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COME TO OUR FIRST MEETING of the new year ••• GUESTS WELCOME 

Where: 

Program: 

Monday evening, OCTOBER 15, 1979 --

J. ROTH, Booksellers 
9427 West Pico Blvd., Los Angeles 

7:30 p.m. 

(213/ 557-1848) 
(1 blk. east of Beverly Drive) 

JEWISH BOOK MONTH--1979--with RITA FRISCHER, former AJLSC Jewish Book 
Month Chairwoman. She will explore the theme with our members, pro
viding ideas from the past to adapt to 1979 use. (This presentation 
will be brief and will include input from members present at meeting.) 

JACK ROTH, AJLSC Henber, who has provided not just Jewish books but 
scholarly advice for many years in our Los Angeles community. Jack 
will talk about what he knows best: His bookstore and his goals, 
Jewish books, new materials of interest, how he selects his stock, 
how he works with libraries ar~ librarians. There will be time for 
browsing, sharing selection and use of books by librarians, and for 
purchasing (at our request--to save us a return trip during business hrs.) 

ADD THESE DATES TO YOUR CALENDAR ••• 

Oct. 
Oct. 
Nov. 
Dec. 

6-14 
15 

5 
3 

SUKKOT and SIMHAT TORAH • FIRST AJLSC GENERAL MEETING OF NEW YEAR - 7:30 p.m. - see above. 
AJLSC BOARD MEETING - 7:30 p.m. - Stephen S. Wise Temple Library. 
AJLSC GENERAL MEETING - 7:30 p.m. - (tentative date) 
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* * * * * * * * * (PLEASE READ: NEW POLICY OF AJL-SQJ * * * * * * * * * * 
* * 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE ••• 

Even though Rosh Hashanah will have passed by the time this 
newsletter arrives, I want to be sure to wish you all a healthy and 
happy New Year. 

The New Year promises to be an active and exciting year with 
more and more of our members employed during the day in new jobs 
which have expanded the field for us. Daytime employment also 
presages a change for the Association. It is no longer possible 
for us to hold meetings during the day so, from now on, our 
meetings, both general and board, will be held in the evenings. 

* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* * It was also decided by the Board that we would alternate board * 

* and general meetings, every other month, as so many of us are so busy. * 
* This every-other month schedule also will allow independent committees * 
* to function and give them time to report back to the board and general * 
* membership. Further, with a less crowded calendar, workshops can be * 
* planned to serve the needs of our individual members. * 
* * * LIBRARY LIGHT, really the "light" of our organization, will now * 
* be published every other month (due to increased costs and time * 
* pressures) --but it will be larger with more information and articles. * 
* * 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 

We are looking forward to an exciting year. If there is any 
way in which the Board or any of the general membership can be of 
service to you, please feel free to contact any of us. 

* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 

See you all at the opening meeting on October 15. 

--Marjorie Gersh 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

~-----AN ASTERISK ON THIS LINE MEANS 
that we must receive your $10 dues 
within TWO WEEKS or your name will have 
to be dropped fro;-our mailing list. 
Please use the membership form enclosed, 
and mail to: 

Mrs. Mitzi Weinstein 
Membership Chrwm, AJLSC 2nd VP 

 
 

  

WE HOPE YOU WILL JOIN us; Our new 
Membership Directory will be prepared 
and mailed with the next issue of 
AJLSC LIBRARY LIGHT. 

NOTE TO OIITGOING BOARD MEMBERS: 

Please bring your files to the Oct. 
15 meeting, to pass on to your suc
cessor, or to give to the archivist. 
THIS IS IMPORTANT. Thank you. 

AJLSC LIBRARY LIGHT is distributed Free 
to AJLSC members. Permission to reprint 
granted as long as credit appropriately 
given to "Assn. of Jewish Libraries of 
So. Calif." Editor: Barbara Leff,  

  ; 
President: Marjorie Gersh,  
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PLAN AH.EAD FOR: JEWISH BOOK MO~"'TH 

Dates: November 14 - Decerrber 14, 1979 

Theme: "BOOKS: OUR HERITAGE!! (as set by Jewish Book Council of JWB) 

Jewish Book Month materials availab 1e from Jewish Book Couucil: 
---POSTERS (10\ x 18~) -- beautiful full color reproduction of 1951 Jewish Book 

Month poster by famed illustrator and calligrapher, ARTHUR SZYK. (50¢ ea~) 
---BOOKMARKS (2~ x 4\) -- blue and white reprint of poster. ($1050/100) 
---OTHER ITEMS, including list of Jewish Book Council publications. (free order blank) 

We suggest you order early; last year they ran out-of-stock quickly. Send your 
PREPAID order to JBC, 15 E. 26th St., New York, N.Y. 10010; 212/532-4949. 

Jewish Book Month Ideas: 
The theme this year is general enough to use in any number of ways--for programming 

and displays, e.g. development of Jewish literature frcm• the Bible to*••• ; influence 
of Jewish books on the world; Jewish books to pass on to our own children; etce, etc® 

More Ideas: 
Come to our October 15 Association meeting and hear what others are planning. 

Let your creative ''juices#' flow.~ ,.brainstorm with friends and family. c .whatever you do~ 
make it eye-catching and appealing~ 

Promote Jewish Book Month to the public. Visit your neighborhood book storesNOW 
and suggest they write for posters (from JBC) to exhibit with their display of Judaica 
(a great pre-vanukah sales promotion for them). 

Save your_ideas~ promotional flyers, bu11et~n articles for our AJLSC Clearinghouse: 
Either add our name to your mailing list so we keep current on what you are doing, 

or gather together everything and send us a small packet when Jewish Book ~1onth is overa 
We'll save it in our files to share with others in the future. Mail to: DOROTHY STEINER, 
Temple Akiba Librarian, 5249 South Sepulveda, Culver City, CA 90230. (Out-of-town 
members: please share your ideas and plans with us too;) 

ARTICLES TO READ 

ALA Top of the News, Summer 1979: 

"The Jewish American Experience: The 
view from children 1 s fiction" by Gloria 
Blatt (Sch of Educ, Oakland U, Rochester, 
Mich) -- evaluates modern realistic 
fiction about Jews in America (pp. 391-8) 

"Religious Books: Which are the Best?" 
by Miriam J. Johnson (Ed of Ch 1 s resources 
--Lutheran Church of America) -- :i.ncludes 
Bible, history, biography, etc. 

-QNettie Frishman, LAPL retired 

NEW LIBRARY NEEDS BOOKS 

Send extra books and mated .. als to 
Rogue Valley Jewish Conununity, a ne·w 
congregation at 1315 Talent Ave~, 
Talent, Oregon 97540 (suburb of Med
ford).. Contact Steven and Linda 
Goodkin as to kinds of books etc · 

' • $ 

they "~<Jill pay library rate shipping 
Co t "M - d s s8 oral support an program 
ideas ,.,-ould also be appreciated. 11 

Thank you., ... 
--Cantor Jerry.Ranig, 

Temple Ramat Zion, NGrthridge 
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CREATING INTEREST IN TORAH 2 USING "JUNIOR GREAT BOOKS" TECHNIQUE 

I would like to share with you a marvelous experience that I have had this past year. 
I was asked by Barbara Lef£, our Temple librarian, at Stephen s. Wise Temple in Los 
Angeles, to start a pilot program, and was given the opportunity to do so, with full 
support from our Hebrew School principal, Metuka Gold. 

I met once a week with Hebrew School students and led "Junior Great Books" type of 
discussions with them, using the TORAH as literature. The Junior Great Books program 
is a method of shared inquiry, in which the discussion leader asks interpretive questions 
about great works of literature, thereby conducting a discussion. I met with 15-20 stu
dents at a time for about an hour for one month (4 sessions). I asked them questions 
about anything they had read in a given Torah selection. (For 9-10 year ol~ the text 
was JEWISH HEROES by Weilerstein; for 11-13 year olds, text was JPS TORAH.) The younger 
children and I read the selection together; older students read ahead at home. 

It is important for you to know that, although I am an experienced Junior Great Books 
leader, I am not a teacher, nor am I particularly educated in Torah, Hebrew, or Biblical 
history. This added to my enjoyment during the sessions, since I asked questions that I 
really didn't understand, and together, with the children, challenged traditional answers 
to many questions. The children loved "explaining" things to me, though I'm afraid that 
the older participants thought that I was a bit "slow". An occasional older child ques
tioned what we were doing, asking, "Is it o.k. with the Rabbi for us to be questioning 
what it says in the Torah?" I, of course, explained that Rabbis have been doing exactly 
that for generations, spending days or weeks arguing about the meaning of a given passage. 

Students most actively questioned and responded to questions about the amount of 
trickery, cheating, and lying that we encountered in our reading. Examples: Why does 
Esau sell his birthright? Why does Jacob trick Esau out of his Blessing? Why does 
Laban lie to Jacob, and give him Leah instead of Rachel? Why did Joseph's brothers let 
Jacob think that a wild animal had killed Joseph? The children also loved discussing 
things like dreams, omens, and messages. Examples: Why is it a child, Abraham, who 
questions, and then finds the concept of a single God? Why is Rebekah told by the Lord 
that she will bear twins, and that the older shall serve the younger, yet she tells no 
one of this, and goes along with all the trickery, keeping the truth even from Isaac? 
Why is Joseph able to correctly explain his and others' dreams? Why do all his predictions 
come out correctly? Why do all the Biblical heroes live such long lives? Why did Isaac 
bless Jacob when he did, when he in fact lived at least another twenty years? 

I could go on giving you examples of the kinds of .questions I asked, but the most 
exciting part was that the children came up with some fantastic questions of their own. 
One 12-year old girl asked, "If God intended Jacob to rule Israel, why didn't He simply 
arrange for him to be born first?" A 10-year old boy asked, "Since God changed Jacob's 
name to Israel, why does the Torah continue to refer to him as Jacob?" A 9-year old boy 
asked, "Since the blessing (Isaac blessing Jacob) was received through deceit, why is it 
binding?" An ll-year old girl stated, "God arranged for Joseph's brothers to sell him into 
Egypt because He knew a famine was coming and had plans for Joseph to save the world." 

I don't know who learned more during the year, the children or I. I think that I 
had more fun; however, I may be wrong, since they always complained when I finished my 
last sessions with a given group. I can honestly say that no child was intimidated by 
the Torah after our discussions, and that they all questioned whatever they read from 
then on. 

(NOTE: Laurie will be working 
with the SSWT students again 
durin~ the 1979-80 school 
year.) 

--Laurie Goffman, Jr. Great Books Coordinator 
14600 Sutton St., Sherman Oaks, CA 91403 
(phone:  
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WHAT'S NEW??? 

--ADAIRE KLEIN has served as con
sultant to Rabbi Maurice Lamm in his 
forthcoming Harper & Row publication, 
The Jewish Way in Love and Marriage; 
She worked with resources, notes, 
bibliography, and index. Also, 
ADAIRE resigned as Vice-President of 
Synagogue, School and Center Division 
of Assn. of Jewish Libraries, since 
her position as librarian at Yeshiva 
University and the Wiesenthal Library 
is more closely allied with Research 
& Special Library Division than SSC. 

--'RITA FRISCHER has many new projects 
of interest. In addition to serving 
as Librarian at Temple Ramat Zion, 
Northridge, she serves also as: 

1- Resource Librarian of Tartak 
Learning Center at Hebrew Union 
College-JIR, Los Angeles; 

2- Vice-President of Synagogue, 
School and Center Division of the 
national Assn. of Jewish Libraries, 
replacing ADAIRE KLEIN, who had 
resigned; 

3- Chairwoman of national AJL 
Book Award Committee, re-appointed 
because of the "sensational job" 
she did 1978-79; 

 i 4- Author of an article in the 
Noverrber issue of MOMENT magazine, 

 providing an update on Judaica 
 children's literature. 

--NETTIE FRISHMAN (LAPL retired) 
continues to serve with RITA FRISCHER 
on the AJL Book Award Committee, 
along with her other activities, 
including "Reading is Fundamental", 
which is dedicated to motivation of 
reading. 

--D.J. FREEMAN is back in the Jewish 
library field! Following the birth 
of her second child, due in November, 
she will begin to organize the library 
of Temple Emanuel, San Diego, and work 
as 3rd grade Religious School teacher. 
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LETTERS TO '!HE EDITOR 

From HELEN SILBERMAN •• • 

"I am delighted, for two reasons, in 
the response to my informal survey of 
libraries in Israel (LIBRARY LIGHT, Nov. 
1978, p. 7): 

"First, I am delighted to have learned 
that graduate programs in Library Science 
are indeed offered in Israel. The libra
rian we spoke to communicated well in 
English and seemed more knowledgeable 
than the other librarians we met in the 
public sector. It is strange that she 
did not inform us, with pride, of the 
graduate studies. 

"Second r~ason is knowing that LIBRARY 
LIGHT, the official voice of AJLSC, is 
being read so extensively and critically, 
and reprinted in other professional pub
lications." 

(Ed. Note; Since last issue of LIBRARY 
LIGHT (June/July 1979, p.8), the Jewish 
Librarians Caucus Newsletter reported 
two more leters to the editor on this 
subject.) 

ADULT JEWISH EDUCATION  
Adult Jewish education appears to be 

a fertile field for Judaica librarians. 
We have heard very little about programs 
created jointly by teachers and librari
ans, or of librarians really involved 
as consultants to adult educators. 

Judging by the center 4 pages of JFC 
Bulletin (Sept. 24, 1979), there are 
lots of classes being offered, not only 
by HUC, UJ, and YU, but also classes 
by synagogues and centers. 

Are librarians involved, in depth, 
in Jewish adult education? If not, why 
not? Can they or should they be? Row? 

We'd really be interested in hearing 
from our readers. Please write to the 
editor. Thank you. 
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A NEW APPROACH TO CATALOGING AND CLASSIFICATION 

Happened to see a book by Herbert H. Hoffman that provided some food for 
thought ••• 

In Small Library Cataloging (Santa Ana, Ca.: Headway Publications, 1977), the 
author proposes a major innovation to simplify cataloging for small libraries that 
are run by volunteers, lay people, and inexperienced catalogers. His theory is: 
PREPARE ALL MAIN ENTRIES BY TITLE FOR ALL TYPES OF MEDIA (i.e., books, periodicals~ 
audiovisuals), thereby eliminating main entries by personal author, corporate author, 
and uniform titles. To prove his point that main entry decisions are difficult, 
specialized, and interpretive, Hoffman shows 3 examples of printed Library of Congress 
catalog cards, each describing a different volume within a series of books issued over 
a period of years. For this identically structured collection of essays, one LC cata
loger had assi.gned a personal author main entry, the second a corporate main entry, 
and the third a title main entry! Mr. Hoffman feels that the librarianl; time should 
be spent on providing complete access to the item--of great importance to both librarian 
and to user--instead of worrying about main entry decisions that plague us all. 

For complete access, therefore, Hoffman recommends as many ADDED ENTRIES as 
needed, for personal author, corporate author, joint author, compiler, editor, illus
trator,etc., besides the stiliject entries. Instead of a uniform title (or a form) 
main entry, he recommends use of the "natural"title of the work, with an added entry 
for the uniform title to keep the same kinds of works t~gether (e.g. when main entry 
is "The Holy Scriptures ... .,"; added entry should be 11Bible"; instead of vice versa). 
Even non-distinctive titles like 11 Introduction to ••• 11 would still be considered the 
main entry, but he suggests a "keyword title added entry" should be made. For example, 
if the main entry is "Introduction to Jewish History; 11 the keyword title added entry 
should be "Jewish History"; and the tracings note will read "I. Title: Jewish History". 

Mr. Hoffman further notes that using this principle of title main entry simplifies 
typing because there is only one format to learn, i.e. the hanging indention that is 
commonly used for all title main entry cards., This would ma:ke·the card catalog look 
neater and easier to use. Further, the title main entry would really stand out and 
be easier to locate since it would be the only typing on the card that begins at the 
2nd indention. (The rest of the body of the card would be at the 3rd indention, as 
would the collation and note areas.) Hoffman's tracings, however, are typed in block 
form near the bottom of the card, starting at the far left margin at the first inden-
tion directly below the call number. This allows more room for tracing information, 
and keeps the tracings separated from the main body of the card. 

Another departure from tradition is Hoffman's disregard for initial articles, 
e.g. A, An, The, Der, Le, Las, in title main entries. Although important to the author, 
first word articles are always disregarded in card catalog filing, and have caused user 
confusion$ By eliminating first word articles altogether, the hanging indention format 
will highlight the important word for filing and locating the work. (For example, 
Hoffman advocates "Holy Scriptures", not "The Holy Scriptures"; "Man11 not "The Man" by 
Irving Wallace.) 

These are the only ideas within Small Library Catalogins that I found useful 
and thought-provoking. His approaches to filing and some of his terminology on other 
cataloging problems seemed rather complex and confusing, and so are ignored for our 
purposes in this article. You can examine Hoffman's book yourself at the USC Library 
School Library (#Z 693 H64)G PLEASE SEND ME YOUR REACTIONS TO THESE IDEAS,IN WRITING, 
to share with our readers. 

--Barbara Leff, Editor of AJLSC LIBRARY LIGHT, 
Read Librarian, Stephen S~ Wise Temple 
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JEWISH BOOK ANNUAL 1978-1979 

The newest edition of JBA is ready and 
available from Jewish Book Council, 15 E. 
26th St., New York, N.Y. 10010 •••• $12.,00 
prepaid. This is the only retrospective 
bibliography source for Jewish books 
(non-fiction, fiction, juvenile, Hebrew, 
Yiddish, Anglo-Jewish, and Judaica from 
Israel). In addition, the articles in 
this issue include "Devils, Jews and I.B. 
Singer", "The American Jewish Novel", 
"Arab-Jewish Confrontations in Hebrew 
Fiction", "The Abuse of Holocaust in 
Literature", "Books in Jewish Thought", 
Jews in photography, Columbia University 
Collection, and others like Chaim Grade, 
Sholem Asch, Lewisohn, Reisen, etc. 

Jewish Book Annual with its annotated 
bibliography serves as a good checklist 
for libraries for current acquisitions. 

SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 1979 

:;:C,:;:.OUR~S::,:E;.....:!:I:.:,N_;B:::,:O:;.::O:;.:;KB:::.:::IND:=.,:I:,:N.:.;;G;...:.;;A~T....;W;.;..:•:..:::L::.:.•::.:A:..· C;:.;O::.;:L;:;:;~ 

Dorothy Steiner of Temple Akiba, 
Culver City, has signed up to take 
the following course--to utilize 
the information in her library at 
Temple Akiba, Culver City: 

CS 202 BEGINNING BOOKBINDING. (non-credit) 
8 Saturdays, Oct.6-Dec 1 (exc1 11/24) 
9 am to noono Registra. fee $30 
Facilitator: Arpad Willheim 

Repair and make new cloth or 
paper covers for old books. Design 
and make new cloth or paper-covered 
sketchbooks. Design title and orna
mentation for bookcovers. 

Contact W£st Los Angeles College -
Community Services Office, 4800 
Freshman Dr., Culver City - 836-7110, 
Ext. 272, 274, or 27~ between 10-2,M-F, 
Reg. began 9/4 - contact re openings. 

NEW BOOKS AVAILABLE AT OCTOBER AJLSC MEETING 

Here are some of the new books you can have for a donation (60% of retail price): 

Altshuler, David. HITLER'S WAR AGAINST THE JEWS: a Young Reader's 
version of THE WAR AGAINST THE JEWS 1933-45 by Dawidowicz, 
Behrman House, 1978 

Retail Price 

Cuyler, Margery. JEWISH HOLIDAYS. Holt, 1978 5.95 
Eban, Abba. MY PEOPLE: ABBA EBAN 'S HISTORY OF THE JEWS, adapted by 

David Bamberger. Behrman House, 1978 
Greene, Bette. MORNING IS A LONG TIME COMING. Dial, 1978. (Sequel 

to SUMMER OF MY GERMAN SOLDIER) 7.95 
Greenfeld, Howard. PASSOVER. Holt, 1978 5.95 
Hannam1 Charles. A BOY IN THAT SITUATION. Harper, 1977 7.95 
Lisowski, Gariel. ON THE LITTLE HEARTH (Oif'n Pripitchik) Holt, 1978 5.95 
Rosten, Norman: THE WINEGLASS, A PASSOVER STORY. Walker, 1978 6.85 
Kluger, Ruth. THE SECRET SHIP. Doubleday, 1978 5.95 
Sholem A1eichem. HANUKAH MONEY. Illus. by Uri Shulevitz. Morrow, '78. 6.95 
Steinberg, Fannie. BIRTHDAY IN KISHINEVo JPSA, 1978. 5.95 
Zimmerman, Andrea. YETTA THE TRICKSTER. Seabury, 1978. 6.95 

See Nettie Frishman or Rita Frischer at the meeting regarding these books. 
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.~'QUOTATION _ _!:'1ARK-ED" 
by Edith Wildmans Librarian 

SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 1979 

The Subject of this column is: ALBERT EINSTEIN (1879-1955). 

"Nothing truly valuable arises from ambition or from a mere sense of duty; it stems 
rather from love and devotion towarcs men and towards objective things. 11 

--Letter to an Idaho farmer, quoted by Hilacy Cuny in the 
chapter, "Such as We Knew Him~" from Einstein by Louis 
de Broglie, Louis Anoand, Pierre-Henri Simon, et al. 
(Peebles Press; distrib. by Farrar, Straus & Giroux. $12.95 illus.) 

(The above plus other new books on Einstein ~re reviewed in Robert Kirsch 1 s 
insightful article, "Einstein: Redefining the Universe with Humankind in Mind," 
published in the Los Angeles_]:'~, Sunday July 29, 1979.) 

"Since I do not foresee that atomic energy is to be a great boon for a long time, I 
have to say that for the present it is a menace~ Perhaps it is well that it should 
be. It may intimidate the huw.m race into bringing order into its international 
affairs, which, without the pressure of fear, it would not do~" 

--From Phillipp Frank: ~inst~}-_n 2 His Life and Times, 1947. 

"The Lord God is subtle, but malicious he is not .. 11 

--Inscription in Fine Hall, Princeton University. 

110ur defense is not in armaments, nor in science, nor in going underground. Our 
defense is in law and order.'' 

--From Ralph E, Lapp, "The Einstein Letter that Started it All" 
{New York Times Magazine, August 2, 1964) 

"It is not enough that you should understand about applied science in order that 
your work may increase man 1 s blessings. Concern for man himself and his fate must 
always form the chief interest of all technical endeavors, concern for the great 
unsolved problems of the organization of labor and the distribution of goods-- in 
order that the creations of our mind shall be a blessing and not a curse to mankind. 
Never forget this in the midst of your diagrams and equations." 

--Address, California Institute of Technology (1931). 

(The above 4 quotations were found in Bartlett's Familiar Quotations, 14th ed., 
published 1968, pp. 950-951. 

Several anecdotes are illustrated in the filmstrip, Albert Einstein (Jewish Education 
Committee of New York, c~ 1956) 
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SOME GREAT SOURCES 3 LI§IED IN_ Tli§_ 
AJL BULLETIN (Spring 197~: 

--"Israeli Music: a Prog::am Aid11
, 

1978, includes annotated resource 
listings compiled by Irene Heskes 1 

e.g. record sources, a sampling of 
suitable recor~of all kinds; publi
cation catalogs of Jewish mus.ic 
~enerally; songbooks and vocal ""col
lections; cantatas; Israeli folk dance 
resources; reference books on music 
in English language; periodicals; etc. 
Send $4 to Jewish Music Council, 15 
E$ 26th St., New York~ N.Y. 10010., 

--
11An Annotated Bibliography of 

Jewish Folktales", compiled by Marian 
s. Shaffer., Send 50¢ for 5-page com
pilation, B 1nai El Temple Library, 
11411 Highway 40, Frontenac, Mo.6313l. 

WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON 
LIBRARY AND INFORMATION SERVICES 

November 15-19 will be key days for 
libraries throughout the United States. 
The White House Conference, composed 
of 1/3 professional and 2/3 lay dele
gates, elected from the 50 states in 
the u.s., will gather together to 
confront key problems, define issues,& 
make recommendations for the best 
utilization and the future direction 
of library resources and services 
in this country$ Look to your news
papers and professional journals for 
the outcome. 

The national Association of Jewish 
Libraries prepared a 2-page report 
on the present status, importance, 
and needs of Jewish libraries within 
the total library community of this 
country. This report was sent to 
the National Commission on Library 
and Information Science for inclu
sion in its White House Conference 
recommendations. (For a copy of 
the AJL Report to NCLIS, send a 
self-addressed stamped (15¢) enve
lope to Mr. Harvey Hormqitz, AJL 
President, c/o Hebrew Union College 
Library, 3077 University Mall, Los 
Angeles, CA 90007§) 
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MORE SOURCES from Sherman Poska of -Omaha •• , 

--Jewish Cultural News, quarterly pub
lication with articles of interest on 
libraries, theatre, history, research, 
cultural exhibits, etc. Put your li
brary on its free mailing list--write: 
National Foundation for Jewish Culture, 
122 E. 42nd St., New York, N.Y. 10017. 

--Inventory of Jewish Cultural 
Resources, prepared by Richard Siegel, 
June 1979. 4lpa booklet lists sources 
and detailed annotations on publica-
tions in many cultural categories, eg. 
organizations~ art,, music, dance, 
audiovisual resources$ prograwning aids, 
discussion/study guides, adult educa
tion resources, lecturers, bibliographies, 
and book services. Excellento Send 
$2 to National Foundation for Jewish 
Culture (address above). 

--~_l!£, an information bulle
tin listing sources for films, film
strips~ and videotapes, with a little 
descriptive or evaluative annotations; 
also articles/studies/bibliographies/ 
catalogs of media related to Jewish 
interests. (Some freebies, e.g. YIVO 
Slide Bank Holocaust Packet available 
on loan from YIVO in New York.) Monthly 
publication of Commission on Jewish Life 
& Culture, American Jewish Congress, & 
National Council on .Jewish AudioVisual 
Materials, American Assn. for Jewish 
Education~ Send $3.5~payable to Ameri-. 
can Jewish Congress, to MEDIA ROUND-UP, 
15 E 84 St., New York, N.Y. 10028. 
(Write for free sample copy first.) 

=-For media do-it-yourself, add your 
name to mailing list of STAREX, Inc., 
P.O.Box 248, Kearny, N.J. 07032.e.a 
supply source for special and hard
to-find audiovisual materials and kits, 
.e.reasonable prices. Also get free 
semi-annual Ne~vs and Views with hints: 

"Save your old filmstrips--make 
them into 2" x 2" slides@ Simply 
cut up the frames and put each 
into a. single frame. or half-frame 
mount. These mounts cover a multi
tude of damages such as broken 
sprocket holes." 
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"LIBRARY LIGHT" TO BEGIN NEW 
PUBLICATION SCHEDULE 

To correspond to our new every
other-month meeting schedule, AJLSC 
LIBRARY LIGHT will now be issued 
every-other-month as wella Judging 
by response to our last issue (June/ 
July), our readers liked the larger 
double size. We can now write longer 
articles--no longer limited to squeezing 
everything onto 5-6 sheets that can be 
carried by a single first-class postage 
stamp! 

We hope that more of our readers 
will become involved in writing for 
LIBRARY LIGHT--to make it even more 
representative of our membership .. 
Please, tell us what you are doing; 
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share your ideas--your questions--your 
thoughts--your readings--your problemsu .. 
We'll also try to write articles on the 
needs expressed by some on the reverse 
side of the membership form. 

The 1979-80 year will have five issues, 
beginning with this one. In the past, 
we published 9-10 times each year, so 
you 1 ll still be receiving the same amount 
since the issues are larger. (The 1978-
79 issues were: July, Sept, Oct, Nov 1978; 
Jan, Feb, Mar, Apr, June/July 1979.) 

We look forward to hearing from you. 
So many of our new members are out-of-
town, and not actively involved in meetings, 
that we need to hear from them as well, in 
order to provide the kinds of news and 
information needed by the Jewish library 
community. Make a note to write us, right 
after the holidays ••• Shanah Tovah ••• 

--Barbara Leff, Editor 

SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 1979 

USC LIBRARY SCHOOL OFFERS 
SINGLE PROGRAMS OF INTEREST 

11The Friday Forum" on current 
issues of Librarianship will be 
held at USC l.ibrary School, 9am to 
3pm, Fridays throughout the year, 
Sept 21, 1979~ thru Hay 16, 1980. 

'($25 ea., includes lunch & parking; 
20% discount on 5 or more sessions) 

Topics, led by key speakers and 
workshop leaders, are geared for 
the general library field, but may 
well be adaptable to our Judaica 
specialization. Subjects include: 
Reference Interview; Influencing 
Children of the 180s; Volunteers; 
Library Services for Special Popu
lation Groups; Meeting the Teenagers; 
Conservation, Preservation, Restoca
tion; Outreach; Automation Update 
for People who never took a Library 
Autorruation Course; Using Media in 
Bibliographic Instruction; Informa
tion Management. 

Write to Martha Hale, School of Library 
Science, University of Southern Cali
fornia, Los Angeles, CA 90007, for 
brochure and registration form. 
(phone: ) 

DO YOU NEED BACK ISSUES??? 

••• want to fill in your missing/lost 
periodicals? Harvey Horowitz, HUC 
Librarian, bas suggested a contact: 
Zeitlin Periodicals Co., 817 South 
La Brea, Los Angeles, CA 90036. 

SOME ITEMS OF INfEREST ON GENERAL CHILDREN'S LITERATURE (FOR DAY SCHOOLS): 

--·READING IS FUNDAMENTAL, a non-profit organization, is sponsoring a free party for 
children to celebrate the International Year of the Child and National Reading is Fun Day. 
Museum of Science & Industry, Oct. 14, 11 AM to 3 PMo Features entertainment in 3 auditor
iums, storytellers thruout buildings, puppets, balloons~ book sale, door prizes, music, 
roaming costumed storybook characters, magicians and much more. 5,000-10,000 expected! 
---SO. CALIF. COUNC!L ON LITERATURE FOR CHILDREN & Y0UN~ PE0PLE~ 19th annual Awards Pre
sentation, Nov. 3, 10:00 am brunch at Biltmore Bowl (L.A.). Featured speaker: J'ane Yo len, 
author The Girl Who Cried Flowers, and noted for fantasy and original folktales for children. 

--Nettie Frishman, LAPL retired. . 



AJLSC LIBRARY LIGHT 11 

SUPPLEMENT 1/:10 - Septe:nber 1979 
to 

BOOKS ON JEWISH THEMES 
an annotated list - August 1976 

SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 1979 

These are books acquired by Children's Services Division (or Young Adult Division), 
Los Angeles Public Library---April-August 1979. Compiled by Nettie Frishman, Con
sultant, Association of Jewish Libraries. 

FOR YOUNG READERS & LISTENERS 

HOLIDAYS AND HOLY DAYS; FOLKTALES: 

Hirsh, Marilyn. One Little Goat: A Passover Song. Adapted and illustrated by 
author. Holiday House, 1979. unpaged. $6.95. Grade K-3. 

The traditional popular song, ONE LITTLE GOAT or \{AD GADYA, sung at the end 
of the Passover Seder, is presented in the format of a play. The cumulative 
quality of the verses lend themselves to this rollicking, dramatic presenta
tion, mimed by an ethnic group of children. Preceded by the actors preparing 
their costumes from boxes, cloth, and paper, and followed by tpe music and 
verse of the song, the author's notes on the meaning of Passover, and the 
song itself,-- this becomes a charming workshop for creative dramatics as 
well as a fresh and inviting approach to a holiday 'goodie'. Illustrated 
in red, gray and black. 

Shulevitz, Uri. The Treasure. Illustrated by author. Farrar, Straus, 1978. 
$7.95. Grade K-3. 

A retelling of a tradition~! tale in which old Isaac obeys a voice he hears 
in his dreams and goes in search of treasure under the palace bridge, only 
to discover that there is treasure buried beneath his own home. The simplicity 
and subtlety of the text is richly complemented by glowing full color illus
trations (among Caldecott artist Shulevitz's finest), which perfectly depict 
the traditional European cities and countryside. Marilyn Hirsh gave us 
another picture book version of this folktale in her Captain Jiri and Rabbi 
Jacob (Holiday House, 1976). Source ca~ be found in Martin Buber's Tales 
of the Hasidim, Shocken Books, 1948 (p. 245 - "The Treasure"). 

FOR THE MIDDLE YEARS PLUS 

FAMILY WAYS: 

Chaikin, Miriam. I Should Worry, I Should Care. Illus. by Richard Egielski. 
Harper, 1979. 112p. $7.95. Gr. 4-6. 

Nine-year old Molly's adjustment to a new neighborhood is the bulk of this 
quietly evocative story of warm Jewish family life set in East Side New York 
in the 1930s. Molly's insecurity and loneliness gradually fades as new friends 
replace the old; and the firm support of an understanding, teasing and affection
ate family ease the transition. Albeit a quiet story, there is a strong feeling 
for time and place; and events are specific and culture involved. Death, 
poverty, and the threatening events i.n Europe shadow Molly's world. Listening 
to the radio reports of Hitler's rise to power, Molly asks: "Why couldn't 
the President of the u.s. stop Hitler? Why couldn't he help the Jews? Why 
couldn't God?" Molly is a very real 9-year old, vascillating between the 
depths of despair and heights of happiness. The book will make for good reading~ 

continued. ••• 
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HOLIDAYS AND HOLY DAYS: 

Becker, Joyce. Hanukkah Crafts~ Illustrated by author. Bonim Books (Hebrew 
Publishing Co.), 1978. 144p§ $6.95. Gr. 4 and up. 

200 craft projects for gift giving and as a holiday adjunct, varying from 
a few originals to reH''mrking of old standards and using basic and inexpen-
sive materials. Following the explanatory notes about the history and customs 
of the holiday, craft instructions (accompanied by diagrams) are giving for 
creating11menorot 11 (term used by author instead of "P.anukiyot"), dreidls, table 
decorations, cards, party invitations, etc. Also included are suggestions for 
games, plays and making and producing of puppet plays. For individual creativity 
and family sharing. More inclusive than the Purdy and Lazar Jewish holiday 
craft books. 

FOLKTALES: 

Soyer, Abraham., The Adventures of Yemima, and Other Stories. Tr. by Rebecca s. 
Beagle and Rebecca Soyer 0 Introduction by Peter Beagle. Illustrated by Raphael 
Soyer. Viking, 1979. 80p. $8.95. Gr. 4-6. 

A 'family affair'! These six original stories, written by Abraham Soyer, a 
20th century writer and a Hebrew teacher, were first published in Hebrew in 
Palestine 40 years ago., The remarkable translation was done by his daughter 
and daughter-in-law; the handsomely produced pencil drawings by his son, 
Raphael; and the introduction by his grandson, who remembered the tales from 
his childhoode The six stories point up the themes of courage, virtue, wit, 
unselfishness, and the ultimate triumph of goodness. Yemima, a courageous 
little girl, outwits a wolf and out-foxes a fox; a poor mother's tears turn 
into a precious jewel; a virtuous and honest woman is rewarded by the magic 
of flying money. Excellent storytelling source. 

BIOGRAPHY: 

White, Florence. Escape: The Life of Harry Houdini. Illustrated with photos. 
Messner, 1979. 112p. $7.79. Gr. 5-7. 

A complete biography of the great escape artist and magician, Harry Houdini. 
Born Erich Weiss in Hungary, son of a learned scholar and Rabbi, he came to 
America with his family and settled in Wisconsin. Intrigued by magic and 
tricks as a child, Erich began his career as a n~gician at 17, adopting the 
combined names of two world-famous magicians: "Harry" from Harry Keller of 
America, and ''Houdini" from Robert Houdin of France. Thereon began a life 
of complete dedication to his work, until- at his death- he was world renowned 
as the greatest escape artist of all times. Albeit there was not much Jewish 
content in the life of Houdini, the author has subtly, and in context, 
included every Jewish fact she could find in her research: The Yiddish language, 
Sabbath observance, the Torah, and those Jewish values of responsibility toward 
one's family. The relationship of Houdini to his mother was especially warm 
and touching. The story of Houdini's struggle for fame, his endurance, his 
daring ingenuity and explanation of some of this tricks should prove fascinating 
to the young reader. 

HOLOCAUST; 

Katz, William Loren. Album of Naziism. Watts, 1979@ 90p. Gr. 5-7. 
Introductory overview of the Nazi regime and the political, social, and 
cultural temperament of the times in Germany, including information on how 

continued •••• 
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one Jewish family was affected. Looks at Naziism today, in America and in 
Europe, and the qu·:astions its revival has raised about human rights and 
freedom of speech. Classroom and browsing use -- illustrated with 100 black 
and white photos. 

Kay, Mara. In Face of Danger. Crown, 1977~ 210p. $6.95. Gr. 6/JHS. 
Originally rejected by LAPL, book has been reconsidered and picked up to 
meet demand for material on the Holocaust. (See Reviews, both positive and 
negative, in AJLSC LIBRARY LIGHT, April 1978, p.8.) Reviewer's note: "A 
memorable portrayal of the encroachment of Naziism and the war upon the German 
people and their reaction to it •• ,. The novel captures spirit and excitement 
of characters who are faced with 'real life danger'." 

Prager, Arthur and Emily. World War II Resistance Stories. Watts, 1979. 90p. 
$6.90. Gr. 5 and up. 

A former intelligence officer and his wife co-author the dramatic stories of 
six civilian men and women who became members of the secret resistance move
ments during World War II throughout Eastern Europe and the Pacific. Included 
is the incredible story of Capt. Witold Pilecki, of the Polish underground, 
who purposely had himself arrested in order to set up the resistance cells 
inside the concentration camp at Auschwitz. Three of the incidents relate 
to the German invasion. Includes index, bibliography, and effective black 
and white illustrations. 

"REJECTED" BY LOS ANGELES PUBLIC LIBRARY 

Cuyler, Margery. Jewish Holidays. Illustrated by L. Wesson. Holt, Rinehart, 1978. 
64p~ $5.95~ Gr. 3-5& 

Simple explanation of the Jewish holidays throughout the year. Includes 
instructions for one craft appropriate for each holiday. Offensive illustra
tions are a major problem and a real detriment to the use of material. Have 
better titles by: Becker, Epstein, Lazar, and Purdy. 

--E. White, LAPL reviewer. 
Other reviews: 

Smooth, simple text describes the significance of nine major Jewish holidays 
and the way they are commemorated, Tone direct, material well-organized ••• 
relevant in the way of classroom-geared activities. Book's major flaw is 
in the illustrations ••• vacant cartoon drawings seem shallow interpretations 
of material at hand. 

--Booklist, November 1978. 

At slightly younger level than Purdy's Jewish Holidays, offers same well
Dtegrated mix of legend, history, description, and interpretation, with one 
simple carft activity for each holiday. Unfortunately, W~sson's black and 
white drawings, though suitably unprepossessing, reflect both the illustrative 
style and clothing style of the cornier easy books of the '50s that this one 
should replace. 

--Virginia Kirkus, Nov. 1978. 

continued •••• 
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YOUNG ADULTS 

Goldreich, Gloria. Lori. Holt, 1979e 18lp. $6.95. J/SHS. 
A spoiled only-child, suspended from private school for smoking pot, 16-year 
old Lori Mandell is sent to Israel for ayear to live with her grandfather's 
boyhood friend and his family on their moshav near Haifa. Lori quickly 
adjusts to her totally new life style, making friends with Rina- in her host 
family- and Danni, Rina's soldier brother. Ultimately, Lori comes to a better 
understanding of herself and her aspirations as well as to her frivolous 
parents and the grandfather wl"j.o had fled Hitler's Germany. The problems she 
encounters are those that beset the modern Israelis: Rina is in love with a 
Yemenite, and her father, survivor of the death camps, is openly prejudiced 
against the "Black Jews". She meets and grows to respect Leisel, a German
Christian girl, who has volunteered to work in a kibbutz as a personal com
pensation for Germany's crimes against the Jewish people. A neighboring Arab 
girl is torn by family tradition and her desire to attend the Hebrew University. 
In her year and a half stay in Israel, Lori participates in Israeli observance• 
of Sukkot, Hanukkah, and Passover. The smells and sounds, the sentiments and 
events in the Israel of 1976 are carefully interwoven in the body of the text. 
Unfortunately, there are obvious flaws in the literary style: descriptions of 
Israel take on the tone of lyrical purple passages; characterizations are 
often representative rather than universalized, e.g. the frustrated lovers, 
the embittered father, the torn Arab girl. In spite of these shortcomings, 
modern Israel and some of its problems come alive through the eyes of an 
impressionable Jewish-American girl. Can be used with Lange's The Year 
(Phillips, 1970). 

The following titles were purchased by the Young Adult Division of Los Angeles Public 
Library; however, the reviews for these were submitted by the AJL Book Award Committee, 
i.e. Rita Frischer, national chairwoman; Nettie Frishman who annotated the subject 
content; and Hazel Karp of Atlanta, Anne Kirshenbaum of Rochester, and Anita Wenner 
of Denvera excerpted for our purposes: 

Hannam, Charles. A Boy in That Situation, an Autobiography. Harper, 1977. 216p. $7.95. 
Albeit the book was not eligible for consideration for the AJL Book Award of 
1978, the preface copyright was dated cl978 and sent for review by the publishers. 
The author describes his growing up years as a Jew in Nazi Germany and his 
subsequent life at school in England after his escape. (N.F.) 
He never evaluated what happened to him in terms of his Jewishness, and his 
responses were almost totally devoid of feeling. When the war was over, 
there was a dispassionate glance back, as if everything that happened occurred 
to someone who was unmoved by the experience. (H.K.) 

Subtitled an autobiography, this is one of the less important of the plethora 
of books coming out about ,the Holocauste Its vantage point is that· of an 
ordinary boy growing into manhood, and its emphasis is on his sexual awakening. 
Not particularly well written nor does it add anything of value to our know
ledge of the period. (A.K.) 

continued •••• 
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Kaplan, Bess. The Empty Chair. Harper, 1978. 243p. $7.89. 
First published in Canada. A warm, realistic story of Jewish family life 
in the '30s told in first person by 11-year old Becky. Her world shattered 
when her mother dies in childbirth, Becky struggles to aecept both her mother's 
death and her new stepmother. (N.F.) 

A warm and lively family story centering around likeable and believable 
characters. The empty chair of the title is that of a mother who dies in 
childbirth, and the plot concerns her young daughter's acknowledgement of 
that death and her acceptance of a stepmother. Although rather wordy, the 
book is sufficiently fast-paced to sustain interest. Valuable for its sensi
tive treatment of a child's reaction to the loss of a parent. (A.K.) 

An excellent read, although occasionally overwritten. Shows positive Jewish 
values, a sensitive feeUng for time and place, and good insight into the 
adjustment of an imaginative and loving child to the death of her mother and 
her father's remarriage5 (R.F.) 

Kerr, M. E. Gentlehands. Harper, 1978. 183p. $5.95. 
Told in first person, teenager Buddy Boyle tells of a shattering summer in 
which he falls in love with an 'upper class' girl and gets to know and love 
his estranged grandfather, only to discover that he is a wanted Nazi war crimin~l. ) 

\N.F. 
The son of the policeman,dating the richest girl in town is an old plot, 
although skillfully intenvoven with the plot of the cultured and polished 
grandfather. Kerr shows the grandfather as the typical post-war German, caring 
for his pets with great love and affection, and yet living with the knowledge 
that at one time in his life he turned trained dogs on his Jewish victims. 
How the boy, Buddie Boyle, learns, matures, and develops through this intense 
summer is the real plot of the book. I was disappointed in the handling 
of the character of the grandfather. If this were truly a Jewish book, it would 
have dealt more fully with the idea that a person could have been capable of 
such vicious behavior, as well as compassionate behavior. Instead, the grand
father fades away, unpunished. (H.K.) 

Leitner, Isabella. Fragments of Isabella; a Memoir of Auschwitz. Crowell, 1978. 
122p. $7.95. 

(Note: This complements the review in last issue of AJLSC LIBRARY LIGHT.) 
Isabella Leitner has gone back to her experiences of over 30years ago and 
distilled her searing memories of the Holocaust. (N.F.) 

An outstanding addition to Holocaust Literature•••• the fragments of life 
that are remembered, because of the depth of emotion they entail, recall the 
brutality of the Holocaust vividly. Included on the 1978 Young Adult Best 
Books List from ALA. (A.W.) 

This is a beautiful book, one of the most deeply affecting I have ever read 
about the wrenching horrors of an unbelievably terrible era. The simplicity 
with which the story is presented engraves Mrs. Leitner's narrative as a 
haunting memory on the reader's mind and heart. • ••• it offers a vivid, brave, 
and eloquently hopeful addition to the growing body of Holocaust memoirs. (R.F.) 

••• it should be recognized as one of the best books of any year on the Holocaust. 
Both as a conveyor of raw experience and as a work of art, it bears comparison 
with Elie Wiesel's Night. Here may be seen both the most depraved and noblest 
aspects of human nature, leaving us with a mixture of despair and hope on the 
prospects of the human race. (A.K.) 

continued ••• 



AJLSC LIBRARY LIGHT 16 SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 1979 

Schwartz, Sheila. Growing Up ~.. Pantheon, 1978. 177p. $6.95. 
Set against the dramatic background of the late 1930s, a portrait of a young 
woman becoming politically, intellectually, and sexually aware as she copes 
with first love, communist ideology, a nagging mother, and a changing percep-
tion of herself. (N.F.) 

A young adult book, only marginally Jewish (a description of the Passover 
Seder and no overt effort to conceal Jewishness in Brooklyn). This novel is 
still one of the better books to be published this year. The characterizations 
are excellent, and the feelings of Susan are clearly portrayede••• I feel 
that it is a good book, well-written, and meaningful for all young people who 
feel on the periphery of life during their teens. (H.K.) 

The author's accurate ear and camera-like descriptive eye make this young adult 
novel an especially convincing depiction of 11 growing up guilty" in the turbulent 
'30s8 The protagonist's parents, as in Bette Greene's books, come off as con
ventional and insensitive, and kindness comes from outside the Pale of the 
Jewish family--from the Gentile or radical world. A well-written and moving 
novel with a hopeful end, •e@ (R.F.) 

In contrast to Holman's, The Murderer, this story could not have been more 
accurately titled. A moving and psychologically perceptive account of a 
15-year old Brooklyn girl's growing up in the 1930s, it focuses on her 
struggle for self-understanding and self-acceptance in the midst of an insen
sitive and unsupportive environment, both as regards parents and peers. ••• 
Lively style in both the narrative and dialogue portions; three dimensional 
characterizations and believable plot development... • (A.K.) 

"REJECTED" BY LOS ANGELES PUBLIC LIBRARY 

Pollock, Bruce., .Me, .Minsky, and Max. Houghton, 1978. 242p. $7 .95. 
An 18-year old screen buff hitchhikes to San Francisco during the summer of 
1965 with his friend, Minsky, and his new girlfriend, Max. (N.F.) 

Interesting character studies and a believable though regrettable contemporary 
mood, but only the Brooklyn setting, tb.e names, and the food have any link to 
Jewishness. A sad book, but with a hopeful ending for the protagonist who 
has learned, chiefly, hmv little he can depend on anyone but himself. (R.F.) 

A poignant picture of rootless youth emerges from this story of the 1960s. 
The three characters of the title set out to hitchhike across the country in 
search of the narrator's father, divorced, and now remarried. When found, the 
father predictably proves unwilling and unable to fulfi 11 his son's fantasies, 
and the son realizes that he will have to be responsible for himself. The 
mood is buoyant and the pace sprighty as the author depicts the relationships 
among the three young peoplec~~ Lacking role models, they are pre-occupied 
with all the precocities considered to be the mark of maturity: including 
drugs and sex, the latter mostly on a conversational level. The author 
shows tremendous literary talent and a marvelous ear for dialogue. His book 
portrays our society in general rather than a specifically Jewish milieu, 
although Jess are unfortunately increasing their contribution to the rising 
divorce rate and to the number of broken families caused by parents ·dedicated 
to their own self-fulfillment. (A.K.) 




