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COME TO OUR NEXT MEETING ••• GUESTS ARE WELCOME! 

When? Thursday morning, APRIL 17, 1980 9:30 A.M. SHARP 

Where? Delta Lithograph, 14731 Califa, Van Nuys (via Ventura or San Diego Fwy.,. 
3 blocks north of Burbank Blvd.; east of Kester Avenue) 

What? TOUR OF A PRINTING PLANT ••• 
Come see how the things you handle are made~ This large printing 
house (23,000 sq.ft.+) manufactures books, catalogs, and directories 
for general publishing market (5000-50,000 copies), and technical 
reports for spacecraft industry. Our morning tour will show every 
operation IN ACTION--camera work, stripping room, litho-plate making, 
printing press, duplicating, bindery, packaging, etc.--
A RARE OPPORTUNITY TO SEE A PlANT IN FULL SWING! 

* R.s.v.P. BY APRIL 14 (Monday) so Delta knows how many to expect in order to plan tour. 
Contact Sharon Goldberg,    ) 

BE SURE TO WRITE THESE DATES ON YOUR CALENDAR: 
Apr. 

May 

June 

Aug. 

13 - Yom Ha-Shoah (Holocaust Remembrance Day) 
17 AJESC GENERAL MEETING--9:30 ~~PROMPT - Thursday morning - see above. 
21 - Yom Ha-Atzmaut (Israel Independence Day) 
4 - Lag Ba-Omer (known as Scholar's Holiday) 
5 - AJLSC BOARD MEETING - 7:30PM- Stephens. Wise Temple Library. 

21-22 Shavuot 
8 - AJLSC GE~cRAL MEETING-- afternoon workshops being planned 

22-25 ASSOCIATION OF JEWISH LIBRARIES Convention, Philadelphia l For info contact 
29-July 5 AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSN. Convention, New York Barbara Leff, 
25-29 CONF. ON ALTE&~TIVES IN JEWISH EDUCATION,. Sanj:a Barbara editor of LL. 
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PRESIDENT'S COLUMN 

Los Angeles Bi-Centennial. Looking into the very near future, are you aware that 
the 200th anniversary of the City of Los Angeles begins September 1980? All libraries 
throughout the city are being asked to plan in advance and have readily available the 
kinds of materials your patrons will be seeking to create programming and celebrate 
the occasion. Ethnic groups are key participants in many of the city's observances. 
Within synagogues and schools, this would be a perfect time to display some of the 
archives of your institution. As you are probably aware, there is material on the 
~istory of the Jews in Los Angeles in some books and periodicals, but a dearth of 
material for children and teachers. The local Jewish historical societies are working 
with the Jewish Federation on gathering together some materials for distribution to 
the community. Within AJLSC, some of us are trying to work on bibliographic sources 
and information, as well as perhaps writing a cooperative series of papers on local 
Jewish history. But, we do need HELP--from all of our members--to pool our sources 
and cooperativaytry to fill some of the void in school materials on a child's reading 
level. If you can help with research, bibliographies, pathfinders, creating and 
writing children 1 s short stories or short selections, please contact me immediately. 
September is only 5 months away! In the meantime, we will contact the Federation and 
Jewish colleges and universities locally to see what is being done so as not to 
duplicate efforts. We'll report back to you in the next issue of Library Light. 

Librarian's Salary Schedule. We are still negotiating with the Bureau of Jewish 
Education as to the most appropriate method to establish and implement a salary 
schedule for Judaica librarians. We have been involved in meetings with the Bureau 
and will continue to press for an equitable solution. It is a very complicated 
process, but we are keeping on it and hope to have more positive results for you 
in the next newsletters. 

Next meeting. I hope to see all of you at the next meeting at the 
house. Note the special time and date. Please feel free to bring guests, as this 
should be a very interesting tour. 

I hope all of you had an enjoyable and happy Pesa~. 

WE GET LETTERS ••• 

--From Dr. William Cutter, soon to 
retire Dean of the School of Educa
tion at Hebrew Union College, L.A.: 

"It's so wonderful to hear and 
to keep hearing good things about 
the library activities." 

--From Dr. Roger Greer, Dean of School 
of Library Science, u.s.c.: 

"Thanks for ••• the PR for Friday 
Forum. Your Library Light is very 
impressive." 

--Marjorie Gersh, AJLSC President 
(Phones: Library 476-8561; ) 

ARTICLES OF INTEREST ••• 

--"More Miracle Motivators for Reluctant 
Readers" by Dr. Nicholas P. Criscuolo 
(INSTRUCTOR, March 1980, pp. 72-74) ••• 
35 activities for libraries and class
rooms, and references to prior INSTRUCTOR 
articles on same subject. 

--"Noah 1 s Ark Sails On" by Henrietta M. 
Smith (ALA TOP OF THE NEWS, Winter 1980, 
pp. 218-222) ••• an appreciation and evalua
tion of six illustrators and their treat
ment of the theme of Noah and the Ark. 
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GREAT NEWS~ COOPERATION PROJECT FOR JEWISH LIBRARIES IN LOS ANGELES 
HAS SUPPORT FROM COMMUNITY CONSULTANT ORGANIZATION 

In the June/July 1979 issue of AJLSC LIBRARY LIGHT, I reported on a "New Project: 
Formal Cooperation among Libraries of Judaica" (pp. 17-18). This summarized a major 
project that I had undertaken,on the national level, as Chairwoman of the AJL Committee 
on Cooperation. Part of that commitment includes. setting up community models of 
library cooperation throughout the country. Because of the cooperative climate in 
Los Angeles due to AJLSC, and the guidelines set up in my master's paper on this 
subject, I proposed that we explore the feasibility of Los Angeles being the first 
community for formal Jewish library cooperation (among synagogues and schools), 
without computerization, to improve our servicesto the community and avoid all the 
unnecessary overlap and duplication that we do. 

As I sat at the "drawing board", it became obvious that there were too many 
unknowns and that I needed advice on subjects not involving librarianship, e.g., legal, 
management, organization, and community. While perusing JFC BULLETIN (Sept. 24, 1979), 
the name"JEWISH RESOURCES" caught my eye--it was the name given to me as a source for 
help and funding by Audrey Friedman Marcus at my session at the CAJE Conference the 
summer hfore. I followed up on the article (photocopied here) by writing to JR about 
our project. John Bragin responded that JR felt that our project had great merit, and 
was the kind of project that JR would like to become involved with by providing consul-
tancy services for a minimum of two years. - ----- -~ ~ -- ---------

In order to proceed, AJLSC must sign an agreement with 
Jewish Resources Corporation, wherein they will help us 
toward our project goals, free of charge (except we will 
reimburse JR 4-6% for overhead costs from grants or dona
tions received through cooperative efforts). The prelim
inary draft agreement between AJLSC & JR is being sent to 
our AJLSC Executive Board for study and comments. There
after, a final agreement will be prepared, and our project 
will begin. Discussion on this subject will take place at 
our next meeting of AJLSC on April 17. 

Our initial efforts to promote cooperation will be 
through the following projects: An event for Jewish Book 
Month 1980, an annotated guide to publicly accessible 
Judaica collections in Southern California, and an infor
mation exchange newsletter for circulation among coopera
ting collections in Southern California. As a by-product, 
we see AJLSC as gaining an important role in the Los 
Angeles community & becoming better knot-q and our libraries 
and librarians gaining respect and recognition throughout 
the community and in our own institutions. 

I.f...y,QJJ,_£,__~Il.nOt wake the A~~8L-?.lease call 
~_jiiJ:lLz2E.!.....~.?J:iq,E~ • ~l:JiiS~_,__\!§._Will_~l:!~~Ug_l~~~h~ 
Y9Jl._11&r_g_g_ _ _!_q_g)t.!:.J:?...~c f>!!!_i_~?--~.§..2£.~ with .1 ewi s-~-~~s ou ~:_~: 
tQ!"_9..!l..!_f_Q.Q~.E?ti_2_~_J?.E2.jec_t? as ~I:,proved by our AJLSC 
Execu_£fye Board. · 

--Barbara Leff, Chairwoman, 
AJL Committee on Cooperation 
c/o Stephen s. Wise Temple Library 
15500 Stephen s. Wise Drive 
Los Angeles, CA 90024 
(213) 476-8561, 788-4778, 272-7831 
or Home: .) 

JeWiSh Resources 
Group 0 ffers Free 
Consulting Service 

Jewish Resources Corporation, a 
not-for-profit management and 
fund-raising organization that has 
been providing free consulting and 
training services to fledgling cul
tural and social service groups 
since 1973, is now accepting appliJ 
cations for its services for its 1979· 
80 fiscal year. Interested persons or 
groups should write for Project 
Guidelines to John Samuel Bragin, 
Consulting Administrator, Jewish 

· Resources Corporation, P.O. Box 
5365, Santa Monica, Ca. 90405. 

Using a skills bank composed of 
volunteer experts, Jewish Re
sources provides its client projects 
and groups with consultancy and 
training in such areas as legal 
establishment, formulation of goals 
and policies, advisory board 
establishment. organizational 
structure, research, program plan
ning. fundraf!tng ~d grantsr 
mansh1p, evaluation, public ·rela· 
lions and advertising, market re, 
search and marketing. JR special
izes in helping new, unproven ac
tivities through their pilot stages in 
order to enhance their potential for 
successful contribution to Jewish 
life. 

"JR seeks to help groups like 
these that either enrich com
munity-based Jewish arts and edu- · 
cation, or that provide local, self
help solutions to social and 
economic problems at the grass
roots level," Bragin said. 
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INVOLVING PARENTS IN A 
READING PROGRAM 

4 

This year, we are involving the parents 
in our on-going contest of reading and re
porting on Jewish books. We have book 
report forms that each child fills out 
with an adult -- mother, father, grand
parent, teacher, etc. The forms, provided 
in the library, list questions for discus
sion between the student and adult. The 
questions are applicable even if the adult 
does not read the book~ At the end of 
the discussion, the adult answers a short 
question about the child's reaction to 
the book. Older children are given a 
choice: They may fill out a written form 
or have a discussion with an adult. 

As an incentive, for each report the 
child recei.ves one chance for a prize of 
some sort awarded in a monthly drawing. 
(It's usually candy.) The more books 
read,the more chances to win. 

The program has been well received by 
parents. One family has indicated they 
use the discussions as a Shabbat activity. 

If there are any questions or for a 
more extensive explanation of the program, 
please feel free to call me (213) 596-8537. 

--Peggy Feder, Librarian 
Temple Beth Shalom, Long. Beach. 
c/o 4213 Teresa Avenue 

Cypress, CA 90630 

(Ed. Note: For a copy of the report form, 
we suggest you send a self-addressed 
stamped envelope as a courtesy to Peggy.) 

YIDDISH WORKS ON MICROFICHE 

American Libraries (March 1980) reports 
that YIDDISH CLASSICS ON MICROFICHE is the 
first of an on-going microfilming project 
for preservation of Yiddish materials (e.g., 
Mendele Macher Sforim, Shalom Aleichem, and 
I. L. Peretz) from YIVO Institute for · 
Jewish Research, New York. Complete sets 
will sell for $600; individual titles and 
sections will be priced individually. Con
tact Clearwater Publishing, 1995 Broadway, 
NYC 10023, for more information. 

--Nettie Frishman, LAPL (retired) 
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"QUOTATION MARK-ED" COLUMN 
SATISFIES NEEDS BEYOND 

JEWISH LIBRARIES 

Edith Wildman's regular Library 
Light feature of "Quotation Mark-ed", 
into which she pours so much effort 
and love seeking just the right thoughts, 
is of great help to librarians, rabbis, 
and teachers. Some even ?hotocopy the 
pages and have handy in vertical files 
or in a notebook behind the desk when 
quotations are needed. 

The January/February 1980 column, 
however, had a special personal meaning 
to both the writer and one of our readers, 
which we would like to share with~u. 

The theme was "Grief and Death". 
Edith wrote it, carefully and lovingly 
within her own thoughts, in memory of 
her "wonderful" sister-in-law, Ida 
Shrager, who had recently passed away. 

Thereafter, Nettie Frishman, one of 
our members, sent us a carbon copy of 
her own personal letter to Edith,some 
of which we excerpt: 

"Just a note of appreciation for 
your 'Quotation Mark-ed' columns- I know 
the research that must be involved- but 
your selections and choices are most 
thoughtful and- to use a trite expression
most meaningful. I am especially grateful 
for your last column on Grief and Death. 
My dearly beloved brother-in-law passed 
away last month ••• over 60 friends crowded 
in (to his daughter's home) to pay their 
respects to an old friend. Nothing was 
planned- but each one rose to share 
memories • • • But to me- there was 
something missing ••• some words of comfort 
for his wife and family. I had brought 
along your column- and I turned to it 
and read many of the quotations - oh so 
appropriate- • • • somehow it was just 
right--and so many came to ask me for 
a copy- and to thank me for sharing the 
thoughts. So, I want to thank you- for 
what you gave to me- to share. I have 
xeroxed the column- and whenever I send 
a condolence card, I include a copy. 11 

--The Editor, in appreciation to 
Edith for her continuous con
tributions, and to Nettie for 
sharing her thoughts. 



AJLSC LIBRARY LIGHT 

ITEMS OF INTEREST ••• 

THE HOLOCAUST, AN ANNOTATED BIBLIOG
RAPHY, compiled by National Holocaust 
Remembrance Committee of Canadian 
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Jewish Congress, 1590 Ave. Dr. Penfield, 
Montreal, Quebec H3G lCS - CANADA. 35pp. 

Divided by subject and by adult and 
young people, this annotated list' covers 
books and audiovisual materials (exhibits, 
aids, teachers guides) for each subject, 
references to material available in 
Braille, and bibliography of bibliog~ 
raphies. It is a "first experimental 
edition" with an evaluation sheet for 
user. (Cost was not specified ••• but 
no invoice was included in copy received 
by AJLSC member, who saw this mentioned 
in Canadian Jewish News.) 

NOT A PIANO KEY: A BOOK OF POEMS by 
Yaacov Luria. New York, Shira Press, 
1979. 85pp. paperback. 

(Listed in Pedagogic Reporter, Feb. 
1980.) "Part One: Adam" has universal 
appeal; "Part Two: Abraham" focuees on 
the Jew and his milieu. Beautifully 
written, sensitive. Available from 
author who has only 60 copies left and 
is uncertain whether to have another 
edition run off. ($3.50 plus 50¢ postage 
or $4.00 prepaid to author, Lyndhurst 
H-3011, Deerfield Beach, Florida 33441.) 

* * * * * * * * * 

WANTED ••• used WORLD BOOK ENCYCLOPEDIA. 
Call Lottie Goldwasser at home 9 
or write to her at Temple Beth Am Library, 
1039 s. La Cienega Blvd., L.A. 90035. 

AVAILABLE FOR FREE ••• l2-volume Jewish 
Encyclopedia (edited by Isidore Singer, 
Funk & Wagnalls, 1916 issue). Contact 
Cecelia Lapidus at Sinai Temple Library, 
10400 Wilshire Blvd., L.A. 90024; 
(213) 474-1518, 879-2465. 

AJLSC LIBRARY LIGHT is distributed free 
to AJLSC members. Editor: Barbara J;.,eff, 

 
3; President: Marjorie Gersh,  

 ~ 
Permissianto reprint granted when credit 
given to"Assn.of Jewish Libraries of So. 
Calif. LIBRARY LIGHT". 
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CECELIA LAPIDUS TO RETIRE FROM 
SINAI LIBRARY WITH TRIP TO 

ISRAEL AND FOND FAREWELL 

A synagogue library that has become 
a model for many others in the greater 
Los Angeles area is the beautiful legacy 
that Cecelia Lapidus will be leaving us 
when she retires this summer as Admini
strative Librarian of Sinai Temple 
(William Blumenthal) Library in West 
Los Angeles. 

Cecelia has served Sinai Temple for 
30 years--first as teacher, then addi
tionally as teacher-librarian, and 
finally for the past 12 years as librarian 
exclusively. In appreciation for all 
that she has done for the Temple members, 
Temple schools and the Sisterhood pro
grams, the Sisterhood is giving Cecelia 
a summer. round-trip to Israel. They 
have already paid tribute to her at 
their March Forum luncheon, and are 
planning a special May luncheon in 
her honor, to which they are inviting 
a few of Cecelia's close friends and 
colleagues from AJLSC. 

Cecelia has been a contributing 
member of AJLSC for many years, serving 
on the Board in various capacities. 
She has assured us she is not retiring 
from Judaica librarianship but plans 
to help her successor wherever needed, 
as well as help us with some AJLSC 
projects. 

AJLSC congratulates Cecelia Lapidus 
on her fine accomplishments through 
the years, and on her many contributions 
to Jewish librarianship in Los Angeles; 
and we wish her many years of enjoyment 
doing all the things that she will find 
satisfying. 

(Cecelia's successor, as of August 1, 
will be Rita Frischer, who will be 
employed by Sinai full-time--which may 
well be a first for a synagogue librarian 
in Los Angeles~ Rita will be leaving 
her library at Temple Ramat Zion, which 
she initiated many years ago, to Susie 
Levine, who is currently at Temple Uer 
T amid Library. ) 
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"QUOTATION MARK-ED" 
Compiled by Edith Wildman, Librarian 

This month's theme is LIVING ••• AND LOVING 

The world is new to us every morning-- this is God's gift; and every man should 
believe he is reborn each day. --Baal Shem Tov 

Life is a flame that is always burning itself out, but it catches fire again 
and again every time a child is born. --Author unknown 

The art of living lies not in eliminating but in growing with troubles. 
--Bernard M. Baruch 

The man who cannot survive bad times will not see good times. --Hasidic Saying 

The great developer is responsibility. --Louis D. Brandeis 

If you carry your own lantern, you will endure the dark. --Hasidic Saying 

The miserable man is unhappy every day; but the cheerful man enjoys a constant 
feast. --Book of Proverbs 15:15 

Liking people is one cr the important ingredients for getting the most out of 
life. If you like people, you have a zest, an enthusiasm for working and for 
living-- you give of yourself to others and, in return, you find yourself getting 
a great deal from them. Once it becomes a part of you it will pay dividends 
not only in your work but in sheer enjoyment of living. Try it and see for 
yourself~ 

--Samuel Goldwyn 

We must make up for the threatened brevity of life by heightening the intensity 
of life. --Joshua Loth Liebman 

Happiness is determined by the number of persons one loves. 
--Dagobert D. Runes 

Children need discipline, but discipline without love means over-severity. 
Love without discipline means over-indulgence. --Author unknown 

There are ten strong things. Iron is strong, but fire melts it. Fire is strong, 
but water quenches it. Water is strong, but the clouds evaporate it. Clouds are 
strong, but wind drives them away. Man is strong, but fears cast him down. Fear 
is strong but wine allays it. Wine is strong, but sleep overcomes it. Sleep is 
strong, but death is stronger, but loving kindness survives death. 

--The Talmud 

Because we live with.in a stone's throw of each other is no reason why we should 
throw stones at each other. 

--Stephen s. Wise 

The secret of life is not to do what you like, but to like what you do. 
--Author unknown 
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SUPPLEMENT #12 - March 1980 
to 

BOOKS ON JEWISH THEMES 
an annotated list - August 1976 

MARCH/APRIL 1980 

These are books acquired by Children's Services Division or Young Adult Division of 
LOS ANGELES PUBLIC LIBRARY, February - March 1980. Compiled by NETTIE FRISHMAN, 
Consultant, Association of Jewish Libraries of Southern California. 

FOR YOUNGER READERS AND LISTENERS 

Blaine, Marge. Dvora's Journey. Illus. Lisowski. Holt, 1979. Gr. 4-6. 126p. $6.95. 
Story of a Russian-Jewish refugee family, as told by 12~ year old Dvora. Many 

obstacles intervene as they try to flee to America from the harassment and anti
semitism rampant in the Czar's Russia of 1904. The ending is all too realistic 
when their money is stolen by a young man who pretends to help with obtaining 
tickets to America and the family is split up. Dvora and her brother depart 
for America where they will be rejoined at some later date by the rest of the 
family. A well-written, simply told, warm and moving story that will clarify for 
younger readers the reasons why their grandparents fled to America, the perils 
along the way, and why they considered America 'the land of opportunity.' A junior 
"Fiddler on the Roof" with a feeling for time, place and incident. For a younger 
audience than Levitin's Journey to America and the Chsya Burstein titles. 

Brodsky, Beverly. Secret Places. Illus. by author. Lippincott, 1979. Gr.l-3. $8.95. 
A distinguished author-illustrator has successfully captured, in text and 

pictures, a sensitive small child's search for secret places to be alone in her 
crowded tenement home of bygone days. Full color paintings, subdued and blurry, 
evoke the smells and sounds of a Jewish neighborhood: the garb of the elders, 
the pushcarts, Hebrew letters, etc. Nostalgic and evocative, for this is 
evidently the scene of the author's tenement childhood, "the beginnings" she 
tells us at the end- "of everything I am." Best used in an adult/child relationshipe 

Green, Melinda. Rachel's Recital. Illus. by author. Atlantic, Little, 1979. 49p. 
Gr. 3-4. $6.95. 

Finally, a lively, spirited and entertaining bit of nostalgia for younger 
readers. Mama insists that Rachel take piano lessons (much to Rachel's chagrin) 
but on the day of her recital, she fakes her performance with such verve and 
dramatic flair that Mama and Papa decide to rechannel her energy and stage pre
sence to dancing lessons instead. Rachel is a spunky little girl growing up in 
the early 1900s. Written with humor am insight, and albeit there is deceit 
involved, children will rejoice in Rachel's triumph and ingenuity in coping with 
parental pressure. Sprightly illustrations portray city streets teeming with 
pushcarts, children playing, open windows, neighbors talking, etc. 

Rose, Anne. The Triumphs of Fuzzy Fogtop. Illus. by T. dePaola. Dial Press, 1979. 
unpaged. Gr. 3-5. $8.95. . 

Never have the "Wise Men of Chelm" noodlehead stories been more charmingly 
presented than in these 3 stories of bumbling, foolish but lovable Fuzzy Fogtop. 
The rich, bright illustrations by award winning artist, Tomie de Paola, perfectly 
depict the East European setting in costume and architecture. A delightful intro
duction to the nonsensical and humorous world of "Chelm" for our younger readers. 
More appealing than Adler's Children of Chelm (Bonim Books, 1979). 

continued ••• 
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ISRAEL 

Ofek, Uriel. Smoke over Golan: A Novel of the 1973 Yom Kippur War in Israel. 
Illus. L. Bloom. Tr. by Israel Taslitt. First published in Hebrew in 1974. 
Harper, 1979. 184p. Gr. 6-8. $7.89. 

A novel about Israel· by one of Israel 1 s foremc;>st chHifren Is ~.writers. First
person telling by 11 year old Eitan brings immediacy and warmth to a two-part 
tale: One- the establishment of a farm (complete ~h a one-pupil school) on 
the Golan Heights near the Syrian border by Eitan's parents; and two- the 
Syrian attack in 1973. Book has strength in wealth of human and personal details 
and excellent characterizations, albeit style may ~e suffered somewhat in the 
translation. In keeping with the boy's point of view, story focuses on Eitan's 
efforts to rescue a wounded soldier rather than the grim realities of war. 

BIOGRAPHY 

Nobel, Iris. Simon Wiesenthal: Nazi Hunter. Messner, 1979. 158p. Jr./Sr.High/Adult. 
With obvious admiration for an exceptional man, a gripping biography! Con

centrating upon Wiesenthal's efforts to track down the perpetrators of the 
atrocities committed by the Nazis who escaped from Germany and Austria after 
the war, as well as keeping the memory of Nazi terrors alive lest future genera
tions permit the tragedy to happen again, this is a book 'for all seasons and 
reasons.' An exciting and breath-taking account, but its blunt recital of 
horrors lends itself more to young adult and adult readers. This was purchased 
across the board in LAPL: Juvenile, Young Adult, and Adult. 

Purchased YOUNG'ADULT DIVISION- LAPL 

Cohen, Barbara. The Innkeeper's Daughter. Lothrop, 1979. 159p. Gr.6-10. $6.95. 
This independent sequel to R My Name is Rosie (1978) focuses on 16 year old 

Rachel Gold and her growing up problems, like a demanding mother and the fact 
that she considers herself fat and ugly. Mom is an independent and resourceful 
Jewish widow- raising her three children by running an inn in New Jersey in the 
late 1940s. Jewish background is minimal but the reader is aware that this is a 
Jewish household. Mom falls in love with a nice non-Jewish gentleman whom she 
plans to marry, and Rachel gains confidence from the attentions of a young man 
who shares her intellectual concerns. Essentially a well-drawn picture of mother
daughter relationships, with era and time nicely evoked, characterizations real 
and solid, and coming of age problems that will relate to modern teen-age readers. 
A slight mystery concerning the value and authenticity of an antique painting, 
which Rachel solves, gives an added fillip to an engaging story. 

Colman, Hila. Ellie's Inheritance. Morrow, 1979. 190p. Jr/Sr. High. $6.95. 
This independent sequel to Rachel's Legacy (1978) concerns itself mainly 

with Rachel's 17 year old daughter, Eileen, who struggles to become a person 
in her own right. New friends involve her in the pre-World War II world of the 
"League Against War and Fascism •• (supported by the American Communist Party) 
and the Spanish Civil War. Characterizations never rise above types, but back
ground gives a sense of history to the social and political turmoil of the 1930s 
when many Jews were involved with the radical movements oi the times. The snob
bishness of the German-Jewish community is portrayed in context when Eileen meets 
and eventually falls in love with a German-Jewish refugee who fled from Hitler's 
Germany. Covers a period notuually dealt with in a romantic junior novel. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 
by Muriel Moster, Volunteer, 

Sinai Temple Library 

MARCH/APRIL 1980 

Hallie, Philip. Lest Innocent Blood Be Shed: The Story of the Village of Le Chambon 
and How Goodness Happened There. Harper & Row, 1979. 304p. Illustrated, notes, 
sources, index. $12.95. 

One becomes accustomed when reading,Holocaust literature to finish the material 
feeling depressed, helpless, and hopeless. But, on completion of this book, the 
reader, while still being appalled and tearful over the events of the war years, 
experiences another emotion, one associated with uplifted spirits. This is due 
to the life-saving efforts of a small village of peasants, housewives, and teenagers 
in giving their hearts, their hands, their homes, to desperate, terrified Jewish 
refugees who came to them for protection. The story of Le Chambon in south France, 
a tightly-knit French Protestant Hugeunot community and the nobility of its pastor, 
Andre Trocme, during the Nazi conquest of France under the Vichy regime, is a heart
warming one of people helping other people, the unfortunate persecuted and the hunted. 

"We do not know what a Jew is. We know only men." "We did what had to be done ••• 
Who else could help them!' It was with convictions such as these that the courageous 
villagers protected the driven refugees and took as a sacred trust to make Le Chambon 
"a city of refuge" as spoken of explicitly in the Bible--Numbers, Joshua, and 
Deuteronomy. Without regard for the danger to ther own lives and those of their 
families, they undertook responsibility for innocent people "lest innocent blood 
be shed in your land ••• and so the guilt of bloodshed be upon you." 

By refusing to surrender their consciences to the Nazis and those in authority, 
the people of Le Chambon, under the guidance of the heroic Trocme, concealed, aided, 
protected, and saved approximately 2500 Jews. Aiding shivering, starving children 
especially was vital to them. They wished to impart to those unfortunate waifs 
hope and a basis for living moral lives in the future. Yet, as a pastor, Trocme 
refused to allow any Jewish child to be converted to Christianity in the absence of 
his parents or indeed to convert any Jewish refugee. 

Yes, these people merit the highest praise for their moral, ethical actions by 
which they refused to aid the Nazis in their destruction of Europe's Jews. 

Some readers might feel that the author's interjections about good, evil, love, 
and the teachings of Jesus Christ detract from the power of the story. This reviewer, 
however, pays tribute to him, not only as a writer but also as a man who himself is 
obviously compassionate with a magnanimous heart. A Jew, a professor of philosophy 
and humanities, he visited Le Chambon, spoke to the inhabitants, knows Mrs. Trocme 
and her surviving children. One deeply feels his qualifications in writing this book 
as an investigative reporter and as a very righteous, caring human being; 

******** 
Jackson, Livia E. Bitten. Elli: Coming of Age in the Holocaust. Times Books, a 

division of Quadrangle/The New York Times Book Co., Inc., 1980. New York, 248p. 
$10.95. 

This reviewer strongly feels that no personal narrative of Holocaust experiences 
should ever be viewed as "just another holocaust story." w"'hile the degradation and 
suffering endured during the daily scruggle for mere survival has been recounted in 
many books, each individual has a personal memory, unique unto him. It is to learn 

continued ••• 
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of this which has been hidden all these years in the hearts and minds of the indi
vidual survivor that we read such books as Elli. 

Brutally forced from her peaceful Hungarian village in the spring of 1944, she 
recounts the arrival of the deportation in Auschwitz with the norotious Dr. Mengele 
methodically directing the young, the old, the infirmed--to the right (to the cre
matorium) and the others to the left (temporarily, in most cases). He singles her 
out as .she stands trembling before him, taking one of her long blond braids in his 
hand and looking into her blue eyes. "Are you Jewish?" She stammers, "Yes." "How 
old are you?" "I am thirteen." She'll never forget his voice as he directs her, 
"Go, and remember, from now on you are sixteen;" 

Thus it was that because of Mengele's affinity for "golden hair" that she was 
saved the fate that befell a million other Jewish children. Yet seventeen months 
later on being liberated by American soldiers in Germany her appearance was such 
that a German woman remarked to her: "We are·all appalled and shocked at the 
horrible appearance of the living skeletons •••• we did not know anything, had no 
idea, in fact, •••• about the government's actions •••• it must have been very difficult 
at your age for the older people." Net understanding what she meant the child asked, 
"How old do you think I am?" Uncertainly, the woman replied, "Sixty? Sixty-two?" 
She stared in disbelief as the child said, "I am fourteen years old!" 

The book is a testament to her courage and determination to survive and a trib.ute 
to her character and ingenuity •.. It is noteworthy reading and a valuable contribution 
to holocaust literature! 

Oppenheim, Micha Falk. The Study and Practice of Judaism, a selected, annotated list. 
Brooklyn, New York, Torah Resources, 1979. 78p. paperback. (Torah Resources, 
951 56th St., Erooklyn, New York 11219 - $4.95 +50¢ postage = $5.45 prepd.) 

I saw this publication listed in PEDAGOGIC REPORTER (educational periodical of 
American Assn. for Jewish Education) and knowing the excellent reputation of the 
author as a Judaica librarian, indexer, and cataloger, I ordered it. I am exceptionally 
pleased with my purchase because it answers a very special need that I and other 
synagogue librarians have had ••• a survey of the "Torah Lite:ra ture"--the traditional 
literature for the study of Torah. This Judaica bibliography contains over 500 
books and pamphlets in English and Hebrew-English; divided into 13 basic subjects, 
and further subdivided by Text and Supplemental Readings. The subjects are: 

To Learn and To Teach; Tanach; Mishnah/Talmud/Oral Law/Halakhah; Siddur/Tefillah; 
Mitzvot/Dinim; Festivals/Fasts; Ethics/Mussar; Hassidism/Kabbalah; Philosophy 
of Judaism; Judaism and Civilization; Biography; History; and Guide to Addi-
tional Educational Literature and Resources. Mitzvot subdivides into Kashrut; Marr:iai¥/ 
Family/Women; Sab~ath; Sefer Torah/Tefillin/Mezuzah; Mourning; Eretz Yisrael; & others. 

The author index and title index provide useful access; the bibliographic informa-
tion is complete; the annotations are readable and helpful; and an Addendum includes 
late 1979 publications. The Foreword is written by Dr. Joseph Kaminetsky, National 
Director of Torah Umesorah, and the Preface by Rabbi Aryeh Kaplan--two scholars of ren~ 
The Guide section and Addendum provide a source dlrectory. 

Though I am not schooled in rabbinics, I note that the selections cover the basic 
texts and supplemental materials that I am familiar with, plus many, manyrnore that I 
am aware that I need in my library. I only wish the author had included non-Orthodox 
sources with appropriate annotations, e.g. The Holy Scriptures published by Jewish 
Publication Society, so that all Jewish libraries could cross ideological lines and 
promote greater understanding and dialogue. Nevertheless, it makes little difference 
whether a library serves a Reform, Conservative, Reconstructionist, or Orthodox institu
tion, a good basic Jewish library must include resources with the traditional approach. 
Oppenheim's list is an excellent selection tool for developing a collection of Torah 
literature; if you don't have the background,let your rabbi use it as a checklist. 
Recommended. --Barbara Leff, Head Librn., Stephen S. Wise Temple. 
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THE PRICE IS RIGHT!! 

Having worked as a librarian in a 
Jewish school, I know that the $$$$ are 
limited. However, some things are still 
priced right--they are free! 

For example, Avon Books published a 
STUDY GUIDE TO BOOKS ON THE HOLOCAUST, 
discussing Anya, The Cigarette Sellers 
of Three Crosses Square, Darkness Casts 
No Shadow, Night, Night and Hope, On 
the Other Side of the Gate, A Prayer 
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for Katerina Horovitzova, Terezin Requiem, 
and Three Children of the Holocaust. 
(Avon Books, Education Dept., 959 Eighth 
Ave., New York, N.Y. 10019) 

Dell Books published a guide to Mek
zer's Never to Forget. Write Dell Pub
lishing Co., Education Dept., 245 E. 47th 
St., New York, N.Y. 10017 

For those who also serve a general 
studies faculty, the following three 
items may be of interest: 

"MEET THE AUTHOR": 8 posters of Dell's 
Laurel-Leaf authors. Contact Laurel-Leaf 
Books, Dell Publishing Co. address above. 

SHAKESPEARE PIAYS--SEASON TWO: Guide, 
record, posters, dittos. Contact Tel-Ed, 
Inc., 8489 W. Third St., L.A., CA 90048. 
(or drop by their office near LaCienega). 

THE AMERICAN SHORT STORY: PBS series 
for 13 weeks. For a guide,contact: Radio 
and TV Learning, P.O. Box TASS, WGBH TV, 
125 Hestern Ave., Boston, Mass. 02134. 

One last thing--when writing, USE 
OFFICIAL LETTERHEAD. 

--Esther Sinofsky, Fulltime grad 
student in Instructional Tech
nology at USC and Teaching 
Assistant at Humanities Audio 
Visual Center at usc. 
(formerly Girl's Librarian, 
Hillel Hebrew Academy, L.A.) 

(Ed. Note: Esther has offered to write 
more articles of sources and about media; 
we look forward to her contributions to 
AJLSC LIBRARY LIGHT • ) 
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MORE CONTINUING EDUCATION 
APPLICABLE TO JEWISH LIBRARIANSHIP 

JlC..USMJ!_UbTE __ S_GJ!QQk.QL~JB R.!\RY & 
& J;£lJ.:QRt1ATIQN_~Q.IgNQ].: 

Writing for Librarians--workshop on 
general writing needs including speci
fic techniques of writing letters, 
memos, working papers, budget justifi
cations, and annual reports. Saturday, 
May 31, 9:30-4:30, #829 Library & In
formation Science, $35 EDP L3302J. 
Contact UCLA Extension, 10995 LeConte 
Ave., L.A. 90024. 

USC SCHOOL OF LffiRARY SCIENCE:-
Friday For~-;8~onti;;~ (notechanges 
from last issue of LIBRARY LIGHT): 

Apr. 18 - Using Media in Bibliographic 
Instruction. Includes speaker from 
L.A.County Supt. of Schools office and 
examples of proven media programs. 

May 2 - The NonBook Library: An 
Introduction and Refresher. Starting 
a nonprint collection (incl. converting, 
videotape, videodisc, microfiche and 
microfilm); preservation of media (incl. 
vendors, film testing and projector and 
viewer maintenance); encouraging use of 
nonbook media; future gazing. 

May 16 - Licklider and the Future. 

!
Reflections on J. c. R. Licklider's 
LIBRARIES OF THE FUTURE (Cambridge, 
Mass., M.I.T.Press, 1965); and the 
future of libraries and information 
centers. 

Pre-register by calling (213)741-2385, 
or come half hour early on day of Forum at 
USC. $25 per session (includes lunch & 
parking). Martha L. Hale, Coordinator, 
Friday Forum, Sch of Library Science, USC, 
L.A. 90007. Forums are from 9am- 3:30pm. 

SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

A donation has been made by Leah 
Rubin in honor of her husband's 
recovery, and in memory of Yetta 
Spevack's husband. 

(Acknowledgements for donations to 
AJLSC SCHOLARSHIP FUND are sent by 
Peggy Feder, 4213 Theresa Ave., Cypress, 
CA 90630. Won't you think of our fund 
when an occasim arises?) 
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AWARDS AND HONORS 

From The Sampler, newsletter of the 
Southern California Council on Litera
ture for Children and Young People: 

THE TREASURE by Uri Shulevitz 
(Farrar, Straus) was an Honor Book of 
the ALA Caldecott Medal, chosen for 
distinguished format and illustrations 
(author-illustrated). 

A MITZVAH IS SOMETHING SPECIAL by 
Phyllis Rose Eisenberg (Harper) was 
listed in the 1979 "Yearbook of the 
World Book Encyclopedia" as one of the 
twelve outstanding children's books of 
1978 under the heading of Fiction. 

AJL MEMBER BECOMES FIRST 
ARCHIVIST OF CITY OF LOS ANGELES 

The City of Los Angeles finally has an 
Archivist--the first in its 200 year 
history, and she is a member of national 
Assn. of Jewish Libraries. Hynda Rudd 
is an experienced Archivist from the 
State of Utah, where she wrote her 
history master's paper on "Jews of the 
Mountain West" (to be published by Rabbi 
William Kramer of Los Angeles). She is 
a member of the local Jewish Historical 
Society and is completing her M.S. in 
Library Science at u.s.c. 
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Hynda's task will be to organize, 
catalog, and preserve the last 130 years 
of records of Los Angeles, which have 
been gathered and stored ••• nothing more-
certainly a formidable task! (And we 
think that we have a backlog of work!;) 

Hynda has offered to talk with our 
AJLSC members on the subject of archives 
and oral history, and we will be calling 
upon her very soon to accept her offer. 

MARCH/APRIL 1980 

WHAT'S NEW??? 

BARBARA LEFF and RITA FRISCHER have 
co-authored an article on the"Associa
tion of Jewish Libraries,'' the national 
organization, for the 1980 AMERICAN 
LIBRARY ASSOCIATION YEARBOOK. 

MALKA DRUCKER is teaching a one-week 
session, with guest lecturers, on 
WRITING OF CHILDREN'S BOOKS at USC
Isomata in Idyllwild - June 22-28. 
(Call her for info -  

BARBARA LEFF, Librarian at Stephen 
s. Wise Temple, wrote a chapter on 
"Creative Use of Library11 for A JEWISH 
TEACHERS HANDBOOK edited by Audrey 
Friedman Marcus--due in the bookstores 
very soon. 

CLIPPING SERVICES NEEDED 

Rita Frischer, Chairwoman o.f the 
AJL Book Award Committee, has requested 
that a11 AJLSC members serve as a volun
teer clipping service, cutting out of 
periodicals all references they might 
find to the AJL Book Award or other 
Organizational activities, and sending 
them to her at 9515 Gerald Avenue, Sepul
Yeda, CA 91343. 

Articles are regularly submitted to 
various big city papers, all Jewish 
periodicals, library and book-oriented 
publications (e.g., Publisher's Weekly, 
School Library Journal, Horn Book, etc.) 
With no way to follow up on these mailings~ 
it becomes difficult to evaluate publicity 
efforts and concentrate them most 
effectively. AJLSC's members could be 
very helpful to the committee in gearing 
for maximum coverage of the AJL award, 
and at the same time bringing all Jewish 
libraries into the foreground in this 
community. 

JEWISH ARCHIVES COLLECTION AT CSUN. The Urban Archives Project of California State 
University at Northridge includes the complete collection (1933-1946) of the Jewish 
Community Committee--whose mission was "civic defense work--to investigate, to expose 
and to counteract the influence of pro-Nazi and anti-Semitic organizations in Southern 
California." Its work was so effective that JCC was considered the Los Angeles branch 
of the American Jewish Committee and the Anti-Defamation League in the 1930's. (The 
JCC evolved into the present Community Relations Committee of the Jewish Federation-CounciLJ 

In addition, CSUN has the archival materials of the Jewish Family Service of Los 
Angeles, 1902-1967. 
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HIGHLIGHTS OF MEETING OF ASSN. OF JEWISH LIBRARIES OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 
February 6, 1980 

Location: Yeshiva University of Los Angeles. 

Business meeting included: Brief summary by President, Marjorie Gersh, on AJLSC--
its backgroun:l. and place in cormnunity (requested because of number of new members and 
guests in attendance); input on review sources furJewish educational materials; dis
cussion on national AJL convention in Philadelphia (June 22-25, 1980); other business. 

Program Notes: 

• ADAIRE KLEIN, LIBRARIAN OF YESHIVA UNIVERSITY OF LOS ANGELES AND 
SIMON WIESENTHAL CENTER FOR HOLOCAUST STUDIES, 

Yeshiva University of Los Angeles (YULA), established less than 3 years ago as 
an affiliate of Yeshiva University in New York, includes undergraduate college, 0 

Kollel (graduate program in Rabbinics), evening programs for men and women, high 
school for boys and girls, and the Wiesenthal Center (outreach, research, social action, 
classes, lectures, 2nd generation). There are 3 libraries: College Judaic (including 
Bet Midrash--House of Study) and Wiesenthal; and a general studies high school library. 
The first two are headed by Adaire, the last by Fay Sinofsky. The libraries serve 
students, staff, and the community. 

The goals for the libraries 1 multi-media, multi-language collections are as follows: 
Judaic: Bet Midrash has large reference collection with primary resources in subject 
areas mainly of Bible, Talmud, Rabbinics, Responsa, and Halakhah. The College library 
includes a circulation collection covering same basic areas as Bet Midrash collection. 
Wiesenthal: Reference and circulation collection in history and social sciences, 
Holocaust, World War II, Anti-Semitism, Jewish Life in Pre-World War II Europe. 

Classification is Library of Congress with variations of LC on subject headings 
because the extensive Holocaust materials require narrower subject headings. The 
high school library is classed by Dewey. 

The librarie archival materials include newspapers and ephemeral materials from 
Germany on anti-Semitism, memoirs, documentations, and oral histories. Adaire shared 
with us some unique anti-Semitic items like the writings of Father Coughlin and Henry 
Ford, and 11The Poisonous Mushroom. 11 

Their library has been invited to join the network of SCAN (Southern Califocnia 
Answering Network) and will become a part of SCILL (Southern California InterLibrary 
Loan network)--both of whose central headquarters are at downtown L.A.Public Library. 

Present public hours are: MON-THURS 9-5; TUES-WED 9am-10pm; FRI 9-noon. They hope 
to open on Sunday very soon. 

Handouts: Adaire distributedto members present an 8-page Bibliography on the Holo
caust compiled by Ephraim Zuroff, Director of the Wiesenthal Center; a 3-page Biography 
on Simon Wiesenthal; and a packet of 36 folded cards listing the 36 most frequently 
asked questions on the Holocaust with the answer printed on the inside. (All are 
available to absentee members, upon request - write to Adaire Klein, Librarian, Simon 
Wiesenthal Center for Holocaust Studies, 9760 w. Pico Blvd., L.A. CA 90035. 

RABBI ABRAHAM COOPER, ASSISTANT TO DEAN and DIRECTOR OF OUTREACH PROGRAM, 
SIMON WIESENTHAL CENTER FOR HOLOCAUST STUDIES • 

Rabbi Cooper explained the scope and functions of the Holocaust Center, and the 
basic themes of the Wiesenthal Museum--the largest of its kind in North America. 

continued ••• 
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With a primary goal to educate and to reach young people particularly, the Wiesen
thal Center gave a lot of thought to the physical environment. Israeli artist and 
architect Ami Shamir designed the museum to minimize the printed word and maximize 
the visuals--by using graphics and designs and various shapes, textures, and colors 
in the displays, maps, chronologies, photos, scale models, etc. Information is further 
transmitted through multiple video monitors, telephone hook-ups to pre-recorded 
public statements of world leaders during World War II, and other electronic exhibits. 
Other mood contributors are the reduced lighting and covered low boxes for seating 
(instead of chairs) so visitors can participate in "sitting shivah" in accordance with 
the Jewish practice of mourning. 

Rabbi Cooper spoke of the honor -and obligations of bearing the name of a' living 
legend, Simon Wiesenthal, who at age 71 has his home in Vienna, Austria--still the 
"heartland" of the Nazis. He emphasized the fact that though Wiesenthal brought 1100 
Nazi War Criminals to justice within his career, he stands for humanity--not for revenge. 
Wiesenthal's credo is: "I can say I did not forget." "All of his work is geared to trying 
to educate this and future generations to what happened in the Holocaust so that 
future genocides should never occur to any people. 11 In keeping with this, Rabbi Cooper 
told us of his anticipated meeting in a few weeks with top Washington leaders and 
other supporters--to focus attention and additional aid for the people of Cambodia-
and the importance of Jews and Holocaust survivors to co.ntinue to make statements 
against equivalent genocides of other peoples of the world. 

We then began our walk through the museum, first viewing sketches drawn by Simon 
Wiesenthal in 1945, and photographs by Roman Vishniac who chronicled the Eastern 
European Jewish life pre-Holocaust. Then we sat on the boxes and watched the multiple 
TV monitors for a 10-12 minute presentation of "Human Rights Update"--recent news 
stories that deal with the denial of human rights, and are up-dated every 3 months. 
On the monitors we saw and heard two interviews of Neo-Nazis (there are 12 such groups 
in Los Angeles area) who believe the Holocaust was a "hoax" and want to eliminate all 
but the "superior race"; discussion o.f extraditing Dr. J:oseph Mengele, "Angel of Death" 
of Auschwitz, from Paraguay; and a talk by . a Holocaust survivor. Thereafter, we 
viewed a scale model of the Auschwitz-Birkenau Death Camp (4 models: Overview, Crema
torium, Selection Platform, and Watch Tower). We were then encouraged to walk around 
the museum to experience for ourselves ••• which we did, each with our own thoughts and 
feelings, occasionally speakirg in hushed voices. · 

The Wiesenthal Center has other related activities. Rabbi Cooper has traveled with 
Fan::ia Fenelon to protest Anti-Zionist VanessaRedgrave' s portrayal of her in "PLAYING FOR 
Tll1E." The Center tries to identify those survivors of the Holocaust, both Jews and 
non-Jews, who can perhaps serve as witnesses in pending trials--litigation against 
Nazis living in America--in conjunction with the JusticeDepts. Nazi Investigative Unit. 
By early summer, the Center will bring to the public a multi-million dollar multi-media 
presentation on the Holocaust--written by Martin Gilbert, narrated by Orson Welles, 
with music by Elmer Bernstein. (At a critical point in the movie, there will be a 
half-dozen TV monitors in the audience to deal with certain contemporary critical 
issues that can be updated every 6 months or so to keep the presentation current.) 

The Wiesenthal Center has a very active outreach program--reaching mo~e than:25,000 
people in less than 2 years. They conduct hour-long tours for 20-40 in a group, and 
with advance notice they will try to plan an additional presentation by a Holocaust 
survivor. They welcome input from educators and librarians. 

HOURS: MONDAY-THURSDAY 10:30-4:30; FRIDAY 10:30-2:30; SUNDAY 11:00-4:00. 
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LIBRARY VOLUNTEER PROGRAMS 
by 

MARCH/APRIL 1980 

Barbara Leff, Librarian, Stephen s. Wise Temple 

The Friday Forum at USC School of Library Science on November 16, 1979, was devoted 
to the subject of "Volunteers". Morning speakers included directors of programs in· 
vo1ing more than 150 volunteers, i.e., Palos Verdes Library District and Los Angeles 
County Public Library. The following is a brief sunnnary as adapted to a Jewish library 
setting: (NEXT ISSUE OF LIBRARY LIGHT-.!

1
STUDENT AND TEENAGE VOLUNTEER PROORAMS:) 

I. DESIGNING A VOLUNTEER PROGRAM. ( Pt.N +ORGANIZE--.. DO ...., EVALUATE) ) 

A. Consider the feelings of your volunteers as you design the program. Think 
of your own experiences serving as a volunteer in various other settings ••• how did you 
fe~l? ••• satisfied? •• sense of accomplishment? •• taken advantage of~ •• too much busy work? •• 
not given credit for brains? Feelings of volunteers are crucial to a successful 
program. Volunteers reward themselves internally instead of with salaries externally. 
If you view volunteers as important to your library as paid staff, they will respond 
positively. Design yourprogram to involve challenges and variety, and plan forms of 
recognition and rewards. 

B. Consider the talents and skills of your volunteers. Volunteers give of 
themselves--their time, hands, expertise, experience, brains, muscles, money, ideas, 
etc. Include in your design,time to interview your volunteers---to determine their 
int~e&s, talents, skills, likes and dislikes, and utilize these whenever possible. 
It is just as important to know what volunteers want to get out of volunteering as it 
is to know what you need or want from a volunteer. 

c. Don't "reinvent the wheel." Research existing successful volunteer programs, 
e.g. Palos Verdes, Los Angeles Public, Los Angeles County Public Systems. Find out 
what works and what does not, and bring back whatever may be applicable to your ownHbrary. 

D. Plan everything in advance before recruiting. Know what you are doing, 
how you are going to do it, what rewards you are offering, what kinds of talents and 
skills you need, and plan enough trairting and work on an organized basis to keep the 
volunteers busy and interested. Set up blocks of time (2-hour schedules seem to work 
best); start a pilot program with a maximum of 6 volunteers with a commitment to a 
6-month period, If successful, extend it and expand it. 

E. Be aware of the fringe benefits of a volunteer program: Volunteers promote 
good public relations between your library and your institution. They provide a 
political network with political clout to lobby when the library is in need. If volun
teers consider the library important enought to give of their own time, then they will 
usually be willing to help with fundraising as well. An active volunteer program shows 
that the library is using free resources; institutions will recognize potential because 
of interest and be willing to give library more money for special projects or needs 
(especially when you have the volunteer staff to provide the services). 

II. RECRUITING. 

A. Sources. The best source is ''word of mouth~ Other sources are new Temple 
members (go to menhership open houses and show a slide show of library activities or 
speak about library; send letters inviting members to use library); Temple bulletins 
and newsletters, posters, school newspapers, Temple affiliated groups, ·;'Friends 11 groups, 
groups of people who have similar interests. Remember, volunteers today have little 
leisure time; you are not filling a void in their lives but rather you are ~ompeting 
with other agencies, institutions, and libraries for their time. Thus, your program 
has to be attractive and worthwhile. 

continued ••• 
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B. Tune in to where people areat--what can the library do for existing groups 
and what can they do, in return, for the library? People who know each other in a 
group or organization frequently enjoy working together in different settings. 

1. Invite a Temple affiliated group or a Havurah to review books and write 
a library newsletter. 

2. Invite the Temple Board and Temple affiliates into library and present 
a special program unique to the library (e.g. exhibH with -na.rra.t...ion>.on. Passover Haggadot 
or Jewish art); then tell them about your needs. 

3. Reach out to professionals in your community who can serve as consultants 
and provide special services, e.g. former teachers who can create games or develop 
curricular materials; historians, sociologists, psychologists who can research and 
develop packets of study materials on periods of Jewish history for Havurah use. 

III. TRAINING. 

A. Assume volunteers are thoroughly ignorant about the library since their 
knowledge of library tasks are based upon public positions that they see. 

B. Prepare a training manual (develop as you go along). Break down procedures 
into component parts; write simply and clearly; illustrate and give examples. (Make a 
slide show to illustrate procedures.) Volunteers need to have something to fall back 
upon, to refresh their memories, to review when they've been away from a job for awhile, 
so they don't feel uncomfortable about asking too many questions. 

c. Use volunteers to enhance existing services not to start new ones, unless 
they are experts. There are usually two kinds of volunteers: 1) unskilled of library 
procedures, or 2) professionals or those with a useable expertise. 

D. Two approaches to training: 1) Assign jobs according to needs, interests, 
and expertise (L.A.County approach). 2) Begin everyone with nitty gritty routine jobs, 
i.e. first step is shelf reading; second step is shelving books; etc. Move to next 
step occurs after specified time period. Promotions structured just as salaried 
employees. Apply principles of personnel management; head of volunteer program evaluates 
before moving on to next step. Volunteer should head volunteer program, if possible, 
to screen, hire, and fire volunteers. (Palos Verdes approach) 

IV. MAINTAINING AND RE-ENERGIZING. 

A. Promote willingness to do tedious jobs by: 
1. Making volunteers understand importance of job (e.g. shelf reading--"an 

extremely important function--we are throwing away money if patrons cannot find book"). 
2. Assigning same task for brief periods of time--two hours maximum. 
3. Building in a socializing aspect--volunteers are frequently happier and 

more productive working with another volunteer. 
4. Give a coffee break after an hour. 

B. Counsel volunteers from time to time (they are not just bodies to do work). 

c. Enc,ourage a sense of pride in their work. 

D. Allow volunteers to take leave of absence and still consider them part of team. 
E. Build-in a recognition (reward) factor: 

1. On a regular basis: 
a.Give recognition for contributions and status (button or name tags "I am 

a library volunteer"--different colors for thosewho have worked over 100 hours). 
b. Give volunteers jobs that they enjoy and are qualified to do. 
c. Complement them for job well done. 
d. Recognize special talents for special library needs and programs. 
e. Build in a system of peer recognition--when absent they feel as if 

they are disappointing their peers. (Team jobs) 
2. On an annual basis: 

a. Give citations or certificates of merit (change from year to year or 
have several levels for additional years of service). Compute hours of each volunteer 
and give some type of certificate in writing ("fake" check)for services rendered that 
volunteers can use as part of job resumes in the future. 

b. Plan end of year luncheon or special event. 
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HOW TO EXPAND A BOOK COLLECTION INTO A MULTI-MEDIA RESOURCE CENTER 
or 

If I can do it, given the limitations of space, money, and time, 
SO CAN YOU'; 

by 
Rita c. Frischer 

Librarian, Temple Ramat Zion, Northridge, Ca. 

Years ago, a patron came into the TRZ Library seeking a filmstrip on the Holocaust 
for his teenage son. Did he have the wrong place~ The filmstrips were in a box ~n 
the Temple office; the teacher's guide to the filmstrip was in a cabinet in the edu
cation director's office; the audio tape never showed up at all. None of these were 
in my jurisdiction, but nonetheless I had offered to help the gentleman; and, as I 
ran around looking in vain for the missing sound tape, I muttered to myself, "There's 
gotta be a better way. All this stuff should be in the library;" 

Since the library at that time measured llxl7 and accommodated 450 children twice 
mon~y in regular classes and visits, there was no room for a single slide, let alone 
an audiovisual (AV) section, so the idea remained just that for quite awhile. But, 
the seed had been planted. 

Over the next year or so, I set up some vertical files to supplement my book 
materials and poured over AV catalogs wishing I had room enough and time to work 
toward a total learning center concept for the library. But the seed really 
sprouted when I attended the Conference on Alternatives in Jewish Education at Irvine 
the summer of 1978 and saw the Kohl Center workshop (presented by Dolores Kohl Solovy) 
and the sample teacher's resource center set up by CAJE volunteers of teachers and 
librarians. Despite limited space and funds, despite horror stories of maintenance 
and retrieval problems, I was hooked on the concept and ready to give it a try. 

The first thing I did, even before it ever seemed possible that space might be 
available someday, was to start collecting. Of course, I had been doing that all 
along--clippings, pictures, magazine covers, game ideas--but now it was more purposeful. 
Then I started to look around. No place to grow, but there were cupboards next door 
in the youth office--perhaps one of those, an extra file cabinet, a built-in shelf 
in the narrow hall? I approached the education director and he agreed to help find room. 

In the Spring 1979, I took the class on HOW TO EXPAND A BOOK COLLECTION INTO A 
MULTI-MEDIA RESOURCE CENTER, sponsored by Hebrew Union College, and taught by Barbara 
Leff, Stephen s. Wise Temple Librarian, and Sara Lee, HUC Learning Center Director. 
When I asked our education director for the name of someone he thought might be able 
to give me the educator's input I wanted, he suggested Barbara Kornblau, a congregant 
who was just finishing her doctoral exams in Special Education at UCLA and was ripe 
for some other kind of invelvement for a change. She came to some of the HUC class 
sessions too, and together we discussed space allocations and completed the class 
assignment of making a model center. Since my own library was an impossibly small space, 
I decided to use the dimensions of TRZ's Youth Lounge as a sample working space; the 
funny thing was that the longer I worked with the Youth Lounge model, the more 
desirable that space appeared--and the more feasible. 

So it was that when the new Youth Rabbi came in July 1979, I discussed with him 
and with the president and housing chairman the possibility of a switch in facilities. 
If we could find another room for the Youth Group, something even more suitable to 

continued ••• 
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their needs, we could move the library into their current space--ideal for a library 
with its first floor, main building location, but not so great for a noisy crowd of 
teenagers who were always being shushed by the office staff. When the education 
director agreed to give a more remote classroom in the school building to the Youth 
Group and move the classes it held into the small library, the ·space problem was 
solved to everyone's satisfaction and the switch was made with no one the loser. As 
a side benefit to the Youth program, I suggested that the Youth Group could eventually 
become very involved with the teachers 1 centerllibrary, ~>rE,paring filmstrips, slide 
shows, or audio tapes, or acting as library aides and resource people for younger 
classes. All this would be under either teacher or librarian supervision and be for 
class credit. 

The· preceding summary gives you an idea of the thinking and actions involved in 
expanding our facilities. If a similar switch or adequate space is unlikely for you, 
proceed anyway utilizing cupboards or shelves in adjacent areas. You can make maximum 
use of minimum space, as we found by visiting two excellent examples of teachers' centers: 
One was Reseda Elementary School in Reseda, where center organizer Kathy Todd put a 
single wall of shelving to excellent use. She, in turn, had been inspired and helped 
by Mary Francis Wright of the Area J Ethnic Studies Center located next to Birmingham 
High School in Van Nuys. "Frankie" Wright is especially helpful and even has sample 
forms and instructional sheets on setting up your own center. Both locations can be 
visited, but only by calling ahead for an appointment. 

Both these centers store materials in plastic bags hung on adjustable racks to 
provide optimum eye appeal, efficient retrieval, and ease of maintenance. The bags, 
ordered from Monaco in Georgetown, CT 06829, come in several sizes and are not cheap 
(30¢ per bag), but they are a good investment and both they and the clear plastic 
pockets used. on them are cheaper from Monaco than from most other sources. We are 
using this bagging system and are cataloging our collection by subject following the 
Elazar Classification Scheme with a T prefix according to subject (e.g., T 236 is 
holiday material) rather than those in the 300 of Elazar. In other words, teacher's 
guides, texts, and student workbooks have the T prefix and are stored on the Teachers I 
shelf, while materials on the same subject, ir.cluding duplicate c.cpies of. texts, are 
on the general shelves, with the call numbers coinciding for easy location by the users. 
In addition, we are color coding the subject areas of the teachers' materials with dots 
on bag labels and on cards. Kits and graps of materials, as well as games with 
various pieces, have all parts marked with small stickers, and the bag label lists 
all components so material can be checked for completeness when it is brought back. 
Bags can be hung with filmstrips, audio tapes and teachers guides 
filmstrips can be marked, color coded and stored nearby. Catalog cards are marked 
with the general number and the notation is added "Also under Teach. guide & stud. wkbk. ". 
Only shelflist cards are made up separately for books on the Teacher's Shelf. 

We have started recruiting some of our senior citizens to make games and other 
resources. One of our "golden handed" older friends, a woodworker by hobby, has 
built us a poster rack custom-sized for one corner of our new room. Now, we're looking 
for people to sort the many boxes of materials we've accumulated so we can evaluate 
them for catalqgng. A volunteer's husband is going to build an L-shaped counter-height 
shelving unit as storage for these materials on their adjustable racks. Our catalog 
will fit on top of the counter. 

The process of sorting and cataloging is a slow one and our center will not be a 
total working asset for a year or so more. However, it is important to get the 
teachers involved and interested from the very beginning. Seek their input and ideas. 
We started by giving out a survey sheet at a faculty meeting long before we were ready 
to do any actual work. We listed materials we hoped to supply ani asked for needs and 
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priorities. We found a top request was for posters and classroom bulletin board 
materials, so we started by collecting and laminating many bright items of this kind. 
These are already being circulated, and we found another way of getting the teachers 
enthusiastic is to offer to laminate some of their personal items (for just the cost 
of the plastic) while we were doing those for the center at HUC. (HUC Tartak Center 
has a laminator for school use, a staff to help you run the machine, and the plastic 
is very reasonable.) I found many teachers were so pleased by our thoughtfulness 
that they then offered to share items they had made or collected. 

Try getting a social studies teacher to evaluate old filmstrips and other items 
for you so you won't waste time cataloing torn or outdated things. Show the teachers 
new items as they come in, even if they're not yet cataloged. Remember, regardless 
of arrangement or resources, there is no point to a teacher's center without teachers 
just as there is no point to a library without readers. 

As to cataloging, teacher's aids or audiovisual materials can be subject cross
indexed in the main catalog, with color bands or dots on the cards; or if time and 
drawer space doesn't permit cross cataloging right away, the main cards can go in 
a Teacher's Center file and the tracings typed later. 

Many of the details can be picked up by visiting Area J and talking to Mrs. Wright 
or by checking your local school district to see if there isn't a good secular center 
near you where you can get similar guidance. And, don't forget the Tartak Learning 
Center at Hebrew Union College at 32nd and Hoover in Los Angeles for more ideas as 
to the resources available, and the University of Judaism's Center for Innovative 
Jewish Education on Mulholland near Sepulveda in~west Los Angeles for ideas for 
games and teaching aids as well as evaluations of teachers' materials. Read some 
of the general educational teacher's sources for more ideas--so many are adaptable 
to our libraries. But, most important of all, observe the procedures at your own 
institution, talk with your principal and teachers, project into the future, and 
just BEGIN~ 

REPORT ON THE CMLEA CONVENTION -- Anaheim, Qa., March 27-29, 1980; 

A few of our AJLSC members were seen at the convention of the California Media & 
Library Educators Assn.: RITA FRISCHER, MARJORIE GERSH, SHARON GOLDBERG, BARBARA LEFF, 
CLARE BRONSEN, and FRAN SHUSTER~ Sharon, Clare and Fran work fulltime in general 
publiC or school libraries; Fran, Rita, Marje, and Barbara ~ork part-time in Jewish 
libraries. All found the sessions rewarding and applicable to their own library 
settings. As we toured schools and heard presentations, we felt we could heartily 
recommend to our Jewish Day Schools that they take the time to visit the Irvine School 
District and the Los Alamitos School District--exemplary systems in which the library
media centers play a central role in the total school operation. Our energies were 
renewed as we attended workshops on promoting reading to kids, library environment, 
learning resource centers, interactive lessons with bulletin boards, research techniques, 
library games and media hands-on sessions. We spent some time talking with authors 
and illustrators, including Sheila Schwartz, who, besides writing GROWING UP GUILTY 
and other books, is a professor of English Education in upstate New York. Our name 
tags bearing "Assn. of Jewish Libraries 11 brought inquiries from vendors who suddenly 
became aware of a new target. group, and from professionals who were looking for 
Judaica resources but did not know we existed (including an official with the State 
Dept. of Education--Instructional Materials Center). We learned the names of experts 
in the California area--resource people who will be happy to meet with us in the future. 

CMLEA offers workshops in Northern and Southern California throughout the year, and 
a newsletter for those who want to keep informed. The spirit of caring and sharing is 
obvious. As a general source for variety of library interests and relevant information 
and ideas,·jo~n CMLEA, Suite 204, 1575 Old Bayshore Highway, Burlingame, CA 94010. 
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ONE LIBRARIAN'S RESPONSE TO EIAZARS' REVISED CLASSIFICATION SCHEME 

Naomi Marblestone and Connie Salper have finished recataloging the entire 500-
Literature section of the Elazar Scheme, according to the 1979 revision. Naomi has 
recurring nightmares that all the self-stick labels bearing the new numbers(that cover 
the old numbers) will fall off and gum up the whole catalog;! Through the following 
poem, Naomi is requesting that AJLSC have a workshop to discuss the revised scheme: 

Ode to Elazar 

Though we asked Mr. Elazar 
To please simplify 

When I saw his new book 
I thought I would die. 

For months this librarian 
Talked to herself 

As she frantically scanned 
All the books on the shelf. 

I felt totally lost 
Stalled, yes, in a rut 

I wished we had all left 
Our collective mouths shut; 

It took until January 
'Twas in August I began 

To complete the New Elazar 
Was simply my plan. 

But it has been very hard 
A time of frustration, 

And all I've completed 
is the 500 classification. 

You see, fellow librarians 
Although I'm no fool 

I wasn't trained to be a cataloger 
In my library school. 

And it wasn't just numbers 
That had to be changed 

Stickers had to be typed 
And on the cat cards arranged. 

But now that it's over 
Must admit it's nice to see 

All 56l's in a row--
That is poetry. 

And dear Isaac Singer 
Is no longer disgraced 

He's in 563 
That's now his new place. 

It was great when it was over 
A real delight, 

At the end of the tunnel 
Behold, there's a light. 

Now, upward and onward 
BOO's must change 

815 is now National Institutions 
Not Israel--how strange. 

So change it I shall 
To B20, I guess 

What do YOU think 
O.K., no or yes? 

And after BOO's 
I'll finish completely 

I won't let this system 
Ever defeat me. 

But--a new course is needed 
PLEASE, dear Association 

Let's get together 
On this new classification. 

If we work long and hard 
Perhaps we shall see 

The whole thing completed 
By 19B3!! 

--Naomi Marblestone, Librarian 
Paul Rubenstein Memorial Library 
Temple Judea. Tarzana, Calif. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
AJLSC WOULD LIKE TO RESPOND TO NAOMI'S PLEA FOR A COURSE OR WORKSHOP TO DISCUSS 

ELAZAR REVISIONS ALONG WITH UPDATING OUR SUBJECT HEADING LISTS.,, 

Our former expert, Adaire Klein, is now working with LC cataloging at Yeshiva 
University, and no longer feels she can head such a workshop. We are seeking new l~ershlp 
from among our AJLSC members---people who work closely with the Ela~ar scheme and 
would like to chair or co-chair such a workshop ••• in June. Please contact President 
Marjorie Gersh at ) or 476-8561 (library). We also welcome those who 
would like to contribute only a small portion to the workshop, e.g., a subject expertise. 
Please call IMMEDIATELY--we must plan our June workshops NOW. 




