As the author develops the plot, we see that she is not just a 
story-teller, but a fine writer, gifted in her portrayal of characters, talented in 
expression, possessing insight into the human condition and deep sensitivity re
garding emotions. 

What emerges is a praiseworthy, exceptional book with an unusual style, a 
compelling dramatic pace, and well-delineated plot. More than a poignant novel, 
it will leave an impact on its reader. 

One must caution, however, that it does contain some material of an explicit 
sexual nature which may offend some readers. 

ANOTHER REVIEW By Renee Hurewitz, Librarian 
Temple Isaiah 

If Sophie's Choice by William Styron is a long serious novel about the 
Holocaust, why is it so popular? Probably because this non-Jewish author has 
taken great care to create a trio of engrossing characters caught in a web of 
emotional and sexual tensions. He reveals them to us detail by detail, in such 
depth, that soon we know what they are going to do before he gets them around to 
doing it. 

The central character is a young writer nicknamed Stingo, who, at age 23 has come 
North from Virginia to become part of the New York literary scene. For financial 
reasons he has taken a small apartment in Brooklyn. Directly above him lives 
beautiful, blond Sophie, a non-Jewish Polish survivor of Auschwitz. Across the hall 
lives her lover Nathan, a brilliant man, quite disturbed and rushing inexorably 
toward his own destruction. 

Styron uses these three to present a number of questions and themes. Almost 
immediately Nathan, the New York Jew, accuses Stingo and all Southerners of being 
responsible for the crimes perpetrated against Blacks. Stingo always argues 
that not all Southerners are responsible for the sick "system" that pervades their 
part of the country. On a much wider scale Styron presents Sophie who was caught 
up in the horrors of the Holocaust almost as an innocent by-stander. Her father 
was a virulent anti-Semite, but she was not. She lived among Polish freedom 
fighters during the war but did not take part in their activities. However, all 
Poles became targets of the Nazi death machine and Sophie spent a crucial period in 
Auschwitz/Birkenau. 

The author seems to say that if a whole culture is involved in criminal acts 
against one segment of humanity, everyone is bound to be swept into the cauldron 
of hatred. In many ways Styron also suggests that Americans have been unable to 
understand in any real way what happened in the Holocaust. 

Although the plot structure is somewhat complicated, it is also intriguing. 
The author moves these characters both forward and backward in time. The three 
friend-s spend the summer of 1947 together. They go to the beach, have drinks, or 
picnic together. Intermittently, Styron backs up and fills us in on Stingo 1 s 
relationship with his father, Nathan's erratic temperament and the horrible events 
that have traumatized Sophie. 

Styron's narrative style is not simple; it is heavy with descriptive details 
about people, places, thoughts and history. Sometimes this encyclopedic background 
information slows the action down, but in this way he is able to give us much real 
information about Poland and Auschwitz. Thus, in a multitude of words the story 
of Sophie's "choice" unfolds across the novel and we finally understand the great 
weight of guilt she carries. 

However, even as the reader realizes how tenuous Sophie's hold on life is, 
Stingo, the healthy young American cannot understand it. At the crucial moment, 
having at last fulfilled all his sexual fantasies, he temporarily runs to escape 
to the "peace of the farm. 11 By the time he accepts his responsibility to return 
and help, it is too late for his friends. 
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These are books acquired by Children's Services Division of Young Adult Division 
of the LOS ANGELES PUBLIC LIBRARY, Aptii - August, 1980. Compiled by NETTIE 
FRISHMAN, Consultant, Association of Jewish Libraries of Southern California. 

FOR YOUNGER READERS AND LISTENERS 

Adler, David. The Children of Chelm. Illus. A. Friedman. Bonim (Hebrew Publ. Co.), 
1979. Gr. 3-5. 32 p. $5. 95. 

Three short, easy-reading noodle-head stories from the WISE MEN OF CHELM 
which focus on the interests and activities of children with the foolish 
decisions of the elders providing the nonsense and humor. As with Rose's 
The Triumphs of Fuzzy Fogtop (Dial, 1979) this will serve as an introduction 
to these East European folktales for younger children. These two titles 
supplement but do not duplicate one another, however, the Rose title is 
more distinguished in style, format and presentation. B/W cartoonish pencil 
drawings carry more humor than the text. 

Weil, Lisl. Esther. Illus. by author. Atheneum, 1980. Gr. 4. 43 p. $8.95. L--
A re-telling of the O.T. Purim Story, in which Esther, a young Jewish 

woman, becomes Queen of Persia and uses her influence to stop the murders of 
Jews living in exile in Persia. A simple, yet accurate portrayal of the events 
in the Book of Esther which highlights the impact of a brave woman on history 
as well as providing additional holiday material. Has an appealing picture 
book format, with attractive illustrations in blue and gray tones which lends 
itself to story-telling for the younger child 

FOR FAMILY SHARING 

Greenfeld, Howard. Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur. Illus. E~,.Grove. Holt, 1979. 
31 p. Gr. 4 to adult. $5. 95. 

Following the distinguished sty~ormat and design of the author's two 
previous holiday books, this title 1lluminates the most sacred of the Jewish 
Holy Days Accent and focus is on those abstract ideas of sin, repentence, 
redemption and man's relationship to God, which embody the unique experience 
and values of being a Jew. Will find an audience with adults as well as 
children. 

My Shalom, My Peace: Paintings and poems by Jewish and Arab children. Selected 
by Uriel Ofek. Translated by Dov Vardi. McGraw, 1975. 96 p. Gr. 4 and up. 
$5.95. / 

The longing for peace permeates every page of this haunting compilation of 
poems and pictures by Arab and Jewish children which were submitted in a con
test for Israeli schoolchildren. Moving and beautifully written poems 
innocently and simply express their feelings, knowledge and experiences with 
war in their lives. Color and line drawings portray appropriately dressed 
Arabs and Israelis standing side by side. A unique contemporary collection 
which is valuable for its expression of a world situation thru the eyes of 
children directly involved. Can be used effectively with the creations of 
the children of Terezin Concentration Camp in I Never Saw Another Butterfly. 

continued ••• 
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FOR THE MIDDLE READER 

Hurwitz, Johanna. Once I was a Plum Tree. Illus. I. Fetz. Morrow, 1980. 160 p. 
Gr. 4-6. $7.50. ~ 

Ten year old Gerry Flan, confused about her identity as a Jew growing up in a 
the Bronx (1947), begins to find out about her background when a German refugee 
family moves in next door. Told in first person, Gerry relates her feelings 
about the contradictions in her life which cause her to feel uncomfortable with 
both the Catholic girls on her block and the Jewish kids at school. Through 
certain events (keeping the children home on Yom Kippur) Gerry's parents dis
play their underlying feelings about their Jewish background, but have the idea 
that to fit into American life they must set their traditions aside .•• like 
having a Christmas tree. When Gerry questions her mother about all this, she 
admits that maybe they were wrong not to give their children any Jewish identity, 
and so encourage Gerry to attend a neighbor's Passover Seder. Jewish history 
and ritual is nicely interwoven into the dialogue thru the character of her 
neighbor, Edgar Wulf, a young refugee from Nazi Germany who gives Gerry a sense 
of what it means to be a Jew. Excellent plot, characterization and style ••. 
a successful blending of a child's thoughts and feelings with the action. 

Reviewed by Rachelle Schwartzman 
Children's Librarian, LAPL 
Member, AJLSC 

Snyder, Carol. Ike and Mama and the Block Wedding. Illus. C. Robinson. Coward, 
1979. 82 p. $6.95. ~ 

Again, a heartwarming and amusing story as the resourceful mama of Ike and 
Mama and the Once-A-Year Suit (Coward, 1978) tackles the crisis engendered 
when Rosie Weinstein's upcoming wedding is cancelled because of financial 
difficulties. Centered in the crowded tenement district of South Bronx in the 
1919s--Mama charges to the rescue by mobilizing her whole block, including 
racially diverse neighbors and Ike's young army of friends. The wedding is a 
triumph of togetherness, sharing, and community spirit. Lively in pace, 
filled with menschlichkeit, a bit of nostalgia that bears emulating in this 
day and age. Winner of the 1979 AJL Children's Book Award. 

Steinberg, Fannie. Birthday in Kishinev. Illus. L. Hanuschak. Jewish Publication 
Society, 1978. 80 p. Gr. 4-6. $5.95. ~ 

The year is 1903, and in the Russian town of Kishinev elaborate plans are 
made for Sarah's 12th birthday, even to a 'shiddah' with a distant cousin. 
But the joy of the celebration is shattered when peasants and cossacks descend 
upon the town in a bloody pogrom. The family is saved only with the help of 
their faithful servant, Varina. Returning home to find their kinfolk murdered, 
their home in ruins, they decide it is time for them to leave for America. 
Based on the author's own childhood experiences, this almost becomes a documen
tary in the information about the life-style of the Russian Jew at the turn of 
the century. Told as a first person narrative, dialogue is not always smooth, 
nor is there depth in characterization, but should touch young readers both as 
a survival story, and as a vivid glimpse into a sad era that triggered the 
wave of Jewish immigration to America. 

Purchased YOUNG ADULT DIVISION - LAPL 

Greenberg, Jan. A Season In-Between. Farrar, 1979. 149 p. Gr. 6-JHS. $8.95 v/ 
A sensitively written story of a young girl having to adjust to the fact that 

her beloved father is dying of cancer. At 12 years old, Carrie cannot face 
death--or the thought of dying--and her withdrawal from the agony of watching 
her father's gradual decline is treated with rare understanding. Carrie's 

Please turn to page 15 
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SUPPLEMENT #13 con. 

gradual acceptance of the inevitable comes as much from the empathy of her peer 
group as from the quiet strength of her mother and father. Yet, withal, there 
is a light touch here: school activities, friendships, a first kiss, and the 
beginnings of puberty. Jewish content is minimal. This is a modern Jewish 
family, with allusions to their heritage interspersed in the story, but in the 
main, assimilated in activities, tastes and values. Carrie attends a private 
school where there is only one other Jewish girl in her class, but during the 
Christmas season, she insists on equal terms for Chanukah. Author's knowledge 
of children's books on dying (p. 143) is a librarian's delight. With the 
plethora of books on adjustment to death - this is one of the few dealing with 
the dying. Should be popular with teen-age girls. 

REJECTED - LAPL 

Blue, Rose. Cold Rain on the Water. McGraw-Hill, 1979. J/SHS. 123 p. $7.95 
The experiences of culture shock by newly arrived Russian emigrants living 

in a Puerto Rican section of New York. Cold Rain (from the lyrics of a rock 
song and repeated throughout the book) sets up a number of problem situations 
immigrants in New York might encounter and creates a little scenario around 
each one. The effect is a stilted style of writing, with cardboard, jerky 
characters unlikely to turn on young adults to reading this book. 

YA Librarian, LAPL 

A timely theme: the Russian-Jewish immigrant family of today and their 
adjustment to life in America. Unfortunately, the author has tried too hard, 
and the story lacks vitality--even interest. Characters are prototypes--and 
never really come alive: the religious grandfather, the brave mother, the 
despairing father, the little sister who loves TV and ice-cream, and the pro
tagonist, Alec, who loves the American way of life--especially rock music. 
Family conversations border on sermonizing, and like a Greek drama, the reader 
senses that tragedy will strike, and it does. 

N. Frishman, AJL Awards Committee 

This first attempt in juvenile fiction to deal with the Soviet Jewish 
family's adjustment to America struck me as contrived ••• the effect was that of 
a patch-work quilt with all the seams showing. Furthermore, the author's 
literary style failed to hold my interest so that it was a real effort to 
finish the book. 

A. Kirshenbaum, AJL Awards Committee 

Proddow, Penelope. Art Tells a Story: The Bible. Illus. with photos from the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art. Doubleday, 1979. 80 p. Gr. 5-up. $6.95 

The author uses stories from the Bible as a means of introducing fine details 
of symbolic art. Format is that of a set of color photos grouped in front with 
b/w details photos interspersed with the text as the tales related to each 
piece of artwork is re-told. Albeit the concept behind the endeavor is laudable 
and the author well-qualified, the results are stilted and awkward. The separa
tion of text and illustration causes unnecessary flipping of pages back and 
forth to clarify points and the writing presumes a Judea/Christian bias. 

LAPL 

Shirley Glubok's art series on various countries and peoples does a far more 
pleasing job of incorporating text will illus. 

School Library Journal, 3/80 

The author's presentation goes into detail discussing both the period and style 
of the particular arts and the attitude of the artist toward his subject. The 
book is beautifully printed ••• and the print of large enough size to entice the 
reader. We are fortunate to share in these lectures, even from a distance. 

H. Karp, AJL Awards Committee 
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REJECTED - LAPL con. 

Ruggill, Peter. The Return of the Golem: A Hanukah Story. Illus. by author. 
Holt, 1979. unp. $6.95. 

While celebrating Hanukah in a small Jewish village, two children become 
involved in re-living the thematic story of Hanukah in contemporary terms. 
An interweaving of classical Jewish folk legends and science fiction; the 
story is too contrived to be satisfying. No other redeeming qualities. 
B/W illus. are too busy and morbid for my tastes. Hirsch's Potato Pancakes 
All Around is better as a Hanukah tale on a picture book level. 

LAPL reviewer 

"A mishmash that, whatever its various good intentions, is mostly 
ludicrous." 

Virginia Kirkus 

In a few short pages of a picture book, we hear the story of Chanukah, 
watch a dreidl spin, see a rocket ship land and the creatures from within 
wreck the synagogue, meet a wise Rabbi who creates a Golem out of the 
Hebrew alphabet, had the Golem chase the moon men away, go wild and have to 
be destroyed. The Chanukah story, the Golem, and space ships in one story? 
Well- it IS an original mashing, and the expressionistic sketches add to 
the hubbub. I can't say I like the mixture, yet, somehow, it does appeal. 

S. Barancik, AJL Book Award Committee 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Taken from the New York Times Book Review, June 15, 1980 

I am Joseph by Barbara Cohen, reviewed by Georgess McHargue 

· ••• A robust and full-blooded affair is Barbara Cohen's retelling of the Old 
Testament Tale of Joseph and his brothers. Here is a story full of seduction 
and virtue, trials and triumphs, deceit and self-revelation, in short, pre
cisely those ingredients that have always made the Bible and the Torah great 
reading as well as great moral documents • 

••• Barbara Cohen has,told her story admirably, if perhaps a trifle lengthily. 
Her psychological emphasis, while never straying from her sources (which are 
many and impeccable), succeeds in giving the tale a modern tone and urgency 
that are superbly counterbalanced by Charles Mikolaycak's richly colored and 
meticulously researche~ illustrations. If you are one of those who believe 
that children ought not to be allowed to see in pictures what they can easily 
read in any copy of the Bible ••• you should .be warned that the illustration 
of the Potiphar's wife episode is both explicit as to female anatomy and 
appropriately seductive in atmosphere ..• 




